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By Charles Sercombe
One thing you can say about

Paczki Day revelers is that they
are a hardy bunch.

And considering how most of
them have been cooped up all
winter, and there’s been a hint
of spring in the air earlier this
week, who can blame them for
wanting to blow off a day at
work on a Tuesday, and hit the
bars?

We met a guy at PLAV Post
10 hall before the paczki eat-
ing contest, who shared his
itinerary for the rest of the day:

From Post 10, go to the Pol-
ish Sea League.

Next, go to New Dodge Bar.
After that, check out Whiskey

in the Jar.
Go back to Post 10.
Then, finally, head for one

more at Polish Sea League.
And then, finally – finally, he

and his family, with their desig-
nated driver, head home to
Monroe.

Asked why give up at that
point, our man patted his size-
able girth and said: “I’ve run
out of room.”

While at Post 10, we stuck
around for a little while for that
paczki eating contest – other-
wise known as “The longest
15 minutes in history.”

Anyway, we’re not sure who
won this year, but consider that
Matthew Holowicki holds the
record of eating 23 of them:
we doubt anyone can possibly
ever come close to that record.

Holowicki “retired’ from
the sport in 2017, and last
year the “winner” ate 8-
1/4, which is about 8 more
than we can consume.

Within an hour, we heard
variations of the joke about
eating these diabetic pastry
bombs: “It’s like suicide.”

As usual, New Palace and
New Martha Washington bak-
eries were jam-packed (like
paczek!) both on Monday and
Tuesday with eager cus-
tomers.

Despite the gray skies and
chilly temps, folks were wait-
ing up to three hours.

Here’s a tip for next year:
Phone your order ahead to
avoid the long wait.

Here’s another tip: To
avoid any wait, head over to
Family Donuts on Conant
at Caniff – where there is
no line, and the paczki is
just as good.

We also got a sneak
peek at the paczki makers
over at New Martha Wash-
ington, which had its work-
ers work non-stop all
through Monday night.

They were mostly younger
folks who were making the
best of it with hits from the
1980s keeping them on their
toes – and awake.

Billy Idol’s “Dancing with
Myself” never sounded so
good. What does that have
to do with Paczki Day? Noth-

By Charles Sercombe
The Hamtramck Public

School District had noth-
ing but good news to re-
port.

School officials, along
with the public, gathered
last Thursday afternoon
at the Hamtramck High
School Community Center
for the annual State of
the District address.

This was the first such
presentation under Su-
perintendent Jaleelah
Ahmed, who was ap-
pointed to her position
last year.

She has enjoyed a suc-
cessful year, to say the
least.

The district is still
boasting of a budget sur-
plus, which is at $12.2
million. The district’s
Chief Financial Officer,
Sherry Lynem, pointed
out that financial picture
is in sharp contrast com-
pared to 10 years ago,
when the district was in a
financial crisis and had a
$5 million budget deficit.

That was due in part to
drastic cuts made by then
Gov. Rick Snyder, who
was combating a
statewide economic re-
cession.

The district managed to
climb out of that financial
hole by slashing the
budget, and also due to
teachers and staff mem-
bers taking deep salary
cuts.

Today, the financial pic-
ture keeps getting better.
Gov. Gretchen Witmer in-
creased per pupil funding
by the state by $240.
However, Hamtramck re-
ceives the lowest amount
of state aid, at $8,111
per pupil.

By Alan Madlane
Last week, we had a

feature on the Ham-
tramck Music Fest.

Today’s issue finds us
right in its midst; the
fest had a “soft open”
teaser last night at two
of the venues.

Tonight is a much
fuller schedule, which
you can access at ham-
tramckmusicfest.com,
or simply look at the
last page of this issue.

Don’t forget the early-
bird-gets-the-ear-worm
tune-age at the Ham-
tramck Library, where
some free, all-ages
music starts at 5:30
p.m.

There are three more
free, all-ages acts at
Café 1923, beginning
at 6 p.m.

Almost all the other
venues have music on
Friday night, too. Again,
check the schedule, as
start-up times vary
greatly from place to
place.

Saturday, all venues
have music (except the
Hamtramck Library). 
Café 1923 again fea-
tures a no-charge, all-
ages lineup from 3 p.m.
on, and Delite Café the
same thing from 3:30
p.m.

There is an unusual
group of sets worth
mentioning, scheduled
at St. Florian’s (2626

Paczki Day celebrates what 
Hamtramck is all about: Party  
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in annual 
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And now,
here comes
the Music Fest



ing, really.
Over at Whiskey in the

Jar, we witnessed four
young women down a
“shotski” for the first time
– which requires great bal-
ance and timing.

For the uninitiated, it’s a
snow ski (“shotski” – get
it?) with cup holders
glued on for shot glasses
that are filled with your
poison of choice, which is
then lifted in unison up to
your mouth(s) and con-
sumed.

