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Quick Hits

To our Muslim friends
and neighbors we wish
you a happy Ramadan.

This is the holiest
month for Muslims.

Many of them will be
fasting during the day
from sunrise to sunset.
During this time they do
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not eat or drink any lig-
uids.

The Ramadan season
allows Muslims to bring
themselves closer to
God and reflect on their
lives. It also reminds
them of the sufferings of
the poor and less fortu-
nate.

You will notice a lot of
foot traffic during the
evening as families
travel to local markets to
prepare their dinner. One
of the benefits everyone
can enjoy about this
time of the year is how
lively the city becomes.

So, again we wish a
happy Ramadan to our

Curriculum directors have big plans
to improve district performance

By Laura M. Lisiscki and
Sharon Strean

We are honored to be se-
lected as Hamtramck Pub-
lic Schools elementary
and secondary curriculum
directors.

Over these past six
months, we have learned
much about this remark-
able community and Ham-
tramck Public Schools.
Hamtramck’s rich history,
along with our school dis-

trict’s remarkable staff, in-
credible students, and car-
ing families have given us
great assets to work with.
These assets will enable
us to help our district
teams to create a world
class district that prepares
its students to be success-
ful in every domain of life.
To date, we have accom-
plished much, thanks to
support of our superin-

Continued on page 2 A

Laura M. Lisiscki and Sharon Strean.

Muslim community.

Administrator is key in guiding
district on future direction

The Hamtramck Board
of Education and Super-
intendent Niczay con-
tinue Board of Education
Study Sessions to re-
view, discuss and imple-
ment  “ever-changing”
Michigan Rules and Reg-
ulations affecting Board
of Education school dis-
trict governance.

Superintendent Niczay
has continued to involve
Dr. Leonard Rezmierski,

Dr. Leonard Rezmierski

JOS.CAMPAU

WE CATER!
Gift Certificates

Open Mon-Sat 6am-11:30pm
Closed Sunday

11650 Jos Campau « Hamtramck ¢ 3 13-38-0 00

Administrative Advisor to
Wayne County Superin-
tendents and Boards of
Education.

Dr. Rezmierski has over
50 years of experience in
Michigan Public Educa-
tion. He last served for
20 years as Superintend-
ent for the Northville
Michigan Public Schools.

The Board Study Ses-
sions are open to the
public. They began in Jan-

SAM’S MARKET [a=

2303 cummor at Fleming St. e Hamtramck == \ 4 u$39 o
SO :|= (313) 365-9693 Boones All Cereals

FOOD STAMPS & WIC Welcome
HOURS: Open Daily 8am-8pm, Sale Dates:

A

80/20
Hamburger

$2%9

Sunday 9am-5pm

uary 2015 and are on-
going. The major issues
being discussed by the
Board of Education focus
on goal setting, gover-
nance and team building.

The study sessions
also concentrate on the
future of the Hamtramck
Public Schools and the
major goal of raising stu-
dent learning and aca-
demic achievement.

Continued on page 2 A

We Buy
June 10-17

Gift Cards

A message
from the

Superintendent

By Tom Niczay

The Hamtramck Board
of Education passed a
resolution on May 11,
2016 that will hopefully
lead to an exciting part-
nership with the UAW
and General Motors Cen-
ter for Human Re-
sources.

The resolution, which is
also supported by the
Hamtramck Federation of
Teachers and authorized
by Superintendent
Thomas Niczay, was sent
to UAW Vice President &
Director Cindy Estrada
and General Motors Vice
President for North Amer-
ican Manufacturing &
Labor Relations Cathy
Clegg requesting funding
to reach student growth
targets for continuous
improvement to reach a
literacy rate of 85% profi-
ciency by 2022 for all
Hamtramck Public
School students.

Although this funding is
not a sure thing the Dis-
trict has spent several
years working on this
project which is titled
Destination Hamtramck
48212 and is hopeful of
funding.

Stay tuned for more de-
tails as this exciting proj-
ect unfolds. It is an
ambitious plan but one
extremely worthwhile to
pursue.

Continued on page 2 A
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Curriculum directors have big plans
to improve district performance

Continued from front page

tendent and our staff:
Countdown Plan to
Success on M-STEP and
SAT — This Plan was an all-
district initiative to raise
our state test scores. Vo-
cabulary and Reading for
Information were of focus.
Toolkits of information
were given to all schools.

