
By Alan Madlane
If you’re looking for a

way to celebrate, honor
or remember Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. or his
legacy, Hamtramck’s got
your back.

The Concerned
Women of Hamtramck
has once again
arranged for a prayer
breakfast on MLK day,
this coming Monday,
January 20, from 9 to
11:30 a.m.

It will be their 23rd an-
nual such event, this
time titled “Legacy Past
& Present.” It will be
held at the Hamtramck
Community Center at
11350 Charest St., the
building just south of
Hamtramck High
School.

In addition to the
breakfast, there will be
a talent contest for stu-
dents of the eight Ham-
tramck public schools
(Hamtramck High,
Kosciuszko Middle
School, Dickinson West,
Dickinson East, Hol-
brook Elementary, Tau
Beta School, Early
Childhood Elementary,
and Horizon School).
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FRD PHARMACY
9811 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 871-1115
Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

www.sav-mor.com

DRUG STORES

“Your Pharmacy Experts”
Additional Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and Generic

Medications

$400
GENERICS
30-DAY SUPPLY*

$999
GENERICS
90-DAY SUPPLY*

Over 500 drugs available. 
See www.sav-mor.com for details.

Manage Your Meds Anywhere with
the FRD Pharmacy MOBILE APP

TALK TO A DOCTOR
anytime, anywhere.

Introducing

My T Health Plus
Unlimited calls to a doctor,

for you and your family.
$1499

/mo.
www.MTHealthplus.com
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$ 699
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$ 699
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Closed Sunday
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HAPPY 
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www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Hamtramck 

Since 1965.
• Licensed & Insured 

• Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation • Repairs

By Charles Sercombe
Now that 2019 is be-

hind us, it’s time once
again to dust off our crys-
tal ball and gaze into the
future – the year 2020, to
be exact.

Just what news and is-
sues can we expect in
the coming 12 months?

As usual, plenty of the
issues that will remain
ongoing are leftovers
from 2019.

One issue that received
a lot of attention last year
was the future of the GM
Poletown plant, and its fi-
nancial impact to the city.

It’s still on the top of
the list of things to
watch.

Last year, there was a
scare that GM would ac-
tually follow through on
its announcement of
closing the plant, along
with four other North
American plants.

That was truly a bomb-
shell, considering GM

just recently built the
plant in the 1980s -- to
much controversy and
fanfare. For Hamtramck,
it would have been a fi-
nancially devastating
blow because, under the
terms of a special deal,
GM paid the city about
$700,000 a year in lieu
of property taxes.

A small portion of the
plant straddles the Ham-
tramck side of the Detroit
border.

Losing that amount of
money might seem like a
drop in the bucket for the
City of Detroit, but in
Hamtramck, it would
have crippled us.

GM eventually did a
turnabout on the plant
and saved it.

But… and in this case,
but is not a good thing…
the plant will be closed
for up to two years while
it retools in order to even-
tually produce electric-fu-

By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck police offi-

cers once again nabbed
armed robbery crews.

Last Friday, there were
two incidents involving
suspects using a black
Chevy Impala as a get-
away vehicle.

The first incident in-
volved two suspects at-
tempting an armed
robbery in the afternoon
in the area of Ellery and
Caniff.

They picked on the
wrong victim.

That person, when told
to hand over his money,
explained to them he
simply had none. For
that, the victim was pis-
tol whipped, and then the
suspects fled.

Javan Jackson, 18, of
Detroit, was charged with
that assault along with
other felony charged that
include:  Armed Robbery
involving a serious injury;
assault with Intent to do
great bodily harm less
than murder; carrying a
concealed weapon, as-
sault with a dangerous
weapon, felony firearm. 

Jackson was the only
once charged in that at-
tempted robbery and as-
sault.

Later in the day, the
four suspects were seen
stealing packages from
porches in the area of
Mackay and Pulaski.

They once again made
their getaway in an Im-
pala.

Officers caught up with
them and pulled them
over.

By Greg Kowalski
“Where did the money

go?”
If you were in Ham-

tramck exactly 50 years
ago, you would be famil-
iar with that question. It
was the slogan that pro-
pelled Raymond Wojtow-
icz into the mayor’s chair
in Hamtramck. 

In the winter of 1969-
1970, Wojtowicz tapped
into the frustrations of
many Hamtramckans
who were watching their
hometown sink into fi-
nancial ruin.

Wojtowicz, who died
last week after serving
as mayor and then hav-
ing a remarkably suc-
cessfully career outside
of Hamtramck, was virtu-
ally a political outsider in
1970 when he joined the
mayoral race. Elections
were held in the early
spring back then, with
the primary election held
in February.

It was a time of tremen-
dous political turmoil in
Hamtramck as the city
teetered on the edge of

What’s in store for the coming
year? Just look back to last

You’ve read what we
think will be the top is-
sues for this year, and
now it’s City Manager
Kathy Angerer’s turn.

Here are her top is-
sues:

• Bringing jobs back
to the Detroit-Ham-
tramck GM Assembly
Plant

• Adopting a bal-

anced budget for 2020-
21 

• Solving MERS pen-
sion obligation increase

• Infrastructure im-
provements:   Road,
water and sewer lines
on Holbrook from Jos.
Campau to Lumpkin,
and on Caniff from I-75
to Jos. Campau

City manager outlines her
goals for the new year  

Continued on page 2 Continued on page 2

Raymond Wojtowicz:
A voice of reason

Continued on page 4

Crime watch:
Armed
robbery
gangs 
arrested

MLK Day
celebration
at HHS center      

Will 2020 be the year that city and school officials secure a
multi-million-dollar grant to renovate Hamtramck Stadium?
That’s just one of many issues the city will face this year.

Raymond Wojtowicz, who died Jan.8, was a former
Hamtramck mayor and went on to be Wayne County
Treasurer for many years.



eled vehicles.
According to the pay-

ment plan with the city,
that means the city will
stop receiving $700,000
a year for that time pe-
riod, because the plant
will be idle.

So, it’s back to the fi-
nancial drawing board for
city officials while they
brace for the financial
blowback.

Could part of this finan-
cial puzzle be solved by a
new contract with the fire-
fighters’ union?

Contract negotiations
are underway, and it’s a

good bet that something
is going to change. What-
ever it is, it will take place
months from now.

Also, at the end of June
the employment contract
with police officers ex-
pires.

There could be an at-
tempt at cutting corners
there as well.

