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Got a business in town
and have a good tale to
tell?

Hey, if you are a Ham-
tramck entrepreneur, you
likely have quite a story,
because, you know, this
is Hamtramck.

If so, the folks at the
New Economy Initiative
(NEI) and Model D are
inviting you to submit a
submission with a
chance for four lucky win-
ners to receive one-on-
one training with host
Shannon Cason, a Moth
MainStage storyteller and
GrandSlam champion. 

This is their Third An-
nual Startup Story Night,
a storytelling event for
metro Detroit entrepre-
neurs. This year’s theme,
“Don’t Call It a Come-
back!” focuses on taking
your business from the
brink to triumph over
startup woes. Submis-
sions are being accepted
now through Friday, Feb.
15, at 11:59 p.m. 

Interested entrepre-
neurs can submit a brief
overview of their startup
story online at: newecon-
omyinitiative.org

Last year, four local en-
trepreneurs shared their
stories on the lengths
they go for the love of
their businesses in front
of a packed audience at
the Charles Wright Mu-
seum of African American
History. 

Chicken

& Waffles

$ 699

Burger,

Fries & Beer

$ 699
Open Mon-Sat 6am-11:30pm

Closed Sunday

WE CATER!
Gift Certificates Stop in for aSmoothie!

Try Our 
Famous

Ribs

Gyro,

Fries & Pop

$ 799

FRD PHARMACY
9811 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 871-1115
Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

www.sav-mor.com

DRUG STORES

“Your Pharmacy Experts”
Additional Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and Generic

Medications

$400
GENERICS
30-DAY SUPPLY*

$999
GENERICS
90-DAY SUPPLY*

Over 500 drugs available. 
See www.sav-mor.com for details.

Manage Your Meds Anywhere with
the FRD Pharmacy MOBILE APP

TALK TO A DOCTOR
anytime, anywhere.

Introducing

My T Health Plus
Unlimited calls to a doctor,

for you and your family.
$1499

/mo.
www.MTHealthplus.com

Proudly 
Serving 

Hamtramck 
Since 1965.

• Licensed & 
Insured 

• Residential & 
Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any 

Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning or
Sewer Cleaning Job 

Installation or Repair
Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in all phases of
Air Conditioning, Freon Charge,

Plumbing, Heating, Sewer
Cleaning & Excavation. 

Service • Installation • Repairs

Fast Same Day
Service 

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com

Continued on page 2

By Charles Sercombe
An old saying used to

go that what was good for
General Motors is good
for America.

But folks living in the
cities where GM has an-
nounced it is ending work
at five North American
plants would disagree.

One of those plants is
the Detroit-Hamtramck
Assembly Plant, com-
monly known as the Pole-
town Plant.

The closing of those
plants, many say, is not
good for America.

But there are automo-
tive and financial consult-
ants who agree the
closings are good for GM.

According to Jeff Schus-
ter, President of Americas
Operation & Global Vehi-
cle Forecasting, in an ar-
ticle published online

with LMC Automotive con-
sultants, he says GM has
to shut down the plants
in order to invest in future
technologies and con-
sumer trends.

That primarily means
moving more toward man-
ufacturing SUVs and pick-
ups, as well as gear
toward electric-powered
vehicles and driverless

technologies.
In order to do this, said

Schuster, GM has to cut
costs now and use those
savings to invest in the

By Charles Sercombe
In a rare move, the city

council censured a fellow
member.

During an emotionally
draining council meeting
on Tuesday, there was
more than just a public re-
buke at issue: the discipli-
nary move against
Councilmember Ian Per-
rotta revealed a deep rift
among the councilmem-
bers.

The resolution to offi-
cially “censure” Perrotta
was submitted by Coun-
cilmember Saad Almas-
mari, who chastised
Perrotta for comments he
made two years ago and a
confrontation during a re-
cent closed-door council
meeting.

Councilmembers Anam
Miah, Abu Musa and Fadel
Al-Marsoumi joined in on
the resolution of censure.

Councilmember Andrea
Karpinski was opposed as
well as Perrotta, but both
asked their vote to be
recorded as a non-vote.

So, what is a censure?
It is a public reprimand –

or public shaming – that
does not remove a coun-
cilmember from office.

It simply criticizes a
member for his or her be-
havior or conduct.

(Editor’s note: Perrotta is
a copy editor for The Re-
view. He played no role in
the editing or proofreading
of this story.)

As for specifics of the
censure, it’s long and com-

It looks like Hamtramck will have to
brace for the closing of Poletown  

A city
council
divided 

Continued on page 3

When it comes to good
food and great times,
Hamtramck has plenty to
offer. In this column, we’ll
talk about what’s happen-
ing at our bars, restau-
rants and other events
throughout the city

By Charles Sercombe
Last Saturday’s bitter

cold and snowy day had
most folks hunkered in
at home.

Such was the case for
Hamtramck’s Eric Villa, a
well-known musician and

Love hurts, so go write
a song on a snowy day

SAM’S MARKET
2303 Commor at Fleming St. • Hamtramck

(313) 365-9693 Sale Dates: 
Jan 25-31

HOURS: Open Daily 8am-8pm, Sunday 9am-5pm

WICKeys Made 
$2 each

Idaho Potatoes

2/$5
Tomato, Chicken Noodle,

Cream of Mushroom
Campbell’s Soup

$110.75
Oz.

3 Pack Newport
Cigarettes

$2075
+ tax

Ground Chuck
$299

LB.

LB.

Pork Chops
$199

All Varieties
Our Family Milk

$269
Gallon

Maxwell House Coffee

2/$799
10.5 Oz.

Propane

$1899

Cheetos

2/$68.5 Oz.

Skinless, Boneless
Chicken Breasts

$169
LB.

All Flavors
Lays Chips

2/$67.75 Oz.

