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Quote of 
the week …
Who said this, and what is it
about? You can find the
quote and the story it be-
longs to somewhere in the
pages of this issue.

“As with any lawsuit
any attorney fees are
borne by the city and
insurance company

jointly.”

Quote of 
the week …

FRD PHARMACY
9811 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 871-1115
Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

www.sav-mor.com

DRUG STORES

“Your Pharmacy Experts”

Make 
sure your 
heart is
happy 
AND 

healthy.

Additional Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and Generic

Medications

$400
GENERICS
30-DAY SUPPLY*

$999
GENERICS
90-DAY SUPPLY*

Over 500 drugs available. 
See www.sav-mor.com for details.

Manage Your Meds Anywhere with
the FRD Pharmacy MOBILE APP

Chicken

& Waffles

$ 699
Gyro,

Fries & Pop

$ 799

Burger,

Fries & Beer

$ 699Try Our 
Famous

RibsOpen Mon-Sat 6am-11:30pm
Closed Sunday

WE CATER!
Gift Certificates Stop in for aSmoothie!

You can help feed
the needy and get
some fun exercise all
in one night.

The good folks at
Friendship House are
hosting “Fowling for
Food” on April 28, 7-10
p.m.

For $30 in advance
or $35 at the door, you
get to fowl (which is a
combination of football
and bowling) for three
hours, enjoy pizza and
salad and get a chance
to win a raffle.

Your donation will go
toward supplying food
for hundreds of low-in-
come families and indi-
viduals who rely on
Friendship House.

Friendship House
has been located in
Hamtramck for years,
and for those who
need to check out its
services, it’s located at
9540 Conant.

The Fowling Ware-
house is located at
39091 Christopher, off
of Conant.

Continued on page 4

3236 Caniff St. • Hamtramck 48212

www.amarpizza.com
For Fast Pickup, Call In Your Order

We Deliver

313-366-0980
12195 Jos Campau • Hamtramck 

Corner of Jos Campau 
& Carpenter

NEW
LOCATION!

NEW
LOCATION!

Download
Our 
App!

OPEN 7 DAYS

By Charles Sercombe
Homeowners, consider

yourself warned:
The city will soon ag-

gressively go after repair-
ing collapsed sewer lines
in the alleys.

Mark Ragsdale, the Di-
rector of Public Works,
said letters will begin
going out in the next few
weeks to property owners
telling them their sewer
line hook-up has col-
lapsed and needs repair.

That fix is not cheap.
It’s estimated repairing
the lines costs anywhere
from $3,000 to $5,000
and homeowners have to
pay for that.

The city began charging
homeowners for repairs a
couple of years ago. In
the past, the city ate
those costs, but accord-
ing to the administration
the city’s ordinance on the
matter puts the financial
responsibility on the
shoulders of homeown-

ers.
For whatever reason,

past administrations ig-
nored the ordinance.
There is a way to avoid
that expense, though.

The city has partnered
with Service Line War-
ranties of America for a

unique protection plan
that costs homeowners
only $7.75per month.

As long as the insur-
ance policy is in place be-
fore a homeowner gets
notification from the city,
the insurance company
will cover the repair – at

least up to $4,000.
“Once the letter gets

out, it will be too late to
get insurance,” Ragsdale
said.

The need for the repair
becomes noticeable when
the alley pavement behind

By Charles Sercombe
Rather than rack up a

huge legal bill, the city
settled a “Whistle-
blower’s” lawsuit filed by
a former department
head.

The city has agreed to
pay Steve Shaya, the for-
mer Director of Public
Works, $75,000, said
City Attorney Travis Mihe-
lick.

“This was a business
decision made by the
city’s insurance com-
pany,” Mihelick said.

He added that the city’s
insurance company will
pay the entire settle-
ment. The deal must still
be approved by the city’s
Receivership Transition
Advisory Board.

The board was ap-
pointed by the state to
oversee all city financial
decisions, and it next
meets this coming Tues-
day, March 28.

The RTAB is expected
to accept the settlement.

Shaya was initially
seeking $10 million in
damages.

The attorney for Shaya,

Alley sewer line cave-ins can
end up as a costly stinker 

Continued on page 2

‘Whistleblower’
lawsuit settled
for $75,000 

• Ashley Furniture
• Coaster 

• And Many More

10316 Jos Campau • Hamtramck • Just S. of Caniff • 313-818-0243

Hours: Mon-Sat 9-9 • Sun 10-7 
No Credit Needed for Financing!

FREE
Delivery
within 10 miles

By Walter Wasacz
Mid-afternoon sunlight

streams through my win-
dow as I sit down to write.
I'm about to go for a walk,
my energy renewed after
an unseasonably warm
but wet and windy Michi-
gan winter. 

Spring is here, finally,
and that calls for anticipa-

tory celebration. 
My thoughts turn to

being outside as much as
possible. I've long been
saying we should be out-
side from May to Novem-
ber: walking, talking,
eating, drinking, dancing. 

But if the weather
breaks earlier we should

With spring a celebration
of the arts blooms 

Continued on page 2

Heads up homeowners: The city has identified dozens of collapsed sewer lines
throughout the city and will soon send out letters to homeowners about the
needed repairs. It costs about $4,000 to fix the problem, and homeowners are
responsible for the bill.

Former Director of Public
Works Steve Shaya set-
tled one of two lawsuits
he filed against the city.

Photographer Marcin Szczepanski will have photos
he took from South American wetlands communities
on display at Oloman Cafe this Saturday, March 25.



be out there even sooner.
Our year is split roughly
between living in a drab
beige and brown environ-
ment for six months and
enjoying various shades of
vibrant green for the other
six months. 

The quality of human life
is enhanced when we
marry it to plant life. Urban
trees, for example, help
cool down the air and re-
move pollutants from it,
helping us breathe a little
easier as we walk around
the city. 

I met a young filmmaker
from Berlin yesterday
doing an open-ended proj-
ect here, with no precon-
ceived idea of what his
subject will be. That's per-
fect, I thought, let it de-
velop as it will, paying
attention to the changing
seasons and the burst of
colors that will soon begin

to help transform and
make life visible again in
the city.

