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Like 
Us On:

Quick Hits

— HAMTRAMCK'S NEWSPAPER OF RECORD —

Quote of 
the week …
Who said this, and what is it
about? You can find the
quote and the story it be-
longs to somewhere in the
pages of this issue.

"The theme this year
was 'First Steamworks'

-- kind of a 
steampunk feel." 

Quote of 
the week …

FRD PHARMACY
9811 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 871-1115
Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

www.sav-mor.com

DRUG STORES

“Your Pharmacy Experts”

Make 
sure your 
heart is
happy 
AND 

healthy.

Additional Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and Generic

Medications

$400
GENERICS
30-DAY SUPPLY*

$999
GENERICS
90-DAY SUPPLY*

Over 500 drugs available. 
See www.sav-mor.com for details.

Manage Your Meds Anywhere with
the FRD Pharmacy MOBILE APP

Need to hone your
baseball and soccer
skills?

If so, you’re in luck.
Friends of Historic

Hamtramck Stadium is
hosting a sports clinic for
kids 7 to 14 years old on
Saturday, April 29 at the
historic stadium site in
Veterans Memorial Park.

It’s being called
“Spring Into Action In H-
Town,” and the event will
feature lessons in soc-
cer, baseball and soft-
ball.

Guests include former
Detroit Tiger Ike Blessit
and the Hamtramck War-
riors soccer team.

There is no charge and
a free lunch will also be
provided. The fun starts
at 10:30 a.m. and runs
to 2:30 p.m.

Kids can also sign up
for this summer’s pro-
grams offered by the
Hamtramck Recreation
Department.

For more information,
call (248) 355-3710.

Continued on page 4

www.amarpizza.com
For Fast Pickup, Call In Your Order

We Deliver

313-366-0980
12195 Jos Campau • Hamtramck 

Corner of Jos Campau 
& Carpenter

NEW
LOCATION!

NEW
LOCATION!

Download
Our 
App!

OPEN 7 DAYS

By Charles Sercombe
It looks like City Man-

ager Katrina Powell will
get a contract extension.

That appeared to be
the case at Tuesday’s
monthly Receivership
Transition Advisory Board
meeting, when Board-
member Mark Stema
asked if there was a way
to extend Powell’s con-
tract by adding to the
Emergency Manager’s
Final Orders.

“I know the Board
needs to do something if
the council doesn’t step
up,” Stema said.

The city has been
under the financial su-
pervision of the RTAB
ever since former Emer-
gency Manager Cathy
Square left her post over
two years ago.

A bare majority of the
city council has refused
to extend Powell’s con-
tract even though it ex-
pires June 30 and there

is no replacement lined
up. With no contract ex-
tension in place, the
council agreed to seek
bids from search firms to
look for candidates for
the city manager’s job.

That was over a month
ago and the request for

bids continues. Consid-
ering it usually takes four
to six months for a field
of candidates to be
rounded up, the council
would have to appoint an
interim city manager
after June 30.

But that could trigger

the state to call in a $2
million loan because the
loan conditions require a
full-time, professional
city manager to be in
place at all times.

This predicament has
prompted the RTAB and

State ready to step in and make a
decision on city manager’s job 

Continued on page 2

When it comes to good
food and great times,
Hamtramck has plenty to
offer. In this column, we’ll
talk about what’s hap-
pening at our bars,
restaurants and other
events throughout the
city.
By Charles Sercombe

If you haven’t stopped
by the Hamtramck His-
torical Museum, set
some time aside on any
Saturday and stop by.

Greg Kowalski, the Di-

rector of the museum
and Chairman of the
Hamtramck Historical
Commission, has col-
lected a ton of artifacts.
Hamtramck has been
around since the begin-
ning of Detroit, and as
you would guess, there
are plenty of historical
items out there.

I don’t think we are bi-
ased to say that outside
of Detroit, Hamtramck
has the most interesting

Continued on page 2

By Charles Sercombe
This year’s mayoral

and city council election
is almost set to go.

On Tuesday, 10 candi-
dates signed up for the
city council, including in-
cumbents Andrea
Karpinski and Ian Per-
rotta.

Running for Mayor is
incumbent Karen Majew-
ski, who is seeking her
fourth term.

Candidates have until
the end of today, Friday
(April 28), to drop out.

In the council race,
there is an open seat va-
cated by Mohammed
Hassan, who opted to
run for mayor. The coun-
cil election also features
Saiida Miah, the daugh-
ter of current Coun-
cilmember Anam Miah.

Also running are: Gias
Talukder, Mohammed Al-
Somirir, Akil Al-Halemi,
Nayeem Choudhury,
Fadel Almarsoumi,
Monzurul Karim and
Showkat Choudhury.

Showkat Choudhury is
currently a member of
the Hamtramck School
Board. If he were elected
to council, he wouldn’t
be the first to hold dual
elected positions. For-
mer School Board Presi-
dent Titus Walters also
served on the board and
council.

Running for mayor, be-
sides Majewski and Has-
san, are John (Gjon) Ulaj,
Asm (Kamal) Rahman
and Cathie Gordon.

Ulaj is the Publisher of
The Review newspaper
and the owner of Villa
Realty and Associates,
where he is also a li-

And the 
race 
is on…

HEATING &
COOLING

11647 Jos. Campau

892-2122

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers
• Air 

Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

Family Owned & Operated Since 1964

The state-appointed Receivership Transition Advisory Board and state Treasury
Department will likely extend the contract of City Manager Katrina Powell (left).
Her contract with the city expires June 30.

Muralist Dennis Orlowski has been busy at the city’s
Historical Museum sketching Hamtramck residents
for a mural that will reflect the many ethnic commu-
nities living here.



history of any other city
in the tri-county area.
And judging by the num-
ber of media outlets who
continue to report on the
amazing cultural diver-
sity of this town, Ham-
tramck won’t stop being
interesting any time
soon.

The museum came
about through the gen-
erosity of the family that
owned the building it
sits in on Jos. Campau.
The family donated it.

But it’s been up to
Kowalski and a handful
of volunteers to whip
this building into shape.
Thanks to some grants
the building now has a
decent heating system.

