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FRD PHARMACY
9811 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 871-1115
Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

www.sav-mor.com

DRUG STORES

“Your Pharmacy Experts”
Additional Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and Generic

Medications

$400
GENERICS
30-DAY SUPPLY*

$999
GENERICS
90-DAY SUPPLY*

Over 500 drugs available. 
See www.sav-mor.com for details.

Manage Your Meds Anywhere with
the FRD Pharmacy MOBILE APP

TALK TO A DOCTOR
anytime, anywhere.

Introducing

My T Health Plus
Unlimited calls to a doctor,

for you and your family.
$1499

/mo.
www.MTHealthplus.com

248-542-8022
586-298-2380

FULLY STOCKED TRUCKS TO 
SERVE ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

MASTER PLUMBER
LICENSED & INSURED

AVAILABLE 24/7
EXPERT SEWER & 
DRAIN CLEANING

CERTIFIED BACKFLOW
TESTING

$20 
OFF

New clients only. Not to be 
combined with any other offers.

  www.waterworkplumbing.com

PLUMBING? SEWER?
DRAIN PROBLEMS? 

WE CAN HELP!
CALL
TODAY:
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Next Thursday is
Thanksgiving Day.

Yes, the holiday sea-
son is upon us.

And yes, we wish you,
dear reader, a happy
and healthy Thanksgiv-
ing.

Hamtramck is a small
town, but we are large
spirit. People care
about each other, al-
though we can squab-
ble here and there.

Thanksgiving is a time
to give thanks and be
thankful.

It’s a day we can rest
and count our bless-
ings.

We like to think Ham-
tramck has a lot to be
thankful about. Despite
our occasional set-
backs, we are survivors
here. And we are also
quick to lend a helping
hand to our neighbors.

That is community
spirit.

There is a true sense
that we are all in this to-
gether here. And that
means working to-
gether, and not working
against one another.

So, on Thanksgiving
Day, take time to reflect
and ask yourself: how
can I help better our

By Charles Sercombe
According to media re-

ports, the GM Poletown
plant looks like it will have
a secure future.

According to both a fore-
casting company called
LMC Automotive and the
Detroit News, GM will be
producing the GMC
Sierra, Hummer and Cadil-
lac Escalade there.

All of the models will be
electric-powered.

GM is also investing $3
billion into upgrading the
plant, and it is expected
that over 2,000 people
will be employed there.

This is encouraging
news for Hamtramck.

Before the summer
UAW strike at GM, the
company had announced
it would shut down the Po-

letown plant and three
others. Then, as the
strike began, GM said it
would keep the plant
open, and then when the
strike lingered, it walked

that promise back.
But that the strike is

settled, and GM said it is
committed to keeping the
plant in operation.

That means Hamtramck

will continue to receive a
yearly payment in lieu of
property taxes.

In recent years that pay-
ment has amounted to

By Charles Sercombe
Normally in this column,

we talk about recent
crime trends.

This week we want to
point out one incident
that we think warrants
special attention.

It happened Wednes-
day, just before 7:30
p.m., when a resident
was walking on Commor
St. toward the east side
of the Jos. Campau alley.

A person approached a

resident and asked for a
cigarette. While the resi-
dent was reaching for
one, the other person –
who in a moment will be-
come a suspect – pulled
out a gun and demanded
his wallet.

The suspect then ran
away.

That suspect is de-
scribed as a black male,
almost 6-foot tall, about
25 to 35 years old, and

GM Poletown plant gears
up for new models 

Continued on page 2

Crime Watch: Walk
with your guard up

Continued on page 4

By Charles Sercombe
In a stunning defeat for

the Wayne County Prosecu-
tor’s Office, community ac-
tivist Ibrahim Aljahim won’t
face trial for sexually as-
saulting an 18-year-old
male student.

After three court hear-
ings, Hamtramck 31st Dis-
trict Court Judge Alexis
Krot said Thursday there
was not enough “credible”
evidence to bind over Al-
jahim to Wayne County Cir-
cuit Court on two counts of
first-degree sexual assault.

Aljahim’s preliminary ex-
aminations in Hamtramck
were often contentious be-
tween Assistant Wayne
County Prosecutor Nida
Samona and Aljahim’s at-
torney, Roger Farinha.

Krot had to frequently ad-
monish the two to stop in-
terrupting each other and
show professional cour-
tesy. At one point she
threatened court sanctions
against the two.

The student, who is now
19 years old, is a special
education student at Oak-
land International Acad-
emy. During his testimony,
he often appeared con-
fused during questioning
by Farinha.

The Review does not
identify those who say they
are victims of sexual as-
sault.

At one point, Farinha
phrased a question as a
double negative and basi-
cally got the student to say
there was no assault.

The timeline of the al-
leged assault also got
mixed up by the student.

Breaking news…
case dismissed
in sex assault

GM has big plans for its Poletown plant, but it may take up to two years for re-
tooling the facility and then resume production. GM is investing heavily into elec-
tric vehicles.

When walking the streets, play it safe and keep a
watchful eye on strangers. There has been an uptick
in street crimes.



By Charles Sercombe
Maybe the third time

will be the charm for Dr.
Sami Bilani’s housing de-
velopment proposal.

Back in September, Bi-
lani presented his re-
vised plans to the city
council. He first intro-
duced the concept two
years ago, but for some
reason the project did
not move forward.

Since the September
meeting with the council,
he has had to redo his re-
vamped design because
DTE said the housing
units would be too close
to its power lines.

Bilani gave it a major
redo from its first design.

Gone is the California-
Spanish influenced de-
sign. The Brombach Town
Homes, as it is called,
now sports a modern,
sleek look, such as
something you might see
in Birmingham.

