
3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212 • (313) 874-2100

Volume 12   No. 42
October 23, 2020

50¢

Like 
Us On:

www.hamtramckreview.com • e-mail news@thehamtramckreview.com

— HAMTRAMCK’S NEWSPAPER OF RECORD —

FRD PHARMACY
9811 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 871-1115
Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

www.sav-mor.com

DRUG STORES

“Your Pharmacy Experts”
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See www.sav-mor.com for details.

Manage Your Meds Anywhere with
the FRD Pharmacy MOBILE APP

TALK TO A DOCTOR
anytime, anywhere.

Introducing
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Quick Hits

By Alan Madlane
A local businessman 

has been honored with 
a significant business 
award.

Gias Talukder is the 
founder and owner of The 
Bengal Auto Sales. The 
award he received, the 
“Community Entrepre-
neur Award,” is given by 
the organization Global 
Detroit, a Detroit-based 
group promoting immi-
grant inclusion in the eco-
nomic landscape.

The award was granted 
during Global Detroit’s 
10th annual Tapestry cel-
ebration.

Talukder originally lo-
cated in Florida from 
Bangladesh. In 2009, he 
bought a car for his broth-
er, which ended up having 
a hole in the roof that let 
the rain in.

From suffering that in-
dignity, a light went on, 
and he began to buy and 
resell cars himself, even-
tually moving the busi-
ness here to Hamtramck, 
where it opened in 2015. 
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Service • Installation • Repairs
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Closed Sunday

We Cater! Gift Certificates

Pickups & Delivery
Available
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The COVID-19 pan-
demic has caused hard-
ships for many metro
area households – in-
cluding Hamtramck.

A number of folks here
have been relying on
food giveaways. The
good folks at Gleaners
was one of the first out-
side agencies to step up
and address that need.

Gleaners Community
Food Bank and  Wein-
gartz  have now part-
nered for the
11th annual Mow Down
Hunger campaign, which
runs to Oct. 6. 

Weingartz, a Michigan-
based and family-owned
retailer of outdoor power
equipment, will match
donations dollar-for-dol-
lar up to one million
meals. With the  Wein-
gartz match, each dollar
donated to Gleaners pro-
vides six nutritious
meals to hungry children
in Southeast Michigan.

Funds raised through
the Mow Down Hunger
campaign will benefit
Gleaners’ programs that
fight child hunger. Glean-
ers is working with
school districts to em-
ploy a variety of distribu-
tion models to meet
their unique needs to
provide the nutritious
food kids and their fami-
lies deserve.

Those interested in do-
nating to the Mow Down
Hunger campaign can:

• Go online to: www.Mow-
DownHunger.org

• Call: 855-315-FOOD
Continued on page 2

By Alan Madlane
St. Lad’s is a young lad

no more.
The iconic Hamtramck

Catholic church is about
to celebrate its 100th an-
niversary this month, on
Saturday, Sept. 26, at 4
p.m.

Leading the mass will
be the Reverend Donald
F. Hanchon, Bishop of De-
troit.

On September 25,
1920, Detroit Bishop
Michael Gallagher as-

signed another reverend,
Boleslaus Gdaniec, with
the creation of a new
parish to take some of
the burden off of St. Flo-
rian.

That new parish was
designated as “St. Ladis-
laus” the following June
1, and its first mass was
held at the old Eckerts
Hall on Jos. Campau.

Over 100 years ago,
the Township of Ham-
tramck was huge, bigger
than Detroit at that time

in fact, with borders that
encompassed the areas
now known as the
(Grosse) Pointes; it was
basically most of the
east side.

So it made sense to
have a second parish to
handle the population.

Enter Fr. Gdaniec, and
St. Ladislaus.

The church held its first
baptism, oversaw its first
marriage ceremony, and
presided over its first
tragic funeral, for an in-

fant who had died, all in
1921. It also opened its
own elementary school in
the Eckerts Hall building
that fall, with some 300
students overseen by
three nuns who’d come
in from Sylvania, Ohio,
and one layperson
teacher.

A building for St. Lad’s
was begun the following
year, but Fr. Gdaniec left
his post and was re-
placed by the Rev. An-

St. Ladislaus Parish is about to celebrate its centennial

By Charles Sercombe
This week is part 2 of

our email conversation
with Hamtramck Public
School District Superin-
tendent Jaleelah Ahmed
concerning the new
school year during these
trying coronavirus pan-
demic times.

Review: What can the
district offer parents
who find their students
are having a hard time
focusing on their les-
sons at home? What if
parents can’t balance
their work and student
staying home to learn
remote? What assis-
tance is available to
them?

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
Ahmed:  I understand
the struggles of a work-
ing parent with three of
my own children learning
virtually.   They are in
three different schools
which makes things even
more complicated.  

It is important to un-
derstand the expecta-
tions from the schools,
discuss a plan with the
children, designate
space for learning, cre-
ate norms, and most im-
portantly reach out to the
classroom teacher, tech-

Schools Supt.
talks about
school year        

Jaleelah Ahmed
Continued on page 2

Continued on page 2
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statefairexterminator.com
WILDLIFE REMOVAL & 

SAFE RELOCATION

CALL NOW
1-800-BUG-GUYS
1-800-284-4897

By Roy Feldman
Special to The Review

This summer, Ham-
tramckan Chris Schneider 
and myself explored sev-
eral midwestern states, 
to photograph the small 
towns and rural land-
scapes of the often-over-
looked American heart-
land.

Partially funded by a 
grant from Detroit’s Red 
Bull House of Art, we 
visited eight states, and 
stopped in over 50 towns.

We avoided the inter-
states completely, and 
seldom stopped in a town 
big enough to have its 
own Walmart.

Both of us tried to cap-
ture the beauty offered by 
acres of crops extending 
to the horizon, or pride-
fully landscaped central 
squares in towns too 
small to be on a map. 

Often, we navigated 
by just heading toward a 
gleaming grain elevator, 

rising hundreds of feet, 
many miles away. 

Chris and I stopped 
at a grassy embank-
ment along the Missis-
sippi where Lincoln once 
debated Douglas; made 
friends with the cowboy 
organizing the local rodeo 
for his teenage daughters 
and her friends; met a 
rough and tumble farmer 
who showed us his garage 
full of native American ar-
tifacts, and pointed out 
the spots where American 
artist Grant Wood painted 
his famous vignettes of 
rural life.

We photographed on 
Polaroid film, which shifts 
color to red on hot days 
causing us to keep our 
film and cameras packed 
on ice for most of the 
trip. 

Polaroid film was cho-
sen for its unique look 
and, unlike digital media, 
its inability to significant-
ly alter the picture. 

By Charles Sercombe
If you haven’t mailed in 

your absentee ballot yet, 
consider another way.

Instead of mailing, take 
your ballot directly to Ham-
tramck City Hall, and either 
drop it off inside at the City 
Clerk’s Office, or outside in 
the official ballot drop box 
– located directly across 
from the front doors of the 
building.

That’s the word from 
State Secretary of State 
Jocelyn Benson, who is 
saying that relying on mail 
delivery at this point may 
not guarantee that your 
ballot will get to your local 
city clerk in time for the 
Nov. 3 General Election.

Any ballot not received 
by election day will not be 
counted.

“Only the absentee bal-
lots received by 8 p.m. on 
November 3 can be count-
ed, and voters should not 
risk possible postal delays 
this close to the deadline,” 
Benson said in a recent 
press release.

With this being a heated 
presidential election, Ham-
tramck’s voter turnout is 
set to become historic. 
In fact, the duel between 
President trump and for-
mer Vice President Biden 
will likely set voter records 
nationwide.

In Hamtramck, there 
have been over 5,000 ab-
sentee ballots issued so 
far, said City Clerk August 

A summer trip into America’s 
heartland: A photographer’s notebook

Election
countdown
begins

GET OUT AND VOTE
TUESDAY, NOV. 3rd

Photos by Chris Schneider

Gias Talukder
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This week at the library...

For more information about events at the library call (313) 733-6822, or 
visit its website at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you 

can also access the online catalog. The library is located at 2360 Caniff.

Announcing a new and exciting program, 
Scholastic Teachables. 

It’s an online hub of more than 29,000 trusted, searchable and print-
able quality materials. It is providing many supplemental options for 
our library patrons -- both parents and educators -- supporting skill 

growth and development in their children. Scholastic Teachables offers 
printable activities for any subject: math, science, reading compre-

hension, STEM, writing, and beyond. You can download printable les-
son plans, reading passages, games, puzzles, clip art, bulletin board 

ideas, skills sheets and so much more! Coming soon!
The Hamtramck Public Library is open. 

The following limited services are now available:
Limited Walk-ins: (Ten persons at a time)

Book drop-off and pick-up
Copying, Printing, and Faxing

Computers are available by appointment only until 4:00 PM. Please 
call (313)733-6822.

Send attachments for printing to: hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com

He was born in 1901 in
Nashville, and it is said he
got his nickname “be-
cause of the unusual way
he ran, which resembled
that of a turkey, with his
arms flapping. However,
Stearnes himself claimed

it was because he had a
potbelly as a child,” the
Hall of Fame website said.

Stearnes died in 1979,
and was elected into the
Hall of Fame in 2000. He
has family that still lives in
Detroit.

The stadium is currently
under renovation, which
will include repairing the
grandstands, which fell
into disrepair over the last
few decades.

Funding for the renova-
tion is coming from both
grants and online fundrais-
ing. The importance of the
stadium wasn’t known
until several years ago,
when local baseball histo-
rian Gary Gillette and his
organization, Friends of
Historical Hamtramck Sta-
dium, did exhaustive re-
search on it and
discovered its historical
legacy.

That research has been
used to secure grants.

The state of Michigan
has designated the sta-
dium as an official historic
site.

Councilmember Ian Per-
rotta, who has worked on
researching the stadium’s
historical importance, said
the naming of the field in
honor of Stearnes “is a
great opportunity to recog-
nize one of the best play-
ers of Negro League
Baseball.”

Another improvement
coming to the stadium and
field is a commitment from
the city to regularly assign
at least three police pa-
trols in the area, to make
sure vandals don’t dam-
age the site.

That’s something that
has plagued the stadium
for years. There have been
occasional reports of peo-
ple driving on the field, and
other incidents of fires
being set in the grand-
stand.

The pledge to step up
police patrols was pro-
moted by a city council res-
olution introduced by
Councilmember Perrotta.

The reason for the reso-
lution, Perrotta said at an
earlier council meeting in a
resolution he proposed, is
to make it “imperative for
the City of Hamtramck to
show a buy-in of the proj-
ect by committing neces-
sary resources to ensure
the project’s success and
show major donors and
partners of the project that
the City of Hamtramck is
capable of taking the re-
quired steps to preserve
Hamtramck Stadium and
the surrounding area. …”

City names new stadium infield in
honor of a legend Continued from front page

law anyone who inten-
tionally flouts our elec-
tion laws.”

Secretary of State Jo-
celyn Benson also
chimed in with this re-
sponse:

“Our election system
has been stress-tested
by three successful elec-
tions already this year,
and in all of them proven
that it is absolutely safe
and secure,” said Ben-
son. “We have protec-
tions in place to ensure
election officials track
and verify every ballot
they send and receive,
and, in every instance,
we ensure that each per-
son gets only one vote.”

Michigan voters will be
heading to the polls on

Nov. 3. Voter turnout for
this election is expected
to be huge, because it is
a presidential election.

Gitschlag said, this
week, that absentee bal-
lots should be ready in
the coming weeks.

Locally, Hamtramck vot-
ers will be faced with fill-
ing four school board
seats as well as the
state representative po-
sition for the district that
includes Hamtramck.