And what is it about
Whiskey in the Jar when
you approach it from the
street? All of a sudden,
wafts of Jezy come at you.

That is one hard-drinkin’
bar.

The festivities once
again actually kicked off
on Saturday with the an-
nual paczki run, which, as
usual, attracted thou-
sands of people who also
stuck around after, and
were treated to paczki
and beer.

Not a bad way to prep
for P-Day.

After Tuesday, it was
time to rest up for this

weekend’s music festival.
When Hamtramck parties,
it goes all the way.
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A HUD High 
Performer

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878
Hamtramck Housing Com-
mission (HHC) does not
discriminate on the basis
of race, color, religion, na-
tional origin, sex, handicap
or familial status

Hamtramck 
Senior Plaza

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

Toddler Time
Thursdays

11:30 am - 12:30 pm
Children up to age 5
and their parents and
caregivers are invited
for stories & songs 

followed by playtime.

Movie Night
Tuesdays @ 4:00 pm

Family Friendly Movies
Snacks provided!

Brown Bag Book Club
Friday, March 6 
@ 12:00 pm

The Turner House
By Angela Fournoy

Join us for great dis-
cussions, new friends,

coffee, tea, and 
cookies.

Anime
Fridays

3:30 - 5:00 pm
Hang out, share, and
discover new Anime &
Manga. Meet others

with common interests.
Participate in related
events & activities.
Grades 6 and up.

Adults are welcome

Homework Help & 
SAT Test Prep

Fridays 
3:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Call the library (313-
733-6822) to sign up.

Citizenship Classes
Thursdays 

5:00 – 7:00 pm       
Feb. 13 – March 19

Classes are held at the
Hamtramck Public Li-

brary. All materials and
classes are in English.
Free and open to the

public!

Coming in March:
Women’s History Month

Brought to you by
courageous women

everywhere!
Check out our display
and browse our hand-

picked books about the
makers of women’s

history.

hoopla is now 
available!

Instantly borrow
eBooks, audiobooks,

comics, music, movies,
and TV. Come in today
to get your hoopla-en-

abled library card.

For more information about events at the 
library call (313) 733-6822, or visit its website at
http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you can also

access the online catalog. 
The library is located at 2360 Caniff.

This week at the library...

Get Yourself 
NOTICED!

Place an ad today.

(313) 874-2100

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Best quality for the best prices.
Prices Starting at

$10
9517 Jos. Campau
— Hamtramck —

Call for Hours

Senior &
Veterans
Discounts

Paczki Day celebrates
what Hamtramck is all
about: Party 
Continued from front page 

That will continue to in-
crease in the 2020-21
school year by another
$225 per pupil.

The district has about
3,500 students – a num-
ber that has continued to
increase in recent years.

There is one more huge
financial goal the district
is about to embark on:
Asking Hamtramck voters
to approve a 30-mill bond,
to pay for extensive reno-
vations to the district’s ex-
isting buildings, and to
actually construct a new
school building on the
grounds of Kosciuszko
Middle School.

The bond, if approved in
a special May 5 election,
would continue for 30
years. It has been esti-

mated by the school
board that the cost to the
average homeowner
would equal an extra
$200-$300 per year.

If that sounds like an
impossible task to get
voter approval for, remem-
ber several years ago that
voters OK’d a bond to
begin needed renovations
at the district’s buildings,
which had long been neg-
lected in maintenance.

Superintendent Ahmed
made it a point that Michi-
gan is one of 12 states
where the state govern-
ment does not supply dis-
tricts with funding to
make building repairs.

She said that creates
an “equity gap” for dis-
tricts, and puts many dis-

tricts at a disadvantage –
especially those in low-in-
come cities where prop-
erty values are
depressed.

The proposed three-
story school building
would allow the district to
remove the portable
classrooms on the
school’s site, which were
purchased several years
ago in used condition,
and were supposed to be
temporary.

Several of the district’s
administrators also made
presentations about the
strides their departments
are making.

The district’s special
needs program, in partic-
ular, has been greatly ex-
panded.

School bond highlighted in
annual address
Continued from front page

By Charles Sercombe
Someone out there

thinks they now have a
cool-looking sign.

But how they got it is
not so cool. In fact, it’s
theft.

The folks at the former
Wheelhouse bike shop
on Jos. Campau recently
had to close down their
business, but they left
temporarily behind their
custom-painted sign that
was on the side of their
building.

While they were figuring
out where to place it
next, someone stole it.

Here’s what the folks at
Wheelhouse had to say
about the theft on their
Facebook page:

“Someone stole the
sign off the side of the
space that held Wheel-
house Detroit-Ham-
tramck for three years.
Although we closed this

location, our business is
still operational. 

