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Fresh Soups Made Daily!

We Deliver to Schools 
& Local Businesses

We Make Subs 
Fresh Daily!

Hamtown’s movers and shakers...

Quick Hits
Get your walking shoes

ready.
The newly-formed Ham-

tramck Walkers Alliance
wants to get residents
healthy and interacting this
spring with a series of
town hall-style walks that
feature local officials and
celebrities.
The one-to-two mile

walks will run weekly on
Thursday nights beginning
at 6 p.m. April 16 and end-
ing on May 21. The walks
step off from Zussman
Park in front of City Hall
and wind their way through
the streets of Hamtramck. 
The first host of the

evening will be Mayor
Karen Majewski.
Here’s the schedule for

the rest of the season:
April 23: Community &

Economic Development Di-
rector Kathy Angerer 
April 30: Detroit City

Football Club 
May 7: Historian Greg

Kowalski (meets at Ham-
tramck History Museum,
9525 Joseph Campau) 
May 14: Councilman

Anam Miah 

Continued on page 4

By Charles Sercombe
Thinking of running for city

council this year?
If so, you have less than

two weeks to file to be on the
August Primary ballot. The
deadline to file for one of
three council seats is Tues-
day, April 21.
To qualify, you must be a

registered voter and a resi-
dent of the city. You must also
either pay a $100 filing fee or
turn in a nominating petition
with at least 40 signatures of
Hamtramck voters, but no
more that 100 valid signa-
tures.
If the filing date seems ear-

lier than usual, that’s be-
cause state legislators
recently passed a law bump-
ing up the date by a few
weeks. 
If no more than six candi-

dates sign up for the election
there will be no need to hold
a primary election in August.
The primary whittles down the
number of candidates to two
per seat.
The runoff then happens in

the November General Elec-
tion.

The councilmembers af-
fected by the upcoming elec-
tion are Anam Miah, Robert
Zwolak and Abu Musa.
Councilmembers Zwolak

and Musa say they are seek-
ing re-election. Councilmem-
ber Miah could not be

reached for comment.
If past elections are any in-

dication, there will likely be a
number of candidates running
this year. Former councilmem-
ber Cathie Gordon has al-
ready made it known she
plans to run.

Previously, Gordon opted to
challenge Mayor Karen Ma-
jewski instead of seeking a
another term on council. She
came in fourth place out of
four candidates in that elec-
tion.

By Charles Sercombe
City Clerk August Gitschlag

faced some terrifying mo-
ments on Tuesday.
A man who police said was

having a mental breakdown
managed to climb through
the clerk’s office window and
proceeded to trash the office
in a fit of rage.
Police declined to release

the name of the man, and
said he was subdued by sev-
eral officers after he threw
desks and damaged com-
puter monitors.
Gitschlag said he barely

escaped being possibly as-
saulted by the man. 
“A crazy man built like Ray

Lewis vaulted through the
Clerk's Office service win-
dow and proceeded to de-
stroy the office,” Gitschlag
said on his Facebook page
about the incident. 
“He smashed all the com-

puters, flipped tables and lit-
erally wrecked the office. I
managed to escape out the
back door dodging the last
table he tossed. It took sev-
eral officers to contain him.
It was absolutely terrifying.”
The clerk’s assistant was

not in the office at the time.
Just what caused the man to
become so enraged was not
clear.
But Acting Police Chief

Anne Moise said the man
had called 911 that day.
However, according to the
911 system the man was
apparently calling from a res-
idence in Detroit, not Ham-
tramck.
The man, described to be

about 6-foot, 5-inches tall
and in his 30s or 40s, was
taken to Detroit Receiving
Hospital where he is being
observed. Moise said a de-
tective will be assigned to
the case to see if it warrants
prosecution.
Gitschlag said the man

told him “I’ve been trying to
get a hold of you guys” when
he burst into his office.

by Charles Sercombe
Just when you think every

aspect of Hamtramck has
been written about, there’s
yet another book out on this
very special city.
And to the surpise of no

one, the author of the newest
book on Hamtramck is Greg
Kowalski, who has authored
seven books on the city. He
now has number eight out
and it’s called: “Modern Ham-
tramck,” and it’s part of a se-
ries that Arcadia Publishing is
focusing on called: “Modern
America.”
The book is filled with pho-

tos of memorable events and
places in the city. In a twist,

most of the photos are in
color as opposed to the
usual collection of black and
white photos.
We asked Kowalski, who is

also the Chairman of the
Hamtramck Historical Com-
mission and has been busy
organizing the city’s Historical
Museum, to talk about his
newest book.

Tell us a little about the lat-
est Hamtramck book:
Kowalski: Modern Ham-

tramck is part of a new series
of books being introduced by
Arcadia. It features photos of
towns from the 1950s to the

Change in election law pushes up
deadline for candidates to file

Continued on page 2

Deranged
man tears up 
Clerk’s Office

Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated  
and Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
— FREE ESTIMATES —
Senior Discount Available! 

Call for Details

ALL HOME REPAIRS Interior • Exterior
TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES
• Shingle & Flat Roofs • Sidings & Gutters 

• Chimney Work • Porches

BROTHERS ROOFING & HOME REPAIR

Attention Hamtramck City Councilmember wannabes: Better hurry up and register as a can-
didate if you want to be a part of this year’s election. The deadline to register is April 21,
which is less than two weeks away. There are three seats on council up for election.

Author Greg Kowalski has written his eighth book on Ham-
tramck, and he has another one in the works.

Continued on page 2

Additional 
Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and
Generic

Medications

FRD PHARMACY
9811 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 871-1115
Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

www.sav-mor.com

DRUG STORES

“Your Pharmacy Experts”

$400GENERICS30-DAY SUPPLY*

$999GENERICS90-DAY SUPPLY*
Over 500 drugs available. 
See www.sav-mor.com for details.

Make 
sure your 
heart is
happy 
AND 

healthy.

FRD Sav-Mor Pharmacy
is Proud to Serve

Members



present.
What makes this book se-

ries different is that all the
photos are in color, which is
something new for Arcadia
and relatively unusual for his-
torical books. Most historical
photos are in black and
white.  
This book focuses on peo-

ple, events and businesses
of the past and reflects the
evolving nature of the city.
This book is slightly shorter
than a typical Arcadia book
because the production costs
of color material is greater.
But color brings a whole new
perspective to a photo. It
makes it come alive.

How long does it take you
to put this together? Any spe-
cial challenges?
Kowalski:  It typically takes

about three months to do an
Arcadia photo book. There
are always challenges. The
first is organization. How do
you determine the chapters?
Do you have enough photos
to create a chapter? Can they
be arranged in a logical
order? 
Usually, the organization of

the book is more difficult
than writing the copy. Arcadia
is very particular in its struc-
ture. Photos captions are of
a certain length, the introduc-
tion has a length limitation.
There is a set number of
pages that have to be filled.
You’re limited to the number
of photos per page, etc. All
that has to be taken into ac-

count when preparing the
book. Photos have to be
scanned in a certain way and
some types of photos are not
acceptable. 
That being said, Arcadia is

really great to work with. They
do an excellent printing job,
and I have enjoyed working
with them on all my books.
The second challenging is

assembling the material.
Chapters have to be defined
and laid out in a logical for-
mat. The third challenge is
writing the copy.
That involves research and

digging through the archives
of the Hamtramck Historical
Museum. 
Fortunately, I have been as-

sembling archives on various
aspects of the city since
1998 when the Historical
Commission was formed. We
now have thousands of files
on people, places, events,
businesses, schools,
churches, etc. in our
archives. This makes re-
search vastly easier.

What prompted you to put
this together? 
Kowalski: I was asked by Ar-

cadia if I would be interested
in doing the book. I thought it
was an intriguing idea, but
first wanted to make sure
there were enough color pho-
tos to fill a book. Checking in
our archives I found plenty of
material.

Leo Kirpluk is credited for
taking many of the photos,

can you tell us something
about him?
Kowalski:  Leo was a won-

derful man. I first met him
when I was Editor of The Citi-
zen newspaper back in the
1970s. 
He would attend city council

meetings, and I got to know
him. He was thoroughly dedi-
cated to the community and
fought to improve it all the
time.
Persons like him have

helped maintain the strength
of Hamtramck. He also was
an excellent photographer –
and just an all-around nice
guy. I have his photo on my
refrigerator at home as a re-
minder of how much one per-
son can affect a whole
community. I truly miss him.

