
at PUBLIC POOL (next to Bozek’s Market)
3309 Caniff • Hamtramck • 313-587-9572

3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212 • (313) 874-2100
Volume 7   No. 25

June 19, 2015

50¢

www.hamtramckreview.com • e-mail news@thehamtramckreview.com

Like 
Us On:

3236 Caniff St. • Hamtramck 48212

Quick Hits

— HAMTRAMCK'S NEWSPAPER OF RECORD —

FRD PHARMACY
9811 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 871-1115
Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

www.sav-mor.com

DRUG STORES

“Your Pharmacy Experts”

Make 
sure your 
heart is
happy 
AND 

healthy.

• Varieties of Teas and
Herbal Teas

• Specializing in 
Bangledeshi Chai

• Different Flavors of
Sweets

3004 Caniff • Hamtramck 
313-502-5254

Hours: 10am to 10pm • 7 Days!

Everythingis FREE of
Charge!

Support
Chai House

Coming Soon 
7 Layer Tea!

Additional 
Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and
Generic

Medications

$400GENERICS30-DAY SUPPLY*

$999GENERICS90-DAY SUPPLY*
Over 500 drugs available. 
See www.sav-mor.com for details.

Chicken

& Waffles

$ 699
Gyro,

Fries & Pop

$ 699

Burger,

Fries & Beer

$ 699
Wednesday

Coney 
Special

99¢

Try 
Our Famous

Ribs

Patio 
Now Open!

Open Mon-Sat 6am-11:30pm
Closed Sunday

WE CATER!
Gift Certificates

It’s fireworks season.
On Monday, June 22,

the Detroit Fireworks will
take place, as usual, on
the Detroit River. 
This year’s fireworks

display is hosted by Ford
Motor Company.
One way to enjoy the

fireworks without having
to go downtown is to
gather on the Caniff
overpass, where you can
get a pretty decent view
of the show.
Also this weekend, on

Friday night (June 19) at
9 p.m. there will be a
free shadow puppet
show and live music at
2221 Carpenter. It’s part
of an ongoing arts pro-
gram this summer spon-
sored by the Carpenter
Exchange.
Tonight’s performance

is called “O Mother-
land.”
And then on Saturday,

June 20, there will be a
free pinewood derby
workshop and barbecue
at Popps Packing, lo-
cated at 12138 St.
Aubin. That goes from 1
to 5 p.m.
You can view the full

summer schedule at
w w w . c a r p e n t e r e x -
change.org.

Continued on page 3

By Charles Sercombe
Just in case you missed

this last week in our spe-
cial public schools issue,
the city’s pothole repair
program is back on track.
But before we get to

that, prepare to be incon-
venienced this week.
The Detroit Water De-

partment needs to shut
down Jos. Campau today,
Friday, June 19, at 7 p.m.
for a full week. Repairs
need to be made to a
water main at Jos. Cam-
pau and Trowbridge.
Traffic will be blocked off

at Caniff to Holbrook.
Last week we reported

the work was going to
begin on June 12, but that
was pushed back to this
week.
The road is owned and

maintained by Wayne
County and the city has
no say in the matter.
Mark Ragsdale, the Di-

rector of Public Services
in Hamtramck, said the
road repair is what will
take longer. That’s be-
cause Jos. Campau has
to be able to support the

City is back on the road 
to fixing potholes again 

See Ad onPage 4 forDetails!

It’s fix up
time for
homes
By Charles Sercombe
For decades Hamtramck

has run hot and cold when
it comes to enforcing
housing codes.
You can now say the city

is in its hot mode.
Barbara Cotter is one of

possibly dozens of home-
owners who have received
a letter from the city’s De-
partment of Community &
Economic Development
detailing repairs that need
to be made, and com-
pleted within two weeks.
The letter also says that

failure to comply with the
city’s demand can result in
a misdemeanor ticket and
the possibility of 90 days
in jail.
That threat is what par-

ticularly upset Cotter.
“The rebellious side of

me said ‘OK, take me to
jail because I didn’t fix my
porch,’” Cotter said.
More problematic was

the two-week deadline and
coming up with the money
to fix the needed repairs.
“The house needs lots

of repairs we can’t afford,”
Cotter said.
But Kathy Angerer, the

Director of Community De-
velopment, said there was
no need for alarm. She
said the city is willing to
work with homeowners
and grant extensions.
She said the point of the

letters is for homeowners
to start taking action to-

Continued on page 2

Pothole repairs will begin once again by early next week.
The city was dealt a setback a few weeks ago when a
state board overseeing financial decisions demanded a
new contract, which caused a delay in repairs.



weight of heavy trucks,
and that means special
care has to be taken.
In the meantime, all

side streets leading into
Jos. Campau will remain
open.
Truck traffic will be redi-

rected to Conant and the
I-75 Service Dr.
Jos. Campau will be re-

opened on Friday, June 26
at about 6 p.m., or maybe
as late as 7 p.m.
Now, back to pothole re-

pairs.
A few weeks ago the city

was forced to halt the re-
pairs by the state-ap-
pointed Transition
Advisory Board. The board
was created after the city
emerged from its financial
emergency last December
and it has ultimate author-
ity in overseeing the city’s
financial decisions – in-
cluding contracts.
In what was considered

a routine matter, City Man-
ager Katrina Powell
sought approval of the
city’s contract with a com-
pany that was performing
pothole repairs.
But Boardmember Cathy

Square, who had been the
city’s emergency manager
for 18 months, raised an
objection, saying the city
failed to follow its ordi-
nance on contract proce-
dure.

Based on Square’s ob-
jection, the four-member
board agreed that the
city’s contract was no
good, forcing the city to
halt pothole repairs while
it sought new bids.
As it turned out,

Square’s contention may
have been wrong, but that
came to light too late to
reverse things.
It took a couple of

weeks to fast-track a re-
quest for bids.
The city ended up hiring

the same company, High-
way Construction, for the
same price it had been
paying.
Repairs will have to wait

until next week when the
Transition Advisory Board
gives its expected ap-
proval of the contract.
And while we’re repeat-

ing some of last week’s
news, here’s another re-
minder about planting
trees in that space be-
tween the sidewalk and
curb.
Don’t do it, says City

Manager Powell.
Powell said that some

people have planted inap-
propriate-sized trees in
that space, which is tech-
nically the city’s “right of
way.”
Powell said folks are

planting maples and other
trees that are going to be-
come too big for that
space. 
Powell said the city will

be asking households to
remove those trees, so be
prepared.
Before you plant any-

thing in that space you’ll
need to get permission
from the city. For more in-
formation on this call Mark
Ragsdale, the Director of
Public Services, at (313)
876-7700, extension 1.
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Hamtramck Housing Commission (HHC) does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion,
national origin, sex, handicap or familial status

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual
Kitchens

• Income Based
Rent

• On Site Mail

• 24 Hour 
Security
• Recreation
Areas

• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

All parties interested 
in doing business with Hamtramck Housing Commission are
advised to register their business as a Section 3 
qualified business at www.hud.gov:

• Search Section 3 Business Registry
• Select Register a Business
• Complete form and submit
• Print and maintain record of registry

If you have any questions or concerns you may contact
the Hamtramck Housing Commission at 313-868-7445.