America’s Fresh
Detergent

99¢
14.10 oz.

w/exchange
+ tax

Keystone
Beer

$799
15 pack

+ Tax + Dep

5 Lb. 

Maruchan
Ramen

Noodle Soup

$149
6 Pack

Stroh’s Ice Cream

3/$10 $3.99
ea

All Varieties
Milwaukee’s

Best Beer

5/$524 oz. can
+ Tax 
+ Dep

$4.99 ea.

2.69 ea.

Premium 
Sweet Onions

2/$3 5 Lb. 

Shannon Cason

Continued on page 6

By the end of June, production will cease at the GM Poletown Plant, which could
mean the loss of $800,000 per year for Hamtramck. It now looks like the plant
will be permanently closed.

Eric Villa: He’s a lover not a fighter. Photo by Kayla Kopke



Kosciuszko Middle
School News

The following students
are students of the
month for December:
Roli Akhtar, Wasasm Al-
gahim, Mary Alhussein,
Shehab Almaisari, Na-
diah Begum,Projita
Biswas, Zerina Camo,
Zuayria Chowdhury,
Sneha Dey,Taikila Grove,
Benjamin Hatibovic, Mon-
tez Jones, Naser Karim ,
Cynthia Khess , Shawna
Lewis, Husam Mohamed,
Kanij Nessa, Zara
Qureshi, Mahzabin Rah-
man, Abdul Shaid, Nazifa
Suhal, Mohamed Thabet,
Celina Tramble-Mann, Jer-
emiah Williams and
Mahdi Zidan.  

Congratulations to
these students.                                   

Dickinson West Elemen-
tary School News

Dickinson West Stu-
dents of the Month for
January are:  Aprar Alha-
jaji (Mrs. Miller); Rawan
Alwajeeh (Ms. Gilbert);
Aleena Musanovic (Mrs.
Adamus); Radwan Alwajih
(Mrs. Lambdin); Irshrat
Niah (Mrs. Arnold); Sadiq
Chowdhury (Mrs. Ger-
stacker); Ahmed Uddin
(Mrs. Seawood); Genta
Kllokoqi (Ms. Carrico);
Sidney Pace (Mrs. Sliwin-
ski); Thaiybah Afrin (Mrs.
Twymon); Bashar Halemi
(Mrs. Segura-Torres);
Samithnur Chowdhury
(Mrs. Stoddard); Mehdi
Hussain (Mrs. Turczyn);
MD Alam (Mrs. Bradley);
Ja’Zelle Hamilton (Ms.
Mitchell-Kipila); Arnel Mu-
sanovic (Mr. Toboy);
Alayah Islam (Ms. Vujic). 

Congratulations to
these students.  

Upcoming Calendar:
• January 24 -- Report

Card #2 distributed.

Recreation Department
News 

For more information
give us a call at (313)
892-2635. Follow us on

Facebook for the most
up-to-date information:
www.Facebook.com/Ha
mtramckRecreationDe-
partment

Compiled by
Janice Gandelman

plicated.
For the record, Perrotta

said the allegations are un-
founded and are an at-
tempt to smear him.
Perrotta further said it is
an orchestrated attempt at
preventing him to become
a licensed attorney. 

Perrotta is in his last se-
mester at Wayne State
University’s law school.

“They censored me for
no other purpose than de-
stroy me,” he said on his
Facebook page the day
after the meeting.

He is threatening to file
a lawsuit against the city
for defamation, saying it
could jeopardize him from
becoming an attorney and
potentially earning “mil-
lions of dollars.”

The censure took issue
with comments Perrotta
said in 2017, but did not
specify what those com-
ments were other than
being about “recent immi-
grant arrivals to Ham-
tramck insinuating that, as
a group, they lacked basic
knowledge of and adher-
ence to community norms
related to sanitation and
property maintenance.”

The crux of the com-
plaint was that Perrotta’s
comment was of the mind-
set of a “European and
Western cultural superior-
ity over many of the immi-
grant cultures represented
by members of this Coun-
cil and the broader com-
munity.”

Perrotta said then his
comments were taken out
of context and was only

meant to spur a citywide
education program to get
all households to dispose
their garbage correctly.

There have long been
complaints of households
throwing out garbage in
bags or loosely without
using city-issued garbage
cans.

As for the incidents that
happened in a December
closed-door meeting, Al-
masmari accused Perrotta
of “physically assaulting a
member with whom he dis-
agreed and by attempting
to provoke physical alterca-
tions with other members.”

Both Perrotta and Almas-
mari filed counter-charges
of assault with the police
department. Councilmem-
ber Miah also accused Per-
rotta of assaulting him.

Perrotta vehemently de-
nies he assaulted anyone.
Instead, he said he was
pushed by Councilmember
Miah into Almasmari and
that he gently pressed his
finger against Miah’s chest
to ward him off.

He also said that Almas-
mari brushed his city-is-
sued notebook against the
side of his face.

None of the allegations
have led to criminal
charges or convictions.

Councilmember Karpin-
ski was absent from the
meeting. Mayor Karen Ma-
jewski said she did not see
what happened because
she is shorter than the
others and that she could
not see around them, but
did say there was inappro-
priate behavior “on both

sides.”
This isn’t the first time

Perrotta has faced criti-
cism from fellow coun-
cilmembers.

Councilmember Anam
Miah submitted a resolu-
tion of censure against
Perrotta in 2017 about
Perrotta’s comments
about how to educate the
city’s immigrant population
on the proper ways to dis-
pose household garbage
but withdrew it.

Again, Perrotta said his
comments were not meant
to disparage immigrant
communities in the city,
but only to formulate an
education for the city at
large.

In the meantime, there
were several residents
who said this spat casts
Hamtramck in a bad light.

“This in-fighting makes
me want to not live here,”
said Jean Johnson.

This is not the first time
there has been friction
among city councilmem-
bers.

The last significant flare
up was in the 1990s when
city councilmembers were
at odds with each other
and counter-threats of cen-
sures were made.

Until recently there has
been relative peace among
councilmembers for the
last several years. But the
nature of Hamtramck poli-
tics over the last several
decades has consistently
been contentious.