There is so much more
that needs to be done. If
any reader out there
knows of anyone in-
volved in one of those
cable TV makeover
shows, send them this
way.

One recent grant the
museum won is for a
mural to be painted in-
side. With $15,000 in
hand, it was a no-brainer
to hire local muralist
Dennis Orlowski.

Orlowski has painted
numerous murals in the
Detroit area, and in
Hamtramck he is most
well known for the mural
in Pope Park, and the
one about Hamtramck’s
history inside People’s
Community Services.

He is now going to
paint a mural that will
run down the length of
one wall and spill over to

another.
We’re talking about a

total of 140 feet long
and 8 feet high. Officially
it’s called “Coming to
Hamtramck.”

Here is how Kowalski
explained the concept in
an article he wrote for
The Review a few
months ago:

“Each mural panel will
highlight a different eth-
nic group that has immi-
grated to Hamtramck
over the years. And to
ensure accuracy as well
as make this a commu-
nity project, nearly two
dozen ethnic groups
present in Hamtramck
have been asked to di-
rectly participate in the
project by making sug-
gestions for subject mat-
ter and posing as figures
to be depicted in the
mural.”

The project is ex-
pected to take several
months, and Orlowski is
now busy at the mu-
seum sketching it out.

On a recent Saturday
we caught up with Or-

This week at the library...

For more information about events at the
library call (313) 733-6822, 

or visit its website at  
http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you can 

also access the online catalog.

ESL Class – Mon-
day, May 1, 9 a.m.
and 2:30 p.m. Eng-
lish as a Second
Language classes
are free to all Ham-
tramck residents.
Registration is re-
quired.

ESL Class –
Wednesday, May 3,
9 a.m. and 2:30
p.m. ESL classes

are free to all Ham-
tramck residents.
Registration is re-
quired.

ESL Class – Friday,
May 5, 9 a.m. and
2:30 p.m. ESL
classes are free to
all Hamtramck resi-
dents.  Registration
is required.

Michigan Activity
Pass -- The pass will
enable Library card
holders to obtain a
one-time free entry
into any Michigan
State park or recre-
ation area, and free
entry into over 100
participating cultural
institutions.  Ask at
the circulation desk
for more details.

Continued from front page

Free Home Delivery
$4.00 • 30 DAY SUPPLY
$9.99 •  90 DAY SUPPLY

Send us your refills 24-hours a day
through our mobile app!

www.AzaalPharmacy.com

9834 Conant • Hamtramck
313-872-0021

Medical
Clinic 

On-Site

M-F 10am-6pm
Sat 10am-4pm

Sun closed

CURBSIDE
PICKUP &
DROP OFF
Call for details

Get Out 
on the 

Hamtown!
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• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge)

A professional pharmacy
serving your needs.
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Certified by the
State of Michigan

Administrator
Elias Ahmed Uddin

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
WALK-INS WELCOME

313-365-4547
3022 Caniff St.

— Hamtramck —

GBP BD wW-i GKwU D”Pgv‡bi cÖKí

• wnU I cvwb
• Avjv`v ivbœvNi
• Av‡qi Abymv‡i fvov
• fe‡bi †fZ‡i WvK&
• e¨vqvgvMvi

• 24 N›Uv wbivcËv cvnvov 
• we‡bv`b †K›`ª
• kxZZvc wbqwš¿Z
• cvVvMvi

n¨vgUªvwgK wmwbqi cøvRv 
2620 njeªæK ÷ªxU, n¨vgUªvwgK  •  313 873 7787

n¨vgUªvwgK nvDwms Kwgkb (GBP& GBP& Gm&) eY©, †MvÎ, ag© , RvZxq Drm, wj½,  weKjv½ ev cvwievwiK Ae¯’v‡bi wfwË‡Z
Kv‡iI AeÁv K‡ibv|  ‡mKkvb 3 Gi †hvM¨Zvm¤úbœ AvMÖnx‡`i www.hud.gov G wbeÜb Ki&‡Z Aby‡iva Kiv hv‡”Q|

Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

Treasury Department to
take the unprecedented
task of stepping in to
make sure the city man-
ager’s position is filled.

The RTAB was set up to
react to city decisions,
not take an active role in
making decisions for the
city.

Patrick Dostine of the
Treasury Department
confirmed that the final
order has been updated
and is under review.

While not explicitly say-
ing the change under re-

view dealt with Powell’s
employment contract, it
was generally under-
stood to be the case
given the context of
Stema’s question.

City Manager Powell
could not be reached for
comment.

Dostine said he was
not “at liberty” to go into
detail.

Deborah Roberts, who
chairs the RTAB, said the
Board is in an “unfortu-
nate situation.”

She said the Board has

tried to encourage local
control by the council,
but the council keeps
“taking that control and
throwing it back to RTAB.
… We tried.”

The RTAB is expected
to announce the decision
of the Treasury Depart-
ment at its April meeting.

Councilmember Anam
Miah, who has been a
critic of Powell, didn’t
have kind words for the
state’s action.

“If the state wants to
keep oppressing and

controlling the city, that’s
news to me,” Miah said.

As for the council not
transitioning to the re-
sponsibilities of local
control, Miah said “that
doesn’t make any
sense.”

“It’s the state doing
the opposite.”

State ready to step in and make a
decision on city manager’s job
Continued from front page 

lowski while doing er-
rands around town.

For the past several
weeks Orlowski has
been researching the
city’s ethnic groups,
starting with the Bengali
community. Zubacer
Akhtar, a Hamtramck
High School student,
was patiently posing
while Orlowski drew.

So far he has four pan-
els sketched out, and he
has so much more to
go. Considering that the
$15,000 grant has to
cover supplies, there
won’t be that much left
over, and considering
the countless hours it
will take … well, you get
the picture: Not that
much money for the
artist.

“You gotta love what
you’re doing,” Orlowski
said before we could
even ask why he does
this.

You also have to ap-
preciate people like Or-
lowski who devote so
much time and effort to
the community.

