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FRD PHARMACY
9811 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 871-1115
Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

www.sav-mor.com

DRUG STORES

“Your Pharmacy Experts”

Make 
sure your 
heart is
happy 
AND 

healthy.

Additional 
Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and
Generic

Medications

$400GENERICS30-DAY SUPPLY*

$999GENERICS90-DAY SUPPLY*
Over 500 drugs available. 
See www.sav-mor.com for details.

Quote of
the week
Quote of
the week
Who said this, and what is it
about? You can find the
quote and the story it be-
longs to somewhere in the
pages of this issue.

“We all have a right to
fresh air.”

Chicken

& Waffles

$ 699
Gyro,

Fries & Pop

$ 699

Burger,

Fries & Beer

$ 699
Wednesday

Coney 
Special

99¢

Try 
Our Famous

Ribs

Patio 
Now Open!

Open Mon-Sat 6am-11:30pm
Closed Sunday

WE CATER!
Gift Certificates

Continued on page 2

Paid for by the Non-Homestead Renewal Committee 3915 Trowbridge, Hamtramck 48212

2015 Hamtramck
Labor Day Festival Guide

This is a great opportunity to 
promote your business 

or service. We will be distributing 
10,000 copies of the guide during the 
always-popular Labor Day Festival.

Call Dave Sweet 
(313) 874-2100

now to reserve advertising space 

By Charles Sercombe
The city council primary

election is just a little
over two weeks away.
So far, the campaign

trail has been kind of
quiet. That’s not surpris-
ing since there are only
nine candidates seeking
three seats on council. 
But there are some pe-

culiar things going on out
there, this being Ham-
tramck after all.
One thing that caught

our attention is an invita-
tion that went out for a
fundraiser for Cathie Gor-
don, a former coun-
cilmember, by one of her
supporters, er, we think.
You could probably file
this one under: With
friends like this who
needs enemies?
Here’s how Andrea

Bonaventura invited folks
to a fundraiser for Gor-
don, and we’re not mak-
ing this up:
“Cathie Gordon is one

of the biggest mouth
pieces in Hamtramck. 
“Sometimes I wake up

in the middle of the night
because I’m sure I can
hear her yelling about
something off in the dis-
tance. And this is why we
need her back on city
council in Hamtramck.
We need someone who
has a big mouth that is
not afraid to speak up

By Charles Sercombe
You could say this

summer was a perfect
storm of public repairs.
First there was – and

still is – the city’s pot-
hole repairs.
And at the same time,

there have been DTE En-
ergy work crews tearing
up sidewalks, and in
some cases front yards,
to replace gas lines.
This is the fourth year

for DTE repairs. Work is
expected to be com-
pleted this year.
While the work causes

inconveniences, there is
an upside: you are get-
ting new gas lines, and if
your sidewalk is ripped
up for the project, you
will also get a free new
sidewalk.

New sidewalk slabs
can amount to a savings
of several hundred dol-
lars. But there have
been complaints about
DTE following up on
making those repairs.
Mark Ragsdale, the

city’s Director of Public
Works, said he has been
on DTE to speed up re-
placing sidewalks. He
said there are some
households who have
been waiting since last
year for their new side-
walks.
Ragsdale said there

have also been some
crews who went a little
too far in tearing up
lawns and shrubbery. He
said at least one crew
was fired on the spot for

By Charles Sercombe
This Saturday (July 25)

is going to be the Fourth
of July all over again.
The Hamtramck

Recreation Department
is holding its own fire-
works show at Keyworth
Stadium.
Last year Hamtramck

was treated to a free
fireworks show by a
cable television com-
pany as part of a nation-
wide contest. The event
was so popular that the
Recreation Department,
which is part of the
Hamtramck Public

Wherever you go, there are work
crews in the neighborhoods

Continued on page 8

On the
campaign
trail 

Fireworks display
will light up city’s
night this Saturday 

Continued on page 2

Here’s a good deal for
Hamtramckans.
Wayne Metropolitan

Community Action Agency
(Wayne Metro) is now of-
fering up to $7,500 in
down payment assis-
tance funds to eligible,
first-time homebuyers. 
Partnering with Wayne

County, Wayne Metro is
working to help make the
dream of owning a home
become a reality through
a homebuyer education
and down payment assis-
tance program.
To find out more about

Wayne Metro’s homeown-
ership program and how
to enroll, call (313) 388-
9799. or visit
www.waynemetro.org/
homes.

DTE work crews are still replacing gas lines in the
neighborhoods, which results in parking inconven-
iences and for some, the tearing up of sidewalk slabs.
DTE is replacing the sidewalks.

Hamtramck is having one more blast of fireworks this
Saturday at Keyworth Stadium.



School District, decided
to keep the show going.
Craig Daniels, the Di-

rector of the Depart-
ment, said he chose to
hold it later in the
month to give residents
a little extra bang for
their buck since there
were so many other
communities hosting
fireworks during the
Fourth.
“We wanted to be the

only game in town, to
stand out,” Daniels
said.
Last year’s theme was

“Red, White and You.”
This year it’s: “Cele-
brate America in Ham-
tramck.”
“It’s a celebration of

our city’s diversity,”
Daniels said.
The event goes from 6

to 10 p.m. with fire-
works going off near 10

p.m.
In addition to the main

attraction, the event will
be geared toward fami-
lies, with bounce
houses, a petting farm,
pony rides and face
painting. Food will be
sold by the Athletic De-
partment to raise funds
for its activities.
No coolers will be al-

lowed on site, but you
can bring lawn chairs
and blankets. There is
no smoking allowed on
the site, either.
There will also be the

following musical acts
performing: Yousif Sa-
nati, 7 p.m.; The Polish
Muslims, 7:45 p.m.;
Dave Hamilton Band, 9
p.m.
Need a lift to Key-

worth? The Recreation
Department has you cov-
ered with free shuttle
service every 15 min-
utes from 6 to 10:45
p.m. at the following lo-
cations: Hamtramck
Senior Plaza (2620 Hol-
brook); Hamtramck High
School Community Cen-
ter (11350 Charest); and
Kosciuszko Middle
School (2333 Burger).

and that really gives a
s***t about Hamtramck
and its residents.”
It only gets better:
“I know sometimes that

Cathie’s gruffness is a
force to be reckon with
but Hamtramck is full of
assholes. All my friends
are assholes. Everyone
who hangs out at New
Dodge are assholes. Let
her be your asshole coun-
cil person! We need
someone who isn’t afraid
to speak up.”
The, uh, invite contin-

ues on, but we should
clear up why New Dodge
is being singled out. Gor-
don is the owner of New
Dodge and Bonaventura
works there.
The fundraiser was held

on Thursday, July 23.
There’s an old saying

that no good deed goes
unpunished.
City Councilmember

Robert Zwolak, who is up
for re-election, got a taste
of that punishment.
We received a call