(The Review will have
more on this subject in next
week’s issue.)
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Get Out on the Hamtown!
Free Home Delivery

$4.00 • 30 DAY SUPPLY
$9.99 •  90 DAY SUPPLY

Send us your refills 24-hours a day
through our mobile app!

www.AzaalPharmacy.com

9834 Conant • Hamtramck
313-872-0021

Medical
Clinic 

On-Site

M-F 10am-6pm
Sat 10am-4pm

Sun closed

CURBSIDE
PICKUP &
DROP OFF
Call for details

GBP BD wW-i GKwU D”Pgv‡bi cÖKí

• wnU I cvwb
• Avjv`v ivbœvNi
• Av‡qi Abymv‡i fvov
• fe‡bi †fZ‡i WvK&
• e¨vqvgvMvi

• 24 N›Uv wbivcËv cvnvov 
• we‡bv`b †K›`ª
• kxZZvc wbqwš¿Z
• cvVvMvi

n¨vgUªvwgK wmwbqi cøvRv 
2620 njeªæK ÷ªxU, n¨vgUªvwgK  •  313 873 7787

n¨vgUªvwgK nvDwms Kwgkb (GBP& GBP& Gm&) eY©, †MvÎ, ag© , RvZxq Drm, wj½,  weKjv½ ev cvwievwiK Ae¯’v‡bi wfwË‡Z
Kv‡iI AeÁv K‡ibv|  ‡mKkvb 3 Gi †hvM¨Zvm¤úbœ AvMÖnx‡`i www.hud.gov G wbeÜb Ki&‡Z Aby‡iva Kiv hv‡”Q|

Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

2019 FREE TAX
SERVICES

IF YOUR ANNUAL
HOUSEHOLD INCOME
IS LESS THAN
$54,000! Monday, Feb-
ruary 4-March 25,
10am-4pm. Closed Feb-
ruary 18th and March
18th, 2019. Call (313)
388-9799 or (734)
284-6999 for an ap-
pointment

Toddler Time –
Through March 14,
Thursdays, 11:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. Children
up to age 5 and their
parents and caregivers
are invited for songs,
storytelling and play-
time.

Movie Night – Tues-
days at 4 p.m., family
friendly movies, snacks
provided.

Prime Time Family
Reading – Thursdays,
March 28-May 2, 5:30 -
7 p.m. Join us for a six-
week reading
experience for families
with children 6 to 12
years old. Adults and
children will participate
together, sharing a
meal, reading excellent
books, discussing big
ideas and learning tips
for reading at home.
Pre-registration is re-
quired.

Tech Club – Thurs-
days, 5:30-6:45 p.m.
Jan. 24, intro to Ar-
duino, Jan. 31, Makey
Music, Feb. 7, Sphero
Maze, Feb. 14, Simple
Machines, Feb. 21, Ar-
duino Programming,
Feb. 28, Code Sphero.

March Youth Art
Month – Wed., March
13 (3:30 p.m.) and
Thurs., March 21 (5:30
p.m.), architecture and
drawing.

Hamtramck Music
Fest – Friday, March 8,
Saturday, March 9. Join
the library for this com-
munity event.

Michigan Activity
Pass -- The pass will en-
able Library card hold-
ers to obtain a one-time
free entry into any
Michigan State park or
recreation area, and
free entry into over 100
participating cultural in-
stitutions.   Ask at the
circulation desk for
more details.

For more information about events at the library call 
(313) 733-6822, or visit its website at

http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you can also access 
the online catalog. The library is located at 2360 Caniff.

This week at the library...

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Best quality for the best prices.

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$850
Men’s Cut

$950

9517 Jos. Campau
— Hamtramck —

Call for Hours

A city council divided
Continued from front page 

Above: Dickinson West Elementary School Honor Stu-
dents for the month of January pose for a photo.
Below: Kosciuszko Middle School Honor students
also pose for a photo.
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Get Yourself 
NOTICED!
Place an Ad in 

The Review Today
Call (313) 874-2100

Second Front Page
It’s Time to Pray, 

Please Join Us
We are a Multicultural Parish Family

Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.

Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-5191   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

We are an Active
Parish Serving the

Community 

Celebrating 96 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and
Democratic Church

January 26 - P.N.C.C. Detroit Circle
Choir Concert "Joy to You and Me",

Holy Cross Hall 12;30 pm

February 9 - Soup Kitchen 2-4 pm,
Everyone Welcome!  

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

Leaders
in Short-Term

Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery 
and quality care through 
our comprehensive 
rehabilitation program.

HENRY FORD 
MEDICAL CENTER

Hamtramck

Discover all the convenient ways you can connect with Henry Ford, 
whether you Call, Click or Come In to see us. We offer early and late 
appointments. The ability to message your doctor online. Same-day care.

HEAL THCARE THA T FI T S YOUR SCHEDULE

For a same-day primary care appointment,  
call (313) 972-9000 or visit henryford.com/sameday

9100 Brombach

Offering the following services:
• Family Medicine
• Laboratory and Pathology
• Obstetrics and Gynecology
• Autism Services
• Staff who speak Arabic and Bengali
• Health Insurance Enrollment  

  Assistance

Henry Ford MyChart
• Message your doctor online
• View your test results
• Renew your prescriptions

HAMTRAMCK, USA
SUPPORT THIS DOCUMENTARY

ABOUT THE WORLD IN 
2 SQUARE MILES

LAUNCHGOOD.COM/HAMTRAMCKDOC

City Hall Insider …City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days? 
We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.

By Charles Sercombe
The city council met on

Nov. 27, and all coun-
cilmembers, except Saad
Almasmari, were present. 

During the public com-
ment portion of the meet-
ing, attorney Mark Koroi
said he is pleased that
the city has dedicated a
park in honor of those
who were victimized by
the city in a housing dis-
crimination incident that
occurred in the 1960s.

Those who were dis-
placed in the incident
eventually filed a class-ac-
tion lawsuit and won.

“It’s good to see we’re
honoring the people in the
case,” Koroi said.