- Positive Behavior Sys-
tem — This is a new District
team that focuses on pos-
itive relationships with stu-
dents, families and the
community. See, hear,
and feel the difference
next year as we roll out
new initiatives that help
create a positive culture
and climate in Hamtramck
Public Schools.

+ New Programs — We
are exploring new programs
and funding sources - more
information forthcoming on
these possibilities.

English Language
Learners — We are working
toward stronger system
support for ELL students
and parents. Cultural re-
sponsiveness will be a key
element of our work.

+ Curriculum Alignment
and Support: We have a
plan to provide teachers
with access to the highest
quality curriculums and
lessons through new on-
line systems.

+ And more . . .

This quote by William
Butler Yeats resonates for
us as we work with all of
you in this historic commu-
nity: “Education is not the
filling of a pail, but the
lighting of a fire.”

As a team of staff, par-
ents, and community, we
will work to light that fire in
all of our students in Ham-
tramck Public Schools.
That fire will generate new,
21st century opportunities
for all of our students.

Our background:

Laura Lisiscki has spent
most of her professional
career in Willow Run Com-
munity Schools. She is
the former superintendent
of both Willow Run Com-
munity Schools and Ypsi-
lanti Community Schools.

She was an elementary
teacher and school princi-

pal in Willow Run and was
one of the driving forces to
consolidate the Willow Run
and Ypsilanti Public School
Districts into Ypsilanti Com-
munity Schools. Laura has
a Bachelor’s degree, a Mas-
ter’s degree in Reading and
a Specialist degree in Edu-
cational Leadership.
Sharon Strean has de-
grees in English, Educa-
tional Leadership, and
doctoral work in Curriculum
and Instruction. She spent
most of her professional
career in Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools as a
teacher, principal, high
school curriculum and in-
struction director, and as-

sistant director for
community education.
She co-founded the

Community Literacy Coun-
cil and established numer-
ous business partnerships
in the district. For the past
seven years, Ms. Strean
has worked as a school
improvement  facilitator
and English coach in De-
troit and metro Detroit
Schools.
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A message from the Superintendent

Continued from front page

A coordinated effort by
our elementary and sec-
ondary curriculum direc-
tors, HPS administrators,
HPS teachers, HPS para
pro’'s and staff from
Wayne County Regional
Service Agency is trans-
forming the academic
achievement of students
upward using a rapid
turnaround model.

We are seeing improve-
ment on various assess-
ments which energizes
the staff by seeing the
fruits of their labor. We
eagerly await the results
on the state mandated
assessments as well the
national assessments
our students took.

In addition to improving
academics HPS will be
teaching social skills so
that graduates will have
the academic and social
skills necessary to be
successful and produc-
tive members of society.
All students and staff will
be trained in a Positive
Behavior model that is

Thanks to voters, recreation
program will remain strong

By Craig Daniels, Director
Hamtramck Recreation
Department

Hello Hamtramck!

Thank you for placing a
high value on recreation,
as demonstrated by the re-
newal of the 10-year mill-
age by a 78% to 22%
margin this past May. With
the exception of some pro-
gram fees, the millage

funds the Hamtramck
Recreation Department,
therefore keeping pro-

grams affordable.

This year Spring Soccer
proved to be the more pop-
ular sport, but the depart-
ment offers a wide variety

,Z;A

Craig Daniels

of options available to
youth including t-ball, base-
ball, flag football, karate,
and tennis. Sport Camps
gives kids a chance to
sharpen their individual

and team-building skills.
An eightweek Summer

A professional pharmacy
serving your needs.

e Qur prices are very competitive

(Corner of Trowbridge)

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacis
e \We accept most insurance policies

*We carry a large selection of natural
products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

10300 Jos. Campau

!

Program offers free super-
vised arts and crafts,
swimming, games, weekly
field trips and more.

For adults, the fithess
Center at the Community
Center is a great place to
work out or take a class in
anything from self-defense
to belly dancing. For some
friendly competition, adults
can join leagues in basket-
ball, softball and kickball.
An active Seniors Pro-
grams offers fitness,
leisure and learning — with
monthly  trips, health
screenings, computer
class and even karate.