Wednesday afternoon
from Del Slezak of Bots-
ford who was mighty
upset with how Zwolak
was caring for a lawn
next-door.
Slezak said that Zwolak

cuts the grass there, but
fails to bag the clippings
or sweep up after. 
“The clippings blow on

everyone’s lawn,” Slezak
said.
We met up with Zwolak

at the house. He had just
finished cutting the
grass, and indeed there
were clippings all over.
Zwolak doesn’t live

there, and said he was
doing the yard work for a
friend, and as a favor to
Slezak. Apparently
Zwolak meant that there
would be no yardwork if it
weren’t for him.
That friend in question

turns to be Dolores

Sanchez, who has been
an acquaintance of
Zwolak’s for a number of
years.
Slezak didn’t hesitate

to lay into Zwolak in a war
of words. Essentially,
Zwolak told Slezak, after
dropping the F bomb a
couple of times, to take
her complaint to city hall.
Slezak countered that

as a councilmember,
Zwolak should be helping
out.
In a moment of frustra-

tion Zwolak said: “You
know what, I won’t do this
anymore.”
And asked why he

doesn’t do a better job,
Zwolak blamed it on

Sanchez, who he said is
a “cheapskate.”
Sanchez is the pub-

lisher of El Central His-
panic News, and owns
several houses in Ham-
tramck. Zwolak also
works at the newspaper.
Or after this, maybe not.
Long story made short,

you could say Zwolak can
forget about one vote on
Botsford.
The primary election is

on Aug. 4. Out of the nine
candidates seeking of-
fice, three will be elimi-
nated in this election.
The survivors will face off
in the November General
Election.
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Hamtramck Housing Commission (HHC) does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion,
national origin, sex, handicap or familial status

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual
Kitchens

• Income Based
Rent

• On Site Mail

• 24 Hour 
Security
• Recreation
Areas

• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

All parties interested 
in doing business with Hamtramck Housing Commission are
advised to register their business as a Section 3 
qualified business at www.hud.gov:

• Search Section 3 Business Registry
• Select Register a Business
• Complete form and submit
• Print and maintain record of registry

If you have any questions or concerns you may contact
the Hamtramck Housing Commission at 313-868-7445.

This week at the library...
Michigan Activity

Pass -  The pass will en-
able Library card hold-
ers to obtain a one-time
free entry into any
Michigan State Park or
recreation area, and
free entry into over 100
participating cultural in-
stitutions, including mu-
seums, for up to one
week.  Ask at the circu-
lation desk for details.

Common Word Al-
liance of Hamtramck -
Monday, July 27 at 7
p.m. The Hamtramck
Common Word Alliance
will hold its monthly
meeting at the Library.
For more information
call Arif Huskic at 313-
999-5483   Refresh-
ments will be served.
Everyone is invited.

ESL Class - Monday,
July 27 at 11
a.m. Summer ESL
classes are free to all
Hamtramck residents.
Registration required.

Registration for the
Teen Summer Reading
- Monday, July
27th. The SRP program
for Teens will be held on
Thursdays at 4 p.m.  It
will start on August 6
and continue to Sep-
tember 3.  Students
who are 12-17 years
old are eligible to partic-
ipate in the program.

Children's Movie
Night - Tuesday, July 28
at 4 p.m. All children
are invited to see a
movie shown on high-
definition screen and
enjoy a serving of pop-
corn.  This week’s fea-
ture is “Family United.”

Summer Reading Pro-
gram - Wednesday, July
29 at 1 p.m. This week
the Library auditorium
will be transformed into
“Star Lab.”   Book re-
ports and a selection of
reading materials will
follow.  All children are
invited.

Photoghraphy Pro-
gram -  Thursdsay, July
30 at 6 p.m. Anyone in-
terested in photography
is invited to attend this
program to brush up
their skills on photo
shooting techniques in
the digital age.

State of the Commu-
nity Address -  Monday,
August 3, at 6 p.m.
State Senator Bert
Johnson will deliver the
State of the Community
Address at the Library.
He will update Ham-
tramck residents on the
key legislative issues
and provide an opportu-
nity to participants to
ask questions and ex-
press their concerns.

Meeting of the Li-
brary Board - Thursday,
August 13 at 6 p.m.
Regular meeting of the
Library Board will be
held in the auditorium.
Open to the public.

For more information about events at the library call (313) 365-7050, or visit our website at
http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you can also access our online catalog. 

Continued from front page

Continued on page 12

Characters 
Always 

Welcome!

FREE WI-FI

Wednesday 

FREE POOL

12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689

Monday
Domestic 

DOLLAR BEER

Get Out on the Hamtown!
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On the campaign trail 
Continued from front page

Fireworks display will light
up city’s night this Saturday
Continued from front page

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck



It’s said that whatever
happens to Detroit, so
goes Hamtramck. Our
friends over at modeld-
media.com have been
reporting on fascinating
development projects for
the past several years.
With their permission,

here is an edited version
of this week’s story:
For most of its eight

years, McClure's Pick-
les couldn't keep up
with the demand for its
products.
The Detroit-based

picklemaker was ship-
ping its jars of pickles,
chips, and bloody mary
mix to upscale grocery
stores both here in
Metro Detroit and
across the U.S. Buyers
could even find them in
a Whole Foods in Man-
hattan.
Then McClure's Pick-

les team decided to
take a risk. It dramati-
cally increased its pro-
duction space, investing
large amounts of capital

in new equipment and a
bigger employee base.
It even took out a bank
loan to finance it. And
then for the first time it
had more than enough
production capability to
keep up with demand,
and some big debt obli-
gations to meet with
projected future growth.
"It was a risk," says

Joe McClure, co-owner
of McClure's Pickles.
"The whole production-
improvement costs
went through the roof."
The gamble is based

on the idea of scaling
McClure's Pickles busi-
ness so it becomes a
household name in
North America. To make
that work the company
needed more than what
its original leadership
team, essentially the
McClure family, had to
offer.
"This year we're going

to have even bigger
growth because we
added some key peo-

ple," McClure says.
McClure's Pickles

hired an operations di-
rector to make sure pro-
duction goals are met in
a timely manner. It also
hired a sales director
with 20 years experi-
ence to bring in the rev-
enue.
"He has grown other

companies smaller than
us to much bigger than
us," McClure says.
So far the gamble is

paying off. McClure's
Pickles aims to exceed
its annual revenue
growth average of 30
percent. It is also clock-
ing a net profit of 5 per-
cent with a goal of
hitting 8 percent this
year and 20 percent by
2019. That seems pos-
sible for the multi-mil-
lion-dollar firm with an
eye on spiking its rev-
enue.
"We expect it to grow

even more this year,"
McClure says. "We're

By Charles Sercombe
The city council met on

July 14, and all coun-
cilmembers were pres-
ent except for Titus
Walters. Before the reg-
ular council meeting a
work session was held.
During the work ses-

sion Councilmember An-
drea Karpinski
questioned the cleaning
out of catch basins.
City Manager Katrina