Hamtramck resident
Abraham Aiyash is the
Democratic nominee in
the state representative
race, and he is expected
to win the seat, since a
majority of Hamtramck
voters have voted Demo-
cratic for generations.
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A HUD High 
Performer

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878
Hamtramck Housing Com-
mission (HHC) does not
discriminate on the basis
of race, color, religion, na-
tional origin, sex, handicap
or familial status

Hamtramck 
Senior Plaza

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

For more information about events at the 
library call (313) 733-6822, or visit its website 

at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you 
can also access the online catalog. 

The library is located at 2360 Caniff.

This week at the library...

The Hamtramck Public 
Library is now open!

The following limited services are now available:
Limited Walk-ins

(Ten persons at a time)
Book drop-off and pick-up

Copying, Printing, and Faxing
Computers are available by appointment only

(313)733-6822
Please send attachments for printing to:

hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com
*

Please remember to wear a mask and to prac-
tice social distancing to keep us all safe.

*
To increase internet access through Hamtramck,

the library is now offering a limited number of
WI-FI HOTSPOTS for checkout to take home.

These small and easy to use devices are
portable and create a private Wi-Fi access point
for up to 16 devices, such as laptops, tablets,

and smartphones. 

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Best quality for the best prices.

9517 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck
586-879-8058 Call for Appt.

Call for Hours

She’s Back!
Call for Appointment

Thank you for your patience

Voters are being
warned
Continued from front page

Voters are being warned to vote only once in each
and every election. File photo

Continued on page 8

Get Out & 
Vote Nov. 3

The images, being ana-
log, merged more truthful. 

Up until recently it’s the 
same film evidence tech-
nicians used to bring to 
court.

Soon, we hope to let the 
public see our work, either 
in the form of a book or in 
an exhibition.

You can see some of 

these images on our web-
sites: Roy Feldman’s work 
at detroitphotographic.
com/polaroid, and Chris 
Schneider’s work at 
schneida.com/polaroids.

(Roy Feldman and Chris 
Schneider are Hamtramck-
based photographers.)

A summer trip into America’s heartland: 
A photographer’s notebook
Continued from front page

By Charles Sercombe
The city council met on

Sept. 8, and all coun-
cilmembers were present.

City Manager Kathy An-
gerer gave her bi-monthly
update on the Census.
She stressed that the in-
formation residents pro-
vide will remain private
and will not be shared
with any government
agency.

“It is locked down and
protected,” Angerer said.
“Everyone needs to re-
spond.”

According to the Census
Bureau: “The law requires
the Census Bureau to
keep your information con-
fidential whether it comes
from your response or
from existing records. 

“While the Census Bu-
reau may receive informa-
tion from other agencies,
the law prohibits us from
sharing individual data
back. This is a one-way
data exchange.”

Only 56 percent of the
city’s residents have par-
ticipated in the Census.

A “congratulations” was
sent to the city from the
University of Michigan, for
its improvement in sup-
porting economic develop-
ment.

In the council’s agenda
package, it was said that:
“In the last year, our sta-
tus changed from 3 stars
to 4 stars due to the fine

work of our Community
and Economic Develop-
ment team of Alex Iseri,
Grace Stamper and Casey
Copp.”

Councilmember Andrea
Karpinski noted that St.
Ladislaus Parish is cele-
brating its 100th anniver-
sary.

The council thanked this
summer’s city interns for
the work they performed.
The following students
were part of the annual
summer intern program:
Mohsen Hussain, Jackee’
Jackson, Nadia Fahria,
Sumaiya Kalam, Sadia
Rahman and James
Zotkaj.

They performed various
tasks, included cleaning
up Veterans Park and
painting no parking zones
on curbs along Conant
Ave.

One major task they un-
dertook was organizing
police records, some of
which went back to the
1900s.

“You guys did a wonder-
ful job,” said Councilmem-
ber Nayeem Choudhury.

During public comment,
Robert Zwolak urged the
council to hire an in-house
attorney as a way to re-
duce legal costs.

The council took the
first step in officially nam-
ing the Hamtramck Sta-
dium field in honor of
legendary player Norman

“Turkey” Stearnes.
In an information pack-

age about the renaming, it
said: “Norman ‘Turkey’
Stearnes was the greatest
player of the Detroit Stars.
He played for the team
from 1923 to 1931, and
then in 1937; the 1930-
31 and 1937 seasons
were played with Ham-
tramck Stadium as the
home field.

“Stearnes won seven
home run titles in his ca-
reer, and hit more home
runs in official Negro
League games than any
other player. He was in-
ducted into the National
Baseball Hall of Fame in
2000.”

Also adding support was
Gary Gillette of the
Friends of Historic Ham-
tramck Stadium.

“This naming would pro-
vide a distinct, memorable
identity for the field within
a name that continues to
recognize the history of
the City of Hamtramck. 

“Naming the field in

honor of Stearnes would
also draw more tourists to
Hamtramck to visit the
field, because anything as-
sociated with a baseball
Hall of Famer gets a lot
more attention in the
media,” Gillette said.

Mayor Karen Majewski
responded, saying “This is
a really cool thing and a
gift to the city.’

In another first step, the
council pushed forward on
an update of the city’s
business licensing ordi-
nance.

Also being updated was
the city’s graffiti ordi-
nance. The update in-
cludes holding property
owners more accountable
in removing graffiti from
their property in a timely
fashion, or having them
face being penalized for
every day the graffiti re-
mains.

A lengthy discussion
was held on allowing a
Livonia-based company,
NYX, which manufactures
automotive interior parts,
to reserve up to 16 park-
ing spaces at Zussman
Park, specifically on Win-
field St.

The company employs
over 4,000 employees, of

which a few hundred live
in Hamtramck.

It was noted that many
of the residents have no
reliable regular transporta-
tion, and that the com-
pany is offering to shuttle
them from Hamtramck
and back. The parking
spaces would be reserved
for company vans.

Daniel Laible, the Chief
Financial Officer of the
company, said this parking
location is ideally situated
for his employees to get
to.

In a letter to the city,
Laible said that the lack of
reliable transportation is
the “number one reason
our employees have is-
sues with attendance, and
the number one reason
our employees are forced
to leave their jobs.”

Councilmember Choud-
hury had reservations
about giving over the park-
ing spaces, but would sup-
port it. He said that the
city will have to monitor
how nearby residents
react.

“I just don’t like to inter-
fere with the residents,”
he said.

Councilmember Ian Per-
rotta said he researched

the company, and found
that it recently recorded
over $600 million in earn-
ings.

Liable confirmed that fig-
ure, and said this year’s
earnings are expected to
go “north” of that amount.

The deal for reserving
the parking spaces would
come with a $1,000 pay-
ment to the city each year,
as well as $5,000 each
year toward city events.

Perrotta said that, con-
sidering the company’s
profits, the city should de-
mand more in compensa-
tion.

“It’s such an unfair
deal,” Perrotta said.
“There’s nothing com-
pelling for Hamtramck to
do this deal.”

Councilmember Karpin-
ski, in noting the limited
number of parking spaces
on the street, suggested
reserving spaces at an-
other city parking lot.

City Manager Angerer
said that offering rides to
work keeps Hamtramck
employees employed, and
that they, in turn, are able
to pay city income taxes.

She promised to watch
what develops with the
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Get It Sold in the
Real Estate Corner

Call Dave at 
(313) 874-2100 to

Place Your Ad!

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110
HUD Certified

Looking to buy single & 
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Certified 
Residential 
Specialist

John Ulaj 
Commercial Broker/Owner

A HUD 
Certified Agent

Drowning in Mortgage Debt?
I Can Help...

I buy properties in 
as-is condition for CASH!

GNIEWEK
Beverly Ann

Gniewek, 69,
died Septem-
ber 5, 2020.

B e v e r l y
Gniewek was an adoring
sister, aunt, and matriarch
of the Gniewek family.
She passed away peace-
fully Sept. 5, 2020, sur-
rounded by her loving
family.  She is survived by
brothers, Jeff (CoreyAnn)
and Brian; nephews,
Kevin (Kelly), Ryan, and
Payne (Susie); nieces,
Amy (Tommy) and Brit-
tany; great nephews,
Charlie and Landen; great
niece, Kendall.  She was
preceded in death by her
parents, Hank and Lor-
raine; brothers, Kenny
and Greg; sister, Susan. 

Beverly was a 1969
graduate of St. Hedwig
High School and an honor
graduate of Marygrove
College.   She dedicated
her life to the love of

teaching for 47 years.
Her students were her
children.   She may have
been a “not so good”
bowler but she loved the
camaraderie and joy of
being with friends and
family.  She was a loving,
kind and faithful friend,
and loved her family
above all others.

A funeral Mass in cele-
bration of her life will be
held at 12:00 noon, on
Tuesday, Sept. 22, 2020
at St. Florian Roman
Catholic Church,  2626
Poland St., Hamtramck,
MI 48212.  In lieu of flow-
ers, please send dona-
tions to the American
Cancer Society or the
charity of your choice in
Beverly’s memory.

City Hall Insider …City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days? 
We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.

Continued from page 8

Additional information
can be found on the Home
Heating Credit website.

Greening… If you have
some spare time and a pair
of work gloves, the city
could use some volunteers
tomorrow (Saturday,
Sept.9) starting at 9 a.m.

That’s when folks from
the Greening of Detroit or-
ganization will be meeting
up at Mitchell and Evaline
streets to plant trees.

The trees are funded by a
grant, which the city re-
ceived from America in
Bloom and CN Railroad.

In a press release issued
by the city, Mayor Karen
Majewski said:

“Beautification is a high
priority for our city. These
25 trees are a great addi-
tion to the many plantings
we’ve done in the past few
years, and we’ll see the
benefits for many more
years to come.”

Continued from page 5

leanneconger@gmail.comOffice (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

DiamondRealty and Associates

www.DiamondRealtyAssociates.com

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer

3775 Newark • Attica Twp. • $229,900
Cozy Ranch on 1 acre with 3/ bedrooms, 1.1 baths

and finished basement.

2922 Carpenter
Commercial

Property
$274,900
Commercial 
building with 

endless 
business 

opportunities.

3433 Yemans
$199,900

Incredible Brick 
home located directly
across from Zussman
Park and City Hall!

Leanne 
Zaliwski-
Conger

2143 Trowbridge
$137,900

Two-family home 
features  a full basement,

separate front 
entrances, separate 

furnaces, HWH, gas meters
& electrical panels! 

New Vinyl windows and a
new tear-off roof!

3885 
Evaline

$119,899 
4 Beds, 2 Baths. Great

floor plan features Living
room, Dining room, two
bedrooms, kitchen and

bath on main floor. 

63698 Georgetown
E. Washington Twp

$424,900 
Highly sought after

Stratford subdivision!
brick ranch blt in

2004, 3 bedrooms 
2 1/2 baths with a 
finished basement 

3777 Lake George - Dryden Twp $439,900
Gorgeous 2300 sq ft Ranch on 10 Rolling Acres.

2938 Shady Lane - Ann Arbor $224,900
Charming two bedroom Ranch with great curb appeal. Hard-

wood floors, attached garage and large private back yard. 

By Charles Sercombe
The city council met on 

Sept. 22, and all council-
members were present.

A proclamation in honor 
of Lt. General Richard J. 
Trzaskoma was made. Tr-
zaskoma was from Ham-
tramck, and graduated from 
Hamtramck High School in 
1959. He served in the Air 
Force.