Robert Zwolak encour-
aged the attorneys who
worked on the housing
discrimination lawsuit to
donate to a fund created
to build the park.

In another matter,
Zwolak said city officials
need to address the issue
of the GM Poletown plant
closing, and the financial

consequences it will
mean to the city.

“You have some work
ahead of you,” said
Zwolak, who is a former
city councilmember. “I
don’t envy you.”

City Manager Kathy An-
gerer discussed a pro-
posed contract with
InfoSend, Inc. to take over
creating city bills, such as
water bills, and mailing
them out. Angerer said
the city’s current contrac-
tor is unable to make the
bills “user-friendly.”

The council OK’d the
contract.

In another contract pro-
posal, the council agreed
to purchase recycling bins
at a cost not to exceed
$13,000.

The city is still working
on where to place the
bins, but they could possi-
bly end up at the Ham-
tramck Recycling Co. site.
Mayor Karen Majewski
said she would still like to
see curbside recycling.

In a brief financial

overview of the city, Finan-
cial Director Susan Hen-
dricks said “we’re still
looking good.”

But, she said, there are
“some concerns” loom-
ing.

Hendricks said she was
putting together financial
projections for the next
two years.

In light of future finan-
cial impacts to the city, a
short discussion was held
on GM’s announcement
that it was shutting down
production at its Poletown
Plant, from which the city
receives about $800,000
per year.

Mayor Majewski said
she had been interviewed
by about 20 media out-
lets regarding the closing.

“It’s been a whirlwind,”
she said.

Councilmember Anam
Miah said the closing is
“truly going to be a chal-
lenge.”

“It’s going to be all
hands on deck, from the
governor on down,” Miah

added.
Although the financial

blow to the city will be sig-
nificant, Miah vowed Ham-
tramck will “not become
Buick City” – which is a
reference to Flint, where
GM shut down a number
of plants that led to Flint’s
ongoing financial trou-
bles.

As for the employees
being affected by the Po-
letown closing, Miah said
“GM is going to have to
look out at the families.”

Speaking further on the
issue, Majewski said she
and the city administra-
tion are “working to make
sure Hamtramck is at the
table” when it comes to
discussions about what
to do with the plant site.

“It’s important we think
creatively,” Majewski said.
“It’s life-changing.”

The council broke into a
closed session to discuss
a proposed contract with
the police officers’ union.
After the meeting the
council, except for Andrea
Karpinski, voted to accept
the contract.

The contract calls for
having officers cross-train
as firefighters, which was
something Karpinski ob-
jected to.

City Attorney James
Allen said the city has “no
other options at this
point” to have officers
train to take on fire sup-
pression services.

City Manager Angerer
said the city is still look-
ing into joining or creating
a fire authority with other
communities to help keep
the fire department sepa-
rate from the police de-
partment.

Besides that aspect in
the contract, officers will
receive a salary increase.

Majewski said she
hopes that bump in pay
will encourage officers to
stay with the department
and not seek jobs with
other departments.

future.
“The auto industry is

facing the most profound
transformation since its
inception, going from tra-
ditional internal combus-
tion engine (ICE) vehicles,
with human drivers, to
electric motors replacing
ICEs and autonomous ve-
hicles replacing drivers,”
Schuster said.

“This transformation re-
quires an immense
amount of investment
capital that will likely not
produce a return for quite
some time. In this envi-
ronment, inevitably,
something had to give to
fund the investment and
keep shareholders on
board.”

The loss of Poletown,
which has a small portion
of the plant on the Ham-
tramck side of the Detroit
border, will be financially

devastating for Ham-
tramck, which gets about
$800,000 per year in lieu
of taxes.

There has been much
speculation on whether
GM is seriously going to
close the plants in ques-
tion or is just using the
threat to get contract con-
cession from UAW em-
ployees.

Well, the answer to that
question appears clear
now.

In a wide-ranging inter-
view with the media at
the recent Automotive
News World Congress,
GM CEO Mary Barra said
there is little chance the
Poletown Plant will be re-
tooled to build GM’s cars
of the future.

According to media re-
ports, Barra told re-
porters that GM also has
other plants that are not

running at full capacity.
That means GM has to
concentrate on increas-
ing production at those
facilities.

She is encouraging
workers who will be idled
this coming summer to
transfer to positions in
other GM plants that
have current vacancies.

Hamtramck City Man-
ager Kathy Angerer re-
cently told The Review
that she has been in
talks with GM and is
being offered assistance
by the state economic de-
velopment department.

Angerer said she can’t
go into detail on what the
talks entail.

What is becoming in-
creasingly clear is that
Hamtramck has to pre-
pare for a huge financial
blow in the coming year.

It looks like Hamtramck will have to
brace for the closing of Poletown
Continued from front page 

By Charles Sercombe
A few months ago we

noted an ongoing number
of folks being found
passed out drunk on our
city streets.

Believe it or not, despite
this being winter, police
officers are still finding
folks sleeping off a drunk
in our streets, alleys and
even porches.

This past week’s frigid
temperatures prompted
the police department to
issue a warning on its
Facebook page to be on
the lookout for people
who are homeless.

If you see someone
passed out on the

ground, call 911 immedi-
ately.

But if you suspect
someone is homeless
and is outside during
these severe cold snaps,
call the Detroit Rescue
Mission at (313)-993-
4700. Volunteers will
drive to wherever the per-
son is and take him or her
to a shelter.

Temperatures are ex-
pected to take another
dip this weekend, so take
notice.

In an update of another
crime trend, cold weather
does not deter “porch pi-
rates” from stealing pack-
ages from our porches.

There are still almost
weekly reports of this.

Having a security cam-
era recording the goings-
on can help capture the
image of a thief, but there
is little guarantee you will
have luck in identifying
them.

Another option is having
your packages delivered
to a relative or a friend
who is at home during the
day.

Or, as we suggested,
stop purchasing items on-
line and go out and sup-
port a local business.
That way you can take
your item directly home,
safe and sound.