“Our landlord was gra-
cious enough to allow us
to leave the sign up until
we determined a new
purpose and home for it.
This sign was custom de-
signed and hand painted
by Detroit Sign Painters

and required special ap-
proval from the City of
Hamtramck. 

“It was a labor of love
and is very much loved.
Perhaps you liked the
sign and thought it would
look good in your loft and
since the business was

Award offered for stolen
Wheelhouse bike shop sign

Continued on page 5

2403 Holbrook
Hamtramck

313-872-0387
Home of the Original

Taco & Reuben Pierogies

RIB DINNER
• 3 Bones • Fries • Cole Slaw

11am - 7pm

KELLY’S
BAR
LIQUOR ONLY

Anyone know where this sign is? If so, the folks at
Wheelhouse would like it back. It was recently stolen
from the side of the building where the former bike
shop was located.
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It’s Time to Pray, 
Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-5191   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

We are an Active
Parish Serving the

Community 

Celebrating 97 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church

March 4 – The Bitter Lamentations 
(Part I) 7 pm

March 11 – Stations of the Cross 7pm
March 14 – Soup Kitchen 2-4 pm 

Everyone Welcome!
March 18 – The Bitter Lamentations 

(Part II) 7pm
March 25 – Stations of the Cross 7pm 

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

Leaders
in Short-Term

Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery 
and quality care through 
our comprehensive 
rehabilitation program.

Support Your Local
Businesses - Get Out
on the Hamtown!

By Joe Myrick
Special to the Review

It’s that time of the
year again -- the most
wonderful time of the
year. 

No, Christmas didn’t
come early. No, we’re not
talking about Black His-
tory Month (although,
that also makes this the
most wonderful time of
the year). 

Instead, for the sev-
enth annual time, Ham-
town will host the
Hamtramck Music Fest.

For newbies in town
who are unfamiliar, the
Hamtramck Music Fest is
a three-day event in the
city that houses several
independent acts across
several different venues. 

This year, 190 bands
(10 more than last year)
will be scattered across
your favorite bars, restau-
rants, and other venues
on the final three days of
February. All you need is
one $15 wristband
(which can be bought at
hamtramckmusicfest.co
m) and the enthusiasm
to discover new music. 

Even better, attendees
can be comfortable
knowing that there is a
Zero Tolerance Policy re-
garding harassment, dis-
crimination of any kind,
and matters of public
safety upheld by HMF. 

Anyone not adhering to
these guidelines will be
removed from the festival
immediately. This in-
cludes patrons, perform-
ers, volunteers, and
general members of the
community. 

And the man who con-
tinues to put it all to-
gether every year is
Eugene Strobe, who of
course has help from
many volunteers. 

When The Metro
Times’ Hamtramck
Blowout -- the city’s origi-
nal premiere event for
music every year --
moved to Ferndale in

2014, there was interest
from people wanting to
extend Packzi Day to
Packzi Week, with hopes
of putting on an exclusive
event to bring people to
the city.

Hearing such whispers,
Strobe was quick to take
action, and lo and be-
hold, Hamtramck Music
Fest was born. 

Although the Blowout
has not been active for a
few years, Strobe has
managed to keep Ham-
tramck Music Fest alive
and kicking for seven
years in a row.

As we did these last
couple years, we took the
time to chat with the
event’s co-founder and
spokesman about what
we can all look forward to
at this year’s festival.

Review: How many
bands and venues are in-
volved this year?

Eugene Strobe: 190
bands and 23 venues.

Review: How does the
process go when it
comes to recruiting
bands for the fest every
year? Do you reach out
to them personally, or
vice versa?

Strobe: We hold an
open application process
via our website & social
media pages. 

Review: Personally,
which bands are you

looking forward to see-
ing the most this year?

Strobe: All 190 of
them. It would be a
dream to see each and
every one, but I’m always
surprised by a group I’ve
never seen before, and
they are totally entertain-
ing and unexpected.  

Review: Some of the
proceeds from last
year’s festival went to-
ward charitable dona-
tions. Where was the
money donated last
year, and where will
money be donated this
year?

Strobe: We asked local
music and art public
school teachers what
their wish list was for
their classrooms, and we
purchased $10,000
worth of instruments,
supplies, and sound
equipment for the
schools and the Ham-
tramck high school audi-
torium in 2019.  With the
proceeds of this year’s
festival, we plan to do the
same: Purchase more art
and music equipment
and supplies. 

Review: What is the
biggest difference be-
tween this year’s festival
and last year’s festival?

Strobe: This year we
are holding the festival
the same week as Paczki
Day week, and the dates
are slightly earlier,

Feb.27, 28, and 29.  We
traditionally have the fes-
tival take place the first
weekend of March. 

Review: What should
long-time festivalgoers
look forward to the most
this year that’s different
from previous years?

Strobe: We have some
new venues, & we are
working on having more
all-ages and daytime ac-
tivities.

