
www.DentistSamiBilani.com
2460 Florian St.

Hamtramck 

Floridan Dental, Sami Bilani, DDS
Creating Your Gorgeous Smile!

• Beautiful smile reflecting 
healthy teeth

• NYU Graduate Dr. Sami Bilani 
welcomes you in many 
languages

• We accept most 
insurances
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FRD PHARMACY
9811 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 871-1115
Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

www.sav-mor.com

DRUG STORES

“Your Pharmacy Experts”

Make 
sure your 
heart is
happy 
AND 

healthy.

Additional Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and Generic

Medications

$400
GENERICS
30-DAY SUPPLY*

$999
GENERICS
90-DAY SUPPLY*

Over 500 drugs available. 
See www.sav-mor.com for details.

Manage Your Meds Anywhere with
the FRD Pharmacy MOBILE APP

This Sunday the pub-
lic is invited to a swear-
ing-in ceremony for
newly elected public of-
ficials.

Mayor Karen Majew-
ski will be starting her
fourth term, and Coun-
cilmember incumbents
Andrea Karpinski and
Ian Perrotta enjoyed re-
election to another
term.

Newcomer Fadel Al-
Marsoumi will be start-
ing out his first term
on council.

The ceremony will be
at the public library
and starts at 1 p.m.

The ceremony prom-
ises to be short, and
folks can gather with
their elected officials
and take photos. There
will also be light re-
freshments.

Stop by and wish
your elected officials
good luck in their new
terms.

3236 Caniff St. • Hamtramck 48212

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Hamtramck 

Since 1965.
• Licensed & Insured 

• Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation • Repairs

Quote of 
the week …
Who said this, and what is it
about? You can find the
quote and the story it be-
longs to somewhere in the
pages of this issue.

“The turnaround is
because of a support-

ive Board of Education
who work together 

extremely well.”

Quote of 
the week …

Continued on page 2

Chicken

& Waffles

$ 699

Gyro,

Fries & Pop

$ 799

Burger,

Fries & Beer

$ 699
Open Mon-Sat 6am-11:30pm

Closed Sunday

WE CATER!
Gift Certificates Stop in for aSmoothie!

Try Our 
Famous

Ribs

By Charles Sercombe
Once again, deciding

who should be News-
maker of the Year was a
tough one.

Hamtramck is always
rich in people, events
and trends that make
long-lasting impacts.

This year, without fur-
ther ado, we announce
our Newsmaker of the
Year: 

The Hamtramck Public
School District.

Not only has the dis-
trict climbed out of a
$6.5 million budget
deficit and turned that
into an $8.1 million sur-
plus in recent years, it
has also expanded.

For many years the dis-
trict had to shed build-
ings as it struggled to
rebuild its student body
count in the face of com-
petition from a dozen or
so charter school options
available to parents and
students.

But the tide turned.
More and more parents

found out that charter
schools, in many in-
stances, had much less
to offer and returned
their kids back into the
traditional public school-
ing system.

The district now has

3,326 students enrolled,
up from 2,834 just four
years ago.

The regrowth has hap-
pened so rapidly that the
district found itself in the
unique position of need-
ing more classrooms. An
opportunity came knock-
ing when a local charter

school closed and the
building it was in became
available.

It took skillful negotia-
tions, but the school dis-
trict managed to snag
the building, which also
happened to have histor-
ical significance to the

(This is part two of Wal-
ter Wasacz’s review of the
past year.)
By Walter Wasacz

Last week I began to
recap what I consider the
best moments of this
column from the past
year. I'm happy to say
there were a lot, so many
I had to split it up into
two parts. I'm also

adding comments to the
original text to clarify or
amplify the ideas that
were at the heart of my
year in Hamtramck city
life. 

In “WW and JFK,” I re-
visited this memory of
my father that has a
mythic, larger than life
quality about it:  

By Charles Sercombe
Some homeowners

have received a shocking
surprise in the mail over
the last several weeks.

It’s the city’s water bill
for past use.

Not surprisingly, the
new bills have caused a
flurry of concern from
customers. One busi-
ness, which asked not to
be named, received a bill
for over $70,000. That
business is taking a wait-
and-see position until
the city decides what to
do about collecting.

Others had a more im-
mediate reaction

Homeowner Sabur
Ghazi received a bill for
$10,000 for his two-fam-
ily house on Danforth. 

“I thought I was going
to have a heart attack,”
Ghazi said.

The bills are the result
of new devices being in-
stalled throughout town.
According to the new
reading devices, many
households received
bills in the past that did
not correctly reflect their
actual water use.

In other words, the old
meters were recording
the correct amount
used, but the device that
electronically sent that
information to the city
was faulty and underre-
porting actual usage.

So far, no one has had
to pay the back bills. A
city council sub-commit-
tee is studying the issue
and will come up with a
recommendation on
what do. The options
are: Demand full pay-
ment, ask for a percent-
age of the bill or – the
least likely, wipe the

‘Newsmaker of the Year’ is a story
of a phenomenal comeback

Continued on page 3

Adventures close to home 2017

Continued on page 5

Water bills
prompt
a review

Proof of the Hamtramck Public School District’s turnaround came when it pur-
chased a building to house the ever-increasing number of students who are en-
rolling each year.

It’s no surprise the Detroit City Football Club has en-
joyed so much success here: Hamtramck has always
been a welcoming community.



Free Home Delivery
$4.00 • 30 DAY SUPPLY
$9.99 •  90 DAY SUPPLY

Send us your refills 24-hours a day
through our mobile app!

www.AzaalPharmacy.com

9834 Conant • Hamtramck
313-872-0021

Medical
Clinic 

On-Site

M-F 10am-6pm
Sat 10am-4pm

Sun closed

CURBSIDE
PICKUP &
DROP OFF
Call for details

Get rid of the toxic substances in your
liver and kidneys!