As if all that isn’t bad
enough, the city’s pen-
sion obligation for this
year shot up by about 47
percent, from a yearly
payment of $1.3 million
to around $2 million.

Needless to say, the

city manager is going to
have her work cut out for
her this year.

Our suggestion to the
manager: You’re going to
need a big bottle of Tums
– and aspirin.

Recreation-wise, the
city is seeking a grant to
further develop Veterans
Park, which has already
undergone a substantial
transformation. There are
now various types of chil-
dren’s play equipment, an
outdoor soccer arena,
and a volleyball beach
area.

If we are lucky, we may
even hear back about a
possible multi-million-dol-
lar grant from the Ralph
C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation
to fix up the historic base-
ball stadium.

Over at the public
school district, the school
board is taking steps to
seek a $35 million bond
issue to continue building
improvements and con-
struct a new school next
to Kosciuszko Middle
School, as well as add
another floor to the ad-
ministration building.

This ambitious plan
would require voter ap-
proval. It’s likely going to
take a herculean effort by
school officials and com-
munity members to get it
passed.

Cultural ly -speaking,
Paczki Day is right around
the corner this year, on
Feb. 25. That’s when the
streets of Hamtramck
turn into a Mardi Gras of
the north, as thousands
of paczki-loving fans flock
into town to party and
dance to live music in our
bars.

And then two days later,
the annual Hamtramck
Music Fest kicks off on
Feb. 27 and runs through
Feb. 29. A huge number
of bands, performers and
DJs will be playing in
dozens of venues, includ-
ing bars, veterans halls
and even the public li-
brary.

Now that’s a lot of par-
tying for one week!

It’s seems like we
barely scratched the sur-
face, but perhaps this is
a good place to end – just
thinking about all of it is
making our heads spin.
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A HUD High 
Performer

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878
Hamtramck Housing Com-
mission (HHC) does not
discriminate on the basis
of race, color, religion, na-
tional origin, sex, handicap
or familial status

Hamtramck 
Senior Plaza

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

Toddler Time
Thursdays

11:30 am-12:30 pm
Children up to age 5
and their parents and
caregivers are invited
for stories & songs

followed by playtime.

Movie Night
Tuesdays @4:00pm

Family Friendly Movies
Snacks provided!

Building Club
Wednesday, Jan. 22
3:30 pm – 4:45 pm
Drop in for unstruc-
tured creative play,

ages 3 and up
Lego, zoob,

megablocks, and
more!

Homework Help &
SAT Test Prep

Fridays 
3:00 pm -5:00 pm
Call the library to 

sign up.

A Decade of World
Cinema

1959-1969
Tuesdays @ 5:30 pm

January 23 & 
February 6

Brown Bag Book Club
Friday, February 7 

@12:00 pm
The Underground 

Railroad
By Colson Whitehead

Free Jazz Concerts!
The Hamtramck 
Library presents

Larry Smith Quartet 
in Concert

Friday, January 24 
@5:30 pm

This concert is free
and open to the public

The Phile Hale Trio 
in Concert

Thursday, February 6
@5:30 pm

This concert is free
and open to the public

Meet the Author
Kenny Karpov
February 13 
@ 6:00pm

Stories from theaters
of conflict in Iraq,
Syria, and Eastern

Ukraine

For more information about events at the 
library call (313) 733-6822, or visit its

website at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where
you can also access the online catalog. 

The library is located at 2360 Caniff.

This week at the library...
Samaritans Community Food

Assistance Program
for Hamtramck Residents

and Surrounding Areas
Bring proof of income, and picture ID

8625 Jos. Campau
11am-12pm

Every 2nd Monday 
of the Month

GALA HOLIDAY CONCERT
Saturday, January 25
at Our Lady Queen of Apostles Church, 

the Polonaise Chorale of Hamtramck will perform
Polish and English Christmas carols during the

5:30 p.m. Mass and after Mass, under the 
direction of Antoni Maczka, organist at St. Florian

Parish.  According to Polish custom, carols are
sung every year from Christmas Eve right up to
Candlemas on February 2.  Admission is free.

3851 Prescott • Hamtramck • 313-891-1520
www.ourladyqueenofapostles.com

What’s in store for the coming
year? Just look back to last year 
Continued from front page

• Settlement of con-
tract with Firefighters --
IAFF 750

• Finalization of the
Hamtramck Recreation
Plan and Rehabilitation
efforts for the historic
Hamtramck Stadium

• Continuous improved
services for residents, in-
cluding the launch of an

app for reporting city is-
sues and concerns to
city administration

• Updating city website
• Appointment of Com-

munity and Economic De-
velopment/DDA Manager 

Asked for comment,
she said:

“The city administra-
tion is focusing on contin-

uous improvement of the
delivery of quality serv-
ices for our residents,
while stabilizing our rev-
enue and carefully exam-
ining our expenditures, to
make sure we use our re-
sources in the best pos-
sible way to achieve
excellent results.”

City manager outlines her
goals for the new year
Continued from front page

Jackson also was
charged with stealing
mail.

Also charged with that
crime were: Malik
Charleston, 19, of Ham-
tramck, and Taven Sner-
ling, 17, of Detroit.

The stolen packages
were retrieved.

Another robbery crew
was arrested recently for
two robberies from Dec.
30.  Two men and a
woman reportedly used
assault rifles in the inci-
dents.

Arrested were: Larry
Bailey, 30, and Allante
Williams, 27. Both are
Detroit residents, and
both are habitual offend-
ers.

The woman was ar-
rested but later released
without charges.

Back in November, offi-
cers nabbed three sus-
pects who went on a
two-day armed robbery
spree.

In other crime news, a
suspect possibly linked
to a number of garage
break-ins was arrested
last December.

Some residents got a
glimpse of the suspect,
whose description always

had one key thing in com-
mon: His “getaway vehi-
cle” was a bicycle.

On Sunday, Dec. 28,
his luck ran out.

In the daily incident re-
port issued by the de-
partment, it was noted
that the suspect, who is
a Detroit resident, was
arrested in connection
with those break-ins.

The arrested occurred
at 11:30 at night. There

were few details re-
leased, but it was re-
ported that the suspect
was arrested for obstruc-
tion, possessing “danger-
ous drugs,” and
possessing burglary
tools. 

The suspect also at-
tempted to flee on his bi-
cycle but was
apprehended in the area
of McDougall and Car-
penter streets.

Crime watch:
Armed robbery gangs arrested
Continued from front page

First place will net a cool
$100, while second
place will get $50 and
third $25.

