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Quote of 
the week …
Who said this, and what is it
about? You can find the
quote and the story it be-
longs to somewhere in the
pages of this issue.

"First, it uses all
distilled water,

which is better for
several reasons.”

Quote of 
the week …

FRD PHARMACY
9811 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 871-1115
Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

www.sav-mor.com

DRUG STORES

“Your Pharmacy Experts”

Make 
sure your 
heart is
happy 
AND 

healthy.

Additional Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and Generic

Medications

$400
GENERICS
30-DAY SUPPLY*

$999
GENERICS
90-DAY SUPPLY*

Over 500 drugs available. 
See www.sav-mor.com for details.

Manage Your Meds Anywhere with
the FRD Pharmacy MOBILE APP

Think you know all
about Hamtramck?

Well, you can test out
your knowledge once
again with the return of
Hamtrivia.

The event will be at
the Moose Lodge No.
1672 this Saturday,
May 13. One round will
be devoted to Ham-
tramck history so you
don't have to be an ex-
pert on Hamtramck's
past to win.

There will food and
fun and all for $10
payable at the door,
which opens at 6:30
p.m.

The Moose Lodge is
at 9421 Conant, just
north of Holbrook. All
proceeds benefit the
Hamtramck Historical
Museum.  For reserva-
tions call (248) 770-
8389, or email
hamtramckhistor y@
gmail.com.

www.amarpizza.com
For Fast Pickup, Call In Your Order

We Deliver

313-366-0980
12195 Jos Campau • Hamtramck 

Corner of Jos Campau 
& Carpenter

NEW
LOCATION!

NEW
LOCATION!

Download
Our 
App!

OPEN 7 DAYS

Continued on page 2

By Charles Sercombe
One of the major finan-

cial hurdles facing the city
in the next few years will
be finding a way to pay for
rising pension costs.

It was a problem that
former Emergency Man-
ager Cathy Square left for
the city to take care of
with the help of state-
funded consultants.

That was over two years
ago.

Recently it came to light
that the consultants in-
deed looked at the prob-
lem and concluded there
wasn’t anything the city
can do.

That’s what City Man-
ager Katrina Powell said a
few weeks ago while ad-
dressing issues that
Councilmember Anam
Miah brought up, which in-
cluded finding a solution
to the city’s looming pen-
sion crisis.

“The city's pension
problems were incurred
through years of misman-
agement and ‘giveaways’

to the employees through
multiple bargaining unit
contracts, and cannot be
solved at this point,” Pow-
ell said in an email to The
Review.

Hamtramck is not
alone.

Many communities are
facing the same issue,

and so far no one has
come up with a way to
fund the obligations. The
state legislature and the
governor are also trying to
find a fix.

At the same time, under
Gov. Snyder, state rev-
enue sharing with munici-
palities has been slashed

by 20 percent.
Out of a budget of ap-

proximately $15 million,
the city will pay $3.7 mil-
lion this fiscal year on
pension costs.

Next year that will in-
crease to $4 million, said
Financial Director Bhama

By Charles Sercombe
For about half of the

candidates running for
local office this year it’s
pay up or get kicked off
the August Primary Elec-
tion ballot.

Last week City Clerk Au-
gust Gitschlag sent out let-
ters to eight of the 14
candidates seeking elec-
tion stating that in order to
be on the August ballot
they first have to pay out-
standing debts to the city,
as required by city charter.

Most of the candidates
are behind in income
taxes, although how much
each owes cannot be
made public because that
is private information.

Mayoral candidate Asm
(Kamal) Rahman is the
only candidate who was
behind in both property
taxes and income taxes.

According to the Wayne
County Treasurer, he owes
$2,264 in property taxes
for his house at 3096
Caniff.

Cathie Gordon, who is
also running for mayor,
was the only other candi-
date to owe the county
property taxes, $752, for
her house at 2758 Nor-
walk.

City Council candidates
Mohammed Al-Somiri,
Gias Talukder, Akil Al-
Halemi, Ian Perrotta,
Monzurul Karim and Sai-
ida Miah all owed income
tax.

Perrotta, who is currently
a city councilmember
seeking re-election, told
The Review that he did not
owe anything. He said the
Income Tax Department
had failed to record that
he filed his income tax for
2016 despite having a
record of his payment. The
issue was cleared up
Thursday, Perrotta added.

By Alan Madeleine
Special toThe Review

You go to the dentist to
save your smile.

But you might find an
extra smile or two if you
should be so fortunate as
to have your teeth tended
to by Dr. Sami Bilani here
in Hamtramck.

Dr. Bilani's practice orig-
inated over in Dearborn.
He relocated to Ham-
tramck in 2004, originally
down in the Town Center
strip mall. He now runs

his practice, Florian Den-
tal, out of his own building
on the southwest corner
of Brombach and, yes,
Florian, a block north of
Holbrook.

A cordial and worldly
man, Dr. Bilani is happy to
share his time with his pa-
tients. He makes a philo-
sophical point to
schedule his patients so
that they don't wait, at
least not more than a
minute or two.

"How many times have

Report confirms that Hamtramck
is not alone in tackling pension

Continued on page 2

Candidates
forced to
pay up

At Florian Dental, the 
emphasis is on the 
patient’s comfort and time

Continued on page 2

Despite the help of state-funded consultants, it was determined there was no
immediate solution to funding Hamtramck’s escalating pension costs. It’s a fi-
nancial problem many other communities are facing.