Powell said the city’s
sewer lines are
“packed” with debris,
and in some instances
work crews can’t even
send a camera through
to check on the condi-
tion of the lines.
Councilmember Robert

Zwolak questioned bills
submitted by the city en-
gineer, Hennessey Engi-
neers, Inc. He said the
company has a “blank
check.”
City Manager Powell

replied: “That’s not
true.”
(For the month of June,

the city paid Hennessey
$39,728, according to
the city’s expense record
for the month.)
Powell explained the

city is required to have
its own engineer on site
for the DTE Energy pro-
gram going on in which
the utility company is re-
placing gas lines
throughout the city.
Powell said DTE is not

reimbursing the city for
its costs.
“They’re doing quite a

job to make sure they’re
(DTE) doing what they’re

supposed to,” Powell
added.
In another matter,

Zwolak suggested the
city take over mainte-
nance of Conant from
the county.
Powell said that would

be a bad move since Co-
nant requires a lot of
costly improvements.
In another matter,

Zwolak complained that
the surface of Jos. Cam-
pau has worn down
again at Belmont to the
point where old cable
car tracks are exposed.
Mayor Karen Majewski

said that has happened
many times. She said
the county, which also
owns and maintains that
road, did not resurface it
correctly.
Councilmember Mo-

hammad Hassan com-
plained about the
number of potholes on
Carpenter.
“Nobody can drive

there,” he said.
City Manager Powell

talked about the upcom-
ing sewer repair pro-
gram. She said the
repairs are just the first
phase of the program.
“We’ve got quite a

ways to go,” she said.
“It’s going to be long-
term.”
Powell added that

there will be a fee
passed onto homeown-
ers to fund the project.
She noted the repairs
are court-ordered as a
result of a lawsuit filed
against the city several
years ago, and that the

city has no choice in the
matter.
“We can’t put it off any

longer. I know politically
it’s a hot potato,” Powell
said.
Councilmember Has-

san questioned whether
all of the city will be in-
cluded in this repair proj-
ect. Powell said just part
of the city will be tar-
geted. She said it would
cost a million dollars a
mile to repair the entire
city, which would amount
to $37 million.
In a discussion about

the ongoing DTE gas line
repairs, Mark Ragsdale,
the city’s Director of Pub-
lic Services, said he has
complained to DTE that
it has fallen behind in re-
placing sidewalks it had
to remove.
He said the company

needs to get extra crews
out to catch up.
Powell added that

there are households
who are still waiting from
last year to have their
sidewalk replaced.
After the work session

and during the regular
council meeting’s public
comment portion, Fr.
Lawrence Ventline said
he was forced out of his
office rental unit be-
cause other renters in
the building smoked
marijuana and the odor
seeped into his office.
He said the Police De-

partment was of no
help, saying they refused
to come to his office to
investigate.
“We all have a right to

fresh air,” he said.
Mark Koroi, an attor-

ney, noted that it was
the 12th time Coun-
cilmember Walters has
been absent from a
meeting. He said Wal-
ters should resign.
He also announced his

endorsements for city
council in the upcoming
Aug. 4 Primary Election:
Robert Zwolak, Cathie
Gordon and Mohamed
Alsomiri.
Bill Meyer encouraged

the public to speak out.
He also questioned who
is taking the minutes of
the council meetings
and where they are
being published. He said
he does not want to rely
on the local paper’s cov-
erage of the meetings
with its “sarcastic” com-
ments.
Expansion plans for a

medical center on Co-
nant were approved.
In the vote to set

sewer fees all coun-
cilmembers approved of
it, except for Coun-
cilmember Zwolak.
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It’s Time to Pray, Please Join Us
We are a Multicultural Parish Family

Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-5191   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

— We are an Active Parish Serving the Community —
Celebrating 92 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church

HENRY FORD 
MEDICAL CENTER

Hamtramck

Discover all the convenient ways you can connect with Henry Ford, 
whether you Call, Click or Come In to see us. We offer early and late 
appointments. The ability to message your doctor online. Same-day care.

Together, We Can
MAKE HEALTHCARE YOUR WAY.

For a same-day primary care appointment,  
call (313) 972-9000 or visit henryford.com/sameday

9100 Brombach
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Offering the following services:
• Family Medicine
• Laboratory and Pathology
• Obstetrics and Gynecology
• Staff who speak Arabic and Bengali
• Health Insurance Enrollment  

  Assistance

Henry Ford MyChart
• Message your doctor online
• View your test results
• Renew your prescriptions

August 8 - Soup Kitchen 
2-4 p.m.

August 26 - Spaghetti dinner
fundraiser 4-7 p.m.

School Supply Collection 
for HPS

Ho
lbr
oo
k S
t.

Brom
bach

Florian 
St.

Just Across 
the Street from
St. Florian Church!

Lum
pkin St.

for the Weekly 
Dental

Nutrition Blog
• Walk-in 

Emergencies 
Welcome 

• We accept most 
insurances.

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday

10am-6pm  
Friday - Saturday 

10am-2pm

• Beautiful smile 
reflecting healthy
teeth

• NYU Graduate 
Dr. Sami Bilani 
welcomes you in 
many languages www.DentistSamiBilani.com

CALL NOW!
313-875-1700
OR Walk in at 2460 Florian St. 

Florian Dental welcomes 2015 with a big smile!
Florian Dental welcomes 

new patients with a big smile
and continuous offers!

Call to check our offers  at: 
(313) 875-1700 

Continued on page 4

We will beat all quotes presented! 
Call and book your Event today!

To see a full line of vehicles, go to: www.AllLimosBuses.com

Weddings • Bachelor & Bachelorette Party 
• Pros • Casino Packages • Opera House 

• Sporting Events • Concerts 
• Airport Service • Corporate Functions 

• And So Much More!

Agent: M4143710 5 4 6 6

A portion of the rental cost goes to charities 
benefiting breast Cancer Patients!

The Wedding
Specialist for

29 Years!

City Hall Insider …City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days? 
We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.

Metro news …

Get Yourself 
NOTICED!