We’ll give updates on
the mural in the coming
weeks and months. In
the meantime, stop by
the museum at 9525
Jos. Campau. Hours are
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Satur-
day and Sunday, and by
appointment. Call (313)
574-9758.
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StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

Leaders
in Short-Term

Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery 
and quality care through 
our comprehensive 
rehabilitation program.

It’s Time to Pray, 
Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-5191   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

We are an Active
Parish Serving the

Community 

Celebrating 94 Years of Traditional, Catholic,
and Democratic Church

April 30 - Crepes Breakfast 
Fundraiser 10 am

May 6 - Polish Dinner Fundraiser 
4-7pm, Featuring Grammy Nominated

Accordionist Mike Zawojsky

May 13 - Soup Kitchen 2-4pm 

Holb
roo

k S
t.

Brom
bach

Florian St.

Just Across 
the Street from
St. Florian Church!

Lum
pkin St.

313-875-1700
2460 Florian St. • Hamtramck
www.DentistSamiBilani.com

Family and Cosmetic
Dentistry

• All porcelain crowns, 
bridges and veneers.

• Root Canal Treatment 
including wisdom teeth.

• Surgical extraction of
impacted wisdom teeth.

• Invisible Dura flex 
dentures and partials.

• Gum Treatment.
• Sleeping Apnea 

treatment.
• Teeth whitening.

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday

10am-6pm  
Friday 10am-2pm

Saturday 9am-1pm
Most Insurances Accepted

HENRY FORD 
MEDICAL CENTER

Hamtramck

Discover all the convenient ways you can connect with Henry Ford, 
whether you Call, Click or Come In to see us. We offer early and late 
appointments. The ability to message your doctor online. Same-day care.

HEAL THCARE THA T FI T S YOUR SCHEDULE

For a same-day primary care appointment,  
call (313) 972-9000 or visit henryford.com/sameday

9100 Brombach

Offering the following services:
• Family Medicine
• Laboratory and Pathology
• Obstetrics and Gynecology
• Autism Services
• Staff who speak Arabic and Bengali
• Health Insurance Enrollment  

  Assistance

Henry Ford MyChart
• Message your doctor online
• View your test results
• Renew your prescriptions

Polish Dinner 
Holy Cross Church 
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck 
Saturday 
May 6, 2017 
4 to 7 p.m. 

Adult $10.00             Child $5.00 
 Dessert Included 

Featuring Grammy-Nominated Accordionist 
Mike Zawojsky 

                                                        
 

Tender Breaded 
Pork Chop, 
Sauerkraut, 
Kielbasa, Pierogi  
Green Beans, 
Beverage 

Support Your Local 
Businesses - Get Out 

on the Hamtown!

Hamtramck Public
Schools (HPS) is having a
Welcoming Hamtramck
Families event on Friday,
May 12 from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. at Hamtramck High
School Community Cen-
ter.  

The Community Center
is located at 11350
Charest.  Please plan to
join us at this exciting
event to meet Hamtramck
Public School educators,
student leaders, and com-
munity organizations.
Free services will be of-
fered.  

Some features of this
event include individual
Hamtramck Public School
booths, community and
family organizations, HPS
art competition winners,
educational resources,
academic booths, HPS
student band, dental
care, blood pressure
checks, glucose checks,
BMI checks, health re-
sources and referrals.  

All participants that at-
tend will have the oppor-
tunity for a free lunch, free
gift bags, henna and face
painting.  If you have any
questions please contact
Mrs. Jaleelah Ahmed at
(313) 892-2025.

Hamtramck High School
News

Hamtramck High
School's Cosmos Times
newspaper once
again competed in the an-
nual Michigan Inter-
scholastic Press
Association (MIPA) high
school newspaper con-
test.  

The contest is hosted
by Michigan State Univer-
sity and over 4,000 en-
tries were received for
newspapers or broad-
casts published be-
tween February 20, 2016
to February 17, 2017.
Cosmos Times picked up
three awards this year.

Aisha Khanum won 1st
place for Audio News Fea-
ture interview with Omar
Thabet (video) and two
class of 2016 graduates
won awards also.  

Ghadir Mozeb won first

place for Advertising Lay-
out Al-Qamar ad and Mah-
fuzul Haque won
Honorable Mention for Ad-
vertising Layout Hoover
Pharmacy ad.  

Although the Cosmos
Times newspaper staff
won MIPA awards in the
past, this is the first time
Hamtramck High School
students won first place
awards in this competi-
tion.  Congregations Cos-
mos Times staff.

Dickinson East 
Elementary

Four Dickinson East stu-
dents competed in the
Optimists of Central De-
troit's Annual Oratorical
Competition on Thursday,
April 13. 

Nishat Rahman, Shazid
Khan, Tarik Custovic,
Farisa Zarin, who are all
sixth graders, captivated
the audience during the
dinner event.  Following a
very successful sweep in
March, teacher Rahiel
Housey-Johnson was in-
vited to bring students
who had not yet com-
peted in a local level com-
petition.

Next, Gold Medalists
Nishat Rahman and Tarik
Custovic will face off
against winners  from all
over Southeastern Michi-
gan, including two other
Dickinson East stu-
dents. 

In March, The Optimists
of Downtown Detroit se-
lected  Al-Khalil Mashrah
and Nazifa Suhal to repre-
sent their club. They com-
peted on Saturday, April
22, at Mt Clemens High
School.  

Honored
Leaps and Bounds Fam-

ily Services (LBFS) hon-
ored the Hamtramck
School District at its An-
nual Awards Dinner on
April 20.

The Hamtramck School
District received the Com-
munity Partner Award in
recognition of the dis-
trict's commitment to the
support of a global learn-
ing community, its quality
academic programs and

its commitment to fami-
lies with young learners.

“We are grateful to part-
ner with the District be-
cause of their strong
commitment to quality
service and quality
achievements for all their
students as well as their
commitment to serving
the families of the Ham-
tramck community.” said

Denise Dorsz, executive
director of LBFS. “All of
the teaching, administra-
tive, paraprofessional and
service staff put the
needs of the children
first.”

At the Annual Awards
Dinner, Congressman
Sander Levin was also
honored. The event was
held at the Ukrainian Cul-
tural center in Warren.

