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Quote of 
the week …
Who said this, and what is it
about? You can find the
quote and the story it be-
longs to somewhere in the
pages of this issue.

“We have other
options, and we are
exorcising them.”

Quote of 
the week …

FRD PHARMACY
9811 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 871-1115
Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

www.sav-mor.com

DRUG STORES

“Your Pharmacy Experts”

Make 
sure your 
heart is
happy 
AND 

healthy.

Additional Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and Generic

Medications

$400
GENERICS
30-DAY SUPPLY*

$999
GENERICS
90-DAY SUPPLY*

Over 500 drugs available. 
See www.sav-mor.com for details.

Manage Your Meds Anywhere with
the FRD Pharmacy MOBILE APP

Chicken

& Waffles

$ 699
Gyro,

Fries & Pop

$ 799

Burger,

Fries & Beer

$ 699Try Our 
Famous

RibsOpen Mon-Sat 6am-11:30pm
Closed Sunday

WE CATER!
Gift Certificates Stop in for aSmoothie!

Time to do some
spring cleaning, Ham-
tramck.

This Saturday (May 6)
kicks off a month-long
clean-up program spon-
sored by the City of
Hamtramck and Com-
mon Word Alliance.

If you’d like to help
out, meet up at 9 a.m.
at city hall. Volunteers –
which means anyone in
the community and
even outside the city –
will gather and break up
in teams to begin clean-
ing.

Gloves, bags, shovels
and brooms will be pro-
vided, or you can help
out even further by
bringing your own.

Volunteer efforts
won’t go unrewarded. A
light lunch will be pro-
vided.

The clean-up contin-
ues on Sunday, May 7,
and then each Saturday
and Sunday for the re-
mainder of the month.

3236 Caniff St. • Hamtramck 48212

www.amarpizza.com
For Fast Pickup, Call In Your Order

We Deliver

313-366-0980
12195 Jos Campau • Hamtramck 

Corner of Jos Campau 
& Carpenter

NEW
LOCATION!

NEW
LOCATION!

Download
Our 
App!

OPEN 7 DAYS

Continued on page 5

By Charles Sercombe
Expect to hear a lot of

cheering coming out of
Keyworth Stadium this Sat-
urday evening.

The Detroit City Football
Club’s pre-season opener
kicks off Saturday, with
game time starting at 7:30
p.m. DCFC faces off with
the Daytona Dynamo.

So far, the soccer team
has won two games in the
pre-season and lost none. 

The team’s pre-season
started two weeks ago, but
this will be the first home
game at Keyworth.

The League opener fol-
lows on May 12, and the
season ends on Aug. 2 at
Keyworth.

This is the second year
the soccer club has called
Keyworth home. The club
started out playing at Cass
Technical High School, but
outgrew that field.

The marriage between
the team and Keyworth
has been sweet. The Ham-
tramck Public School Dis-

trict partnered with DCFC,
and the benefit has been
over $700,000 worth of re-
pairs at the historic 80-
year-old stadium.

For the team, the larger
stadium was an opportu-

nity to grow its fan base,
and did it ever. Since mov-
ing here attendance has
soared from 3,000 per
game to over 5,000.

“We’ve seen growth
every year,” said Lindsey

Pehrson, the Media Direc-
tor for the club.

A highlight this season
will be on May 27 with the
50th anniversary of the
Glentoran Football Club

New season of ‘football’ is
ready to kickoff this Saturday

Continued on page 2

By Charles Sercombe
Some 300 Hamtramck

charter school students
may have to look for a
new school this coming
year.

Central Michigan Uni-
versity has cut its ties
with the Academy of Inter-
national Studies, located
on Hanley in the former
Tau Beta Community Cen-
ter.

The charter school has
to find a new sponsor to
authorize it, which could
be another charter
school, the Hamtramck
Public School District or
another university.

CMU said it pulled out
of this school and two
other Detroit area charter
schools because of low
student grades.

According to state edu-
cation records, most of
the students in the
kindergarten through 8th
grade school score less
than 10 percent in profi-
ciency.

Beata Chochla, the
President and Founder of
the Hanley Harper Group,
which operates the
school, said that’s be-
cause most of the stu-
dents speak English as a
second language.

“It takes about seven
years,” she said to teach
a non-English speaking
student the language.

Chochla said that was
another reason CMU will
no longer authorize the
school.

She said news of the
separation from CMU
caught the school off
guard.

“We were told we would
be authorized for another
two years,” Chochla said.

Parents are going to be
informed of the develop-

Charter 
school
cut loose

By Charles Sercombe
The candidates are all

lined up for the August
Primary Election.

Only one candidate
dropped out last Friday –
John Ulaj, who was run-
ning for mayor.

Ulaj is the Publisher of
The Review and owner of
Villa Realty and Associ-
ates, where he is also a li-
censed broker. On his
Facebook page, Ulaj said
he dropped out in order to
concentrate on his busi-
nesses.

Mayor Karen Majewski
will now face challengers
Mohammed Hassan, Asm
(Kamal) Rahman and
Cathie Gordon.

Hassan opted out of
running for re-election for
city council, and Gordon is
a former councilmember
who ran against Majewski
four years ago.

In the city council race,
incumbents Andrea
Karpinski and Ian Perrotta
will be lined up with Gias
Talukder, Mohammed Al-

This year’s city election could
prove to be historic 

Continued on page 4

This Saturday the Detroit City Football Club will host its pre-season opener at
Keyworth Stadium. This is the second year the semi-pro team has made Keyworth
their home. Gates open at 5:30 p.m., and the game starts at 7:30 p.m.

Candidates for three seats on city council and the
mayor’s position are all lined up for the August Pri-
mary Election.



from Northern Ireland.
That team played for the
former Detroit Cougars
professional team.

The history of the
Cougars and the Glentoran
team is a little known foot-
note in professional
sports. At the time pro
soccer teams in the US
were hiring European
teams to compete.

On May 27, the DCFC
will be a stand in for the
Cougars. This game prom-
ises to be an exciting
showcase of European
soccer, or, ahem, football
as it’s known.

The DCFC is also seek-
ing to elevate its status
from a semi-pro league
team to professional, but
that requires a substantial
investment. You can read
more about that on page 5
in the Metro News column.

With talk from the Dan
Gilbert organization of
bringing in a professional
soccer team, there has
been growing interest in
the sport.

Parking for DCFC games
is at the Fowling ware-
house complex off of Co-
nant on Christopher St.,
but although parking is
free it is limited. There is
also paid parking in Veter-
ans Park.