At the presentation to
the council in September,
the council agreed to va-
cate a short alley on
Dubois St. in order to ac-
commodate the develop-
ment.

But because the proj-
ect got delayed for over
30 days before it could
get final approval, the
council will have to once
again vacate the alley. A

public hearing on the
project will be held at the
next Zoning Board of Ap-
peals meeting, on Dec.
11, at 6 p.m. in city hall.

The public will be per-
mitted to comment on
the project.

Bilani is a dentist,
whose office is next to
the parking lot he owns
where the housing devel-
opment will take place.
He also lives upstairs
above his office.

He plans to construct
six rental dwellings.

Although the council
was open to the project,
there was some push-
back from a few resi-
dents, including Shannon

Lowell (who owns one of
the houses off of the
alley that will be va-
cated).

He said the project will
cut off an entrance to his
backyard, but Bilani dis-
puted that claim.

Bilani has since pur-
chased one of the
houses abutting the alley
and will expand his proj-
ect onto that site.

He has declined to say
how much the develop-
ment will cost. Bilani
said he expects the de-
velopment will bring in
$25,000 a year to the
city in property taxes.
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A HUD High 
Performer

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878
Hamtramck Housing Com-
mission (HHC) does not
discriminate on the basis
of race, color, religion, na-
tional origin, sex, handicap
or familial status

Hamtramck 
Senior Plaza

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

Toddler Time - Thurs-
days, 11:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m. September 12-De-
cember 19. Children
up to age 5 and their
parents and caregivers
are invited for stories
& songs followed by
playtime.

Movie Night - Tues-
days @4:00 p.m. Sep-
tember 10 – December
17. Family Friendly
Movies. Snacks pro-
vided!

November is Family
Literacy Month -
Wednesdays 3:30 –
4:30 p.m. November 6
– November 27.

Computer Science
Week - December 9-15
3:30-4:45 p.m. Grades
3 and up are invited to
Tech Club

Monday 12/9
Wednesday 12/11     
Friday 12/13
Explore basic coding,

tech &computer sci-
ence

Santa at the Library
- Thursday, December
12, 5:00 p.m. – 6:45
p.m.

ANIME CLUB - Every
Thursday 3-5 p.m. Sep-
tember 6 – December
20. Hang out, share
and discover Anime
and Manga. Grades 6
and up. Adults are also
welcome.

For more information about events 
at the library call (313) 733-6822, or visit its
website at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where

you can also access the online catalog. 
The library is located at 2360 Caniff.

This week at the library...

at the

Moose Lodge
Friday, November 22nd 4pm till ?

Adults $10  •  Children $5 (1 pork chop)  •  Carry Outs $1 Extra
Dinner includes: 2 Pork chops, mashed potatoes, veggie, bread & butter, dessert

Proceeds to benefit the Hamtramck Police Department

Drink
Specials

50/50

RAFFLE
Let us show them 

support for all they do... 
Bring a friend, meet a friend

9421 Conant • 313-871-9115
Thank you for your support

Hamtramck firefighters

PUBLIC NOTICE  

CITY OF HAMTRAMCK PROPERTY TAXES 

The City of Hamtramck Treasurer’s Office is mailing the 

WINTER 2019 COUNTY TAX STATEMENTS 

by December 1, 2019. These taxes are due in full by February 15, 2020.  

The 2nd Half of the 2019 SUMMER CITY AND SCHOOL TAXES 

Is due by December 30, 2019. 

ALL 2019 Property Taxes are payable to the Treasurer’s Office until 

FEBRUARY 29, 2020 

Delinquent 2019 Property Taxes transfer to WAYNE COUNTY on  

March 1, 2020 

The Treasurer’s Office can be reached at (313) 800-5233 ext 822 

!

anywhere between
$700,000 and $800,000
per year.

For a while, Hamtramck
was panicked when GM
announced it was closing
the plant. A financial hit
like that would have dev-

astated the city.
However, there will still

be some temporary sting.
It could take up to two

years before the plant re-
sumes production while it
is upgrading its facility.
During that time, GM

won’t have to make its an-
nual payment to the city
because the agreement it
has with the city depends
on whether there is auto
production, and how many
people are employed at
the plant.

GM Poletown plant gears
up for new models 
Continued from front page

Housing development
changes - againAljahim, 37, was a com-

munity liaison officer at the
charter school. After being
arrested, the school fired
him. He is well-connected
politically with local, state
and national candidates
and political figures.

After court was dis-
missed, Aljahim hugged his
supporters. He declined to
comment, but told The Re-
view reporter: “Chip (refer-
ring to the reporter’s
nickname), write a nice ar-
ticle now.”

Krot chastised the pros-
ecutor’s office for bringing
the case forward consider-
ing the unreliability of the

student. She said accord-
ing to a medical report
from a U of M doctor, that
the prosecutor’s office sub-
mitted, it was noted that
the student was prone to
making things up.

She noted that, while the
student was clearly men-
tally impaired, his credibility
is what undermined his
testimony.

“The only thing consis-
tent, were the constant
conflicting statements,”
Krot said.

Krot dismissed the
charges “without preju-
dice” – meaning the prose-
cutor’s office can refile

charges if new evidence is
presented.

That would likely be the
results of a DNA test that
the state police lab has yet
to complete.

The student testified that
he was assaulted in his
car, which was parked in
the school parking lot. He
said Aljahim performed
oral sex on him, and then
grabbed the student’s neck
and forced him to perform
oral sex.

A DNA swab was taken
from the student’s penis
later on the day of the al-
leged assault.