Call (313) 874-2100
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Metro news …

— Dr. Myron Lederman —
• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses • Hammer Toes 

• Bunions • Ingrown Nails • Foot and Ankle Injuries

Senior and Diabetic Foot Care
Over 30 Years Experience 

9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

(313) 872-4076

M-T-Th-F  9am-4pm • W - Sun closed 
Sat - 9am-2pm

Please call for appointment

In Area
House
Calls

Medicare
Covered Diabetic
Shoes

Wayne County Food 
Assistance Program (TEFAP)

for Hamtramck Residents
Bring proof of income, and picture ID

8625 Jos. Campau
11am-12pm

Every 2nd Monday 
of the Month

By Charles Sercombe
City Council candidate

Saad Almasmari had a
brush with the law re-
cently.
According to a Ham-

tramck police incident
report that The Review
received through a Free-
dom of Information Act
request, Almasmari, 30,
was arrested on July 12
after knocking a hus-
band and a wife to the
ground during a land-
lord/tenant dispute.
According to the police

report, Almasmari went
to a house at 2223
Faber around 5 p.m. and
began arguing with a
man outside the house
and then pushed him to
the ground.
The man’s wife then at-

tempted to separate Al-
masmari from her

husband but in the
process she was pushed
away by Almasmari. The
woman then fell on her
back and hit her head on
the porch steps, accord-
ing to the police report.
Police were called to

the scene and Almas-
mari was still there. One

officer asked Almasmari,
according to the report,
whether he pushed the
husband down.
Almasmari replied, ac-

cording to the report:
“Yes I did push him to
the ground.”
Almasmari was then

arrested and booked at
the police station with-
out further incident.
The woman was taken

by ambulance to Henry
Ford Hospital for treat-
ment for head and back
pains.
Acting Police Chief Po-

lice Chief Anne Moise
told The Review no fur-
ther legal action was
taken.
“The case was closed

out, no prosecution as
the complainant refused
to cooperate with the in-
vestigation,” Moise said

in an email reply about
the matter.
Almasmari told The Re-

view a slightly different
version of what hap-
pened.
He said the man was

staying at his rental
dwelling without permis-
sion while the unit was
being renovated.
Almasmari said the

man became physical.
Almasmari made no
mention of pushing any-
one to the ground nor
that the man’s wife was
present.
He said he was taken

to the police station
where the incident was
cleared up.
“It was a misunder-

standing,” Almasmari
told The Review.

expecting about 45 per-
cent growth."
McClure's Pickles has

the ability to meet those
goals. It has expanded
its workspace at its fa-
cility on the
Detroit/Hamtramck bor-
der. It has moved its
warehousing to a nearby
location which opens up
another 4,000 square

feet of production
space.
"We're expanding to

all production there and
we're locating ware-
housing down the
road," McClure says.
The company is also

hiring. It has hired
seven people over the
last year, expanding its
staff to 27 employees

and a few summer in-
ters. It expects to hire
more as production in-
creases and the com-
pany adds new
products, like a bloody
mary mix infused with
the alcohol.
"We're going to give it

a shot," McClure says.
"It's not a surefire bet
but we're going to give it

a try."

Written by Jon Zemke

City Council candidate
won’t face assault charges

Continued from page 3

Hamtramck High School
A group of students

have mixed fun and edu-
cation over the summer.
Students guided by Ms.

Nermina Kurtovic and Ms.
Olivera Binevska strength-
ened their English skills
and got out into the metro
area. Students recently
visited Brower Farms
where they got some face
time with some animals
and also went to the
Charles H. Wright Mu-
seum of African-American
History.

Enrollment
Hamtramck Public

Schools is now enrolling
for the 2015-2016 school
year. Families interested
in enrolling their children
in HPS schools can do so
at 3201 Roosevelt in
Hamtramck. Summer
Registration Hours
through August 28 are as
follows: Monday, Thurs-

day, Friday between 7
a.m. and 3 p.m., and
Tuesday, Wednesday be-
tween 7 a.m. and 4 p.m.
Enrollment documents
are also available on the
HPS website at:
www.hamtramck.k12.mi

.us
For further information

call, 313-892-2306.

Saad Almasmari

Vote Yes!
for the kids

Aug. 4th

Above and below: A group of Hamtramck High School
students were busy this summer visiting a farm and
the Museum of African-American History.
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A new city administra-
tion policy was an-
nounced at a special
city council meeting on
Tuesday.
And it’s one that we

think seriously needs to
be revisited.
The meeting was held

to OK a tentative con-
tract with two bidders
to do work on an up-
coming sewer repair
project.
In the past, the city

administration, through
the city manager or a
department head, pre-
sented a recommenda-
tion on which
contractor bidder the
city council should se-
lect.
It was still up to the

council to make the
final decision, but at
least they had some
guidance.
Normally, it’s a rou-

tine matter. This is the
way most cities oper-
ate: department heads
giving their recommen-
dation and the mayor
and city council acting
on that recommenda-
tion.
But now, City Man-

ager Katrina Powell
said that based on the
advice of the city attor-
ney, her administration
will no longer give coun-
cil a recommendation
on who to hire.
That decision will be

up to the council with
no direction from the
city administration.
Why?
City Attorney Travis

Mihelick said the new
policy is based on past
experiences.
There are a couple of

problems with this new
policy, which is why we
think it needs to be
thought out a little
more.
First, the city council

and mayor are not ex-
perts in many of the
projects and services
that are bid out. In-
stead, they rely on the
expertise of the city ad-
ministration to give di-

rection and recommen-
dations.
Most cities we know

of do it that way, unless
there is now a new way
of thinking in municipal
government circles.
A bigger problem, as

we see it, is this new
policy inadvertently
opens the door to cor-
ruption.
Before we go further

with this thought, let us
say that we are not ac-
cusing anyone in local
elected office of being
corrupt or susceptible
to being corrupted.
But knowing human

nature, it is not incon-
ceivable that some-
where down the road
there might be some
who are so inclined. It’s
certainly not unheard
of.
What we mean by a

corrupting factor is that
bidders on projects can
approach elected offi-
cials who are the deci-
sion makers to vote in
favor of them via gener-
ous campaign dona-
tions.
In fact, it’s not illegal

for contractors and
business owners, and
their family and friends,
to make donations to
candidates. It happens
on all levels of govern-
ment, local, state and
national. Just check out
numerous stories of
elected officials accept-
ing donations from
high-powered lobbyists
and businesses.
We can foresee local

officials being easily in-
fluenced by the dona-
tions and articulating a
reason for accepting a
contractor’s bid that
may not be the lowest. 
Oh, they’ll present

their reason in words to
make it look as if even
though it’s a higher bid,
the work quality will be
better and hence in the
long run worth more
bang for the buck.
It will all sound very

reasonable.
Hamtramck’s situa-

tion, for now, is a little
more complicated
since there is a state-
appointed Transition
Advisory Board that
could reject contract
decisions and make
the council revisit the
matter.
But the TAB is a tem-

porary thing. We bet
that in two years when
a new governor is
elected the TAB will be
dissolved.
The reason we expect

the city administration
to have a hand in con-
tract recommendations
is not only is it the ex-
pert in such matters,
there are layers of vet-
ting to prevent a city de-
partment head from
being corrupted.
For instance, a recom-

mendation by a city de-
partment head must
also meet approval with
the city manager. That
recommendation is
then vetted by the city
council and mayor.
And if the council

goes against a recom-
mendation, they will
have a lot of explaining
to do.
And after that, there

is always the press and
local government
watchdogs looking over
financial decisions.
As for the reason

given to why there is a
new policy, City Attorney
Mihelick said it was be-
cause of past experi-
ences. What
experiences? What con-
tracts?
If he is saying there

are current contracts
that came about under
questionable circum-
stances, then it is up to
the city manager to
deal with it and take
corrective action. 
Bottom line here is

that the city administra-
tion and city attorney
need to reconsider this
policy. We see it leading
to a very slippery slope.