Review: What about
first-time festgoers?
What should they look
forward to, or know, be-
fore diving into Ham-
tramck Music Fest for
the first time ever this
year?

Strobe: First-time fest-
goers should be aware
that there is a free shut-
tle bus service provided
by SMART that drops
folks off pretty much in
front of each location’s
front door, and is avail-

A chat with the Hamtramck
Music Fest organizer 

Continued on page 4

Tuesday, March 17th
Noon-8pm (Limited Quantities)

CORNED BEEF & 
CABBAGE DINNERS $8
Includes: Generous portion of
corned beef, cabbage, carrots,

potatoes, bread & butter, dessert.

CORNED BEEF SANDWICH
with pickle $5

CORNED BEEF EGG ROLL 
$3 each or 2 for $5

9421 Conant • 313-871-9115

As always,
bring a

friend, meet

a friend

Eugene Strobe is one of the organizers of the Ham-
tramck Music Fest, which is taking place in dozens
of venues this weekend.



By Charles Sercombe
The city council met on

Feb. 11, and all coun-
cilmembers were pres-
ent.

The meeting started
out with a proclamation
in honor of retired Ham-
tramck police officer Greg
Collins, who had died re-
cently at age 62.

His family was present
at the meeting.

Mayor Karen Majewski
said that Collins “was
more than just a police
officer. His no-nonsense
demeanor, work ethic,
sense of style, and family
of self-appointed
‘cousins’ made him a
Hamtramck institution.”

She further described
him as a “big man with a
big heart.”

Afterward, an overview
of the city’s financial pic-
ture was presented.

Some general facts in-
cluded:

Most of the city’s rev-
enue income comes from
property taxes, to the
tune of $6.5 million a
year. 

State revenue sharing
is the next largest rev-
enue stream, coming in
at $3.4 million, and then
next is income tax collec-
tion at $3 million.

On the expense side,
60 percent of the city’s
budget, some $10.7 mil-
lion, goes toward police
and fire services.

The next highest ex-
pense is general govern-
ment services at $3.4
million and then public
works at $2.6 million.

The city has a budget
surplus, which is called a
“fund balance,” of $6.8
million, down from 2018
when it was $8.2 million
– the highest it had been
in many years.

Water and sewerage
services have always
been a point of interest
for property owners. In
2019, the city earned
$5.2 million from sewage
disposal service, and $3
million from selling water.

On the expense side,
the city spent $4 million
on sewage disposal, over
$700,000 in providing
water and $1.2 million in
general operation costs –
among several other ex-
pense areas.

There is an $11.4 mil-
lion budget surplus in the
Water Department.

Next up was an annual
report for the Police De-
partment.

In 2019, there were
over 11,000 calls to the
department, and 847 ar-
rests, 207 for felonies
and 706 for misde-
meanors. (Editor’s note:
According to the police
department “some ar-
rests have multiple
charges and may be a
combination of
fe lony/misdemeanor

charges.”)
There were over

14,000 traffic citations.
During the year, there

were eight officers who
were hired, and eight offi-
cers, including detec-
tives, who resigned or
retired, as well as one K9
police dog. That K9
“partner” was replaced.

During the public com-
ment portion of the meet-
ing, Robert Zwolak said
the city’s contractor
should be doing more
than just 30 rental in-
spections each month.
He said the inspectors
should be doing 100 a
month.

Kit Parks said that it
appears the Yemeni
mural on the southend
will be saved from a pro-
posed development.

She said the city
agreed to sell two city-
owned lots to allow the
project to go ahead with-
out blocking the mural.

She also noted that,
while campaigning for a
presidential candidate,
which she declined to
name, she was “sur-
prised” to find out that
many voters were unde-
cided, and even unaware
of the upcoming March
10 Presidential Primary.

A public hearing was
held on a proposal to be-
stow an honorary name
on Commor St. as
Shevchenko St. It was

later approved.
The designation came

in light of promoting the
area as the Ukrainian
Heritage Neighborhood.

In another proposal,
the council agreed to
name a donated lot at
2134 Trowbridge St. as
“Salam Peace Park.”

However, it was pointed
out that Salam is Arabic
for the word “peace,” and
that naming it Salam
Peace Park was redun-
dant.

Councilmember Ian
Perrotta suggested just
naming the park as
“Salam Park.”

By the end of the dis-
cussion, it was agreed to
go with the original
name.

A lengthy discussion
was held on an update
for the city’s zoning ordi-
nance.

Some councilmembers
and members of the pub-
lic had an issue with re-
moving council approval
of site plan proposals,
and leaving that decision
up to the Plan Commis-
sion.

The proposal was
made to bring the city in
line with a state program
called “Redevelopment
Ready Communities.”

Councilmember Mo-
hammed Hassan said
the council should reject
the proposal because it
would remove a right the
council has.