All Schools
• Friday, May 12 -- End

of Progress Report period
4.

• Thursday, May 18 --
Progress Report 4 distrib-
uted.

• Friday, May 26 – Half
day for students and staff
all schools.

• Monday, May 29 -- No
school for students and
staff.  Memorial Day.

• Tuesday, May 30 --
School resumes.

• Thursday, June 1 --
Last day of school for
Hamtramck High
School  and Horizon High
School Seniors.

• Thursday, June 8 --
Last day for preschool.

• Friday, June 9 -- Ham-
tramck and Horizon High
Schools Graduation Cere-
mony at 6:00 p.m.

Athletic Events
• Friday, April 28 -- HHS

Girls’ Varsity Softball vs.
Melvindale ABT at 5 p.m.
Away.

• Friday, April 28 -- HHS
Boys’ Varsity Baseball vs.
Melvindale ABT at 5 p.m.
Away.

• Friday, April 28 -- HHS
Boys’ JV Baseball vs. War-
ren Fitzgerald at 4:30
p.m. Home.

• Friday, April 28 -- HHS
Girls’ Varsity Soccer vs.
Summit Academy at 4:30
p.m. Away. 

• Monday, May 1 -- HHS
Continued on page 5

Optimist Lt. Governor Stacia Little (left) recently congrat-
ulated Dickinson East Elementary School students for
their performance at an annual oratorical competition.
Next to Little are Nishat Rahman, Shazid Khan, teacher
Rahiel Housey-Johnson, Tarik Custovic, Farisa Zarin and
Optimist Velma Jones.

HHS journalist student Aisha Khanum interviews
Omar Thabet on the Cosmos Times virtual set.
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For every $100 spent in locally owned business, $68 returns to
the community source: the350project.net

censed broker.
Gordon served on the

city council and has
been an active critic of
Mayor Majewski.

This will be Gordon’s
and Ulaj’s second at-
tempt to win the mayor’s
job. They both lost out in
the August Primary Elec-
tion four years ago.

Mayor Majewski fin-
ished second in that
election, but managed to
hang on in the General
Election.

The Primary Election is
Aug. 8.

Both the mayor and
council terms are for four
years. The Primary Elec-
tion will whittle down the
council race from 10
candidates to six. The
November General Elec-
tion will determine the
top three candidates
who will serve on coun-
cil.

In the mayor’s race, the
Primary Election will re-
duce the candidates to
two for the General Elec-
tion held in November.

If you are not a regis-
tered voter and want to
participate in the Primary

Election, you must regis-
ter no later than July 10.

This election year
could prove to be histori-
cal. There is a chance
that the council and
mayor’s position will be
filled by those of the
Muslim faith – which
would be a first for an
American city.

Two years ago national
and international media
swooped into town when
a Muslim majority were
elected to the council. 

For decades Ham-
tramck’s government
was dominated by Polish-
Americans. The city’s
population has under-
gone a sea change with
the arrival of immigrants
from Bangladesh, Yemen
and Bosnia.

The Poles left in droves
in the 1980s and 1990s
for the northern suburbs.

It is now believed that
a majority of the city’s
population is of the Mus-
lim faith. There are now
about a dozen mosques
in the city and just out-
side the Hamtramck-De-
troit border.

And the race is
on… Cont. from front page

By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck kids and

adults welcomed spring
on Saturday with a 5K
hike around town.

It was the annual
Health Hike, which
started at Keyworth Sta-
dium and ended at the
High School Community
Center for a free lunch
and health checkups.

Coming up next is  “Wel-

coming Hamtramck Fami-
lies” at the Community
Center on May 12, start-
ing at 9 a.m.

The event will offer
more health exams and
information on colleges.
Once again a free lunch
will be served as well as
gift bags.

Annual Health Hike attracts
hundreds of kids and adults

By Charles Sercombe
By the looks of things,

Hamtramck could use a
good scrubbing.

Or at least a good pick-
ing up of loose trash. 

And just in time to mo-
tivate the community,
the City of Hamtramck
and Common Word Al-
liance are jointly hosting
weekend clean-ups for
the entire month of May.

The kickoff is on Satur-
day, May 6, 9 a.m. at city
hall. Volunteers – which
means anyone in the

community and even out-
side the city – will gather
and break into teams to
begin cleaning.

Gloves, bags, shovels
and brooms will be pro-
vided, or you can help
out even further by bring-
ing your own.

Volunteer efforts won’t
go unrewarded. A light
lunch will be provided.

The clean-up continues
on Sunday, May 7, and
then each Saturday and
Sunday for the remain-
der of the month.

Volunteers are
needed for citywide
clean-up campaign

Metro news…
It’s said that whatever

happens to Detroit, so
goes Hamtramck. Our
friends over at modeld-
media.com have been re-
porting on fascinating
development projects for
the past several years.

With their permission,
here is an edited version
of this week’s story:

Young startups across
Michigan will get a help-
ing hand from a new
multi-million-dollar fund
managed by Invest De-
troit Ventures and sup-
ported by the Michigan
Economic Development

Corporation and the New
Economy Initiative (NEI).

The First Capital
Fund's goal is to raise
$4.2 million in two years
and offer up to
$150,000 in capital to
tech companies in the
earliest stages. MEDC
has made an initial $2
million investment in the
fund, which Invest De-
troit aims to double by
bringing private capital
into the fund. NEI will
support the fund with
$800,000.

Adrian Ohmer, principal
Continued on page 8

Scenes from last Satur-
day’s annual Health Hike.

A citywide clean-up will take place every weekend in
May. The kickoff of the campaign will be May 6.
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In Our Opinion

Hamtramck’s election
year is shaping up to be
one of the most diverse
in the city’s history.

As of press time Thurs-
day, the August Primary
will include several candi-
dates who are from the
Bengali and Yemeni com-
munities.

Mayor Karen Majewski
will face four chal-
lengers. By the looks of
things, this will be her
toughest fight to gain an-
other term.

Candidates had until
today, Friday (April 28) to
withdraw. The Review
went to press Thursday.

We wish all the candi-
dates well, and we look
forward to hearing what

ideas and goals they
have for the city.