The proclamation read, in 
part: 

“Lt. General Trzaskoma 
served nearly 40 years as 
a pilot in the USAF, and his 
service took him around 
the world where he devel-
oped an appreciation for 
world history and culture. 

“After various command 
posts in Europe and the 
Pacific, he assumed Com-
mand of the 22nd Air Force, 
Travis Air Base, California in 
1989, achieved the rank of 
Lt. General in 1991, and re-

tired in 1993. 
“In a loving tribute on 

Facebook from his daugh-
ter, we learned of the Lt. 
General’s passing of CO-
VID-19 this past July. She 
spoke beautifully of her 
fathers’ dedication, work 
ethic and zest for life.”

In observance of Fire Pre-
vention Week (Oct. 4-10), 
Hamtramck Fire Marshal 

Search the online catalog for a book 
you want. Stop in and we will fetch it for 
you, or call us, and we will set it aside 

for you!
Wear a mask and practice 

social distancing to keep us all safe.

A new and inspiring book by Dr. Mona 
Hanna-Attisha, What the Eyes Don’t See, 
about the Flint water crisis and her fight 
to save Flint’s children from the devastat-
ing consequences of lead. Stop by the 
library to get your free copy if you wish to 
be part of the Great Michigan Read.

He had to support himself 
as a pharmacy tech until 
the business gained trac-
tion.

“I know used-car sales-
men have a bad reputation, 
and I’ve worked to change 
that,” Talukder said. 

He has held clothing 
and food drives, hosted 
summer barbecues, and 
donated some 35 cars to 
various raffles and festi-
vals around town.

A look at the dealership’s 
website, thebengalauto.
com, reveals a number 
of vehicles, mostly priced 
in the $7,000 to $9,000 
range, with an occasional 
outlier in the $3,500 area.

Talukder has quickly built 
an impressive resume of 
community involvement 
here. He is the current 
secretary of the Bangla-
deshi American Business 

Association of Michigan; 
the current chair of the 
District of the Bangladeshi 
American Democratic Cau-
cus; he runs his own non-
profit food donation charity 
called Feed the Hungry as 
well.

He is also the CEO of 
the Michigan Housing Proj-
ect, which obtains homes 
at auction from the Detroit 
Land Bank Authority, and 
then renovates and resells 
them.

Mayor Majewski has 
even hired Talukder as 
public relations commis-
sioner for Hamtramck.

The Bengal Auto Sales is 
located at 10241 Conant, 
on the southwest corner at 
Trowbridge, a block south 
of Caniff. Call 646-683-
4487 or 313-858-1682, or 
check the website (theben-
galauto.com).

Learn more about Global 
Detroit and their annual 
Tapestry celebration at glo-
baldetroitmi.org.

Quick Hits
Cont. from front page

Photos by Roy Feldman
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StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

Leaders
in Short-Term

Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery 
and quality care through 
our comprehensive 
rehabilitation program.

It’s Time to Pray, 
Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Sunday Service is now being held
Face coverings are mandatory

Six foot distancing seating
A complete list of safety guidelines 

is provided

October 25 –  Sunday Mass at 9:00 am

October 28 – Mass for People on our 
Prayer List 7 pm

 
Celebrating 98 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-0218   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

 We are an Active 
Parish Serving the 

Community 

HENRY FORD 
MEDICAL CENTER

Hamtramck

The recent health crisis challenged us to imagine new ways to deliver care that’s safe 
for everyone. Learn what we’re doing to keep you safe at HenryFord.com/safety.

We’re making heal thcare safe for you

For a same-day primary care appointment,  
call (313) 972-9000 or visit henryford.com/sameday

9100 Brombach

Offering the following services:
• Family Medicine & Pediatrics
• Obstetrics and Gynecology
• Autism services
• Laboratory, Pathology & X-ray
• Staff who speak Arabic and Bengali
• Health insurance enrollment assistance

Henry Ford MyChart
• Message your doctor online
• Schedule a video visit
• View your test results
• Renew your prescriptions

Coming Events
THURSDAY, Oct. 29, 5-7 p.m. – The Ham-

tramck Recreation Department is sponsoring 
a Drive-Thru Trunk or Treat at Hamtramck High 
School (at the school’s parking lot on Charest 
St.). This is a way to trick-or-treat in a safe way. 
Decorate your car and bring your own candy to 
hand out (via your car trunk). Please individually 
bag your treats to hand out. Register by Monday, 
Oct. 26 by calling (313) 892-2638.

SATURDAY, Oct. 24, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. -- Piast 
Institute is sponsoring a prescription drug take-
back program (through its Community Drug Free 
Initiative) in front of its office (located at 11633 
Jos. Campau).

SATURDAY, Oct. 31, 11 a.m. -- The Ham-
tramck Beautification Commission is hosting a 
community clean-up event on Halloween. The 
Hamtramck Hallowclean event is at Pope Park. 
Costumes are encouraged, while face masks 
and social distancing will be required.

By Walter Wasacz
During this strange year 

of avoidance and isolation 
I have had plenty of time to 
think about the life of this 
city: what it is now, what it 
can be in the future.

What are its strengths? 
Where is it lacking? What 
can we learn from suc-
cessful other places, es-
pecially those that have 
used simple, progressive, 
cost-effective strategies to 
move themselves forward?

I came up with a list of 
assets and related com-
ments (mine alone) about 
how to best leverage them 
for economic growth, ethi-
cal reparations and im-
proving the overall quality 
of our city life.

For an old, small, dusty 
place, Hamtramck has 
more enviable assets than 
you may think.

Let’s just begin with “lo-
cation, location, location” 
and let our thoughts roll: 

To paraphrase a market-
ing strategy used by the 
former Motor nightclub 
-- which in the late-1990s 
attracted a high volume 
of dance music loving pa-
trons from across south-
eastern Michigan to the 
former Polish Falcons of 
America Nest 86 hall on 
Caniff -- “all roads lead to 
Hamtramck.” 

Two major highways, in-
terstates 75 and 94, ei-
ther cut through or are just 
off the city’s perimeter, po-
tentially delivering visitors 
here from all directions. 

The city would be wise to 
take a page from another 
1990s project, an exhibi-
tion by Hamtramck-based 
artists called “Exit 55,” a 
reference to the ramps off 
I-75 that bring motorists 
from the south (leading to 
Holbrook) and the north 
(Caniff).

Location branding and 
more specific signage on 
heavily trafficked roads are 
simple ways to keep Ham-
tramck alive and kicking in 
the public imagination.

Why not, for example, 
partner with state and 
federal authorities on in-
terstate signage alerting 
people to Hamtramck’s 
“Stadium District at Exit 
55,” which includes De-
pression-era Keyworth 
Stadium and the newly-
renamed Norman “Turkey” 
Stearnes Field at Historic 
Hamtramck Stadium?

Another potential partner 
in this marketing scheme 
could be the Detroit City 
Football Club (DCFC), 
which plays championship 
caliber soccer at the reno-
vated Keyworth, packing 
the stands (pre-COVID-19, 
of course) with thousands 
of passionate fans -- a vast 
majority of them visitors 
from outside the city -- for 
each home game.

The forward-thinking 
DCFC organization is an 
asset unto itself, celebrat-
ing diversity and inclusion, 
standing in support of im-
migrant and LGBTQ rights, 
not to mention actively 
encouraging hungry and 

thirsty fans to participate 
in the local night economy 
after home contests.

Night economy trans-
lates into food and drink 
businesses, naturally, but 
also includes live theater 
(Planet Ant) and movies 
(The Film Lab), both done 
at a high level of innova-
tion and professionalism, 
and widely celebrated in-
dependent rock ‘n’ roll and 
electronic music options.

This aspect of city life 
has been name-checked 
through the preceding 
decades by artists, pro-
moters, journalists and 
discerning fans and audi-
ences. It would be wise 
for the city to use this “al-
ternative lifestyle” history 
in future marketing cam-
paigns.

The good health of this 
after dark sector is essen-
tial to the future economy 
of the city. Communities 
across Michigan can now 
allow bar service until 4 
a.m., an extension Ham-
tramck should support 
with vigor. 

Many things of historical 
significance, it is said, can 
only happen at night. Cre-
ativity finds its light there. 
People with deepened 
imaginations are attracted 
to it, and thrive there.

Hamtramck has attract-
ed plenty of these distinc-
tive high-value individuals 
and businesses through 
the years. And it must con-
tinue to attract them. 

One sure way is to acti-
vate the night, nothing too 
fancy, making certain to 
retain Hamtramck’s cur-
rent scruffy charms, only 
staying open later and pro-
ducing the same quality 
of food, drink and variety 
of social experiences as it 
does now.

How to do it even post-
pandemic is still in ques-
tion, with some long-stand-
ing night establishments 
likely not to survive the 
deleterious effects of CO-
VID-19, but it is not too 
soon to begin planting 

new seeds for economic 
growth. 

Better quality options, 
borne of healthy competi-
tion and ringing cash reg-
isters ideally, are also wel-
come.

Doing it all at higher vol-
ume with increased capac-
ity attracting more custom-
ers from across the region 
is the aim.

Some people will not 
come by car but by bicycle 
via the Joe Louis Green-
way, which is literally at the 
city’s doorstep. 

On Jos. Campau, be-
tween Carpenter and just 
north of McNichols, Detroit 

has completed a stretch 
of the long-awaited non-
motorized trail that will 
connect Hamtramck with 
Eastern Market, Wayne 
State and the College for 
Creative Studies, the De-
troit Medical Center and 
downtown (and Corktown, 
Mexicantown and South-
west Detroit farther down 
the road).

It is an important, possi-
bly lucrative, link to these 
nearby Detroit neighbor-
hoods and institutions.

Hamtramck is walk-
able, remains affordable 
(though, yes, cost of living 
here is creeping up, though 
still much less expensive 
than Detroit’s Midtown, 
West Village and other 
desirable nearby neighbor-
hoods) and has opportu-
nities for additional resi-
dential development on 
city- and privately-owned 
lots.

There are still a number 
of “toothless” sections 
of long blocks (from Jos. 
Campau to Lumpkin) on 
the city’s south end. 

A few years ago, I did a 
walk around Wyandotte 
for a story for another 
publication. The downriver 
community had planted 
“for sale” signs on vacant 
properties it owned in resi-
dential sections of the city.

To its credit Hamtramck 
has now adopted a simi-
lar policy, hoping to attract 
builders of townhouses 
and other multi-family resi-
dential dwellings.

The city must encour-
age housing that appeals 
to creatives, thinkers and 
doers if it is to survive the 
challenges of the near fu-
ture, attracting people who 
see commuting to DMC, 
WSU, CCS, Eastern Mar-
ket and downtown as a 
reasonable option.

Young professionals and 
empty nesters looking 
for amenities accessed 
by non-motorized means 
-- Hamtramck has always 
been the “15-minute” 
community now a part of 

trendy urban planning ini-
tiatives across the country 
-- should also be targets 
of these marketing strate-
gies.

This city has the primary 
assets it takes to start the 
ball rolling. It needs to use 
them, aggressively, and do 
even more beyond strictly 
dollars and cents develop-
ment.

The City of Southfield, 
as just one example, has 
installed “Black Lives 
Matter” banners on utility 
poles near its Civic Center. 

That’s bold, assertive 
and decisive action letting 
the world know where a 
local government stands 
regarding the single most 
significant social justice 
question of these turbu-
lent times. 

Such actions are attrac-
tive to creative, forward-
thinking commercial and 
residential investors look-
ing for the right location on 
the ethical side of history.

Silence on whether the 
lives of people of color 
matter does little to in-
spire confidence in poten-
tial new residents and pro-
gressive-minded investors.