Game tickets start at
$10, but there are also
special packages. For
those who would like to
splurge, there are $50 tick-

ets for on-field VIP seating,
which also includes food
and beverages (including
beer and liquor).

If you haven’t experi-
enced a game here,
there’s a lot to see. The
home team is supported
by boosters known as the
Northern Guard, who dress
up in team colors and
chant and beat on drums
to spur on the team.

Colored smoke bombs
are also set off during
game highlights. For many,
the spectacle in the
stands is as exciting and
entertaining as the games.

Before the games fans
parade from the Fowling
warehouse complex down
Conant to the stadium.
This is also a not-to-be-
missed event.

The games have also
boosted local bars and
restaurants, which have re-
ported increased business
during game days from
fans.

Pehrson said the rela-
tionship between the
school district and busi-
ness community has been
beneficial to all.

“Everyone is so welcom-
ing,” she said. “The com-
munity is so embracing.”

The partnership between
the DCFC and the Public
School District, which
owns Keyworth Stadium,
was orchestrated by Su-
perintendent Tom Niczay,
his administration and the
school board.

It was about a year or
two in the making to bring
about the move to Ham-
tramck.

The DCFC also opened
an office and retail shop in
Hamtramck where you can
purchase team shirts and
other clothing items. The
shop is located at 2750
Yemans, and it is open Fri-
day and Saturday, 11 a.m.
to 7 p.m. and Sunday,
noon to 5 p.m.

 You can find more infor-
mation about the team on-
line at www.detcityfc.com.

This week at the library...

For more information about events at the
library call (313) 733-6822, 

or visit its website at  
http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you can 

also access the online catalog.

ESL Class – Mon-
day, May 8, 9 a.m.
and 2:30 p.m. Eng-
lish as a Second
Language classes
are free to all Ham-
tramck residents.
Registration is re-
quired.

ESL Class –
Wednesday, May 10,
9 a.m. and 2:30
p.m. ESL classes

are free to all Ham-
tramck residents.
Registration is re-
quired.

ESL Class – Friday,
May 12, 9 a.m. and
2:30 p.m. ESL
classes are free to
all Hamtramck resi-
dents.  Registration
is required.

Michigan Activity
Pass -- The pass will
enable Library card
holders to obtain a
one-time free entry
into any Michigan
State park or recre-
ation area, and free
entry into over 100
participating cultural
institutions.  Ask at
the circulation desk
for more details.

Free Home Delivery
$4.00 • 30 DAY SUPPLY
$9.99 •  90 DAY SUPPLY

Send us your refills 24-hours a day
through our mobile app!

www.AzaalPharmacy.com

9834 Conant • Hamtramck
313-872-0021

Medical
Clinic 

On-Site

Get Out on the Hamtown!

M-F 10am-6pm
Sat 10am-4pm

Sun closed

CURBSIDE
PICKUP &
DROP OFF
Call for details

A HUD High 
Performer

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878
Hamtramck Housing Com-
mission (HHC) does not
discriminate on the basis of
race, color, religion, na-
tional origin, sex, handicap
or familial status

Hamtramck 
Senior Plaza

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

2 Hamtramck Review Phone (313) 874-2100                                                       Friday, May 5, 2017

Certified by the
State of Michigan

Administrator
Elias Ahmed Uddin

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
WALK-INS WELCOME

313-365-4547
3022 Caniff St.

— Hamtramck —

— Dr. Myron Lederman —
• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses • Hammer Toes 

• Bunions • Ingrown Nails • Foot and Ankle Injuries

Senior and Diabetic Foot Care
Over 30 Years Experience 

9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

(313) 872-4076

M-T-Th-F  9am-4pm • W - Sun closed 
Sat - 9am-2pm

Please call for appointment

In Area
House

Calls

Medicare
Covered Diabetic
Shoes

Polish Dinner 
Holy Cross Church 
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck 
Saturday 
May 6, 2017 
4 to 7 p.m. 

Adult $10.00             Child $5.00 
 Dessert Included 

Featuring Grammy-Nominated Accordionist 
Mike Zawojsky 

                                                        
 

Tender Breaded 
Pork Chop, 
Sauerkraut, 
Kielbasa, Pierogi  
Green Beans, 
Beverage 

New season of ‘football’
is ready to kickoff 
this Saturday 
Continued from front page

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

Leaders
in Short-Term

Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery 
and quality care through 
our comprehensive 
rehabilitation program.

• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge)

A professional pharmacy
serving your needs.
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Second Front Page
It’s Time to Pray, 

Please Join Us
We are a Multicultural Parish Family

Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.

Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-5191   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

We are an Active
Parish Serving the

Community 

Celebrating 94 Years of Traditional, Catholic,
and Democratic Church

May 6 - Polish Dinner
Fundraiser 4-7pm, Featuring

Grammy Nominated 
Accordionist Mike Zawojsky

May 13 - Soup Kitchen 2-4pm 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF HAMTRAMCK

The City of Hamtramck is holding a Public Hearing on Tuesday, May 9, 2017
at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers on the 2nd Floor of City Hall, 3401
Evaline, Hamtramck, MI  48212, to receive comments from the public on the
proposed amendments to:

Hamtramck City Code, Title XV, Chapter 150, Sections 150.076 and
150.176, to establish policies and procedures to regulate the maintenance
of property within the city and to provide a means for the city to promote,
protect and safeguard the public health, safety and welfare of its citizens.
The existing Title XV, Chapter 150, Section 150.076 of the Hamtramck Code
of Ordinances are hereby repealed and the new Section 150.076 is hereby
adopted to stand in its place:

And

An Ordinance to amend the Hamtramck City Code, Title V, Chapter 50, Sec-
tions 50.001 through 50.015 and Sections 50.030 through 50.035, to es-
tablish policies and procedures to regulate the collection of trash and solid
waste within the city and to provide a means for the city to promote, pro-
tect and safeguard the public health, safety and welfare of its citizens.
The existing Title V, Chapter 50, Sections 50.001 through 50.015 and Sec-
tions 50.030 through 50.035 of the Hamtramck Code of Ordinances are
hereby repealed and the following new Sections 50.001 through 50.015 and
Sections 50.030 through 50.035 are hereby adopted to stand in their place:

Full and complete text of the changes is available at the City Clerk’s Office.
The public is invited to attend and comment on the amendment during the
Public Hearing or to make written comments on or before May 9, 2017.  

August R. Gitschlag
Hamtramck City Clerk

Not Your Average Retailer
• Make-up Artist on Staff
• Prom Specials
• Lash Extensions
• Micro Blading
Hours: Mon, Tue, Fri 9:30am-9:00pm

Wed 9:30am-5:30pm
Thur 12-9pm • Sat 12-8pm • Sun by appt.