This week at the library...
Tutoring for High

School Students - Tues-
days and Thursday from 4
to 7 p.m. The APIA is of-
fering tutoring for high
school students and
below.  For more informa-
tion and registration in-
quire at the circulation
desk.

ESL Class - Monday,
June 22 at 11 a.m. Sum-
mer ESL classes will be
held every Monday during
June, July and August.
Ms. Edge is the instruc-
tor.

Children's Movie
Night - Tuesday, June 23
at 4 p.m. All children are
invited to see a movie
shown on high-definition
screen and enjoy a serv-
ing of popcorn.  This
week’s feature is “Sky
High.”

Registrations for the
Summer ESL Classes -
Tuesday, June 16. The
Summer ESL classes will
be held on Mondays from
11 a.m. to noon.

Make & Take Work-
shop - Wednesday, June

24 at 4 p.m. All children
are invited to an arts and
crafts workshop.  This
week’s theme is “Youth
Art.”

Family Story Time for
Children - Thursday, June
25, at 6 p.m. Join your
friends at the library for a
reading of a story book
for children “My Super-
powers.”  This is part of
the Michigan Reads Pro-
gram.

Friends of the Library
Meeting - Thursday, June
25 at 6 p.m. FHPL Presi-
dent Kathy Kristy and
Treasurer George Gorday
invite all members and
volunteers to participate
in the regular monthly
meeting.

 Registrations for the
Children’s Summer Read-
ing Program - Monday,
June 29. Children who
want to participate in the
2015 Summer Reading
Program can register for
the program starting June
22.  The SRP will be held
every Wednesday at 1
p.m. from July 8 to Sep-

tember 2.  This year’s
theme is “Every Hero has
a Story.”  Free to Ham-
tramck residents.

Registration for the
Teen Summer Reading -
Monday, June 29. The
SRP program for Teens
will be held on Thursdays
at 4 p.m.  It will start on
August 6 and continue to
September 3.  Students
who are 12-17 years old
are eligible to participate
in the program.

Common Word Alliance
of Hamtramck -  Monday,
June 29 at 7 p.m. The
Hamtramck Common
Word Alliance will hold its
monthly meeting at the Li-
brary.  For more informa-
tion call Arif Huskic at
(313) 999-5483   Re-
freshments will be
served.  Everyone is in-
vited.

 Meeting of the Library
Board - Thursday, July 9 at
6 p.m. Regular meeting of
the Library Board will be
held in the auditorium.
Open to the public.

For more information about events at the library call (313) 365-7050, or visit our website at
http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you can also access our online catalog. 

Continued from front page

Continued on page 12

Characters 
Always 

Welcome!

FREE WI-FI

Wednesday 

FREE POOL

12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689

Monday
Domestic 

DOLLAR BEER
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NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING
PROPOSED

2015-2016 BUDGET
The Board of Education of the  School Dis-

trict of the City of Hamtramck will hold a Public
Hearing on Tuesday, June 23, 2015 at 6:30
p.m. in the Administration Building, 3201 Roo-
sevelt Street, to review and consider the
school district’s 2015-2016 proposed budget.

The property tax millage rate proposed to
be levied to support the proposed budget will
be a subject of this hearing.

Copies of the 2015-2016 Proposed Budget
will be available for examination in the Super-
intendent of Schools Office, 3201 Roosevelt,
from 8:00 a.m. June 22, 2015, until the time
of the Public Hearing.

Hedy Shulgon, Secretary
Hamtramck Board of Education

City is back on 
the road to fixing
potholes again 
Continued from front page

Metro news …
It’s said that whatever

happens to Detroit, so
goes Hamtramck. Our
friends over at modeldme-
dia.com have been report-
ing on fascinating
development projects for
the past several years.
With their permission,

here is an edited version
of this week’s story:
On the long block of

Caniff between Jos. Cam-
pau and Gallagher streets
in Hamtramck, there is a
smorgasbord of food of-
ferings. 
Michigan's only full

service Bosnian cuisine
restaurant, Palma (3028
Caniff) is about five store-
fronts away walking east
on Caniff, though some
Bosnian food can be had
at the B&H (as in Bosnia
& Herzegovina) Bar and
Grill on Caniff closer to
Conant.
Anchoring the corner of

Gallagher and Caniff is
Royal Kabob (3236 Can-
iff), a Yemeni-American
restaurant serving Middle
Eastern food. On the op-
posite corner is Al Hara-
main, the city's premier

green market (in a town
filled with outstanding
markets), with Public Pool
art space (3309 Caniff)
and Bozek's Polish Mar-
ket (3317 Caniff) directly
across on the north side
of Caniff.
Walking back toward

Jos. Campau on the same
side of the street is Delite
Cafe & Deli (3135 Can-
iff), which serves sand-
wiches made with Boar's
Head products and coffee
from Great Lakes Roast-
ing Company. That's qual-
ity stuff. There is a sizable
area in the back with ta-
bles and comfy chairs,
perfect for reading, study-
ing, conversation, and
meetings.
The newest kid on the

block is Ali Baba (3124
Caniff), which made a bit
of a media splash last
month by promising to
give away 1,000 shawar-
mas to its first 1,000 cus-
tomers. We missed the
promotion, but went in
last week with a camera
to meet the guys in the
kitchen chopping parsley,
Continued on page 7
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Second Front Page
It’s Time to Pray, Please Join Us
We are a Multicultural Parish Family

Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-5191   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

— We are an Active Parish Serving the Community —
Celebrating 92 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church

• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge)

A professional pharmacy
serving your needs.

Ho
lbr
oo
k S
t.

Brom
bach

Florian 
St.

Just Across 
the Street from
St. Florian Church!

Lum
pkin St.

for the Weekly 
Dental

Nutrition Blog
• Walk-in 

Emergencies 
Welcome 

• We accept most 
insurances.

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday

10am-6pm  
Friday - Saturday 

10am-2pm

• Beautiful smile 
reflecting healthy
teeth

• NYU Graduate 
Dr. Sami Bilani 
welcomes you in 
many languages www.DentistSamiBilani.com

CALL NOW!
313-875-1700
OR Walk in at 2460 Florian St. 

Florian Dental welcomes 2015 with a big smile!
Florian Dental welcomes 

new patients with a big smile
and continuous offers!