Unfortunately, in recent
years candidate forums
have gone away. We’re
hoping an organization
out there will host one
before the primary. The
public deserves a
chance to hear what can-
didates have to offer.

Those who survive the
primary will once again
square off in the Novem-
ber General Election. An-
other unfortunate in this
election year is that
there are no other races
or ballot questions to at-
tract more voter interest.

That means a very low
percentage of the city’s
voters could end up de-

ciding who serves the
public. That being said,
we encourage voters to
stay aware this election
year, and remember to
come out to vote.

Hamtramck is still tran-
sitioning back to local
control, and until then is
under the watchful eye of
a state-appointed Re-
ceivership Transition Ad-
visory Board. The RTAB
will be looking at this
election closely, and de-
pending on the outcome
could either speed up or
delay the return of local
control.

Think wisely voters.
This is going to be a high
stakes election.

Election season is officially on
and voters need to stay informed 

Review: Opinion Page

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600

$895
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Prohibition in 
Hamtramck: Gangsters, 
Gunfights & Getaways
Now Available! $21.99

Available at 
Hamtramck Historic 

Museum
Hours: Sat. 11am-4pm,

Sun. 11am-4pm

313-893-5027
9525 Jos. Campau
— Hamtramck —

www.HamtramckHistory.org

Girls’ Varsity Softball vs.
Trillium Academy at 5
p.m. Home.

• Monday, May 1 -- HHS
Boys’ Varsity Baseball vs.
Trillium Academy at 5
p.m. Home.

• Tuesday, May 2 --
KMS Boys’ Baseball vs.
Melvindale ABT at 4:30
p.m. Home.

• Wednesday, May 3 --
HHS Girls’ Varsity Softball
vs. Detroit Community at
5 p.m. Away.

• Wednesday, May 3 --
HHS Boys’ Varsity Base-
ball vs. Detroit Commu-
nity at 5 p.m. Away.

• Wednesday, May 3 --
HHS Girls’ Varsity Soccer
vs. Cesar Chavez at 4:30
p.m. Home.

• Wednesday, May 3 --
HHS Boys’ JV Baseball
vs. Algonac at 5 p.m.
Home.

• Thursday,  May 4 --
KMS Boys’ Baseball vs.
Ecorse at 4:30 p.m. Away.

• Friday, May 5 -- HHS
Girls’ Varsity Softball vs.
River Rouge at 5 p.m.
Home.

• Friday, May 5 -- HHS
Boys’ Varsity Baseball vs.
River Rouge at 5 p.m.
Home.

• Friday, May 5 -- HHS
Girls’ Varsity Soccer vs.
Henry Ford Academy at
4:30 p.m. Home.

Compiled by 
Janice Gandelman

Continued from page 3

Celebration… Lately,
there have been a num-
ber of 100th anniver-
saries in town in the
past few years.

Now it’s Our Lady
Queen of Apostles

Parish’s turn to cele-
brate its 100th anniver-
sary.

The Parish will have a
special Mass this Sun-
day, April 30 at 1 p.m.
with Archbishop Allen

Vigneron as the main
celebrant.

Afterward there is a
banquet at PNA Hall,
but that is already sold
out.

By Charles Sercombe
The city council met on

March 14, and all coun-
cilmembers were present,
but Mayor Karen Majewski
was absent. Before the
regular council meeting a
work session was held.
During that meeting a dis-
cussion was held on hiring
a landscaping company,
American Dream Land-
scaping, LLC.

City Manager Katrina
Powell said the company
would take care of city
grounds. She said that in
previous years the city
piecemealed the work out
to several companies.

The company was hired
before the contract ap-
proval to clean up Veterans
Park after a windstorm.

“They did an excellent
job,” said Kathy Angerer,
the city’s Director of Com-
munity and Governmental
Affairs.

Powell informed the
council that the state-ap-
pointed Receivership Tran-
sition Advisory Board
rejected the council’s ap-
pointments to the Zoning
Board of Appeals.

The council’s appointee
Mohammed A. Rahman
told the city administration
after the RTAB rejected
him as an appointee that
he is no longer interested
in the position.

Councilmember Mo-
hammed Hassan said the
RTAB does not have a right
to overrule the council.

During the public com-
ment section of the regular
council meeting, Arif Hus-
kic announced that the

Common Word Alliance will
host Saturday clean-ups
during the month of May.

It was noted that Fire
Chief Danny Hagen re-
ceived a certificate of ex-
cellence for participating in
the annual “Fight for Air
Climb.” He and other fire-
fighters participated in the
event.

Hagen, who describes
himself as a fitness buff
who is in his 50s,
“smoked the younger guys
in the department,” said
City Manager Powell.

Hagen climbed 71 stair
flights in 17 minutes –
wearing full firefighting
gear.

Amy Duncan, who lives
on the southend, com-
plained that there are too
few public garbage cans
on Jos. Campau, between
Holbrook and Denton. Je-
remy Duncan also com-
plained that there is little
code enforcement in the
area. He said lots are
often overgrown and
strewn with trash.

City Manager Powell said
that all complaints are ad-
dressed with property own-
ers. However, she said,
that doesn’t mean there is
immediate action.

Councilmember Anam
Miah thanked the Dun-
cans, saying the city needs
“more people like you.”

Robert Zwolak urged the
council once again to
renew City Manager Pow-
ell’s employment contract,
which will expire on June
30. He said there are seri-
ous financial issues com-
ing up, and that searching

for a new city manager “is
no easy task.”

He added that anyone
new coming into the job
will have a lot to catch up
on.

Bill Meyer asked for extra
time to address the council
and was given it. He said
that although the city is di-
verse, it’s “divided.”

Kamal Rahman, who re-
cently announced he is
running for mayor, said that
the only way to end state
supervision of the city’s fi-
nances is for the city to be-
come stable.

The council reconsidered
appointments to the Zon-
ing Board of Appeals,
which the RTAB had re-
jected.

Councilmember Miah
said that the reason he ini-
tially supported Mo-
hammed A. Rahman was
that he wanted to be part
of the “democratic
process.” He said Rah-
man, who had been an al-
ternate to the ZBA and
was voted by a bare major-
ity on council to be a full
member, deserved to
“move up.”