Hamtramck should be 
among the first communi-
ties in the region to make 
repairs for the racial insen-
sitivity that led to a 50-year 
discrimination lawsuit for 
an ill-conceived urban re-
newal project hatched in 
the 1960s.   

To be clear: the city 
must be bold, marketing 
location, mobility, diversi-
ty, inclusivity, reaching for 
ethical modern living stan-
dards; publicly owning and 
correcting past mistakes, 
building a better, more eq-
uitable community of the 
future.

That’s a way forward 
Hamtramck can take, if it 
so desires. Who will acti-
vate and maintain this po-
tential better tomorrow is 
the question.

Walter Wasacz is a Ham-
tramck-born writer, photog-
rapher and consultant. He 
was 14 years old when 
African American plaintiffs 
began a discrimination 
lawsuit against the city 
that displaced them in the 
name of ‘slum clearance’ 
and urban renewal.  

Bold, assertive actions needed 
to move city forward

The Joe Louis Greenway has been installed north of Carpenter 
in Detroit. When will the Hamtramck piece of the non-motorized 
trail that will connect the city to Eastern Market, Midtown and 
downtown be completed? 
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Partisan Section 

Presidential

Congressional

Legislative

State Boards County

Nonpartisan Section 
Judicial

Judicial

Straight Party Ticket
Vote for not more than 1

Democratic Party 

Republican Party 

Libertarian Party 

U.S. Taxpayers Party 

Working Class Party 

Green Party 

Natural Law Party 

Electors of President
and Vice-President
of the United States
Vote for not more than 1

Joseph R. Biden 
Kamala D. Harris 

Democrat 

Donald J. Trump 
Michael R. Pence 

Republican 

Jo Jorgensen 
Jeremy Cohen 

Libertarian 

Don Blankenship 
William Mohr 
U.S. Taxpayers 

Howie Hawkins 
Angela Walker 

Green 

Rocky De La Fuente 
Darcy Richardson 

Natural Law 

United States Senator
Vote for not more than 1

Gary Peters 
Democrat 

John James 
Republican 

Valerie L. Willis 
U.S. Taxpayers 
Marcia Squier 

Green 
Doug Dern 
Natural Law 

Representative in 
Congress
14th District

Vote for not more than 1

Brenda Lawrence 
Democrat 

Robert Vance Patrick 
Republican 

Lisa Lane Gioia 
Libertarian 

Philip Kolody 
Working Class 

Clyde K. Shabazz 
Green 

Representative in
State Legislature

4th District
Vote for not more than 1

Abraham Aiyash 
Democrat 

Howard Weathington 
Republican 

Linda Rayburn 
Working Class 

MD Rabbi Alam
No Party Affiliation

Representative in
State Legislature

4th District
Partial Term Ending 

01/01/2021
Vote for not more than 1

Abraham Aiyash 
Democrat 

Member of the
State Board of Education

Vote for not more than 2
Ellen Cogen Lipton 

Democrat 
Jason Strayhorn 

Democrat 
Tami Carlone 

Republican 
Michelle A. Frederick 

Republican 
Bill Hall 

Libertarian 
Richard A. Hewer 

Libertarian 
Karen Adams 
U.S. Taxpayers 

Douglas Levesque 
U.S. Taxpayers 

Mary Anne Hering 
Working Class 

Hali McEachern 
Working Class 

Tom Mair 
Green 

Regent of the
University of Michigan

Vote for not more than 2
Mark Bernstein 

Democrat 
Shauna Ryder Diggs 

Democrat 
Sarah Hubbard 

Republican 
Carl Meyers 
Republican 

James L. Hudler 
Libertarian 

Eric Larson 
Libertarian 

Ronald E. Graeser 
U.S. Taxpayers 

Crystal Van Sickle 
U.S. Taxpayers 

Michael Mawilai 
Green 

Keith Butkovich 
Natural Law 

Trustee of
Michigan State University

Vote for not more than 2
Brian Mosallam 

Democrat 
Rema Ella Vassar 

Democrat 
Pat O'Keefe 
Republican 

Tonya Schuitmaker 
Republican 

Will Tyler White 
Libertarian 

Janet M. Sanger 
U.S. Taxpayers 

John Paul Sanger 
U.S. Taxpayers 
Brandon Hu 

Green 
Robin Lea Laurain 

Green 
Bridgette Abraham-Guzman 

Natural Law 

Governor of
Wayne State University

Vote for not more than 2
Eva Garza Dewaelsche 

Democrat 
Shirley Stancato 

Democrat 
Don Gates 
Republican 

Terri Lynn Land 
Republican 
Jon Elgas 
Libertarian 

Christine C. Schwartz 
U.S. Taxpayers 
Susan Odgers 

Green 

Prosecuting Attorney
Vote for not more than 1

Kym L. Worthy 
Democrat 

Daniel Ziemba 
Libertarian 

Sheriff
Vote for not more than 1

Benny N. Napoleon 
Democrat 

Clerk
Vote for not more than 1

Cathy M. Garrett 
Democrat 

Dylan M. Gomula 
Republican 

Treasurer
Vote for not more than 1

Eric R. Sabree 
Democrat 

Anthony Wozniak 
Republican 

Register of Deeds
Vote for not more than 1

Bernard J. Youngblood 
Democrat 

Parker Burns 
Republican 

Richard J. Secula 
Libertarian 

County Commissioner
3rd District

Vote for not more than 1
Martha G. Scott 

Democrat 

Justice of Supreme Court
Vote for not more than 2

Katherine Mary Nepton 

Brock Swartzle 

Elizabeth M. Welch 

Susan L. Hubbard 

Mary Kelly 
Bridget Mary McCormack 

Justice of Supreme Court 

Kerry Lee Morgan 

Judge of Court of Appeals
1st District

Incumbent Position
Vote for not more than 3

Karen Fort Hood 
Judge of Court of Appeals 

Anica Letica 
Judge of Court of Appeals 
Christopher M. Murray 
Judge of Court of Appeals 

Judge of Circuit Court
3rd Circuit

Incumbent Position
Vote for not more than 15

David J. Allen 
Judge of Circuit Court 

Mariam Bazzi 
Judge of Circuit Court 

Chris Dingell 
Judge of Circuit Court 
Charlene M. Elder 

Judge of Circuit Court 
Helal A. Farhat 

Judge of Circuit Court 
John H. Gillis, Jr. 

Judge of Circuit Court 
Noah P. Hood 

Judge of Circuit Court 
Edward J. Joseph 
Judge of Circuit Court 

Don Knapp 
Judge of Circuit Court 

Cylenthia LaToye Miller 
Judge of Circuit Court 

Lynne A. Pierce 
Judge of Circuit Court 
Lawrence S. Talon 
Judge of Circuit Court 

Carla G. Testani 
Judge of Circuit Court 

Margaret M. Van Houten 
Judge of Circuit Court 

Shannon Nicol Walker 
Judge of Circuit Court 

Judge of Circuit Court
3rd Circuit

Non-Incumbent Position
Vote for not more than 2

Shakira Lynn Hawkins 

Mary Beth Kelly 

Chandra W. Baker 

Nicholas John Hathaway 

Judge of Circuit Court
3rd Circuit

Incumbent Position
Partial Term Ending 

01/01/2023
Vote for not more than 1

Darnella Williams-Claybourne 
Judge of Circuit Court 

VOTE BOTH FRONT AND BACK OF BALLOT

OFFICIAL BALLOT
General Election

Tuesday, November 3, 2020
Wayne County, Michigan

City of Hamtramck, Precinct 1

18
43

    City of Hamtramck, Precinct 1

VOTER: PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE STUB
IF STUB DETACHES, PLEASE RETURN WITH BALLOT

Gitschlag, and already 
about 2,600 have been 
returned.

Many voters here and 
nationally are voting by 
absentee ballot because 
of the ongoing spread of 
COVID-19.

Gitschlag said that, com-
pared to the last presiden-
tial election four years ago, 
there were a total of 800 
absentee ballots cast.

This could mean that 
there will be about 9,000 
Hamtramck voters par-
ticipating in this year’s 
election. There are over 
13,000 registered voters 
in Hamtramck.

Besides the presidential 
election, there is an elec-
tion for an open seat in the 
state legislature to fill the 
late Rep. Isaac Robinson’s 
position. He died this year 
of COVID-19, while still in 
his first term.

The district includes 
Hamtramck. A Hamtramck 
Democratic candidate, 

Abraham Aiyash, is the 
one thought to be likely 
win, since Hamtramck has 
traditionally backed Demo-
cratic candidates.

He faces a little-known 
Republican challenger, 
Howard Weathington, as 
well as Working Class can-
didate Linda Rayburn and 
an independent candidate, 
MD Rabbi Alam.

Alam has been active in 
local Bangladeshi political 
circles and has run for of-
fice before.

There are also three 
Hamtramck city proposals. 
Proposals 1 and 2 have 
created the most contro-
versy. Both are city charter 
revisions that, if approved, 
would eliminate the estab-
lishment of the police and 
fire departments and their 
respective positions for 
chief from the charter.

If approved, the city 
council would then decide 
how to provide those ser-
vices.

There has been consid-
erable backlash against 
the proposals, over fears 
that Hamtramck would end 
up receiving inferior police 
and fire protection.

Proponents of the pro-
posals say that adequate 
services would continue, 
and that there would be a 
financial savings.

No alternative plan for 
providing these services 
has been presented.

A separate city proposal 
would raise the property 
tax that goes toward pay-
ing the city’s police and 
fire pension costs, from 
a half mill to up to 10.5 
mills. The current millage 
rate does not come close 
to meeting the city’s costs.

There has been little 
promotion or public dis-
cussion about this pro-
posal, although it is gener-
ally thought that voters will 
likely reject such a signifi-
cant tax increase.

	

Election countdown begins
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What the Nov. 3 ballot looks like

Community College

Local School District

Proposal Section 
State

City Intermediate School 
District

Nonpartisan Section
Judicial

Judge of Probate Court
Incumbent Position
Vote for not more than 3

David Braxton 
Judge of Probate Court 

Judy A. Hartsfield 
Judge of Probate Court 

Terrance Ashworth Keith 
Judge of Probate Court 

Judge of District Court
31st District

Incumbent Position
Vote for not more than 1

Alexis Grace Krot 
Judge of District Court 

Board of Trustees Member
Wayne County

Community College
2nd District

Vote for not more than 1

Asm Rahman 

Board Member
Hamtramck Public School 

District
Vote for not more than 3

DazShavon Hall 

Ramsey Hussain 

Regan Watson 

Board Member
Hamtramck Public School 

District
Partial Term Ending 

12/31/2024
Vote for not more than 1

Salah Ali Hadwan 

Proposal 20-1
A proposed constitutional 
amendment to allow money 
from oil and gas mining on 

state-owned lands to 
continue to be collected in 

state funds for land 
protection and creation and 
maintenance of parks, nature 
areas, and public recreation 
facilities; and to describe 
how money in those state 

funds can be spent
This proposed constitutional amendment would:

• Allow the State Parks Endowment Fund to 
continue receiving money from sales of oil and gas 
from state-owned lands to improve, maintain and 
purchase land for State parks, and for Fund 
administration, until its balance reaches 
$800,000,000.

• Require subsequent oil and gas revenue from 
state-owned lands to go into the Natural 
Resources Trust Fund.

• Require at least 20% of Endowment Fund annual 
spending go toward State park improvement.

• Require at least 25% of Trust Fund annual 
spending go toward parks and public recreation 
areas and at least 25% toward land conservation.

Should this proposal be adopted?