Clothing  Footwear  Shapewear

12035 Jos Campau
— Hamtramck —
248-291-7367

www.FoxxyBella.com

Get Yourself 
NOTICED!

Place an Ad in the Review
Call (313) 874-2100

Hamtramck Public
Schools (HPS) is having a
Welcoming Hamtramck
Families event on Friday,
May 12 from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. at Hamtramck High
School Community Cen-
ter.  

The Community Center
is located at 11350
Charest.  Please plan to
join us at this exciting
event to meet Hamtramck
Public School educators,
student leaders and com-
munity organizations. Free
services will also be of-
fered.  

Some features of this
event include individual
Hamtramck Public School
booths, community and
family organizations, HPS
art competition winners,
educational resources,
academic booths, HPS
student band, dental
care, blood pressure
checks, glucose checks,
BMI checks, health re-
sources and referrals.  

All participants who at-
tend will have the oppor-
tunity for a free lunch, free
gift bags, henna and face
painting.  If you have any
questions please contact
Mrs. Jaleelah Ahmed at
(313) 892-2025.

Holbrook Elementary
School News

Students from Holbrook
Elementary School,
Grades Kindergarten, 1st
grade and 2nd grade did
a clean-up of Veterans
Park for Earth Day. 

The students put on
gloves and worked hard to
make the park look clean
and neat.  The students
had great fun and some
even said they wanted to
do it again. Congratula-
tions Holbrook on a job
well done! 

Upcoming Events
• Thursday, May 11 --

Spring Music Concert 9-
10 a.m.

• Tuesday, May 30 --
Bake sale after school.

• Wednesday, May 31 --
Bake sale after school.

Early Childhood Elemen-
tary (ECE) School News

April was a busy month
at ECE. Staff at the Early
Childhood Elementary
School welcomed
new families at the Pre-
school and Kindergarten
Open House.  

Teachers and staff met
the students and families
to talk about what is ex-
pected and taught at each
grade level and registered
them for school.  Open-
ings in both grade levels
are still available. Call
(313) 891-3200 for more
information.

Students learned about
Earth Day in all the
classes, and read The
Lorax by Dr. Seuss and
planted seeds. Students
are learning how impor-
tant it is to take care of
the environment for future
generations.

Continued on page 6

Above: ECE students had fun recently reading and
learning about Earth Day. Below: Holbrook students
also observed Earth Day by cleaning up Veterans
Park.



By Charles Sercombe
A handful of candidates

have some financial
housekeeping to do if
they want to be on the Au-
gust Primary Election bal-
lot.

A few of the candidates
owe the city property
taxes, and according to
the city charter, anyone
who owes the city money
– or any other government
agency – cannot serve on
council or as mayor.

According to Section 6-
08 of the Hamtramck City
Charter:

“No person shall be
elected or appointed to
any office who is a de-
faulter to the City or to
any board, or office, or de-
partment thereof, or to

any school district,
county, or other municipal
corporation of the State,
now or heretofore exist-
ing. All votes for the elec-
tion or appointment of any
such defaulter shall be

void.”
In the mayor’s race,

challengers Cathie Gor-
don and Asm (Kamal)
Rahman are behind in
their property taxes, ac-
cording to the Wayne

County Treasurer’s Office.
Gordon is listed as co-
owner with her mother for
their house at 2758 Nor-
walk. The amount due is
$752.
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City of Hamtramck Notice
of Ordinance Amendment

Public Hearings were held at the Regular City
Council Meeting on April 25, 2017 at 7pm in the
Second Floor City Council Chambers for the pur-
pose of hearing public comments on changes to
the following Ordinance. The changes were
adopted by unanimous vote. Summary is as fol-
lows.  

Ordinance 2017-01 Repeal of Sections 112.001
– 112.017 and 112.999 (B) of Hamtramck
Transportation Ordinance (Taxicabs)

On December 21, 2016 Governor Rick Snyder
signed House Bill No. 4637 “Limousine, Taxicab
and Transportation Network Company Act”.
House Bill No. 4637 is now known as Public Act
345 of 2016 and becomes effective on March
21, 2017.  This law renders Hamtramck’s local
ordinances null and void.

August R. Gitschlag
Hamtramck City Clerk

Somirir, Akil Al-Halemi,
Nayeem Choudhury, Fadel
Almarsoumi, Monzurul
Karim, Saiida Miah and
Showkat Choudhury.

Saiida Miah is the 22-
year-old daughter of Coun-
cilmember Anam Miah.
Showkat Choudhury cur-
rently sits on the Ham-
tramck School Board.

The Primary Election is
Aug. 8.

Both the mayor and
council terms are for four
years. The Primary Elec-
tion will whittle down the

council race from 10 can-
didates to six. The No-
vember General Election
will determine the top
three candidates who will
serve on council.

In the mayor’s race, the
Primary Election will re-
duce the candidates to
two for the General Elec-
tion held in November.

If you are not a regis-
tered voter and want to
participate in the Primary
Election, you must regis-
ter no later than July 10.

This election year could

prove to be historic. There
is a chance that the entire
council and mayor’s posi-
tion will be filled by those
of the Muslim faith –
which would be a first for
an American city.

Two years ago national
and international media
swooped into town when
a Muslim majority was
elected to the council. 

For decades Ham-
tramck’s government was
dominated by Polish-
Americans. The city’s pop-
ulation has undergone a

sea change with the ar-
rival of immigrants from
Bangladesh, Yemen and
Bosnia.

The Poles left in droves
in the 1980s and 1990s
for the northern suburbs.

It is now believed that a
majority of the city’s pop-
ulation is of the Muslim
faith. There are now about
a dozen mosques in the
city and just outside the
Hamtramck-Detroit bor-
der.

This year’s city election could prove
to be historic Continued from front page

For some candidates, this election
will cost them extra money 

Parishioners of Our
Lady Queen of Apostles
Church had quite a cele-
bration on Sunday.

A couple hundred
parishioners were on
hand to celebrate the
100th anniversary of the
church.

A special Mass was
held at 1 p.m. with Arch-
bishop Allen Vigneron as
the main celebrant.

Afterward they enjoyed a
meal and presentations
at PNA Hall.

Our Lady Queen of Apostles
celebrates its centennial 

Wayne County Food 
Assistance Program (TEFAP)

for Hamtramck Residents
Bring proof of income, and picture ID

8625 Jos. Campau
11am-12pm

Every 2nd Monday 
of the Month

Continued on page 5

Holb
roo

k S
t.

Brom
bach

Florian St.