Any favorite photos in this
collection?
Kowalski:  I love them all,

but on Page 63 is a simple
photo of the Hamtramck His-
torical Museum. To be able to
have a photo of our museum
– and I mean the historical
museum for all of Hamtramck
– is a symbol of enormous
achievement and the fulfill-
ment of a dream. I am im-
mensely proud that
Hamtramck now has its own
historical museum.

Looking through this, you’d
think Hamtramck was jam-
packed with activities. What
makes Hamtramck so spe-
cial?
Kowalski:  People. A city is

made up of people, and in
that respect Hamtramck is no
different than any other city. 
But here there is an extraor-

dinary number of people who
have a true community spirit.
They love this city. 
Hamtramck has a remark-

able ability to draw you into it.
I discovered this when I was
with The Citizen. It has an al-
most mystical lure that
makes you want to be a part
of it. Sometimes this can
even be overwhelming. But it
generates a fierce loyalty.
And, incidentally, Hamtramck
is jam-packed with activities.
There is always some festival
or event of some sort going
on. These help breathe life
into the community and sus-
tain it. We never want to
stand still.

Any plans for more books
on Hamtramck, and if so,
what subjects? If you have no
immediate plans for another
Hamtramck book, are you
working on something else?
Kowalski:  I am working on

a new book on Prohibition in
Hamtramck now for The His-
tory Press, a sister company
of Arcadia.

It will be published either
late this year or early next
year. I also have plans for
three more Hamtramck
books, but no timetable for
them yet. I need to focus on
the Hamtramck Historical Mu-
seum in the immediate fu-
ture. We are initiating a
series of programs to carry
through the summer and fall. 
The whole Historical Com-

mission is working on that
but it is a major undertaking.
The museum is a full-time job
in itself. 

Other books by Greg Kowal-
ski:
Hamtramck: The Driven City
Hamtramck: Soul of a City
Hamtramck: The World War

II Years
Hamtramck Then and Now
Wicked Hamtramck
Legendary Locals of Ham-

tramck
Modern Hamtramck
All are available at the Ham-

tramck Historical Museum,
the Polish Art Center, Pure
Detroit,  Barnes & Noble,
Sam’s Club, Costco and else-
where.

Free Tax Services - Every
Monday from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Wayne Metro is pro-
viding this free service to
Hamtramck residents
whose income is below
$50,000 per year.  To
schedule an appointment
please call 313-388-9799
or 734-286-6999.  Walk-
ins will be served on first-
come, first-serve basis.

Toddler Time at the Li-
brary - Monday, April 13 at
11 a.m. Join us for story
time, arts & crafts, and
games.  This week’s theme
is “And Then It’s Spring.”

Children's Movie Night -
Tuesday, April 13 at 4 p.m.
All children are invited to
see a movie shown on high
definition screen and enjoy
a serving of popcorn.  This
week’s feature is “Bears.”

Make & Take Workshop
- Wednesday, April 1 at 4
p.m. All children are invited
to an arts and crafts work-
shop.  This week’s theme
is “Youth Art.”

Movie Night at the Li-
brary - Wednesday, April 15
at 6:30 p.m. This week’s
movie “Indiana Jones and
the Last Crusade.”  Enjoy
the movie theater atmos-
phere with the big screen
projection, surround sound,
popcorn and refreshments.

Family Story Time for
Children - Thursday, April
16, at 6 p.m. Join your
friends at the library for a
reading of a storybook for
children “The Paperbag
Pricess.”  This is part of the
Michigan Reads Program.

Meeting of the Library
Board - Thursday, April 16
at 6 p.m. Regular meeting
of the Library Board will be
held in the auditorium.
Open to the public.

Friends of the Library
Meeting - Thursday, April
23 at 6 p.m. FHPL Presi-
dent Kathy Kristy and
Treasurer, George Gorday
invite all members and vol-
unteers to participate in
the regular monthly meet-
ing.

Common Word Alliance
of Hamtramck -  Monday,
April 27 at 7 p.m. The
Hamtramck Common Word
Alliance will hold its
monthly meeting at the Li-
brary.  Refreshments will
be served.  Everyone is in-
vited.

For more information about events at the library call (313) 365-7050, or visit our website at
http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you can also access our online catalog. 
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A HUD High Performer

Hamtramck Housing Commission (HHC) does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual
Kitchens

• Income Based
Rent

• On Site Mail

• 24 Hour 
Security

• Recreation
Areas

• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

All parties interested 
in doing business with Hamtramck Housing Commission are advised
to register their business as a Section 3 
qualified business at www.hud.gov:

• Search Section 3 Business Registry
• Select Register a Business
• Complete form and submit
• Print and maintain record of registry

If you have any questions or concerns you may contact the
Hamtramck Housing Commission at 313-868-7445.

Hamtramck Senior Plaza
2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878

This week at the library...

— Dr. Myron Lederman —
• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses

• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
• Foot and Ankle Injuries

Medicare Covered Diabetic Shoes 
In Area House Calls

Senior and Diabetic Foot Care
— Over 30 Years Experience —

9731 Jos. Campau
Hamtramck

(313) 872-4076

M-T-Th-F  9am-4pm
W - Sun closed 
Sat - 9am-2pm

Please call for appointment

Continued from front page

Continued on page 12Characters 
Always 

Welcome!

FREE WI-FI

Wednesday 
FREE POOL

12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689

Monday  Domestic 

DOLLAR BEER

No matter who wins this
time around, there is little po-
litical power for city officials.
The long arm of the state is
pretty much in control of the
city, which emerged from a fi-
nancial emergency about
three months ago.
The former emergency man-

ager left behind a set of direc-
tives that leaves all
management power in the
hands of the city manager
and the state Transition Advi-
sory Board.
It’s not known how long the

state advisory board will re-
main in control of financial
spending.
The role of mayor and coun-

cil has been relegated to that
of ceremonial duties. That po-

sition has rubbed some coun-
cilmembers the wrong way,
but so far none have chal-
lenged the final directives.
In other election news,

there will be a state ballot
issue for voters to decide on
May 5. The state is proposing
to raise the sales tax to raise
money for needed road re-
pairs.
While some communities

have piggybacked on that
special election to hold their
own proposals, Hamtramck
has nothing else on the bal-
lot.
According to various polls,

the road repair tax is being
overwhelmingly rejected by
voters despite the support of
Gov. Rick Snyder.

Change in election law
pushes up deadline for
candidates to file
Continued from front page

Hamtown’s movers and shakers...
Continued from front page
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It’s Time to Pray, Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-5191   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

— We are an Active Parish Serving the Community —
Celebrating 92 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church

4 to 7 p.m.
Adult $10.00 • Child $4.00
Dessert Included • Carry Out Available

Dinner includes:
Breaded pork chop, kielbasa, potato pierogi,
sauerkraut, green beans, pickled beets, apple

sauce, dinner roll, beverage

Live Music by Accordionist
— Eric Hite —

For more information contact: 
Church Rectory 
313-365-5191

Very Rev. Nowak, Pastor

Polish Dinner
Silent Auction Fundraiser

2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck
I-75 to exit #55 Caniff, turn East on Caniff, turn North on Fleming

Holy Cross Church

— Saturday —
April 18, 2015

By Charles Sercombe
While Hamtramck has

emerged from a financial cri-
sis that required state inter-
vention, its future is still
questionable.
Recently, City Manager Ka-

trina Powell released her
projected budget for the
next five years.
During those years the city

will still be in deficit spend-
ing, but thanks to a $2 mil-
lion budget surplus it won’t
fall into a crisis again.
The five-year projection is

called a “rolling budget” be-
cause a lot can change in
those years, said Powell. In
fact, she expects finances
to continue on an upswing.
“We’re expecting growth,”

Powell said. “Revenue will

increase.”
And just how will that hap-

pen?
Powell said one main thing

working in favor of Ham-
tramck and the region is no
economic recession is ex-
pected to take place, which
will allow for economic
growth.
Powell said the city will be

aggressively seeking eco-
nomic development and at-
tracting businesses to
locate here.
Plus, with a citywide as-

sessment about to take
place this summer, the city
expects to see more prop-
erty taxes collected.
“It’s going to be a multi-

prong approach,” Powell
said.