Lose weight and get �t!
Our 30 day program can change your

life, we will teach you how to do it
Some insurances will pay for your program

Spend 10 hours with
our counselors and we
will give you a 30-day
food supply absolutely 

FREE!
CALL TODAY for 
an appointment 
(248) 246-6355

9740 Conant at Evaline, Hamtramck 

HEALTH & NUTRITIONS, LLC
We speak Arabic, Polish & Russian

HealthAndNutritions.org

GBP BD wW-i GKwU D”Pgv‡bi cÖKí

• wnU I cvwb
• Avjv`v ivbœvNi
• Av‡qi Abymv‡i fvov
• fe‡bi †fZ‡i WvK&
• e¨vqvgvMvi

• 24 N›Uv wbivcËv cvnvov 
• we‡bv`b †K›`ª
• kxZZvc wbqwš¿Z
• cvVvMvi

n¨vgUªvwgK wmwbqi cøvRv 
2620 njeªæK ÷ªxU, n¨vgUªvwgK  •  313 873 7787

n¨vgUªvwgK nvDwms Kwgkb (GBP& GBP& Gm&) eY©, †MvÎ, ag© , RvZxq Drm, wj½,  weKjv½ ev cvwievwiK Ae¯’v‡bi wfwË‡Z
Kv‡iI AeÁv K‡ibv|  ‡mKkvb 3 Gi †hvM¨Zvm¤úbœ AvMÖnx‡`i www.hud.gov G wbeÜb Ki&‡Z Aby‡iva Kiv hv‡”Q|

Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

Get Out on the Hamtown!

This week at the library...
ESL Class – Monday,

January 8, 9 a.m. and
noon, ESL classes are
free to all Hamtramck
residents.  Registration
is required.

ESL Class – Wednes-
day, January 10, 9 a.m.
and 2:30 p.m. ESL
classes are free to all
Hamtramck residents.
Registration is required.

ESL Class – Friday,
January 12, 9 a.m. and
2:30 p.m. ESL classes
are free to all Ham-
tramck residents.  Reg-
istration is required.

"Build your Bird
Feeder" – Thursday, Jan-
uary 11 at 4 to 5 p.m.

Please join us at the
Hamtramck Public Li-
brary for a make and
take craft for kids of all
ages.

2018 Free Tax Serv-
ices – Free service for
those whose annual
household income is
less than $54,000.
Monday, February 5-
March 26, 10 a.m.-
4p.m. Closed February
19, 2018. Call (734)
284-6999 for an ap-
pointment.

ABCmouse.com --
Now available at the
Hamtramck Public Li-
brary, ABCmouse.com
is a free digital learning
resource for children

ages 2-8+ with more
than 8,500 Learning Ac-
tivities and 850 les-
sons, ABCmouse.com
is the most comprehen-
sive early learning cur-
riculum available online.

Ask your library staff
for more details.

Michigan Activity
Pass -- The pass will en-
able Library card hold-
ers to obtain a one-time
free entry into any
Michigan State park or
recreation area, and
free entry into over 100
participating cultural in-
stitutions.  Ask at the
circulation desk for
more details.

For more information about events at the library call (313) 733-6822, or
visit its website at  http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you can also access

the online catalog. The library is located at 2360 Caniff.
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THE CONCERNED WOMEN OF HAMTRAMCK
PRESENTS

THE 21st ANNUAL
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

PRAYER BREAKFAST

“A LIFE OF LOVE AND ACTION”

January 15, 2018
9 AM - 11 AM

Hamtramck Community Center
11350 Charest Street
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Tickets are $15 and may be purchased through the superintendent’s
office, every HPS principal, or at the door.

(313) 573-0782

Get 
Yourself 
NOTICED!
Place an ad

today.

(313) 874-2100

2 Hamtramck Review Phone (313) 874-2100                                                   Friday, January 5, 2018

Certified by the
State of Michigan

Serving the Community
Since 1997

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
WALK-INS WELCOME

313-365-4547
3022 Caniff St.

— Hamtramck —

slate clean.
Acting City Manager

Kathy Angerer said the
committee is leaning to-
ward excusing 75 per-
cent of the bill, but no
final decision has been
made yet.

Angerer said that while
the city is at fault for the
mechanical failure the
fact remains that “some-
body was using that

water.”
Angerer said she ex-

pects a decision on what
to do with the bills will be
made before the city
hires a permanent city
manager. For those who
will face paying a high
bill, the city will work out
a payment plan.

That appointment
could take place in Janu-
ary.

Water bills prompt
a review Cont. from front page

School Board
• The School Board

will hold an organiza-
tional meeting on Jan.
17, 6:30 p.m. in the Ad-
ministrative Office, 3201
Roosevelt. 

All Schools
• Monday, January 8 --

School resumes for all
students.

Recreation Department
News

• Girls Volleyball: Start
date TBA. Time: 4 p.m.
Grades 4th –8th Uniform
provided, $15 resident.
$25 non-resident.

• Junior League Bas-
ketball: Co-Ed. Ages 8-
13. Locations KMS/DW,

D. East, Holbrook. Starts
Saturday, January 20 at
Community Center at 1
p.m. $15 resident. $25
non-resident.

• Soccer Clinic: Co-Ed
ages 7-13. Practice held
at the Community Cen-
ter. Starts Saturday, Jan-
uary 20, $15 resident.
$25 non-resident.

• Open Basketball: For
students ages 11- 18.
High school students
need student ID for
entry. January 3-5 from
1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Free.

Compiled by 
Janice Gandelman 

• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge)

A professional pharmacy
serving your needs.
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Support Your Local
Businesses - Get Out
on the Hamtown!