The general schedule
will, more or less, be: An
official welcome, a bless-
ing of the food, and the
singing of the Black Na-
tional Anthem and Amer-
ica the Beautiful at about
9:15; breakfast served
immediately after; the
talent show will follow at
approximately 10 or so;
then, 20 “Legacy” hon-
orees will be named;

keynote speaker and re-
cently retired School Su-
perintendent Tom Niczay
will speak; and finally, a
special guest will provide
a short musical send-off.

Donations for the event
are $20 for adults and
$10 for those under 18.
You can reserve a table
for 8 for $150, a slight
savings.

Tickets are now avail-
able at the above-men-
tioned eight Hamtramck
schools’ offices.

Continued front page

Quick Hits

Get Out on 

the Hamtown!
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It’s Time to Pray, 
Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-5191   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

We are an Active
Parish Serving the

Community 

Celebrating 97 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church

January 11 – Soup Kitchen 
2-4 pm Everyone Welcome!

January 27 – Mass for the 
People on our Prayer List 7 pm

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

Leaders
in Short-Term

Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery 
and quality care through 
our comprehensive 
rehabilitation program.

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Best quality for the best prices.
Prices Starting at

$10
9517 Jos. Campau
— Hamtramck —

Call for Hours

Senior &
Veterans
Discounts

Support Your Local
Businesses - Get Out
on the Hamtown!

By Charles Sercombe
Could there be trouble

brewing in city council?
In what is usually a rou-

tine matter, the vote to
appoint a mayor pro tem
at last week’s city council
meeting was anything but
routine.

The council split in a tie
whether to appoint Coun-
cilmember Ian Perrotta to
that position, forcing
Mayor Karen Majewski to
cast the tie-breaking
vote.

She voted in favor of
Perrotta, whose main
duty as mayor pro tem is
to run council meetings
when the mayor is ab-
sent.

Councilmembers Fadel
Al-Marsoumi, Mo-
hammed Alsomiri, and
Mohammed Hassan
were opposed to appoint-
ing Perrotta to the posi-
tion, but they did not say
why.

Alsomiri and Hassan
are newly elected to the
council, although Hassan
has served on council be-
fore.

The other newly-elected

councilmember, Nayeem
Chowdhury, voted in favor
of Perrotta.

Mayor Majewski said
it’s far too early to predict
how the council will get
along.

“I’m pretty jaded about
all this, and not really
concerned about divi-
sions -- votes will proba-
bly align and realign over

time,” Majewski said.
“Same old, same old. I

remember other divided
votes over mayor pro
tem, including one that
went through multiple
votes until I finally said
enough and broke the
tie. I learned from that to
end the misery and just
vote. Anyway, I think it’s
just too early to figure out

the lay of the land.”
Meanwhile, over at the

school board, the annual
appointment of who will
be president took a new
turn.

Board President Mag-
gie Srodek decided to
step down from that posi-
tion. Instead, Board Vice
President Evan Major will
take on that role.

New city council year starts
off with division 

By Alan Madlane
Were they dancin’ in

the streets?
Not quite, but the mood

was festive nonetheless
as State Representative
Isaac Robinson (D-De-
troit) and others honored
a few local Motown he-
roes a couple of weeks
ago on the eve of the
record label’s 60th year.

The ceremony was an
early one, “prying open”
the doors of new Ham-
tramck hotspot The Film
Lab at the unaccustomed
hour of 10:30 a.m. for
the 11 o’clock fete. 

Those being lauded in-
cluded Joe Billingslea, Jr.,

a member of the original
Contours, best known for
their hits “Do You Love
Me” and “First I Look at
the Purse” (the latter cov-
ered memorably by the J.
Geils Band on their 1972
live album “Full House”).

Other musicians like-
wise honored included
two members of (former
Detroit City Councilmem-
ber Martha Reeves’
band) the Vandellas, An-
nette Beard (Simmons,
now) and Rosalind Ash-
ford; former Marvelette
Katherine Anderson
Schaffer; and Carolyn
Crawford, who was
signed to the label at the

age of 13.
On hand for the cere-

mony were Hamtramck
City Manager Kathy An-
gerer, (now ex-) Coun-
cilmember Anam Miah,
Wayne County Commis-
sioner Jewel Ware; Presi-
dent of the Detroit Black
Music Awards, Misty
Love; President and CEO
of WJZZ-FM, Rodger Pen-
zabene, Jr.; choreogra-
pher Lisa McCall, who
has worked with Aretha,
as well as Chaka Khan
and Lena Horne; and jazz
singer Sky Covington,
who herself is a four-time
Detroit Music Awards
winner.

Each honoree received
a large, framed recogni-
tion from the state for
their contributions.

Motown stars were in the
spotlight at city’s Film Lab 

Get Out on the Hamtown!

2403 Holbrook
Hamtramck

313-872-0387
Home of the Original

Taco & Reuben Pierogies

RIB DINNER
• 3 Bones • Fries • Cole Slaw

OPEN 11 am

KELLY’S
BAR
LIQUOR ONLY

The new city council got off to an awkward start at its first meeting of the year
over who should be appointed as mayor pro tem.
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bankruptcy, with a com-
mon council that was
barely coherent, let alone
functional. 

Wojtowicz stepped into
the fray as a voice of rea-
son and responsibility,
with a clear vision of the
problem -- and how to
deal with it.

“The first thing we
should have is open
books,” Wojtowicz said.
“For too long, the city has
operated in such a way
that the public can’t
check on how or what de-
cisions are being made.”

Wojtowicz called for an-
nual audits, and for bring-
ing the public into the
decision-making process,
among other actions.

His comments regis-
tered with the city’s vot-
ers, and he came in
second in the primary
election, behind city
Treasurer William V. Koz-
erski. 

It was the first time in
Hamtramck’s history

than incumbent mayor
was defeated in the pri-
mary election. That was
Mayor Joseph Grzecki,
Sr., a well-intentioned,
dedicated man who was
overwhelmed by the city’s
list of growing problems.

Meanwhile, Kozerski
had outpolled Wojtowicz
2,661 votes to 2,558,
and few had expected
Wojtowicz to win in the
April general election, but
Wojtowicz showed just
how much the residents
wanted a change. Woj-
towicz easily took the
win, 5,484 votes to
4,103.

“This administration
will place the government
back in the hands of the
people,” Wojtowicz said. 