According to her projec-
tions, the city’s tax collec-
tion will increase from $5.7
million to $6 million by
2019-20.
Despite these expected in-

creases, the city will cut into
its budget surplus by about
$700,000.
The largest cost out of the

city’s annual $16 million
budget goes to public safety,
which by the end of five
years will amount to $7 mil-
lion a year for the police and
fire departments.
Another large cost goes to-

ward maintaining the city’s
pension fund, which will in-
crease from $3.2 million to
$4 million a year by 2019-
20.
While Powell is upbeat

about the city’s financial fu-
ture, Councilmember Robert
Zwolak, who has been with
the city administration on
and off since the 1980s, in-
terprets this projection as
being “pessimistic down the
line.”
Zwolak and others on

council were upset about
not being included in draft-
ing the five-year budget.
Councilmember Anam

Miah said at a recent work
session that the council did
not even know a five-year
budget had been drawn up.
He questioned what’s in it.
“Are you going to cut city

hall in half? We want to be
included,” Miah said when
told about the budget projec-
tion.

City’s new five-year budget
plan includes deficit spending 

By Charles Sercombe
Every year around this time

it comes up.
Once the snow melts away

for the season, it exposes
huge amounts of litter on the
streets and in our yards.
Too many people appar-

ently think it’s OK to toss lit-
ter into the streets. And that
goes for businesses as well.
Just check our alleys along

the commercial districts and
you’ll see mounds and
mounds of trash thrown out
by business owners. 
By the far the biggest cul-

prit appears to be Rent-A-

Center on Jos. Campau just
south of Caniff. They throw
out so much garbage it spills
over their dumpster and into
the alley.
City Councilmember

Trees are not the only thing
that bloom in spring 

HENRY FORD 
MEDICAL CENTER

Hamtramck

Discover all the convenient ways you can 
connect with Henry Ford, whether you  
Call, Click or Come In to see us. We offer 
early and late appointments. The ability to  
message your doctor online. Same-day care.

Offering the following services:
• Family Medicine
• Laboratory and Pathology
• Obstetrics and Gynecology
• Wound Care
• Staff who speak Arabic and Bengali
• Health Insurance Enrollment Assistance

Henry Ford MyChart
• Message your doctor online
• View your test results
• Renew your prescriptions

Together, We Can
MAKE HEALTHCARE  

YOUR WAY.

For a same-day primary care appointment,  
call (313) 972-9000 or visit henryford.com/sameday

9100 Brombach
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Get Out on the Hamtown!Continued on page 4

9405 Jos Campau at Florian • 313-338-3149

— Open — 
Mon-Sat 8am-7pm
Sunday Closed

Sale Prices good April 10-17

Coffee 
Every Morning!

We Deliver to Schools
& Local Businesses

We Make Subs 
Fresh Daily!

PLAIN or
SPIRAL,
GLAZED

$499

HALF HAMS

$549

Lb.

Sliced Thin or Thick
CORNED BEEF OR 
ROAST BEEF..................$6.99 lb.

PASTRAMI ....................$6.99 lb.

OVEN ROASTED TURKEY ..........$5.99 lb.

SMOKED TURKEY..................$5.99 lb.

BACON SMOKED TURKEY ..........$6.49 lb.

Lb.

Potato or Mustard
Salad, Macaroni
Salad or Cole 
Slaw ............

$179

Mild or Hot
Souse............

$399

Mild or Hot 
Head Cheese ..

$599

Serdelkey
Knockwurst ....

$499

Copperwood
Cooked Ham....

$289
Lb.

Lb.

Lb.

Lb.

Lb.

GARLIC OR REGULAR
ECKRICH BOLOGNA

$299

MUENSTER CHEESE

$329Lb.

Lb.

BAR S HOT DOGS

99¢12 oz.

April 11 - Soup Kitchen 2-4 p.m.

April 18 - Polish Dinner 
4-7 p.m. featuring accordionist

Eric Hite

Litter can be found just about everywhere in Hamtramck, in-
cluding in the alleys in the business districts where certain
business owners don’t seem to mind allowing their trash to
pile over dumpsters. Photo by Robert Zwolak
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City Hall Insider …City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days? 
We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.

9545 McDougall • Corner of Evaline

313-874-5322
Open Tues.-Sun. 12noon til 9pm?

PLAV Post 6 & VFW Post 4162

— Support Your Local Veterans —

Most Comfortable Seating 
in Town!

Free Wi-Fi
• Large Flat Screen TV’s

• Michigan Lottery & 
Keno Machine

Hall Rental for All Occasions

Are You a
Vet?

Come by
and Join Us
- Guests
Welcome!

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck

That could have been a ref-
erence to his calls to the Po-
lice Department. The Police
Department is also located
in City Hall, but off to the
side of the front entrance.
Dispatchers at the Police

Department’s front office are
protected by a full glass win-
dow.
The City Clerk’s Office is

the first office most visitors
encounter when entering city
hall. Most offices on the
ground floor of city hall, ex-
cept the Treasurer’s Office,
have open windows for
clerks to communicate with
the public.
The administrative wing of

offices on the third floor of
city hall is sealed off by a
locked glass door.
City Manager Katrina Pow-

ell said she has no immedi-
ate plans to change the
security policy in city hall.
“I’m not a believer of mak-

ing changes that affect a
multitude of people, based
on one incident,” Powell said
in an email in response to a
question posed by The Re-
view.

“However, we will be estab-
lishing a plan internally on
how to deal with situations,
such as this, in the event
something should happen
again in the future.”
Powell has had experience

with scary situations with the
public in a prior role as a city
administrator in Longwood,
Florida. It was reported that
Powell installed a security
door to her wing of offices
after a large man visited her
unannounced while she was
alone and made salacious
remarks about her looks.
That security door became

her undoing. City officials
later cited that door for one
reason they forced her to re-
sign, saying it symbolized her
isolation from officials.
If it were up to Coun-

cilmember Robert Zwolak,
there would be one immedi-
ate addition made to Ham-
tramck City Hall. He is
resubmitting a proposal to
post a sign in front of city
hall that says firearms are
not allowed inside.
He proposed that in recent

weeks but received no sup-

port from his colleagues on
council.
Although the man in Tues-

day’s incident was not
armed, Zwolak said there are
a number of departments
with open windows and that
employees are vulnerable to
an attack.
“People are desperate,

and many are in dire straits,”
Zwolak said. “They are being
hammered with taxes and
water bills.”
Plus, he said, no guns are

permitted in Detroit’s munic-
ipal center.
Tuesday’s incident also

had some wondering if any-
thing like that happened be-
fore in city hall.
Greg Kowalski, the Chair-

man of the Hamtramck His-
torical Commission and a
former Editor of The Citizen,
said he remembers only two
incidents of note.
“I once saw Bob Kozaren’s

assistant toss a guy out the
front door,” Kowalski said in
regard to the former mayor.
“And I mean toss. The guy
flew. And there was a guy
who peed in a voting booth.”