I've seen artists and
other visiting creative peo-
ple from Germany and
elsewhere react with awe
to the sudden natural
eruption of green, pink and
white that comes with
springtime after the bar-
renness of winter. Nature
asserts itself by sharing
its beauty with us. It's our
little secret, an unexpect-
edly tender gift to the
world.

Speaking of gifts, the
season brings with it a
bunch of cool arty events
that will help make the
transition from dark to
light, cold to warm, more
fun.

Tonight (Friday, March
24) is the official grand
opening of Ant Hall, which
has been hosting periodic
music and theatrical per-
formances since last fall
and more recently was the
setting for the Hamtramck
Music Festival's opening
party.

Doors for tonight's event
open at 6 p.m. A grand
opening ceremony starts
the night at 7 p.m. fol-
lowed by a performance of
“The Detroit Musical” at 8
p.m. 

The cast and crew party

at 7 Brothers Bar (which
was moved from its loca-
tion on Jos. Campau and
is now tucked into the
southwest corner of the
hall) is at 10 p.m. followed
by music by the Scrappers
and Matt Dmits at Ghost

Light, another bar inside
the building. The renova-
tion work on the former
BHA (and before that
PRCU) Hall is impressive,
well worth checking out.
There will be food from Pol-

This week at the library...

For more information about events at the library call
(313) 733-6822, or visit its website at  

http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you can 
also access the online catalog.
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ESL Class – Monday,
March 27, 9 a.m. and
2:30 p.m. English as a
Second Language
classes are free to all
Hamtramck residents.
Registration is re-
quired.

ESL Class – Wednes-
day, March 29, 9 a.m.
and 2:30 p.m. ESL
classes are free to all
Hamtramck residents.
Registration is re-
quired.

ESL Class – Friday,
March 31, 9 a.m. and
2:30 p.m. English as a
Second Language

classes are free to all
Hamtramck residents.
Registration is re-
quired.

Build a Better World
– Every Wednesday in
March, 3:30 – 5 p.m. --
Join us for a month of
story time, reading
games and special ac-
tivities led by guest
readers. 

Wayne Metro’s Free
Tax Program -- Mon-
days, 10 a.m-4 p.m. The
service offers accessi-
ble services throughout
Wayne County, with dif-
ferent times and loca-

tions.  While appoint-
ments are encouraged,
walk-ins are also ac-
cepted. To make an ap-
pointment, please call
(734) 284-6999 or
(313) 388-9799.

Michigan Activity
Pass -- The pass will en-
able Library card hold-
ers to obtain a one-time
free entry into any
Michigan State park or
recreation area, and
free entry into over 100
participating cultural in-
stitutions.  Ask at the
circulation desk for
more details.

Free Home Delivery
$4.00 • 30 DAY SUPPLY
$9.99 •  90 DAY SUPPLY

Send us your refills 24-hours a day
through our mobile app!

www.AzaalPharmacy.com

9834 Conant • Hamtramck
313-872-0021

Medical
Clinic 

On-Site

M-F 10am-6pm
Sat 10am-4pm

Sun closed

CURBSIDE
PICKUP &
DROP OFF
Call for details
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• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge)

A professional pharmacy
serving your needs.

Certified by the
State of Michigan

Administrator
Elias Ahmed Uddin

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
WALK-INS WELCOME

313-365-4547
3022 Caniff St.

— Hamtramck —

your house caves in. The
likely cause of that de-
pression is a leak in the
homeowner’s sewer line
that caused a washout
below the pavement.

Ragsdale said many
more sewer lines will be
repaired this year to coin-
cide with the beginning
stage of a citywide alley
resurfacing.

The first alleys to be
resurfaced will be those
along Jos. Campau.

The insurance program
protects against leaks,
breaks and clogs due to
normal wear and tear,
age, ground shifting and
tree root intrusion.

“Homeowners believe
that the pipes located on

their property will last for-
ever or that the city will re-
pair the line if it breaks,”
said City Manager Katrina
Powell when the insur-
ance program was first
rolled out. 

“That’s simply not the
case. Many factors con-
tribute to the life ex-
pectancy of a line such as
tree root intrusion, ground
shifting, weather and age
– all factors which are
covered through the Serv-
ice Line Warranties of
America warranty pro-
gram.” 

For more information
about the program or to
enroll, call (866) 922-
9006, or go online to:
www.slwofa.com.

Alley sewer line 
cave-ins can end up 
as a costly stinker 
Continued from front page

2403 Holbrook
Hamtramck

313-872-0387
Home of the Original

Taco & Reuben Pierogies

Lunch & 
Dinner Served 

Noon-8pm
Lake Perch 

Dinner

March 25th
Saturday

Benefit Show for Friends of 
Historic Hamtramck Stadium

8pm
EVERY SATURDAY 

& SUNDAY
Boboville Brunch 11 to 4

With spring a celebration of the arts blooms 
Continued from front page

Continued on page 4



Alpha Delta Kappa
(ADK) is an international
honorary organization of
women educators dedi-
cated to educational ex-
cellence, altruism and
world understanding. 

In this spirit — and in
celebration of the 50th
Anniversary of the found-
ing of the Hamtramck
Public Schools’ chapter,
ADK-Beta Nu — it was de-
cided to raise much
needed funds for a gem
of our school community,
the Hamtramck Public Li-
brary.  

Funds raised will be
used to benefit the Chil-
dren’s Collection or Chil-
dren’s Programming at
the library.  Donations up
to $24.99 receive a
thank you note.  Dona-
tions $25.00-$49.99 re-
ceive a thank you note
and a personalized book
plate in a book in the Chil-
dren’s Collection. 

Donations $50.00 and
over receive previous gifts
and a vintage Hamtramck
Library T-shirt.