But reality set in before
he settled into his office
at city hall. As Wojtowicz
looked at the books, it
was apparent the city’s fi-
nancial state was far
worse than most people
suspected.

After barely a week in
office, Wojtowicz and the
common council were
presented with a 15-page
document listing the
city’s mass of unpaid
bills. In all, it contained
about 700 items, includ-
ing DTE and phone bills,
that had not been paid
since the previous sum-
mer. The bottom line was
$369,515.67.

But that was just a
small portion of the total
debt. Taking all the debt
into account, the city had
a pile of bills amounting
to $3.2 million. On top of
that, the city was mired in
the R-31 Urban Renewal
lawsuit, in which the city
was accused of using the
urban renewal program to
oust black residents from
the city.

This had drawn the at-
tention of the State of
Michigan. In May, 1970,
James Marling, deputy
treasurer for the state,
met with Wojtowicz and

the Common Council to
review the situation. 

Marling was direct: “I
have never seen a city in
the state of Michigan in
such a mess as Ham-
tramck,” he said. 

He then outlined what
the city was going to
have to do, including pro-
ducing a balanced
budget and laying off at
least 125 employees.

That set the tone for
the remainder of Wojtow-
icz’s tenure in office.  It
seemed that, whatever
direction he faced, Woj-
towicz found an adver-
sary. The city workers
were furious over the lay-
offs: the common council
regularly opposed what-
ever he proposed,
when they did anything at
all, and finally became so
dysfunctional that four
members were recalled,
and the state ultimately
took over control of the
city’s finances.

Even after many diffi-
cult decisions had been
made and a more rea-
sonable common council
installed, Wojtowicz had
a tenuous relationship
with the adversaries he
had accumulated. 

In 1973, a new adver-
sary emerged. Former
Mayor Al Zak, who had
served from 1953 to
1963, said he had been
recruited by disgruntled
residents to come back. 

He had left Hamtramck
politics to take a job with
Wayne County, but to
many residents Zak rep-
resented Hamtramck’s
Golden Age, when the al-
leys were cleaner that
most town’s main
streets. 

In the election that
year, Zak narrowly de-
feated Wojtowicz, 4,425
to 4,409 votes.

While that ended Woj-
towicz’s  service as
mayor, he went on to a
distinguished 38 years
as Wayne County Treas-
urer.

Wojtowicz was a man
who measured his words
carefully when he spoke.
His actions in Ham-
tramck show they came
from careful considera-
tion. 

And while his tenure as
mayor was short, he
proved to be a voice of
reason at a time when
that was sorely lacking.

Raymond Wojtowicz: 
A voice of reason
Continued from front page

Upcoming Events
• January 20 -- No

school for students and
staff.  Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Day.  

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Day Breakfast sponsored
by HPS and The Con-
cerned Women of Ham-
tramck.

The breakfast will take
place at the Hamtramck
Community Center from 9-
11:30 a.m. The adult
ticket prices are $20, chil-
dren ticket prices $10 and
a table for 8 people will be
$150.   

Tickets are available at
HPS district office or any
HPS public school.   HPS
students will be perform-
ing at the breakfast.

• January 22 -- Ham-
tramck High School Se-
mester Exams. Half day for
Hamtramck High School
(HHS.)

• January 23 -- Ham-
tramck High School and
Kosciuszko Middle School
(KMS) Semester Exams-
Half day for HHS and

KMS.  Records day in af-
ternoon for HHS and KMS.

• January 24 -- Ham-
tramck High School, Hori-
zon and Kosciuszko
Middle School (KMS) Se-
mester Exams- Half day for
HHS, Horizon and KMS.
Records day in afternoon
for HHS, Horizon and KMS.

• January 24 -- Half day
for all elementary
schools.   Records day in
afternoon for all elemen-
tary schools.

• January 24 -- End of
2nd Quarter and 1st se-
mester.

• January 30 -- Report
Card #2 distributed.
Recreation Department

For information about
recreation activities, give
us a call at (313) 892-
2635. Follow us on Face-
book for the most
up-to-date information:

www.Facebook.com/Ha
mtramckRecreationDepart-
ment

Compiled by 
Janice Gandelman

By Charles Sercombe
You don’t have to watch

the news every day to re-
alize the world appears
to be falling apart.

Wars, wild fires, street
protests, earthquakes,
famine, political divisive-
ness – you name it, it’s
happening.

To bring a little per-
spective to things, and
maybe some peace of
mind as well, Arif Huskic
of Common Word Al-
liance, an interfaith or-
ganization, hosted a
“Unity Prayer” Tuesday
afternoon at Zussman
Park.

About 20 residents,
clergy members and city
officials gathered in the
park, despite chilly tem-

peratures.
Huskic said that many

folks in Hamtramck are
immigrants from war-torn
countries, and are still
concerned about events
happening in their former
homelands.

“What happens over
there, they feel here,”
Huskic said, as he
touched his heart.

Huskic himself es-
caped civil war in Bosnia
over 20 years ago, and is
thankful for the United
States allowing him into
this country, and for “ac-
cepting me as a brother.”

After several attendees
spoke, the group dis-
persed, perhaps feeling a
little bit more at peace.

Interfaith group
holds prayer session
for world peace

Notice of Public Hearing 
Plan Commission 
City of Hamtramck 

The City of Hamtramck Plan Commission will conduct a public hearing on Wednesday, February 5, 2020 at 6:30pm. The 
meeting will be held at City Hall, 3401 Evaline St, Hamtramck, Michigan 48212. The public is invited to attend and comment at 
the public hearing or to make written comments before the date of the hearing. Written comments should be made to the attention 
of Grace Stamper, ATTN: Plan Commission, 3401 Evaline St., Hamtramck, MI 48212. The subject of the hearing is: 

• A request for special land use approval for a mixed-use commercial and residential building located at 8902 Joseph 
Campau per section VI 2.03 of the Hamtramck Zoning Ordinance 

• Rezoning 2930 and 2936 Goodson from Residential to CBD, Central Business District, per section XIV 1.02 of the 
Hamtramck zoning ordinance 

• Amendments to the Hamtramck Zoning Ordinance 
Please note: This notice is posted in compliance with PA 267 of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings Act), MCLA 41.71 a (2) (3) 
and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). The City of Hamtramck will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and 
services, such as signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the Meeting to 
Individuals with disabilities at the Meeting or Public Hearing upon 10 day notice to the City Clerk’s Office. Individuals with 
disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the Hamtramck City Clerk by writing or calling the Clerk’s Office 

at 313-800-5233 x. 821. 