Breaking news… case dismissed in sex assault
Continued from front page

Dr. Sami Bilani, who is a dentist, is still seeking to
build town houses on an unused parking lot on Brom-
bach St.



By Charles Sercombe
Our website continues

to attract readers’ com-
ments.

For those who may
have overlooked the com-
ment sections on our
website (hamtramckre-
view.com), or for those
who do not have internet
access, here’s a round-up
of the latest comments.

Our story about the
possible financial set-
back to the city if the GM
Poletown were to close
(it’s not going to close as
it turned out) prompted
regular commentator
Nasr Hussain to argue
that the city needs to
eliminate its income tax.

He says that by getting
rid of the tax it would ac-
tually boost economic de-
velopment and attract
more residents and en-
trepreneurs.

He also says the ongo-
ing re-assessment of
property values will offset
the loss of $2.5 million
that the income tax
brings into the city cof-
fers.

“That’s why we need
the income tax elimi-
nated sooner than later.
The assessed values will
go up anyways since the
city has hired a profes-
sional company to do the
assessment,” Hussain
said. “And a higher as-
sessment means a
higher equity and net
worth for them.”

Not so, replied a reader
who goes by the moniker
“Resident.”

“Higher assessed value
doesn’t mean higher tax-
able value if the property
doesn’t change hands.
Proposal A of 1994 limits
the rise of taxable value
to 5% or the rate of infla-
tion, whichever is
smaller,” said Resident.

“A homeowner who
holds onto his property,
his taxable value is not
going to go up much even
if the assessed value
quadruples. How do you
come up with extra rev-
enue without adding
more millage?”

Hussain insists resi-
dents need financial re-
lief.

“Five percent annual in-
crease or the rate of infla-
tion increase will cover
the lost revenue of in-
come tax in a few years.
Take into consideration,
as a resident, that your
property tax bill will in-
crease whether income
tax is eliminated or not,”
Hussain said.

“Hamtramck residents
are already paying too
much whether it’s their
water bills, higher insur-

ance costs and fees.
Some relief has to be pro-
vided.

“In an interview with
councilmember Ian Per-
rotta and our city clerk it
was strangely noted that
some residents of Ham-
tramck illegally keep their
suburban addresses on
their licenses to avoid a
higher insurance rate. I
will assume also to avoid
income tax, depriving
themselves from the right
to vote here and having
their voices heard. Is that
what we want?”

Resident replied that
for most people, our in-
come tax is a non-issue.

“Hamtramck’s tax rate
is low compare to that of
Detroit. Income tax – 1%
Hamtramck versus 2.4%
for Detroit. Property tax
(for year 2017) – 57.87
mills for Hamtramck ver-
sus 69.56 mills for De-
troit,” says Resident.

“Detroit’s businesses
will realize a savings if
they move to Hamtramck
right now. It is highly un-
likely that these busi-
nesses will be flocking to
Hamtramck once income
tax goes away. Further-
more, these businesses
probably will be looking
for property tax rebate if
they want to move to
Hamtramck.”

A reader who goes by
Jessica R. disagrees with
Hussain.

“People do not leave
Hamtramck because of a
1% income tax. We most
certainly do not have a
‘two-year surplus’ in the
city budget either. We
might have a couple of
million dollars if that,”
she said.

“The elimination of the
income tax would result
in the city losing about
two million dollars a year.
How quickly do you even
think you’d be able to
measure the success of
eliminating the income
tax? You couldn’t. 

“There are far too many
other variables. By the
time you realized it
wasn’t working, it would
be too late. The city
would be hurting beyond
repair financially and city
services like police, fire,
city services workers, city
hall employees etc.
would be absolutely deci-
mated. 

“The income tax is a
small price to pay to keep
this city moving forward
and is very common for
urban environments
across America. City
services cost money and
are expensive to main-
tain. Urban areas require
the highest level of serv-

ices. 
“If you want to pay little

in taxes, I suggest you
move out to the country-
side where you’ll be lucky
to ever see an ambu-
lance, have county police
protection with one offi-
cer for the whole county
per shift, and receive no
other municipal serv-
ices.”

Hussain stuck to his
guns.

“Fear-mongering tactics
were used when Dodge
Main, American Axle and
other employers left
Hamtramck, but guess
what, Hamtramck kept on
thriving,” he said.

“A city that depends on
a 1% income tax, as you
claim, will die sooner or
later.

“The worst-case sce-
nario is that Hamtramck
will go into bankruptcy,
and the state will take
over -- which has already
happened in the past and
was not the end of the
world for Hamtramck.”

Jessica R. insists that
Hussain does not under-
stand the dynamics of
how cities operate, finan-

cially.
“Nasr, again you’re

wrong. Hamtramck has
never gone through bank-
ruptcy. We had a state-ap-
pointed emergency
financial manager,” Jes-
sica R. said.

“They are two vastly dif-
ferent things. Your lais-
sez faire attitude about
the financial implications
is grossly disturbing.
You’re also looking over
another element of this
puzzle which you can’t
seem to understand. 

“The state requires the
city to submit a balanced
budget. If you eliminate
the income tax the
budget will be in a deficit
with that cut alone. What
city services should we
cut now so we can elimi-
nate the tax and keep a
balanced budget?”

We let Hussain have
the last word.

“A balanced budget can
be achieved if you have
competent people run-
ning the city,” he said.

Friday, November 22, 2019                                                      Hamtramck Review                                            Phone (313) 874-2100                                               3

Support Your Local 
Businesses - Get Out 

on the Hamtown!

Second Front Page
It’s Time to Pray, 

Please Join Us
We are a Multicultural Parish Family

Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.

Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-5191   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

We are an Active
Parish Serving the

Community 

Celebrating 97 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church

November 24 - P.T.O. Bake Sale
10:15 am (after 9 am Mass)   

November 28 - THANKSGIVING
DAY Mass 10 am

November 29 - Mass for all 
Departed from Remembrance 

Service 7 pm
December 14 – Soup Kitchen 

2-4 pm Everyone Welcome!     

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

Leaders
in Short-Term

Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery 
and quality care through 
our comprehensive 
rehabilitation program.

• Assorted Coffee Cakes
• Old Fashioned Holiday Fruit Cake

• Pierniki
• Holiday Santa Cookies

• Tortes 
• Honey or Rum Babka 

• Assorted Cookies 
• Chrusciki 
• Kolackzi 

• Halka 
• Almond, Poppy Seed & Walnut Rolls 

• Cheesecakes`

313-872-1988
10335 Jos Campau • Hamtramck

HOLIDAY
HOURS:

Sunday, 
Dec. 15 & 22
10am-4pm

Monday, Dec. 23
6am-6pm

Christmas Eve
6am-4pm

Notice of Public Hearing 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
City of Hamtramck 

The Zoning Board of Appeals will conduct a public hearing in the 2nd Floor Council Chambers of Hamtramck City 
Hall (3401 Evaline Street, Hamtramck, MI 48212) on December 11, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. to consider and afford the 
opportunity for input to be recorded on the appeal for a modification under Zoning Ordinance 497 on the premises 
described below. Any variation or modification granted would have no bearing on private restrictions. The public is 
invited to attend and comment at the public hearing or to make written comments on or before the date of the 
hearing. Written comments should be made to the attention of Grace Stamper, ATTN: Zoning Board of Appeals, 
3401 Evaline St., Hamtramck, MI 48212. 

• PUBLIC HEARING: B&C Rental Property LLC is requesting dimensional variances at 9331 Brombach to 
have a lesser rear setback, greater maximum lot size, and shorter parking stall length than is permitted in 
the following sections of the Hamtramck Zoning Ordinance: 

o Article V Section 1.05 (b) and (e) 
o Article IX Section 5.03.2 

Please note: This notice is posted in compliance with PA 267 of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings Act), MCLA 
41.71 a (2) (3) and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). The City of Hamtramck will provide necessary 
reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials 
being considered at the Meeting to individuals with disabilities at the Meeting or Public Hearing upon 10 day notice 
to the City Clerk’s Office. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the 
Hamtramck City Clerk by writing or calling the Clerk’s Office at 313-800-5233 x. 821. 

Reader Feedback: Let’s talk
about the city’s income tax 



wearing a black sweat
suit and black knit hat.

We mention this be-
cause, in general, there
appears to have been an
uptick in street robberies

in the last few months.
None, though, appeared

to involve a ruse like this
-- one that exploited the
generosity of others.

Sometimes it’s easy to
forget that Hamtramck,
as small and quaint as it
is, is still a part of the
inner-city, with all the so-
cial ills of a big city.

And for the most part,
folks here are often
friendly and chatty.

But as a former smoker,
this writer can tell you
that I never handed out
cigarettes on the street
when asked by strangers.
There is just something
about it that makes one
instantly vulnerable – if
only for a brief second.

Sure, there are regular
street folks one can at
least semi-trust, but when
it’s dark out, which by
5:30 in the evening these
days it is, that’s just not a
good time to be trusting.

It’s unfortunate that a
few bad incidents can
ruin our walks around the
city, but for those who
have lived here a while,
it’s always best keep your
guard up.
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9833 Jos. Campau
Downtown Hamtramck

www.NewPalaceBakery.com
Specializing in Polish and European Style Baking Bread, Cakes, Cookies,

Pies & Pastries, Wedding & Birthday Cakes

PLACE YOUR 
CHRISTMAS ORDER!

Angel Wings (Chruściki), Kolaczki, Assorted Coffee 

Cakes, Rolls (Poppy, Almond, Walnut), Assorted Babkas and Honey

Babkas, Kremówka (Pope’s favorite), Assorted Christmas Cookies, 

Jajecznica (Holiday Egg Bread with Raisins), Chalkas (Egg bread with

Raisins), Mazurka (Raspberry & Pineapple)

Holiday Hours: Open Sun., Dec. 22, 8am-3pm; 
Mon., Dec. 23, 6am-6pm; Tues., Christmas Eve 6am-3pm; 

Don’t Forget Your Favorite Kowalski Meats for the Holidays!

Crime Watch: Walk
with your guard up
Continued from front page

Early Childhood 
Elementary 

On Thursday, Nov. 14,
Kids First Initiative, a non-
profit organization, visited
The Early Childhood Ele-
mentary for its Holiday
Meals Give Away.  

This program, run by
Richard Bell, encourages
students to consider fu-
ture careers in the
S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, Art
and Mathematics) fields.  

After school, families
were treated to pizza and

drinks.  The students re-
ceived hats, scarves, and
toys, and there was a raf-
fle for a bike.  

After that, the students
participated in a science
experiment conducted by
Mr. Bell.  

Every family went home
with a chicken and a bag
of food to go along with
it.  Some 48 families
signed up for the event.  

Our thanks go to Mr.
Bell, Kids First Initiative
and Volkswagen, who do-
nated gifts and volun-
teered.  

Victoria B. won the
bike!  It was a most enjoy-
able evening.

Kosciuszko Middle
School

Each month at KMS,
students have the
chance to be nominated
for Cougar (Student) of
the Month.  