It’s Time to Pray, 
Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-5191   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

We are an Active
Parish Serving the

Community 

Celebrating 96 Years of Traditional, Catholic,
and Democratic Church

Jan. 6 - Solemnity of Epiphany of 
Our Lord, Mass 10 am

Jan. 13 - Soup Kitchen, 2-4 pm
Feb. 2 - Blessing of Candles, Mass 7 pm
Feb. 3 - Blessing of Throats, Mass 10 am

Feb. 10 - Polish Dinner Fundraiser 4-7 pm

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

Leaders
in Short-Term

Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery 
and quality care through 
our comprehensive 
rehabilitation program.

Second Front Page

By Charles Sercombe
Here we are not even a

few weeks into the begin-
ning of winter, and a bitter
cold arctic blast has al-
ready put the region – in-
cluding most of the
country – into a deep
freeze.

As The Review went to
press Thursday, tempera-
tures dipped down to the
single digits for the highs
and minus degrees for
the lows.

According to weather
forecasters the Detroit
area will get a break this
Monday when temps will
climb to the low 30s –
something that will feel
like a heatwave.

But that rise will only be
temporary. For the rest of
the week highs will only
be in the 20s.

Not only has it been
super cold, we have al-
ready experienced record
amounts of snowfall for
this time of the year.

If it’s already this cold,
this soon, what’s to ex-
pect for the remainder of

the winter season? 
It’s not good.
According to the Old

Farmer’s Almanac, which
some dismiss has a
bunch of hocus pocus,
the bitter cold will con-
tinue along with heavy
snowfall. It’s all due to the
low number of sunspot

activity, plus some other
factors the book does not
reveal.

According to actual sci-
ence, you can blame La
Nina winds for this year’s
unusual cold snap – and
yes, more snow.

The only warm spots in
the continental US are

southern Florida and
southern California.

For those with their
eyes on the calendar, win-
ter has another 11 weeks
until the first day of
spring, which is March
20.

No word yet on what’s
coming for summer.

Arctic freeze captures the region
and much of the country

community. The former
Tau Beta building on Han-
ley once served Ham-
tramck’s rapidly
expanding Polish immi-
grant community back in
the 1920s.

At the Tau Beta Center,
immigrants were taught
how to assimilate into
their new country.

Many old-timers have
fond memories of the
building. 

This rebirth came
under the guidance of
Superintendent Tom
Niczay and the School
Board.

Asked how the district
managed to make this
dramatic turnaround,
Niczay said it all had to
do with sacrifice and de-
termination.

“The turnaround is be-
cause of a supportive
Board of Education who
work together extremely
well,” said Niczay. “Their
decisions are based on
what is best for the dis-
trict as a whole.”

As for the financial
comeback, Niczay was
quick to credit the dis-
trict’s chief financial offi-
cer, Sherry Lynem, and
her staff. 

Helping out, too, were
school employees, in-
cluding teachers, who all
had to take a financial
cut to see through the
rough times.

“We were extremely
happy to make up lost
wages and unfreeze
salary steps during the
most recent contract ne-
gotiations,” Niczay said.

The district’s success
story didn’t stop there in
recent years. For the sec-
ond year in a row the dis-
trict enjoyed a
partnership with the De-
troit City Football Club,
which experienced phe-
nomenal fan attendance
last year.

The soccer team
leases Keyworth Sta-
dium, which the district
owns, and in turn it has
pumped hundreds of

‘Newsmaker of the Year’ is a story of 
a phenomenal comeback
Continued from front page

thousands of dollars into
renovating the 1930s-era
stadium.

Not only has the team
attracted wild fan sup-
port, local businesses
have also seen spillover
from fans. Our local bars
and restaurants have en-
joyed upticks in business
on game days, and there
is reasonable suspicion
to believe there has been
an increase in invest-
ments locally from this
fan interest.

The district also em-
braced the Ralph C. Wil-
son, Jr. Foundation,
which aims to get kids
more active in sports
and health activities. The
program was presented
at Keyworth Stadium last
July, and it was met with
open arms here.

Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. was
the former owner of the
Buffalo Bills football
team. He died a few
years ago, but his wife,
Mary, is carrying on the
foundation’s mission.

She was on hand at
the event and said her
husband’s foundation is
prepared to donate mil-
lions of dollars to local
programs across the
country that promote
kids being more physi-
cally active.

Hamtramck school offi-
cials are hoping to part-
ner up with the Wilson
Foundation down the
road.

The future for the
school district is now
looking brighter than ever
before.

Tau Beta
A Hamtramck Public School

“A place that is safe and understanding of the
needs of immigrants”

Register at the Administration Building
3201 Roosevelt St. • Hamtramck • 313-872-9270

Hamtramckans are bundling up to face the bitter cold temperatures that have
hit the region and country as well. From the looks of things, the cold snap is
going to last the entire winter.

School Superintendent Tom Niczay and the school
board have worked together to dig the district out of
a budget deficit to a point where there is now a grow-
ing budget surplus.



By Alan Madeleine
Special to The Review

They are here -- and
anyone with an interest
in Hamtramck Schools
should be glad for it.

The "They" in this story
is the We Are Here Foun-
dation, which has just
donated $30,000 worth
of classroom and office
furniture to the Ham-
tramck schools. The or-
ganization also
partnered with the office
supply chain, Staples.

Which particular
schools benefitted, and
what they specifically re-
ceived, was not men-
tioned in the press
release The Review re-

ceived. The 501’c’3
foundation is centered in
Mt. Clemens, and has as
its primary stated func-
tion the cleaning up of
their nearby waterways.
They estimate helping
pull out 8.5 million tons
of debris from the Clin-
ton River and Lake St.
Clair over the past two
decades.

The group delivered the
school furniture to the
lucky recipients in five
truck loads in November.
Schools in Highland Park
and Centerline also ben-
efitted this year.  Other
districts in the area will
likely become next year's
beneficiaries.