Place an Ad in 
The Review

Call (313) 874-2100

Arif Huskic (center) of Common Word Alliance held
a prayer meeting on Tuesday at Zussman Park.
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FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600

$895

In Our Opinion

In this week’s paper,
we explore some of the
issues that will be com-
ing up in the new year.

Hamtramck’s financial
security will continue to
take up a lot of space in
upcoming issues.

That’s because the
Story of the Year in
2019 will continue, in
2020, to be the GM Po-
letown plant.

GM will be closing the
plant likely for two
years, in order to retool
it for the production of
electric-fueled vehicles.
While the plant is shut
down, the city won’t re-
ceived about $700,000
a year in a special pay-
ment arrangement in
lieu of the company pay-
ing property taxes.

That is going to be a
huge hit to the city’s
yearly operating budget.

We have faith that City
Manager Kathy Angerer,
and the city council, can
steer around this pitfall.

We are also optimistic
that the city and school
partnership to expand
recreation, and secure
major grants to improve
Veterans Park and the
historic baseball sta-
dium will pay off this
year – bigtime.

The key here is coop-
eration.

Hamtramck politics
has a deserved reputa-
tion of being brutal and
divisive. Sometimes, we
are our own worst
enemy.

We have recently,
more or less, had a
functioning relationship
between the council
and the city manager.
But the new council was
off to a bit of a rough
start at their first meet-
ing last week.

The council was need-
lessly divided over
whether to vote in sup-
port of Councilmember
Ian Perrotta to fill the
role of Mayor Pro Tem –

a title which basically
means that he would
conduct council meet-
ings in the mayor’s ab-
sence.

He clearly has the ex-
perience to handle the
duties of that position.
Why in the world did
three councilmembers,
Mohammed Alsomiri,
Fadel Al-Marsoumi and
Mohammed Hassan,
vote in opposition?

The vote resulted in a
tie, and required Mayor
Karen Majewski to
break it. She voted in
support of Perrotta.

Those voting in oppo-
sition did not offer an
explanation before the
vote, and also did not
offer one later in the
meeting.

That was not an aus-
picious beginning of the
new year.

Let’s hope it was a
fluke.

The key to Hamtramck’s
success this year: Cooperation

The Hamtramck Review
Published every Friday

3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212  
Phone: 313-874-2100   Fax: 313-874-2101

www.hamtramckreview.com • email news@thehamtramckreview.com
Publisher:  John Ulaj • (248) 866-1110 •  julaj@thehamtramckreview.com
Editor: Charles Sercombe Office Manager:  Jean Ingenthron
Sales Manager:  Dave Sweet               Copy Editor: Alan Madlane

This newspaper is not responsible for mistakes in advertising beyond the cost of the space involved.

The Review's 2020 Official 
City Business Directory is about to hit the
streets. It includes the phone numbers of

local area businesses from A to Z. 
Advertisers, get on board for a unique 

opportunity to have your message delivered to
10,000 households and  businesses in Hamtramck
and the nearby areas of Detroit in February 2020.

Call Dave at 
(313) 874-2100

Hurry! Deadline is 
Jan. 31, 2020

Safe and sound… A
huge sigh of relief could
be heard in town on
Wednesday afternoon.

That’s when the Ham-
tramck Police Depart-
ment let it be known that
a 25-year old woman
missing since Dec. 17
had been located.

Police Chief Anne
Moise had few details
about the woman’s
whereabouts, but said
she was safe and had
left of her own accord. In
an email she sent to The
Review, Moise said:

“The Hamtramck Police
Department received in-
formation that a
person  believed to
be  Camay Lowe had
been located and was
safe.   

“Her family was con-
tacted and have con-
firmed with detectives
that it is Camay.  She is
safe, and appears to
have left on her own -- no
foul play suspected.    

“That is all the informa-
tion we are going to re-
lease out of respect for
the privacy for Camay
and her family.    

“We appreciate all the
concern and assistance
from the community, and
we are very happy to
know she was found
safe.”  

Celebrated… Last Sat-
urday afternoon there
was a reunion of Ham-
tramck folks at a bar in
Warren.

The reason for the get-
together?

To say hello to an old
friend of the city, Nick
Shamma. Nick coached
little league baseball for
generations of Hamtram-
ckans, starting in the
early 1960s and even
through the 1990s,
where he coached the St.
Florian High School base-
ball team.

A number of old-timers
will also remember Nick
as the friendly clerk at
the Hamtramck Post Of-
fice, where he worked for
about 30 years.

And many others will re-
member Nick as an
usher at Tiger Stadium
and later at Comerica
Park.

He’s still pretty spry,
and looking good at age
81.

Free concert…
The Hamtramck Public Li-
brary is hosting a jazz
concert, co-sponsored by
the Jazz Foundation of
America.

The featured act will be
the Larry Smith Quartet.
The band is set up as
sax, guitar, stand-up bass
and drums. They are ap-
parently not to be con-
fused with the Key
West-based Larry Smith
Quartet, which is piano-
led, features Dave

Brubeck’s son on drums,
and has several record-
ings out.

But what they are is
free and open to the pub-
lic, and you can’t beat
that deal with a trumpet
mute.

The show will be Friday,
January 24 at 5:30 p.m.
at the library, 2360 Can-
iff.

A fine way to pass
some “tempus.” As in,
“tempo.”

Never mind.

Artist exhibition…
One of our cultural gems,
Public Pool, is hosting yet
another off-beat art ex-
hibit.

This one, by mystery
artist (well, we couldn’t
find a Facebook page for
them, anyway) “Bumbo,”
is called “Smokers,
Nudes and Creeps.” 

The press release fea-
tures an example of
each. Bumbo’s style re-
calls the German style
expressionism of David
Bowie’s work. And it all
comes with back story.

You can help usher this
art into the world on Sat-
urday, Jan. 25, at the
gallery, 3309 Caniff (on
the north side of the
street, at the corner of
Gallagher). This opening
reception will run from 7
to 11 p.m., and will fea-
ture DJ Wade presumably
pumping the jam. Or such.

But still: fun.

Benefit… As just about
everyone knows, City
Clerk August Gitschlag
moonlights at Whiskey in
the Jar as a bartender ex-
traordinaire.

He gave us a heads-up
about a benefit that is
near and dear to many of
us: To help out the ani-
mals caught up in Aus-
tralia’s hellish fires.