Call to check our offers  at: 
(313) 875-1700 

Get Out on the Hamtown!

By Charles Sercombe
Thanks to dozens of

volunteers, Hamtramck
is looking greener.
Recently, volunteers

planted 58 trees around
the city’s Downtown De-
velopment Authority dis-
trict, mostly in the central
part of the Jos. Campau
business area.
The event was organ-

ized by the city’s Beautifi-
cation Commission, the
Greening of Detroit and
the city’s Department of
Community & Economic
Development.
Kathy Angerer, the Di-

rector of Community &
Economic Development,
said the project had been
in the works for months. 
“This area surrounding

our DDA district was se-
lected to add to the walk-
ability of our
neighborhoods as resi-
dents and visitors come
to shop,” Angerer said in
an email. “Other neigh-
borhoods have been tar-
geted for future
plantings.”
A variety of trees that

will survive better in an
urban setting were se-
lected. Angerer said she
plans to apply for more
grants to plant trees.
She said another plant-
ing will likely happen in
the fall.
Trees, she said, serve

a number of purposes.
“Not only will these

trees will add to the
beauty of our neighbor-
hoods, they will provide
oxygen, shade, and have
a positive economic influ-
ence on property values
and neighborhood desir-
ability,” Angerer said.

More trees taking root
in neighborhoods June 29 - Mass for prayer list, 7 p.m.

July 11 - Soup Kitchen 2-4 p.m.
August 8 - Soup Kitchen 2-4 p.m.
August 22 - Polish Dinner and 
Dancing, advance ticket required

August 26 - Spaghetti dinner
fundraiser 4-7 p.m.

ward code compliance.
“The goal is to have

homeowners improve their
properties.  As long as for-
ward progress is being
made we work with the
homeowner,” Angerer told
The Review.
“If property owners ig-

nore the notice, we list the
action that will be taken.
Some homeowners state
that repairs are too many
for a short period of
time. We give them more
time, but follow up regu-
larly to make certain that
issues of ‘health and
safety’ are addressed
promptly.”

In the case of Cotter,
she was given a month ex-
tension to make repairs. 
There will likely be more

homeowners upset with
the city as more letters are
mailed out. 
“Building inspectors

walk the neighborhoods on
both the front sidewalk
and down the alley doing
inspections,” Angerer said.
“They note items like

broken garage doors, win-
dows, peeling paint, roofs
in disrepair, broken or
missing handrails or any of
a variety of other ‘property
maintenance’ issues. A
letter is sent to the prop-
erty owner listing the viola-
tions and asking them to
contact the department. “
In the past when the city

cracked down on code vio-
lations there would in-
evitably be a backlash
from homeowners. Past
administrations would
eventually back down.
But this is a new era for

Hamtramck. The city re-
cently emerged from a fi-

nancial emergency and
being under the control of
a state-appointed emer-
gency manager.
Although there is no

longer direct state control
of the city, the roles of the
mayor and city council
have been greatly curtailed
until a state-appointed
Transition Advisory Board,
which overlooks all finan-
cial decisions made by the
city manager, is dissolved.
That situation has left

the city administration
pretty much immune from
political pressure to re-
verse things like code en-
forcement.
In other words, don’t ex-

pect code enforcement to
go away any time soon.
Angerer said despite the

city’s past history, the main
message should be this:
“You should voluntarily

take pride in home owner-
ship.”

It’s fix up time for homes
Continued from front page

2000 JEEP 4D 1J4FF48S4YL159484
2005 CHEV 4D 1G1ZT52895F299855
2005 CHEV 4D 2G1WF52E759383813
2000 PONT 2D 1G2WP12K2YF347109
2003 CHEV 4D 2G1WF52E539407362
2003 BUICK 4D 2G4WS52J331127241
2007 FORD VN 1FMDK02117GA15962
2001 CHRY VN 2C4GP44301R235060
1996 JEEP 4D 1J4GZ58S5TC178782

Hamtramck Police
Department Auction
June 25, 2015 at 10:00am
B&G Towing 8100 Lynch, 

Detroit 48234
Additional vehicles to be added to Auction.

Hamtramck Police
Department Auction
June 25, 2015 at 11:30am
B&T Towing 2411 Vinewood, 

Detroit 48216
Additional vehicles to be added to Auction.

2005 CHEV 4D 1GNDT13S052143335
2001 FORD 2D 1FAFP40401F233008
1996 FORD 2D 1FMCU24X2TUC17823
2004 CHEV 4D KL1TD62644B182230
2003 CHRY VN 2C8GP44L23R217225
1998 BUICK 4D1G4CW52K1W4606525
1999 CAD 4D 1GYEK13R0XR419482
1999 PLY VN 2P4GP44R5XR431956
2004 CHRY 4D 2C8GM68454R307560
1995 CHEV VN 1GNDM19W7SB248859
1999 PONT 4D1G22HX52K8XH200246
2003 CHEV 4D 2G1WH55K139283523
2002 FORD 4D 1FAFP53U12G231135
1991 HON 4D 1HGCB7644MA168591
2000 FORD 4D 1FAFP5320YA147625
1998 OLDS 4D1G3WS52K4WF307371
2005 CHEV 2D 1G1JC12FX57153575
2000 CHEV 4D 2G1WF52E9Y9219385
2002 NIS 4D 3N1CB51D42L600471
2005 PONT 4D 2G2WS522951320904
2004 FORD VN 2FMZA51654BB16573
2003 CHEV 4D 1GNCS18X93K182098
2001 CHRY VN 2C4GP44371R400053
2001 OLDS 4D 1G3WX52H01F158617

Volunteers recently planted trees in the central busi-
ness area of Hamtramck. City officials say more
plantings will likely continue in the fall.
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We Care About You

No Insurance?
No Worries!

H Accept All Insurance

H Friendly Staff & 
Environment

H Female Doctor 
Available

H Male Doctor Available

H Pharmacy Located 
Inside

H Best Service in Town

H Low Office Visit Cost

3001 Caniff
Hamtramck

313-334-5159
Fax 313-305-7259

FREE Check-up
Diabetes, Blood Pressure

EVERY THURSDAY
Located inside City Med Clinic 
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By the Dickinson West
School Improvement
Team
The Dickinson West Ele-

mentary School family en-
joyed a wonderful evening
of family sharing and edu-
cational fun.  
The Dickinson West

community was proud to
present the “3rd Annual
Passport to Learning Fam-
ily Night.”  This program is
a showcase of all the
wonderful lessons
learned during the school
year.  
Each family received a

Passport upon arrival so
they could begin their jour-
ney of discovery.  The
theme for this year was
“Countries of the World.”
Families were able to par-
ticipate in a fun family ac-
tivity highlighting the
wonders of each county. 
Mrs. Bradley’s class

took each family on an ad-
venture through Australia
and the Australian out-

back. Mrs. Sliwinski’s and
Mrs. Twymon’s third grade
classes gave a romantic
tour of France.  Paris was
the first stop on this jour-
ney of French culture and
architecture. Mrs. Stod-
dard’s fourth grade class
explored the wonders of
Spain. 
The fourth, fifth and

sixth grade students per-
formed a dance to the
song Uptown Funk by
Bruno Mars.  While Mr.
Kupiec put on an art show
for the parents,  Mr. Jones
challenged the students
and parents to display
their throwing arms.  
It was especially fun to

watch two fathers concen-
trate to get a higher score
than their sons and
daughters.  This evening
of family is always a great
event and once again we
proved the Dickinson
West family knows how to
have a good time while
learning.