They gain most of the

money and goods they
pay forward through so-
liciting private and corpo-
rate donations of used
boats and cars, or else
through direct donations
of gently used office fur-
niture. They modestly de-
flect most of the kudos
to Staples.

If you are interested in
donating or just want to
know more about the
program, contact Tom
Cleaver at the Founda-
tion, at either (586) 463-
9400, or on his email at
cleave@aol.com.

Meanwhile, some stu-
dents and faculty around
here will be sitting pretty
for some time to come.

4 Hamtramck Review Phone (313) 874-2100                                                   Friday, January 5, 2018

For every $100 spent in locally owned
business, $68 returns to the community

source: the350project.net

Get Out on the Hamtown!

Holb
roo

k S
t.

Brom
bach

Florian St.

Just Across 
the Street from
St. Florian Church!

Lum
pkin St.

313-875-1700
2460 Florian St. • Hamtramck
www.DentistSamiBilani.com

Family and Cosmetic
Dentistry

• All porcelain crowns, 
bridges and veneers.

• Root Canal Treatment 
including wisdom teeth.

• Surgical extraction of
impacted wisdom teeth.

• Invisible Dura flex 
dentures and partials.

• Gum Treatment.
• Sleeping Apnea 

treatment.
• Teeth whitening.

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday

10am-6pm  
Friday 10am-2pm

Most Insurances Accepted

— Dr. Myron Lederman —
• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses • Hammer Toes 

• Bunions • Ingrown Nails • Foot and Ankle Injuries

Senior and Diabetic Foot Care
Over 30 Years Experience 

9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

(313) 872-4076

M-T-Th-F  9am-4pm • W - Sun closed 
Sat - 9am-2pm

Please call for appointment

In Area
House

Calls

Medicare
Covered Diabetic
Shoes

By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck may have

a new holiday tradition.
A couple weeks be-

fore Christmas, the
newly-opened Wood-
ward Throwbacks
hosted an open market
in its two-story building
that featured artists,
crafts and a host of
other talented folks
selling their wares.

The former auto deal-
ership was packed with
shoppers and revelers.

Those attending could
also indulge in home-
made food and craft

beer.
The event, a rarity for

Hamtramck, inspired or-
ganizers to plan for sim-
ilar offerings in the
coming year.

Woodward Throw-
backs is located at Jos.
Campau and Casmere
and specializes in cre-
ating custom furniture
out of reclaimed wood.
The building was once
home to Garrity Dodge.

Open market attracts hundreds of craft merchants and revelers

School district gets early
Christmas present 

Scenes from the recent
Open Market held at
Woodward Throwbacks a
few weeks ago.
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FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600

$895

In Our Opinion

Well, here we are in
the first week of the
new year.

As is usual at this
time of the year, most
of us have high hopes
for the coming year. 

For the city, we are
confident that its
progress and growth
will continue. As we
noted on the front page
of this issue, the Ham-
tramck Public School
District deserves much
praise for its accom-
plishments in the past
year.

The school district
has been a key partner
with the city in making
massive improvements
and is a major contribu-
tor to the city’s phenom-

enal economic growth.
Hamtramck is defi-

nitely on the map these
days for developers.
One of the biggest influ-
ences, we feel, has
been the huge success
of the Detroit City Foot-
ball Club and its part-
nership with the school
district, and to an ex-
tent also the city.

That club’s amazing
fan support has un-
doubtedly attracted de-
velopers and investors.

Hamtramck’s real es-
tate is red hot right
now, and we expect
more empty buildings
to be snatched up in
the coming year.

If you are not a partic-
ipant in the city’s eco-

nomic comeback, con-
sider yourself tipped
off: Now is the time to
invest.

What’s even more
gratifying is the number
of young adults starting
up businesses here
and successfully finding
their niche. 

Hamtramck is a text-
book example of how to
reinvent a city.

While some of our in-
frastructure needs re-
pairing, we have good
bones here – a founda-
tion that can easily be
built up again.

Hamtramck is going
to have an exciting year
ahead. You can bet on
it.

Here’s to looking
forward to a new year 

Review: Opinion Page

The Hamtramck Review
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Prohibition in 
Hamtramck: Gangsters, 
Gunfights & Getaways
Now Available! $21.99

Available at 
Hamtramck Historic 

Museum
Hours: Sat. 11am-4pm,

Sun. 11am-4pm

313-893-5027
9525 Jos. Campau
— Hamtramck —

www.HamtramckHistory.org

“There is one story
about my father that was
often told in the bars and
social halls of the city,
and it was told long after
his passing. Many of
those who retold the
story are gone too. I fear
it will disappear unless I
keep the memory alive in
living archives like this
column.

“The story goes like
this: In June 1957, De-
mocrat John F. Kennedy,
then junior U.S. Senator
from Massachusetts,
traveled to Detroit for an
American Relief for
Poland dinner. He was
beginning to build his
candidacy for a run at the
presidency in 1960 with
a series of targeted visits
that would help build mo-
mentum with important
groups of voters.

“A big part of JFK's
campaign strategy was
to appeal to Eastern Eu-
ropean ethnic communi-
ties in cities across the
Midwest. An overwhelm-
ing percentage of Polish-
Americans were
Democrats in cities like
Chicago, Milwaukee,
Cleveland, Buffalo and
Detroit. Energizing a vot-
ing bloc that large could
mean the difference be-
tween winning and losing
the election.

“My father was then
the Detroit/Hamtramck
president of a Cleveland-
based organization
called the Alliance of
Poles of America, which
was on Caniff at that
time (in the building that
now contains B&H Bar &
Grill). Someone needed
to pick Kennedy up from
the airport and the task
fell to him. 