Join us this summer as
we host the Movies in the
Park at Pulaski Park:

+ June 10: “Hotel Tran-
sylvania 2”

+ July 15: “Pan”

+ August 5: “Minions”

+ August 26: “Inside Out”

These are just a few of
the many community
events offered by the Ham-
tramck Recreation Depart-
ment. The supporters and
a strong commitment to
excellent parks and recre-
ation are why Hamtramck
is such a great place to
come out and play!

e Heat & Water
Included

¢ Individual Kitchens

¢ Income Based Rent

e 24 Hour Security

T Nigest Place in Town”

e Recreation Areas
e On Site Mail

e Exercise Room

e Air Conditioned
e Library

2620 Holbrook St  Hamtramek - (313 873-1618

A HUD High
Performer

Hamtramck Housing Com-
mission (HHC) does not
discriminate on the basis of
race, color, religion, na-
tional origin, sex, handicap
or familial status

Administrator
is key in guiding
district on

future direction
Cont. from front page

Sustaining communica-
tion with all parent
groups, effective staff re-
cruitment and retention,
and supporting the inno-
vative DH 48212 pro-
gram are also being
discussed.

The Board of Educa-
tion, Superintendent
Niczay and the Wayne
County Regional Educa-
tion Service Agency
(WCRESA) Administrative
Advisor, Rezmierski, con-
tinue their active engage-
ment in implementing
systemic changes to
positively affect the fu-
ture of the students,
families and staff of the
Hamtramck Public
Schools.

recommended by the
Michigan Department of
Education as a research
proven model with a long
history of success. The
program teaches staff
how to support positive
student behavior and
teaches students what
appropriate  behaviors
are in various settings to
various audiences.

In conclusion, the
Board of Education, the
administrators, teachers,
support staff and the
Recreation Department

sincerely thanks the vot-
ers of Hamtramck. The
approving of the non-
homestead millage re-
newal in August and the
Recreation renewal in
May helps to ensure the
children Hamtramck a
quality education as a
well as a quality recre-
ation program.

We will be good stew-
ards of the taxpayer’s
hard earned money. The
District is financially sta-
ble and plans to remain
so in the coming years.

Hot! Hot! Hot!
Spring Sale!
80% off over $1
(Except items marked FIRM

40% off “Firm” Items
& Items in Glass Cases!

SUMMER STORE HOURS!

Tuesday 2 to 6pm
Wednesday NOON to 6pm

Thursday NOON to 6pm
Friday NOON to 6pm
Saturday 10 TO 5PM

Closed Sunday and Monday
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This week at the library...

ESL Class — Monday,
June 13, 9 a.m. and
2:30 p.m. ESL classes
are free to all Ham-
tramck residents. Reg-
istration is required.

Citizenship Classes —
Tuesday, June 14 at 5
p.m. Hamtramck resi-
dents can get help in
preparing for their citi-
zenship exam. Classes
are free. Registration is
required.

ESL Class — Wednes-
day, June 15, 9 a.m. and
2:30 p.m. ESL classes
are free to all Ham-
tramck residents. Reg-
istration is required.

ESL Class — Friday,
June 17, 9 a.m. and
2:30 p.m. ESL classes
are free to all Ham-
tramck residents. Reg-
istration is required.

State of the Commu-
nity Address - with
State Senator Bert

Johnson, Monday, July
18,6 p.m.

Cooking Matters for
Adults - Free cooking
and nutrition classes
featuring healthy cook-
ing on a budget, smart
shopping ideas, culinary
secrets, free cookbook
and free groceries.
Classes meet 2 hours

each week and are 6
weeks long. (Commit-
ment to all classes is
mandatory.) If inter-
ested please call the
Hamtramck Public Li-

brary at (313) 365-
7050.
Michigan Activity

Pass - The pass will en-
able Library card hold-
ers to obtain a one-time
free entry into any
Michigan State park or
recreation area, and
free entry into over 100
participating cultural in-

stitutions. Ask at the
circulation desk for
more details.

For more information about events at the library
call (313) 365-7050, or visit our website at
http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you can also access

our online catalog.
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Early Childhood Elementary offers
wide-range of activities for children

By Colleen Stevens

The Early Childhood Ele-
mentary School provides
quality education for
preschoolers through sec-
ond graders.