New city policy on awarding bids
will have unintended consequences 

Letters • Letters 

As a former member of
the Hamtramck Library
Board, I am very sensi-
tive when misleading in-
formation is reported as
news about the Library.  
The recent article pub-

lished in the Review was
inaccurate about several
issues.  As a publisher
of Polish Times newspa-
per I take my responsibil-
ity seriously to make
sure that what we pub-
lish is accurate and
when necessary add
comments from the edi-
tor to provide the facts.
(Editor’s note: The Re-

view reported in the story
that it reached out for
comment by Library Di-
rector Tamara Sochacka
but she was not avail-
able. At press time on
Thursday, she has not re-
turned a call for com-
ment.)
The article states sev-

eral things that are com-
pletely inaccurate, for
example: that Library
holds fancy dinners --
where in fact the Annual
Library Dinner is organ-
ized by the Friends of the
Library, not the Library it-
self, it is funded by ad-
vertising and ticket sales
and it honors individuals
who have made signifi-
cant contributions to the
Library and Hamtramck
community.  
Also the article men-

tions that the Library
should save funds by not
serving as a day care
center, where in fact the
Library's prime directive
from the Library of Michi-
gan is to serve stu-
dents.  
That is not being a day

care center.  
That is what Libraries

are all about.  New Li-
braries being built now,

provide not only access
to books or computers,
but also must provide
educational entertain-
ment activities for young
people to draw them in.
The main theme of the

article is that the Library
is overspending, where
in fact the Library has re-
duced its full time staff
by half, part-time staff by
one-third, and its book
purchases by 66%.
Also, it has not pur-
chased any new furniture
or equipment in years,
except for items that
have been paid for by the
Friends of the Library.
The Library annual

budget has been re-
duced by over 40% as
compared to five years
ago and this year, the
millage coming from
delinquent taxes (14% of
the budget) has been de-
layed due to extensions
of deadline for payment
of taxes from March to
June.
Also, one needs to

mention some of the
overcharges where funds
are withdrawn by the City
from the Library
Fund.  As an example,
the Library was charged
by the City over
$4700.00 for three tele-
phone lines, and not
until couple of years of
protests the charge was
adjusted to reflect the
true cost of $57.00 per
month.  That is over
$4000.00 a year in over-
charges.  Will the Library
get that money back?
When Louis Schimmel

served as the Emer-
gency Financial Manager
of the City of Ham-
tramck, he took a close
look at the Library oper-
ation.  With his help, the
Library budget almost

doubled, and on top of
that he found over
$200,000.00 of addi-
tional funds to make im-
provements to the
Library building.
The fact is, that the

Hamtramck Library oper-
ates on one of the small-
est budgets of all Class
IV Libraries in Michi-
gan.  It is the most effi-
ciently operated
department.  
With help of the volun-

teers and benefactors,
Hamtramck rivals in
services with libraries
that operate on budgets
going into millions.  It
would be nice if instead
of making inaccurate
statements about the Li-
brary our local organiza-
tions would spend that
energy to contribute in
fund raising to make
sure that this institution
that will celebrate 100
year anniversary in three
years, has the means to
provide necessary serv-
ices to our community.

Sebastian Szczepanski
Editor and Publisher of
Polish Times

(Editor’s note: The
writer of this letter is in-
correct in saying The Re-
view made the
statements referenced in
this letter. The Review
quoted a discussion held
by members of the Tran-
sition Advisory Board,
most notably TAB mem-
ber Cathy Square, the for-
mer emergency manager
of Hamtramck, and City
Manager Katrina Powell.
A full transcript of that
discussion, held on May
26, is available on a link
in the city’s website,
www.hamtramck.us.)

Article on the city’s library
finances was misleading



Family affair … We re-
ceived an email from
Angel Salatrik, of Tiny
Acres Hamtramck Farm-
ers Market,  about a spe-
cial make and take
workshop for kids this
Saturday (July 25).  
She says: “Kids can

choose between three
crafts: paint a dinosaur,
make a rubber stamp
collection or learn how to
paint fireworks.  
“We will also have

everyone's favorite in
season organic veggies
featuring cucumbers,
zucchini, to-go salads,
french gold beans, long
peppers, ham and
cheese or veggie crois-
sant sandwiches, jams,
muffins, necklaces, cup-
cakes and more!”
The Farmers Market is

open every Saturday
from noon to 4 p.m., and
is located at 2360 Ye-
mans on the corner of
Brombach, in the back-
yard of the maroon
house.  
Angel says they take

bridge cards, cash and

credit.
She also added: “We

will be hosting special
events all season
long. For updated infor-
mation on the Tiny Acres
Farmers Markets events
like Tiny Acres on Face-
book.”   

Photo exhibit … Don’t
forget, this week there is
a new display of photos
chronicling the old Pole-
town neighborhood be-
fore it was destroyed to
make way for the GM Po-
letown plant.
Photographer Bruce

Harkness visited the
area more than 90 times
and took some 550 pho-
tos of the architecture,
street scenes, residents
and panoramic views of
the area.
The result was an inci-

sive photo essay of a
neighborhood undergoing
a wrenching transforma-
tion.
To this day the photos

remain powerful. See for
yourself at the “Poletown
1981” exhibit of 50 pho-

tos by Harkness that will
be on display through
Aug. 30 at the Ham-
tramck Historical Mu-
seum, located at 9525
Jos. Campau.

Good job … We re-
ceived an update from
Kathy Angerer, the city’s
Director of Community &
Economic Development,
about the good works
being performed by high
school students partici-
pating in a GM internship
program.
The students, from

Hamtramck High, de-
cided to take on cleaning
up Holbrook Gardens
this summer. The city-
owned park had not been

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110
HUD Certified

John Ulaj
Commercial Broker/Owner
A HUD Certified Agent

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Thinking of 
Buying or Selling
Real Estate?

Put experience to
work for you!

Looking to buy single & 
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

leanneconger@gmail.com

Single Family Homes
3062 Lehman - $59,900  PENDING!
9810 Dequindre - $74,900 - NEW!
Multi-Family Homes
9721 Dequindre - $34,900 - NEW!
2264 Edwin $49,900 - NEW!
Vacant Land
Holland Rd. - Clay Twp. - $139,900 REDUCED!
12502 Corunna, Clayton Twp.  - $34,900
Sutton - Dryden - $37,500 - NEW!
Crawford - $32,900 - NEW!
Rochester Rd - $94,900 - NEW!
Warren
8311 Toepfer - $28,000 - NEW PRICE!
Imlay City
270 W. Third St. - $77,700 - PENDING
105 Grove - $94,900 Bank Owned BACK ON MAR-
KET!