Yes 

No 

Proposal 20-2
A proposed constitutional 
amendment to require a 
search warrant in order to 

access a person’s electronic 
data or electronic 
communications

This proposed constitutional amendment would:

• Prohibit unreasonable searches or seizures of a 
person’s electronic data and electronic 
communications.

• Require a search warrant to access a person’s 
electronic data or electronic communications, 
under the same conditions currently required for 
the government to obtain a search warrant to 
search a person’s house or seize a person’s 
things. 

Should this proposal be adopted?

Yes 

No 

Proposal to Increase the 
Millage Levy to Fund the 
Police and Firefighters 
Retirement System

This proposal, if approved, will allow the City of 
Hamtramck to increase the millage levy from the 
current rate of .50 mills to a rate not to exceed 10.5 
mills in any year, for a period not to exceed twenty 
(20) years, in order to fund the retirement system 
for police and firefighters pursuant to Public Act 
345 of 1937. 

Shall the City of Hamtramck, Wayne County, 
Michigan, be authorized to increase the current 
millage rate of .50 mills to a rate of not more than 
10.5 mills in any year on each dollar ($10.50 per 
$1,000) of the taxable value of all property in the 
City, in order to fund the retirement system for 
police and firefighters pursuant to Act 345 of 1937, 
for a period of not to exceed twenty (20) years, for 
the years 2021 through 2040, inclusive? It is 
expected that approximately 10.5 mills will be 
levied in 2021 and will raise the sum of 
approximately $2,259,000.00 Dollars.

Do you approve the increase of the current rate of 
.50 mill on all taxable property located within the 
City of Hamtramck to a rate not to exceed 10.5 
mills, for a period not to exceed 20 years, for the 
years 2021 through 2040, in order to fund the 
police and firefighters pension system? 

Yes 

No 

CHARTER AMENDMENT 
PROPOSAL NO. 1

Should the Hamtramck City Charter be amended 
to delete and remove the following Articles and 
Sections: Article 9, Section 16; and Article 10, 
Sections 01 through 05, regarding the organization 
of the police department, so that Council may 
provide for public safety (police and fire protection) 
in a manner that Council determines is in 
Hamtramck’s best interests. This charter 
amendment shall not be effective unless the 
electors also approve the amendment of Article 9, 
Section 17; and Article 11, Sections 01 through 06, 
regarding the organization of the fire department.
Shall the amendment as proposed be adopted? 

Yes 

No 

CHARTER AMENDMENT 
PROPOSAL NO. 2

Should the Hamtramck City Charter be amended 
to delete and remove the following Articles and 
Sections: Article 9, Section 17; and Article 11, 
Sections 01 through 06, regarding the organization 
of the fire department, so that Council may provide 
for public safety (police and fire protection) in a 
manner that Council determines is in Hamtramck’s 
best interests. This charter amendment shall not 
be effective unless the electors also approve the 
amendment of Article 9, Section 16; and Article 10, 
Sections 01 through 05, regarding the organization 
of the police department.
Shall the amendment as proposed be adopted? 

Yes 

No 

Regional Enhancement
Millage Renewal Proposal
Pursuant to state law, the revenue raised by the 
proposed enhancement millage will be collected by 
the Wayne County Regional Educational Service 
Agency and distributed to local constituent public 
school districts including eligible public school 
academies within the boundaries of the Wayne 
County Regional Educational Service Agency 
based on pupil membership count.
As a renewal of authority which expires with the 
2021 levy, shall the limitation on the amount of ad 
valorem taxes which may be imposed on taxable 
property in the Wayne County Regional 
Educational Service Agency, Michigan, be 
increased by 2 mills ($2.00 per thousand dollars of 
taxable value) for a period of six (6) years, 2022 to 
2027, inclusive, to provide operating funds to 
enhance other state and local funding for local 
school district operating purposes?  It is estimated 
that 2 mills would raise approximately $90.4  
million when first levied in 2022.
The revenue from this millage will be disbursed to 
public school academies within the boundaries of 
the Wayne County Regional Educational Service 
Agency which are eligible to receive enhancement 
millage under the Revised School Code and the 
following school districts:
Allen Park Public Schools, Crestwood School 
District, Dearborn City School District, Dearborn 
Heights School District #7, Detroit Public Schools 
Community District, Ecorse Public School District, 
Flat Rock Community Schools, School District of 
the City of Garden City, Gibraltar School District, 
Grosse Ile Township Schools, The Grosse Pointe 
Public School System, Hamtramck Public Schools, 
City of Harper Woods Schools, School District of 
the City of Highland Park, Huron School District, 
School District of the City of Lincoln Park, Livonia 
Public Schools, Melvindale – Northern Allen Park 
Schools, Northville Public Schools, 
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools, Redford 
Union School District, River Rouge School District, 
Riverview Community School District, Romulus 
Community Schools, Southgate Community 
School District, South Redford School District, 
Taylor School District, Trenton Public Schools, Van 
Buren Public Schools, Wayne-Westland 
Community School District, Westwood Community 
Schools, Woodhaven-Brownstown School District, 
Wyandotte City School District

Yes 

No 

VOTE BOTH FRONT AND BACK OF BALLOT

18
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By Charles Sercombe
For a moment last week, 

it looked like Hamtramck 
might turn a corner on our 
number of COVID cases.

Instead, as Mayor Karen 
Majewski reported in her 
weekly Monday address 
to the community, via her 
Facebook page, we took a 

turn for the worse.
Since she last reported 

from the week prior, the 
number of Hamtramck 
cases shot up by 50 – with 
one additional death for 
the year.

The total number of 
cases for the year, as of 
Monday, was 780, she 

said, and Hamtramck has 
now recorded 27 deaths. 
The latest casualty was a 
69-year-old Asian man.

Hamtramck is not alone. 
The number of cases be-
ing reported spiked in the 
state, and also in over half 
the other states.

Mayor’s report stresses that COVID 
precautions are still needed
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Review: Opinion Page
In Our Opinion
In politics, anyone can get 
involved – even outsiders
As we mentioned in 

last week’s issue, Ham-
tramck voters have been 
faced with numerous con-
troversial ballot propos-
als and recall elections in 
the past.

Political controversy 
has constantly been a 
part of Hamtramck.

One of the recurring 
gripes in any political dis-
pute is the influence of 
outside forces.

Namely, the issue of 
non-residents being in-
volved in local elections.

This election cycle 
once again has a number 
of folks agitated over out-
side forces.

Case in point: A former 
resident and city council-
member who now resides 
in Novi is involved in the 
push for the upcoming 
city charter proposals, 
and supporting the recall 
of City Councilmember 
Ian Perrotta.

Some in town are call-
ing his involvement “dirty 
politics.”

It reminds us of the 
many other times that 
outsiders were involved 
here.

Take, for example, sev-
eral years ago, when vot-
ers were asked to support 
a human right ordinance 
that some perceived as 
being supportive of gays 

and the LGBTQ commu-
nity at large.

Outside conservative 
religious folks teamed up 
with local folks to wage a 
campaign to defeat that 
ordinance, and they did 
so in a very ugly way. And 
they were successful.

There was also a time 
when certain public 
school teachers, most 
of whom were non-res-
idents, organized, and 
then succeeded in recall-
ing three school board 
members – including 
the then-president of the 
board.

It could even be noted 
that some firefighters in 
their current campaign 
against the city charter 
proposals on the bal-
lot this Nov. 3 are also 
largely outsiders: Most, 
except for a few, are non-
residents.

You can split hairs that 
some of these folks, 
although they are non-
residents, have a stake 
here. But at the end of 
the day, they are still non-
residents, who are push-
ing their positions on lo-
cal voters.

For firefighters, urging 
voters to oppose the two 
city charter amendments 
works to their advantage 
because, in this instance, 
maintaining the status 

quo works in their favor – 
no matter what the finan-
cial cost is to the city.

Firefighters have every 
right to be concerned 
about these proposals 
because, if they are in 
fact passed, their liveli-
hoods will be on the line.

We do not by any 
means begrudge them 
their right to exercise 
their opinion, or their right 
to be involved in local pol-
itics. But we also don’t 
begrudge those who are 
in favor of passing the 
proposals as a way to cut 
costs, yet still maintain 
needed services.

Obviously, these pro-
posals raise some thorny 
issues for voters.

The point here is that 
everyone has a right to 
voice their opinion or 
back any political issue 
–whether they are non-
residents or residents.

Locals, of course, have 
every right to question 
the motives of outsiders, 
and to consider that influ-
ence when deciding on 
local issues.

There is no law against 
non-residents getting in-
volved in local politics. 
It happens everywhere, 
and Hamtramck is not 
immune. 

That’s the American 
way, folks.
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In Our Opinion

If you are a regular
reader of this paper, you
will know that Ham-
tramck has rediscovered
an old jewel.

For years, Ham-
tramck’s baseball sta-
dium had fallen into
disrepair. There was
even some occasional
talk about having it torn
down.

But several years ago,
city officials and volun-
teers discovered its his-
torical significance: It
was once home to the
Detroit Stars, a team in
the Negro Baseball
League, back in a time
when African-Americans
could not play in the all-
white Major Leagues.

Fortunately, that racial
barrier was eventually
erased.

The stadium is only
one of five that remain
standing as a testament
to that time. Despite the

racial restrictions, the
Negro League produced
legendary players, like
Detroit’s own Norman
“Turkey” Stearnes.

The stadium’s field
was recently named in
honor of Stearnes.

The stadium is now
being renovated, thanks
to various funding mech-
anisms.

At the urging of City
Councilmember Ian Per-
rotta, who was at the
forefront with others in
researching the sta-
dium’s historical impor-
tance, the council has
tasked the city adminis-
tration with making sure
the stadium and its
grounds are not de-
stroyed.

In the past, the sta-
dium attracted vandal-
ism – including people
driving their cars on the
field, or setting fires in
the grandstands.

The resolution that Per-
rotta introduced requires
the city to assign daily
patrols to the stadium
site. Those patrols, it is
hoped, will deter any fu-
ture destruction, and
safeguard the hundreds
of thousands of dollars
being invested in the fa-
cility.

Hopefully, the stadium
will one day play host to
sporting and entertain-
ment events – and draw
visitors from all over.

The stadium is a
sound investment, and
one that generation of
Hamtramckans will
enjoy.

We also send out a
huge thanks to the good
folks with the Friends of
Historic Hamtramck Sta-
dium and the Ham-
tramck Stadium Grounds
Crew for their tireless
work in preserving this
treasure.