The school is proud to
say that they have a high
quality Great Start Readi-
ness Preschool Program
in their building for 4-year-
olds. The program has a
four star rating from The
Michigan Department of
Education. The
preschoolers are included
in many of the elementary
school’s activities such as
live animal shows, con-
certs, the annual Reading
Rodeo, The Animal Work-
shop and Science Night.

The elementary school
has had a strong focus on
reading and writing this
year. They have had sev-
eral book give-a-ways,
which are always a hit
with the students. They in-
vited students and par-
ents to the Reading
Rodeo in which a discus-
sion was held on how to
motivate children to read.
The event ended with free
books, cowboy hats, ani-
mal crackers and licorice
lassos.

During reading month,
the students celebrated
Dr. Seuss’s birthday and
invited community mem-
bers in to read. The Ham-
tramck Police Department
continued to send officers
to read to the students
the entire year. Mrs.
Stevens, the principal,
made a commitment to
hear all of the elementary

Colleen Stevens

Principal

Jupiter Jaye working with our second graders.

students read individually
to her.

This is her third year
doing this. Each child
added a link to the read-
ing chain in the office.

She is proud to say that
she heard all willing par-
ticipants, which also in-
cluded six preschoolers!
The reading chain is on
display in the office.

Each student kept a
writing journal and was
given interesting writing
prompts. One of the fa-
vorite prompts was to
write about their visit to
The Detroit Institute of
Arts. After writing about
the DIA, each class came
back and created art in
the style of a particular
artist. In May the school
had an art show with re-
freshments, crafts and a
slide show of the year’s
events.

The school is into
hands-on science. They
have had Jupiter Jaye visit
them several times a
year. She is from High-
Touch/HighTech Science.
The students love it when
Jaye visits. They always
go home with a special
project they have created.

The elementary stu-
dents love working in the
computer lab. The school
has a program called
Lexia which helps build
reading skills. Each stu-
dent works at his or her
own level. They can earn
certificates for each level
they pass.

Finally, the school is big
on awards. Students and
staff are awarded weekly
with Star Awards. Star
Awards are for academic
and other achievements.
They also have award as-
semblies after each quar-
ter. Students can earn
awards for behavior, atten-
dance and achievement.

The Early Childhood Ele-
mentary is a great place
to be!

A year of many accomplishments
in the Special Services Department

By Shalika Robie

The end of the year is
always a great time to
reflect over the school
year and all of the won-
derful accomplishments

that have been
achieved.
The 2015-2016

school year has been
full of these accomplish-
ments within the Ham-
tramck Public Schools’
Special Services Depart-
ment. We have had staff
from the Special Serv-
ices Department be pre-
senters at major
educational conferences
both locally and state-
wide sharing their best
practices, knowledge
and expertise with other
educators across the
state!

There have been Spe-
cial Services staff mem-
bers that have taken the
liberty of  creating
Youtube.com channels
for enhancing math in-
struction that is being
utilized by students
across Wayne County
and we have also had in-
dividuals from the de-

Shalika Robie

partment step out more
into a leadership capac-
ity among their peers
within our HPS district.

Our department has
really helped to enhance
the program offerings at
all buildings and we are
continuously working on
the continuum of serv-
ices offered for Ham-
tramck Public Schools’
students with disabili-
ties.

The Special Services
Department is full of
wonderful  individuals
that work hard to main-
tain a level of compli-

ance, dedication and
service that is second to
none, for the students
and families of Ham-
tramck Public Schools
and it is our pledge to
continue to get better
with every passing year!

My highlights for this
year were having more
opportunities to get into
the community and
meet families and forge
relationships with com-
munity  organizations
such as Wayne Metro
Community Action
Agency and Head Start,
Neighborhood Service
Organization (NSO) and
Michigan Alliance for
Families.

These are organiza-
tions that will work with
Hamtramck Public
Schools to provide an
additional layer of sup-
port in various ways to
our district’s educational
programming. | look for-
ward to next school year,
building an even deeper
relationship with these
organizations as well as
creating new ones with
others.
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It’s Time to Pray,
Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.

j Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us
4

June 11 - Soup Kitchen 2-4 p.m.
June 19 - Happy Father’s Day

We are an Active
Parish Serving the
Community

July 9 - Soup Kitchen 2-4 p.m.