Deranged man tears 
up Clerk’s Office
Continued from front page

By Charles Sercombe
The city council met on

March 23, and all coun-
cilmembers were present.
Before the regular council
meeting a work session
was held.
Councilmember Robert

Zwolak asked for a break-
down on legal fees paid to
the city attorney. He also
suggested hiring Ham-
tramck High School to do
graphics and printing for the
city when it’s needed.
Councilmember Mo-

hammed Hassan asked for
the amount paid in legal
fees for the Steve Shaya
lawsuit against the city and
city officials. (Shaya is the
former Director of Public
Works.)
Hassan was told the city

has spent $50,000-
$60,000 in the Shaya law-
suit so far. He was also told

that there are five legal mat-
ters involving Shaya.
It was also brought to light

that Shaya had delayed sub-
mitting to a deposition,
claiming he is suffering
from stress and has heart
issues. The judge in the
case, according to City Man-
ager Katrina Powell, has or-
dered Shaya to show
medical proof of his ail-
ments.
“The judge does not be-

lieve him,” Powell said.
Councilmember Zwolak

questioned whether the city
is getting the best price for
gasoline service for the
city’s fleet of vehicles. He
was told that former Emer-
gency Manager Cathy
Square selected the ven-
dors for that service and
that it was not bid out.
Zwolak also said he wants

to review some of the direc-
tives set by the former
emergency manager. He
also questioned City Man-
ager Powell’s changing of
the council’s agenda for-
mat.
Powell said the city char-

ter gives her and the mayor
the sole authority to set the
council agenda.
Councilmember Anam

Miah said it’s not about
what agenda items the
council will consider, but the
structure of the agenda.
Miah said the council previ-
ously allowed the public to
comment at two points in
the meeting. Now, he said,
Powell streamlined it to only
once during the meeting.
Miah said it’s the coun-

cil’s desire to “engage our
public.”
Powell said the mayor can

always suspend the rules of
the council and allow the
public to speak a second
time.
Councilmember Zwolak

said that an advantage to
allowing the public to speak
twice, once at the beginning
and once at the end, is that
sometimes the public gives
the council new insight on a
subject that had been dis-
cussed earlier in the meet-
ing.
There have been in-

stances, he said, where the
council reconsidered a vote
based on input from the
public.
Mayor Karen Majewski

said that if a member of the
public has something to say
about a council issue, they
can wait to speak at the
next council meeting.
Councilmember Miah

questioned why Powell sub-
mitted a five-year “rolling”
budget to the state Transi-
tion Advisory Board but not
the council. He also criti-
cized her for not involving
the council in creating the
budget.
He questioned what’s in

it.
“Are you going to cut city

hall in half? We want to be
included,” he said.
Miah also suggested the

council put together a list of
final directives set by the
former emergency manager
that they object to.
Powell offered to talk with

state officials to see what
format they want the con-
cerns to be in. Miah said he
suspects that waiting for
the state’s input will only
delay the issue for months.
During the regular council

meeting Councilmember
Zwolak noticed that accord-
ing to the Police Depart-
ment’s daily incident
reports, there has been an
increase in the number of
car crashes.
He said the city has a lot

of “blind spots,” especially
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Continued on page 6

Robert Zwolak said he’s
been walking the alleys to
record the location of pot-
holes and recently stumbled
on the garbage thrown out by
Rent-A-Center.
“Where’s code enforce-

ment?” he asked. “No one
is going to pick up this
mess.”
If Zwolak were in charge,

he would order police offi-
cers to go after code viola-

tions while they patrol the
city.
“Police officers are author-

ized to enforce every ordi-
nance in the city,” he said.
“They should write them a
ticket and see you in court.”
In a related note, street

sweeping will begin next
Thursday. City Manager Kat-
rina Powell said the city’s
main streets and emergency
routes will be swept on

Thursdays but only for a total
of no more than seven
times.
Side streets will be

cleaned on Mondays. A
schedule of street sweep-
ings will be released soon,
Powell said.
Powell also told The Re-

view that she is thinking of
hiring part-timers to pick up
litter on sidewalks in the
business district.

Trees are not the only thing
that bloom in spring Continued from page 3

Kosciuszko Middle School
News
The curriculum night for Sci-

ence was a success. 
For those that missed it

here’s a recap of what was
shared with parents.  Mr.
Maher shared 10 websites to
assist parents and students:
from Astronomy oriented
“Amazing Space”, to Edmodo,
to BrainPop, to Chem4Kids, to
others.  
Mr. Brennan also shared

some science websites: sci-
encespot.net, biology4kids and
kids://usa.gov.  All of the web-
sites may be accessed by log-
ging on to the HPS Home Page,
then clicking the following:
Schools, Kosciuszko Middle
School, Useful Websites, and
https://edu.symbaloo.com/
mix.kmssciencebookmarks.  
Not to be outdone, Mr. Dob-

byn shared about LEGO Digital
Designer, a program that al-
lows users to design and build
their own LEGO creations in a
virtual environment. The pro-
gram can be downloaded at
lld.lego.com.

Kosciuszko is proud to an-
nounce its students of the
month for the month of April:
Maher Aiyash, Dolah Algaheim,
Mona Almathrahi, YaQoob Al-
wageeh, Nedim Basic, Mahnaz
Begum, Medina Besirevic,
Mariam Hasan, Anyra Hayes,
Mahia Hossan, Medin Husic,
Omor Jabber, Jesse Lee, Fadel
Muthana, Aseel Obad, Md
Rumman, Ashna Sarfraz, Bri-
anna Walker and DeShawn
Williams. 

All Schools
• Monday, April 13 -- School

Resumes

Dickinson East Elementary
School
• Wednesday, April 15 --

Gleaners Food Bank at 8 a.m.
• Wednesday, April 15 --

Honor Roll Party for grades
Kindergarten-3rd from 3:15-
4:30 p.m.
• Thursday, April 16 -- Honor

Roll Party for grades 4th -6th
from 3:15-4:30 p.m.
• Thursday, April 16 Dolphin

of the Month party from 1:30-
3 p.m.

Upcoming Events
• Monday, April 20 -- No

school for students. Teacher
In-Service Day.

Holbrook Elementary School
• Tuesday, April 21 -- Hol-

brook Elementary is having a
Kindergarten Round Up from
3:30-5:30 p.m.  Parents can
register their children who are
eligible for Kindergarten next
fall and learn about the pro-
gram.  
• Tuesday, April 21 -- Hol-

brook Elementary is having a
Gizmos Math night from 4:30-
5:30 p.m.

• Wednesday, April 22 --

Awards Ceremony grades
Kindergarten-4th grade from
12:30-1:15 p.m. and grades
5th-8th from 1:15-2 p.m.
• Wednesday, April 22 -- PTA

Earth Day Activities at 2 p.m.

Horizon Alternative High
School
• Friday, April 24 -- Half day

for students.

Kosciuszko Middle School
• Tuesday, April 28 -- 4th An-

nual April Poetry Blast and
English Language Arts (ELA)
curriculum night from 4:30-6
p.m.  The poetry blast show-
cases amazing student talent
through poetry.  Also, during
the ELA curriculum part of the
night you will learn strategies
and tips to help your child read
more and increase their read-
ing rate.  A book give-away is
featured along with refresh-
ments.

Kosciuszko Middle School and
Dickinson West Elementary
School
• Tuesday, April 28 -- Parent

Care Association Meeting from
3:15-4 p.m.

The Kosciuszko Middle School students of the month pose
for a photo.
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By Mike Murphy
Special to The Review
According to a 2014 State

Court Administrative Office
(SCAO) survey, most 31st
District Court customers are
walking away satisfied.
And while all of the cus-

tomers may not be smiling
after their court visits, an
overwhelming majority con-
cede that they are being
treated with respect by the
court staff (95 percent) and
feel that their cases are
being handled fairly by the

judges and magistrates (88
percent). 
Most court users (96 per-

cent) also say that they are
able to get their business
done in a reasonable
amount of time at the 31st
District Court. 
Court officials say that the

Hamtramck court ranks well
above the state average in
all three categories and at-
tribute the positive results
of the survey to the empha-
sis Chief Judge Paul Paruk
places on customer service.

As part of its customer
service effort, the court
launched www.31stdistrict-
court.net in January and re-
cently added the
info@31stdistrictcourt.net
email address as a means
for customers to provide
feedback and suggestions
on how the court can con-
tinue to improve.
The complete results of

the survey can be found on
the court’s website. 