By Shalika Robie
Director of Special 
Services Department
My, how time flies... an-

other school year suc-
cessfully coming to an
end! 
As I reflect on this past

year it has been wonder-
ful. As a new member to
the Hamtramck Public
Schools family I found
much compassion, pa-
tience and understanding
from the families of Ham-
tramck. 
As the new Director this

year for the Special Serv-
ices Department, I have
continually been in awe of
the staff within the Spe-
cial Services Department
and the level of commit-
ment, dedication and pro-
fessionalism they show
while providing services
for the Hamtramck Public
School's students and
families. 
The staff didn't allow

the change in leadership
to affect their level of
services rendered nor the
pace in which it was exe-
cuted. I have had a
chance to meet lots of
students and forge a few
relationships with stu-
dents and their families
alike. The students of
Hamtramck are creative,

pleasant and respectful! 
The Hamtramck com-

munity offers a culture
and experience unlike any
other and it's a wonderful
place to be. Our Special
Services team has al-
ready begun the process
of reflecting over this past
school year and refining
our practices even more
to better serve our stu-
dents and families for the
2015-2016 school year. 
We are looking forward

to ending this year on a
positive note and being
refreshed and well rested
for the upcoming one.
My highlights for this

year were having a chance
to package turkeys for

families of Hamtramck
with the gentlemen from
the Order of the Alhambra
organization, reading to
students at Dickinson
East, Dickinson West, Hol-
brook and Early Childhood
Elementary Schools and
also attending my first of
many Hamtramck and
Horizon High School grad-
uations, watching the stu-
dents and their families
celebrate the accomplish-
ment of high school com-
pletion along with
transitioning from being
teenagers to young
adults.

Public School District’s Special
Services wraps up another year

At Dickinson West it’s
truly a small world 

Hamtramck High School
News
Graduating seniors

made their final walk-
throughout Hamtramck
High School on Thursday,
June 4. They had their sen-
ior breakfast earlier that
morning followed by a pin-
ning ceremony. 
The band led the walk-

through playing the school
song. The tradition's ori-
gins are unknown and stu-
dents have been doing the
final walk-through since the
early 1970s.

Holbrook Elementary
School News  
On Wednesday, June

10th, Holbrook hosted the
Ann Arbor Hands-On Mu-
seum for a family science
night.  They explored ani-
mal bones, made rockets
and learned about differ-
ent types of animal adap-
tations along with many
other fun experiments.  It
was a great night full of fun
and learning.

Kosciuszko Fun Fair
A new tradition has

begun at KMS. This year
the student council de-

cided to celebrate the end
of the school year with an
outdoor fair. Judging by the
turnout on Monday, it was
a huge success.

All Schools
• Thursday, June 25 --

Final Report cards mailed
to all students.

Food provided by John Ulaj of The Hamtramck Review. Lemon stand by 
my girls, Stella and Mira

Above and below: Kosciuszko Middle School stu-
dents celebrate the end of the school year with an
outdoor fair.

Above: Holbrook Elementary School hosted the Ann
Arbor Hands-On Museum for a family science night.
Below: HHS graduating seniors continued the
school’s tradition of a final walk-through the school.

Shalika Robie
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Hamtramck has once
again proven it comes
through when needed.
Recently, the Karol Wo-

jtyla Hamtramck Com-
mittee hosted an online
fundraiser seeking at
least $25,000 in dona-
tions in order to receive
another $25,000 from a
state development
agency.
The committee ex-

ceeded that goal by sev-
eral thousand dollars.
Committee member

Andrea Karpinski said
many of the contribu-
tions came in from ordi-
nary folks who chipped

in $10 and $20 – mod-
est sums from modest
folks.
We agree with her:

That’s the way it should
be. Hamtramckans are
largely working class
people who live on a
pretty tight budget. They
can’t afford much, but
when they are asked to
contribute to a worthy
cause, they do what they
can.
Now that’s Ham-

tramck.
The money donated

will go a long way in ren-
ovating the park and
continuing its mainte-

nance for generations to
come.
The park committee

deserves a round of
thanks, as well as Kathy
Angerer, the city’s Direc-
tor of Community & Eco-
nomic Development,
who donated a lot of her
time and knowledge to
make this fundraiser a
success.
In the end, we are all

winners. Pope Park is
truly an asset to the
community, and it adds
that extra special some-
thing to Hamtramck.

Pope Park fundraiser brings
community together

In Our Opinion

Review: Opinion Page
Letters • Letters 
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Dear Dad,
You surround and shield

our Hamtramck and
dwelling this day, this
night, in fact, all times
and hours. You are a
blessing of God. How
grateful I am.
In you, as a child, I felt

safe and secure. All nine
of us did 'til the day you
died, dear dad! Thank
you! 
I learned from you, and

mom, what I live out
today: My deep roots and
relations, and, fast and
hurried walking in our 2-
mile trek from the Detroit
City Airport to Miller and
Townsend for school and
praise of our heavenly Fa-
ther who is more than
Maker, Mother, Creator,
and, the One I try daily to
unite with now to help my
heart, my city and my
street to reside in calm
and peace in how to pray
often. We talked and
walked, and, talked some
more at supper each
evening on Arcola Street
in our 2-story aluminum-
sided home near Lynch
Rd.
We walked single file

with you in front of our
long and lingering parade

and procession along Van
Dyke with you leading like
a train's engine, and
mom, Patti and me with
mom at the caboose, it
seemed, since we had
the littlest feet to fast for-
ward.
Where did dad learn to

walk so fast, and, to farm
in Port Austin, MI., and, to
work so hard at the Budd
Company? Raking the
leaves and sweeping the
floors, shoveling snow,
peddling  Free Press
newspapers, scrubbing
tombstones, and serving
ice cream at Dairy Queen
trained me well to watch
over and care for my flock
today, my family in the
town square, Pope Park,
and, Elmwood Park by the
MLK., Jr. Apts at
Lafayette/Chene, not to
mention 15/ Harper
wherw I reside now with
Woof and Cara, my 4-
legged companions.
With inner faith and fer-