Councilmember Andrea
Karpinski cautioned that
by rejecting the proposal,
the city could jeopardize

future grants.
Councilmember Per-

rotta said that rejecting
the proposal “reeks of in-
competence.”

The council, he said,
“should not be micro-
managing our economic
development.”

Mayor Karen Majewski
said the change will help
streamline the city’s
process in approving zon-
ing proposals.

Despite those con-
cerns, Councilmembers
Hassan, Nayeem Choud-
hury, Fadel Al-Marsoumi
and Mohammed Also-
mori voted against it.

Mayor Majewski ad-
monished those coun-
cilmembers, saying it
was “completely irre-

sponsible.”
Later in the meeting,

the councilmembers
agreed to redo the vote,
and allowed the proposal
to move forward to the
next step of being con-
sidered for adoption.

A lengthy discussion
was also held on whether
to fill the position of Com-
munity and Economic De-
velopment and DDA
Manager.

The candidate being
considered was Alexan-
der Iseri. The position’s
salary is $53,000.

Councilmember Per-
rotta said he was not
“confident” in the candi-
date because his back-
ground was mostly in an

able from 8 p.m. until
2:30 a.m., both Friday
and Saturday nights of
the fest. 

In addition, each band
will be a treat to see, and
all styles of music are
represented. The best
advice is to bounce
around and catch a
glimpse of as many
bands as possible. 

Review: For those still
skeptical, or contem-
plating about attending
this year, what can you
tell the skeptics that

could convince them to
give Hamtramck Fest a
chance? 

Strobe: This festival is
the best $15 you can
spend anywhere, enter-
tainment-wise. You have
the freedom to see as
many musical acts as
possible, and proceeds
go to a great cause.
Wristbands are also
available for sale at
pretty much every local
record store in Metro-De-
troit, so there is an op-
portunity to check out
your local music shops
as well, and support
local businesses.

Review: Why Ham-
tramck every year?
What makes Ham-
tramck so special to
have the pleasure of
being the only place to
host a fest this big every
year?

Strobe: Hamtramck is
one of the most amazing
cities in the world.  It’s di-
verse, interesting, artsy,
humble, and proud.  Hav-
ing such a great commu-
nity in such close
proximity to one another
makes it unique, and per-
fect for a mobile festival
such as this. 

Review: Is there any-
thing you want readers
to know before we close
out this interview? Per-
haps about the fest it-
self, or just some
in-general remarks?

Strobe: The Ham-
tramck Music Fest prides
itself on being inclusive,
relevant, and “of the peo-
ple.” None of this could
take place without the
wonderful efforts of
artists, musicians, volun-
teers, local organiza-
tions, and the
community. That is what
makes it so unique and
fun. You can purchase
wristbands, and or volun-
teer to help out, on our
official website:
www.Hamt ramckMu -
sicFest.com

4 Hamtramck Review Phone (313) 874-2100                                                 Friday, February 28, 2020

Continued on page 6

A chat with the
Hamtramck Music
Fest organizer
Continued from page 3 

City Hall Insider …City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days? 
We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.
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FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600

$895

In Our Opinion

Hamtramck has
proved once again that
we know how to throw a
party.

And as of today, Friday,
Feb. 28, the party is still
going.

On Tuesday, the city
hosted the annual
Paczki Day celebration,
which started last Satur-
day with a 5K run and
free paczki sampling at
the Hamtramck Town
Center.

Thousands of visitors
came to town, and as is
also usual, there were

few to zero problems.
This weekend, we

start round two of what
has become Paczki
Week. Instead of pastry
fans coming to cele-
brate, we will have thou-
sands of music lovers
here in town.

Many of our bars and
halls and coffeeshops
will play host to bands
and performers.

It’s called the Ham-
tramck Music Fest, and
it’s organized all by un-
paid volunteers.

To say it’s a moderate

success is an under-
statement – it is one of
the nation’s largest
music festivals.

And each year, the fes-
tival donates $10,000
in art supplies and
music equipment to our
public schools district.

For folks living here,
there is an added plus:
You can easily walk
around town and enjoy
all of this without having
to worry about parking.

Hamtramck is one
lucky town.

When it comes to hosting
a party, Hamtramck wins
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Retiring… This is com-
ing as shocking news for
the many loyal customers
of Hamtramck Drugs, but
owner Chet Kasprzak
closed up his pharmacy
Tuesday.

He says the decision to
retire came with a heavy
heart, but he has some
health issues, and he is
71 years old.

“I love the people of
Hamtramck, all the cul-
tures,” Chet told us on
Monday afternoon. “It’s
been a pleasure to serve
everybody.”

He said his 20-some
years here is something
“I wouldn’t trade for any-
thing.”

His customer list will
be taken over by the
Hamtramck CVS Phar-
macy.

Chet, have a healthy

and long retirement – you
deserve it. And thanks
for being such an impor-
tant part of the commu-
nity.