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

Mussey Twp.
13604 Kaufman - $139,900 PENDING
Lapeer
302 Devonshire (Condo) - $249,900 - NEW!
Sterling Heights
3722 Rhoten - $153,000 - NEW PRICE!
41426 Harvard - $144,900 - NEW PRICE!
Almont
8550 Hough Rd. - $369,900 - NEW!
3659 Hollow Pine Ct. - $499,900 - NEW!
Armada
22363 32 Mile Rd. - $279,000 - NEW!
Mayfield
1067 Farnsworth - $99,900 - NEW!
Attica
5623 Attica - $239,900 - NEW!
Bruce Twp.
77715 Hipp - $195,700 - NEW! BANK OWNED!

Land Contracts 
Available on  Many 
of my properties!

DiamondRealty and Associates

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger
Hamtramck Native/Specialist

Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist 

9810 Dequindre
$74,900
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Coming events
SATURDAY, July 25, 6 p.m.-10 p.m. – Cele-

brate America in Hamtramck at Keyworth Sta-
dium, 3201 Roosevelt. Bring the entire family
to this free event to enjoy live music and danc-
ing, petting zoo, inflatables, food, carnival
games and fireworks!

SATURDAY, Aug. 8, 9-3 p.m. – Hamtramck’s
Recycle Center is open at Caniff and Mc-
Dougall. Drop off your recyclables for free.

SATURDAY, Aug. 8, 2-8:30 p.m. – The Ham-
tramck 5th Annual Community Reunion Picnic
will be held at Pulaski Park (on Lumpkin be-
tween Edwin and Norwalk). All past present
and future Hamtramck residents are wel-
comed to this event, which features DJ Bush,
DJ Lemuel and special guest DJE. Charitable
contributions, such as school supplies, are en-
couraged. Children must be accompanied by
an adult. No alcoholic beverages allowed and
no smoking in the park. For more information
call Mr. Michael (Boss Man) Wimbush, (313)
310-8129 or (313) 883-4889.

WEDNESDAY, Aug. 19, 7 p.m. -- The Ham-
tramck Midtown Block Club will meet in St. Flo-
rian's Convent; please use the side entrance.

Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900
danrojek@remax.net

BACK ON THE MARKET!
3279 Belmont • Hamtramck

Situated on a double-lot (60’ x 100’) Living Room,
Dining Room, Kitchen on the First Floor. 2-Bed-
rooms, Bath, additional room on the second floor.

$44,900
 

Take a tour at: http://tour.remax-detroit.com/home/MPEQXB

Get Out on the Hamtown!

2 Story brick commercial building with partially
finished apartments on 2nd floor.

Great space for warehousing or retail market.

High traffic corner with huge visibility. 
This has great income potential. First floor
been partially divided, 60% rehabbed. 

City parking lot in rear.

Sold as-is and seller will consider all 
reasonable offers. Proof of funds required.

Call now 248-581-0166 ext 710 
ask for Mr. Shakoor of Front Page Realty.

9800 Joseph Campau • $150,000 

• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge)

A professional pharmacy
serving your needs.

Support Your Local 
Businesses - Get Out 
on the Hamtown!

maintained for a few
years and really needed
a thorough do-over. 
Well, the students put

a lot of sweat into the
project, and the park now
looks terrific.
Thanks, kids.

Litter, litter, every-
where … There is one
thing you can count on in
Hamtramck: There will al-
ways be a mound of litter
and debris behind Ham-
tramck’s worst corporate
neighbor, Rent-A-Center,
or RAC as it is also
known as.
The company is located

on Jos. Campau just
south of Caniff, and the
alley behind it is always
filthy. The city has been
on the company about
this persistent problem,
but the company appar-

ently doesn’t care.
Looks like the company

needs another reminder
from the city.

Getting a head start
… It’s not too early to en-
roll in a Head Start pro-
gram run by Wayne
Metropolitan Community
Action Agency.
The organization, which

holds its program here in
Hamtramck, is enrolling

kids 3 to 5 years old
The program is free for

eligible families. Included
in the program are pre-
school education, break-
fast and lunch, disability
services and access to
dental services as well.
For more information

call (313) 202-0255 or go
to its Facebook page at:
facebook.com/wmhead-
start.

9536 Mitchell, Hamtramck
Completely renovated, single

family house, 3-4 BR

$74,900



By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime cov-

ers July 14-20.

Tuesday, July 14
• A man was arrested

in the 2200 block of
Faber after threatening
another man with a
knife.
• A house break-in was

reported in the 2300
block of Burger.
• At 2 a.m. officers in-

vestigated a suspicious
situation involving a man
being seen pulling on
door handles of vehicles.
• At about 4:30 a.m. a

McDougall man reported
the theft of his two scoot-
ers from his backyard.
• A Norwalk resident

reported the theft of his
license plate while his
car was parked in the
9600 block of Jos. Cam-
pau.
• A Jacob resident re-

ported a garage break-in
and the theft of her lawn-
mower. The resident said
her door lock was cut off.
• A woman reported a

male stole her cellphone
while she was on Jos.
Campau.
• A Hamtramck juve-

nile was arrested for a
previous robbery report.
• A Sterling Heights

resident reported the
theft of his car while it
was parked in the 11700
block of McDougall.

• A Jacob resident re-
ported being robbed by
his step-son during an ar-
gument.

Wednesday, July 15
• At 2:30 a.m. a resi-

dent reported she was
possibly being stalked by
a male in the 11300
block of Mackay.
• A Danforth resident

reported the theft of his
bike while in the 9000
block of Jos. Campau. A
male suspect was seen
and described as wear-
ing black clothing and
carrying a red bag.
• A driver fled on foot

after being stopped for a
traffic violation. The
driver was later identified
and issued several tick-
ets.
• A Roosevelt resident

reported four juvenile
males robbed his cell-
phone while he was at
Roosevelt and Jos. Cam-
pau.

Thursday, July 16
• A resident from

Smith’s Creek was ar-
rested a little after 11
p.m. for drunk driving.
• A resident reported

the theft of their license
plate while their car was
parked in the 3200 block
of Hanley.
• A suspect was ar-

rested for possessing
stolen property.
• A Canton resident re-

ported the theft of his
2008 Ford Econoline
while parked in the 9000
block of Jos. Campau.
• A Mitchell resident

reported a garage break-
in and the theft of two
lawnmowers.