Just Across 
the Street from
St. Florian Church!

Lum
pkin St.

313-875-1700
2460 Florian St. • Hamtramck
www.DentistSamiBilani.com

Family and Cosmetic
Dentistry

• All porcelain crowns, 
bridges and veneers.

• Root Canal Treatment 
including wisdom teeth.

• Surgical extraction of
impacted wisdom teeth.

• Invisible Dura flex 
dentures and partials.

• Gum Treatment.
• Sleeping Apnea 

treatment.
• Teeth whitening.

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday

10am-6pm  
Friday 10am-2pm

Most Insurances Accepted

Above and below: Parishioners of Our Lady Queen of
Apostles celebrated the church’s 100th anniversary
on Sunday.        Photos by Adam Warren



Friday, May 5, 2017                                                    Hamtramck Review                                            Phone (313) 874-2100                                             5

In Our Opinion

Lately, we’ve been hear-
ing about an increase in
rats running around the
city.

Every once in a while a
rodent problem pops up.
Now with spring here and
warmer temps, it’s not
surprising to hear about
this influx.

The city has come a
long way since the 1990s
when we suffered a huge
infestation problem. One
of the key fixes was to
issue city garbage cans
with lids attached.

This ensured everyone
had a garbage can with
an attached top to use. In
many households, at that
time, some folks would

throw out their trash in
plastic bags into the alley.

That practice allowed
rats to tear into the bags
and spill out garbage. Our
alleys were filthy then.

Although we have made
advances in preventing
loose garbage, there are
still too many residents
who think nothing of
throwing out loose trash.

While the city has code
enforcers, there are sim-
ply too many households
to cover. That’s where
being a good neighbor
comes in. Some of our
residents come from
countries where loose
garbage is the norm.

Being a good neighbor

means being kind when
informing households
about the proper way to
get rid of garbage.

That sometimes takes
a load of patience.

In some instances,
there are folks who are
just plain nasty and uncar-
ing. That’s where code en-
forcement comes in. If
there is one thing most of
us understand it is the ex-
pense of a ticket.

This Saturday is the
kickoff of a citywide clean-
up campaign for the en-
tire month of May. Let’s
start it off with taking a
good a look around our
own home and alley.

A rodent problem requires
all of us to be vigilant

Review: Opinion Page

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600

$895

Metro news …

The Hamtramck Review
Published every Friday

3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212 
Phone: 313-874-2100   Fax: 313-874-2101

www.hamtramckreview.com
email news@thehamtramckreview.com

Publisher:  John Ulaj • (248) 866-1110 
julaj@thehamtramckreview.com

Editor: Charles Sercombe

Office Manager:  Jean Ingenthron

Sales Manager:  Dave Sweet
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This newspaper is not responsible for mistakes in advertising beyond the cost of the space involved.

ment this week. In the
meantime, Chochla said
the exit of CMU does not
necessarily mean the
school will close.

“We have other options,
and we are exercising
them,” Chochla said.

She declined to say
what is being considered.

There are almost 300
students enrolled in the
school. They could enroll
in other nearby charter
schools or the public
school district. Many of
the students are from
Yemen and Bangladesh.

Chochla said if the
building is closed, her
company, which is located
in Harper Woods, will offer
to bus students to an-
other school operated by

the management com-
pany.

There are two other
schools managed by the
Hanley Harper Group, one
in Oak Park and another
in Waterford.

In total there are about
a dozen charter schools
in the Hamtramck area,
including those located
near the Hamtramck-De-
troit border.

The creation of charter
schools initially drained
many students from Ham-
tramck Public Schools.
But in recent years the
district has waged an ag-
gressive campaign to at-
tract students.

A number of parents de-
cided to return to the
school district because

some of the charter
schools have performed
poorly. 

Tom Niczay, the Superin-
tendent of the public
school district, said there
is still room for charter
students to enroll. Al-
though charter schools
compete for students,
and thus state revenue
that goes with each stu-
dent, Niczay said he is
sympathetic.

“It’s sad to hear that a
school, any school, is
closing because of aca-
demic reasons. What it
means for HPS is a likely
bump in enrollment, how-
ever; it is unknown at this
time if that will actually
happen,” Niczay said.

Charter school cut loose
Continued from front page

For some candidates, this election
will cost them extra money 
Continued from page 4

It’s said that whatever
happens to Detroit, so goes
Hamtramck. Our friends
over at modeldmedia.com
have been reporting on fas-
cinating development proj-
ects for the past several
years.

With their permission,
here is an edited version of
this week’s story:

Sean Mann expected
around 300 people for De-
troit City FC's first ever
game in 2012 against AFC
Cleveland. Instead, over
1,000 people showed up
for the 1-1 tie with the
eventual playoff champi-
ons. 

Mann and his fellow co-
founders knew they had
something special. "It was

obvious right away that
there was interest in soc-
cer in the city," says
Mann. 

And since then, things
have only gotten better.
With the team about to
enter its sixth year, Detroit
City FC (alternatively, DCFC
or City or Le Rouge) has
improved in basically every
metric.

In attendance, for exam-
ple, the team has grown
every year—in 2016, the
team averaged over 5,000
fans per home game. It
renovated and relocated
to a bigger stadium. Its op-
erations have continued to
become more seasoned.
Its fans have gotten more
sophisticated in their

show of support. And it's
accomplished this all
while maintaining the
club's distinctive culture
and voice. 

DCFC has been one of
the great American suc-
cess stories in both ama-
teur sports and soccer.
Now they're exploring a
jump to professional sta-
tus. 

A couple years ago,
DCFC was hitting max ca-
pacity at Cass Tech High
School, its home field. So
the club organized a com-
munity fundraising cam-
paign thanks to legislation
passed in 2014 called the
MILE Act, which allows
Michigan small busi-

Continued on page 6

Rahman owes over
$2,600 for his house at
3096 Caniff.

Running for council,
Gias Talukder is behind
$664 for his house at
2388 Neibel.

A few other candidates
live in households, but
are not the homeowners,
where taxes are behind.
They will not be held re-
sponsible for the delin-
quency and will remain on
the ballot unless they owe
other city departments
money.

Mayoral candidate, and
current City Councilmem-

ber, Mohammed Hassan
may want to start looking
for a new place to live. He
currently resides at 2425
Neibel. It is owned by
Omar Nakash who owes
$3,759 and is facing fore-
closure.

Nakash is a city con-
tractor who is hired to
trim and remove trees.

The issue of elected of-
ficials being behind in
taxes and water bills has
come up before in recent
years, but no action has
ever been taken to re-
move anyone from office.