Crime Watch …
Keep an eye out for the homeless during severe cold days 
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By Charles Sercombe
This year’s Martin

Luther King, Jr.’s break-
fast was a bit more fiery
than usual.

You can credit – or
blame -- President Trump
for that.

One of the themes that
ran through Monday’s
breakfast held at the
Hamtramck High School
Community Center was a
criticism of the Trump ad-
ministration.

The 22nd annual break-
fast, sponsored by The
Concerned Women of
Hamtramck, not only was
held to commemorate
King, but to also shine a
light on the public school
district’s students through
their songs, dances, es-
says, and music perform-
ances.

As usual, the students
put on an inspiring show
with the top three win-
ners, chosen by the audi-
ence, receiving cash
prizes.

The first-place winner
was Tarik Custovic, of
Kosciuszko Middle School
(he received $100); sec-
ond place was the Cos-
mic Players of Hamtramck
High School ($50 prize);
and HHS student Tahmina
Begum came in third ($25
prize).

Tarik Custovic recited
his essay reflecting on
King, and got a round of
applause with his shot at
Trump:

“If Martin Luther King
was president, he’d build
a bridge – not a wall,”
Custovic said.

Tahmina Begum dazzled

the 200 or so attendees
with her amazing voice –
a voice that is far more
mature than her years. It
wouldn’t be a surprise if
she goes on to bigger
stages later in life.

Bringing down the
house, so to speak, was a
jaw-dropping gospel per-
formed by Daisy Edge,
who is also a member of
The Concerned Women.

After folks settled down
from that, which was a
hard act to follow, The
Rev. Dr. Wallace R. Mills,
Jr., a pastor at New
Ebenezer Baptist Church,
located just outside of
Hamtramck, shook the
rafters in the Community
Center with an oratory
lambasting Vice President
Mike Pence.

Pence had earlier com-
pared Trump’s desire for a
wall to be built along the
US-Mexican border to
MLK’s famous “I Have a
Dream” speech.

Critics accused Pence
of distorting King’s mes-
sage, and critics of the
wall say it is a waste of
money, won’t be effective,
and is racist.

(Trump has character-
ized those who cross the
border illegally as danger-
ous criminals and drug
carriers.)

Mills, who was born in
Hamtramck’s St. Francis
Hospital, said this year’s
MLK celebration was
being held “under a cloud
of a 31-day (government)
shutdown.”

Under the Trump admin-
istration, he said the na-
tion is being subjected to

Hamtramck’s MLK celebration once again highlights students
“division.”

“We’re in bad shape,”
Mills said.

As for Pence’s reference
to Trump and King, Mills
fired back.

“Don’t misrepresent the
man (King) or his mes-
sage,” Mills said. “He
(King) was talking about
people coming together.”

Mills continued, saying:
“We walk in freedom.

Hate will not deny us. …
We are not going back to
yesterday. Things will get
better.”

It wasn’t all politics.
Mills went at length to
praise Hamtramck as a
model city of diversity.

“Hamtramck has be-
come a universal city. …
We’ve opened doors to
opportunity. Be proud of
Hamtramck.”Scenes from Monday’s annual Dr. Martin Luther King,

Jr. Breakfast held at the Hamtramck High School
Community Center.
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Metro news…

Review: Opinion Page

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600

$895

In Our Opinion

Recently the city coun-
cil adopted an update
for an ordinance regulat-
ing business signs.

For those not familiar
with government, yes,
cities regulate all sorts
of things.

Mayor Karen Majewski
hailed the process of
adopting a new ordi-
nance as a prime exam-
ple of “compromise.”

While we applaud the
mayor for seeking com-
mon ground, the process
was not smooth, and the
city caved to some of the
worst impulses of some
councilmembers.

But first let’s back up.
The ordinance went

through a rigorous re-
view by the city’s Plan
Commission, which is
comprised of volunteer
residents who are ap-
pointed based on their
valuable knowledge of
things like this.

It’s hard enough to find
anyone to serve on a
non-paying city commis-
sion, but to find folks

who have experience
and knowledge of cer-
tain city functions to vol-
unteer is nearly
impossible.

A bare majority of
councilmembers, urged
on by a handful of busi-
ness owners, insisted
on further changes to
the ordinance, namely al-
lowing business signs to
be bigger. That was a
slap in the face of the
folks who sit on the Plan
Commission.

Progressive cities limit
the size and type of
signs in order to avoid
signage pollution – the
kind of gaudy signage
one sees in the suburbs.

Bigger is definitely not
better. In fact, it’s just
the opposite: less is
more.

And the problem with
this type of thinking is
that once you allow big-
ger signs to go up, even-
tually businesses will
insist they need even
bigger signs.

It’s a slippery slope,

folks.
Some business own-

ers also insisted on al-
lowing businesses to
cover up more and more
of their windows with
ridiculous promotional
signs.

Again, this just adds to
an overall gaudy image –
plus it deters police offi-
cers and firefighters
from being able to look
inside businesses to
see what’s happening in
the case of emergen-
cies.

Some also wanted
flashing, annoying light-
ing and inflatables —
just about everything a
city like Sterling Heights
has.

Sometimes leadership
requires avoiding the
temptation to please a
few and make decisions
that are right for the city. 

Some Hamtramck offi-
cials have once again
failed to show such lead-
ership.

What’s in a sign? Plenty
when they pollute the city
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Helping hand… As of
Thursday, when we went
to press, there was still a
federal government shut-
down.

That means some
800,000 federal employ-
ees nationwide have
been working over a
month without getting a
paycheck.

That number includes
our very own postal carri-
ers who have been trudg-
ing through this snow
and cold without pay.

Like most folks in this
country, they are living
paycheck to paycheck.
We have seen numerous
reports of local busi-

nesses reaching out to
these folks in their time
of need.

Some businesses are
offering deep discounts
to laid off government
workers, and there are a
number of restaurants of-
fering free meals.

Here is our challenge
to local business folks –
especially you restaurant
owners: Let’s step up to
the plate and do some-
thing nice for these em-
ployees.