Dr. Sami Bilani, the owner of St. Florian Dental,
shows off new equipment with the help of hygienist
Grace Navikaite.



you been to a dentist or
doctor," he asks
earnestly, "and end up
reading a magazine for 15
or 20 minutes? I try to
make it so there is no
waiting. I try to be re-
spectful of my patient's
time."

Dr. Bilani is proud of his
Lebanese descent. His
wife works by his side,
keeping track of appoint-
ments and billing. The
only other employee pres-
ent on this day is his hy-
gienist Grace Navikaite,
who is also his link to
helping communicate with
his ethnically diverse pa-
tients -- she is fluent in a
number of languages.

Dr. Bilani felt that the
best way to demonstrate
his new equipment was to
put me through a full
cleaning and check-up.
Luckily, I was just a little
overdue.

His primary room is now
outfitted with a new and
very expensive looking
dental machine. Dr. Bilani
touted its various fea-
tures.

"First, it uses all dis-
tilled water, which is bet-
ter for several reasons,"
he said.

The machine uses easy-
on-the-eyes LED lighting.
It has a higher speed ap-
paratus for applying the
paste after the cleaning. 

But the real highlight is
a small flexible micro-

scope, with an attached
light, which the doctor
says helps immensely in
finding those tiny or incip-
ient problems, "before
they can get to be bigger
ones," he says with a
chuckle.

His casual approach to
scheduling also helps him
-- and his patients -- to not
feel rushed.

"I prefer to take my time
with my patients," he
says with some pride.

He advocates a writer
named Norman Cousins,
author of the books "The
Healing Heart" and
"Anatomy of an Illness,"
going so far as to credit
Cousins with helping to
shape his dentist-patient
philosophy.

He carries this over to
having empathy for lower
income or uninsured pa-
tients, working with them
as best he can. He cau-
tions, of course, that
some who try to push the
limits of his largesse
must be counseled that
his services can't be com-
pletely free.

And he offers some
tips. He advocates for
Sensodyne gel paste, but
says that any gel is better
than a non-gel type of
toothpaste. This is a fact
lead ingdent is ts .com
agrees with, stating "Gel
toothpastes are often
thought to be less abra-
sive than regular pastes,
although the website
warns that "gels can still
be abrasive" and that
"the great debate can
rage on. ..."

Dr. Bilani comes across
as a thoughful and caring
man, caring about his city
of Hamtramck -- he is a
booster for the St. Florian
Strawberry Festival,
among other events and
charities -- and about the
greater world beyond: his
bookshelf is lined with
books on politics, for ex-
ample.

He is quick, and proud,
to share a tour of his wine
collection, in a room spe-

This week at the library...

For more information about events at the
library call (313) 733-6822, 

or visit its website at  
http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you can 

also access the online catalog.

ESL Class – Mon-
day, May 15, 9 a.m.
and 2:30 p.m. Eng-
lish as a Second
Language classes
are free to all Ham-
tramck residents.
Registration is re-
quired.

ESL Class –
Wednesday, May 17,
9 a.m. and 2:30
p.m. ESL classes

are free to all Ham-
tramck residents.
Registration is re-
quired.

ESL Class – Friday,
May 19, 9 a.m. and
2:30 p.m. ESL
classes are free to
all Hamtramck resi-
dents.  Registration
is required.

Michigan Activity
Pass -- The pass will
enable Library card
holders to obtain a
one-time free entry
into any Michigan
State park or recre-
ation area, and free
entry into over 100
participating cultural
institutions.  Ask at
the circulation desk
for more details.

Free Home Delivery
$4.00 • 30 DAY SUPPLY
$9.99 •  90 DAY SUPPLY

Send us your refills 24-hours a day
through our mobile app!

www.AzaalPharmacy.com

9834 Conant • Hamtramck
313-872-0021

Medical
Clinic 

On-Site

M-F 10am-6pm
Sat 10am-4pm

Sun closed

CURBSIDE
PICKUP &
DROP OFF
Call for details
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Certified by the
State of Michigan

Administrator
Elias Ahmed Uddin

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
WALK-INS WELCOME

313-365-4547
3022 Caniff St.
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Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge)

A professional pharmacy
serving your needs.

Cairns.
Cairns also noted that

pension obligations rise
$200,000 to $300,000
each year, which will re-
quire dipping into the
city’s $4 million budget
surplus.

The financial picture
could get worse, accord-
ing to an Associated
Press story carried in
Crain’s Detroit Business.

Many communities, the
report said, are financially
vulnerable because of
dropping property tax rev-
enues, state tax revenue
cuts and rising pension

and health costs.
If a recession were to

hit, many cities, the report
said, will be “ill-
equipped.”

Hamtramck has twice
been placed under the su-
pervision of a state-ap-
pointed emergency
manager in the last 15
years because of finan-
cial emergencies. But in
neither of the instances
of being under the guid-
ance of an emergency
manager has the city’s un-
derlying financial prob-
lems -- namely pension
costs -- been addressed.

Report confirms that 
Hamtramck is not alone
in tackling pension costs
Continued from front page

Gitschlag said on
Wednesday that most of
the candidates had set-
tled up.