(Editor’s note: Rahman
was not recommended by
the city planner to be a full
member because he at-
tended only one meeting
for the last three years.)

Councilmember Mo-
hammed Hassan said he
“tried to give him (Rah-
man) a chance.”

The council unanimously
agreed to support the rec-
ommendation of the city
planner on who to appoint
to the ZBA.

City Hall Insider …City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days? 
We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.



6 Hamtramck Review Phone (313) 874-2100                                                       Friday, April 28, 2017

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110
HUD Certified

Looking to buy single & 
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900
danrojek@remax.net

JohnUlaj@comcast.net
Certified 

Residential 
Specialist

FMIC
Food Ministries In Collaboration 

Apostle Connie and Bro. Bill 
can be heard every Thursday 

at 11:00 am-11:15 am.

Visit HarpofGodMinistry.org

Click on 
FMIC (Food Ministries 
In Collaboration) then
donate, and follow the 

instructions to 
donate!

� �

John Ulaj
Commercial Broker/Owner

A HUD Certified Agent

Wayne County Food 
Assistance Program (TEFAP)

for Hamtramck Residents
Bring proof of income, and picture ID

8625 Jos. Campau
11am-12pm

Every 2nd Monday 
of the Month

3308 Evaline • Hamtramck
4-Bedroom single-family home. Full-base-

ment, newer roof and furnace w/central air.
Updated plumbing & electrical.

$89,900SOLD Capo Bar
11625 Jos Campau

Without liquor license.
North Jos Campau

leanneconger@gmail.com

Hamtramck
3027 Trowbridge St. - $99,000  - PENDING!
11412 Klinger St. - $64,999 - SOLD!
1952 Yemans - $59,900 - PENDING!
2429 Faber - $72,500 - NEW!
Vacant Land
LOT 19 Masters Drive, Metamora, .71 acres -
$35,900 

Hosner Road, Dryden Twp. - $99,900 PENDING!
15 Mile Rd., Sterling Hgts., 17.75 acres - 
$199,900 -  PRICE REDUCED!

Elandell Lane, Attica Twp., 2.5 acres - $39,900
2210 Bristol Rd., Imlay Cty, 2.53 acres - $34,900 -
PRICE REDUCED!
Dryden
4347 Grove - $199,900
4712 Dryden Rd. - $399,900
4340 Bishop Rd. - $169,900 - PRICE REDUCED!

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

Warren
11757 Hovey St. - $119,900 
Metamora
4067 River Street - $147,500
Lynn Twp.
8862 Cade Rd. - $249,900 - PRICE REDUCED!
Rochester Hills
380 W. Tienken Rd.Home for Lease or 
sale/commercial potential - $1350.00 or $219,900. 
Zoned FB1 (small business) or residential
Addison Twp.
1400 Mack - $147,900 - PENDING!
Clyde Twp.
5696 Cribbins Rd., $58,000 - NEW!

Land Contracts 
Available on  Many

Properties!

DiamondRealty and Associates

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger
Hamtramck Native/Specialist

Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist 

2429 Faber
2-Family Lots of updates

$72,500
Text Me for Open House Details 

Visit www.DiamondRealty-Associates.com 
for more information

By Alan Madeleine
If you ask most people

on the street, they'll prob-
ably guess that the aver-
age high school senior's
thoughts, come spring, are
probably on a lot of things
not closely related to ac-
tual school.

But for one graduating
senior and her school club
teammates, it's all about
robots.

Meet Alyssa Spillman,
Hamtramck High's first fe-
male "drive team" mem-
ber in the Robotics Team's
21-year history. 

Destined for the far
north come this fall -- Lake

Superior State University,
as a Mechanical Engineer-
ing degree student -- Spill-
man discussed this past

season's state robotics
competition.

"The season started
back in January," Spillman
said. "The theme this year
was 'First Steamworks' --
kind of a steampunk feel." 

There was a six-week
"build season" in the be-
ginning, where the robot
that would attempt this
year's required feats was
first designed and assem-
bled.

In this particular event,
the robots were required to
pick up various loose
gears and "fuel pellets,"
Spillman said. 

Two from the four-person
team maneuvered the
robot, while a third -- Spill-
man -- sat inside the field
of play, collecting what the
robot brought to her while
she was inside the target
destination, referred to as

the "air ship." The fourth
helped from the far side,
opposite the two primary
"drivers."

Spillman's interest in ro-
botics undoubtedly
stemmed from her having
played with Legos and Lin-
coln Logs as a child.  She
then took a camp class in
robotics one summer.

"I excelled at it, but I
also really enjoyed it,"
Spillman recalls. 

She followed up on her
interest with a couple
years' worth of Lego Ro-
botics while in middle
school. She's now been a
part of Hamtramck High's
Robotics Team all four
years of high school.

Her mentor at the high
school, John Stofflett,
gives a feel for the scope
of the popularity of robot-
ics competitions.

"When this first got
going, there were about
250 teams worldwide,
maybe 25 of those in
Michigan," Stofflett said.
"Now there are 450 teams
in Michigan alone, more
than in any other state or
country, out of about
3,000 to maybe 3,500
teams total." 

From those 450
statewide squads, 160 are
well-regarded enough to
merit invitation to the State
Championships.

The team photo on the
team's school website re-
veals a surprising number
of young women participat-
ing, at least at this school.
Previously, Spillman says,
they preferred to work
such aspects as the
Awards Team or the Spirit
Team, but this year several
approached her about her

experience being a part of
the more dynamic aspect
of the event.

The team came in 50th
this year, placing it in the
top third -- good, but not
quite good enough to qual-
ify this time for the na-
tional competition.
Spillman still feels a sense
of pride in their achieve-
ment.

"We reached the semi-fi-
nals in both (brackets)"
last month, leading up to
the championships, she
points out, while adding
that they should do well
next year without her.

Will she apply her Me-
chanical Engineering
schooling to the robotics
field after graduation?

"Yes, I will," she smiles.
Did the Earth stand still

just then, for a moment?