Please make checks
payable to Friends of the
Hamtramck Public Library
and send to Jackie
Dziedziula (Co-President
of ADK-Beta Nu) at Early
Childhood Elementary
School 11680 Mc-
Dougall  Hamtramck MI.
48212 by March 30 to be
included in the ADK
fundraiser.

Donations directly to
the Friends of the Ham-
tramck Public Library are
welcome year round.
ADK Beta Nu is sponsor-
ing Reading Month activi-
ties each Wednesday
during the month of
March at the library.
Thanking you in advance
for your contribution.

Dickinson East Elemen-
tary School

Eight students from

Dickinson East were
treated to an Optimists of
Downtown Detroit lunch-
eon on March 15. 

The students were final-
ists who competed for a
spot in the annual Opti-
mist International Orator-
ical Competition at the
local level.  

The results from the
girls' division were: first
place, Nazifa Suhal; sec-
ond place, Jasmin
Begum; and third place,
Nilla Ghose. 

The boys' division re-
sults were: first place, Al-
Khalil Mashrah (also last
year's champion); second
place, Fahim Uddin;
and third place, Marwan
Nazad.  

Two honorable men-
tion/alternates were
Shazid Khan and Tarik
Custovic.  They were
asked to present their
speeches as a bonus. 

The fifth and sixth
graders were escorted to
the event by Nazad's

mother, Dilruba Miah, and
the students' coach,
Rahiel Housey-Johnson.
Assistant coach, Karen
Swords, was unable to at-
tend. 

The speeches began
with the title, "What the
World Gains from Opti-
mism", but took different
twists and turns for each
competitor. 

Students made power-
ful connections with quo-
tations from historical
figures, current events,
personal accomplish-
ments, and tales of
courageous feats as they
held the judges spell-
bound.  

After the contest, the
group enjoyed a bit of
sightseeing in Downtown
Detroit and a photo op-
portunity at the Riverwalk. 

The next phase will
occur on a Saturday in
April when Al-Khalil
Mashrah and Nazifa
Suhal will defend their ti-
tles against students who

are sponsored by other
Optimists clubs. The
team has been invited to
return for the Winners'
Circle and Law Day Lunch-
eon on May 2. We wish
these students good luck
in the next competition. 

Early Childhood Elemen-
tary School News 

It has been very busy
at the Early Childhood El-
ementary School for
March is Reading Month.
Students have celebrated
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It’s Time to Pray, 
Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-5191   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

We are an Active
Parish Serving the

Community 

Celebrating 94 Years of Traditional, Catholic,
and Democratic Church

March 29 - Lenten 
Devotion, 7 pm

April 5 - Lenten 
Devotion, 7 pm

April 8 - Soup Kitchen, 
3-4 pm

Second Front Page

Continued on page 5

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

Leaders
in Short-Term

Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery 
and quality care through 
our comprehensive 
rehabilitation program.

 

 

Saturday, March 25th 
 12:00 p.m.- 5:00 p.m. 

OPEN HOUSE 

 

Hamtramck Health Center 
Questions? E-mail ahaimout@waynecounty.com     

9021 Joseph Campau, Hamtramck MI 48212 

 

Wayne County 
Healthy 
Communities 
invites you 
and your 
family to our 

o Free food & Tour! 
o Free blood pressure & glucose 
checks! 

o Ascension | St. John Providence 
Mammography Screening 
Center-Mammography checks! 

o Meet the doctors, staff, & 
board members! 

 

Hamtramck Police 
Department Auction

March 30, 2017 at 10:00 AM
B&G Towing, 8100 Lynch, Detroit, MI 48234                                                                      
14 Dod Charger   4D   2C3CDXCT3EH113867
00 Chev Impala   4D  2G1WH55K5Y9248619
01 Ford Explorer SUV 1FMZU73E81ZA03491
03 Cadillac CTS   4D   1G6DM57N730153695
07 Pontiac G5     2D     1G2AL15F177127439
01 Chev Prizm     4D    1Y1SK52811Z437789
97 Saturn SL2     4D    1G8ZK5276VZ277502
09 Honda Civic    4D    2HGFA16609H351347
00 Honda Civic    2D    1HGEJ8242YL031733
00 Nissan Xterra 4D   5N1ED28Y6YC558540
03 Chev Silerado PU    2GCEK19T631140355
97 GMC Jimmy   SUV1GKDT13W9V2566088
02 Chev Avalan   PK   3GNEK13T62G139616
08 Chev Impala   4D    1G1ZG57B484191958
04 Pont Gd Prix   4D   2G2WP522541354533
98 Ford E350 VAN    1FDWE37L0WHC03330
01 Mazda MPV    SW  JM3LW28Y010188979
1988 BMW 735   4D   WBAGB4317J3203808
90 Nissan Stanza4D    JN1FU21P7LX824100
95 Ford Taurus    4D    1FALP52U7SG126846
                                                                      

Hamtramck Police 
Department Auction

March 30, 2017 at 11:00 AM
B&T Towing, 2411 Vinewood, Detroit, MI 48216

99 Ford Ranger   PK    1FTYR10C2XTA13138
04 Ford Focus     4D    1FAFP36314W170272
94 Merc Benz      4D  WDBGA43E0RA183965
03 Ford Taurus    4D     1FAFP55233A180561
01 Dodge Neon   4D    1B3ES46C21D246911
00 Toy Corolla     4D    2T1BR12E6YC338565
01 Nis PathfinderSW JN8DR09Y11W587666
02 Pont Aztek      SW  3G7DA03E62S567491
                                                                      
                                                                      

ECE students celebrated
Dr. Seuss’ birthday.
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Fitzgerald Public Schools:
The Best Choice for Your Family

Open Enrollment for Schools of Choice
April 17 - May 19

For more information:
Call (586) 757-7070
Or go to �tz.k12.mi.us/register

Fitzgerald Public Schools:
 O�ers the �rst-class academic and enriching extracurricular programs that students and 
parents demand of their schools in the 21st century. 

 Has a graduation rate of 91 percent, which is 11 points higher than the state average.

 Provides top-notch science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) programs — 
including advanced robotics — that prepare students for college and careers.