Protecting our stadium
is a sound investment

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR
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In God We Trust
Declaration of Nationality

Notice of Special Appearance : I am that I am: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, in full life, in propria persona,
sui juris, in solo proprio, Haqdar by natural issue, the beneficiary and heir of: ‘‘ COOK, RYAN© ’’,
corp.sole Dba.: ‘‘  RYAN COOK© ’’. Notice of Special Appearance :  I am that I am: ‘‘ Shavonne
Lanise Turner© ”, in full life, in propria persona, sui juris, in solo proprio, Haqdar by natural
issue, the beneficiary and heir of: ‘‘ TURNER, SHAVONNE LANISE© ”, corp.sole Dba.: ‘‘
SHAVONNE LANISE TURNER© ”. Collectively having reached the age of majority, being aborigi-
nal to the northwestern and southwestern shores of Africa, the Atlantic Islands, the continental
Americas, being duly certified, hereby affirms to declare our tribal intention to be as our pedi-
gree subscribes, as: Moorish American(s), but not citizen(s) of the United States. We declare
permanent, and unalienable, allegiance to The Moorish Empire, Societas Republicae Ea Al
Maurikanuus Estados, The Constitution for the united States of America, Article III Section 2,
The Lieber Code, Hague Conventions of 1899 & 1907, The Geneva Conventions, [ United Na-
tions Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples ], and all natural laws governing moors,
and hereby declare and proclaim our nationality in good faith as: Moorish American(s). Any and
all facts contained in this publication, are fully applicable to any and all private tribal issue off-
spring of: Affiants, Nunc pro tunc, not limited to but including : 1. ‘‘ Zallah Swan Indigo Cook©
’’. I am: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, from this day forward, in harmony with my Nationality /Status / Juris-
diction, shall be known as: “ bhagwan ra el© ”. I am: ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise Turner© ’’, from this
day forward, in harmony with my Nationality / Status / Jurisdiction, shall be known as: “
shavonne asherah el© ”. I am: ‘‘ Zallah Swan Indigo Cook© ’’, from this day forward, in har-
mony with my Nationality /Status / Jurisdiction, shall be known as: “ zallah swan indigo el© ”.
Notice of White Flag Surrender: as “hors de combat”, pursuant to The Geneva Conventions, Ar-
ticle III, as a minister of The Moorish Empire, and Internationally Protected Person. Notice of
LAWS AND CUSTOMS OF WAR ON LAND ( HAGUE, IV), ARTICLE: 45, 46, & 47. Notice of Claim
pursuant to Public Law 87-846, TITLE II, SEC. 203. Notice of Bailment Merging of Legal Title
with Equitable Title : This order is to preserve legal and equitable title , and to reserve all
rights, title, and interest, in the property, Re: 1. Michigan Department of Health & Human Serv-
ices, STATE OF MICHIGAN: STATE FILE NUMBER : 0075015, ‘‘ RYAN COOK© ’’, to the depositor:
“ bhagwan ra el© ”, nom deguerre: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’; 2.  Michigan Department of Health &
Human Services, STATE OF MICHIGAN: STATE FILE NUMBER : 0119784. “ SHAVONNE LANISE
TURNER© ”, to the depositor:  “ shavonne asherah el© ”, nom deguerre:  ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise
Turner© ’’. All property of the same issue and amount, in like kind and specie, is to be returned
fully intact , as a Special Deposit order of the Depositor / Beneficiary / Bailor / Donor / Princi-
pal / Creditor: “ bhagwan ra el© ”, nom deguerre: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, for: “ Melanite Star Nation
Trust ”, and or:  “ shavonne asherah el© ”, nom deguerre:  ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise Turner© ’’, for: “
Royal Tribe of Melanite Trust ”, as a special deposit order in lawful money. This special deposit
is to be used exclusively for the benefit of : each respective Trust, an Inter Vivos Unincorpo-
rated Divine Grantor Trust. This deposit is not to be commingled with general assets of any
bank , nor depositary / trustee / agent / bailee / donee / debtor. This deposit is not limited
to, but including: discharge and set off, of any and all outstanding liabilities as accord and sat-
isfaction. Inter alia enact fuit. All Rights Reserved.

ness owners, but Majew-
ski noted that filling out
the required paperwork
can be a challenge.

In order to help out,
Wayne State University
has been hosting webi-
nars to help folks navi-
gate the application. The
next 90-minute seminar is
Sept. 22.

For more information,
go to:
www.eventbrite.com.

Still haven’t filled out
the Census form? Need
some help?

You can stop by city hall
today (Friday, Sept. 18)
anytime from 9 a.m.-3
p.m. for assistance.

The mayor stressed the
importance of house-
holds filling out the forms.

“It affects our funding
and congressional repre-
sentation,” she said.

It’s been reported that
only 56 percent of Ham-
tramck’s households have
submitted their forms –
which is below the state
average.

You know what else
counts?

Your vote, said Majew-
ski, referring to the up-
coming presidential
election on Nov. 3.

Majewski, a Democrat,
said it should be no sur-
prise where her political
support goes.

“Most people know
where I stand on this,”
she said.

There is also still time
to apply for an absentee

ballot, and voters no
longer need to state a
reason for asking for one.

Winding up, Majewski
once again urged resi-
dents to “wear your
mask” when going out in
public.

She also stressed that
businesses need to “do
the right thing,” and obey
mask wearing and keep
enforcing social distanc-
ing.

The country is now six
months into this new pan-
demic lifestyle, and for
many folks, it’s become a
burden in many ways – es-
pecially emotionally.

“Keep our spirits up,”
she said. “Our presence
matters, our voice mat-
ters.”

Mayor stresses the need 
for emotional support 
in these trying times
Continued from page 3

Coming up… At press
time we received this press
release from The Friends of
Historic Hamtramck Sta-
dium.

Here is what they had to
say about the latest devel-
opment at Hamtramck’s
historic baseball stadium:

The Friends of Historic
Hamtramck Stadium is
pleased to announce that
the outfield at Turkey
Stearnes Field at Ham-
tramck Stadium will soon be
open for community play.

The Hamtramck Recre-
ation Department will mark
out a soccer pitch at Ham-
tramck Stadium next week. 

However, the baseball
field is not quite ready for
play yet, as the infield sod
and grass still need two
more weeks to properly
take root.

Therefore, the baseball
diamond will be roped off
until Sept. 29, and we ask
that everyone stay off the
infield grass until then.
There will be an on the field
celebration on Tuesday
Sept. 29 at 4:30 p.m. for
City of Hamtramck officials,
Hamtramck Public Schools
Board of Education mem-
bers, Hamtramck resi-
dents, the Hamtramck
Stadium Grounds Crew,
and the local media. 

The partnership of the
City of Hamtramck, the
Hamtramck Board of Edu-
cation, Wayne County, the
Friends of Historic Ham-
tramck Stadium, DCFC, and
volunteers like the Grounds
Crew is a model that im-
proves the quality of life in
our city. 

FHHS is proud to be a
part of this important work.
We value our partners and

are very excited for Ham-
tramck as we strive to
make this historic site a
must-see destination in
Southeast Michigan.

Moving on… There have
been some personnel
changes lately within the
police department.

It seems like only re-
cently that Sgt. Richard
Seely joined the force, but
now -- after 21 years -- he is
retiring. We wish him well in
the next chapter of his life.

Taking his place as Ser-
geant is Michael Fedenis,
who was sworn in to that
position this week.

Also new to the depart-
ment is Michael Gregg.
Congratulations and good
luck to you.

Heating help… Time is
running out to apply for
Michigan’s Home Heating
Credit, which is offered to
qualified homeowners and

renters.
According to the state

Treasury Department:
“The Home Heating

Credit helps cover utility ex-
penses, leaving more
money available for other
critical needs. It is de-
signed to aid senior citi-
zens; low income, deaf,
disabled or blind persons;
and disabled veterans.”

Home Heating Credit ap-
plications must be received
by Sept. 30.

Typically, people sign up
by filing a Home Heating
Credit application when
completing their individual
income tax return. However,
applicants do not need to
file a state income tax re-
turn to receive this assis-
tance, and may submit the
application only.

The Home Heating Credit
application form can be ob-
tained at  www.michigan.
gov/taxes.  

Continued on page 6

Above: New to the Hamtramck Police Department is officer
Michael Gregg. Below left: Michael Fedenis was recently sworn
in to his new rank of Sergeant. Below right: Sgt. Richard Seely
retired after serving 21 years in the department.
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Other Voices:  Guest Editorial

By Anita and 
Gary Saganski

August Gitschlag is 
Hamtramck’s City Clerk 
and he is facing a monu-
mental task in the 2020 
Elections: MAKING EV-
ERY VOTE COUNT.  

Tabulating election re-
sults with Integrity and 
Accuracy in an election 
like no other demands an 
extremely competent City 
Clerk supported by com-
mitted and experienced 
Election Workers. 

This is exactly what we 
have in our city! 

Our Hamtramck Elec-
tion Team has been prob-
lem solving for months on 
how to Make Every Vote 
Count in a limited amount 
of time, with limited re-
sources and yet respect 
COVID 19 precautions 
for public gatherings. 
Hamtramck voices will be 
heard in the 2020 Elec-
tion.

August Gitschlag is one 
of 1,500 City Clerks who 
together will deliver Elec-
tion Results from Michi-
gan on the night of Nov. 
3. In a recent training ses-
sion for new poll workers, 
our city clerk explained 
the specific challenges 
all election workers are 
facing. 

In 2016, there were 
roughly 700 absentee 
ballots to be counted in 
Hamtramck. SO FAR, IN 
THIS ELECTION, OVER 
5,000 VOTERS HAVE 
REQUESTED ABSENTEE 
BALLOTS. 

As mandated by Michi-
gan law, absentee ballots 
cannot be processed or 
counted until election 
day. While the state leg-
islature recently ruled 
that cities of over 25,000 
people could begin PRO-
CESSING votes on Nov. 
2, Hamtramck did not 
qualify for this extra time. 
Our election team must 

process and count all ab-
sentee ballots on Nov. 3.

Processing means a 
series of mechanical 
steps: check the voter’s 
signature with the official 
state data base, open 
the envelope, remove a 
perforated ID tab, flatten 
the ballot. Only then, can 
a ballot be scanned and 
counted. In the August 
primary, Hamtramck’s 
election team began the 
process of counting ab-
sentee ballots when the 
polls opened and finished 
21 hours later! 

Election officials locally, 
state wide and even na-
tionally, have been fer-
vent in their requests for 
what is needed to count 
substantially more votes 
fairly and accurately in 
November: TIME and 
TOOLS. 

TOOLS: Automatic letter 
openers, high speed bal-
lot scanners, PPE for poll 
workers (and voters!) are 
critical with high volume 
ballots and little or no 
increase in time to count 
them. Our City Clerk has 
increased our number 
of high-speed scanners 
from one to three for the 
upcoming election and 
that will make a real dif-
ference.

TIME: While TIME and 
PLACES for casting votes 
has generously expanded 
through early voting and 
ballot drop boxes, TIME 
FOR COUNTING VOTES 
has not. 

Michigan city clerks 
made a strong case for 
needing 5 days prior to 
Election Day to process 
all absentee ballots to 
minimize rejected ballots 
and to make tabulation 
on Election Day so much 
easier. 

For example, if the sig-
nature on a 2020 Ballot 
does not match the one 
on state voter rolls, it 

gives time to contact the 
voter so they can do what 
is necessary to make 
their vote count!   

Our Republican-domi-
nated state legislature 
refused giving five days of 
extra time. They granted 
one day to cities with over 
25,000 people.

Up until one week ago, 
any mail- in ballot post-
marked by Nov. 2 and 
received within 2 weeks 
of Election Day would 
be counted. A Michigan 
judge ruled that given 
ongoing postal delays of 
mail, ballots and medi-
cine, extended time to 
count absentee or mail-in 
ballots was necessary. 

This ruling has been 
overturned in the courts 
so now, your mail-in vote 
must arrive by 8 pm Nov. 
3. The Republican Party 
of Michigan spearheaded 
and financed this legal ef-
fort to in effect suppress 
votes that may come in 
late due to USPS delays.

Is it not in the interest 
of both parties and all 
Americans that we grant 
our election officials the 
time, tools and resources 
to hear every voice and 
count every vote? 

Whomever you vote for 
in this election, make 
sure their record on sup-
porting the right to vote is 
solid.

As these limitations on 
TIME and TOOLS are real, 
our job in this battle to 
get our votes counted is 
to fill out our ballots ex-
tremely carefully and get 
them to The Hamtramck 
City Clerk’s Office in per-
son or put them in our 
secure ballot drop boxes 
TODAY! 