This is a big loss for
Hamtramck.

Black History Month…
Here’s a reminder of this
event happening on Sat-
urday, Feb. 29, at the
Hamtramck Historical
Museum (located at
9525 Jos. Campau).

According to a press re-
lease from the museum
folks:

“The history of Ham-
tramck’s Black commu-
nity is amazingly rich and
filled with stories of
amazing courage, per-
sistence and a determi-
nation to see justice
done. You can learn
about that at the new ex-

hibit now on display at
the Hamtramck Historical
Museum, 9525 Jos.
Campau.

“A special program to
highlight the display and
pay tribute to Black His-
tory Month will be held 2-
4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 29,
at the museum. There
will be light refresh-
ments, a short Power-
Point presentation and a
special performance by
the St. Luke Baptist
Church Gospel Choir.
There is no admission to
attend.

“It will be an educa-
tional and entertaining
afternoon for the whole
community. All persons,
Black and White, Chris-
tian and non-Christian,
are invited to be part of
this historical event.

“For more information
email hamtramckhis-
tory@gmail.com. Or call
(248) 893-5027.”

Liquid gold?… The
folks over at Detroit Dis-
tillery have a hit on their
hands.

Their limited run of
strawberry paczki-fla-
vored vodka sold out in
hours.

Folks, this paczki thing
is getting bigger and big-
ger each year.

closed, who would it
harm? 

“Small businesses are
extremely personal. Your
act of vandalism and
theft is very hurtful.
Please return the sign,
no questions asked, to
Amicci's Pizza or Abick's
Bar.”

There is a $300 reward
(offered by Amicci’s
Pizza) for the return of
the sign, or for informa-
tion that leads to its re-
turn.

And to sweeten the re-
ward, the following com-
panies are pitching in
these items:

• Pizza from Amicci’s
• Five dozen pierogi

from Srodek’s Quality
Sausage

• Case of beer from
“Andrea Boomstick”

• Case of beer from
Detroit Gaelic League

• One week of steams
from The Schvitz

• Pool party, bucket of
beer and a T-shirt from

Abick’s Bar.
The sign is in three

pieces (each piece is 4-
feet by 8-feet), and is
made of faux brick pan-
els. 

Amicci’s Pizza is lo-
cated at 9841 Jos. Cam-
pau, and Abick’s Bar is
located in a southwest
Detroit neighborhood at
3500 Gilbert St. – two
streets west of Livernois,
and south of Michigan
Ave.

Award offered for stolen
Wheelhouse bike shop sign
Continued from page 2

Upcoming Events:
• March 5 –Progress

Report 3 distributed.
• March 5 – Half day

for all students.  Parent
teacher conferences
12:30-3 p.m. and 5-7
p.m.

• March 27 – Half day
for Horizon High School-

Final exams.
• March 27 -- End of

3rd quarter.
• April 2 -- Report card

#3 distributed
Recreation Department

For information about
recreation activities, give
us a call at (313) 892-
2635. Follow us on Face-

book for the most up-to-
date information:

www.Facebook.com/Ha
mtramckRecreationDe-
partment

Compiled by 
Janice Gandelman 

Poland St.), where three
musicians, including De-
troit icon Luis Resto, will
get to play with the
church’s massive organ
beginning at 7:30 p.m.

Pickup your online-or-
dered wristbands at Fest
HQ (10023 Jos. Cam-

pau) from 7 p.m. to 1
a.m.

If you didn’t pre-order a
wristband, you can still
buy them in person at
any of the two dozen lo-
cations listed on the
website, including many
local area record stores.

And gosh darn it, kids –
have fun.

Continued front page

Quick Hits

Tuesday, March 3rd
Starting at 6pm

Lasagne Night

9421 Conant • 313-871-9115

Tuesday
Night 

Mangia 
Mia at 

The Moose

Don't forget Lenten Fish Fry Fridays

(313) 874-2100

Get 
Yourself 
NOTICED!

Place 
an ad
today.

Get Out 
on the 

Hamtown!
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Get It Sold in the
Real Estate Corner

Call Dave at 
(313) 874-2100 to
Place Your Ad!

Place an Ad in 
The Review

Call 
(313) 874-2100

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110
HUD Certified

Looking to buy single & 
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Certified 
Residential 
Specialist

John Ulaj 
Commercial Broker/Owner

A HUD 
Certified Agent

Drowning in Mortgage Debt?
I Can Help...

I buy properties in 
as-is condition for CASH!

Samaritans Community Food
Assistance Program

for Hamtramck Residents
and Surrounding Areas

Bring proof of income, and picture ID

8625 Jos. Campau
11am-12pm

Every 2nd Monday 
of the Month

leanneconger@gmail.comOffice (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

DiamondRealty and Associates

3142-46 Caniff
$149,900

Remarkable 2 family home
with separate front en-

trances, (2) furnaces and
(2) HWH!  Roomy floor plan

features LR and DR! Up-
dates throughout including
nwr kitchen, oversized nwr
bathrooms and nwr paint

and flooring.