Students were chosen

for the month of October
for Being Respectful.
Here is the list of
Cougars of the Month for
October: Dawod Alrefai,
Ghaida Saleh, Ervin

Pracic, Mohammed Zilani,
Khadijah Kalam, Jalona
Wingo, Loretta Habucke,
Fahria Mirza, Mahdi
Sharif, Shayera Chowd-

Continued on page 6

Top left: Students of the Month at KMS pose for a
photo. All the rest: scenes from events at ECE and
Dickinson East.



By Michele Oberholtzer
In my kitchen, there is a

pile of clean milk cartons,
collapsed cereal boxes,
aluminum cans, an empty
jug of laundry soap. This
pile is there because it
doesn’t belong in the
garbage, yet I have
nowhere else to put it.

I used to utilize the
monthly recycling pick-up
station on Caniff -- when I
remembered and had
time. More often, I drove
to Recycle Here in Detroit
to self-sort my recy-
clables. Inevitably, the
outrageous generosity of
our local recycling war-
riors has run out. 

After the closure of the
local drop-off, I went to
Recycle Here only to learn
they can no longer accept
products from outside of
Detroit, due to changes in
the local and global eco-
nomics of recycling.
Hence, my pile grows.

I could throw it out. I
could sneak it into Recy-
cle Here, or pay a fee. I
could drive west on Caniff
across the Detroit border,
find an alley with a blue
recycling bin, and dump
my items in. 

I could drive to my
hometown of Chelsea,
where for over 30 years,
reliable metal bins have
stood ready to take
sorted re-usables. 

What I cannot do is re-
cycle them here in Ham-
tramck. It has always
been important to me to
make sure I was minimiz-
ing my contribution to the
landfills and incinerators
of my community. I have
lived in many states and
countries, and always
made sure to recycle. The
only place I have had a
harder time recycling was
when I lived in South
Africa.

I was excited and grate-
ful for the new recycling
stations that were an-
nounced earlier this year -
- an answer to the loss of
our local drop-off events.
It makes so much more
sense to have a perma-
nent location, open 24/7,
that does not rely on the
labor and time of a few
volunteers. 

My enthusiasm has
since waned. 

I have been to this loca-
tion once, and I do not
know if I will return. I
drove up with a car full of
sorted items (after many
failed attempts to find the
location), I drove away
about two minutes later
with a car that was almost
equally full. 

I do not buy water bot-
tles, I had just a little
cardboard. Most of what I
brought could not be dis-
posed there.

Why did we create such
a narrow solution, and put
it in the least convenient
part of town?

If we want someone to
do something, we should
make it as easy as possi-
ble for them to do it. Re-
cycling is a communal
behavior. It is inconven-
ient and annoying; we do
it because we care, but
the less convenient and
more annoying we make
it, the fewer people will
participate.

When these bins, in-
evitably, turn out to be
empty and unused after a
few months, the likely
conclusion will be that
Hamtramck is just not
ready for recycling, and
that it’s not worth our
time. 

Nothing could be further
from the truth. We are
ready! 

We just need the right
tools. We need a perma-
nent drop-off location in a
convenient part of town
that accepts the majority

of commonly recycled
items. Bonus points for
curbside pick-up, but I can
wait for that GM money to
start back up before I
dream too big.

We are a city that lives
in close quarters and are
a tight community. We sit
adjacent to the former in-
cinerator. Many of our
Bangladeshi residents
could school their neigh-
bors on the effects of
global warming and the
definition of the phrase
“climate refugee.” 

We have modest in-
comes and we scorn fla-
grant waste. And we are
ideally situated for posi-
tive peer-pressure to
spread great waste man-
agement habits.

I walked past the new
e x p e n s i v e - s e e m i n g ,
crass-looking parking me-
ters on Jos. Campau last
night. I wonder how much
they cost. I wonder what
problem(s) they could
possibly be solving, and
what new ones they will
create. I wish every dime
that was spent to lay
those garish money-col-
lectors on the sidewalk
had gone to solving a real
problem in the city.

I hope our newly elected
city council members can
lead us in the spirit of
new solutions to old prob-
lems. There is much to be
done, and many worthy
causes, but my vote is for
a sustainable future!
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FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600

$895

In Our Opinion

As the saying goes,
elections have conse-
quences.

Case in point: Ham-
tramck’s ever-fragile fi-
nancial position.

When former Republi-
can Gov. Rick Snyder
was voted into office
over eight years ago,
one of the first things he
did was slash state rev-
enue to cities and
schools.

As expected, many of
the schools and cities
faced immediate finan-
cial crises.

Hamtramck’s situation

became so dire that the
state had to appoint an
emergency manager to
take over control of the
city.

Long story made
short: one of the meas-
ures taken was to rene-
gotiate the labor
contracts, and the city
got concessions on
health care costs.

Only thing is, for some
reason the city did not
immediately enact this
change. Until now. And,
as expected, retirees
are crying foul.

No one likes making

retirees suffer finan-
cially. But let’s circle
back to what took place
under Gov. Snyder.

Like we said: Elec-
tions have conse-
quences.

A related point: the
whole issue under-
scores why this country
needs to reform the
health care industry,
and make it affordable
for everyone.

We can no longer
count on small commu-
nities to continue to pro-
vide all of these
benefits.

Pension health care cut
underscores bigger issue

The Hamtramck Review
Published every Friday

3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212  
Phone: 313-874-2100   Fax: 313-874-2101
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Flu season… Once
again, the Michigan De-
partment of Health and
Human Services (MDHHS)
is calling on everyone to
receive a flu shot.

Michigan, they say, re-
ported only a 46.1 percent
rate of getting the vaccine
last season, versus the
national average of 49.2
percent.