Candidates were given a
deadline of May 19 to pay
up or be kicked off the bal-
lot. Gitschlag said a final
determination will be
made on May 22 to see
who qualifies to be on the
ballot.

Most communities re-
quire would-be elected and
appointed officials to be

debt-free to their commu-
nity and any other govern-
ment agency in order to
serve.

Although it has come to
light that some elected of-
ficials were in debt to the
city after taking office, the
issue wasn’t pursued in
the past. Gitschlag said he
began checking with city
departments to see if any
candidates owed money
for the last local election
two years ago.

Candidates forced to
pay up Cont. from front page

At Florian Dental, the emphasis is
on the patient’s comfort and time
Continued from front page

cially built for the pur-
pose.

"I want to stay here," he
says, refering to Ham-
tramck, while treating me
to a view of the southend
of town from his delightful
rooftop patio.

In the end, he sends me
on my way with a "dental
gift bag" of sorts, which
all of his patients get.

If you want to know

what's in one, you'll just
have to schedule an ap-
pointment with him to find
out.

Florian Dental is located
at 2460 Florian Street,
and the phone number is
313-875-1700.  His hours
are: Monday - Thursday,
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. and on
Friday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. His
website is www.dentist-
sambilani.com.



Friday, May 12, 2017                                                    Hamtramck Review                                            Phone (313) 874-2100                                             3

Second Front Page
It’s Time to Pray, 

Please Join Us
We are a Multicultural Parish Family

Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.

Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-5191   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

We are an Active
Parish Serving the

Community 

Celebrating 94 Years of Traditional, Catholic,
and Democratic Church

May 13 - Soup Kitchen 2-4pm 
May 24 - May Devotion, 7pm

May 25 - Ascension of our Lord, 
Mass 7pm

May 29 - Memorial Day Mass, Forest
Lawn Cemetery, 11am

May 30 - Holy Mass, for people on 
prayer list, 7pm

Get Yourself 
NOTICED!

Place an Ad in the Review
Call (313) 874-2100

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

Leaders
in Short-Term

Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery 
and quality care through 
our comprehensive 
rehabilitation program.

ELIZABETH ROESKE, 
CNM, MSN

Certified Nurse Midwife

KAREN TWEEDY, 
CNM

Certified Nurse Midwife

HOMA WENAH, 
CNM

Certified Nurse Midwife

ARNEL V. CLARIN, M.D.
Family Medicine 

Language: Tagalog

We have staff who speak Bengali and Arabic.
Family Medicine  •  Ob/Gyn  •  Women’s Health  

Lab & Pathology  •  Autism Services
Health Insurance Enrollment Assistance

To schedule an appointment, call (313) 972-9000 or visit
henryford.com and select the ‘Request an Appointment’ tab.

SYEDA HAQUE, M.D.
Family Medicine

Languages: Urdu, Hindi

all for you

MEET OUR 
HENR Y FORD TEAM

HENRY FORD MEDICAL CENTER
Hamtramck

9100 Brombach  •  (313) 972-9000

Hamtramck Public
Schools (HPS) is having a
Welcoming Hamtramck
Families event on Friday,
May 12 from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. at Hamtramck High
School Community Cen-
ter.  

The Community Center
is located at 11350
Charest. Please plan to
join us at this exciting
event to meet Hamtramck
Public School educators,
student leaders, commu-
nity organizations and
free services will be of-
fered.  Some features of
this event include individ-
ual Hamtramck Public
School booths, commu-
nity and family organiza-
tions, HPS art
competition winners, edu-
cational resources, aca-
demic booths, HPS
student band, dental
care, blood pressure
checks, glucose checks,
BMI checks, health re-
sources and referrals.  

All participants that at-
tend will have the oppor-
tunity for a free lunch,
free gift bags, henna and
face painting.  If you have
any questions please con-
tact Mrs. Jaleelah Ahmed
at (313) 892-2025.

Dickinson East 
Elementary School News

Four of the Dickinson
East speech team mem-
bers competed on Satur-
day, April 22 at the Tri
County Optimists Zone
Level Oratorical Competi-
tion. 

Two students repre-
sented the Optimists of
Downtown Detroit: Al-
Khalil Mashrah and Naz-
ifa Suhal. 

Two students repre-
sented a competing club,
which is new this year, the
Optimists of Central De-
troit: Nishat Rahman and
Tarik Custovic.  

All students are in fifth
and sixth grades. There
were 14 students com-
peting for two slots to ad-
vance to the state level.
Although our students did
not advance, they repre-
sented Hamtramck well
and were the youngest to
participate at that presti-
gious level. 

n
The suspenseful

speech competition sea-
son came to a close with
the culminating event on
May 2 entitled The Opti-
mists of Downtown De-
troit's Annual Winners'

Continued on page 5

Above and below: Dickinson East students recently
competed in a speech contest and enjoyed a trip to
the Detroit Riverfront. 



By Charles Sercombe
Over 400 graduates of

Hamtramck High School
held a special reunionre-
cently at the American Pol-
ish Cultural Center in Troy.

The reunion included
graduates from the
classes of 1957 through
1971.

“There weren’t too many
from the 1950s,” said Gor-
don Starr, who graduated
in 1962.

Well, that’s to be ex-
pected.

But still, there were
plenty of former students
to make it one of the more
exciting nights for current
and former Hamtramck-
ans.