HHS student looks back at a historical 
moment for the Robotics Team

SCHAAL
Marvin C. Schaal, 80,

died April 22, 2017.
Mr. Schaal was the

beloved husband of the
late Monique. He is sur-
vived by children, Gre-
gory (Rebeca), Mary;
grandchildren, Austin,
Savannah, Leannah.

Mr. Schaal proudly
served in the Unites
States Air Force in Viet-
nam. Private services
were held by the family.
Arrangements were en-
trusted to Jurkiewicz &
Wilk Funeral Home in
Hamtramck.   

VANDEVELDE
Irene J. Vandevelde,

87, died April 20, 2017.
Mrs. Vandevelde was

preceded into God’s care
by her husband,
Thomas; sister, Leocadia
Romanski. Mrs. Vande-
velde is survived by her
sister, Marie Romanski. 

Mrs. Vandevelde was a
medical secretary. She
loved gardening and had
many friends.

Private services were
held. Friends are invited
to the inurnment Satur-
day at 12:30 at Mt.
Olivet Cemetery.
Arrangements were en-
trusted to Krot Funeral
Home in Hamtramck, MI.  

Alyssa Spillman
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Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING  
(313) 365-8630

1
/2

9
/1

6

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

892-2122

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PLUMBING

6
/3

0
/1

3

HEATING & COOLING

Service Directory

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

POWDER COATING

Beautifully remodeled 1
bedroom lower Ham-
tramck $500/Mo + sec
dep. utilities not in-
cluded, credit check,
fenced yard 313-590-
1000.   4/28

2 bedroom upper, in
Hamtramck, $550/mo.
+ security deposit of
$550, 313-737-5384.
4/28

Hamtramck, 2 br. upper
+ lower, $600/mo. + se-
curity deposit, move-in-
ready, 313-712-6021.
5/12

1 bedroom upper, stove,
refrigerator, heat + water,
$450/mo. + security de-
posit, 586-480-6020. 5/5

1,900 sq ft., 30231 E.
Jefferson Ave., facing
lake, red brick (former
dental) single level, 5 BR,
3 baths, great room w
counter, FP. $1,550/mo
313 354 2495.

For Sale, 30231 E. Jeffer-
son, Brick, 5 br, 1, 2 half
baths, great room, FP, re-
ception counter, foster
care, medical, senior as-
sisted, 1900 sq ft, 2 lots.
Johnksells@gmail.com,
$151,700. 586-771-
1211.

2954 Goodson, 4 br., liv-
ing, dining rm., kitchen,
full basement, 2 car
garage, turn-key house,
$125,000, 248-879-
2521, ask for Pete.

Make an offer - seller is
motivated and ready to
retire! Well-known Asian
market, est. 1991, great
reputation, Troy area,
lots of inventory in-
cluded, meat case, fish
case, freezers, coolers,
asking $50,000, all of-
fers considered. Ask for
Sam or Frank, 248-635-
3405. 4/28 

All positions chef,
cook,dishwasher,driver,
Maine Street Restaurant 
ask for Mario 313-368-
0500.

No experience needed,
start at $14 per hour,
manufacturing, Marble
Cast, call Bud, 248-398-
0600. 4/28

Weight lifting set, numer-
ous bars with bench, ap-
prox. 250+ pounds in
weights, 313-458-5937,
8 a.m. to 12 p.m. only,
$125. 4/28 

Lose up to 30 lbs. in 30
days. Doctor recom-
mended – 100% safe,
money-back guarantee –
includes Reneu: cleanser
to flatten the stomach.
Distributors wanted,
www.billington.firstfit-
ness.com, 248-506-
6703, Michael Billington.
5/12

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

PAINTING

Let Our Service
Directory Do
the Work For
You! Call Dave
(313) 874-2100

Deadline for 
classifieds
for next week is 
Thursday at Noon

Call (313) 874-2100
to place your ad!

HOUSE
FOR RENT

IN “VINCE”ABLE
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior • Power Washing 
10% Senior Discounts

Free Estimates
Vince 

586-838-7598
— Serving Macomb & Wayne County —

BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

ESTIMATES

Advertisers should check their ad follow-
ing first publication. The newspaper shall
not be liable for failure to publish an ad,
for a typographic error or errors in publi-
cation except to the extent of the cost of
the ad for the first day’s insertion. Adjust-
ments for errors is limited to the cost of
that portion of the ad wherein the error
occurred. We reserve the right to clas-
sify, revise or reject any classified ad-
vertisement.

HOUSE
FOR SALE

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Hamtramck 

Since 1965.
• Licensed & Insured 

• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any 

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning or
Sewer Cleaning Job

Installation or Repair
Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in 
all phases of 

Air Conditioning,
Freon Charge,   

Plumbing, 
Heating, 
Sewer 

Cleaning & 
Excavation. 

Service • Installation • Repairs
Fast Same Day Service 

Radio Dispatched

CALL TODAY:
248-542-8022
586-298-2380

FULLY STOCKED TRUCKS TO SERVE ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

MASTER PLUMBER
LICENSED & INSURED

AVAILABLE 24/7
EXPERT SEWER & DRAIN 

CLEANING
CERTIFIED BACKFLOW TESTING

$20 
OFF

New clients only. Not to be 
combined with any other offers.

  www.waterworkplumbing.com

PLUMBING? SEWER? DRAIN 
PROBLEMS? WE CAN HELP!

6/30/17

Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log

covers April 18-24.

Tuesday, April 18
• At about 2 a.m. a

Hamtramck resident was
arrested after breaking
into a residence in the
12000 block of Nagel. 

Wednesday, April 19
• A resident in the

3100 block of Lehman
reported someone broke
out their living room win-
dow.

• A Farmington Hills
auto sales agent said
someone he knows
fraudulently obtained his
semi-truck and title to it.

• At 1 p.m. three juve-
niles were arrested in the
area of Jacob and Jos.
Campau for not being in
school.

• Two suspects were
arrested for fighting on
Charest.

Thursday, April 20
• At about 9 p.m. a

resident in the 3100
block of Lehman re-

ported that an unknown
suspect opened their
kitchen window and en-
tered the house. The
suspect fled after steal-
ing a video camera.