For restaurants, how
about offering at the very
least free soup?

Or how about local
parishes and mosques

organizing food banks?
Any other ideas?
Anyone who has a deal

to offer these employees,
give us a call at (313)
874-2100 and we will
promote your offer.

Hamtramck has a long
history of helping our
neighbors in time of
need. Now is the time to
rise to the challenge.

On a personal level,
say something nice to
your postal worker.
Words of solidarity and
comfort go a long, long
way. They are all part of
our community and fami-
lies.

It’s said that whatever
happens to Detroit, so
goes Hamtramck. Our
friends over at modeldme-
dia.com have been re-
porting on fascinating
development projects for
the past several years.

This week, with their
permission, we are shar-
ing one of their features:

The Detroit Zen Center
has had its number of
challenges in recent
years.

Some challenges,
mostly with the center's
building, would take the
patience of a monk to
withstand. The biggest of
which was a massive
flood that forced the cen-
ter to partially close and
nearly to move. 

But instead of relocat-
ing, the Detroit Zen Cen-
ter reaffirmed its
commitment to Detroit
and Hamtramck. 

And to decrease the
likelihood of a disaster
like that happening
again, the center will be
installing a green roof —
essentially a layer of liv-
ing plant matter — on its
main building and have
launched a crowdfunding
campaign to help pay for
it.

The final renovation will
result in a roof that can
absorb approximately
10,000 gallons of rain-
water, be a place for res-
idents and guests to
enjoy tea from the cen-
ter's cafe, and also act
as a model for an area
that has had chronic is-
sues with stormwater
management. 

In 2014, the Detroit
Zen Center was hit with
what Hillary calls an
"epic" flood. It started
raining at 5 p.m. and by
2 a.m. there was four
feet of storm-sewage
water in the lower-level.
The flood destroyed
everything, from the food
bins and power tools to
the walk-in refrigerator
and $13,000 dehydrator
room. 

"The business was lit-
erally washed away in a
night," Hillary says.

She estimates the total
cost of abating and re-
placing the damage at
over $100,000. 

Several people on the
Detroit Zen Center's
board wanted to move to
a place where there
would be wealthier
donors and less building
insecurity. 

But the center ulti-
mately doubled down on
Hamtramck and haven't
looked back since. 

The center eventually
managed to get enough
money from its insurance
company to cover most
of the cost and has done
major renovations to pre-
vent future flooding.  

The green roof the cen-
ter will be installing is the
final piece a larger proj-
ect it's has undertaken
to manage its stormwa-
ter — and encourage the
city of Hamtramck to do
the same. 

In 2009, the center
had a smaller green roof
installed on the corridor
connecting the medita-
tion hall to the residence.

It also manages a rain
and rock garden.

One of the best green
roof professionals in the
United States will be in-
stalling the roof. Clayton
Rugh, director of XeroFlor
North America, helped in-
stall the 454,000-
square-foot green roof on
Ford Motor Company's
Truck Plant at the Rouge
Center, which set the
Guinness Book of World
Records for "largest liv-
ing roof" in 2004. 

Rugh says green roofs
confer a number of bene-
fits. There is of course
stormwater manage-
ment, which not only re-
duces runoff but also
pollutants that might be
carried into a drain sys-
tem or building. 

They help cool the
building and encourage
habitat growth through
pollinating insects and
flowering plants. 

Green roofs are also
much cleaner — and not
just the final product.
"You minimize all that
demolition, waste, landfill
material, and construc-
tion activity that can be
harmful," says Rugh. "As
well as the bottom line
for the business owner."

That's because green
roofs last up to 50 years;
much longer than a tradi-
tional roof. 

The Detroit Zen Cen-
ter's Patronicity crowd-
funding campaign to help
pay for its green roof ren-
ovation ends Dec. 17.

By Aaron Mondry
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Get It Sold in the
Real Estate Corner

Call Dave at 
(313) 874-2100 to

Place Your Ad!

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110
HUD Certified

Looking to buy single & 
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Certified 
Residential 
Specialist

John Ulaj 
Commercial Broker/Owner

A HUD 
Certified Agent

leanneconger@gmail.comOffice (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

DiamondRealty and Associates

Leanne 
Zaliwski-Conger

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker 

Multi-Million Dollar Producer

14210 Masters Rd.,
Berlin Twp. - 
Custom Built 
Log Home on 

desirable 
10 acre parcel

$294,900

27881 
Sylvan, 
Warren

Brick Ranch,
3 beddrooms,

1.5 baths.
$134,900

11518 Nagel
Large, single

family or 
multi-family
$119,900

Sell Your Home for Top Dollar!

2922 
Carpenter,

Brick 
Commercial

building, 
$299,900

11327 
Fleming
$24,900

2265 
Norwalk 
Multi-family or

large single family,
full basement, 
2-car garage

NEW PRICE!

$89,900

12092
Mitchell

NEW PRICE!
$74,900

Multi-
Family

• We accept most 
insurance policies

• Our prices are very 
competitive

• We carry a large selection 
of natural products, Polish
medicines and cosmetics

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge)

A professional
pharmacy 

serving your
needs.

Chet Kasprzak
Pharmacist

PENDING!

NEW!
11593 

Lumpkin
Single family

home

$99,900

SOLD!

Drowning in Mortgage Debt?
I Can Help...

I buy properties in 
as-is condition for CASH!

PENDING!

raconteur. His current
band is the pop-punk
outfit, The Devious Ones.

He also lives next door
to Mayor Karen Majew-
ski, but that’s neither
here nor there.

So, where were we?
Oh yeah, so what do

most folks do when they
feel confined at home?

Probably watch some
bad TV, read a book, get
around to doing this or
that or if you have kids,
find ways to entertain
them.

Well, Eric being a musi-
cian, and Hamtramck is
home to dozens of these
creative folks, he got in-
spired and wrote a little
number, put it to tape
and posted it online.

We got an email from
him and checked it out,
cause, heck, we are in-
side at home bored out
of our mind.