All proceeds collected
on Friday, Jan. 31, start-
ing at 8 p.m., will be sent
to deserving organiza-
tions trying to save these
poor animals.

Here’s what co-orga-
nizer Michelle Slisinger
has to say about what’s
going on there:

“All across Australia,
devastating brushfires
have left vital habitats

(destroyed) and so many
animals from koalas to
kangaroos to fruit bats
have been displaced. 

“Now as they try to es-
cape the flames, there
are not only burn injuries,
but also animals coming
onto roads, being hit by
cars, and attacked by
dogs, so it really is a
tough situation and it's
going to be something
that's going to take years
to recover from.

“Australia Zoo Wildlife
Warriors was established
in 2002 by Steve and
Terri Irwin as a way to in-
clude and involve other
caring people in the pro-
tection of injured, threat-
ened or endangered
wildlife -- from the individ-
ual animal to an entire
species.”

Features of the night in-
clude Fosters beer spe-
cials, a 50/50 raffle and
a kissing booth.

Whiskey is located on
Yemans, just west of Jos.
Campau.

Donations will be made
to the Steve Irwin's Foun-
dation,Wildlife Warriors,
and the Australia Zoo
Wildlife Hospital.

And here is what dona-
tions from all over will
help accomplish:

1. Purchasing and re-
generating crucial habitat
for species affected by
human impact, drought
and wildfires. 

2. Planning a ward for
flying foxes at the Aus-
tralia Zoo Wildlife Hospi-
tal. Flying fox (or fruit bat)
admissions have skyrock-
eted this fire season, and
the ward will allow care
for more while they un-
dergo treatment. 

3. Designing a crèche
for orphaned flying foxes,
where they will learn how
to be wild again before
being released to a wild
colony. 

4. Sending medical
supplies to wildlife res-
cuers and caregivers on
the frontline of the fire-af-
fected areas. 

5. Putting together bat
caregiver packs to be
sent home with wildlife
caregivers. These include
bottles, milk formula and
bat wraps. 

Continued on page 6

Friends of Nick Shamma met last weekend to honor
his many years volunteering as a little league coach.
Hundreds of Hamtramck kids learned the game
thanks to him.
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FMIC
Food Ministries in 

Collaboration

� �

SINCE WE ALL FALL SHORT OF THE
GLORY OF THE LORD AND WE ARE ALL
OUR OWN WORST ENEMY HERE IS A
PRAYER YOU CAN SAY BEFORE YOU
START OUT EACH DAY HEAVENLY 

FATHER PLEASE SAVE ME FROM ME

To make a tax deductible 
donation send to:

Harp of God Ministry
FMIC

P.O. Box 11361
Detroit, MI 48202

P.S. Send copy to friends

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110
HUD Certified

Looking to buy single & 
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Certified Residential 
Specialist

John Ulaj 
Commercial Broker/Owner

A HUD Certified Agent

Drowning in Mortgage
Debt? I Can Help...
I buy properties in 

as-is condition for CASH!

Get It Sold in the
Real Estate Corner

Call Dave at 
(313) 874-2100 to

Place Your Ad!

leanneconger@gmail.comOffice (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

DiamondRealty and Associates

Sell Your Home for Top Dollar!

451 Miller Rochester Condo - $124,900 ............................SOLD
3965 Caniff - $199,900................................................PENDING
2342 Hewitt - $49,900 ......................................................SOLD

2315 Yemans
$137,500

Amazing completely 
updated single 

family that could be 
easily converted to two
family! Located in the
heart of Hamtramck.

2707 Trowbridge
$89,900

Single family home
with great location!

Backs up to St.
Ladislaus Church

14207 Castle
Warren

$209,900

City Hall Insider …City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days? 
We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.

3,212 Sq Ft home built in 
1996 sits on 16 acres and
has a finished basement.

Did You Know?

The Hamtramck Review is Online
Never miss an issue!

www.TheHamtramckReview.com

Brick Ranch with attached garage on
largest lot in cul-de-sac!  Full finished
basement and three seasons room.

Thornville Road
Metamora Twp.
COMING SOON!

• We accept most 
insurance policies

• Our prices are very 
competitive

• We carry a large selection 
of natural products, Polish
medicines and cosmetics

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge)

A professional
pharmacy 

serving your
needs.

Chet Kasprzak
Pharmacist

Leanne 
Zaliwski-Conger
Hamtramck Native/Specialist

Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Visit www.DiamondRealty-Associates.com

6. Purchasing commer-
cial food preparation
equipment for wildlife
care groups to cater to a
huge number of patients. 

7. Constructing a cli-
mate-controlled intensive
care ward for our ever-
growing number of koala
patients.

So, please stop by for
some fun and donate to
a very good cause.

Lost in the mail…
Every once and awhile we
all get someone else’s
mail. Usually it’s for
someone who lives
nearby.

And then there are
whopping cases of misdi-
rected mail.

Recently, an anony-
mous resident dropped
off a piece of mail that
was delivered to their

residence here in Ham-
tramck, but was ad-
dressed to a person
living in Shelbyville,
Michigan – some 170
miles off course.

The street name (4th
St.) on the envelope is
not a Hamtramck street,
so there was no mistake
based on that.

Our resident wrote us a
note, in exasperation,
saying: 

“I guess it could qualify
for the Guinness Book of
World Records. … I don’t
use the word ‘unbeliev-
able’ very often, but in
this case, it’s perfectly
justified: UNBELIEV-
ABLE!!!”

Indeed.
And yes, we turned the

piece of mail in to the
post office.

Continued from page 5

By Charles Sercombe
The city council met on

Dec. 10, and all coun-
cilmembers were pres-
ent.

Included in the council
agenda packet was a Uni-
versity of Michigan study
of Banglatown, concern-
ing how the city can fur-
ther develop it.

The study recom-
mended that the city look
into numerous state and
federal grants and tax in-
centives, among several
other suggestions.

The study is available
for viewing online at the
city’s webpage.

During public comment,
Justin Jessop had this
message for the three
councilmembers, Anam
Miah, Abu Musa and
Saad Almasmari, who
were leaving public office
at the end of the month:
“Good riddance, god
speed and good luck.”

Bill Meyer said

that, in regard to the new
employment contract for
City Manager Kathy An-
gerer, he has been “im-
pressed” with her job
performance. And as for
hiring former Police Chief
Max Garbarino as a liai-
son officer, he said Gar-
barino had done an
“excellent job” as chief.