Public gives thumbs up for 
Hamtramck 31st District Court

Hamtramck sure can be
slow when it comes to get-
ting business done.
While it is no one per-

son’s fault, the city has
taken a long, long time in
adopting regulations that
would permit medical mar-
ijuana dispensaries to
open here.
For one reason or an-

other, the issue has been
punted by a number of
folks. The former emer-
gency manager refused to
touch the issue for the 18
months she was here.
Before then, city officials

couldn’t agree on where to
allow the dispensaries to
operate, which was the ini-
tial reason why it went
nowhere.
A new city manager has

been on the job for less
than three months and it’s
understandable this might
not be on the top of her
list of things to do.
In the meantime, just

about every other city has
opened their doors to dis-
pensaries and is enjoying
the benefits of having new
businesses operate and
contribute taxes. In Ham-
tramck, we continue to
wait.
For Hamtramck commer-

cial building owners, who
can’t find businesses to
set up shop, it’s a loss of
rental income.
If you take a drive down

Jos. Campau and through-
out town you will see many
empty storefronts and
buildings. Many of them

could easily have been
filled by now if only there
was a legal way to open a
dispensary here.
Other cities have done

this without fuss. So why
are we still waiting in Ham-
tramck?
Setting up permit regula-

tions for dispensaries may
not be urgent, but it is
something that can be
very easily accomplished
in a matter of a few
weeks. It’s not rocket sci-
ence.
This type of business is

legal and many other cities
have made it easy to open
shop. Let’s make it some-
thing at least near a prior-
ity to get this
accomplished once and
for all and move on.

We’re all family … The
Hamtramck Historical Mu-
seum will host a program on
“The Family – The Glue of
our Society,”  at 7 p.m.
Thursday,  April 16, at the
Museum, 9525 Jos. Cam-
pau, between Poland and
Norwalk streets.
The program is sponsored

by the Interfaith Center for
Counseling and Coaching,
under the direction of Fr.
Lawrence Ventline.  
Fr. Ventline will discuss the

importance of the family
structure. As part of the pro-
gram, Greg Kowalski, of the
Hamtramck Historical Mu-
seum, will present a Power-
Point presentation on the
family from a historical per-
spective.
All are welcome. It’s free.
For information, call the In-

terfaith Center at (313) 530-

2777. Email lawrence-
matthewventline@gmail.com.

Good deal … Hey foodies,
here’s a deal you can’t beat.
This Sunday, April 12, PLAV
Post 10 is holding another
all-you-can-eat breakfast for
a mere $6 donation. 
It gets better: There will

also be a Bloody Mary Bar
as well. All of this happens
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Post 10 hall is located at

11824 Jos. Campau.

Arts celebration … Get
ready to get your art fix.
Detroit is the canvas for

Art X Detroit: Kresge Arts Ex-
perience, a free celebration
of Detroit’s thriving arts
scene, happening now and
staged over three weekends
in April (April 9–12, 16–19,
25–26) in Midtown, Down-

town and Eastern Market. 
The public is invited to ex-

perience visual art installa-
tions, dance, musical and
theatrical performances,
film screenings, literary
readings, workshops and
more, featuring the works of
the nearly 40 Kresge Emi-
nent Artists and Artist Fel-
lows at 20 cultural venues
across the city. 
Art X Detroit features Emi-

nent Artists from 2013 and
2014, including Michigan
Opera Theatre founder and
acclaimed composer David
DiChiera (2013 Eminent
Artist) and iconic Detroit
photographer and educator
Bill Rauhauser (2014 Emi-
nent Artist). For a full sched-
ule of events and list of
artists, go online to:
www.artxdetroit.com. 

Metro news …
It’s said that whatever hap-

pens to Detroit, so goes Ham-
tramck. Our friends over at
modeldmedia.com have
been reporting on fascinat-
ing development projects for
the past several years.
With their permission, here

is an edited version of this
week’s story:

Deciding where to locate a
new business is a monu-
mental decision, one that
will often determine a busi-
ness's fate.
That's why the Build Insti-

tute has partnered with the
Detroit Experience Factory to
offer a series of monthly
tours that will take prospec-
tive shop owners through a
number of neighborhoods,
introducing them to land-
lords of available properties,
neighborhood officials and
representatives, and current
business owners nearby.
Providing historical and cul-
tural context will also be a
focus.
It's called Open Shop, and

the series of commercial
real estate tours is a way for
Build and DXF to play match-
makers between new busi-
nesses and area landlords
and property owners. The
first Open Shop is April
18th from 1 to 4 p.m. and
takes place in Hamtramck.
Additional tours are sched-
uled for the following
months, including commer-
cial districts in Southwest
Detroit, Jefferson East,
Northwest Detroit, and along
the Woodward Corridor.
Jessica Meyer is director

of programs with Build Insti-
tute and helped develop the
tour. It initially grew out of
the requests of a number of
Build grads who wanted to
open their business in a
storefront but didn't know
where to start. Even know-
ing the neighborhood or
commercial corridor in which
they want to open isn't
enough.
"It's difficult to get a run-

down of what's available
where and who owns what,"

says Meyer. "This is a great
opportunity to introduce
people to each other."
The Hamtramck Downtown

Development Authority
jumped at the chance to be
the first Open Shop destina-
tion. The DDA will introduce
tour-takers to people like the
Economic Development Di-
rector and others who can
offer help in opening a busi-
ness in Hamtramck. The
DDA is also offering to cover
the Hamtramck business
registration fee for the first
two businesses from the
tour to move to the city, a
value of $100 each. 
In addition to meeting land-

lords and pre-existing busi-
ness owners, the tour will
also stop at Hamtramck His-
torical Museum and Tekla
Vintage, both graduates of
Build programming. Tickets
are available online at
http://buildinstitute.org/pro-
gram/build-next/

Writer: MJ Galbraith

Congratulations to the Sci-
ence and Engineering Fair of
Metro Detroit winners from
the Hamtramck Public
Schools. 
Among them I was happy

to see the names of former
students in the paper. They
are fortunate to have had

Mrs. Eva Klikovac as their
coordinator and coach for all
her long extra hours devoted
to their successful projects. 
Mrs. Klikovac was recog-

nized as Science Teacher of
the Year for 2014 by the De-
troit Council of Engineers
and will pass the torch to

another honoree in May. See
the website for more:
www.sefmd.org

Ms. A. Henneau
Retired Hamtramck
teacher

Hamtramck school science teacher deserves praise

By Charles Sercombe
Let’s call this a Hamtramck

story.
But first some background.
For those who have lived

here a number of years, the
fact that we are a multi-ethnic
town is not new, and often we
kind of take it for granted. You
live on a block where, say, a
family from Bosnia is across
the street, another is from Al-
bania, another from Poland,
and more from Bangladesh
and Yemen.
All of this multi-diversity can

fade into the background as
we all have our own lives to
lead.
And often we don’t have too

much interaction with folks
from other countries and cul-
tures other than the occa-
sional “Hello.” We all tend to
keep to ourselves, our family
and friends.
Every once and a while

though, the city’s diversity re-
veals itself in ways that can be
profound.
Let’s take one of our friends,

a former city official who is
searching for a new career, but
is tight on money and maybe
even feeling a little blue. He
asked that we not identify him
and instead concentrate on
the story he related to us.
Here’s how it goes.
Recently, our friend went to a

local bank to withdraw $650 to
pay rent. Now that’s a nice
chunk of change but when
you’re super tight on money “it
might as well be $65,000,” he
said.
After that he went to Al-Hara-

main International Food at
Caniff and Gallagher to get a
few items. He paid for them,
left the store and got into his
car. Out of the corner of his
eye he saw a familiar face, an
older gentleman who works at
the market.
The employee, whose name

is Abdul, seemed to motion to
him, so our friend didn’t pull
out of the parking lot. Abdul

Between the lines … east meets west

Continued on page 6



ambled up to the car and
asked our friend if he “lost”
something.
Now it should be noted that

our friend was not feeling so
well.
“My head was in the clouds,”

he told us.
So, looking into his wallet he

didn’t notice anything missing,
thanked the man and took off,
despite Abdul persisting in try-
ing to spark a thought.
It wasn’t until three days

later that our friend noticed the
missing $650. Now he remem-
bered the money was not in
his wallet, but in his pocket.
So, it made sense now that