“When he arrived at
the airport, my dad was
stunned to see what he
said was 'just a kid wear-
ing Levi's' getting off the
plane. He was carrying
his suit on a garment
hanger and needed to
change. They went into
the men's room to look
for a stall, which cost a
dime then to enter and
lock. But Kennedy didn't
have a dime. 

“So my father fished
out a coin and opened
the stall. When Kennedy
emerged, he was said to
‘look like a million dol-
lars.’ Which, of course,
he was worth – and then

some beyond that.”
To this I will add a rec-

ommendation for anyone
interested in politics of
that era to seek out the
documentary film “Pri-
mary,” which follows
Kennedy and then-rival
Hubert Humphrey as they
campaign in Wisconsin in
the fall of 1960. It's
available as part of the
Criterion Collection's
DVD/Blu-Ray box set
called “The Kennedy
Films of Robert Drew &
Associates.”

After attending several
playoff soccer games
this summer, I was in-
spired to write about
what I call the Ham-
tramck hospitality econ-
omy: 

“One big takeaway
from this weekend expe-
rience on two perfect July
evenings was how wel-
coming Hamtramck has
become. Hospitality is
the city's greatest asset,
and in aggregate, its
largest employer.

“Food, drink, football;
art, music, theater; mul-
ticulturalism and diver-
sity; affordability,
walkability and street
life: all are magnets for
people seeking urban ad-
venture, day and night.
It's all part of the new
Hamtramck economy,
and it is humming, under-
stated and modest, on
multiple fronts. If you
have a good idea you can
convert it to action and
make it work here. 

“It's no surprise that
Detroit City Football is a
smash hit in Hamtramck.
The city was built for pub-
lic life, for strangers to
meet and become
friends; or, more proba-
bly, enjoy each other's
company for a night and
never see each other
again. Chance meetings
and accidental discover-
ies are the law of the
land within these two
square miles of city life.”

One of my favorite pull-
out quotes of 2017 was
from Hamtramck Public
Schools superintendent
Thomas Niczay. After the
school district purchased
the building that housed
the Academy of Interna-
tional Studies, Niczay
told the Detroit Free
Press that the school will
serve the immediate
neighborhood, saying:

"They (will) walk. It’s like
a classic American situa-
tion here – families walk-
ing their kids to school." 

In City Life, I ran with
the picture Niczay
painted of what should
be commonplace in a city
built for basic pedestrian
activity by digging up an-
other quote:

“In a city the size of
Hamtramck, walking is
the best first option to
reach your destination.
Cycling is second best,
getting there by car a dis-
tant third. The superin-
tendent’s message to
children and parents is
an important one. 

“Children that walk to
school perform better in
the classroom. From an
article I found at irish-
times.com: ‘A Dutch
study of 20,000 children
aged 5-19 proved that
those who cycled or
walked to school per-
formed better on tests
demanding concentra-
tion, the effects of which
lasted up to four hours
after they began the
school day.’

“Now think about this,
an idea sure to be con-
sidered absurd only a
few years ago: today you
can live in Hamtramck,
not own a car and enjoy
a high quality of life. I
have a car, which I sel-
dom drive, but I am cur-
rently imagining my life
without it. 

“I would save between
$1,200 and $1,400 a
year in insurance costs
(that number is reason-
able compared to others
that pay much more), an-
other $500-$1,000 in
gas and basic mainte-
nance (that number
could be higher if serious
repairs or replacement
parts are needed). 

“So let’s say without a
car I save around $2,500
per year. Ride sharing op-
tions, like Uber and Lyft,
are available usually
within minutes if I need
to go to the greater
downtown area; and for
longer out of town trips I
can do Zipcar (available
in Hamtramck at
zipcar.com/detroit). I am
also open to sharing
rides with friends who
have cars. Otherwise, I
walk or ride my bike (I
need an upgrade, will be

Adventures close to home 2017
Continued from front page

Continued on page 6

Condolences… At the
time we went to press
Thursday, there was not
much information avail-
able, but it was with great
sadness that we heard
about the passing of
Kathleen Hanlon of the
public school district.

Hanlon died on Jan. 2.
She was a much beloved
member of the Horizon
High School staff and will
be very much missed.

Our thoughts go out to
her family and friends.

New term… The city
council held its first meet-
ing on Tuesday, which was
set up just to take care of
some housekeeping du-
ties. The year’s meeting
schedule was adopted as
well as the appointment
of the Mayoral Pro Tem.

Once again it was Coun-

cilmember Anam Miah
who will serve in the two-
year appointment.

The vote was completed
in one passing, which is a
little unusual. In past
years it took several tries
before an agreement was
reached.

Miah has been a light-
ening rod during the past
few years, having clashed
with former City Manager
Katrina Powell on a num-
ber of issues.

In what some insiders
considered a surprise
move, newly-elected
Councilmember Fadel Al-
Marsoumi voted along
with Councilmembers
Miah, Abu Musa and
Saad Almasmari to ap-
point Miah to the posi-
tion.

Those voting against
Miah were Councilmem-

bers Andrea Karpinski
and Ian Perrotta. 

Mayor Karen Majewski
had no vote on the mat-
ter, unless there had been
a tie.

It was thought that Al-
Marsoumi would be voting
along the lines of Karpin-
ski, Perrotta and Majew-
ski since they kind of ran
as a slate in the recent
election.

Miah and Councilmem-
bers Karpinski and Per-
rotta and Mayor Majewski
have also clashed in the
last few years on many is-
sues.

With Al-Marsoumi’s vote
in this matter, his relation-
ship with his former slate
mates is going to be
strained – at the very
least. 

How this plays out is
going to be interesting. 
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31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110
HUD Certified

Looking to buy single & 
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Certified 
Residential 
Specialist

Get It Sold in the
Real Estate Corner

Call Dave at 
(313) 874-2100 to

Place Your Ad!