Friday, July 17
• At almost midnight a

resident was arrested for
being disorderly while in
the 2400 block of Bots-
ford.
• At about 11 p.m. a

15-year-old was arrested
for violating the city’s cur-
few. The teen’s parent
was issued a ticket.
• During a traffic stop,

a 300,000 volt Taser
was confiscated from a
16-year-old.
• At 2 a.m. a resident

was arrested in the
2400 block of Grayling
after pointing a loaded
rifle at his two room-
mates. Police also con-
fiscated a pair of brass
knuckles.
• At almost 2:30 a.m.

a St. Clair Shores woman
was assaulted by a man
and woman while in the
12000 block of Okla-
homa.
• At almost 5:30 p.m.

a Detroit resident re-
ported he was robbed of
his cellphone while at
Conant and Caniff. About
one hour later the victim
told police he paid the
suspect $50 to return

his phone.
• A Trenton resident

was ticketed for the “so-
licitation of goods.”
• A Lumpkin resident

reported he was robbed
of his cellphone while in
the 2300 block of
Burger.
• A Pulaski resident re-

ported he located his
stolen weed eater at a
business in the 10200
block of Conant.
• A resident in the

3800 block of Evaline re-
ported her television and
sound system were
stolen from her garage.
• A Hamtramck resi-

dent was arrested follow-
ing a traffic stop for
driving without a license
and obstruction.

Saturday, July 18
• A resident in the

2400 block of Pulaski re-
ported the theft of two
weed whackers, a bike
pump, a CD radio and
three gas cans from his
backyard.
• At almost 2 a.m. a

Farmington Hills man
parked his crashed car in
the area of Fleming and
Burger and then walked
around screaming and
waiving his loaded gun.
The man was arrested on
a number of charges.
• A Madison Heights

man reported the theft of
his maroon 1998 Dodge
Caravan while in the area
of Conant and Caniff.
• At about 2:30 a.m.

officers assisted an in-
jured resident with get-
ting into their home after
being locked out.
• A resident in the

2600 block of Yemans
was ticketed for calling
police for no reason.
• A resident in the

2600 block of Caniff re-
ported the theft of his
bike from his yard.

Sunday, July 19
• At about 2 a.m. a De-

troit resident was ar-
rested outside of White
Star bar for loitering fol-
lowing a large distur-
bance.
• At about 2:30 a De-

troit resident was ar-
rested for drunk driving
after a disturbance was
reported at Evaline and
Jos. Campau.
• At almost 4 a.m. a

Detroit woman was ar-
rested for felonious as-
sault after cutting her
boyfriend with a pocket
knife.
• A resident reported

someone shot a bullet
through their car wind-
shield while it was
parked in the 2600 block
of Pulaski. Officers found
a bullet in the front pas-
senger seat.
• A Charest man re-

ported his bike was
stolen while in the 9800
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Deadline for classifieds for
next week is Thursday at Noon

$20 for one week • $25 for two weeks 
• $40 for four weeks

(313) 874-2100
to Place Your Ad

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Hamtramck 

Since 1965.
• Licensed & Insured 
• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job In-

stallation or Repair
Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in all phases of 
Air Conditioning, Freon Charge,

Plumbing, Heating, Sewer 
Cleaning & Excavation. 

Service
Installation 
Repairs

Fast Same Day Service 
Radio Dispatched

BROTHERS ROOFING
& HOME REPAIR

ALL HOME REPAIRS Interior • Exterior
TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Shingle & Flat Roofs • Sidings & Gutters 
• Chimney Work • Porches

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & 
HEATING  

(313) 365-8630

7
/3
1
/1
5

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

892-2122

ROOFING

PLUMBING

6
/3
0
/1
3

Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated  
and Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE ESTIMATES

Senior Discount Available! 
Call for Details

HEATING & COOLING

PEST CONTROL

Hamtramck Pest Control LLC
12035 Joseph Campau

Hamtramck, MI 48212

313-704-3467 • 313-286-5728

Bring this ad in to enter a Contest for a
FREE 3 MONTH PEST CONTROL SERVICE

3 Lucky Customers
Will Win!

Offer good thru 
August 15. 

Restrictions apply.

Office 
Now 

Open in Hamtramck

— Regular Monthly Service as low as —

$47 /mo for Occasional Invaders

Bed Bug Treatment as low as $295 (initial service)

and Monthly Maintenance $67
*Additional charges will apply for any infestation of insect, rodent, bed bug, 

multi-unit homes and carpenter ants.

2300 Whalen St., Ham-
tramck, 2 br., water,
stove included, living
room, dining, good condi-
tion, next to Hamtramck
school, good neighbor-
hood, $500/mo. + secu-
rity. Section 8 or seniors
preferred, 586-718-
9690. 8/15

3 br. renovated apt. in
Hamtramck, $550/mo.
+ sec. deposit, 313-580-
5671. 8/7

9491 McDougall, Ham-
tramck, upper flat, 2 bed-
room,  kitchen, living
room, no pets. Ask for
Doda or David 586-722-
8963, 586-978-2363
7/24

Upper flat, across the
street from Maine St.
Restaurant, spacious,
ideal for students, all ap-
pliances included, hard-
wood floors, air
conditioning, 313-304-
7400. 7/31

2 br. lower, stove, fridge,
washer/dryer, call for
appt., 586-604-0553. 7/24

2 br. lower, stove, fridge,
washer/dryer, call for ap-
pointment, 586-604-
0553. 7/24

6035 Charles, Detroit,
very nice area, brick
house on a good street,
call Palo and Diane, 248-
659-2278, 248-659-
2325.

Beautiful Hamtramck 2
br. lower flat, fenced
yard, parking in back,
water and utilities not in-
cluded, $625/mo. + 2
mo. security deposit,
must have excellent
credit and references,
248-866-1110. 7/31

Detroit, 8 Mile + Schoen-
herr, 3 br. brick, full base-
ment, 1.5 bath, garage,
$750/mo. + sec. dep.,
no pets, excellent credit,
Section 8 ok, 586-945-
0317. 7/24

Hamtramck, 11808 N.
Joseph Campau, $650/
mo., call Gina, 313-892-
5635, 586-222-7304.
7/31

Experienced chef
wanted, full or part time,
313-304-7400. 8/7

Seamstress, Bloomfield
area, flexible hours, 248-
851-7397. 8/14

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT SPACE FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

Let Our Service
Directory 

Do the Work 
For You!

Call Dave Sweet
Today

313-874-2100

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

Advertisers should check their ad
following first publication. The
newspaper shall not be liable for
failure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publication
except to the extent of the cost of the
ad for the first day’s insertion. Ad-
justments for errors is limited to the
cost of that portion of the ad
wherein the error occurred. We re-
serve the right to classify, revise or
reject any classified advertise-
ment.