Schools of Choice Open House
For high school families
Monday, April 17 from 6-7 p.m.

Fitzgerald High School 
23200 Ryan Rd. in Warren

Fitzgerald Public Schools is there for our students from 
Pre-K to first day (on the job)! 

Mark Koroi, said that al-
though the city won’t
have to pay the settle-
ment, it spent over
$200,000 in attorney
fees on this case and an-
other one involving
Shaya.

“The city could have
settled earlier,” Koroi
said. “We’re glad the fed-
eral case has been set-
tled – it’s been three
years.”

Mihelick said there was
a principle behind fighting
Shaya’s allegations.

“It was important to de-
fend this to show Mr.
Shaya’s claims had no
merit,” Mihelick said.

He added a magistrate
did exactly that.

“The city and all defen-
dants were vindicated,”
Mihelick said.

As for the fees, Mihe-
lick said that is in-
evitable.

“As with any lawsuit any
attorney fees are borne
by the city and insurance
company jointly,” he said.

In his lawsuit, which
was filed in Federal Court
in 2015, Shaya accused
several city employees
and department heads in
his lawsuit of using eth-
nic slurs regarding his
Chaldean heritage and re-
taliating against him after
he made several accusa-
tions of wrongdoing.

Shaya was fired in
2014 by former Emer-

gency Manager Cathy
Square after Shaya ad-
mitted he was the uncle
of a contractor who did
work for the city and
whom he supervised and
authorized billings to the
city.

His relationship with
the contractor had not
been known. Shaya filed
a separate lawsuit in
Wayne County Circuit
Court regarding his firing.
That case is still pending.

Prior to the settlement
a magistrate judge rec-
ommended to the federal
judge overseeing the law-
suit to have the lawsuit
dismissed. The judge
overseeing the lawsuit or-
dered both sides to hold
settlement negotiations.

At that time Mihelick
said the city would have
considered a settlement
“if it makes financial
sense.”

Shaya’s lawsuit had
claimed he was subject
to a hostile work environ-
ment created by former
Police Chief Max Gar-
barino, former Acting City
Manager Eric Tungate,
former city administrator
Kyle Tertzag and various
city employees.

The magistrate judge
who recommended dis-
missing the case noted
that none of Shaya’s alle-
gations of ethnic slurs or
other comments and ac-
tions failed “to rise to the

level he perceives them
to be.”

Citing case law, the
magistrate said Shaya
“has simply failed to
show conduct ‘so outra-
geous in character, and
so extreme in degree, as
to go beyond all possible
bounds of decency and to
be regarded as atrocious
and utterly intolerable in
a civilized community.’”

In one instance he was
allegedly called an “Arab
prince,” in another he
was called “ghetto,” and
in another he was chas-
tised for being “too busy
with your sand meet-
ings.”

The magistrate said the
comments -- if they were
truly made -- were “mere
insults, indignities,
threats, annoyances,
petty oppressions, or
other trivialities.”

Shaya’s lawsuit also in-
cluded allegations of re-
taliations for actions he
took.

In one instance he al-
leged that two water de-
partment employees shut
off water service to his
sister, who at the time
lived in the city, in re-
sponse to his allegation
that one of them commit-
ted water billing fraud.

As it turned out, Shaya
admitted in a deposition
that his sister had been
behind in paying her
water bill at the time.

‘Whistleblower’ lawsuit 
settled for $75,000 Continued from front page

ish Village. Ant Hall is at
2320 Caniff, just west of
the Hamtramck Public Li-
brary. Tickets are $10 and
available here: www.plane-
tant.com.

Public Pool, the store-
front art space on Caniff
that celebrates seven
years of quirky creativity
this month, is throwing a
big fundraising party at
Jam Handy (it's at 2900 E.
Grand Blvd in Detroit's
nearby North End neigh-
borhood). 

Called “A Wild Gift for
Detroit,” the event fea-
tures headliners John Doe
and Exene Cervanka of
Los Angeles-based punk
legends X. They will do an
acoustic set. Also perform-
ing: Supercoolwicked, the
Vitas, Yada Yada, and DJs
Ryan Spencer and James
Insight.

The party is this Satur-
day and goes 7 p.m. to
midnight. Tickets are $15
in advance and $20 at the
door. 

All proceeds go to Public
Pool, which operates as a
break-even business and
relies on volunteers and
other supporters to keep
its curatorial and commu-
nity engagement mission
afloat.

Get an advance ticket or
make a donation here:
http://publicpool7.brown-
papertickets.com/

Also this Saturday:
Marcin Szczepanski, a
multimedia director/se-
nior producer at the Uni-

versity of Michigan and for-
mer video producer and
photojournalist at the De-
troit Free Press, has a
show of his photographs
taken in the wetlands of
South America opening at
Oloman Cafe.

Szczepanski, who now
lives in Ann Arbor but was
born in Poland and came
to the U.S. in 2000, wrote
this description of own his
work: 

"Life and death are part-
ners in a beautiful dance
in Pantanal. The largest
tropical wetlands in the
world, the Pantanal lies on
the border of Brazil and
Bolivia and spans an area
10 times the size of
Florida’s Everglades. Here
voracious piranhas are ru-
mored to eat toddlers who
fall into the river, jaguars
kill horses left on flooded
pastures, and dogs and
bulls fight daily for fe-
males and food. Nature
surrounds and shapes the
lives of humans in Pan-
tanal."

The opening reception is
7-9 p.m. Oloman Cafe is
at 10215 Jos. Campau.

Next Friday, Polish-Amer-
ican artist Wojtek Sawa,
who is based in Sarasota,
Florida, opens his immer-
sive exhibition “The Wall
Speaks – Voices of the Un-
heard” at Bank Suey. 

The multimedia piece
makes use of history to
draw viewers into sharing
contemporary experiences
of marginalization of immi-

grants and refugees.
Sawa says he chose to

bring the exhibition to
Hamtramck specifically as
“the meeting place of past
and present America,
home to diverse marginal-
ized immigrant communi-
ties. Hamtramck
exemplifies opportunities
and challenges presented
by a multicultural city, the
only U.S. city with a major-
ity-Muslim city council.” 