However, this week the

city issued a letter to
those candidates who
owe the city money to
take care of the matter. It
is up to the candidates to
find out which city depart-
ment they owe money to.
That could also include in-
comes taxes, and also
anything owed to any
other government agency
on the county, state and
federal level.

If candidates fail to pay
up by May 19, the city will
remove them from the Au-
gust ballot.

Busy, busy… This week-
end offers almost too
much to do.

Where do we start? Let’s
begin at 9 a.m. on Satur-
day where volunteers will
meet up at City Hall to
kickoff a citywide clean-up
effort that will continue
each weekend through the
month of May.

You can read more about
it on the front page in the
Quick Hits column.

Also on that day, the an-
nual Firefighters’ March
will step off at 3:30 p.m. in
front of the fire station.
Firefighters from the area
participate each year, and
they march down Brom-
bach to St. Florian Church
where a special Mass
takes place.

After the Mass, the an-
nual St. Florian Strawberry
Festival takes place and
continues on Sunday.

This is one of the larger
church festivals in the
area, and it also offers

some of the best home-
made Polish food, plus lots
of live entertainment.

The city’s Bengali com-
munity will also celebrate
on Saturday the Bengali
New Year, known as
Bangladeshi Boishahi
Mela, at the Hamtramck
High School Community
Center. The event starts at
5:30 p.m. and features
food and cultural activities.

It’s free, so stop by and
learn something about
your Bengali neighbors.

It isn’t over yet. An inter-
national organization
called Jane’s Walk, which
brings communities closer
by sponsoring tours of in-
teresting neighborhoods,
will host two walks.

The first is Saturday,
starting at noon with a dis-
cussion at the Knapp Li-
brary Branch on Conant.
From there a tour will go
through what’s commonly
called “Banglatown.”

Then on Sunday at 3

p.m. a historical tour
starts at the Hamtramck
Historical Museum.

All of this is free.

Trivia fun… Hamtrivia re-
turns on Saturday, May 13,
at the Moose Lodge 1670,
at 9421 Conant. 

The popular event is
sponsored by the Ham-
tramck Historical Museum.
Admission is a mere $10
and proceeds will go to-
ward installing a new light-
ing system on the first
floor of the museum. You
don’t have to know Ham-
tramck history to win. Only
one round will be devoted
to local trivia and it won’t
be too hard. 

Light refreshments will
be served, and there is a
cash bar. Doors open at
6:30 p.m. Come and enjoy
the fun while supporting
the Hamtramck Historical
Museum.

By Walter Wasacz
Emily Wood and I went

out walking past week,
the first time we have
hung out together since
February and the first
time we went out for a
walk intending to collabo-
rate on a story since late
last summer.

She's done a bunch of
art in the meantime, in-

cluding a mural at Trixie's
Bar on Carpenter and a
show of paintings juxta-
posed with found objects
at Detroit Contemporary
Gallery. She is also illus-
trating the next issue of
Stupor, Hamtramck writer
Steve Hughes' fiction proj-
ect based on stories he
collects in local bars.

In February, on a day

when the temperature
was in the upper 60s, we
walked the alleys be-
tween Gallagher and Jos.
Campau, Holbrook and
Evaline, looking for empty
bottles that could be in-
serted into a future paint-
ing. 

This time we headed for
the far northwest corner
of the city, starting at the
steps of Barberella Hair
Salon at Edwin and Gal-
lagher, walking north past
Hamtramck High School,
then cutting through
neighborhoods leading to
the Col. Hamtramck
Homes.

According to the Ham-

North by northwest 

Continued on page 8



31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110
HUD Certified

Looking to buy single & 
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

JohnUlaj@comcast.net
Certified 

Residential 
Specialist

Get It Sold in the
Real Estate Corner

Call Dave at 
(313) 874-2100 to

Place Your Ad!

John Ulaj

Support Your Local 
Businesses - Get Out 

on the Hamtown!

Commercial Broker/Owner
A HUD Certified Agent

Capo Bar
11625 Jos Campau

Without liquor license.
North Jos Campau

leanneconger@gmail.com

Hamtramck
3027 Trowbridge St. - $99,000  - PENDING!
11412 Klinger St. - $64,999 - SOLD!
1952 Yemans - $59,900 - PENDING!
2429 Faber - $72,500 - NEW!
Vacant Land
LOT 19 Masters Drive, Metamora, .71 acres -
$35,900 

Hosner Road, Dryden Twp. - $99,900 PENDING!
15 Mile Rd., Sterling Hgts., 17.75 acres - 
$199,900 -  PRICE REDUCED!

Elandell Lane, Attica Twp., 2.5 acres - $39,900
2210 Bristol Rd., Imlay Cty, 2.53 acres - $34,900 -
PRICE REDUCED!
Dryden
4347 Grove - $199,900
4712 Dryden Rd. - $399,900
4340 Bishop Rd. - $169,900 - PRICE REDUCED!

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

Warren
11757 Hovey St. - $119,900 
Metamora
4067 River Street - $147,500
Lynn Twp.
8862 Cade Rd. - $249,900 - PRICE REDUCED!
Rochester Hills
380 W. Tienken Rd.Home for Lease or 
sale/commercial potential - $1350.00 or $219,900. 
Zoned FB1 (small business) or residential
Addison Twp.
1400 Mack - $147,900 - PENDING!
Clyde Twp.
5696 Cribbins Rd., $58,000 - NEW!

Land Contracts 
Available on  Many

Properties!

DiamondRealty and Associates

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger
Hamtramck Native/Specialist

Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist 

2429 Faber
2-Family Lots of updates

$72,500
Text Me for Open House Details 

Visit www.DiamondRealty-Associates.com 
for more information

Continued from page 3
CRACHIOLA

Jack James
C r a c h i o l a ,
85, died April
30, 2017.

It is with
great sad-

ness that the family of
Jack James Crachiola an-
nounces his passing. Our
souls rejoice that he is
now in the arms of our
Lord and Savior, with his
health fully restored.

Jack was a veteran of
the Korean War, where he
served his country in the
82nd Airborne Division of
the U.S. Army. He will be
remembered for his love
of family, boisterous per-
sonality and sense of
humor.

He was preceded in
death by his sons, Timo-
thy, Paul; his loving wife
Betty of 58 years and is
now joyfully reunited with
her for eternity. He will be
lovingly remembered by
his children, Jim (Anna),
Lorraine (Steve) Ow-
czarek, Patrick, Jacque-

line, Judith (Jeff) Aker,
Michael (Linda), Angelo
(Donna). Jack will also be
fondly remembered by his
21 grandchildren; seven
great-grandchildren; sis-
ter, Florence (Dave) Van
Howe; brother, Tony (Flo-
rence); many nieces,
nephews and friends.