vor you showed me to be
resilient, how to bounce
back and rise from the
predicaments of betrayal,
rejection, sickness, exclu-
sion, and, corruption, and
hardaches of life's brief
hearbeats, and,  jaunt be-

fore you call us home to
heaven (unless other
plans are in my mind far
from your divine plan).
Dad, above all, you gave

me the strength to be
honest, to stoop low to lift
up the lowliest, and to be
true, tender and joy filled
through life's downs, ups
and all else along this
beautiful path of life's
road. What a wonderful
world, Louis Armstrong's
word I like to awaken to
most days before the sun
breaks.
I grew up just like you,

dad.
I did.  And, for being

there always, all ways,
thanks.
You were/are the wind

beneath my 66-year-old
wings now as a light in
the dark, and, like a can-
dle in the breeze aflame
with hope even when only
a lttle light holds hope, as
you once held me, to
keep on walking.
After all, I really learned

who is my Father! I did,
from you, dear dad!

Your Grateful Son,
Larry (Ventline)
www.religionrootsrela-
tionships.blospot.com

On Father’s Day, a special letter of thanks

By Charles Sercombe
City council candidates

are good to go.
A few weeks ago the City

Clerk’s Office mailed let-
ters to all of the nine can-
didates reminding them
that in order to hold office,
they must be up-to-date on
all bills owed to the city.
That means they

couldn’t have unpaid bills
for property taxes, income
taxes, water service or any-
thing else. In fact, accord-
ing to the city charter,
Hamtramck elected offi-
cials and appointees can’t
owe money to any govern-
ment agency.
City Clerk August

Gitschlag said there were

three candidates, Saad Al-
masmari, Mohamed Al-
somiri and Frank
Woodman, who were be-
hind on property taxes, but
they paid up after receiving
the letter.
Gitschlag said he sent

all city departments a re-
quest to review their files
to see if the candidates
had overdue bills. The re-
quest was not extended to
any other government
agency.
Gitschlag said he sent

out the letters of reminder
to avoid repeating past in-
stances where some office
holders owed the city thou-
sands of dollars in back
taxes or for water service.

“I wanted them to take
care of it,” he said.
The nine candidates will

be on the Aug. 4 ballot.
The top six vote-getters will
then go on to square-off in
the November Election.
That election will deter-
mine who will fill three
seats on council for the
next four years.
Six candidates are chal-

lenging incumbents Anam
Miah, Abu Musa and
Robert Zwolak.
Besides Almasmari, Al-

somiri and Woodman, the
other challengers include
Cathie Gordon, Susan
Dunn, and Monzurul
Karim.

Candidates are all up to date
on city bills, says city clerk

Last week and part of
this week’s issue, you
may have noticed, was
dedicated to our Public
School District.
The district is one of

the city’s most valuable
jewels. It’s an institution
that has boasted of edu-
cational excellence for
generations. And it’s
where all cultures of the
city meet.
It’s been that way for

generations, and it’s no
wonder the high school’s
team name is called the
Cosmos – short for Cos-
mopolitans.
Our district is truly a

melting pot of ethnici-
ties, and the students
who attend schools here
benefit greatly from that
experience. In short, we
are the world, and any-
one who experiences
that kind of upbringing
will be ready for the
world.
You can’t get that kind

of life experience any-

where else.
With this in mind, it’s

important to make sure
the public schools re-
main financially solvent.
The district is coming
out of a budget deficit
thanks to some very
smart planning by our
school officials and
school superintendent,
Tom Niczay.
That’s why we need to

keep the ball rolling, so
to speak, and support a
school millage renewal
that will appear on the
Aug. 4 ballot.
Unfortunately, there

are some folks out there
plotting to destroy our
public schools in order
to allow the encroaching
charter schools to take
over. These folks, who
work behind the scenes
and spread anonymous
claims, are falsely telling
folks they will save
money if they defeat the
millage.
That is simply not true

for the average voter.
Only those who own
rental dwellings and
commercial buildings
will realize a savings.
All of our property val-

ues depend on a strong
public school district. 
By supporting our

schools you essentially
support the value of
your own house. Vote
YES this Aug. 4 for the
school millage renewal.
Anyone who tells you

that you will save money
by voting this millage
down is a liar. For the av-
erage homeowner, this
millage will cost you
nothing – nothing.
If you vote against it,

you are voting against
secure property values
and your house will end
up being worth far less.
So in the long run, you
will lose money by voting
this millage down.
Don’t let the liars win

this election.

Public schools are part of 
the fabric of our community

HOWELL
Cleo Howell

(nee Karas),
76, died June
5, 2015.  
Former resi-

dent of Ham-
tramck and currently of
Lexington, MI. Wife of the
late Richard.  
She is survived by her

sisters, Annette Datko,
Bessie (Joe) Johnson and
Mary (John Hippo) Hyp-
narowicz; nieces and
nephews John Jr (Re-
nata), Joe(Mariah),  D'Ann
(Leon) and Kathy (Brian) ;
great-nephews Jake, Da-
Shaun (Tony) and Leon Jr,
and Jake; great-niece,
Megan. 

Visitation Saturday,
June 20, noon to 4 p.m.
at Jurkiewicz & Wilk Fu-
neral Home.

GIVEINS 
D e n n i s

Allen Giveins;
died in the
hospital on
June 8, 2015
after a lengthy

illness. 
He was 74 years old.

Dennis was born to John
and Dorothy Giveins. He
was a member of the 3rd
& 4th degree of the K of
C, Alhambra, Amvets,
VFW, and PLAV#6. He re-
tired from Chrysler on De-
cember 31, 2001. 
He loved his dogs; he

loved kids, he had a pas-
sion for life and in life he
did it his way. 
Dennis is survived by

his niece Cindy Kallapure,
his nephews Terry Miklos
and Ronald Aneed, his
step-daughters, Christine
and Juanita; great uncle,

Teri Acedillo. 
He was great great

uncle to Richard and Kelly
Kallapure and Joseph Jor-
dan and grandfather to
Ryan and Stephanie. 
Dennis was preceded in

death by his wife, Diane;
sister, Evelyn
Chrabaszewski; brothers,
Lawrence, Melvin, William
and Norman, and his
niece, Sandy Swick-
Owiesny. 
Arrangements by Ju-

rkiewicz & Wilk Funeral
Home.  Burial of cremated
remains at Great Lakes
National Cemetery at a
later date.



By Charles Sercombe
The city council met on

May 26, and all coun-
cilmembers were present.
Before the regular council
meeting a work session
was held.
A discussion was held

on a proposal to have the
state of Michigan take
over income tax collection
as a way to streamline the
process.
City Clerk August

Gitschlag said at this
point it is only a proposal
being made by other
cities.