• A resident reported
someone opened an un-
employment account in
their name.

• A resident reported
being harassed on Face-
book.

• A resident in the
3100 block of Jacob re-
ported her purse and var-
ious items were stolen
from her car while it was
parked in front of her res-
idence.

• Two suspects were
arrested after being ob-
served entering a vehi-
cle.

• A resident in the
2600 block of Yemans
reported a garage break-
in and several items
stolen.

Friday, April 21
• A resident in the

2600 block of Norwalk
reported a neighbor re-

Continued on page 8

BUSINESS
FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

FRIDAY, May 5, 5-9 p.m. – The Ham-
tramck Moose Lodge, 9421 Conant, will
host a Taco Night, $7. All proceeds will go
to the Friendship house.

SATURDAY, May 13, 9-3 p.m. – Ham-
tramck’s Recycle Center is open at Caniff
and McDougall. Drop off your recyclables for
free.

Coming events

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

WEIGHT LOSS
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Continued from page 7

Get Yourself 
NOTICED!

Call (313) 874-2100

turned her handicap
parking sign that had
been stolen earlier in the
day.

• A suspect was ar-
rested for shoplifting mul-
tiple items from a store
in the 9200 block of Jos.
Campau.

• A suspect was ar-
rested in the 11600
block of Jos. Campau for
being disorderly and ob-
structing officers.

Saturday, April 22
• A Lehman resident

reported being physically
assaulted by a family
member.

Sunday, April 23
• A resident was ar-

rested in the area of Co-
nant and Carpenter for
being a parole abscon-
der.

• At 10 p.m. a man
was arrested for being
drunk and disorderly out-
side a Jos. Campau bar.
The man was later taken
to Detroit Receiving Hos-
pital for being severely in-
toxicated.

• A student reported
being sexually abused at
home.

• Officers responded to
a suspicious situation in
which a man appeared to
be carrying a body
wrapped in burlap to a
van. Officers discovered
that the driver was a
medical body recovery
worker and that there
was no body inside the
van. Instead, there was
an empty gurney.

Monday, April 24
• A Clinton Twp. resi-

dent suffering from a
drug overdose was taken
to Detroit Receiving Hos-
pital.

• A Mitchell resident re-
ported his vehicle win-
dow broken and several
dollars stolen.

• A Caniff resident was
arrested for domestic vi-
olence.

• A Warren resident re-
ported a Hamtramck res-
ident sold her a stolen
cellphone.

• An Evaline resident
turned in a credit card
that was found on the
sidewalk.

• A Jos. Campau resi-
dent was arrested for dis-
orderly conduct.

— Dr. Kabra —
9811 Conant • Suite 2 

Comprehensive
Cleaning

$69
$190 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

Walk-Ins Welcomed. Open Saturday & Sunday too!
Exceeding Your Expectations

Consultation
Exam & X-Ray

$29
$75 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

We perform all areas of 
Dentistry with specialty in:
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Endodontics
• Dental Implants 
• Oral Surgery
• Restoration & Whitening    
• Crown & Bridges
Enhancing your smile, health & life.

T H E  AV E R A G E  A D U LT  I S

Missing at Least 2 Teeth.
Call today to schedule your 

FREE private implant consultation.

CALL NOW 313.870.9423

K Dr. KabraK
PEARL DENTAL
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— Dr. Myron Lederman —
• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses • Hammer Toes 

• Bunions • Ingrown Nails • Foot and Ankle Injuries

Senior and Diabetic Foot Care
Over 30 Years Experience 

9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

(313) 872-4076

M-T-Th-F  9am-4pm • W - Sun closed 
Sat - 9am-2pm

Please call for appointment

In Area
House

Calls

Medicare
Covered Diabetic
Shoes

By Charles Sercombe
The city has agreed to

settle a second high-pro-
file lawsuit.

The first suit, settled
several weeks ago, in-
volved the former direc-
tor of Public Works,
Steve Shaya. Shaya had
claimed he was retali-
ated against by the po-
lice department and city
employees in a Whistle-
blower case.

The city settled the
case for $75,000 – a far
cry from Shaya’s initial
claim for $10 million.

He still has another
Whistleblower case
pending against the city
for wrongful discharge.

In the latest case, a
settlement for up to
$80,000 was authorized
by the state-appointed
Receivership Transition

Advisory Board – which
oversees all major finan-
cial decisions by the city.
A former contractor, CPI,
alleged breach of con-
tract and had initially
sought over $750,000 in
damages.

The company had been
doing water and sewer
line repairs. Under the
administration of City
Manager Katrina Powell,
the city shifted to an-
other company.

CPI claimed only it
could provide services. 

City Attorney Travis Mi-
helick told the RATB that
the settlement was “a
business decision.”

“The money that we've
saved by terminating
their contract is far in ex-
cess of what we're ask-
ing to settle this for right
now,” he added.

In both lawsuits the
city’s insurance company
is paying the settlement,
but the city has had to

pay upwards of
$200,000 from its own
budget to cover initial
legal costs.

City seeks to settle lawsuit
filed by former contractor 

with Invest Detroit Ven-
tures, says the fund
does not require start-
ups to bring along any
additional financiers be-
cause funding for early-
stage startups has
become harder to find.

"Something we've ob-
served in our seven
years of existence is
that a lot of the capital
pegged as early stage
has moved down the
pipeline," Ohmer says.
"Even angel investor
groups only want to fund
startups in the post-pro-
duction phase."

Ohmer says awarding
up to $150,000 to start-
ups means they don't
have to spend months
on the road, raising more
capital from various in-
vestors, in order to move

on to the next level and
then do another road trip
to raise even more funds
a year later.

"We want to make sure
they have enough money
to meet certain mile-
stones that we work with
them to set in order to
get them to a fundraising
round that makes sense
for them in their indus-
try," Ohmer says.

While Invest Detroit is
based in Detroit, it has
always had a wider
focus, Ohmer says.

"With the rebirth of De-
troit, the city is certainly
central to a lot of what
we care about, but our
team has always had a
statewide focus," Ohmer
says.

By Sarah Rigg 
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