HHS grad and profes-
sional basketball star Rudy
Tomjanovich (Class of
1966) was present and
gladly talked with many in
attendance. Tomjanovich
was not only a standout at
HHS, he went on to have a
successful career playing
for the Houston Rockets
and then became the
Head Coach of the Hous-
ton Rockets in the 1990s.

He led the Rockets to
two NBA championships.

Soul singer Yvonne Sin-
ington, who put out several
singles with the all-girl
group Donays, was also in
attendance. The Donays
enjoyed regional hits like
“Devil in His Heart” and
“Bad Boy.”

Interestingly, The Beatles
recorded and released
“Devil in His Heart” but re-
named it “Devil in Her
Heart.”

She still performs today.
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Holb
roo

k S
t.

Brom
bach

Florian St.

Just Across 
the Street from
St. Florian Church!

Lum
pkin St.

313-875-1700
2460 Florian St. • Hamtramck
www.DentistSamiBilani.com

Family and Cosmetic
Dentistry

• All porcelain crowns, 
bridges and veneers.

• Root Canal Treatment 
including wisdom teeth.

• Surgical extraction of
impacted wisdom teeth.

• Invisible Dura flex 
dentures and partials.

• Gum Treatment.
• Sleeping Apnea 

treatment.
• Teeth whitening.

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday

10am-6pm  
Friday 10am-2pm

Most Insurances Accepted

Hamtramck High School grads celebrate multi-class reunion

Call 
(313) 874-2100

Scenes from a recent
Hamtramck High School
reunion for the Classes
of 1957-1971. Top right:
Basketball legend Rudy
Tomjanovich poses with
retired teacher Stan
Nalepa.
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In Our Opinion

For years there was a
little known city charter
provision that was
largely overlooked.

It is Section 6-08 of
the Hamtramck City
Charter and it reads:

“No person shall be
elected or appointed to
any office who is a de-
faulter to the city or to
any board, or office, or
department thereof, or
to any school district,
county, or other munici-
pal corporation of the
state, now or heretofore
existing. All votes for the
election or appointment
of any such defaulter
shall be void.”

Letters went out last
week to eight out of 14
candidates seeking pub-
lic office who were what
the charter calls a “de-
faulter.” The letter, sent
out by the City Clerk’s Of-
fice, gave candidates a
deadline of May 19 to
pay or not be included in
the August Primary Elec-
tion.

Well, bravo for the city.
Elected and appointed

officials are supposed to
set an example for resi-
dents. While the occa-
sional late water bill
payment is understand-
able, we have had some
serious debtors serve

elected office – some of
whom have owed several
thousand dollars in ei-
ther property taxes or un-
paid water bills.

Unfortunately, past city
administrations declined
to take action against
those individuals and
kick them out of office.

As it turned out, City
Clerk August Gitschlag
has reported most of the
candidates who had
been in arrears paid up
this week.

For some, the
amounts were trifling,
but a principle is a prin-
ciple.

City finally cracks down
on candidate ‘defaulters’

Review: Opinion Page

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600

$895
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Circle Luncheon and Law
Day.  

Nine of the twelve-mem-
ber team were treated to
lunch while they inter-
acted with the Downtown
Optimists as well as win-
ners of the high school
essay contest from Cass
Tech.  

Fifth graders Shaira
Choudhury and Halima
Islam were given the op-
portunity to present their
speeches because they
had not yet had that
chance this year.  

As part of his keynote
address, attorney Robert
Clear expressed his de-
light in hearing the two
speeches because he
had never attended Opti-
mist Oratorical contests. 

The speeches centered
on the late environmental-
ists Rachel Carson and
Wangari Maathai, whose
pioneering work displayed
extreme forms of opti-
mism that carry over into
current events.  

The event was attended
by sixth graders: Tarik
Custovic, Nishat Rahman,
Marwan Nazad and Fahim
Uddin; fifth graders
Shaira Choudhury, Nilla
Ghose, Halima Islam,
Nazifa Suhal and Jasmin
Begum. 

It was not possible for
sixth graders Shazid
Khan, gold medalist Al-
Khalil Mashrah and Farisa
Zarin to attend the event. 

The students were es-
corted by their coach,
Rahiel Housey-Johnson
and her mother, Lois De-
neau. The total sum of
prizes that our students
won this season totaled
$1,500.  Congratulations

to all involved.

Holbrook Elementary
School News
Upcoming Events

• Tuesday, May 30 --
Bake sale after school.

• Wednesday, May 31 --
Bake sale after school.

Hamtramck High School
Upcoming Events

• Thursday, May 18 --
High School Spring Con-
cert at 6 p.m.

• Wednesday, May 24 --
Senior Honors Program at
6 p.m.

All Schools
• Friday, May 12 -- End

of Progress Report period
4.

• Thursday, May 18 --
Progress Report 4 distrib-
uted.

• Friday, May 26 – Half
day for students and staff
all schools.

• Monday, May 29 -- No
school for students and
staff.  Memorial Day.

• Tuesday, May 30 --
School resumes.

• Thursday, June 1 -- Last
day of school for Ham-
tramck High School  and
Horizon High School Sen-
iors.

• Thursday, June 8 --
Last day for preschool.