John Ulaj 
Commercial Broker/Owner

A HUD Certified Agent

3002 Roosevelt • $73,000
SINGLE FAMILY HOME

Everything practially new in house.
Living room, dining room, kitchen

2234 Evaline • $82,000
2-unit

3227 Yemans • $54,900
Single family, 2 bedroom

11394 Sobieski • $63,500
2 bedroom

Popular Night Club for Sale
Includes Liquor License

Comes with adjacent parking lot
9819 Conant • Hamtramck

leanneconger@gmail.com

Hamtramck - Single Family
1953 Norwalk - $99,900 - PENDING!
12320 McDougall - $89,900 - PENDING!
Hamtramck Multi-Family
3428 Holbrook - $149,900 - NEW PRICE!
Commercial
12145 Conant (store front) - $119,900  - PENDING!
Hamtramck Vacant Lot
2395 Commor - Vacant Land - $9,900 - NEW PRICE!
Vacant Land
5052 Scotch Settlement, Almont Twp. - 5 acres - $79,900 - NEW!
Parcel 1A Kovac Ln, Dryden Twp - 5.12. acres - $85,500 
Parcel 1G Kovac Ln, Dryden Twp - 6.47 acres - $91,900 - PENDING!
Elandell Lane, Attica Twp., 2.5 acres - $34,900 
Rochester Rd., Dryden Twp.- 3.62 acres - $34,899 
LOT 19 Master's Dr., Metamora Twp -$29,900

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

Marlette
6328 Marlette St - Marlette-$17,900 - HANDYMAN 
SPECIAL! NEW PRICE!
Shelby Twp.
52482 Van Dyke Ave. - $235,000
Addison Twp.
3152 Curtis Rd. - $695,000, 38 ACRES!
Imlay Twp.
4227 Cade Rd. - $139,900 - 11 ACRES! 
Lapeer
5345 Davison Rd. - $199,900 - PENDING!
66 Hill Place Dr. - $39,900 - NEW!

DiamondRealty and Associates

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger
Hamtramck Native/Specialist

Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist 

Visit www.DiamondRealty-Associates.com
for more information

$$$$$
Looking to 

Sell Your Home
for Top Dollar?
Call me today

while the 
housing supply is 

still low.
11608 Gallagher

4 bedrooms, 1.5 baths
Call Leanne (586) 214-4663

for details

$74,900

Coming events
WEDNESDAYS, 7 p.m., every second

Wednesday of the month – The 3C7 and Mid-
town Block meets at 2339 Caniff PCS Senior
Day Center. This block club includes all resi-
dents and businesses west of Jos. Campau
and north of Holbrook.

SATURDAY, January 13, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. –
Hamtramck’s Recycle Center is open at Caniff
and McDougall. Drop off your recyclables for
free.

Wayne County Food 
Assistance Program (TEFAP)

for Hamtramck Residents
Bring proof of income, and picture ID

8625 Jos. Campau
11am-12pm

Every 2nd Monday 
of the Month

looking for a new or used
cruiser this winter).”

Update: I am still look-
ing for that cruiser, but by
the looks of it the winter
will be a long one and I
will have plenty of time to
find one.

In addition to walking
as a way to benefit
health of body and mind,
I also integrated the rela-
tionship between two of
my current passions:
walkable discovery and
creative economy advo-
cacy.

As part of the latter I
work with artists and en-
trepreneurs from Berlin
who are making Ham-
tramck a destination for
food, lodging, academic
inquiry and social explor-
ing when they are in De-
troit.

Last winter, I met Mar-
tin Knispel, a German
filmmaker doing a docu-
mentary he is calling
“Detroit Diaries.” He
found a place to stay just

west of Hamtramck,
along the Plymouth/Can-
iff DDOT coach line, but
he spent a good deal of
time here – at Oloman
Cafe, Bumbo's and De-
troit Threads. 

Part of that column,
which discusses techno
as a catalyst for eco-
nomic and cultural
growth, went like this:

“It is a cultural and so-
cial movement that has
its origins in Detroit, in
the 1980s, and is con-
sidered a high art form in
Berlin. A German court
ruled last year that popu-
lar techno spots like
Berghain and Kraftwerk,
where the Detroit-in-
spired Tresor clubs (there
are four in one building
and a larger performance
space on an upper floor
of a decommissioned
power station) and label
are housed, are not sim-
ply entertainment ven-
ues but on par with
concert halls where sym-

phonies, philharmonics
and modern classical
dance companies per-
form. 

“Martin and I talked
about that over a
Bangladeshi/Indian buf-
fet at Zam Zam on Co-
nant, one of three
Hamtramck commercial
districts that could bene-
fit from techno tourism.
He says the difference
he sees between techno
in Detroit and Berlin is
that it is not taken seri-
ously as a business or in-
dustry here, despite its
storied local origins. 

'"In Berlin, it's what
drives the economy, by
bringing tens of thou-
sands of young people to
the city each weekend,"
he said. ‘People come
for other things too, for
art and food and other
kinds of music, but it is
the excitement of partici-
pating in techno culture
that is the key to it all.
The city itself under-

stands this and markets
Berlin as a place where
creativity has economic
value."'

There is a lot to digest
in that excerpt, but I want
to highlight the last
words of Knispel's
quote: “A place where
creativity has economic
value.”

He's talking about
Berlin, but we are focus-
ing on tactics and strate-
gies that can work closer
to home. Hamtramck can
benefit by acknowledging
it is creativity above all
else that can lead the
way to future cultural and
economic growth.  

It is a theme I will re-
turn to in future columns.

Enjoy the holidays, we'll
keep walking and writing
about we find in 2018.

Walter Wasacz is a
Hamtramck writer and
creative economy advo-
cate who helped found
the Detroit-Berlin Con-
nection.