Another discussion was
held on the city issuing fi-
nancial bonds to raise $7
million to fund sewer re-
pairs. The bonds will be
paid off by an increase in
the water service rate.
It was not said how

much of an increase will
be passed on. Construc-
tion is expected to begin
in October.
Councilmember Andrea

Karpinski questioned why
some sidewalk slabs are
marked in pink spray
paint. There was no clear
consensus on the reason,

but it was suspected that
it had to do with DTE En-
ergy work being per-
formed throughout the
city.
During the public com-

ment portion of the regu-
lar meeting, retired
firefighter Bill Kinsman

complained about his
water bill. He said he is
being double-charged.
“I don’t feel like I’m

being treated fairly,” he
said.
A presentation was

made on the upcoming
sewer repair project.
Councilmember Robert

Zwolak said he prefers to
have voters decide on

whether to seek bonds to
fund the project since
homeowners will be faced
with paying increased
water rates.
Zwolak also objected to

a $7 fee being tacked
onto water bills for sanita-
tion collection.
“The sanitation fee has

nothing to with water-sew-
erage,” he said.

For that reason Zwolak
said he won’t support
seeking bonds for the
sewer repair project.
City Manager Katrina

Powell said she was in-
structed by the Transition
Advisory Board to seek
bids for pothole repairs,
which will mean a disrup-
tion in the repair project.

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110
HUD Certified

John Ulaj
Commercial Broker/Owner
A HUD Certified Agent

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Thinking of 
Selling Your
Home?

NOW IS THE
TIME!

Supply is still low, 
your value is high! 

Looking to buy single & 
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

leanneconger@gmail.com

Single Family Homes
3062 Lehman - $59,900  PENDING!

Multi-Family Homes
9721 Dequindre - $34,900 - NEW!
2264 Edwin $49,900 - NEW!

Vacant Land
Holland Rd. - Clay Twp. - $148,000
12502 Corunna, Clayton Twp.  - $34,900
Warren
8311 Toepfer - $29,900

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

Imlay City
270 W. Third St. - $77,700 - BACK ON MARKET!
105 Grove - $94,900 Bank Owned PENDING

Mussey Twp.
13604 Kaufman - $139,900 PENDING

Lapeer
302 Devonshire (Condo) - $249,900 - NEW!

Sterling Heights
3722 Rhoten - $159,900 - PENDING!
41426 Harvard - $150,000 - NEW!
Almont
8550 Hough Rd. - $369,900 - NEW!

Land Contracts 
Available on  Many 
of my properties!

DiamondRealty and Associates

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger
Hamtramck Native/Specialist

Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist 

2264 Edwin
Hamtramck
$49,900

Real Estate
Corner

Wayne County Food 
Assistance Program (TEFAP)

for Hamtramck Residents
Bring proof of income, and picture ID

8625 Jos. Campau
11am-12pm

Every 2nd Monday 
of the Month
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Coming events
WEDNESDAY, June 24, noon – The Daughters of

Isabella Mystical Rose Circle 736 will host a picnic,
card and bunco social at Queen of Apostles Activity
Center, entrance on Harold, featuring lunch, door
and table prizes, share the wealth, admission $7,
fenced-in parking.

SATURDAY, June 27, 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m. – Bring
your expired, unused or leftover medications to the
Hamtramck CVS Pharmacy parking lot for disposal.
CVS is located at 9300 Jos. Campau (the event is
sponsored by the Hamtramck Drug Free Community
Coalition).

SATURDAY, July 11, 2-4 p.m. -- Holy Cross Parish
will host a Soup Kitchen 2-4 p.m., 2311 Pulaski. All
are welcome.

SATURDAY, Jul 11, 9-3 p.m. – Hamtramck’s Re-
cycle Center is open at Caniff and McDougall. Drop
off your recyclables for free.

WEDNESDAY, July 15, 7 p.m. -- Join the Midtown
Block Club! Attend our next scheduled meeting in
St. Florian's convent, 2626 Florian, across from the
church. We meet the third Wednesday of each
month. The Midtown Block Club works for promot-
ing community safety, stewardship, service and so-
cial events. 

Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900
danrojek@remax.net

2237-39 Casmere
Hamtramck 
4-Bedrooms 

(2 Up & 2 Down)
Living Room, 
Dining Room, 

Kitchen on each floor.
Full basement, 
2-Car Garage

$59,900
3279 Belmont
Hamtramck

Situated on a double-lot
(60’ x 100’) Living
Room, Dining Room,
Kitchen on the First

Floor. 2-Bedrooms, Bath, 
additional room on the 

second floor.
$44,900

 

PEN
DING

SOL
D

Take a tour at: http://tour.remax-detroit.com/home/MPEQXB

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck

We will beat all quotes presented! 
Call and book your Event today!

To see a full line of vehicles, go to: www.AllLimosBuses.com

Weddings • Bachelor & Bachelorette Party 
• Pros • Casino Packages • Opera House 

• Sporting Events • Concerts 
• Airport Service • Corporate Functions 

• And So Much More!

Agent: M4143710 5 4 6 6

A portion of the rental cost goes to charities 
benefiting breast Cancer Patients!

The Wedding
Specialist for

29 Years!

City Hall Insider …City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days? 
We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.



By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log

covers June 9-15.

Tuesday, June 9
• A person reported the

theft of their 2000 Dodge
Caravan while it was
parked in the 2000 block
of Norwalk.
• Royal Market on Jos.

Campau reported receiv-
ing a bad check.
• A man reported some-

one attempted to withdraw
$2,955 from his bank ac-
count via Western Union.
• Michigan State Police

reported they found an eld-
erly man who had been re-
ported as missing. The
man was taken home.
• An agent for St.

Joseph’s Nursing home re-
ported an employee who
had been fired failed to re-
turn a laptop.
• A juvenile reported

someone took his bike, a
black Mongoose with a
black front tire and a white
rear tire. The bike was
stolen from the Lumpkin-
Edwin area.
• A man reported a

garage break-in in the
9300 block of McDougall.