Abdul was questioning him,
and our friend returned to the
market. Abdul, though, appar-
ently wanted to make sure the
money belonged to our friend
and asked him for a descrip-
tion.
Our friend thought for a

minute and remembered it
was all in 50 and 100 bills.
Abdul insisted on a more de-
tailed description and our
friend said the bills were
folded over and that there “X”
number of 50s and “X” num-
ber of 100s.
That was still not good

enough for Abdul, so he told
our friend to think harder and

call him later that day or the
next.
At this point our friend came

to terms with his loss. He did
everything he could, and now
was time to get over it. Move
on. Learn your lesson.
But he thought more, and

called Abdul one more time.
He nailed down the exact num-
ber of 50s and 100s he had
been carrying.
Abdul told him to come to

the market the next day. When
they met again, Abdul confided
that his spiritual leader told
him he is obligated to hold on
to his finding for one year and
during this time it was his duty
to locate its proper owner.
Abdul asked again for a de-

scription, and they talked
some small talk. Abdul re-
vealed that he, too, is barely
scraping by. Abdul then pulled
out the wad of money from his
pocket, except it’s nothing like
how our friend remembers.
The money is not folded in

half, but folded twice with a
rubber band around it.
How could our friend not re-

member it was folded up that
way? Well, keep in mind that
when our friend originally got
the money from the bank he
wasn’t himself and wasn’t
thinking about what he did with

the money.
He couldn’t even remember

he put it in his pocket let alone
had folded it up and put a rub-
ber band around it.
Anyway, the money was now

back in his hands. Our friend
is somewhere between shock
and disbelief. He fanned out
the bills and said to Abdul:
“Take as much as you want as
a gift from me to you.”
“I was full of gratitude,” our

friend told us.
Abdul refused, no matter

how many times our friend in-
sisted.
Our friend didn’t want to nag

and possibly offend Abdul, so
he goes home and began re-
flecting.
Here are two Hamtramck

people, both from far-away
worlds. In our friend’s case, he
is an immigrant from Poland.
In Abdul’s case he could be ei-
ther from Yemen or
Bangladesh.
East meets west.
Abdul could have very easily

pocketed the money and never
approached our friend in the
parking lot when the money
was originally lost. Abdul ap-
parently only had a hunch that
it belonged to our friend and
wanted to make sure it got
back to the rightful owner.

After all, it was what his spir-
itual advisor said must be
done.
Our friend was profoundly af-

fected. There are a lot of
things going on in his life, and
he’s looking for a sign, some-
thing that will guide him to the
next chapter in his life.
You know how they say that

when one door closes another
opens up? 
Yeah, that happens, but in

many cases it takes a long
time before that next door
opens, and then sometimes it
opens just by a crack, ready to
be slammed shut.
Our friend still had intentions

to see that Abdul was properly
rewarded. He asked Abdul’s
employer if he could give him
some money that could be in-
cluded in Abdul’s check, but
the employer declined.
It was explained that the

Muslim faith requires that
even if after a year of finding
the person who lost the money
comes up empty, the money
must then be donated to
someone in need.
In the meantime, our friend,

who remember is between
jobs and short on cash, is
thinking:
“This experience will stay

with me for the rest of my life,”
he says.
East meets west. Two cul-

tures. One city.
Hamtramck.

leanneconger@gmail.com

Single Family Homes
2359 Botsford - $29,900 NEW!
3062 Lehman - $59,900 NEW!
2664 Trowbridge - $54,900 NEW!
Multi-Family Homes
2381 Zinow - $49,900 - NEW!
Commercial Property
400 E. 4th St., Imlay City - $470,000   
Vacant Land
15575 Donald - Mussey Twp. - $15,433 PENDING!
Holland Rd. - Clay Twp. - $153,000 REDUCED!
12502 Corunna, Clayton Twp.  - $34,900 
Pine Ridge Dr. - 3 acres - Dryden $49,900
Arini Dr., Dryden - $59,900 NEW!
Sutton, Dryden - 2.5 acres - $37,500 NEW!
Warren
8311 Toepfer - $29,900  

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

Dryden
5359 Main St. - $104,900 NEW PRICE!
4408 Pine Grove - $119,900 NEW!
Imlay City
270 W. Third St. - $79,900 NEW PRICE!
105 Grove - $94,900 Bank Owned NEW PRICE!
2201 Bristol - $45,000 Bank Owned NEW!
Addison Twp.
1150 Mack Rd. - $278,500 - SOLD!
Mussey Twp.
13604 Kaufman - $139,900 - NEW PRICE!
Burnside
6123 Clear Lake - $138,900 - NEW!
Sterling Heights
3722 Rhoten - $162,500 - NEW!
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Land Contracts Available
on  Many of my 

properties!

DiamondRealty and Associates

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger
Hamtramck Native/Specialist

Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist 

Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900
danrojek@remax.net

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110 HUD Certified

John Ulaj
Commercial Broker/Owner
A HUD Certified Agent

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

11921 Fleming
— Hamtramck —
Single family home. 2-Bed-
rooms, Living Room, Dining

Room, 
Basement, Central Air, 

2 ½ car Garage

Price Reduced!

$37,000

• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge)

A professional pharmacy
serving your needs.

Wayne County Food 
Assistance Program (TEFAP)
for Hamtramck Residents

Bring proof of income, and picture ID

8625 Jos. Campau
11am-12pm

Every 2nd Monday 
of the Month

2237-39 Casmere
— Hamtramck —

4-Bedrooms (2 Up & 2 Down)
Living Room, Dining Room, 

Kitchen on each floor.
Full basement, 2-Car Garage

$59,900

Thinking of Selling
Your Home?

NOW IS THE TIME!
Supply is still low, your value is high!

3062 Lehman
Hamtramck

$59,900

9335 Conant
Restaurant and House - 

Total Real Estate Package Deal 
Over 6,500 sq. ft. Excludes equipment.

$185,000 A Great Deal! 
Serious Inquiries Only.

Looking to buy single & 
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

Support Your Local 
Businesses
Get Out 

on the Hamtown!

PEN
DING

Continued from page 4

City Hall Insider …

near corners. He asked for
a traffic and parking study.
City Manager Powell said

traffic studies are normally
only done in conjunction
with a development plan.
“Without that, I don’t see

a reason for one,” Powell
said.
Powell said, however, that

a parking study is “in the
pipeline.”
Councilmember Abu Musa

questioned why there is
parking on only one side of
the street in a portion of
Gallagher.
Fire Chief Paul Wilk said it

used to be that way when
the former North Detroit
Hospital was in operation. 
A lengthy discussion took

place over ongoing contract
negotiations with the Police
Department’s two unions.

Councilmember Miah said
he was surprised to hear
that negotiations are still
taking place.
He said the emergency

manager claimed the con-
tracts were settled.
Councilmember Hassan

questioned who will OK the
final contracts. Powell said
it’s her decision to make.
Upon hearing that, Coun-

cilmember Miah said: “Why
are we here?”
Councilmember Hassan

said the council wants to
have input on the contracts.
Powell said the contract

talks have to do with con-
solidating the language in
them, not about salaries.
Miah complained about

the council being “lied” to
by the state and being
“kept in the dark.”

Between the lines … east meets west
Continued from page 5



By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log cov-

ers March 31-April 6.
Tuesday, March 31
• At almost 11 p.m. a man

driving in the 3300 block of
Holbrook said his car window
was shot out. He told officers
he thought there were two
men involved.
• At about 12:30 a.m. a

person reported a break-in to
their residence.
• At about 5 a.m. officers

arrested a man for breaking
into a car in the 3000 block
of Yemans.
• A man was arrested fol-

lowing a traffic stop for driving
without a license.
• A man reported seeing a

man dressed in dark clothing
and driving a red four-door car
steal a metal cutter out of a
business in the 3000 block
of Hamtramck Dr. The wit-
ness was able to get the li-
cense plate number of the
suspect.
• A person reported that a

delivery driver lost his money
order and that the money
order was later cashed by
someone.
• A Detroit resident was ar-

rested following a traffic stop
for driving without a license
and possessing an open in-
toxicant. Another Detroit resi-
dent was arrested for driving
without a license, and it was
noted the driver had been
cited for driving without a li-
cense 51 times before.
Wednesday, April 1
• Officers assisted the FBI

in arresting a wanted fugitive
who ran away from a resi-
dence in the 12000 block of
Selfridge.
• Officers were flagged

down by a person regarding a

case of domestic violence
that occurred in the 2400
block of Holbrook. The sus-
pect was gone before officers
arrived.
• A Fleming resident re-