Adventures close to home 2017
Continued from page 5

Sudoku

Solutions on page 7
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Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING  
(313) 365-8630

1
/2

9
/1

6

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

892-2122

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PLUMBING

6
/3

0
/1

3

HEATING & COOLING

Service Directory

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

POWDER COATING

HAMTRAMCK, 2 br. flat
on Danforth St.,
$600/mo. + $600 de-
posit, move-in ready, 313-
712-6021. 1/12

Beautifully remodeled, 1
br. upper, Hamtramck,
separate utilities, secu-
rity deposit, $550/mo.,
credit check, 313-590-
1000. 1/5

One bedroom upper, liv-
ing, dining, kitchen, bath,
bet. Joseph Campau &
Mackay, water & heat in-
cluded, $550/mo., 1 mo.
sec. deposit, proof of in-
come, one person only,
313-247-4948. 1/5

Upper flat, 1 br., 1 bath,
living, dining rm., kitchen,
beautiful apartment,
newly decorated, fur-
nished, heat and water
included, $525/mo.,
across from White Ele-
mentary School, call Nel-
son, 313-310-3540. 1/12

Hamtramck, studio apart-
ment, stove, refrigerator,
586-943-8814 Ask for
Benny. 1/5

12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 5
BR, upper and lower each
have kitchen, bath, dining
and living rm, Palo and
Diane, 248-659-2325.

5095 Evaline, full bed-
room, 2 full baths, living
and dining room, kitchen,
full basement, $900/
mo., call 313-303-3460,
313-310-3540. 1/12

2 br., 1 full bath, full
kitchen, good for single
person or student, weekly
or monthly rate available,
313-415-1767. 1/12

13110 Moenart, 3 br., liv-
ing, dining, kitchen, bath,
full basement, partially
remodeled, double lot,
beautiful home, new car-
peting, new painting,
$800/mo., call Nelson,
313-310-3540. 1/12

Handyman special, De-
troit, 5830 Rowley, brick,
3 bedroom, 3 bath,
garage, new roof, asking
$35,000, 313-377-
8763. 1/12

2954 Goodson, 4 br., liv-
ing, dining rm., kitchen,
full basement, 2 car
garage, turn-key house,
$125,000, 248-879-
2521, ask for Pete.

Single family home,
everything practically new
in house, living room, din-
ing room, kitchen, 3002
Roosevelt, Asking
$73,000 1/26

Popular White Star night-
club for sale, 9819 Co-
nant, includes liquor
license and adjacent
parking lot, 248-866-
1110. 1/19

All positions chef, cook,
dishwasher, driver, Maine
Street Restaurant ask for
Mario 313-368-0500.

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

PAINTING

Let Our  Service 
Directory 

Do the Work 
For You! 
Call Dave 

(313) 874-2100

IN “VINCE”ABLE
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior • Power Washing 
10% Senior Discounts

Free Estimates
Vince 

586-838-7598
— Serving Macomb & Wayne County —

BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

ESTIMATES

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Hamtramck 

Since 1965.
• Licensed & Insured 

• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any 

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning or
Sewer Cleaning Job

Installation or Repair
Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in 
all phases of 

Air Conditioning,
Freon Charge,   

Plumbing, 
Heating, 
Sewer 

Cleaning & 
Excavation. 

Service • Installation • Repairs
Fast Same Day Service 

Radio Dispatched

Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

Deadline for
classifieds for next
week is Thursday 

at Noon
(313) 874-2100
to Place Your Ad

CALL TODAY:
248-542-8022
586-298-2380

FULLY STOCKED TRUCKS TO SERVE ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

MASTER PLUMBER
LICENSED & INSURED

AVAILABLE 24/7
EXPERT SEWER & DRAIN 

CLEANING
CERTIFIED BACKFLOW TESTING

$20 
OFF

New clients only. Not to be 
combined with any other offers.

  www.waterworkplumbing.com

PLUMBING? SEWER? DRAIN 
PROBLEMS? WE CAN HELP!

Hiring Professional
Plumbers!

Benefits include:
• Top Pay    • Insurance
• Vacation   • Holiday Pay

1
2
/3

1
/1

7

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log

covers Dec. 23-30.

Saturday, December 23
• At about 2:30 a.m. a

resident was ticketed for
possessing an open bot-
tle of intoxicant in public.

• A Klinger resident re-
ported someone dam-
aged two cars.

• A Florian resident re-
ported a package stolen
from their front porch.

Sunday, December 24
• A Detroit resident

was arrested after a traf-
fic stop for disorderly
conduct and obstructing
officers.

• At about 4 a.m. a De-
troit resident was ar-
rested after a traffic stop
for drunk driving, driving
without a license and
being wanted on a Ham-
tramck warrant.

Monday, December 25
• A Detroit woman re-

ported that while walking
on the Caniff overpass, a

male wearing all black
clothing and a mask im-
plied he had a gun and
robbed her of her cell-
phone and Michigan ID.
The woman, who was
seven months pregnant,
was taken to Detroit Re-
ceiving Hospital for ob-
servation.

Tuesday, December 26
• At 2 a.m. a resident

was arrested after a traf-
fic stop for drunk driving
and driving without a li-
cense.

• At 5:30 a.m. two
women were arrested for
domestic violence.

• A  Detroit resident re-
ported he had been car-
jacked.

Wednesday, December
27

• A Hamtramck resi-
dent reported their vehi-
cle was stolen.

• Officers were dis-
patched to a building
with multiple alarms
going off. Officers found

Continued on page 8

Advertisers should check their ad follow-
ing first publication. The newspaper shall
not be liable for failure to publish an ad,
for a typographic error or errors in publi-
cation except to the extent of the cost of
the ad for the first day’s insertion. Adjust-
ments for errors is limited to the cost of
that portion of the ad wherein the error
occurred. We reserve the right to clas-
sify, revise or reject any classified ad-
vertisement.