Celebrating 93 Years of Traditional, Catholic,
and Democratic Church

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck e Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
313-365-5191 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Our Lady

Queen of &
Apostles -5%

All-You-Can-Eat
Pancake Breakfast
Sunday, June 19, 2016

from &:30am - 11:30 am

Q of A Activities Center
(back of church, enter off Harold street)

Price $7/person, ages 4 and under free
Menu - pancakes (all you can eat), sausage, dessert,
fruit cup, coffee/juice

All proceeds go for a new sink for the Activities Center Kitchen.

For More Information Call 313-891-1520

LEADERS

A in Short-Term
‘ ’?

Rehabilitation
ST. JOSEPH’S

%ﬂfﬂlfmﬂw

Providing quick recovery
and quality care through
our comprehensive
rehabilitation program.

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck - 313-874-4500

() ouma

SATURDAY, June 11, 9-3 p.m. — Hamtramck’s Recycle Center is open at Caniff

and McDougall. Drop of your recyclables for free.
SATURDAY, June 11, 2-4 p.m. - Holy Cross Soup Kitchen, Pulaski at Fleming,

all are welcome.

WEDNESDAY, June 15, 7 p.m. - The Hamtramck Midtown Block Club will meet

at St. Florian's Convent, 2626 Florian; please use the side entrance. Michelle
McDonald, a presenter with the Consumer Protection section for the Michigan
Attorney General's Office will be the guest speaker. McDonald will address
phone, mail and e-mail scams in addition to fielding questions from members
about other consumer concerns. Light refreshments will be served. Please invite
your friends and neighbors to join us. Thank you as always for your support of
our block club. -Michelle Odrobina, President/Secretary

WEDNESDAY, June 22, noon - The Daughters of Isabella Mystical Rose Circle

Coming events

736 will host a picnic, card & bunco party luncheon, featuring door and table
prizes, share the wealth, $7, at Queen of Apostles Activity Center, entrance on
Harold, fenced-in parking.

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday
10am-6pm
Friday - Saturday
10am-2pm

CALLNOW!
313-875-1700

OR Walk in at 2460 Florian St.

YOUR|DentistiDo?

« Beautiful smile
reflecting healthy
teeth

« NYU Graduate
Dr. Sami Bilani
welcomes you in

many languages @ATMATAT (B &I EN RGO
L | -

Florian Dental welcomes
new patients with a big smile
and continuous offers!
Call to check our offers at:
(313) 875-1700

for the Weekly
Dental Nutrition Blog
» Walk-in
Emergencies
Welcome

« We accept most
insurances.

Just Across
the Street from
St. Florian Church!
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Meet the 2016 graduates of Horizon High

By Kristen Hurt

On Tuesday May 24,
Horizon High School hon-
ored the Class of
2016 at their annual pin-
ning event at Bank Suey.

The students assembled
and were individually
brought to the front of the
room to be recognized for
their many achievements.
Teachers and staff shared
a favorite memory of each
student.

The students loved one
pinned their lapel to sig-
nify they have fulfilled all
the requirements needed
to earn a diploma. There
were many tears of joy as
the “soon-to-be” gradu-
ates took the stage.
Thank you to Bank Suey
for their assistance in
making this event a
tremendous success!

On Wednesday May 25
we held our annual Night
of Shining Stars. This
was an opportunity for all
Horizon students to show-
case their hard work in
their classes during the
course of the school
year.

After the viewing of vari-
ous projects, Theater stu-

Nethan Adaif ASESERNIRE Raad Alhaim! teiris All

Ghazeasl Alzyadi

@

Ikram Asayldi

Koll Begum sawmikpley

Msug:ﬁ:blh

Abdullah Maosieh

Anthany Kennedy Abadul Ragal

Mashmi Saleh

Zald Rashad Taprice RooseveltHutchine

Monesr Moharmed EzAReR RN

ple
& Mkl

— Dr. Myron Lederman —

« Heel Pain « Corns, Calluses - Hammer Toes
« Bunions « Ingrown Nails « Foot and Ankle Injuries

Senior and Diabetic Foot Care
Over 30 Years Experience
M-T-Th-F 9am-4pm « W - Sun closed

Sat-9am-2pm
Please call for appointment

9731 Jos. Campau - Hamtramck

(3&3) 872-4076

Kristen Hurt
Principal

dents performed a short
play entitled “Selfie.” The
play revolved around a
core group of characters
during the course of a
school year and how
things such as social
media and the decisions
you make in life impact
you in many ways.