• Friday, June 9 -- Ham-
tramck and Horizon High
Schools Graduation Cere-
mony at 6 p.m.
Athletic Events

• Friday, May 12 -- HHS
Girls’ Varsity Softball vs.
Voyageur at 5 p.m. Away.

• Friday, May 12 -- HHS
Boys’ Varsity Baseball vs.
Voyageur at 5 p.m. Away.

• Friday, May 12 -- HHS
Boys’ JV Baseball vs. Pon-

Continued from page 3

tiac AE at 4:30
p.m.  Away.

• Friday, May 12 -- HHS
Girls’ Varsity Soccer vs.
Detroit Western at 4:30
p.m. Away.

• Monday, May 15 --
HHS Girls’ Varsity Softball
vs. Harper Woods at 4:30
p.m. Away.

• Monday, May 15 --
HHS Boys’ Varsity Base-
ball vs. UPSM at 5 p.m.
Away

• Monday, May 15 --
HHS Boys’ JV Baseball
vs. Rochester Hills
Lutheran NW at 4:30
p.m. Away.

• Tuesday, May 16 --
HHS Girls’ Varsity Softball
vs. East Detroit at 4:30
p.m. Away.

• Tuesday, May 16 --
KMS Boys’ Baseball vs.
River Rouge at 4:30 p.m.
Home.

• Wednesday, May 17 --
HHS Boys’ Varsity Base-
ball vs. Taylor Prep at 5
p.m. Away.

• Wednesday, May 17 --
HHS Girls’ Varsity Soccer
vs. Christo Rey at 4:30
p.m. Away.

• Thursday, May 18 --
KMS  Boys’ Baseball vs.
Melvindale ABT at 4:30
p.m. Away.

• Friday, May 19 - HHS
Girls’ Varsity Softball vs.
Melvindale ABT at 5 p.m.
Home.

• Friday, May 19 -- HHS
Boys’ Varsity Baseball vs.
Melvindale ABT at 5 p.m.
Home.

• Saturday, May 20 --
HHS Boys’ JV Baseball
vs. Cranbrook  Kingswood
at 11 a.m./1 p.m.  Away.

• Saturday, May 20 --
HHS Girls’ Varsity Soccer
Division 1 Championship
TBD

Compiled by 
Janice Gandelman 

By Charles Sercombe
Embattled State Sen.

Bert Johnson stopped by
the city council meeting on
Tuesday to address “the
obvious elephant” in the
room:

His felony charges.
Johnson is facing federal

charges of diverting the
public’s money for private
use. He is specifically
charged with hiring a
“ghost” employee – an
employee who gets paid
but performs no work.

That payment was al-
legedly for a $10,000 loan
Johnson took from the so-
called employee. The em-
ployee was put on
Johnson’s staff payroll and
was paid $23,000, say
federal investigators.

Last month FBI agents
raided Johnson’s home in
Highland Park and also his
office in Lansing. Docu-
ments were taken along
with two shotguns.

Johnson has a previous
felony conviction from
1993 when he committed
an armed robbery. Con-
victed felons are not al-

lowed to possess guns.
He has not been charged
with a weapons violation.

Johnson described the
FBI raid at his home to the
Hamtramck City Council as
“a pretty big spectacle.”

He said he has received
numerous “well wishes”
from constituents as well
as people from “across
the country.”

Johnson’s Senate dis-
trict includes Hamtramck,
Highland Park and part of
Detroit.

His trial date is set for
June 20, but his attorneys
are asking for that date to
be pushed back in order
for them to prepare. John-
son told the city council he
was confident he would
beat the charges.

“We expect to be OK
with this, but you never
know,” Johnson said.

If convicted, Johnson
could be sentenced to 10
years in prison.

In the meantime, a recall
petition against Johnson
has been OK’d. The State
Senate has not taken any
steps to suspend or expel

Johnson. This is Johnson’s
last term in Lansing. He
was previously a State
Representative, which he
was termed out of. This is
his second, and last, term
in the Senate.

Johnson also told the
city council that he and his
colleagues are attempting
to craft a state budget that
restores funding to cities.
When Gov. Rick Snyder
took office he slashed
state revenue sharing to
cities and school districts.

Johnson said the politi-
cal climate has not
changed in the last seven
years that Snyder has
been in office and expects
budget negotiations to fall
along party lines. He
championed himself as a
“shrewd negotiator.”

He also urged local offi-
cials to “be more vigilant
and vocal” about Ham-
tramck’s financial needs.

In the past Johnson has
made periodic visits with
the city council to give brief
updates about what the
legislature was doing.

Sen. Johnson addresses city 
council about his felony charges

Planting roots… Thanks
to a DTE Energy grant,
worth $3,000, the city was
able to recently plant 18
trees.

The city also partnered
with Tree Detroit which re-
cruited volunteers to as-
sist, along with
Hamtramck High School
students, in the planting.
The HHS students are
also members of a school
group called LEAP.

Trees were planted on
Evaline, Mitchell, Norwalk
and Trowbridge streets.

Cleanup/picnic… Who
doesn’t like pancakes on
a Saturday morning?

What if we said you

could scarf down some
pancakes for free? Well,
that will be happening at
the Popps Packing art
space on St. Aubin this
Saturday (May 13).