3,212 Sq Ft home built in 
1996 sits on 16 acres and
has a finished basement.

Thornville Road
Metamora Twp.
COMING SOON!

1897 Mitchell
Lake

COMING SOON!
Colonial home built
in 2007 set on 2.75

acres in Lapeer
County with 4 bed-

rooms and 2.5 baths

3433 Yemans
$224,900

Incredible Brick 
home located directly
across from Zussman
Park and City Hall!

270 3rd St.
Imlay City
$124,900

Make this one yours! 
Updated kitchen, Roomy
Great Rm, Vinyl Windows,
TRANE Furnace, Central
Air, Copper Plumb, Nwr

Elec, Fresh Paint & 
much more!

2325-27 Caniff - $119,900 ....PENDING
14207 Castle - $209,900 ..............SOLD

Leanne 
Zaliwski-Conger
Hamtramck Native/Specialist

Associate Broker 
Multi-Million Dollar Producer

Visit 
www.DiamondRealtyAssociates.com

for more information

3321 Doremus
$119,900

Great curb appeal
and pride of
ownership! 

Hardwood floors, 
formal dining room,
and newer kitchen

Coming events
MONDAY, March 23, 9 a.m. – Wayne

County Commissioner Martha G. Scott hosts
a free Community Coffee Hour every fourth
Monday of the month at Maine Street Restau-
rant, 11650 Jos. Campau.

“unrelated field.”
He also noted that Iseri

was not “connected to
this area,” and that it
would take the candidate
months to get up to
speed.

Perrotta suggested ex-
tending the search.

Councilmember Has-
san supported the candi-
date, saying he is
confident that Iseri can

meet the challenge.
Mayor Majewski said

she trusts the hiring
process, and noted the
city has hired others with
little experience who
“have gone on to great
things.”

Iseri’s hiring was ap-
proved, with Perrotta
casting the sole object-
ing vote.

City Hall Insider…City Hall Insider…
Continued from page 4

ROGERS
G e r a l d

W e n d e l l
Rodgers, 75,
died Febru-
ary 15, 2020

in Glendale, AZ.
Gerald was born in De-

troit, MI on April 26,
1944 as the eldest son
of Levi Henry Rodgers, Jr.
and Marie Esters.  Gerald
had three siblings;
Norma, Joyce and Glenn,
all of whom preceded
him in death.

Gerald was a student in
the Hamtramck public
school system from Hol-
brook Elementary
through Hamtramck
High.  Afterwards he en-
listed in the U.S. Army
and was stationed in An-
chorage, Alaska during
the historic 9.2 earth-
quake in 1964.   At the
end of his tour he re-
turned home and found
work in the automotive
industry working at
Dodge Main and the
Chrysler plant in Ham-
tramck.  He then married

Geraldine Yamashita:
with this marriage came
their daughters, Kimberly
and Lynnette.  During his
years in the automotive
industry he became an
active union leader creat-
ing a better work environ-
ment for all.

In 1978 Gerald relo-
cated his family to Palos
Verdes, CA and began a
new career in the steel
industry.  While residing
in California, he followed
his dream of becoming a
professional boxing pro-
moter and created
Rodgers Promotion Co.,
which gave him the op-
portunity to work with the
legendary Muhammad
Ali.   In his later years,
Gerald moved back to
Detroit, MI and eventually
retiring in Phoenix, AZ. 

Gerald is survived by
his eldest daughter, Kim-
berly Rodgers-Coughlon;
son-in-law Robert
Coughlon, Jr.; his
youngest daughter Lyn-
nette (Rodgers) Roslin;
step-daughter Vanessa
Juarez; step-son Matthew

Marquez; grandchildren,
Kristen Rodgers, Kyle
Harris, London Bolton,
Carrington Bolton; and
the newest addition to
his family, his first great-
grandchild, Kairo Levi
Harris; along with a host
of extended family and
friends.

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log

covers Feb. 18-24.
Tuesday, Feb. 18

• A resident from New
York reported that his car
was stolen while it was
parked on Oliver St.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested after a traffic stop
for driving without a license
(with 14 previous convic-
tions of this offense) and for
being wanted on three war-
rants. A Hamtramck resi-
dent was also arrested for
being wanted on warrants in
Hamtramck and Redford.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested at a business in
the 2100 block of Caniff

Ave. for retail fraud, being
disorderly and for being
wanted on three warrants.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested after a traffic stop
for driving without a license
(with 14 previous convic-
tions for this offense and
having 86 current suspen-
sions), driving with an ex-
pired license and for being
wanted on 15 warrants.
Wednesday, Feb. 19

• While impounding a ve-
hicle that was parked in the
3500 block of Caniff Ave.,
officers found marijuana in
it.