Continued on page 8

HOUSE FOR RENT
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— Dr. Kabra —
9811 Conant • Suite 2 

Comprehensive
Cleaning

$69
$190 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

Walk-Ins Welcomed. Open Saturday & Sunday too!
Exceeding Your Expectations

Consultation
Exam & X-Ray

$29
$75 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

We perform all areas of 
Dentistry with specialty in:

• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Endodontics
• Dental Implants 
• Oral Surgery
• Restoration & Whitening    
• Crown & Bridges
Enhancing your smile, health & life.

Proud
Supporter

of:

The lore of Hamtramck …
Continued from page 7

JULY SENIOR
$500 SPECIALS

POLONIA POLISH
RESTAURANT

2934 Yemans St. • Hamtramck
313-873-8432

Thursdays 
— All Day! —

Valid with this ad till 
July 31, 2015. Dine-in only. 

VARIETY OF
CHOICES

Soup &
Sandwich

10% Off
Suspension
Repairs

SPECIALIZING IN
Computer Diagnostics 

and 
Electronic Repair

Oil Change
$1999 Most Cars

FREE
10 Point Safety Inspection

Brake Service
Most Cars

$4995

A/C Check 
$3995
(1 lb. included)

ALIGNMENT

FREE Towing
Within 5 miles with
All Major Repairs

TIRE REPAIR Available

2929 Carpenter St. to the east
from Jos. Campau — Hamtramck

313-892-1200
Senior Citizen 
10% Discount

We Speak Ukrainian, Polish & Arabic

10% Off
Engine/Transmission

Replacement

Hours:
Mon-Fri 8am-6pm
Sat 9am-2pm

FREE OIL CHANGE
with Major 
Tune-up

block of Jos. Campau.
• A Botsford resident

was arrested after as-
saulting her girlfriend.

Monday, July 20
• At almost 1 a.m. a

resident was arrested at
Conant and Caniff after
threatening to stab an-
other man.
• At 4 a.m. two Detroit

residents were arrested
in the 12000 block of
Conant for a break-in.
• A Yemans resident

reported a break-in and
lumber being stolen.
• A resident reported

his bike was stolen while
he was at McDonald’s.
• A Faber resident re-

ported his bike was
stolen.

By Greg Kowalski
Finding your way around

Hamtramck’s past can be
more difficult than you
might think.
Take a look at a map of

the city. Our border lines
are all over the place.
We’re kind of boxy, but
certainly not square.
Some border lines jut out
in angles while other take
sharp right turns.
How did Hamtramck get

into the shape it’s in?
That’s not an easy ques-
tion to answer.  
There are maps of

Hamtramck going back to
the days when it was
formed as a township
back in 1798. At that
time, Hamtramck
stretched from the De-
troit River on the south
and Woodward Avenue on
the west to (Base Line)
Eight Mile Road on the
north and through the
Grosse Pointes on the
east. (The Grosse
Pointes split off to form
their own communities in
1848.)
Maps from throughout

the 19th century show
how Hamtramck Town-
ship disappeared bit by
bit, and the city of Detroit
grew and annexed the
township a piece at a
time.
By 1901 much of Ham-

tramck was gone. That’s
when a group of resi-
dents living in the area
we now know as Ham-
tramck formed the village
of Hamtramck and

mapped the current bor-
der lines.
Sort of. 
Look at a 1905 map of

Hamtramck and you’ll no-
tice a few odd things. For
one, the village was a mix
of built-up neighborhoods
and empty land. But
there’s something not

quite right about the
shape of the community.
It takes a close look at
the map to realize that
the village was shaped
differently than the city is
today. Back then, it ex-
tended farther to the
west. Somehow, likely
when the city borders
were adopted in 1922, a
piece of the village was
shaved off.
Many of the streets had

different names as well.
Does anybody remember
Nall Avenue? Sure you
do. It’s called Gallagher

today. How about Buford?
It’s Trowbridge now. Some
streets are simply gone.
Arthur, Cook, Harsha, Bis-
mark and Whiting were all
swallowed by the Dodge
Main factory once it got
going in 1910.
A few old maps still

show the route of Hol-

brook Creek that once im-
pressively flowed down
the site we now call Hol-
brook Avenue. A similar
creek once also defined
Carpenter Street. Both
were gone by the early
part of the 20th century.
In fact, the maps show
the rapid growth of the
town. 
In a matter of a handful

of years, Hamtramck
went from farmland and
trees into a forest of
smokestacks as 23 fac-
tories sprang up in this
2.1-square-mile commu-

nity.
It’s these details that

can tell so much about
the town without really
saying anything. A lot can
be learned and inter-
preted from old maps.
That’s why they are such
a treasure trove of infor-
mation.
This is going to be ex-

plored at the Hamtramck
Historical Museum on
Thursday, July 30, at the
next installment of the
“Hungry for History” pro-
gram. 
A PowerPoint presenta-

tion will give a fascinating
view into Hamtramck’s
past. This will be more
than just pictures of
maps, as accompanying
photos of the community
will help bring the maps
into focus.
Doors open at 5:30

p.m. and dinner is served
at 6 p.m. A catered din-
ner is $12 ($5 is tax de-
ductible). Doors for
persons attending the
program only open at
6:45 p.m., and the pro-
gram is free. It begins at
7 p.m.  All proceeds ben-
efit the Hamtramck His-
torical Museum, 9525
Jos. Campau.
To make a reservation,

got to the museum web-
site www.hamtramckhis-
tory.org and click on the
link “Look Between the
Lines” under the Latest
Events section on the
Home page. Or you can
call (313) 893-5027.

causing needless dam-
age.
At the same time gas

lines are going in, DTE
has been continuing to
replace city street lights
with energy-saving light

bulbs. That is expected
to greatly reduce the
city’s budget for keeping
street lights on.
In the meantime, mind

the orange barrels.

Wherever you go,
there are work crews
in the neighborhoods
Continued from front page

Taking a look between the lines

Sun., Aug. 2, 
5th Annual DION-led Belle Isle Playscape Area

Unity FREE PICNIC
from 11 am March for Marriage at McCarthur Bridge until 

5 pm. Walk on to Island for free.

Bishop Doctor A. Barnes: May my house of prayer and a home for
all peoples. Come pray, praise and enjoy the Creator, and, others

in a home-like atmosphere of joy, peace, love!
Wednesday, August 19, 6:30pm

At 2335 Grayling Street, West of Jos. Campau,
near Holbrook, Hamtramck MI 48212 

(313) 948-8563

“Follow me,” Jesus said. 
Hear Rev. Dr. Lawrence Ventline & 

Rabbi Dorit Edut, Imams. 

Join in the Motown Marriage Revival 
(under tent). August 26, 6:30pm

at Chene/Lafayette, across from the Rev. MLK, Jr.
Apts. Refreshments!

Contact Mutzim@aol.com, 
Call: (734) 546-4395

Revival 4 All
Who remembers Westminster or Farragut streets?
They were once part of Hamtramck. It’s details like
this that make maps so valuable.