Our guess is it’s about
a bad break-up. Some-
thing about the title, “Go
Play in Traffic,” was a hint
– or maybe it was just
something he kept hear-
ing as a kid, heh-heh.

Anyway, pour some-
thing warm and alcoholly
and check it out on the
link we have online under
the Toast of the Town
tab. Yes, we have up-
dated the story since
last Saturday when we
first posted it. 

If you want to hear his
tune go online to: 
https://bit.ly/2G1yQFP.

(Oh yeah, a local re-
porter who has been
here in town way past his
welcome can be heard
on the tune as well. Edi-
tor’s note: Keep your day
job.)

As for that snowy Sat-
urday, it sure made for a
gorgeous day for photo

bugs.
Our City Life columnist

Walter Wasacz was out
on the street, which is
his beat, and snapped
some photos.

Enjoy.

Continued from front page

KUREK
Sherry Kurek (nee DiCi-

acca), 61, died January
23, 2019.

Mrs. Kurek was the lov-
ing wife of John; mother
of Kenneth (Paulette) Di-
Ciacca, Kristi (Jimmy) Ad-
kins, and John (Christina)
DiCiacca; beloved sister
of Jackie Stewart, Eugene
"Sonny" (Joann) DiCiacca,
Cindy DiCiacca.  Sherry is
also survived by ten
grandchildren, two great
grandchildren, nieces and
nephews.

Sherry was a member
of the Detroit Police Re-
serves and a retired para-
medic for the Detroit Fire
Department.  In her retire-
ment, she loved taking
care of her dogs.

Memorial visitation is
Sunday, January 27,
2019 from 2-8 p.m. at Ju-
rkiewicz & Wilk Funeral
Home, 2396 Caniff, Ham-
tramck, MI 48212.

STEINER
P h y l l i s

Steiner (nee
Blazius), 83,
died January
21, 2019.

Phyllis was the beloved
mother of Mark (Dawn)
and the late Carolyn
Roskey. She is survived
by her grandchildren,
Ryan, Kelsey, and Justin;
her great grandchildren,
Kaile, Audrina, Gianna,
and Clair.  Phyllis is prede-
ceased by her brother
Gerald.

Visitation is Saturday,
January 26, 2019 from
12 noon - 4 p.m. at Ju-
rkiewicz & Wilk Funeral
Home, 2396 Caniff, Ham-
tramck, MI 48212.  Pri-
vate interment will be at
Resurrection Cemetery,
Clinton Township, MI.

Get Yourself 
NOTICED!
Place an Ad in 

The Review Today
Call (313) 874-2100

Scenes from last Satur-
day’s snowfall in Ham-
tramck. 
Photos by Walter Wasacz
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Small, 1 BR upper, Nor-
walk bet. Brombach and
Lumpkin. Kitchen, bath,
living room, washer/dryer,
window A/C. Fully fur-
nished, $520/mo. in-
cludes heat, electricity,
water. Contact Leo at
lkniffel@sbcglobal.net. 

Hamtramck, 2 bedrooms,
washer, dryer, freshly ren-
ovated, $500/mo., 313-
891-9429. 1/25

Share an apartment at
3618 Caniff, all utilities
included, and one bed-
room, $450/mo., + de-
posit, 313-434-9759. 2/8

Hamtramck, 1 bedroom, all
utilities included, no pets
please, 586-438-9999. 1/25

This first level has 2 br., 1
bath, big living rm., spa-
cious kitchen, appl. inc.,
forced air heating, Goodson
St., 1 block from Ham-
tramck shopping center,
$700/mo. + sec. dep., ten-
ant resp. for utilities,
Shawn, 313-415-1767. 2/15

12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 5
BR, upper and lower each
have kitchen, bath, dining
and living rm, Palo and
Diane, 248-659-2325.

3920 Garvin, single family
2 br., half basement, new
roof, gutters, furnace and
hot water tank, fully fur-
nished, by appt. only, 734-
915-7888. 1/25

2954 Goodson, 4 br., living,
dining rm., kitchen, full base-
ment, 2 car garage, turn-key
house, $125,000, 248-
879-2521, ask for Pete.

This first level has 2 br., 1
bath, big living rm., spa-
cious kitchen, appl. inc.,
forced air heating, Good-
son St., 1 block from
Hamtramck shopping cen-
ter, $700/mo. + sec.
dep., tenant resp. for util-
ities, Shawn, 313-415-
1767. 2/15

Investment property for
sale. Commercial and res-
idential. 2301-05 Bots-
ford St.,   Hamtramck,
$159,000. 313-525-
2230. 2/1

New Al-Baraka, call 313-
366-0500 or 202-664-
2756.

Tutor, math, science, Eng-
lish and social studies
needed for after school
tutoring. Hourly pay $10-
$12 per hour. 313-721-
0902. 2/1

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

Advertisers should check their ad
following first publication. The
newspaper shall not be liable for
failure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publica-
tion except to the extent of the cost
of the ad for the first day’s inser-
tion. Adjustments for errors is lim-
ited to the cost of that portion of
the ad wherein the error occurred.
We reserve the right to classify,
revise or reject any classified ad-
vertisement.

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING  
(313) 365-8630

6
/3

0
/1
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We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PLUMBINGHEATING & COOLING

Service Directory

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

POWDER COATING

PAINTING

— Serving Macomb & Wayne County —

BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

ESTIMATES

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Hamtramck 

Since 1965.
• Licensed & Insured 

• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any 

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning or
Sewer Cleaning Job

Installation or Repair
Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in 
all phases of 

Air Conditioning,
Freon Charge,   

Plumbing, 
Heating, 
Sewer 

Cleaning & 
Excavation. 

Service • Installation • Repairs

Fast Same Day Service 

Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

CALL TODAY:
248-542-8022
586-298-2380

FULLY STOCKED TRUCKS TO SERVE ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

MASTER PLUMBER
LICENSED & INSURED

AVAILABLE 24/7
EXPERT SEWER & DRAIN 

CLEANING
CERTIFIED BACKFLOW TESTING

$20 
OFF

New clients only. Not to be 
combined with any other offers.

  www.waterworkplumbing.com

PLUMBING? SEWER? DRAIN 
PROBLEMS? WE CAN HELP!