HOUSE
FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR SALE
BY REALTOR

HELP 
WANTED

Counseling
Vent-Line Counseling 

and Pastoral Care
989-582-0520

U R Worth It !
SHRINKRAP68@GMAIL.COM

1/5/18

COUNSELING

HOUSE
FOR SALE

STUDIO APARTMENT 
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR SALE

BAR
FOR SALE
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an open door, cleared the
building, and turned it
over to a keyholder.

• A resident reported
the theft of a package.

• A Detroit resident re-
ported the theft of a cat-
alytic convertor from his
car while it was parked in
the 9400 block of Buf-
falo.

Thursday, December 28
• A Hamtramck resi-

dent reported being as-
saulted by a co-worker in
the 12100 block of Co-
nant.

• A New York resident
reported her license
plate had been stolen.

• A resident in the
9300 block of Charest
reported someone dam-
aged her back door.

• Michigan State Po-
lice reported a car stolen
out of Hamtramck was
recovered in Garden City.

• A business reported
a person changed a

check made out for
$1,000 to look like it
was for $4,000 and
cashed it.

• A domestic violence
report was taken in the
2000 block of Belmont.

Friday, December 29
• A resident was tick-

eted after a traffic stop
for possessing narcotic
paraphernalia and driving
with an expired license.

• A resident reported

their car was stolen in
the 5000 block of Ye-
mans.

Saturday, December 30
• A Norwalk resident

was arrested for assault.
• A Detroit resident re-

ported her ex-boyfriend
assaulted her in the area
of Conant and Jacob.

• A Hanley resident re-
ported someone slashed
her car tire in front of her
residence.

Get Out on the Hamtown!
Continued from page 7

— Dr. Kabra —
9811 Conant • Suite 2 

Comprehensive
Cleaning

$69
$190 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

Walk-Ins Welcomed. Open Saturday & Sunday too!
Exceeding Your Expectations

Consultation
Exam & X-Ray

$29
$75 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

We perform all areas of 
Dentistry with specialty in:
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Endodontics
• Dental Implants 
• Oral Surgery
• Restoration & Whitening    
• Crown & Bridges
Enhancing your smile, health & life.

T H E  AV E R A G E  A D U LT  I S

Missing at Least 2 Teeth.
Call today to schedule your 

FREE private implant consultation.

K Dr. KabraK
PEARL DENTAL

CALL NOW 313.870.9423

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Tuesday, January 23, 2018, 7:00 p.m.

CITY OF HAMTRAMCK
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PY 2018

Pursuant to Federal guidelines, the City of Hamtramck is announcing its objectives
and possible uses for developing projects using Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) funding. 

For Program Year 2018, the City of Hamtramck anticipates receiving an allocation of
approximately $213,143 in Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Funds.

The City of Hamtramck, City Council will be holding the initial Public Hearing on Tues-
day, January 23, 2018, at 7:00 p.m., in the City Council Chambers on the 2nd Floor
of City Hall, 3401 Evaline, Hamtramck, MI  48212, to receive initial comments re-
lated to the stated objective below from the public on the PY 2018 allocation.  A list
of possible projects allowable under this funding is available in the Hamtramck City
Clerk’s Office. 

CITY OF HAMTRAMCK OBJECTIVE
To promote economic health and financial equity through activities that improve the
business environment, facilitate regionalism and collaborations, create and retain
jobs, improve job skills, or provide an overall high quality of life in the City of Ham-
tramck focusing on activities that benefit low-and moderate-income persons and
meet national objectives for the program. 

The public is invited to attend and comment at the public hearing or to make writ-
ten comments on or before the dates of the hearing.  Written comments should be
made to the attention of the Kathy Angerer, Acting City Manager, 3401 Evaline
Street, Hamtramck, MI  48212. 

PLEASE NOTE: This notice is posted in compliance with PA 267 of 1976 as amended
(Open Meetings Act), MCLA 41.71 a (2)(3) and the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA).

City of Hamtramck will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services,
such as signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being
considered at the Meeting to individuals with disabilities at the Meeting or Public
Hearing upon 10 day notice to the City Clerk’s Office. Individuals with disabilities re-
quiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the Hamtramck City Clerk by writing
or calling the Clerk’s Office at (313) 800-5233.

Published January 5, 2018

Get Yourself 
NOTICED!

Place an Ad in the Review
Call (313) 874-2100

As the church bells ring proclaiming the birth of Christ we at

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Parish
wish you a Merry Christmas and for the coming New Year - 

health, happiness and prosperity.
Pastor Fr. Janusz Iwan and Parish Staff

Christmas Season 2017
3851 Prescott, Hamtramck, MI 48212 • 313-891-1520

www.ourladyqueenofapostles.com 
Sunday, December 24 - Christmas Eve
Regular Mass (Polish & English)................................................9:30 am
Christmas Vigil Family Mass (English)........................................4:00 pm
Solemn Midnight Mass (Polish & English) ..............................12:00 am
Preceeded by the singing of Christmas Carols ........................11:30 pm

Sunday, December 25 - Christmas Day 
Mass in Polish & English ............................................................9:30 am

Sunday, December 31 - New Year's Eve ................8:00 am, 9:30 am

Monday, January 1 - New Years Day
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God - Mass (Polish & English)....11:00 am

Saturday, January 6 - Mass (English) ..................................5:30 pm

Sunday, January 7- Epiphany of the Lord
Mass ..................................................English 8:00am, Polish 9:30 am
Blessed chalk and Incense available

Email address: qofaparish1917@gmail.com

Let’s 
celebrate 
our friend

Arnie

In Memory of Arnold North

Meet at 
Suzy’s Hamtramck on

Sunday, January 7 at 3pm

Bring pictures and stories

Hosts: 
Krystle and Irene Schultz

Food at 5pm