Anita and Gary Sagan-
ski are longtime Ham-
tramck residents and be-
lievers in voting rights as 
human rights.

By Edgar L. Vann
Pastor of Second 
Ebeneezer Church 

A paraphrased quote 
attributed to Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., says “Our 
lives begin to end the day 
we become silent about 
things that matter.” 

The current zeitgeist 
has cast a pall of perplex-
ing uncertainty for many 
over the status of the 
soul of this nation. It is a 
seismic moment of truth 
for us all. 

The malaise of mis-
trust. 

The nightmare of divi-
sion and hyper-partisan-
ship. The maelstrom 

of racial and economic 
inequity and injustice. 
The ongoing crisis of the 
pandemic and other is-
sues that cloud the atmo-
sphere of democracy.

And yet, through it all, a 
fundamental tenet of that 
democracy remains the 
most powerful individual 
engagement toward the 
quality of life in America. 

It’s your vote and your 
voice. 

The energy surrounding 
this election both nation-
ally and locally is most 
critical to the trajectory 
of our lives now and for 
years to come. Voting 
is your voice in that pro-

cess. 
Why vote? 
You’ve heard a lot of 

people respond to this 
question by saying elec-
tions have consequenc-
es. Elections are bigger 
than personalities. Voting 
is designed to establish 
public policy that governs 
us all. Elections guide 
and decide the American 
quality of life and our na-
tion’s place in the world. 

You have a life, and 
your voice matters. Con-
trary to what it may often 
seem like, it is also your 
government. Your taxes 
pay for it and elected of-

Hamtramck voices will be 
heard in the 2020 election

Your vote – your voice

The disease is simply 
not going anywhere, nor 
showing any signs it is di-
minishing.

“It’s shocking,” Majewski 
said.

Once again, she 
stressed the need to wear 
masks when going out in 
public – including while 
we are outside. She said 
there is evidence that the 
virus stubbornly persists 
in the air, and that it also 
attaches to hard surfaces.

Health experts are say-
ing the pandemic could 
hang around through the 
winter.

Majewski didn’t speak 
long on Monday, but 
touched on a few other 
issues, such as a tree 
planting that took place on 
Tuesday morning on Nagel 
St. 

She had some good 
news about the construc-
tion going on at Holbrook 

and Jos. Campau, the in-
tersection of which had 
been blocked off for sev-
eral weeks: It is now back 
open.

A touch of Hollywood is 
coming to town. This com-
ing Monday, filming will 
take place in the Jos. Cam-
pau-Evaline area, which 
may require periodic street 
closures, Majewski said.

City officials still don’t 
know what time exactly 
filming will take place on 
Oct. 26 (and again on Nov. 
2). But if you stop by, you 
might see some movie-
making taking place.

The film is a period piece 
set in 1950s Detroit, and 
features several major 
stars.

Majewski also urged 
residents to check out the 
city’s website for various 
openings on boards and 
commissions. As you can 
imagine, the city is having 

a hard time finding folks to 
volunteer their time.

“Recruitment can be 
hard,” Majewski stressed.

Have some old prescrip-
tion drugs you don’t need 
anymore, or which perhaps 
are out of date? Majewski 
said the Piast Institute will 
be sponsoring a drug take-
back program this Satur-
day (Oct. 24), in front of its 
office (located at 11633 
Jos. Campau), from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

With the Nov. 3 election 
coming up, Majewski re-
minded folks that they can 
vote early via absentee 
ballot. She said that it’s 
already late to mail your 
ballots, and that the best 
thing to do is drop them off 
at city hall, which can be 
done after business hours 
at an outdoor drop box.

Other than that, Majew-
ski had little else to report 
for the week.

Mayor’s report stresses that COVID 
precautions are still needed Cont. from page 4
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City of Hamtramck Notice of Public Hearing 
Zoning Board of Appeals 

The City of Hamtramck ZBA will conduct a public hearing on Thursday, November 12, 2020 at 6:00pm via Zoom and streaming 
live on the city’s Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/CityofHamtramck/) due to the inability to gather in person 

because of COVID-19 concerns. The public is invited to virtually attend and comment or to make written comments before the 
date of the hearing. Address written comments to Grace Stamper, ATTN: ZBA, 3401 Evaline St., Hamtramck, MI 48212. 

Information about how to log on to the Zoom meeting can be found at Hamtramck.us or by calling Grace Stamper at (313) 800-
5233 ext. 307. 

The subject of the hearing is: 

• 8610 Conant is seeking a variance from the setback requirements for corner buildings and requirement for parking to 
be located a maximum 35 feet off the rear lot line and behind the main building per Article VI-1.05.2 a and 1.06 a, i. 
and III-5.06.11.1 of the Hamtramck Zoning Ordinance. 

• 2024 Caniff is seeking a use variance to have commercial retail sales and services in a residential zone per Article V-
1.02 and III-5.06.11.2 of the Hamtramck Zoning Ordinance 
 
Please note: This notice is posted in compliance with PA 267 of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings Act), MCLA 41.71 a (2) (3) and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). The City of Hamtramck will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the Meeting to Individuals with disabilities 
at the Meeting or Public Hearing upon 10 day notice to the City Clerk’s Office. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or 
services should contact the Hamtramck City Clerk by writing or calling the Clerk’s Office at 313-800-5233 x. 342. 

ficials work for you. Voting 
is our collective privilege 
to choose, evaluate, and 
hold accountable those 
who have the steward-
ship of our government.

As never before, this 
election affords all of us 
as voters the preferred 
option of voting early. 
Just as everything in the 
culture has shifted – nor-
mal is behind us and next 
is now! Now is your time 
to vote – the earlier, the 
better. 

More than 14 million 
ballots have already been 
cast in our nation and the 
numbers are rising rapid-
ly. No more struggling to 
take time off work to get 
to the polls during speci-
fied times. No more an-
tiquated polling machine 
breakdowns. No more 

precinct location confu-
sion. No more transpor-
tation issues for those 
voting. 

So do it today. Avoid 
long lines. Make these 
important decisions in 
the comfort of your own 
home and space.

In Michigan, Secretary 
of State Jocelyn Benson 
has said at least three 
million ballots are ex-
pected to be cast by mail 
and more by absentee in-
person voting. 

This time don’t wait and 
don’t procrastinate. Be 
proactive. Vote Early. 

Take full advantage of 
the immediate opportu-
nity to exercise this most 
honored right.  Many 
fought and died to secure 
it. There is no excuse.

Vote – and vote early.

Your vote – your voice
Cont. from page 5

FELDMANN
Antoinette 

“Toni” Feld-
mann, 65, 
died the eve-
ning of Octo-
ber 9, 2020.

Antoinette Feldmann 
was born on August 11, 
1955, to Eugene and 
Stella (Nowak) Stolarc-
zyk in Detroit, MI. She is 
survived by her children, 
Matthew (Jennifer D.) Ow-
ens, Sarah (Marc) Ben-
koff; three grandchildren, 
Brooklyn, Ace and Ash-
ton. She was preceded in 
death by her soul mate, 
Peter Klein; both of her 
parents; and her sister, 
Cynthia Stolarczyk.

Toni found true pur-
pose in her life with her 
children. She worked 
extremely hard to make 
sure they were provided 
for and was always the 
‘cool’ mom. She fell ill 
before her grandchildren 
were able to experience 
having the ‘cool’ grand-
ma but she will live on 
through stories and pic-
tures shared with Brook-
lyn, Ace and Ashton.

Toni was fortunate to 
be with the true love of 
her life, Peter Klein, for 
over 20 years before his 
death. The two of them 
met working at Kroger 

and were inseparable. 
They enjoyed their annual 
trips to Siesta Key, FL, to-
gether in the spring, and 
Houghton Lake, MI, with 
the family in the summer. 
They are now together 
again watching over us 
all.

Toni was loved and will 
be truly missed by those 
that were closest to 
her. She battled various 
health issues for more 
than a decade and is now 
at rest.

In lieu of flowers or gifts, 
we ask you to please 
make a donation in Toni’s 
name to the Oakland Fam-
ily Services ‘Treatment’ 
Program. Please follow 
the link below and select 
‘TREATMENT’ in the sup-
port drop down and copy/
paste ‘In memoriam of 
Antoinette Feldmann’ in 
the box at the bottom. 
Thank you  in advance. 
https://www.oakland-
familyservices.org/build-
brighterfutures

Toni chose to be cre-
mated, and we welcome 
all to pay their respects 
to her and her family from 
5-8 p.m., Tuesday, Octo-
ber 27, 2020, at Jurkie-
wicz and Wilk Funeral 
Home, 2396 Caniff St, 
Hamtramck, MI 48212.

No matter where we 
may be in the election cy-
cle, people would be well 
served by increasing their 
media literacy. 

  In its essence, media 
literacy is the study of our 
exposure to mass media 
and how we process and 
understand the media we 
are exposed to.    Increas-
ing one’s media literacy al-
lows readers the ability to 
better analyze the sources 
from which they are getting 
their information. 

Identifying bias and mo-
tivation behind the stories 
that appear in our feeds, 
the advertising posing as 
news that have infiltrated 
local news sites, and the 
media outlets we choose 
to trust takes a bit of skill, 
but allows us the ability to 

be better informed on the 
world around us.  

The impacts media can 
have on us can be immedi-
ate, like when we are read-
ing an article or opinion 
piece that makes us an-
gry, or they can be gradual 
based on repeat exposure 
to an idea. 

We can feel the impacts 
in physical ways, as when 
our hearts race when 
watching a scary movie, 
or in mental ways like the 
emotional toll we take 
on ourselves from doom-
scrolling through social 
media while getting more 
and more anxious about 
current events.  

People who have low lev-
els of media literacy may 
think while they couldn’t 
possibly be influenced by Last week the Yemeni-

American Newspaper ran 
an article with an embed-
ded youtube video featur-
ing former councilman 
Scott Klein. 

In it, Mr. Klein, Council-
man Mohammed Hassan, 
former Councilman Anam 
Miah, and former Coun-
cilman Saad Almasmari 
are seen at this meeting 
where they and the oth-
ers listen to Mr. Klein tell 
all those present that the 
problem they have is that 
the political structure that 
supports the Fire Depart-
ment is the same that sup-
ports Ian Perrotta. 

Klein says, “Recalling 
Ian and the campaign for 
public safety puts a lot 
of pressure on their side. 
… Ian’s going to be like a 
pimple, if you can squeeze 
him it’ll be all over.” 

After which, former 
councilman Anam Miah 
responds: “In my mind, 
I’m thinking councilmen 
should go ahead and 
make a motion at the next 
meeting that the majority 
of council demands resig-
nation of Councilman Per-
rotta. … Of course, he’s 
not going to do it, but make 
that resolution, make that 
motion, you’ll have a major-
ity.” 

This video confirms 
to many of us what we 
were already fairly certain 
about: that the censures 
and recall of Ian Perrotta 
are more about eliminating 
and embarrassing a politi-
cal opponent than anything 
else, and that Mohammad 
Hassan is trying to build 
his own Hamtramck ver-
sion of a Tammany Hall 
political machine -- a gov-

ernment within the gov-
ernment, where decisions 
are made before they ever 
appear before the elected 
city council. 

American democracy 
and Michigan law demand 
open and transparent gov-
ernment. Our Open Meet-
ings Act demands that city 
decisions be made in open 
sessions of the city coun-
cil. 

Instead, this video 
shows us that decisions 
are not being made in the 
light of day, but instead in 
the backs of restaurants 
and in secret meetings 
where they are away from 
the prying eyes of the pub-
lic. 