The “Wall Speaks”
opens at Bank Suey
(10345 Joseph Campau)
on March 31, at 7 p.m.
The exhibition will run
through Memorial Day,
Monday, May 29. There
are several special events
planned for the two-month
run of the show. We will
drop in and write about it
again in the coming
weeks.

Also next weekend is
Hatch Art's annual juried
exhibition featuring 54
artists and 60 art works. 

Treena Flannery Ericson
serves as jurist this year,
choosing from over 300
entries. Artists include
Jide Aje, Linda Allen, Emi-
lie Beadle, Jennifer Belair,
Craig Billings, Alyssa Bog-
dan, Steve Boni, Jef
Bourgeau, Jackie Brooks,
Jeff Cancelosi, Roy Feld-
man and many others.

Hatch Art is in the for-
mer Hamtramck Police
Station, 3456 Evaline St.
The opening night recep-
tion is April 1, 6 - 10 p.m.

With spring a celebration of the
arts blooms Continued from page 2
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In Our Opinion

It comes as no sur-
prise that a majority of
community leaders in the
state have problems with
the state’s emergency
manager law, according
to a recent University of
Michigan study.

One of the main beefs,
which Mayor Karen Ma-
jewski shares, is that
emergency managers,
who are appointed by the
state, don’t deal with the
core financial problems a
municipality faces.

The biggest structural
problem is the result of
reduced state financial
contributions and rising
legacy costs – meaning
pension obligations.

The governor and state
legislature are currently
wrestling with the prob-

lem many communities
are having in keeping up
with pension payments.

The former Hamtramck
emergency manager,
Cathy Square, left the
problem of fixing the
city’s pension costs with
the city’s administration.
The state is also paying
for financial experts to
help out in this issue.

We’re left scratching
our head wondering why
the emergency manager
didn’t lift a finger in tack-
ling this subject while
she was here for 18
months.

That was a serious
loss of an opportunity be-
cause the emergency
manager law gives EMs
special powers to force
change. In Hamtramck’s

case, it was an opportu-
nity that was squan-
dered.

Now, local officials, es-
pecially the city manager,
must tackle this issue
head-on and all alone.

What is particularly
concerning is that Ham-
tramck has twice now
been placed under state
supervision because of a
financial crisis. The root
of each instance was a
loss in revenue and an
inability to pay for serv-
ices – including pension
obligations.

If our legacy costs do
not come under control,
it is inevitable that Ham-
tramck will be thrown
into another financial
meltdown.

Emergency manager law fails
to address core financial issues 

Review: Opinion Page

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600

$895

The Hamtramck Review
Published every Friday

3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212  
Phone: 313-874-2100   Fax: 313-874-2101

www.hamtramckreview.com • email news@thehamtramckreview.com
Publisher:  John Ulaj • (248) 866-1110 •  julaj@thehamtramckreview.com
Editor: Charles Sercombe Office Manager:  Jean Ingenthron
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Florian St.

Just Across 
the Street from
St. Florian Church!

Lum
pkin St.

313-875-1700
2460 Florian St. • Hamtramck
www.DentistSamiBilani.com

Family and Cosmetic
Dentistry

• All porcelain crowns, 
bridges and veneers.

• Root Canal Treatment 
including wisdom teeth.

• Surgical extraction of
impacted wisdom teeth.

• Invisible Dura flex 
dentures and partials.

• Gum Treatment.
• Sleeping Apnea 

treatment.
• Teeth whitening.

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday

10am-6pm  
Friday 10am-2pm

Saturday 9am-1pm
Most Insurances Accepted

Dr. Seuss' birthday, wore
shirts that they could
read to each other, cele-
brated St. Patrick's Day
with song, stories and
rhymes and had guest
readers coming through-
out the day on March 20
to read to the classes. 

Guest readers included
Mayor Karen Majewski,
the Hamtramck Fire De-
partment fire fighters and
school staff from Ham-
tramck Public Schools
District.  The staff and
students from ECE would
like to thank all those
who took time out of their
busy schedules to come
and read.

This week kindergarten
through second grade will
be going to the Detroit In-
stitute of Arts which was
made possible through a
Target grant to enrich the
students’ art apprecia-
tion.  

Next week, a special
reader will be coming to
Ms. Janice Rakoczy's and
Mrs. Rosemary Haacke's
first grade classes.   Radio
personality Allyson Mar-
tinek, from WNIC 100.3 Jay
Tower’s morning show, will
be reading to the students
on March 27. The students
have been looking forward
to her coming to read all
month.

Hamtramck High School
News

Congratulations to the
Hamtramck High School
DECA students for an out-
standing job at the state
DECA conference.  The
DECA program received
two awards at the confer-
ence.  

The first award was for
growth in the DECA chap-
ter and the other award
was for raising over
$1,100 for MDA.  

Eight students were rec-
ognized with medals for
their outstanding perform-
ance at the competition:
Ameer Ismail, Linda
Ivanoic, Una Jakupovic,
Selma Kaltak, Khalil
Nasher, Maida Ribic, Naida
Ribic and Tahmim Sid-
diquee.   

Selma Kaltak, Maida
Ribic and Nadia Ribic
qualified for the national
competition.  

This is the DECA team’s
best performance to
date.  Thank you to Ms.
Rula Bilbeisi and Mr. John
Rostek, the student advi-
sors, for the outstanding
job you are doing with the
DECA team and congratu-
lations to all the students
for a great performance.  

We look forward to the
national competition and
wish those students good
luck.

All Schools
• Thursday, March 31 --

End of 3rd quarter.
• Thursday, March 31 –

Half day for Horizon High
School- Final exams.

• Monday, April 3-7 --
No school for

students. Spring Break.
• Monday, April 10 --

School resumes.

Athletic Events
• Friday, March 24 --

HHS Girls’  Varsity Soft-
ball vs. Pontiac A E at 5
p.m. Home.