It was a great opportu-
nity for the students to
showcase their acting
skills! Special thanks to

the Hamtramck Drug Free
Community Coalition for
their contribution to a
communal gathering. Itis
an experience all of our
students and their fami-
lies enjoyed!

\ SAVE

Sami Thabit

Horizon High School and Adult
Ed Class of 2016 (Not Pictured)

Suhed Ahmed
Fahima Begum
MD Omar Al Khalid
Jaanna Lee

llIriana Marashi
Sherzod Muhammadiev
Breanna Stribling
Rashia Wilson

HAMTRAMCK RECREATION BEPARTMENT

THE DATE

\BLAST
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Student safety is number one at
Building and Grounds Dept.

By Wayne Satterfield

The Buildings, Grounds
& Transportation Depart-
ment has been quite
busy this year. Thanks to
the community support
in passing a Sinking
Fund Millage in 2014 we
have been able to make
improvements in critical
areas.

Transportation:

The district continues
to use Trinity Transporta-
tion as its provider for
student transportation.
We currently transport
for free a total of 375
students and drive 170
miles daily in-district
alone. That's 67,500
students and 30,600
miles driven annually
with a great safety
record.

The district also trans-
ports 100 special needs
children to 29 out-of-dis-
trict school buildings for

individual  specialized
programs.
For direct dispatch

questions Trinity Trans-
portation can be con-
tacted at (313)
228-4522 or you can
call our offices any time
at (313) 366-1187.
Custodial:

Enviro-Clean Services
continues to be the dis-
tricts vendor that sup-
plies janitorial services.
The district and Enviro-
Clean likes to employ
local residents whenever
possible to fill out the
ranks of this much
needed and appreciated

Wayne Satterfield
Director

cants are asked to apply
at WWW.enviro-
clean.com.
Maintenance:

The maintenance staff
has completed nearly
2,000 work orders since
we have started an on-
line work order system
two years ago. We are
excited for the future as
the district has made
many  sacrifices to
emerge out of financial
difficulties and will not
only repair our aging
building but will also be
pro-active in our ongoing
maintenance program.
Sinking Fund:

Since the passing of
the sinking fund in 2014
we have replaced the
roofs at Kosciuszko Mid-
dle School & Early Child-
hood Elementary and
replaced exterior doors
at Hamtramck High, Hol-
brook Elementary &
Early Childhood Elemen-
tary as well as added a
card access program to
all school buildings with

Three inifial classes will be conducted in the Port
Austin, Ml., Library, and, at other venues.

Having paricipated in his boyhood pastar's
class in acceptance, Father Lawrence Ventline,
D.Min., a board cerlified professional counselor
will lead the sessions, High school age and

older are encouraged to regist w in order fo

20, 2016 at 5:30pm.

St, Detroit, Ml 48211.

Notice of Budget Hearing
Oakland International
Academy 2016-2017
School Budget

Please be advised there is a Budget Hearing
scheduled for Oakland International Academy for
the 2016-2017 school year, to be held at 8228
Conant Street, Detroit, Michigan 48211 on June

All public are welcome to attend.

Those needing special accommodations to at-
tend the meeting may contact EMAN, Inc. for as-
sistance at 248-372-7673. Arrangements must
be made 48 hours in advance of the meeting.

A copy of the budget is located at 8228 Conant

the assistance of a
$127,600 grant from
the Michigan State Po-
lice.

Sinking Fund projects
this summer will be roof
replacement at Dickin-
son East Elementary,
much needed restroom

renovations at
Kosciuszko Middle
School & water

main/pool filtration sys-
tem replacement at
Hamtramck High School.
Other Projects:

We have enjoyed hav-
ing a healthy fund bal-
ance in our cafeteria
program whose fund bal-
ance can only be spent
on student feeding pro-
grams. Upgrades to the
high school serving area
and kitchen took place
last summer as well as a
$330,000 purchase of
newer district-wide
kitchen equipment to re-
place old non-efficient or
non-working units.

This summer Kosciuszko
/Dickinson West will see
major upgrades to the
kitchen and cafeterias that
include an addition onto
the building to accommo-
date the needed upgrades.