Visitation is Sunday,
May 7, from 1 to 8 p.m.,
at Jurkiewicz & Wilk Fu-
neral Home, 2396 Caniff,
Hamtramck, MI 48212.
Mr. Crachiola will lie in-
state Monday, May 8, at
10:30 a.m. until the time
of the Funeral Mass at
11, at Our Lady Queen of
Apostles Catholic Church,
11200 Conant, Ham-
tramck, MI 48212. Inter-
ment will be at Great
Lakes National Cemetery
in Holly, MI. 

Mr. Jerome Helminiak's
second graders got out
the rakes, hedge clippers
and brooms and worked
the front of ECE by trim-
ming bushes and cleaning
up the area. They were
very proud of making their
environment beautiful

The whole school partic-
ipated this month in do-
nating "Pennies for
Patients" for the The
Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society. Mrs. Jackie
Dziedziula, preschool
teacher, headed up the
month long campaign.
The school raised over
$1,439. Great job ECE
students, families and
staff. 

Hamtramck High School
Upcoming Events

• Wednesday, May 10 --
Principal Parent Forum at
9:15 a.m. All parents are
invited to attend.

• Thursday, May 11 --
Multi-Cultural Talent Show
at 6 p.m. 

• Thursday, May 18 --
High School Spring Con-

cert at 6 p.m.
• Wednesday, May 24 --

Senior Honors Program at
6:00 p.m.

All Schools
• Friday, May 12 -- End

of Progress Report period
4.

• Thursday, May 18 --
Progress Report 4 distrib-
uted.

• Friday, May 26 – Half
day for students and staff
all schools.

• Monday, May 29 -- No
school for students and
staff.  Memorial Day.

• Tuesday, May 30 --
School resumes.

• Thursday, June 1 --
Last day of school for
Hamtramck High
School  and Horizon High
School Seniors.

• Thursday, June 8 --
Last day for preschool.

• Friday, June 9 -- Ham-
tramck and Horizon High
Schools Graduation Cere-
mony at 6 p.m.

Athletic Events
• Friday, May 5 -- HHS

Girls’ Varsity Softball vs.
River Rouge at 5 p.m.
Home.

• Friday, May 5 -- HHS
Boys’ Varsity Baseball vs.
River Rouge at 5 p.m.
Home.

• Friday, May 5 -- HHS
Girls’ Varsity Soccer vs.
Henry Ford Academy at
4:30 p.m. Home.

• Monday, May 8 - HHS
Girls’ Varsity Softball vs.
Henry Ford Academy at 5
p.m. Away.

• Monday, May 8 -- HHS
Boys’ Varsity Baseball vs.
Henry Ford Academy at 5
p.m. Away.

• Monday, May 8 -- HHS
Girls’ Varsity Soccer vs.
Renaissance at 4:30 p.m.
Home.

• Tuesday, May 9 -- HHS
Boys’ JV Baseball vs.
Rochester Hills Lutheran
NW at 4:30/6:30 p.m.
Away.

• Tuesday, May 9 -- KMS
Boys’ Baseball vs.
Voyageur at 4:30 p.m.
Home.

• Wednesday, May 10 --
HHS Girls’ Varsity Softball

vs. Ecorse at 5 p.m. Away.
• Wednesday,  May 10 -

- HHS Boys’ Varsity Base-
ball vs. Ecorse at 5 p.m.
Away.

• Wednesday, May 10 --
HHS Girls’ Varsity Soccer
vs. Cass Tech at 4:30
p.m. Home.

• Thursday, May 11 --
KMS Boys’ Baseball vs.
Trillium Academy at 4:30
p.m. Away.

• Friday, May 12 -- HHS
Girls’ Varsity Softball vs.
Voyageur at 5 p.m. Away.

• Friday, May 12 -- HHS
Boys’ Varsity Baseball vs.
Voyageur at 5 p.m. Away.

• Friday, May 12 -- HHS
Boys’ JV Baseball vs. Pon-
tiac AE at 4:30
p.m.  Away.

• Friday, May 12 -- HHS
Girls’ Varsity Soccer vs.
Detroit Western at 4:30
p.m. Away.

Compiled by 
Janice Gandelman
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nesses to receive invest-
ments from many in-
vestors, much like a
crowdfunding campaign.
The team raised
$750,000 from over 500
people who will receive 35
percent interest on their
investment. 

That money went to-
wards renovations of the
80-year-old Keyworth Sta-
dium in Hamtramck,
DCFC's new home field.
The team replaced the
bleachers and upgraded
the locker rooms, rest-
rooms, and lighting. 

Advantages of profes-
sional status

The club has a model
that other cities want to
emulate. So much so that,
according to says co-
founder Alex Wright, DCFC
"became a victim of our
own success." In the Mid-
west Division of the Na-
tional Premier Soccer
League in which the team
competes, six of the other
seven teams were
founded after DCFC. "All
of a sudden, the competi-
tion got a lot more in-
tense," says Wright.

Promotion to profes-
sional status would mean
salaries for players,
greater personnel stability,
and more games per sea-
son. "We deserve to be a
pro club," says DCFC head
coach Ben Pirmann.
"We're basically operating
as one already in an ama-
teuer league."

But jumping up in divi-
sions isn't a simple mat-
ter. According to bylaws
set forth by the United
States Soccer Federation,
professional soccer's gov-
erning body, Division II
teams need a principal in-
vestor worth over $20 mil-

lion dollars who owns at
least 35 percent of the
team. Finding that angel
investor has been a chal-
lenge. Not only because of
the financial investment
required, but also because
there needs to be a cul-
tural fit. 

"As important as our
identity and story and val-
ues are to our success,
that would demand a very
specific kind of partner,"
says Wright. "They'd have
to appreciate Detroit, un-
derstand the landscape
and what we want to ac-
complish, and allow us to
stay as actively engaged
as possible. The Venn dia-
gram there gets tighter
and tighter."

Mann adds that invest-
ing in a Division II team
doesn't provide big annual
returns and is a little
riskier. 

Another complicating
factor is the prospect of a
Major League Soccer
team in Detroit. Tom
Gores, owner of the De-
troit Pistons, and Dan
Gilbert, owner of the
Cleveland Cavaliers, have
expressed interest in part-
nering to bring an MLS
team to Detroit. The two
have an estimated com-
bined net worth of over $9
billion.

Whether or not DCFC be-
comes a professional
club, it's going to continue
doing what it does—be
Detroit's soccer team,
own its values, and create
an unrivaled game day ex-
perience. 