But there is one, let’s
say small, catch. Satur-

day’s free breakfast is fol-
lowed by a community
cleanup in the Ham-
tramck-Detroit border area
along Carpenter. It’s all
part of a program called
Motor City Makeover, and
it involves Popps, Muslim
Family Services, Detroit
Hope Center and Global
Detroit.

Breakfast will be served
8:30 to 10 a.m. Let them
know you’re coming to
breakfast by calling (313)
444-4373. Popps is lo-
cated on St. Florian and
Carpenter.

The city gained 18 trees
recently thanks to a DTE
Energy grant.



31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110
HUD Certified

Looking to buy single & 
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Certified 
Residential 
Specialist

Get It Sold in the
Real Estate Corner

Call Dave at 
(313) 874-2100 to

Place Your Ad!

John Ulaj
Commercial Broker/Owner

A HUD 
Certified Agent
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Wayne County Food 
Assistance Program (TEFAP)

for Hamtramck Residents
Bring proof of income, and picture ID

8625 Jos. Campau
11am-12pm

Every 2nd Monday 
of the Month

— Dr. Myron Lederman —
• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses • Hammer Toes 

• Bunions • Ingrown Nails • Foot and Ankle Injuries

Senior and Diabetic Foot Care
Over 30 Years Experience 

9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

(313) 872-4076

M-T-Th-F  9am-4pm • W - Sun closed 
Sat - 9am-2pm

Please call for appointment

In Area
House

Calls

Medicare
Covered Diabetic
Shoes

It’s said that whatever
happens to Detroit, so
goes Hamtramck. Our
friends over at modeld-
media.com have been re-
porting on fascinating
development projects for
the past several years.

With their permission,
here is an edited version
of this week’s story:

Attention small busi-
ness owners: the New
Economy Initiative (NEI)
is now accepting applica-
tions for its NEIdeas
Challenge. For the fourth
consecutive year, NEI will
award 20 already existing
small businesses with
$400,000. 

To apply, a business
must have been founded
at least three years ago
and have a demon-
strated need for capital
in order to grow. There
are two tiers to the pro-
gram, $10,000 and
$100,000, depending on
how much a business
grosses.

According to a press re-
lease: "Since its launch
in 2014, NEIdeas has

awarded 96 local busi-
nesses a total of $1.5
million to help them real-
ize their ideas for growth,
as well as connected
hundreds of others to
technical assistance op-
portunities. Nearly 70
percent of past NEIdeas
winners are minority-
owned businesses, and
65 percent are woman-
owned businesses."

As they do every year,
NEI is holding a series of
information sessions for
prospective applicants.
There are still three more
remaining at the follow-
ing dates and locations:

• May 18, 6 to 8 p.m.
at Grand River Workplace
(19120 Grand River Ave.,
Detroit, MI 48223)

• May 22, 6 to 8 p.m.
at SER Metro Detroit
(9301 Michigan Ave., De-
troit, MI 48210) – bilin-
gual session in Spanish
and English.

• May 30, 6 to 8 p.m.
at TechTown (440 Bur-
roughs St., Detroit, MI
48202)

Metro news…

By Charles Sercombe
A few dozen kids braved

chilly temperatures on a
recent Saturday to learn a
few tips on playing base-
ball and soccer.

The event was spon-
sored by the Friends of
Historic Hamtramck Sta-
dium, and kids got to
hone their skills on the
grounds of the legendary
stadium.

The organization is
seeking funding to up-

grade the field and even-
tually bring the grand-
stands back to life. The
site was once home to
the Detroit Stars who
were part of the Negro
League back in the
1930s when blacks were
not hired by big league
white teams.

Plans also call for allow-
ing all types of sports to
be played at the site and
to open it up to the com-
munity.

Sports clinic ushers in big
plans at baseball stadium 

leanneconger@gmail.com

Hamtramck
3027 Trowbridge St. - $99,000  - PENDING!
1952 Yemans - $59,900 - SOLD!
2429 Faber - $72,500 - PENDING!
3875 Norwalk - $64,900 - PENDING!
2275 Holbrook - $70,000 - PENDING!
Vacant Land
15 Mile Rd., Sterling Hgts., 17.75 acres - 
$199,900 -  PRICE REDUCED!

Elandell Lane, Attica Twp., 2.5 acres - $39,900
2210 Bristol Rd., Imlay Cty, 2.53 acres - $34,900 -
PRICE REDUCED!
Dryden
4712 Dryden Rd. - $389,900 - PENDING!
4340 Bishop Rd. - $169,900 - PENDING!

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

Warren
11757 Hovey St. - $104,900 - JUST REDUCED!
Lynn Twp.
8862 Cade Rd. - $240,000 - JUST REDUCED!
Almont Village
480 Allison Dr - $247,900 - PENDING!
Sterling Heights
34680 Esper Dr - $184,900 - NEW!
Wales Twp.
8588 Morris Rd - $62,900 - NEW!
Hadley Twp.
3117 W. Brocker - $241,000 - PENDING!
Metamora
4067 River St. - $147,900 - PENDING!

Land Contracts 
Available on  Many

Properties!

DiamondRealty and Associates

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger
Hamtramck Native/Specialist

Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist 

2429 Faber
2-Family Lots of updates

$72,500

Visit www.DiamondRealty-Associates.com 
for more information

PENDING!