But he took issue with
the two contracts being
submitted for approval
just before a recent coun-
cil meeting.

He said that move
showed a “lack of trans-
parency.”

Kit Parks said that the
city needs to create a po-
lice oversight commis-
sion.

During regular busi-
ness, a discussion was
held on whether to hire a
company to install new
parking meters.

In an overview pre-
sented to the council by
City Manager Angerer,

she had this to say about
the meters:

“For several years, the
parking meter equipment
throughout the City has
not been functioning as
intended in Hamtramck.
The existing equipment
that is in place is obso-
lete, and in many in-
stances the parking
equipment is not working
or missing. 

“The city not only suf-
fers loss of revenue, but
parking spaces in our
central business district
do not turn over when
meters are missing. Hav-
ing working meters will
allow shoppers to visit
establishments to con-
duct business and then
vehicles will move when
the business is com-
plete.  

“Working meters will
not allow vehicles to re-
main parked for hours
without putting funds into
a  meter.   Non-working

meters are a disincentive
to a vibrant shopping dis-
trict when cars remain
parked for reasons that
do not include visiting
the establishments in
the business district.  

“Having a viable park-
ing system will be an in-
centive to help
businesses to thrive in
our downtown.”

A private company,
Michigan Parking Serv-
ices, would install the
meters at no charge, but
the company would re-
ceive 50 percent of the
fees and fines collected
for five years.

The new meters will be
installed on Jos. Campau
between Holbrook and
Caniff, and in municipal
parking lots located in
that area, as well as the
city parking lot on Caniff
and McDougall.

City Manager Angerer
said the council has the

Continued on page 8

1897 Mitchell
Lake

COMING SOON!
Colonial home built
in 2007 set on 2.75

acres in Lapeer
County with 4 bed-

rooms and 2.5 baths

PENDING

11740 Mitchell St. Hamtramck

$78,500 Cash

By owner, 
2 family, 
3 BR up, 

2 BR down
needs total
renovation 

As Is
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1 br. apartment, 3618
Caniff, Hamtramck, clean,
safe, all utilities + inter-
net. 313-434-9759. 1/24

Hamtramck, 9709 De-
quindre, 3 br. lower, clean,
$550/mo. + sec. deposit,
313-640-8243. 1/17

3869 Fredro, single fam-
ily, 1 bedroom, call Palo or
Dianne, 248-818-6542,
248-818-8378.

13446 Dwyer, single fam-
ily, 3 bedrooms, call Palo
or Dianne, 248-818-
6542, 248-818-8378.

12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 5
BR, upper and lower each
have kitchen, bath, dining
and living rm, Palo and
Diane 248-659-2325.

2 br., possible 3, no pets,
good for mature tenant,
fenced in yard, utilities
not included, $600/mo. +
$600 sec. dep., 1 year
minimum lease, call 313-
743-4554. 1/24

2 br., possible 3, no pets,
good for mature tenant,
fenced in yard, utilities
not included, $600/mo. +
$600 sec. dep., 1 year
minimum lease, call 313-
743-4554. 1/24

Hamtramck, Caniff + I75
area, small, 2 br., base-
ment, call Mike at 313-
516-5178. 1/24

Detroit, 3904 Eldridge, 2
family, garage, lower level,
2 br., living, dining,
kitchen. Upstairs 1 br., liv-
ing rm., kitchen, 586-634-
2502.

3967 Evaline, 4 br., living
room, dining room,
kitchen, remodeled base-
ment, 1-1/2 baths,
email:Rena@evaline3967
@yahoo.com. 1/17

By owner, 2 family, 3br.
up, 2 br. down needs total
renovation as is, 11740
Mitchell St., Hamtramck
$78,500 Cash, Ask for
John, 248-866-1110. 2/7

New Al-Baraka, call 313-
366-0500 or 202-664-
2756.

Michigan Anti-Cruelty So-
ciety is seeking a kennel
assistant to help w/care
and cleaning of animals.
Must be at least 18 years
old, with a valid driver’s li-
cense.  Apply in person at
13569 Joseph Campau,
Detroit. 1/31

Handyman for home mod-
ernization and repair,
Hamtramck area, 313-
919-1241. 1/31

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING  
(313) 365-8630

1
2

/3
1

/1
9

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PLUMBINGHEATING & COOLING

Service Directory

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

POWDER COATING

PAINTING

— FREE ESTIMATES —

BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

ESTIMATES

Celebrating
50 Years of

Service!

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

� Fast Same Day Service �

We specialize in all
phases of Furnaces &

Boilers, Plumbing, 
Heating, Sewer 

Cleaning & Excavation.

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Hamtramck Since 1969

Licensed & Insured • Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation • Repairs

10% Discount
Labor on 

Any Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning or
Sewer Cleaning Job,

Installation or Repair.
Not valid with any other offer.

Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

IN “VINCE” ABLE PAINTING
Interior/Exterior • Power Washing 

Home Improvement • Patch and Drywall Repair
586-838-7598

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log

covers Jan. 7-12.

Tuesday, Jan. 7
• At about 12:30 a.m.,

officers noticed an unat-
tended car in the area of
Dequindre and Commor. It
was later identified as
being stolen out of De-
troit.

• At 1 a.m., a man was
walking in the area of the
2000 block of Caniff Ave.
when a suspect appeared
and attempted to rob him.
The victim ran away but
was shot in the right leg
by the suspect.

• A hit-and-run accident
occurred at Yemans and
Alpena.

• Officers checking on a
house break-in alarm in
the 2300 block of Pulaski
St. found an unlocked
window. There were no
signs of a break-in.

• A resident in the
2200 block of Andrus St.
reported the theft of their
license plate (CPM-0999-
MI).

• A resident in the
3100 block of Holbrook
Ave. reported that some-

one damaged their prop-
erty.

Wednesday, Jan. 8
• At almost 1 a.m., an

agent for a business in
the 2100 block of Caniff
Ave. reported that a
woman walked out of the
store with a basket of
items without paying for
them.

• A resident of Clark-
ston reported being as-
saulted while at a Jos.
Campau business.

• A break-in occurred at
a business on Carpenter
Ave.

• A resident of Evaline
St. reported a theft.

• A resident of Pulaski
St. reported that their cat-
alytic converter was
stolen from their vehicle.

• Officers responding to
a malicious destruction of
property case in the 3100
block of Holbrook Ave. ar-
rested a suspect. The
suspect was also linked
to four other similar inci-
dents.