"We're prepared to be
the coolest amateur team
in soccer for the next 20
years if we have to," says
Wright. 
By Aaron Mondry

Metro news…
Continued from page 5
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Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING  
(313) 365-8630

1
/2

9
/1

6

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

892-2122

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PLUMBING

6
/3

0
/1

3

HEATING & COOLING

Service Directory

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

POWDER COATING

Hamtramck, 2 br. upper
+ lower, $600/mo. + se-
curity deposit, move-in-
ready, 313-712-6021.
5/12

1,900 sq ft., 30231 E.
Jefferson Ave., facing
lake, red brick (former
dental) single level, 5 BR,
3 baths, great room w
counter, FP. $1,550/mo
313 354 2495.

For Sale, 30231 E. Jeffer-
son, Brick, 5 br, 1, 2 half
baths, great room, FP, re-
ception counter, foster
care, medical, senior as-
sisted, 1900 sq ft, 2 lots.
Johnksells@gmail.com,
$151,700. 586-771-
1211.

2954 Goodson, 4 br., liv-
ing, dining rm., kitchen,
full basement, 2 car
garage, turn-key house,
$125,000, 248-879-
2521, ask for Pete.

All positions chef, cook,
dishwasher, driver, Maine
Street Restaurant ask
for Mario 313-368-
0500.

Ivanhoe Café, cook posi-
tion, apply in person
(please call for hours),
5249 Joseph Campau,
313-925-5335. 5/26

Lose up to 30 lbs. in 30
days. Doctor recom-
mended – 100% safe,
money-back guarantee –
includes Reneu: cleanser
to flatten the stomach.
Distributors wanted,
www.billington.firstfit-
ness.com, 248-506-
6703, Michael Billington.
5/12

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

Deadline for classifieds
for next week is 
Thursday at Noon

Call (313) 874-2100
to Place Your Ad!

Call 
(313) 874-2100

PAINTING

HOUSE
FOR RENT

IN “VINCE”ABLE
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior • Power Washing 
10% Senior Discounts

Free Estimates
Vince 

586-838-7598
— Serving Macomb & Wayne County —

BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

ESTIMATES

Advertisers should check their ad
following first publication. The
newspaper shall not be liable for fail-
ure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publication
except to the extent of the cost of the
ad for the first day’s insertion. Ad-
justments for errors is limited to the
cost of that portion of the ad wherein
the error occurred. We reserve the
right to classify, revise or reject
any classified advertisement.

HOUSE
FOR SALE

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Hamtramck 

Since 1965.
• Licensed & Insured 

• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any 

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning or
Sewer Cleaning Job

Installation or Repair
Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in 
all phases of 

Air Conditioning,
Freon Charge,   

Plumbing, 
Heating, 
Sewer 

Cleaning & 
Excavation. 

Service • Installation • Repairs
Fast Same Day Service 

Radio Dispatched

CALL TODAY:
248-542-8022
586-298-2380

FULLY STOCKED TRUCKS TO SERVE ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

MASTER PLUMBER
LICENSED & INSURED

AVAILABLE 24/7
EXPERT SEWER & DRAIN 

CLEANING
CERTIFIED BACKFLOW TESTING

$20 
OFF

New clients only. Not to be 
combined with any other offers.

  www.waterworkplumbing.com

PLUMBING? SEWER? DRAIN 
PROBLEMS? WE CAN HELP!

6/30/17

Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log

covers April 25-31.
Tuesday, April 25

• At 11:30 p.m. a resi-
dent reported that while in
the 2300 block of Holmes
she was robbed by two
males. The suspects took
her keys and then stole her
car.

•At 5 a.m. a resident in
the 2300 block of Trow-
bridge reported she got
into an argument with her
boyfriend who fled the
scene in her car. The resi-
dent said her boyfriend
was possibly suicidal.

•Two residents were tick-
eted for possessing nar-
cotics during a traffic stop.

•Dearborn police re-
ported they recovered a car
stolen out of Hamtramck.
They also said a gun was
recovered inside the car.

•A Detroit resident was
robbed of her purse while
she was on Jos. Campau.
Wednesday, April 26

•A person who reported
their car license plate
stolen discovered her
daughter had taken the
plate and put it on her car.

•Officers assisted
agents from Michigan Anti-
Cruelty Society with a com-
plaint about four vicious pit
bulls in the 2200 block of
Bernard.

•A Sterling Heights resi-
dent reported someone
stole his vehicle while it
was parked in the 11800
block of Jos. Campau.

•A Norwalk resident was
arrested for retail fraud.
Thursday, April 27

•A Yemans resident
pointed out to an officer
two youths who had
opened his car door but
were scared away. He later
reported that he was as-
saulted by the youths’ par-
ents while sitting on his
porch.

•A resident was arrested
for assault and battery
while in the 2100 block of
Conant.

•A male shoved an eld-
erly man down on Edwin
near Jos. Campau and
stole his wallet. The sus-
pect was wearing a red
jacket and red baseball
cap.

•A Kalamazoo resident
Continued on page 8

HELP WANTED

FRIDAY, May 5, 5 - 9 p.m. – The Hamtramck
Moose Lodge, 9421 Conant, will host a Taco Night,
$7. All proceeds will go to the Friendship house.

SATURDAY, May 13, 9 - 3 p.m. – Hamtramck’s
Recycle Center is open at Caniff and McDougall.
Drop off your recyclables for free.

SATURDAY, May 13, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. – The Ham-
tramck Historical Museum presents “Meet the Au-
thor,” Leonard Kniffel, who has a new memoir
published, called “Busia: Seasons on the Farm with
My Polish Grandmother.” The museum is located at
9525 Jos. Campau.

SATURDAY, May 13, 6:30 p.m. – Hamtrivia Night
at Moose Lodge #1670, 9421 Conant. Includes
trivia and snacks, cash bar, admission $10.

FRIDAY, May 19, 6:30 - 9p.m. – The Hamtramck
Community Initiative hosts its annual “Spring Fling,”
which honors community groups and activists. Con-
gresswoman Brenda Lawrence is the guest speaker,
PNA Hall (10211 Conant), tickets, $25, and $10 for
those under 10 or over 65. Includes dinner.

FRIDAY, May 19, 5:30-7:30 p.m. – The City of
Hamtramck hosts a family-friendly event at Zuss-
man Park -- “Art in the Park” -- featuring artwork from
local artists, crafts for kids, and much more, free.

SATURDAY, May 20, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. – Volunteer
Day at Hamtown Farms, 9100 Lumpkin. Help get
the farm in shape for the new growing season.
Lunch will be provided.