Not to be confused with
the stomach “flu” (usually
a norovirus) or your aver-
age “bad cold” with even-
tual respiratory
involvement, the respira-
tory flu is a serious and po-
tentially deadly illness
easily spread indoors by
people coughing or sneez-
ing, not to mention by the
touching of infected sur-
faces that others, already
sick, have previously
touched.

The 2018-19 flu season
saw approximately
647,000 people hospital-
ized and 61,000 deaths
from the flu, according to
nationally collected statis-
tics.

In addition to getting
vaccinated and washing
your hands with soap and

water frequently, especially
after public contact, it is
recommended that, if you
do contract the illness, you
take the antiviral medica-
tions prescribed by your
doctor.

People under 5 and over
65, plus those with
chronic immune or respira-
tory/cardiac conditions, as
well as pregnant women,
are considered at highest
risk. A shot received dur-
ing pregnancy, they claim,
also protects the newborn
for the first few months of
their lives.

Some reasons that anti-
vaxxers cite for not getting
the shot include the reality
that the shot is put to-
gether before the flu sea-
son actually starts, and
labs are making educated
guesses at which strains
of flu (and there are many)
will make their presences
felt during the year. Some
years, the initial formula
only ends up protecting
against 30 percent or less
of the strains that actually
do crop up.

In general, the three or
four most expected strains
are the ones you’re getting

(trivalent or quadrivalent
vaccines) when you get
the shot.

Election tidbit… The
Michigan Secretary of
State is trumpeting the
success of the new Pro-
mote the Vote amend-
ment. 

Voting registrations
within the 14 days before
the state’s November 5
elections totaled over
2,000 (2,022, to be pre-
cise). 

The new amendment
gives would-be voters right
up to, and including, Voting
Day to register. One need
simply go to their city or
township clerk’s office with
their current residency ver-
ification. 

There were 24 people
who registered to vote on
election day here in Ham-
tramck, and who also
voted that same day.

To get a list of what doc-
uments can be used for
residency verification,
check the website at
Michigan.gov/sos. 

More than half of the
registrations from the 14-

Continued on page 6

A plea for environmental leadership



community?
On the business side of

things, the holiday will
mean government offices
and banks will be closed.

The Review will be
going to press one day

early, but we will still hit
streets on Friday. If you
need to get an advertise-
ment in the paper, be
sure to contact us by
Wednesday.

Stay safe everyone!
Oh yeah, and Go Lions!
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FMIC
Food Ministries in 

Collaboration

� �

SINCE WE ALL FALL SHORT OF THE
GLORY OF THE LORD AND WE ARE ALL
OUR OWN WORST ENEMY HERE IS A
PRAYER YOU CAN SAY BEFORE YOU
START OUT EACH DAY HEAVENLY 

FATHER PLEASE SAVE ME FROM ME

To make a tax deductible 
donation send to:

Harp of God Ministry
FMIC

P.O. Box 11361
Detroit, MI 48202

P.S. Send copy to friends

Continued from page 4

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110
HUD Certified

Looking to buy single & 
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Certified 
Residential 
Specialist

John Ulaj 
Commercial Broker/Owner

A HUD 
Certified Agent

Drowning in Mortgage Debt?
I Can Help...

I buy properties in 
as-is condition for CASH!

• We accept most 
insurance policies

• Our prices are very 
competitive

• We carry a large selection 
of natural products, Polish
medicines and cosmetics

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge)

A professional
pharmacy 

serving your
needs.

Chet Kasprzak
Pharmacist

Continued front page

Quick Hits

Get It Sold in the
Real Estate Corner

Call Dave at 
(313) 874-2100 to

Place Your Ad!

leanneconger@gmail.comOffice (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

DiamondRealty and Associates

Leanne 
Zaliwski-Conger

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Visit www.DiamondRealty-Associates.com

for more information

Sell Your 
Home for 

Top Dollar!

3965 Caniff -
$199,900

Rare find! One of kind full
brick custom built Tudor with
original woodwork t/o. French
doors with leaded glass, Extra
high coved ceilings, fresh paint
t/o, beautiful hardwood floors,

Pewabic title, formal dining
room, newer windows, and full
basement with half bath.

451 Miller
Rochester Condo!

NEW PRICE!
$124,900

Amazing first floor condo
has been completely

renovated from floor to
ceiling w/ premium 

upgrades! Award winning
Rochester Schools!

2947 Belmont - $124,900 ..........................PENDING
3019 Roosevelt - $114,900 ..............................SOLD

2315 Yemans
$137,500

Amazing completely 
updated single 

family that could be 
easily converted to two
family! Located in the
heart of Hamtramck.

9503 Mitchell -
$149,900  

Multi-family with 2 bed-
rooms in each unit, full
basement, 2-1/2 car

garage and lots of updates
including roof, electrical,
windows and (2) new hot

water heaters

3859 Caniff -
$124,900

Amazing Brick Front Home
with great curb appeal, an
abundance of natural light,

and spacious living and
dining room! Four bed-

rooms, and two full bath-
rooms!

2707 Trowbridge
$89,900

Single Family home 
with great location!

Backs up to 
St. Ladislaus Church

PENDING

3426-28 
Evaline -

$119,900
Great Location 
in Hamtramck! 
2-Family home,
lots of updates,
with basement 

hury, Leila Saric, Rahat
Rahman, Alaa Omar,
Stella Hughes, Taher Al-
hagri,   Nazifa Suhal,
Dawod Alrefai, Husam
Mohamed, Maleek Miner,
Zeinab Quteibi, Areefin
Ahmed, Hathem Alku-
saimi, Jakora Hayes and
Alina Skoczylas.