Thursday, Jan. 9
• A Jacob St. resident

HOUSE
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR RENT

Advertisers should check their ad
following first publication. The
newspaper shall not be liable for
failure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publica-
tion except to the extent of the cost
of the ad for the first day’s inser-
tion. Adjustments for errors is lim-
ited to the cost of that portion of
the ad wherein the error occurred.
We reserve the right to classify,
revise or reject any classified ad-
vertisement.

HOUSE
FOR SALE

STORE FRONT
FOR LEASE

Let Our 
Service 
Directory

Do the Work
For You! 
Call Dave

(313) 874-2100

ROOM
FOR RENT

Coming events
SATURDAY, Jan. 25, 5:30 p.m. -- GALA HOLI-

DAY CONCERT at Our Lady Queen of Apostles
Church, the Polonaise Chorale of Hamtramck
will perform Polish and English Christmas car-
ols during the 5:30 p.m. Mass and after Mass,
under the direction of Antoni Maczka, organist
at St. Florian Parish.  According to Polish cus-
tom, carols are sung every year from Christmas
Eve right up to Candlemas on February 2.  Ad-
mission is free.

MONDAY, Jan. 27, 9 a.m. – Wayne County
Commissioner Martha G. Scott hosts a free
Community Coffee Hour every fourth Monday of
the month at Maine Street Restaurant, 11650
Jos. Campau.

Continued on page 8

HELP
WANTED

Deadline for classifieds 
for next week is 
Thursday at Noon

Call (313) 874-2100
to place your ad



reported being the victim
of fraud.

• A person reported
that someone broke into
his car and stole several
items.

• A Detroit resident was
cited for possessing open
intoxicants in his car. The
car was impounded.

Friday, Jan. 10
• At about 2 p.m., a De-

troit resident was the vic-
tim of an attempted
robbery at Ellery and Can-
iff. The victim told the two
male suspects that they
did not have any money,
and one suspect then pis-
tol whipped the victim be-
fore fleeing in a black
Chevy Impala with front
end damage.

• A Charest St. resident
reported a garage break-
in and the theft of a vac-

uum and shovels.
• A resident reported

that their passport was
stolen after it had been
mailed to the Bangladesh
Embassy.

• A hit-and-run accident
occurred in the 9300
block of Jos. Campau.

• At a little after 5 p.m.,
officers investigating a
group of males stealing
packages from porches in
the area of Mackay and
Zinow arrested four
males, three Detroit resi-
dents and one Ham-
tramck resident. The
suspects had been seen
fleeing in a black Chevy
Impala and were stopped
by officers at Jos. Cam-
pau and Belmont. One
suspect possessed a
stolen gun. Numerous
packages were retrieved.
The suspects were also

thought to be related to
the attempted street rob-
bery that resulted in a pis-
tol whipping.

• A hit-and-run accident
occurred at Holbrook and
Lumpkin.

Saturday, Jan. 11
No incident report was

available for this date.

Sunday, Jan. 12
• At midnight, a person

was arrested for drunk
driving.

• A resident reported
that they were receiving
threatening text mes-
sages from an unknown
person.

• At 2:30 a.m., a per-
son was arrested for
drunk driving after being
involved in an accident.

• A resident reported
that they were receiving
harassing messages.

• A person driving a
black Mercedes Benz
crashed into a building on
Hanley and then drove off.
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option to continue with
“our current broken sys-
tem.”

The council agreed to
go with the new meters,
which will be installed
this spring.

In another matter, the
council accepted a
$10,000 from the South-
east Michigan Council of
Governments (SEMCOG)
to conduct a study on
about 9 miles worth of in-
frastructure under some
streets.

The actual study will
cost about $38,000,
which the city will have to
pay the balance of.

The study will also help
identify possible sources
of federal funding for re-
pairs and upgrades. 

A lengthy discussion
was held on whether to
adopt an employee hand-
book for city employees.

In an overview for the
council, it said:

“(The) Administration
determined that the City
of Hamtramck did  not
have a document that is
shared with employees
that outlines the expecta-
tions of employment with
the city.  

“The City of Ham-
tramck Employee Manual
was drafted to set
forth expectations for city
employees and, upon
adoption, will be given
out to new employees
upon hiring, and distrib-
uted to employees who
are already working at
the City of Hamtramck.  

“The Employee Manual
will be utilized in conjunc-
tion with any labor con-
tract (and) individual
contracts.”

Councilmember Andrea
Karpinski questioned
who would enforce what
is outlined in the hand-
book.

Angerer said the “ap-
propriate person,” will do
that.

Karpinski said that,
“technically” the hiring of

Garbarino violates what
is outlined in the hand-
book.

City Attorney James
Allen said that is not
true, but he did not elab-
orate.

Karpinski also noted
that there is no job de-
scription for the new po-
sition that Garbarino was
hired to fill.

Councilmember Miah
defended the handbook,
saying there is a reason
why the city charter cre-
ated a strong city man-
ager position.

Councilmember Ian
Perrotta said that, if the
council OK’s the hand-
book, it would be “adopt-
ing rules we have already
broken.”

The council approved
the adoption of the hand-
book, with Karpinski
being the sole objection.

A lengthy discussion
was held on whether to
set aside a portion of
Veterans Park to honor
the Yemeni community.

Councilmember Almas-
mari proposed the reso-
lution, and said that
Hamtramck is the appro-
priate community to host
this site, since there is a
large Yemeni community
here.

But there were some
objections raised.

It was pointed out that
a Yemeni-dedicated park
is being created next to
the Yemeni mural, which
is just a few buildings
away from the proposed
Veterans Park site.

It was argued that cre-
ating two parks honoring
the Yemeni community is
redundant, and would un-
dermine the mural site.

Karpinski also said
that the city has to get
permission to make
changes in Veterans Park
because it is a historical
site.

She also said that
there need to be more
specifics about what is

being planned for that
area of the park.

Angerer said that all
this resolution does is
allow a committee to
continue planning for the
site.

In the vote to approve
the proposal, Coun-
cilmembers Perrotta and
Karpinski objected.

Monday, Jan. 13
• A resident reported

being the victim of fraud.
• A resident in the

11600 block of St. Aubin
St. reported a break-in
and the theft of jewelry

and money.
• A landlord dropped off

an urn of ashes and a
U.S. flag that were left be-
hind at their rental
dwelling where the renter
had died.