Scenes from a recent sports clinic hosted by the
Friends of Historic Hamtramck Stadium.
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Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING  
(313) 365-8630

1
/2

9
/1

6

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

892-2122

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PLUMBING

6
/3

0
/1

3

HEATING & COOLING

Service Directory

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

POWDER COATING

Hamtramck, 2 br. upper
+ lower, $600/mo. + se-
curity deposit, move-in-
ready, 313-712-6021.
5/12

2 br., spacious lower flat,
newer carpet, appli-
ances, water, $500/mo.
+ security, immediate oc-
cupancy, 248-302-2070.
3/19

Hamtramck, 2 br. upper,
stove, fridge, clean and
in good condition, 313-
685-7807. 3/12

1,900 sq ft., 30231 E.
Jefferson Ave., facing
lake, red brick (former
dental) single level, 5 BR,
3 baths, great room w
counter, FP. $1,550/mo
313 354 2495.

For Sale, 30231 E. Jeffer-
son, Brick, 5 br, 1, 2 half
baths, great room, FP, re-
ception counter, foster
care, medical, senior as-
sisted, 1900 sq ft, 2 lots.
Johnksells@gmail.com,
$151,700. 586-771-
1211.

2954 Goodson, 4 br., liv-
ing, dining rm., kitchen,
full basement, 2 car
garage, turn-key house,
$125,000, 248-879-
2521, ask for Pete.

All positions chef, cook,
dishwasher, driver, Maine
Street Restaurant ask
for Mario 313-368-
0500.

Ivanhoe Café, cook posi-
tion, apply in person
(please call for hours),
5249 Joseph Campau,
313-925-5335. 5/26

Lose up to 30 lbs. in 30
days. Doctor recom-
mended – 100% safe,
money-back guarantee –
includes Reneu: cleanser
to flatten the stomach.
Distributors wanted,
www.billington.firstfit-
ness.com, 248-506-
6703, Michael Billington.
5/12

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

Deadline for classifieds
for next week is 
Thursday at Noon

Call (313) 874-2100
to Place Your Ad!

PAINTING

Let Our Service
Directory Do
the Work For
You! Call Dave
(313) 874-2100

IN “VINCE”ABLE
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior • Power Washing 
10% Senior Discounts

Free Estimates
Vince 

586-838-7598
— Serving Macomb & Wayne County —

BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

ESTIMATES

Advertisers should check their ad
following first publication. The
newspaper shall not be liable for fail-
ure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publication
except to the extent of the cost of the
ad for the first day’s insertion. Ad-
justments for errors is limited to the
cost of that portion of the ad wherein
the error occurred. We reserve the
right to classify, revise or reject
any classified advertisement.

HOUSE
FOR SALE

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Hamtramck 

Since 1965.
• Licensed & Insured 

• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any 

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning or
Sewer Cleaning Job

Installation or Repair
Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in 
all phases of 

Air Conditioning,
Freon Charge,   

Plumbing, 
Heating, 
Sewer 

Cleaning & 
Excavation. 

Service • Installation • Repairs
Fast Same Day Service 

Radio Dispatched

CALL TODAY:
248-542-8022
586-298-2380

FULLY STOCKED TRUCKS TO SERVE ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

MASTER PLUMBER
LICENSED & INSURED

AVAILABLE 24/7
EXPERT SEWER & DRAIN 

CLEANING
CERTIFIED BACKFLOW TESTING

$20 
OFF

New clients only. Not to be 
combined with any other offers.

  www.waterworkplumbing.com

PLUMBING? SEWER? DRAIN 
PROBLEMS? WE CAN HELP!

6/30/17

Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log

covers May 2-8.

Tuesday, May 2
• At almost midnight a

resident in the 2200 block
of Danforth was arrested
for domestic violence.

• At about 2 a.m. a resi-
dent in the 2300 block of
Holmes was assaulted by
a person they know.

• At 2:30 a.m. a resident
in the 12000 block of Dyar
reported someone dam-
aged a window at their res-
idence.

• A business owner n
the 9000 block of Jos.
Campau reported an em-
ployee had embezzled
money.

• A resident in the
11600 block of Nagel re-
ported a garage break-in
and the theft of a lawn-
mower.

• An agent for the Ham-
tramck Recreation Depart-
ment reported someone
driving a U-Haul vehicle
damaged the department’s
building.

• A resident reported he
was pickpocketed while on

Jos. Campau.
• A resident turned over

to officers a watch she
found.

• A Jos. Campau busi-
ness reported an incident
of retail fraud.

Wednesday, May 3
• A Farmington resident

reported that while in the
11600 block of Jos. Cam-
pau a man he knows
threatened his life and
brandished a handgun.

• An owner of a business
in the 10000 block of Jos.
Campau reported receiving
a bad check.

• A Dearborn resident re-
ported the theft of his car
while it was parked at
Holmes and Jos. Campau.

• A Dequindre resident
reported someone dam-
aged her window.

Thursday, May 4
• At 1 a.m. a Detroit res-

ident was arrested for as-
saulting a woman.

• A fence was damaged
in the 10000 block of Jos.
Campau. 

Continued on page 8

HELP WANTED WEIGHT LOSS

A COMPANY DESIGNED FOR THE NEW MILLENIUM

CARPET SALES, INSTALLATION & REPAIRS

Tile / Linoleum
Professionally Installed

Muhammad Hague
313-268-1010
supercarpet2000.com
SAME DAY SERVICE
Senior Citizen & Military Discounts

FLOORING & INSTALLATION

HOUSE
FOR RENT
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Continued from page 7

Friday, May 5
• No incident report was

available for this date.