• Saturday, March 25 --
HHS Girls’ Varsity Soccer
vs. Harper Woods at 9
a.m. at Mumford.

• Monday, March 27 --
HHS Girls’ Varsity Softball
vs. Dearborn Fordson at 5
p.m. Home.

• Monday, March 27 --
HHS Boys’ JV Baseball
vs. Dearborn Fordson at
4:30 p.m. Home.

• Monday, March 27 --
HHS Boys’ Varsity Base-
ball vs. Dearborn Fordson
at 4 p.m. Away.

• Wednesday, March 29
-- HHS Boys’ Varsity Base-

ball vs. Detroit CMA at
4:30 p.m.   Home.

• Wednesday, March
29 -- HHS Girls’ Varsity
Soccer vs. Summit Acad-
emy at 4:30 p.m. Home.

• Friday, March 31 --
HHS Girls’ Varsity Softball
vs. Macomb Christian at
4:30 p.m. Home.

• Friday, March 31 --
HHS Boys’ JV Baseball
vs. Warren Fitzgerald at
4:30 p.m. Away.

• Friday, March 31 --
HHS Boys’ Varsity Base-
ball vs. Rochester Hills
Lutheran NW at 4:30
p.m. Home.

• Friday, March 31 --
HHS Girls’ Varsity Soccer
vs. Cesar Chavez at 4:30
p.m. Away.

Compiled by 
Janice Gandelman

Get Out on the Hamtown!

Continued from page 3

Above and below: A Hamtramck firefighter and Mayor
Karen Majewski were guest readers at ECE during
national reading month.

Below: Students from Dickinson East Elementary
School participated in the annual Optimist Interna-
tional Oratorical Competition and after the event vis-
ited the Detroit Riverfront.
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31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110
HUD Certified

Looking to buy single & 
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900
danrojek@remax.net

JohnUlaj@comcast.net
Certified 

Residential 
Specialist

Get Out on the Hamtown!

John Ulaj
Commercial Broker/Owner

A HUD Certified Agent

Wayne County Food 
Assistance Program (TEFAP)

for Hamtramck Residents
Bring proof of income, and picture ID

8625 Jos. Campau
11am-12pm

Every 2nd Monday 
of the Month

3308 Evaline • Hamtramck
4-Bedroom single-family home. Full-base-

ment, newer roof and furnace w/central air.
Updated plumbing & electrical.

$89,900SOLD Capo Bar
11625 Jos Campau

Without liquor license.
North Jos Campau

— Dr. Myron Lederman —
• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses • Hammer Toes 

• Bunions • Ingrown Nails • Foot and Ankle Injuries

Senior and Diabetic Foot Care
Over 30 Years Experience 

9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

(313) 872-4076

M-T-Th-F  9am-4pm • W - Sun closed 
Sat - 9am-2pm

Please call for appointment

In Area
House

Calls

Medicare
Covered Diabetic
Shoes

JONES
Larry Jones

Sr., 62, died
March 11,
2017.

Mr. Jones
was a retired

self-employed real estate
investor.

He was preceded in
death by his sisters,
Sheila Tucker and Sybil
Jones.

Mr. Jones is survived by
his former spouse, Norma
Jones; daughter, Norma
(Shawn) Chavis; son,
Larry (Kimberly) Jones, Jr.;
brothers, Frank (Joan),
Harold (Donna) and Oscar
Jones, Jr.; sisters, Sharon
(Mike) Jeakle and Marilyn
Goodwin; grandchildren,
Jordan, Jaiden, Justin,
Heaven, Selena, Larry;
many nieces and
nephews.

Funeral arrangements
were made by Krot Fu-
neral Home, and funeral
services were held March
17 at Krot Funeral Home.
Interment was at Gethse-
mane Cemetery.

PELAK
L o r r a i n e

Pelak, 71,
died March
18, 2017.

Ms. Pelak
was the

beloved mother of David
Carter; loving sister of
Joanne McHarg, Christine
Silisavage, John (Gilda),
Daniel, Michael (Ingrid),
Kathy (Phil) Pelak-Reggio,
James (Michelle), Philip,
Joseph, the late Carol
Novak, Edward, Thomas,
and Sister Barbara Jean
Pelak; many nieces and
nephews also survive.

Visitation was Tuesday,
at Jurkiewicz & Wilk Fu-
neral Home, Hamtramck.
The funeral Mass was
held Wednesday at St. Hy-
acinth Catholic Church,
3151 Farnsworth, Detroit,
with private cremation fol-
lowing.     

By Charles Sercombe
Saturday night (March

25) is going to be busy,
busy.

There will be two impor-
tant fundraisers happening
that night, which will take
some planning ahead to
make it to both.

At Kelly’s Bar, a get-to-
gether will be held to raise
money for Friends of His-
toric Hamtramck Stadium.
Funds raised here will go
toward improving the
grounds of the baseball
field that was once home
to the Detroit Stars.

The fun starts at 7 p.m.
and admission is $5,
which includes entertain-
ment by four bands: Hem-
lock Park, The Britemores,
Loose Koozies and The
Cowboys.

Also on hand will be
food, and a chance to win
a raffle and prizes. Kelly’s
is located at 2403 Hol-
brook.

The Detroit Stars were
part of the famed Negro

League in the 1930s. The
grandstands at the field
are also slated to be re-
paired at some point once
financing is secured.

Here is what the Friends
of the Stadium have to say
on its Facebook page
about the historical signifi-
cance of the site:

“Historic Hamtramck
Stadium is one of only a
handful of Negro League
home ballparks still in ex-
istence and the grand-
stand and field are in
Veterans Memorial Park on
the south side of Ham-
tramck.

“It was the home field of
the Negro National League
Detroit Stars in 1930-
1931 and in 1933. The
Stadium was also home to
the Detroit Wolves of the
short-lived Negro East-
West League in 1932 and
to the Negro American
League Detroit Stars in
1937. In 2012, the sta-
dium was placed on the
National Register of His-

toric Places.”
The Friends want to bring

back old-fashioned base-
ball – or “base ball” as it
was once spelled out -- as
well as invite people to play
other sports at the site.