ported someone used their
identity information to file a
tax return.
• A resident in the 12000

block of Klinger reported
someone stole two tool
boxes that had been stored in
their enclosed porch.
• At about 6:30 p.m. a

homeowner in the 2900
block of Roosevelt encoun-
tered a suspect in their
house, who then fled out the
back door. The suspect was
described as a man in his
30s, scruffy looking, wearing
faded blue jeans and had
shoulder-length hair that was
slicked back.
• A resident was arrested

following a traffic stop for
possessing prescription
drugs that were obtained by
fraud.
Thursday, April 2
• At 11:45 p.m. a person

was arrested for assault and
battery following a distur-
bance in the 12000 block of
Dyar.
• A woman reported some-

one used her name to open a
DTE Energy account without
her permission.
• A man was arrested for

carrying a concealed gun
without a permit and obstruc-
tion when he was stopped in
the Yemans alley west of
Brombach.
• A Detroit woman reported

she found her stolen car
parked in the 9400 block of
McDougall, where her ex-
boyfriend lives.
• A Detroit resident was ar-

rested for being wanted on a
Hamtramck warrant following
an investigation of an intoxi-
cated man in the 9400 block
of Gallagher.
• Three Detroit residents

were arrested following a traf-
fic stop for possessing nar-
cotic paraphernalia,
possessing open intoxicants
and being wanted on a felony
warrant.
• A Charest resident re-

ported someone used their
identity information to open a
DTE Energy account in Hazel
Park.
Friday, April 3
• Three people were ar-

rested following a traffic stop
for possessing narcotic para-
phernalia.
• A Fleming resident re-

ported a house break-in.
• At almost midnight a man

was arrested for domestic vi-
olence after assaulting his
wife in their residence.
• At 7 a.m. a business

owner in the 12000 block of

Jos. Campau reported a
break-in.
• A man reported the theft

of his 1995 Ford Econoline
from the 3900 block of Can-
iff.
• A resident reported some-

one broke into his car and
stole two skateboards while
the car was parked in the
3500 block of Caniff.
• The Police Department’s

SWAT team conducted a
search at a residence in the
2200 block of Danforth.
Three suspects were ar-
rested.
• A resident of McDougall

reported seeing two men
shake the doors and windows
of a neighbor’s house. The
owner of the house was away.
• A Detroit resident was ar-

rested on a warrant for em-
bezzlement.
Saturday, April 4
• At almost 5 a.m. a per-

son was arrested for driving
drunk.
• At 11:30 a.m. a person

was arrested for being disor-
derly while in the 9600 block
of Jos. Campau.
• A Danforth resident was

arrested for hit and run after
striking several vehicles in
the Glory Supermarket park-
ing lot.
• A resident on Poland re-

ported a woman she does not
know entered her residence
and stole her purse.
• Firefighters and officers

investigated an arson fire in
the 11300 block of Nagel.
The suspect in the case was
described as a tall man wear-
ing a grey hoodie and dark
pants.
Sunday, March 5
• An armed robbery was re-

ported at 3 a.m. in the 3300
block of Edwin. The suspect
was described as a man in
his 20s, about 5-foot, 3-
inches tall, wearing a dark
grey hoodie and red and blue
cap.
• A resident reported some-

one damaged the front win-
dow of his residence in the
11300 block of Lumpkin.
Monday, April 6
• At 12:15 a.m. a resident

was arrested following a traf-
fic stop for driving without a li-
cense and being wanted on a
warrant.
• At 1:45 a.m. two Detroit

men and two Detroit women
were arrested following a traf-
fic stop. The driver was ar-
rested for driving with a
suspended license and the
passengers were arrested for
refusing to leave the scene
and fighting with officers.
• A representative for Can-

iff Electric reported someone
spray-painted “WTF” on the
side of the company’s build-
ing.
• A representative from

Huntington Bank reported
damage to a door leading to
the ATM machine. 

Friday, April 10, 2015 Hamtramck Review Phone (313) 874-2100 7

Hamtramck , 2 br. upper flat,
good neighborhood, $550/
mo., 1st and last mo. rent +
sec. deposit, no pets, lovely
apt., very clean, 313-598-
0175. 4/17

3226 Evaline, 2 br., Open
House Sunday, April 12, 1-3
p.m., no pets please, 586-
264-0493. 4/10 

One br., living rm.,
dining/kitchen, 2661
Holmes, 2nd flr., Ham-
tramck, $400/mo., plus se-
curity deposit, utilities not
included, call 313-247-
4948. 4/17

6035 Charles, Detroit, very
nice area, brick house on a
good street, call Palo and
Diane, 248-659-2278, 248-
659-2325.

3226 Evaline, 2 Br., Open
House Sunday, March 29, 1-
3 p.m., 586-264-0493. 3/27

2 Br. lower, stove-fridge,
wood floor, washer/dryer,
586-943-8814, ask for
Benny. 4/3

Furnished room for rent, util-
ities included, no pets, 313-
366-1527. 4/10

Beautiful flats in Ham-
tramck, 2 and 3 Br., by ap-
pointment only, leave
message, 313-893-7357.
4/24

Hamtramck, Evaline St., very
nice 2 br., living + dining rm.,
new kitchen, all appliances,
parking in rear, Sect. 8 wel-
come, no dogs, $550/mo.,
call 313-220-0027. 4/17

5 br. single house, rent with
option  to buy, no pets, 313-
366-1527. 4/10

Hamtramck, Whalen St., 2
family, 2 br. up + down,
kitchen, dining, living, full
basement, glass block base-
ment windows, new roof +
furnace, $55,500, 586-296-
5068. 4/17

Hair salon with equipment,
11657 Joseph Campau in
Hamtramck, call Lucy at
586-855-0522.

Office cleaning needed part
time for a local business in the
area each week, Tuesday and
Thursday from 4:30 p.m. to
9:30 p.m., applicant must
have experience, references
required. Please email:
hollie@sterlingtrucksales.com,
phone (313)873-2900. 4/10 

Floor Janitor needed part
time for a local business in
the area, evenings and
weekends for commercial
floor tile cleaning consisting
of mopping, buffing, waxing
and stripping tile floors.
Must have experience, refer-
ences required. Please
email: hollie@sterlingtruck-
sales.com, phone (313)
873-2900. 4/10

Electrical repair, lawn mower
repair, neon repair, 313-365-
6543. 5/1

ROOMS FOR RENT
APARTMENTS & FLATS 

FOR RENT

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Hamtramck 

Since 1965.
• Licensed & Insured 
• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job
Installation or Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in all phases of 
Air Conditioning, Freon Charge,

Plumbing, Heating, Sewer 
Cleaning & Excavation. 

Service
Installation 
Repairs

Fast Same Day Service 
Radio Dispatched

6
/3

0
/1

3

BROTHERS ROOFING
& HOME REPAIR

Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated  
and Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE ESTIMATES

Senior Discount Available! 
Call for Details

ALL HOME REPAIRS Interior • Exterior
TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Shingle & Flat Roofs • Sidings & Gutters 
• Chimney Work • Porches

Coming events
SATURDAY, April 11, 9-3 p.m. – Hamtramck’s

Recycle Center is open at Caniff and McDougall.
Drop off your recyclables for free.

WEDNESDAY, April 15, 7 p.m. -- Join the Mid-
town Block Club! Attend our next scheduled meet-
ing in St. Florian's convent, 2626 Florian, across
from the church. A guest speaker will participate
in our discussion. We meet the third Wednesday
of each month. The Midtown Block Club works for
promoting community safety, stewardship, service
and social events. Add your voice on any neigh-
borhood concern. 

HOUSE FOR RENT

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & 

HEATING  
(313) 365-86307

/3
1
/1

5

HEATING & COOLING

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

892-2122

ROOFING

PLUMBING

BUSINESS FOR SALE

Deadline for 
classifieds for next

week is 
Thursday at Noon
$20 for one week • $25 for two weeks

$40 for four weeks

Call (313) 874-2100

Advertisers should check their ad following
first publication. The newspaper shall not be
liable for failure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publication except to
the extent of the cost of the ad for the first
day’s insertion. Adjustments for errors is lim-
ited to the cost of that portion of the ad
wherein the error occurred. We reserve the
right to classify, revise or reject any classi-
fied advertisement.