Saturday, May 6
• Officers responded to

a call about an assault but
the victim refused to coop-
erate.

• Officers responded to
a loud party at Evaline and
Falcon. Those in atten-
dance were told to quiet
down or face being tick-
eted.

• At about 1 a.m. a
Lehman resident reported
her boyfriend assaulted
her.

• At 2 a.m. officers re-
sponded to a large fight in
the 2000 block of Caniff.
The crowd dispersed when
officers arrived.

• A driver in a roll-over ac-
cident attempted to flee
from officers. He was ap-
prehended and taken to
Detroit Receiving Hospital
for treatment of injuries.

• At about 4:30 a.m. a

Dyar resident reported their
home has been egged re-
peatedly.

• A resident in the 2200
block of Yemans reported a
garage break-in and the
theft of many items.

• A Klinger resident re-
ported a break-in.

Sunday, May 7
• A resident in the

12000 block of Dyar re-
ported that a person she
knows reached through the
window of her car and stole
an iPhone and fled.

• A resident in the
12000 block of Dequindre
reported damage to her
residence.

Monday, May 8
• Officers were called to

Bridge Academy on Buffalo
where a man was scaring
children.

• A Hanley resident was
arrested during an investi-
gation.

— Dr. Kabra —
9811 Conant • Suite 2 

Comprehensive
Cleaning

$69
$190 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

Walk-Ins Welcomed. Open Saturday & Sunday too!
Exceeding Your Expectations

Consultation
Exam & X-Ray

$29
$75 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

We perform all areas of 
Dentistry with specialty in:
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Endodontics
• Dental Implants 
• Oral Surgery
• Restoration & Whitening    
• Crown & Bridges
Enhancing your smile, health & life.

T H E  AV E R A G E  A D U LT  I S

Missing at Least 2 Teeth.
Call today to schedule your 

FREE private implant consultation.

K Dr. KabraK
PEARL DENTAL
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Hamtramck Community Initiative 
Supports: 
 

• Citizen Patrol 

• Block Clubs 

• Graffiti removal 

• Street and Alley Clean Up 

• Town Hall Events 

• Angel’s Night Patrol 

• Public Safety Day 

• Civic Leadership 

Development 

• Community Gardens 

 

 

PNA H
ALL   
10211 C
onant S
t., Ham
tramck
 

MAY 1
9, 2017
  

6:30- 9
 PM 

Dinner
 and A
wards 

 

TICKETS 
at the door:

$25
Under 16/
over 65: $10

SATURDAY, May 13, 9-3 p.m. – Hamtramck’s Recycle
Center is open at Caniff and McDougall. Drop off your re-
cyclables for free.

SATURDAY, May 13, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. – The Hamtramck
Historical Museum presents “Meet the Author,” Leonard
Kniffel, who has a new memoir published, called “Busia:
Seasons on the Farm with My Polish Grandmother.” The
museum is located at 9525 Jos. Campau.

SATURDAY, May 13, 6:30 p.m. – Hamtrivia Night at
Moose Lodge #1670, 9421 Conant. Includes trivia and
snacks, cash bar, admission $10.

SATURDAY, May 13, 2-4 p.m. – Free Soup Kitchen at
Holy Cross Parish, 2311 Pulaski at Fleming, all are wel-
come.

FRIDAY, May 19, 2 p.m. -- Gleaners Food Bank free pro-
duce giveaway, from 2 p.m. until supplies are gone, located
in the parking lot behind Hamtramck Academy School on
Conant, enter off Harold St. Sponsored by the Our Lady
Queen of Apostles Soup Kitchen.

FRIDAY, May 19, 6:30-9p.m. – The Hamtramck Commu-
nity Initiative hosts its annual “Spring Fling,” which honors
community groups and activists. Congresswoman Brenda
Lawrence is the guest speaker, PNA Hall (10211 Conant),
tickets, $25, and $10 for those under 10 or over 65. In-
cludes dinner.

FRIDAY, May 19, 5:30-7:30 p.m. – The City of Ham-
tramck hosts a family-friendly event at Zussman Park -- “Art
in the Park” -- featuring artwork from local artists, crafts
for kids, and much more, free.

SATURDAY, May 20, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. – Volunteer Day at
Hamtown Farms, 9100 Lumpkin. Help get the farm in
shape for the new growing season. Lunch will be provided.

MONDAY, May 29, 10 a.m. – The Hamtramck Allied Vet-
erans Council will host Memorial Day services at Our Lady
Queen of Apostles Church (3851 Prescott). Veterans cer-
emony following Mass, reception following ceremony at
PLAV Post 10.

THURSDAY, June 1, 1-2:30 p.m. – Hanley International
Academy (2400 Denton) will host a Kindergarten Round-
up for parents and students who are interested in attend-
ing Hanley. To be eligible to enroll, students must turn 5
years old on or before Sept. 1. The event is free.

Coming events

Public Budget Hearing
will be held for the following 

Public School Academy:

Hamtramck — 11420 Conant, Hamtramck
313-368-7312  •  May 24, 6pm

Copies of the Budget for the listed Public School
Academy will be available at the school office.      