• At 3:30 a.m., a resident
was arrested after a traffic
Continued on page 7

Sell Your
Home for
Top Dollar!
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11419 Joseph Campau, 1
bedroom, kitchen, living
rm., bath/shower, stove &
refrigerator, washer/dryer,
heat & water included,
call Nick, 313-402-4488.
3/6

3869 Fredro, single fam-
ily, 1 bedroom, call Palo or
Dianne, 248-818-6542,
248-818-8378.

13446 Dwyer, single fam-
ily, 3 bedrooms, call Palo
or Dianne, 248-818-
6542, 248-818-8378.

12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 5
BR, upper and lower each
have kitchen, bath, dining
and living rm, Palo and
Diane 248-659-2325.

Detroit, 3904 Eldridge, 2
family, garage, lower level,
2 br., living, dining,
kitchen. Upstairs 1 br., liv-
ing rm., kitchen, 586-634-
2502.

New Al-Baraka, call 313-
366-0500 or 202-664-
2756.

1993 Ford Tempo, runs
great,everything works,
$1,000,313-779-5414.
3/6

Piast Institute is now hiring
for Prevention/Outreach
Coordinator.   Contact the
office at 313-733-4535
Ext. 103. 2/28

Friends, a well-estab-
lished Grosse Pointe hair
and nail salon, is looking
for licensed hairstylists
and nail technicians.
Please call 313-886-
2503, ask for Mary.  3/20

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING  
(313) 365-8630

1
2

/3
1

/1
9

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HOME IMPROVEMENTPLUMBINGHEATING & COOLING

Service Directory

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

POWDER COATING

PAINTING

— FREE ESTIMATES —

BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES
ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

ESTIMATES

Celebrating
51 Years of

Service!

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

� Fast Same Day Service �

We specialize in all
phases of Furnaces &

Boilers, Plumbing, 
Heating, Sewer 

Cleaning & Excavation.

10% Discount
Off Labor on 

Any Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning or
Sewer Cleaning Job,

Installation or Repair.
Not valid with any other offer.

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving 

Hamtramck Since 1969
Licensed & Insured 

Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation • Repairs

Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

IN “VINCE” ABLE PAINTING
Interior/Exterior • Power Washing 

Home Improvement • Patch and Drywall Repair
586-838-7598

HOUSE
FOR RENT

Advertisers should check their ad fol-
lowing first publication. The newspa-
per shall not be liable for failure to
publish an ad, for a typographic error
or errors in publication except to the
extent of the cost of the ad for the first
day’s insertion. Adjustments for errors
is limited to the cost of that portion of
the ad wherein the error occurred. We
reserve the right to classify, revise or
reject any classified advertisement.

HOUSE
FOR SALE

STORE FRONT
FOR LEASE

Let Our Service Directory Do the Work 
For You! Call Dave (313) 874-2100

HELP
WANTED

Deadline for 
classifieds for next
week is Thursday 

at Noon
(313) 874-2100
to place an ad

stop for being wanted on a
warrant for not paying Ham-
tramck income taxes.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested for driving a car
stolen out of Hamtramck.

• A hit-and-run accident
occurred at Conant and
Caniff.
Thursday, Feb. 20

• A resident reported that
someone stole their license
plate while their car was
parked in the 2600 block of
Commor St.

• A hit-and-run accident
happened at Yemans and
Lumpkin.
Friday, Feb. 21

• At about 1:30 a.m., an
agent for a business in the
area of Mitchell and Evaline
found a loose dog. Officers
took the dog to the West-
land Humane Society. 
Saturday, Feb. 22

• At about 1:30 a.m., a
Detroit resident was ar-
rested in the area of Mc-
Dougall and Holbrook for
being disorderly.

• A resident was arrested
in the 9300 block of
Mitchell St. for domestic as-
sault.
Sunday, Feb. 23

• At about 11:30 p.m., a

person was arrested in the
area of Mitchell and Evaline
for possessing narcotics
and for being wanted on a
Hamtramck warrant.

• A resident of Warren
was arrested for drunk driv-
ing.

• A Grand Haven St. resi-
dent reported that someone
maliciously damaged their
property.
Monday, Feb. 24

• At about 1 a.m., a resi-
dent from Clinton Twp. was
arrested after a traffic stop
for illegally possessing a
concealed gun.

• A Commor St. resident
reported that, while her car
was parked on Commor and
Fleming, her license plate
was stolen.

• A resident of Ray Twp.
reported that, during the
Paczki Run on Saturday, a
theft occurred.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested at a business in
the 9200 block of Jos. Cam-
pau for robbery and for pos-
sessing narcotics.

• A person said that five
males, one armed with a
handgun, assaulted them
while on Whalen St.

Continued from page 6

CAR
FOR SALE
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