Coming events

WEIGHT LOSS
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Continued from page 7

was arrested after a traffic
stop for refusing to identify
himself and driving without
a license.

•A business owner in the
9800 block of Jos. Cam-
pau reported a suspect
had cashed a bad check.

•A Hewitt resident re-
ported she was assaulted
by her estranged husband.
Friday, April 28

•A Selfridge resident re-
ported a break-in.

•At 12:30 a.m. a
Lehman resident reported
being robbed at gunpoint
by two males. The suspect
fled with the victim’s wallet
in a red compact car.

•A Yemans resident re-
ported a break-in by one or
more suspects who fled in
a Chevy Silverado.

•At 5 a.m. officers dis-
covered an attempted theft
of a catalytic convertor
from a car in the area of
Evaline and Dequindre. 

•A Lehman resident re-
ported someone at-
tempted to break into his
residence.
Saturday, April 29

•At about 3 a.m. a car
was impounded at Veter-
ans Memorial Park when
officers found two teens
and an unlicensed driver in-

side.
Sunday, April 30

•A Detroit resident was
arrested during a traffic
stop for possessing a
stolen gun that was fully
loaded.

•At almost 1 a.m. a De-
troit resident was arrested
for drunk driving after get-
ting into a crash in the area
of Dyar and Commor. The
driver was also wanted on
a Hamtramck warrant.

•An Oklahoma resident
reported the theft of their
catalytic converter while
the vehicle was parked in
the lot of the Hamtramck
Housing office.

•At 12:30 p.m. a resi-
dent reported she was
robbed of her clutch purse
while in the area of Bel-
mont and Gallagher.
Sunday, April 31

•No incident report was
available for this date.
Monday, May 1

•A  Detroit resident re-
ported a domestic assault
on Lehman.

•A Pulaski resident re-
ported a break-in.

•A resident reported her
mentally ill father walked
away from home. The man
was later found and re-
turned home.

— Dr. Kabra —
9811 Conant • Suite 2 

Comprehensive
Cleaning

$69
$190 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

Walk-Ins Welcomed. Open Saturday & Sunday too!
Exceeding Your Expectations

Consultation
Exam & X-Ray

$29
$75 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

We perform all areas of 
Dentistry with specialty in:
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Endodontics
• Dental Implants 
• Oral Surgery
• Restoration & Whitening    
• Crown & Bridges
Enhancing your smile, health & life.

T H E  AV E R A G E  A D U LT  I S

Missing at Least 2 Teeth.
Call today to schedule your 

FREE private implant consultation.

K Dr. KabraK
PEARL DENTAL

 

tramck Housing Commis-
sion’s website, the homes
were completed in 1943
and consist of 300 units
contained within 36 two
story buildings. The exte-
rior of the buildings have
some interesting fea-
tures, including sculptural
pieces depicting people
engaged in activities of
everyday life. 

The best examples
might be on the northern
wall of the administration
building. Here you’ll find
pictures of two people
reading a book, what
looks like a mother with
her baby and other im-
ages in relief. 

We walked to the edge
of Commor at the railroad
tracks. I remember when
the street would go
through at this point,
crossing into Highland
Park, where it became

Connecticut. I drove
through this crossing
years ago with my father,
who showed me where
Chrysler Corp headquar-
ters were, just beyond the
Hamtramck city limits. 

Emily and I hopped
across the tracks and
squeezed through a fence
on the other side, which
opened up into the indus-
trial park that replaced
Chrysler HQ after it was
closed and demolished in
the early 1990s. 

The City of Highland
Park took a big hit with
the closing, but so did ar-
chitectural history. Among
the buildings lost were
several designed by Al-
bert Kahn in the early part
of the 20th century, and
in the latter half by then
Bloomfield Hills-based ar-
chitect Minoru Yamasaki,
whose signature work

was the original World
Trade Center in New York.

Yamasaki's Styling
Dome was built in 1968-
71, soon after I-75 (also
known as the Walter P.
Chrysler Freeway) was
opened. Here's an inter-
esting factoid I found on
allpar.com -- a site dedi-
cated to all things
Chrysler. 

It turns out the au-
tomaker's management
learned as far back as the
late 1940s that the
planned route for I-75 was
to go through the middle
of the Highland Park com-
plex. According to an arti-
cle on the history of the
HQ, "behind closed doors
and in tight secrecy (man-
agement began):

• Looking for land for a
headquarters and engi-
neering center

• Finding estimates of
the cost to move and re-
build

• Lobbying to change
the route

Chrysler president K.T.
Keller quickly decided that
there was no way Chrysler
could afford to move. He
then started to use his
considerable political in-

fluence to get the route
changed."

So it was changed. In-
stead of hugging Oakland
Ave. for most the stretch
of northern Wayne County
to 8 Mile, where it met
and replaced the south-
ernmost piece of
Stephenson Highway, the
freeway took a juke east
into Hamtramck, roughly
at Poland (now part of the
extended lawn behind
American Axle corporate
headquarters).

Emily and I crisscrossed
I-75 on our walk, spending
most of our time on the
chopped off west side of
the freeway, a part of
Hamtramck many don't
realize is still inside the
city, and where an entire
neighborhood was va-
cated in the 1960s to
make way for what is
called "Michigan's main
street." 

This displacement of
residents in one of sev-
eral largely African-Ameri-
can sections of the city
resulted in lawsuits, court
cases and judgments that
took over 40 years to re-
solve.

Dyar and Grand Haven

streets are squeezed be-
tween the rail line and the
freeway. On Dyar at Wood-
land we stopped to talk to
some men working on a
corner house. Farther up
Dyar, we paused at a va-
cant lot, where she took
out a pen and paper and
began sketching.

We kept walking up Dyar
to Commor and into the
public housing projects
formally known as the
Col. Hamtramck Homes.
Circling the buildings on
its northern edge at Car-
penter, we walked down
the sidewalk between
Dyar and Grand Haven,
but did not go in as far as
Oklahoma or Selfridge,
the two streets closest to
the tracks.

It was a cold day, much
colder than it was on that

day in February when last
we walked. We headed
east on Carpenter, stop-
ping to take pictures at
the art installations that
surround Popps Packing
on both the Hamtramck
and Detroit sides of the
street, then stepped into
Trixie's to warm up a bit
before walking home. 

Walter Wasacz remem-
bers riding his bike to Can-
iff and Dequindre when
the ditch that became the
Chrysler Freeway was
being dug. He knows peo-
ple who were forced to
move from that neighbor-
hood in the name of
"urban renewal."

Check out Emily Wood's
work on her blog emily-
janewood.com
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