Dickinson East 
Elementary 

Recently, all sixth
grade classes at Dickin-
son East enjoyed a five-
part series of interactive
presentations by Cran-
brook Institute of Science
staff. 

Over 100 students
were able to design,
make, and keep their own
LED mini-lamp; explore
rocks; analyze scientific

data; and more. This was
made possible by an on-
going joint collaboration
between Karen Swords,
sixth grade teacher at
Dickinson East, and her
sister, Nancy Swords,
who is the Deputy Direc-
tor for Cranbrook Insti-
tute of Science.  

We send a big thank
you to those special
donors, and to the Karen
& Drew Peslar Foundation
for the funding that made
this opportunity possible.

Upcoming Events
• November 27 – Half

day for students and
staff.

• November 28-Decem-
ber 1 -- No school for stu-
dents and staff.
Thanksgiving Break.

• December 2 -- School
resumes.

• December 6 -- End of
Progress Report Period 2.

• December  12 --
Progress Report 2 Dis-
tributed.

• December 23- Janu-
ary 5 -- No school for stu-
dents and staff.   Winter
Break.

• January 6 -- School re-
sumes.

Recreation Department
For information about

recreation activities, give
us a call at (313) 892-
2635. Follow us on Face-
book for the most
up-to-date information:

www.Facebook.com/Ha
mtramckRecreationDe-
partment.

day period came on Voting
Day itself (1,131). 

Particularly encouraging
was the fact that more
than half of the late regis-
trants were under 30
years old. There were
1,045 people under 30
who registered, compared
with 977 over 30. How-
ever, among that latter
over-30 group, 60-plus-
year-olds were well repre-
sented, totaling 314
registrations among their
age group. 

These numbers show a
positive growth trend for
last-minute registrations.
About 600 such registra-
tions occurred before May
elections, and about 700
before August. Of course,
that trend can be partially

attributed to what was on
the ballots that was seen
as significant to voters. 

Secretary of State Joce-
lyn Benson remarked that
she would continue to
work with city clerks
statewide, as well as with
the state’s Bureau of Elec-
tions, to try to insure that

the state’s voters were
conscious of the new
amendment, and their
rights within it.

Continued from page 5

PENDING

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Best quality for the best prices.

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$850
Men’s Cut

$950

9517 Jos. Campau
— Hamtramck —

Call for Hours

Get Out on 

the Hamtown!
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Hamtramck, 2-3 bed-
rooms, includes stove
and refrigerator, Decem-
ber occupancy, $600/mo,
248-213-1402. 11/22

1 br. furnished, 3618 Can-
iff, Hamtramck, clean and
safe, all utilities, cable
and internet, $450/mo. +
deposit, 313-434-9759.
12/13

Furnished room for rent,
utilities included, no pets,
313-290-1095. 11/29

3869 Fredro, single fam-
ily, 1 bedroom, call Palo or
Dianne, 248-818-6542,
248-818-8378.

13446 Dwyer, single fam-
ily, 3 bedrooms, call Palo
or Dianne, 248-818-
6542, 248-818-8378.

12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 5
BR, upper and lower each
have kitchen, bath, dining
and living rm, Palo and
Diane 248-659-2325.

2954 Goodson, 4 br., living,
dining rm., kitchen, full base-
ment, 2 car garage, turn-key
house, $125,000, 248-879-
2521, ask for Pete.

Detroit, 3904 Eldridge, 2
family, garage, lower level,
2 br., living, dining,
kitchen. Upstairs 1 br., liv-
ing rm., kitchen, 586-634-
2502. 

5070 Yemans, Ham-
tramck, 2 family, living,
dining, full basement,
double lot, newer roof,
586-634-2502. 11/22

New Al-Baraka, call 313-
366-0500 or 202-664-
2756.

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING  
(313) 365-8630

1
2

/3
1

/1
9

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PLUMBINGHEATING & COOLING

Service Directory

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

POWDER COATING

PAINTING

— FREE ESTIMATES —

BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

ESTIMATES

Celebrating
50 Years of

Service!

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

� Fast Same Day Service �

We specialize in all
phases of Furnaces &

Boilers, Plumbing, 
Heating, Sewer 

Cleaning & Excavation.

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Hamtramck Since 1969

Licensed & Insured • Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation • Repairs

10% Discount
Labor on 

Any Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning or
Sewer Cleaning Job,

Installation or Repair.
Not valid with any other offer.

Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

IN “VINCE” ABLE PAINTING
Interior/Exterior • Power Washing 

Home Improvement • Patch and Drywall Repair
586-838-7598

Deadline for
classifieds for
next week is 
Thursday at

Noon
$20 for one week 
$25 for two weeks 

$40 for 
four weeks

(313) 874-2100

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log

covers Nov. 12-18.

Tuesday, Nov. 12
• At 2 a.m., a resident

was arrested in the
12000 block of Grand
Haven St. for domestic
assault.

• A resident reported
being defrauded of al-
most $2,000 in a tele-
phone scam in which
they had to pay in Target
gift cards.

• An owner of a rental
dwelling on Comstock St.
reported that their city-is-
sued trash can was
stolen.

• A resident was ar-
rested in the 2900 block
of Dan St. for violating a
personal protection
order.

Wednesday, Nov. 13
• A hit-and-run acci-

dent happened at Caniff
and Klinger.

• An agent for a busi-
ness in the 9600 block
of Jos. Campau reported
that someone spray-

painted graffiti on their
work vehicle.

• A resident of Ypsi-
lanti was arrested, after
a traffic stop, for driving
without a license and for
being wanted on a war-
rant.

• A resident in the
2300 block of Andrus St.
reported a break-in.