Lastly, but perhaps
most importantly, the
district will be installing
a district-wide camera
surveillance system this
summer to compliment
security upgrades al-
ready in place from other
projects.

We take the safety of
our students, community
and staff very seriously
and this will go a long
way to ensuring that
goal.

Phone (313) 874-2100

Literacy program fuses
technology with ‘good
old-fashioned teaching’

By Nuo lvezaj

Two of our 8th grade
English Language Arts
classes at KMS adopted
a Literacy Program two
years ago from Pearson
called iLit.

This revolutionary pro-
gram is designed to per-
sonalize reading
instruction and promote
literacy growth. The re-
search-driven instruc-
tional model is built and
delivered entirely on the
iPad, enabling back and
forth functionality be-
tween teacher and stu-

dent, making it
accessible, adaptive, and
engaging for today’s

teachers and students.

iLit uses a gradual re-
lease approach. First,
the teacher models an in-
structional skill, such as
using textual evidence to
make inferences. Then,
the teacher guides the
class as they work to-
gether to practice the
skill. Students then apply
the skill at their own level
on adaptive activities.
The iLit instructional
model is broken into
stages that are delivered
over a 90 minute double
block class period.

Every day the class
starts off reading an in-
structional level book of
their choice on the iPad
during Time to Read.
After reading for 10 min-
utes, the students are
then required to respond
to a journal prompt about
their reading in their digi-
tal notebook. Next, stu-
dents are introduced to
two new vocabulary

Nuo lIvezaj
Principal

words that will be used in
their class reading for
the day.

Students are sent a
survey via the iPad and
are asked to respond to
their prior knowledge
about that word. Then, a
brief explanation of the
word is given by the
teacher using pictures
and an example sen-
tence. After, the teacher
reads aloud a class book
as the students follow
along on their iPads. The
teacher models a spe-
cific skill for the day and
guides students to their
own understanding dur-
ing the reading.

Classroom conversa-
tion is next where stu-
dents can talk in pairs
about two questions that
help students connect
their own lives to the
reading of the day. After
the conversations, stu-
dents are engaged in a
whole group lesson
where the teacher pro-
vides direct instruction
on reading skills, vocabu-
lary terms, and elements

5A

of writing.

Finally, students get
the chance to apply the
skills being taught inde-
pendently during work
time. Each day, students
are sent an assignment
on their iPad and they are
required to complete the
assignment during class.
The teacher then grades
the assignment on the
teacher iPad and sends
the assignment back to
the student with feed-
back so they know how
they did.

Every year we use the
program, Pearson en-
ables more and more
features. This year, they
added an aspect that al-
lows the teacher to send
quick surveys to check
the students’ under-
standing at any time dur-
ing the lesson.

We can also “buzz” the
students with an instant
message to encourage
them or give support
without other students’
noticing.  Finally, they
have incorporated read-
ing checks in each unit
that allow the teacher to
receive real time data to
make instructional deci-
sions.

iLit incorporates new
age technology with good
old-fashioned teaching.
The students are en-
gaged and are able to be
successful due to the in-
dividualization of the les-
sons. They are
interested in the material
being learned and ex-
cited to come to class
each day.

HHS keeps students busy
and on track to college

By Terrence George

Is it June already?

It is hard to believe the
2015-16 school year is
almost over. It has been
a busy and exciting yeatr.
At  Hamtramck High
School, there is always
something happening.

High school is about
much more than aca-
demic studies. Thanks
to the willingness of our
staff to give their time,
students have plenty of
opportunities to get in-
volved.

Hamtramck High
School has a full array of
athletic teams: football,

volleyball, soccer,
wrestling, basketball,
baseball, softball, and
cheer. Many of our

teams did extremely well
this past school year, win-
ning the majority of their
games. However, when
they did take a tough
loss, the Cosmos always
showed class and good
sportsmanship.

Outside of athletics,
students were able to
participate in an incredi-

Terrence George
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ties. Students could get
involved with National
Honor Society, the Stu-
dent Action Team, FIRST
Robotics, Junior Achieve-
ment, and mock trials.
Many more partici-
pated in Student Council
or served as class offi-
cers. Our musically-in-
clined students devoted
their time to Chorus,
Symphonic Band, and our
new Jazz Ensemble. As
if that was not enough,
we had students who
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