Wednesday, June 10
• A 13-year-old resident

reported his black and
white Mongoose bike was
stolen.
• A resident in the

11500 block of Nagel re-
ported a garage break-in.
The resident said his red

Homelite weed eater was
stolen.
• A Detroit resident was

arrested for robbery after
he used force to steal an
iPhone from a Hamtramck
resident in the 10200
block of Jos. Campau. The
phone was recovered and
the suspect was charged
with multiple felonies and
was also wanted on a war-
rant from St. Clair Shores
for a probation violation. A
Hamtramck woman was
also placed under arrest
during the investigation for
having three outstanding
Hamtramck warrants.
• A woman was arrested

after striking a man on a
bike with her car and then
fleeing the scene. The vic-
tim was taken to Detroit
Receiving Hospital with a
serious head injury.
• An agent of a busi-

ness in the 10200 block
of Jos. Campau was chas-
ing after a group of sus-
pects who stole his cell
phone when another per-
son in his store stole his
laptop that was sitting on
a counter.
• A man reported some-

one broke into his house
in the 3800 block of Miller
through an unlocked front
door.
• A man reported the

theft of his dumpster
trailer in the 8600 block of
Jos. Campau.
• A person reported re-

ceiving threatening phone
calls.
• A man reported the

theft of his handicap sign
in front of his residence in
the 2600 block of Zinow.
• A man reported the

theft of his daughter’s bike
from his garage in the
2700 block of Belmont.

Thursday, June 11
• A man who had been

evicted from a residence
in the 2300 block of
Whalen was arrested for
returning there and toss-
ing a brick through a win-
dow.
• A woman said her

boyfriend stole her iPhone
after they had an argu-
ment.
• A man reported seeing

two men steal a package

off a porch in the 2300
block of Neibel.

Friday, June 12
• A resident dropped off

a purse at the police sta-
tion. The purse was found
on the sidewalk in the
9300 block of Jos. Cam-
pau.
• At almost midnight, a

woman reported that after
she walked in on an argu-
ment between her sister
and her sister’s boyfriend,
she left her sister’s resi-
dence. The boyfriend fol-
lowed the woman outside
and punched her in the
face and broke her cell
phone as she tried to call
police.
• A woman reported the

theft of her Chevrolet Im-
pala while it was parked
on Dorothy.
• A break-in of a garage

in the 11000 block of
Mitchell was reported.
• A Belmont woman re-

ported that someone she
knows broke her front door
window following an argu-
ment.
• A man in the 2400

block of Burger reported
someone stole a metal
gate off his window.

Saturday, June 13
• At about 11:15 p.m. a

woman reported that her
ex-boyfriend kicked out her
car window. However, the
ex-boyfriend and other wit-
nesses said it was the
woman who kicked out her
own car window.
• At 11:30 p.m. a man

in the 2600 block of Bel-
mont assaulted his father,
and then flipped over furni-
ture and broke out win-
dows. A 4-year-old child
was injured by the flying
debris and glass.
• At 1 a.m. a home-

owner in the 12000 block
of Nagel reported waking
up and finding a suspect
inside their home. The
suspect fled but left be-
hind a backpack that had
been stolen in an earlier
break-in.
• A resident in the

12000 block of Lumpkin
reported a break-in and
the theft of three laptops,
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www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Hamtramck 

Since 1965.
• Licensed & Insured 
• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job In-

stallation or Repair
Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in all phases of 
Air Conditioning, Freon Charge,

Plumbing, Heating, Sewer 
Cleaning & Excavation. 

Service
Installation 
Repairs

Fast Same Day Service 
Radio Dispatched

BROTHERS ROOFING
& HOME REPAIR

ALL HOME REPAIRS Interior • Exterior
TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Shingle & Flat Roofs • Sidings & Gutters 
• Chimney Work • Porches

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & 
HEATING  

(313) 365-8630

7
/3
1
/1
5

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

892-2122

ROOFING

PLUMBING

6
/3
0
/1
3

Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated  
and Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE ESTIMATES

Senior Discount Available! 
Call for Details

Deadline for 
classifieds for next week
is Thursday at Noon

$20 for one week • $25 for two weeks 
• $40 for four weeks

Call (313) 874-2100

HEATING & COOLING

PEST CONTROL

Get Out 
on the 

Hamtown!

Hamtramck Pest Control LLC
12035 Joseph Campau

Hamtramck, MI 48212

313-704-3467 • 313-286-5728

Bring this ad in to enter a Contest for a
FREE 3 MONTH PEST CONTROL SERVICE

3 Lucky Customers
Will Win!

Offer good thru 
August 15. 

Restrictions apply.

Office 
Now 

Open in Hamtramck

— Regular Monthly Service as low as —

$47 /mo for Occasional Invaders

Bed Bug Treatment as low as $295 (initial service)

and Monthly Maintenance $67
*Additional charges will apply for any infestation of insect, rodent, bed bug, 

multi-unit homes and carpenter ants.

Hamtramck, Dequindre +
Edwin, 3 br. lower, nice,
$550/mo. + sec. dep.,
heated, 313-640-8243.
6/26

2 br. lower, stove, fridge,
washer/dryer, call for ap-
pointment, 586-604-
0553. 7/24

Beautiful flats in Ham-
tramck, 2 and 3 br., by
appointment only, leave
message, 313-893-
7357. 6/19

6035 Charles, Detroit,
very nice area, brick
house on a good street,
call Palo and Diane, 248-
659-2278, 248-659-
2325.

2 Br., water, stove in-
cluded, living room, din-
ing, good condition, next
Hamtramck school, good
n e i g h b o r h o o d ,
$500/month + security,
Section 8 or seniors pre-
ferred, 586-718-9690.
7/10

Hamtramck 1 Br., all util-
ities included, no pets,
$500/month, 586-438-
9999. 7/10

Detroit, 8 Mile + Schoen-
herr, 3 br. brick, full base-
ment, 1.5 bath, garage,
$750/mo. + sec. dep.,
no pets, excellent credit,
Section 8 ok, 586-945-
0317. 6/26

Experienced cook + wait-
ress, full time or part
time, Galaxy Coney Is-
land, Grand River +
Schaefer, 248-632-
6111. 6/26 

Research assistant
wanted, must have
diploma or equivalent,
be dependable, enjoy
reading and taking
notes, historical re-
search project on routes
and practices of inden-
ture. Reply with letter of
inquiry only, Forrest
Press LLC, 535 Griswold
Ste. 111-511, Detroit,
MI 48226. 6/19

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT HELP WANTED

HOUSE FOR RENT

Advertisers should check their ad
following first publication. The
newspaper shall not be liable for
failure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publication
except to the extent of the cost of
the ad for the first day’s insertion.
Adjustments for errors is limited to
the cost of that portion of the ad
wherein the error occurred. We re-
serve the right to classify, revise
or reject any classified advertise-
ment.

Continued on page 8

Let Our Service Directory 
Do the Work For You!
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tomato, onion into tab-
bouli and shaving lamb off
the spit.
At the table in the cor-

ner of the dining room a
platter awaits. On it are
various meats (chicken
and lamb), cut into cubes,
shavings or tube-like
shapes, tomatoes and
onions in halves, all atop
a mound of bright yellow
rice. A platter of hummus
was added, then a plate
filled with a cabbage
salad.
The owners, brothers

Larry and Wally Shallal
take a seat around the
table, in the middle is
salad maker Rocky
Hanosh.