Hiring Professional
Plumbers!

Benefits include:
• Top Pay    • Insurance
• Vacation   • Holiday Pay
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By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log

covers Jan. 15-21.

Tuesday, January 15
• At 12:30 a.m. a De-

troit resident was ar-
rested after a traffic stop
for being wanted on sev-
eral Hamtramck war-
rants.

• A resident in the
11300 block of Fleming
St. reported a theft.

• An agent for a busi-
ness reported that a sus-
pect wanted for
purposely damaging their
building came back and
threatened the employ-
ees.

• A resident in the
3800 block of Evaline St.
reported someone stole
their bicycle, a pink
Schwinn with white fend-
ers, from their hallway.

• A resident reported
that while exiting his
friend’s car, he was in-
jured. The person said he
had just been released
from a hospital.

• A Trowbridge St. resi-
dent reported an incident
of fraud.

• A Detroit resident
was found passed out on
a porch in the 9400
block of Brombach St.
The person was treated
at Detroit Receiving Hos-
pital.

Wednesday, January 16
• A resident in the

2100 block of Trowbridge
St. reported someone
stole their back door
from their residence.

• At about 2:30 a.m. a
Belmont St. resident re-
ported their child was
missing. At about an
hour later, the family can-
celled their missing per-
son report.

• An owner of a busi-
ness on Vincent St. re-
ported damage to their
property.

• A Hanley resident re-
ported being the victim of
domestic violence.

• A hit-and-run accident
occurred at Evaline and
McDougall streets.

Thursday, January 17
• At about 1:30 a.m. a

Detroit resident was ar-
Continued on page 8

HELP
WANTED

STORE FRONT
FOR LEASE

HOUSE
FOR SALE

HOUSE
FOR RENT

IN “VINCE” ABLE PAINTING
Interior/Exterior • Power Washing 

10% Senior Discounts • Free Estimates
Vince 586-838-7598

Let Our 
Service
Directory 

Do the Work  
For You! 
Call Dave  

(313) 
874-2100

Deadline for 
classifieds
for next week

is Thursday 
at Noon

Call 
(313) 874-2100
to place your ad!

ROOM
FOR RENT

REAL ESTATE
INVESTMENT
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Our Services:
• Teeth Whitening
• Extractions
• Root Canal (Therapy)
• Crowns & Bridges
• Dentures
• 

& Clear Braces

9433 Jos Campau
Call Today for 

an Appointment
(313) 638-2966
All insurance accepted 

including Medicaid

Special Offer

$250
Lifetime 

Zoom 
Teeth 

Whitening

Special Offer

$55
Teeth

Cleaning
Includes 

consultation, exam
& necessary x-ray

Refer 4 New 
Patients, Get

FREE
Teeth Cleaning

or 
$30

Gift Card
Tues: 10am-6pm • Wed: 10am-6pm
Friday: 8am-1pm • Sat: 4pm-8pm

I-7
5

Caniff

Poland

Florian

Holbrook

Conant

HJos Cam
pau

Get Out on the Hamtown!
rested for possessing
narcotics and being
wanted on warrants.

• Officers recovered a
possible stolen vehicle in
the Faber-Lumpkin area.

• An agent for the Han-
ley House of Boys re-
ported a missing
16-year-old. That report
was cancelled a few
hours later.

• A resident was ar-
rested for drunk driving,
and his passenger was
arrested for being
wanted on a Hamtramck
warrant.

• A resident was ar-
rested after a traffic stop
for driving without a li-
cense (with 21 previous
offenses) and being
wanted on a Detroit war-
rant.

• A Detroit resident
was arrested for drunk
driving after being in-
volved in a crash in the
2200 block of Danforth
St.

Friday, January 18
• A Danforth St. resi-

dent reported someone
was using her identity.

• Officers responded to
a domestic violence inci-
dent in the 12000 block
of Gallagher. A member
of the family was taken
to the Wayne County De-
tention Center for a

felony.
• A resident reported

someone stole their wal-
let and used their credit
cards.

• Officers responded to
a shooting that occurred
in the Conant-Harold
area. Detroit police, how-
ever, took over the inves-
tigation because the
shooting occurred in De-
troit. The shooting also
involved a robbery.

Saturday, January 19
• An Andrus St. resi-

dent was treated for an
overdose.

• A Detroit resident
was arrested for driving
without a license (with
23 previous offenses).

Sunday, January 20
• At 2:30 a.m. a resi-

dent was arrested in the
5100 block of Caniff for
assaulting a police offi-
cer.

Monday, January 21
• A Jacob St. resident

reported an incident of
fraud.

• A Caniff business
agent reported a theft.

• A resident reported
receiving harassing tele-
phone calls.

• A resident reported
being harassed through
the internet.

Continued from page 7

WEDNESDAYS, 7 p.m., every second Wednes-
day of the month – The 3C7 and Midtown Block
meets at 2339 Caniff PCS Senior Day Center.
This block club includes all residents and busi-
nesses west of Jos. Campau and north of Hol-
brook.

SATURDAY, February 9, 2-4 p.m. – Soup
Kitchen at Holy Cross P.N.C. Church, 2311 Pu-
laski St. at Fleming. Everyone is welcome.

Coming events

The Review's 2019 Official 
City Business Directory is about to hit the
streets. It includes the phone numbers of

local area businesses from A to Z. 
Advertisers, get on board for a unique 

opportunity to have your message delivered to
10,000 households and  businesses in Hamtramck
and the nearby areas of Detroit in February 2019.

Call Dave at 
(313) 874-2100

Hurry! Deadline is 
Feb. 1, 2019

Get Yourself 
NOTICED!
Place an Ad 

in The Review
Today
Call 

(313) 874-2100

Get Out on the Hamtown!