The organization has
partnered with the city and
public school district. You
can learn more about the
organization at: www.ham-
tramckstadium.org

Also on Saturday, Ham-
tramck’s funkiest art
gallery, Public Pool, is get-
ting a special financial
boost thanks to Los Ange-
les rockers, Exene Cer-
vanka and John Doe, who
are part of the legendary
band “X.”

The pair will perform at
the Jam Handy building at
2900 East Grand Blvd. – a
short 10-minute drive from
Kelly’s, south of Ham-
tramck. This is a rare treat,
and admission is a very
moderate $15 in advance
and $20 at the door.

There will also be a cash

bar, and the event starts at
7 p.m. 

According to a Metro
Times article, the gallery is
behind in bills and has lit-
tle in the way of revenue
stream. Unlike other gal-
leries, the article pointed
out, Public Pool doesn’t
rely on sales of art pieces.

This is what Public Pool
has to say about itself, and
Saturday’s event according
to its Facebook page:

“Seven years, over 40
shows, more than 300
artists, 19 and counting
Good Tyme Writers Buf-
fets, four operas, and one
robotic smash-up derby.
We’re still here and we’re
cooking with gas, ducks in
a row, and suddenly one of
our favorite bands has
plane tickets with plans to
hit the Motor City and help
us celebrate.”

Public Pool is located at
3309 Caniff.

Saturday offers fundraisers 
for two worthy local causes

leanneconger@gmail.com

Hamtramck
3027 Trowbridge St. - $99,000  - PENDING!
11412 Klinger St. - $64,999 - SOLD!
1952 Yemans - $59,900 - PENDING!
2429 Faber - $72,500 - NEW!
Vacant Land
LOT 19 Masters Drive, Metamora, .71 acres -
$35,900 

Hosner Road, Dryden Twp. - $99,900 PENDING!
15 Mile Rd., Sterling Hgts., 17.75 acres - 
$199,900 -  PRICE REDUCED!

Elandell Lane, Attica Twp., 2.5 acres - $39,900
2210 Bristol Rd., Imlay Cty, 2.53 acres - $34,900 -
PRICE REDUCED!
Dryden
4347 Grove - $199,900
4712 Dryden Rd. - $399,900
4340 Bishop Rd. - $169,900 - PRICE REDUCED!

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

Warren
11757 Hovey St. - $119,900 
Metamora
4067 River Street - $147,500
Lynn Twp.
8862 Cade Rd. - $249,900 - PRICE REDUCED!
Rochester Hills
380 W. Tienken Rd.Home for Lease or 
sale/commercial potential - $1350.00 or $219,900. 
Zoned FB1 (small business) or residential
Addison Twp.
1400 Mack - $147,900 - PENDING!
Clyde Twp.
5696 Cribbins Rd., $58,000 - NEW!

Land Contracts 
Available on  Many

Properties!

DiamondRealty and Associates

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger
Hamtramck Native/Specialist

Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist 

2429 Faber
2-Family Lots of updates

$72,500
Text Me for Open House Details 

Visit www.DiamondRealty-Associates.com 
for more information

In Loving Memory of

BRIAN S. ZALIWSKI
March 30, 1976 ~ 

September 11, 2002

Gone but never forgotten, 
Love the Zaliwski Family
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Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING  
(313) 365-8630

1
/2

9
/1

6

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

892-2122

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PLUMBING

6
/3

0
/1

3

HEATING & COOLING

Service Directory

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

POWDER COATING

2 br. lower, 1 bath (full),
kitchen, living and dining
rm., pantry, Holbrook St.
near Kelly’s Bar,
$650/mo. + 1 ½ mo.
sec. dep., includes water
for 2 people, fresh paint,
no pets, no access to
basement, no appli-
ances, tenant pays heat
+ elec., call 248-579-
3872. 3/31

Non-smoker preferred,
$450/mo. + deposit, fur-
nished, all utilities and
internet included, 313-
434-9759. 3/31

Furnished single room,
gentleman preferred,
$300/mo. + $300 sec.
deposit, utilities in-
cluded, call 586-344-
6383. 3/31  

9398 Mitchell, 2 family
house, 4 bedroom, 2
bath, asking $48,900,
313-516-1053, ask for
Mark. 3/24

For Sale, 30231 E. Jeffer-
son, Brick, 5 br, 1, 2 half
baths, great room, FP, re-
ception counter, foster
care, medical, senior as-
sisted, 1900 sq ft, 2 lots.
Johnksells@gmail.com,
$149,9000. 586-771-
1211.

2954 Goodson, 4 br., liv-
ing, dining rm., kitchen,
full basement, 2 car
garage, turn-key house,
$125,000, 248-879-
2521, ask for Pete.

Established 1991, Asian
Market, famous, well-
known, great reputation
in Troy area. Lots of in-
ventory included with
purchase (coolers and
freezers), east meets
west, $50,000. Ask for
Sam or Frank, 248-635-
3405. 3/31

All positions chef,
cook,dishwasher,driver,
Maine Street Restaurant 
ask for Mario 313-368-
0500.

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

Deadline for 
classifieds for next

week is 
Thursday at Noon

$20 for one week • $25 for two weeks 
$40 for four weeks

Call (313) 874-2100

PAINTING

Let Our Service
Directory Do
the Work For
You! Call Dave
(313) 874-2100

ROOM
FOR RENT

IN “VINCE”ABLE
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior • Power Washing 
10% Senior Discounts

Free Estimates
Vince 

586-838-7598
— Serving Macomb & Wayne County —

BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

ESTIMATES

Advertisers should check their ad fol-
lowing first publication. The newspa-
per shall not be liable for failure to
publish an ad, for a typographic error
or errors in publication except to the
extent of the cost of the ad for the first
day’s insertion. Adjustments for errors
is limited to the cost of that portion of
the ad wherein the error occurred. We
reserve the right to classify, revise or
reject any classified advertisement.