"This is the guy I want
people to know," says
Larry pointing to Rocky.
"We are vegetarian
friendly, and he is our
master with vegetables."
All the guys were born in

Iraq, of Chaldean ethnic
heritage. The brothers
once lived in the
Chaldean Town neighbor-
hood along Seven Mile
east of Woodward before
the family moved to Ma-
comb County.
"We feel at home here,"

Larry says of Hamtramck.
"We love what it was and
we love what it can be in
the future. This place is
for everybody."

Metro news …
Continued from page 2

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT



a backpack, credit cards
and a French passport.
• A Hanley resident re-

ported his 2002 Chrysler
Voyager was stolen from
the 3200 block of Hanley.
• A Comstock resident

reported the theft of two
bikes and a grill from her
backyard.

Sunday, June 14
• A resident in the

12000 block of Fleming
reported a break-in.
• A resident in the 2400

block of Florian reported a
garage break-in.
• A resident in the 2900

block of Roosevelt re-
ported being assaulted by
four men.
• A woman was shot at

her Botsford residence by
a Detroit resident. The
suspect was later ar-
rested for attempted mur-
der.

Monday, June 15
• A business owner re-

ported a break-in of his

business in the 11600
block of Lumpkin.
• A Yemans resident re-

ported receiving harassing
phone calls from someone
in New York.

• A Detroit resident re-
ported someone broke
into her car while it was
parked in the 1700 block
of Caniff.
• A woman reported a

break-in at her residence
in the 2200 block of He-
witt. Officers noted no
damage was made to her
doors or windows.

By Greg Kowalski
You may not do it, you

may not like it, but there’s
no denying that you were
born to dance. 
People of all cultures

since the dawn of human-
ity have danced. Babies
that can’t even stand up
will swing their butts in
time with a rhythmic tune.
People still go dancing,

but not on the scale they
used to. At one time it
was a primary form of en-
tertainment and a variety
of places hosted dances.

Almost any reason
would do to hold a dance.
Consider the Pre-Lenten
Balloon Dance, spon-
sored by the Progressive
100 Club, held Feb. 6,
1932, at PLAV Post No. 1
hall on Holbrook. Admis-
sion was 35 cents and
the fun started at “8 p.m.
till… ?” And everybody
got a balloon.
The Progressive 100

Club was one of the
dozens of social clubs in
Hamtramck that flour-
ished prior to World War II
– and the advent of tele-
vision, which kept many
people at home. 
The PLAV hall on Hol-

brook was one of the
prime dance venues.
Hundreds were held there
through the years. 
On Sunday, Jan. 24,

1932, the Ladies Repub-

lican Club hosted a Leap
Year Prize Dance there.
There’s a lot wrong with
that concept. First, it’s
hard to imagine there

even was a Ladies Re-
publican Club in Ham-
tramck, which was
overwhelmingly Demo-
cratic. And it was held on
a Sunday, which is not a
typically a hot night for
dances. And why have a
“Leap Year” dance in Jan-
uary?
Anyway, Phil’s Harmony

Boys provided the enter-
tainment. Whoever they
were.

On the other side of the
political aisle, the 1st
District Young Democrats
held a Spring Frolic on a
more conventional Satur-
day, May 14, 1938, at the
Knight of Columbus Hall
on Conant. Not the hall
that’s here now. That was
built later. 
Another popular venue

was St. Ladislaus Hall.
On Oct. 24, 1937, the
Dandies (another club)
held “Rhythm-Mania” fea-
turing Mike Falk and his
Orchestra, with vocalist
Bert D. Jerkiss.
An especially popular

dance venue was the old
Kanas Hall at Conant and
Evaline. It hosted per-
haps hundreds of dances
through the years. Typical
was the Pre-Labor Day
Dance put on by PNA
Group 2623 on Sept. 4,
1932. Admission was
only 25 cents and it fea-
tured music by W. Bab-
bish Orchestra.
St. Florian also hosted

dances, as did other
churches in Hamtramck.
Even the notorious Inter-
national Workers Hall on
Yemans – home of the
local Communist Party –
hosted dances.  
On Saturday, March 19,

1932, the Rev-Valliers
hosted the St. Joseph’s
Day dance there. It fea-
tured “Real Dance
Music” with Billy Richard-
son’s Syncopaters. And
admission was 35 cents.
Not all dances were

held in town. Warsaw
Park at 21 Mile Road and
Dequindre was a popular
spot. Our friends, the
100% Club, held a picnic
there on July 31, 1938. 
But the most exciting

place may have been
aboard the Steamer Tash-
moo. This popular ship
sailed the Great Lakes
through the 1930s, carry-
ing passengers up and
down the Detroit River. It
was on such a trip in
June, 1936, that the
Tashmoo, which was
filled with partiers from
Hamtramck, struck a rock
and sank in the Detroit
River.  No one was hurt,
but it was a real party
pooper.
See more about dancing

at the new display of histor-
ical dance cards at the
Hamtramck Historical Mu-
seum, 9525 Jos. Campau.
Hours are 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. Saturday and Sunday.
OR call for an appoint-
ment, (313) 893-5027.
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— Dr. Kabra —
9811 Conant • Suite 2 

Comprehensive
Cleaning

$69
$190 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

Walk-Ins Welcomed. Open Saturday & Sunday too!
Exceeding Your Expectations

Consultation
Exam & X-Ray

$29
$75 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

We perform all areas of 
Dentistry with specialty in:

• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Endodontics
• Dental Implants 
• Oral Surgery
• Restoration & Whitening    
• Crown & Bridges
Enhancing your smile, health & life.

Proud
Supporter

of:

— Dr. Myron Lederman —
• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses • Hammer Toes 

• Bunions • Ingrown Nails • Foot and Ankle Injuries

Senior and Diabetic Foot Care
Over 30 Years Experience 

9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

(313) 872-4076

M-T-Th-F  9am-4pm • W - Sun closed 
Sat - 9am-2pm

Please call for appointment

In Area
House
Calls

Medicare
Covered Diabetic
Shoes

JUNE SENIOR
$500 SPECIALS

POLONIA POLISH
RESTAURANT

2934 Yemans St. • Hamtramck
313-873-8432

Thursdays only after
2:00pm

Valid with this ad till June 30, 2015. 
Dine-in only. *Portions are smaller

than regular.

Dinners
Include:

Choice of entree*,
pop, bread basket, 
cup of soup and 
dessert crepe.

VARIETY OF
CHOICES

The lore of Hamtramck …

Care to dance?

Dance cards were a pop-
ular way to promote
events. This one pro-
motes a dance put on by
the St. Florian Jr. Ushers
Club in 1937.

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

Leaders
in Short-Term

Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery 
and quality care through 
our comprehensive 
rehabilitation program.
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