• At about 7:30 p.m.,
a resident reported that,
while walking on Com-
mor St. toward the east
Jos. Campau alley, a sus-
pect asked him for a cig-
arette. As the resident
began to hand the sus-
pect a cigarette, the sus-
pect pointed a gun at
him and demanded his
wallet. The suspect then
fled. The suspect was
described as a black
male, almost 6-foot tall,
about 25 to 35 years
old, and wearing a black
sweat suit and black knit
hat.

Thursday, Nov. 14
• A resident of Grosse

Pointe Woods was ar-
Continued on page 8

Call 
(313) 874-2100

FURNISHED ROOM
FOR RENT

WEDNESDAYS, 7 p.m., every second Wednes-
day of the month – The 3C7 and Midtown Block
meets at 2339 Caniff PCS Senior Day Center. This
block club includes all residents and businesses
west of Jos. Campau and north of Holbrook.

WEDNESDAYS, Dec. 4, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. –
Free health screenings at People’s Community
Services, 8625 Jos. Campau. All ages welcome.
Blood pressure, chronic conditions, diabetes, nu-
trition management, etc.

MONDAY, Nov. 25, 9 a.m. – Wayne County Com-
missioner Martha G. Scott hosts a free Commu-
nity Coffee Hour every fourth Monday of the
month at Maine Street Restaurant, 11650 Jos.
Campau.

Coming events

FULLY STOCKED TRUCKS TO 
SERVE ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

248-542-8022
586-298-2380

  www.waterworkplumbing.com

PLUMBING? SEWER?
DRAIN PROBLEMS? 
WE CAN HELP!

CALL
TODAY:

$20 
OFF

New clients only. Not to be 
combined with any other offers.

MASTER PLUMBER
LICENSED & INSURED

AVAILABLE 24/7
EXPERT SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

CERTIFIED BACKFLOW TESTING

PLUMBING

HOUSE
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR RENT Advertisers should check their ad

following first publication. The
newspaper shall not be liable for
failure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publica-
tion except to the extent of the cost
of the ad for the first day’s inser-
tion. Adjustments for errors is lim-
ited to the cost of that portion of
the ad wherein the error occurred.
We reserve the right to classify,
revise or reject any classified ad-
vertisement.

HOUSE
FOR SALE

STORE FRONT
FOR LEASE



rested after assaulting a
police officer in front of
city hall.

• Two people were ar-
rested after a traffic stop
for misdemeanor of-
fenses.

Friday, Nov. 15
• At a little after 6

p.m., a person walking in
the area of Burger and
Fleming was struck by a
vehicle. The driver then
fled the scene.

• A resident in the
3200 block of Jacob St.
reported that their car
was stolen.

• A Detroit resident
was arrested while in the
Hamtramck 31st District
Court for being wanted
on multiple warrants.

• At 6 p.m., a woman
said that, while in the
area of Selfridge and
Commor, four males as-
saulted her.

Saturday, Nov. 17
• An agent for a Jos.

Campau business re-
ported a break-in.

Sunday, Nov. 18
• A Mitchell St. resi-

dent reported that her
stolen vehicle was re-
turned.

• An Edwin St. resi-
dent reported a garage
break-in.

• Officers recovered a
stolen vehicle in the
2300 block of Pulaski
St.

Monday, Nov. 18
• At 12:30 a.m., a per-

son was arrested after a
traffic stop for misde-
meanor traffic offenses.

• A resident of High-
land Park reported that,
while on Selfridge St.,
her wallet was stolen.

• A Norwalk St. resi-
dent reported a break-in.

• Officers noticed an
open door at a Jos. Cam-
pau business, and se-
cured it.

• A resident reported
damage to their property
in the 12000 block of
Selfridge St.
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Continued from page 7

Get Out 
on the 

Hamtown!

SRI SAI BABA

ASTROLOGER & PSYCHIC
ALL RELIGIONS WELCOME
PANDISH: SHIV SHANKAR JI
Passed Down Generation to Generation

Palm Reading H Face Reading H Horoscope
VEDIC SOLUTIONS AVAILABLE FOR:

JOB, LOVE, BUSINESS, SICKNESS, COURT, EDUCATION,
EMPLOYMENT, MARRIAGE, ENEMY, BLACK MAGIC, 

SECRET MATTERS, LUCKY NUMBERS, ETC.

BRING BACK LOVED ONES IN 11 DAYS ONLY
I Will Remove & Destroy All Bad Luck, Witchcraft,

Obeyah, Jadoo, Voodo & Protect You From All Evils
NOBODY CAN BREAK MY WORK,

IT’S MY CHALLENGE!
PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL 

100% GUARANTEED RESULTSH H

248-635-3654
Sobieski St., Hamtramck, MI 48212

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 9AM-8PM

(313) 874-2100

Get 
Yourself 
NOTICED!
Place 
an ad
today.

Samaritans Community Food
Assistance Program

for Hamtramck Residents
and Surrounding Areas

Bring proof of income, and picture ID

8625 Jos. Campau
11am-12pm

Every 2nd Monday 
of the Month

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walk-Ins Welcomed. Open Saturday & Sunday too!
Enhancing Your smile, health & life

Consultation
Exam & X-Ray

$40
$75 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

We perform all areas of 
Dentistry with specialty in:
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Root Canals
• Dental Implants 
• Oral Surgery
• Restoration & Whitening    
• Crown & Bridges

Dr. Kabra
PEARL DENTALCALL NOW 313.870.9423

Entrance
from Rear

Conant

Evaline

Edwin

Norwalk

Doremus

HHolbrook

Serving the Hamtramck 
Community for Over 19 Years

Come in 
before the end

of the year

Use your dental
benefits before
you lose them!