Let Our Service Directory 
Do the Work For You!
Call Dave Sweet Today

313-874-2100

Your Ad Here
(313) 874-2100

Your Ad Here
(313) 874-2100

Board Certified Professional
Counseling with Dr. Ventline

2231 Caniff Ave.
Hamtramck

(313) 530-2777

All Welcome
lawrencematthewventline@gmail.com

HOUSE FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

REPAIRS

JACOBS
Dennis Ja-

cobs, 67, died
April 7, 2015.
Mr. Jacobs

was the beloved
husband of Vic-
toria. Mr. Jacobs

is survived by his son,
Charles David Wilson Sr.;
grandson, Charles Jr.
Visitation is Friday from 3 –

8 p.m. at Jurkiewicz & Wilk
Funeral Home. Mr. Jacobs will

lie in state Saturday at 9:30
a.m. at Transfiguration
Catholic Church until the time
of the funeral Mass at 10. In-
terment will be at Sacred
Heart Cemetery.

Hamtramck, 1 br., all utili-
ties included, no pets
please, $500/mo., 586-
438-9999. 5/1

Beautiful flats in Ham-
tramck, 2 and 3 Br., by ap-
pointment only, leave
message, 313-893-7357.
4/24

Your Ad Here
(313) 874-2100



By Greg Kowalski
How’s this for a headline:

“Hamtramck First A-Bomb
Target, Washington Tells City
Officials.”
That disquieting pro-

nouncement was at the top
of The Citizen newspaper
back on May 10, 1950. The
story below noted “Ham-
tramck is in the heart of the
nation’s No. 1 target for
atom bombs, and the de-
fense against the potential
bombing rests squarely on
the shoulders of the city it-

self.”
Gee, sometimes being No.

1 isn’t the best. The threat
originated from a meeting
Common Councilpersons
Martin Dulapa, Henry Kozak
and Julia Rooks, along with
City Engineer I.M. Kopkowski
and Civilian Defense Direc-
tor Anna Winkler, had with of-
ficials in Washington D.C.,
as the threat of nuclear war
with the Soviet Union sim-
mered.
The Hamtramck crew

heard an address given by

President Harry Truman and
met with Congressman
Thaddeus Machrowicz and
Senator Blair Moody. They
also made a side trip to Bal-
timore where they studied
that city’s civil defense sys-
tem.
What put Hamtramck

squarely in the crosshairs of
the Reds was Dodge Main,
along with all the other fac-
tories that dotted Detroit at
the time. In World War II,
metro Detroit showed the
world that it was the Arsenal
of Democracy as auto facto-
ries turned from producing
cars to war materiel in stag-
gering numbers.
But all of that could be

wiped out by just a couple of
big H-bombs.
The challenge was in how

to deal with the effects of an
attack. Little Hamtramck
could not stop the Commies
from flattening us, but it
could take steps to deal with
the aftermath.  That led to a
revitalization of the city’s
Civil Defense program.  Civil
Defense had been initiated
during World War II when
there were real fears that
the Germans were going to
bomb the city by sending
planes from Germany to Nor-
way to Greenland and down
onto us. 
During the war Civil De-

fense officers patrolled the
city during black out tests to
ensure that no stray light
was being emitted to make
us an easier target. They
also reinforced the message
that the threat of an attack
was serious.
Following the war, Russia

replaced the Germans as
our greatest threat, and they
were armed with much more
potent weapons. Atomic
weapons. Sure, we had
them too, but no one wanted
to have to pick up the pieces

of an all-out atomic war, if
anyone was left to do that.
Still, preparations had to

be made. This was a time
when the country was be-
coming obsessed with the
Red Scare. Commies were
being rooted out of places in
town, like the old Workman’s
Hall on Yemans and the
Workman’s International Co-
Op restaurant, which was
founded in the 1920s by
local Communists. Today the
building houses Polonia
Restaurant.
Through the 1950s and

into the 1960s, periodic pro-
grams focused on the threat
of an atomic attack. The Civil
Defense system was de-
signed to provide a coordi-
nated way to respond to an
attack. CD officers learned
such things as administering
first aid, monitoring radia-
tion, fire-fighting and rescue
operations.
An elaborate organiza-

tional structure was devel-
oped linking the city into the
county and state response
and support system. Techni-
cally, the CD system could
be activated to respond to
any emergency, such as a
fire or big storm. But the
focus really was on The
Bomb.

Well, as you might have
guessed by now, no bombs
ever fell on us, although the
threat of a nuclear attack,
especially by terrorists, still
remains. But we’re not as
big of a target as before.
Many of the major auto fac-
tories, including Dodge
Main, are gone, as is the So-
viet Union. Whether the Rus-
sia that replaced it is still a
nuclear threat to us remains

to be seen.
But if it is, we can always

reactivate the Civil Defense
program.
You can see a genuine Civil

Defense officer’s helmet
along with a period gas mask
at the Hamtramck Historical
Museum, 9525 Jos. Campau.
Hours are 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday and by
appointment. Call (313) 893-
5027.
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The lore of Hamtramck …

— Dr. Kabra —
9811 Conant • Suite 2 

Comprehensive
Cleaning

$69
$190 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

Walk-Ins Welcomed. Open Saturday & Sunday too!
Exceeding Your Expectations

Consultation
Exam & X-Ray

$29
$75 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

We perform all areas of 
Dentistry with specialty in:
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Endodontics
• Dental Implants 
• Oral Surgery
• Restoration & Whitening    
• Crown & Bridges

Enhancing your smile, health & life.

Proud
Supporter

of:

Ho
lbr
oo
k S

t.

Brom
bach

Florian S
t.

Just Across 
the Street from
St. Florian Church!

Lumpkin St.

for the Weekly 
Dental

Nutrition Blog
• Walk-in 

Emergencies 
Welcome 

• We accept most 
insurances.

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday

10am-6pm  
Friday - Saturday 

10am-2pm

• Beautiful smile reflecting 
healthy teeth

• NYU Graduate 
Dr. Sami Bilani welcomes 
you in many languages

www.DentistSamiBilani.com

CALL NOW!
313-875-1700
OR Walk in at 2460 Florian St. 

Florian Dental welcomes 2015 with a big smile!
Florian Dental welcomes 

new patients with a big smile
and continuous offers!

Call to check our offers  at: 
(313) 875-1700 

9801 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck • 313.875.1000

ROYALSUPERSTORE

Inside Royal Superstore

The Computer Guy
Repairs • Service • Sales

H Virus Protection 
H Free Check-up

Preparing for the big blast

ON THE ROAD WITH THE
VENT-Line Interfaith Center, 2231 Caniff:
Open House, Sunday, April 12, 2-4 pm

n "The family is the core of our society.  It predates nations and 
government.  Without it there would be virtual chaos."  For more, listen
to Greg Kowalski, Thursday, April 16, 7 pm in the Hamtramck 
Historical Museum, 9225 Jos. Campau.

n Grief Growth Group, Wednesday, April 22, 4 pm in the Hamtramck
Public Library.

n "Does Religion Matter, Anyway?"  Thursday, April 23, 5:30 pm in the
Hamtramck Public Library with Rev. Dr. Lawrence Ventline and 
responders.

n Oakmont Senior Facility, on 18 Mile/w. of Ryan, Sterling Hts., 
3 pm Mass every Saturday.WELCOME!
Jail Mass, 1 pm, Mondays, Macomb. Call for clearance.

n Saint Anne Church by Ambassador Bridge, 8:30 am Mass Sundays.
"The Kingdom of God is within you," said Jesus. Help me, God, to live it
in love. Amen.

n The public is welcome to a presentation on Poland, Thursday, 
April 30, 6 pm in the Hamtramck Public Library, 2360 Caniff Ave. 
Want to join me for a pilgrimage to Poland? Come hear a presentation
April 30, 6 pm, in the Hamtramck Public Library. Trip leaves Detroit, Nov.
9-17.  313-530-2777. Discounts for early rsvp.