HOUSE
FOR SALE

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Hamtramck 

Since 1965.
• Licensed & Insured 

• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any 

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning or
Sewer Cleaning Job

Installation or Repair
Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in 
all phases of 

Air Conditioning,
Freon Charge,   

Plumbing, 
Heating, 
Sewer 

Cleaning & 
Excavation. 

Service • Installation • Repairs
Fast Same Day Service 

Radio Dispatched

CALL TODAY:
248-542-8022
586-298-2380

FULLY STOCKED TRUCKS TO SERVE ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

MASTER PLUMBER
LICENSED & INSURED

AVAILABLE 24/7
EXPERT SEWER & DRAIN 

CLEANING
CERTIFIED BACKFLOW TESTING

$20 
OFF

New clients only. Not to be 
combined with any other offers.

  www.waterworkplumbing.com

PLUMBING? SEWER? DRAIN 
PROBLEMS? WE CAN HELP!

6/30/17

Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log

covers March 14-20.

Tuesday, March 14
• At about 2 a.m. an

Oak Park resident re-
ported damage to his
car while it was parked
in the 2300 block of
Caniff. A Detroit resident
also reported damage to
his car in the same loca-
tion.

• At a little after 3
a.m. a Sterling Heights
minor was arrested for
possessing narcotics.

• A Pleasant Ridge
resident reported her ve-
hicle was broken into
while it was parked in
the area of Lumpkin and
Caniff.

• A CVS employee re-
ported a retail fraud inci-
dent during which the
suspect threatened her
with a knife.

• A resident turned in
a passport he found on
the sidewalk.

• A Gallagher resident
was arrested for domes-

tic abuse.

Wednesday, March 15
• A Trowbridge resi-

dent reported that she
was being stalked and
harassed by a person
she knows.

• A Commor resident
filed a report for an as-
sault.

Thursday, March 16
• At about 12:30 a.m.

a man was arrested in
the 3500 block of Caniff
for possessing an open
intoxicant and urinating
in public.

• The Hamtramck Fire
Marshall turned in a set
of found keys.

• A Fleming resident
was ticketed for having
her unregistered pitbull
running lose.

• A Zinow resident re-
ported someone stole
their license plate.

Friday, March 17
• A Grayling resident

was arrested for multiple
Continued on page 8

BUSINESS
FOR SALE HELP WANTED

SATURDAY, April 8, 9-3 p.m. – Ham-
tramck’s Recycle Center is open at
Caniff and McDougall. Drop off your
recyclables for free.

Coming events

HOUSE
FOR SALE



outstanding warrants
during a traffic stop.

• A Brombach resident
reported he was as-
saulted by a person he
knows.

Saturday, March 18
• At almost 12:30

a.m. a Detroit resident
was arrested for drunk
driving after he struck a
parked car in the 11600
block of Jos. Campau.

• Officers assisted an
ambulance crew with a
combative patient.

• A Holbrook resident
reported harassing
telecommunications.

• A Detroit resident re-
ported an attempted as-
sault while in
Hamtramck.

Sunday, March 19
• At almost midnight a

Hamtramck resident re-
ported being followed by
a male known to him.

• At 1 a.m. a resident
was arrested for domes-
tic violence in the 3400
block of Doremus.

Monday, March 20
• At 11:30 p.m. a res-

ident in the 2400 block
of Burger reported see-
ing a person wearing or-
ange gloves open his
kitchen window. When
the resident yelled out,
the suspect fled and
drove off in a gray
pickup.

• At 11 p.m. officers
assisted the Fire Depart-
ment with a house fire in
the 2300 block of An-
drus.

• A resident in the
2300 block of Caniff re-
ported the theft of his
moped.

• At 1:15 a.m. an Yp-
silanti resident was ar-
rested after a traffic stop
for possessing an open
intoxicant.

• At a little after 6
a.m. a Detroit resident
was arrested after a traf-
fic stop for fleeing and
eluding, driving without a
license and obstruction.

• A Dyar resident re-
ported that someone
stole money from her
apartment.
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Get Out 
on the 

Hamtown!

— Dr. Kabra —
9811 Conant • Suite 2 

Comprehensive
Cleaning

$69
$190 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

Walk-Ins Welcomed. Open Saturday & Sunday too!
Exceeding Your Expectations

Consultation
Exam & X-Ray

$29
$75 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

We perform all areas of 
Dentistry with specialty in:

• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Endodontics
• Dental Implants 
• Oral Surgery
• Restoration & Whitening    
• Crown & Bridges
Enhancing your smile, health & life.

T H E  AV E R A G E  A D U L T  I S

Missing at Least 2 Teeth.
Call today to schedule your 

FREE private implant consultation.

CALL NOW 313.870.9423

K Dr. KabraK
PEARL DENTAL

Continued from page 7
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Following up on her
promise to make the
Hamtramck 31st District
Court experience more
user-friendly, Judge Alexis
Krot will be holding night
court sessions.

The court is testing the
concept starting Tuesday,
April 11, in which people
can attend to their busi-
ness starting at 8 a.m. to
8 p.m. 

During the trial period
the court will offer a lim-
ited number of services,
such as arraignments,
bench warrants, payment
agreements and traffic

matters. The extended
hours coincides with the
twice monthly Tuesday
evening city council
meetings.

The Tuesday evening
hours will have the city
attorney on hand to
schedule pre-hearing
conferences for traffic
civil infractions.

“It makes sense be-
cause City Hall is already
open late on these dates
for City Council meet-
ings,” said Judge Alexis
G. Krot. “So without ex-
pending additional re-
sources to keep the

building open, the court
is able to offer cus-
tomers the ability to ap-
pear who might
otherwise have trouble
getting to court during
the standard 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. schedule. This fits
within our greater goal of
providing excellent cus-
tomer service.”

Two dates will be set
aside for night court in
April: 

• Tuesday, April 11 – 8
a.m. -8 p.m.

• Tuesday, April 25 – 8
a.m. – 8 p.m.

District court set to test 
extended hours in April 