The campaign to amend 
our city charter is a good 
example of the arrogant, 
opaque decision making in 
action. Its supporters have 

claimed that it will save 
money, but they don’t say 
how. They want to change 
the charter but they don’t 
tell us why they need this 
change. 

And it appears much of 
the infrastructure for this 
support is coming from 
Scott Klein, a Novi resident 
who left Hamtramck years 
ago and has no discernible 
or legitimate stake in the 
city anymore. 

Why are outsiders push-
ing this so hard? Where is 
the money coming from to 
fund the campaign for it? 
What do our councilmem-
bers want to do if it pass-
es? 

It’d be nice to know but 
you and I, the tax-paying 
public, aren’t invited to 
those meetings. 
Justin Jessop
Hamtramck

media, other people must 
be.  But, to some extent, 
everyone is changed by 
the news and information 
invading our lives from all 
angles. 

Which media outlets 
do you frequently get in-
formation from?    Do they 
provide balanced reports, 
or are they pushing an 
agenda?  Which Facebook 
groups do you belong to? 

Are they uplifting and 
share positive stories 
about our community, 
or are they riddled with 
crime reports and com-
plaints?    How does your 
media intake impact the 
way you see your commu-
nity? Your neighbors?  

Has the media you con-
sume desensitized you 
based on extensive cover-
age of crime, violence, and 
trauma? 

People tend to search 
out information that vali-
dates how they already 
think and feel about a situ-
ation, reinforcing the be-
liefs they already hold.  

Depending on where 
we get our news in Ham-
tramck, our viewpoints 
about the ballot proposals, 
Councilman (Ian) Perotta, 
Freedom Village, and any 
number of other local is-
sues can be vastly differ-
ent. 

To get to the root of how 
our beliefs were formed, 
we must work to become 
more media literate.  The 
journey to media literacy 
doesn’t have to be com-
plicated, but it can be con-
fronting. As consumers of 
media, we are responsible 
for acknowledging our cur-
rent media habits, and 
exploring why they are the 

way they are.  
To learn about a local 

new item, are we turning 
to the same one or two 
sources for information 
every time? Would our un-
derstanding of the issues 
be the same if we were to 
expand our search? When 
we are searching for news 
about Hamtramck, is the 
goal to search for stories 
that support our precon-
ceived notions about our 
community and its resi-
dents, or are we striving 
for a broader understand-
ing of the issue?  

One easy first step to-
wards being more media 
literate is to consider the 
truthfulness, neutrality, 
and accuracy of the news 
we read. While real journal-
ists may hold themselves 
to real journalistic stan-
dards, so much the con-

tent shared now is based 
in opinion.  

If a party with a vested 
interest wanted to write 
about the ballot propos-
als, they may add an idea 
that will call the reader to 
act, but is not based in 
the truth, they may willfully 
distort reality to make the 
issue seem more dire, or 
they may not tell the com-
plete story.  

The journey to media lit-
eracy can begin with ques-
tioning the motivation with-
in yourself for seeking out 
the information, the moti-
vation of the author who 
created the content, and 
the reaction you have to it.  

Becoming more media 
literate may not change 
your mind, but it will surely 
expand it. 
Angela Haban 
Hamtramck    

Letters  •  Letters  •  Letters 
How to better understand
your media literacy 

Questions are raised about those behind recall and proposals

DiamondRealty and Associates

Leanne 
Zaliwski-
Conger

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer

www.DiamondRealtyAssociates.com

2938 Shady Lane - Ann Arbor $234,900
Charming two bedroom Ranch with great curb appeal. Hard-

wood floors, attached garage and large private back yard.

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663   leanneconger@gmail.com

2265 Poland
$130,000 

Multi-Family home in 
great location with two 
bedroom in each unit 

and basement

2143 Trowbridge
$137,500

Two-family home features  
a full basement, separate 
front entrances, separate 
furnaces, HWH, gas me-
ters & electrical panels! 
New Vinyl windows and a 

new tear-off roof!

3885 Evaline 
$119,899 

4 Beds, 2 Baths. Great 
floor plan features Living 
room, Dining room, two 
bedrooms, kitchen and 

bath on main floor.

Livernois - Rochester Hills 
$224,900

Build your dream home on this amazing piece 
of property! Enjoy it’s natural country setting, and 

the convenience of being in close proximity to 
downtown Rochester! Backs up to Paint Creek Trail

63698 Georgetown - Washington Twp. - $424,900....PENDING
3777 Lake George - Dryden - $439,900 .......................SOLD

168 W Jarvis 
Hazel Park
$149,900

Multi-Family home in 
great location with two 
bedroom in each unit 

and basement

41542 Olivet Dr. Sterling Hgts - $179,900
Brick front ranch with roomy floor plan, three bedrooms 

and a large fenced backyard in a great location! 

2922 Carpenter 
Commercial 

Property 
$274,900

Commercial build-
ing with endless 

business opportuni-

PENDING

PENDING

PENDING

PENDING
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Upper flat on Holmes St. 
2 br. and one extra large 
room, living room, din-
ing, kitchen, 1 bathroom, 
$950/mo. + 1-1/2 mo. 
sec dep., no pets, laun-
dry outside, no access 
to basement. 248-579-
3872. 10/30

Hamtramck, 1 br., all 
utilities included, plus 
internet. Also, share an 
apartment, furnished, all 
utilities included, inter-
net and cable, 313-434-
9759. 10/23

1 furnished room for 
rent, all utilities included, 
$300/mo. + $450 secu-
rity deposit, call 313-368-
2164. 10/15 

Room for rent, utilities in-
cluded, no pets, 313-290-
1095. 10/30

3869 Fredro, single fami-
ly, 1 bedroom, call Palo or 
Dianne, 248-818-6542, 
248-818-8378.

13446 Dwyer, single 
family, 3 bedrooms, call 
Palo or Dianne, 248-818-
6542, 248-818-8378.

12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 
5 BR, upper and lower 
each have kitchen, bath, 
dining and living rm, Palo 
and Diane 248-659-
2325.

4 bedroom, 2 bath, stor-
age room, double lots, full 
basement, 13769 Key-
stone, call Nelson, 313-
310-3540. 10/30

2 bedroom, fully remod-
eled, full basement, 
13471 Reynolds, Detroit, 
MI 48212, $850/mo. + 
one mo. deposit, tenant 
pays all utilities, 313-
790-5946. 10/30

Detroit, 3904 Eldridge, 
2 family, garage, lower 
level, 2 br., living, dining, 
kitchen. Upstairs 1 br., 
living rm., kitchen, 586-
634-2502.

Buying record and CD col-
lections, any size, cash 
paid, 734-476-3355. 10/23

Music lessons available 
at Hamtramck studio or 
online. Drums, piano, 
bass, guitar, reasonable 
rates, 734-355-4156. 
10/23

JET’S PIZZA in Ham-
tramck is looking for night 
shift inside workers and 
drivers. Please apply in 
person at 10035 Joseph 
Campau or call 313-875-
5200. 11/6

APARMENTS &
FLATS FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR RENT

WANTED
TO BUY

MUSIC
LESSONS

ROOM
FOR RENT

Advertisers should check their 
ad following first publication. The 
newspaper shall not be liable for 
failure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publication 
except to the extent of the cost of 
the ad for the first day’s insertion. 
Adjustments for errors is limited to 
the cost of that portion of the ad 
wherein the error occurred. We re-
serve the right to classify, revise or 
reject any classified advertisement.

Deadline 
for 

classifieds
 for next 
week is 

Thursday 
at Noon
Call (313) 
874-2100 
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11413 Joseph Campau,
no pets, 1 BR., living rm.,
kitchen, new washer +
dryer, stove + fridge, free
heat + water, one or two
people only, 313-402-
4488. 8/14 

Hamtramck, 1 br., all utili-
ties included, plus inter-
net. Also, share an
apartment, furnished, all
utilities included, internet
and cable, 313-434-
9759. 9/11

Room for rent, utilities in-
cluded, no pets, 313-290-
1095. 9/25

1 furnished room for rent,
all utilities included,
$300/mo. + $450 secu-
rity deposit, call 313-368-
2164. 9/25

3869 Fredro, single fam-
ily, 1 bedroom, call Palo or
Dianne, 248-818-6542,
248-818-8378.

13446 Dwyer, single fam-
ily, 3 bedrooms, call Palo
or Dianne, 248-818-
6542, 248-818-8378.

12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 5
BR, upper and lower each
have kitchen, bath, dining
and living rm, Palo and
Diane 248-659-2325.

Hamtramck, 3279 Hanley,
$600/mo. + dep., new
floors, new windows, 313-
312-6576. 9/18

Hamtramck, 3781 Hanley
$600/mo. + dep., new
floors, new windows, 313-
312-6576. 9/18

Detroit, 3904 Eldridge, 2
family, garage, lower level,
2 br., living, dining,
kitchen. Upstairs 1 br., liv-
ing rm., kitchen, 586-634-
2502.

-

Newly remodeled ready to
move in, new floors, new
lighting, walls and bath-
room, great for retail or of-
fice, for rent, 1,000 sq. ft.
11808 North Jos. Cam-
pau, Hamtramck, 586-
222-7304. 9/25

Tire Tech/Tire Repair, ex-
perienced preferred, up to
$15/hr. with experience,
40 hrs. plus O/T, health
insurance available, paid
holidays, if interested,
apply in person: (located
at corner Conant/Davi-
son) Sucher Tire Service
Inc., 3641 E. Davison St.,
Detroit, MI 48212. 9/11 

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING  
(313) 365-8630

1
2

/3
1

/2
0

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HOME IMPROVEMENTPLUMBINGHEATING & COOLING

Service Directory

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

POWDER COATING

PAINTING

BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

ESTIMATES

Celebrating
52 Years of

Service!

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

� Fast Same Day Service �
10% Discount

Off Labor on Any Plumbing, 
Heating, Air Conditioning or Sewer
Cleaning Job, Installation or Repair.

Not valid with any other offer.

— COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS —
Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving 

Hamtramck Since 1969
Licensed & Insured 

Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation • Repairs

Furnace
Start-Up
Must present coupon at the time of estimate. With coupon. Exp. 12-31-20

Must present coupon at the time of 
estimate. With coupon. Expires 12-31-20.

Must present coupon at the time of 
estimate. With coupon. Expires 12-31-20.

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

$175

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

$1075
Upgrades extra

Furnace & 
Boilers, Heating

Air 
Conditioning

Freon Recharge
Sewer & Drain

Cleaning

$89
Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

HOUSE
FOR RENT

Advertisers should check their ad
following first publication. The
newspaper shall not be liable for
failure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publica-
tion except to the extent of the cost
of the ad for the first day’s inser-
tion. Adjustments for errors is lim-
ited to the cost of that portion of
the ad wherein the error occurred.
We reserve the right to classify,
revise or reject any classified ad-
vertisement.

Let Our 
Service 

Directory 
Do the Work 

For You! 
Call Dave 

(313) 
874-2100

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log

covers Sept. 8-14.
Tuesday, Sept. 8

• A resident reported
being assaulted by two
suspects at Dan and Jos.
Campau.

• A suspicious situation
was reported at Veterans
Park.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested by Highland Park
police for being wanted on
a Hamtramck warrant.
Wednesday Sept. 9

• A resident of Warren
reported that his vehicle
was stolen while it was
parked on Edwin St.

• A resident of Norwalk
St. reported a theft.

• An agent for a busi-
ness in the 9000 block of
Jos. Campau reported that
a customer purchased an
item using counterfeit
money.

• A resident was ar-
rested for assault with in-
tent to murder after a foot
chase in the area of De-
quindre and 7 Mile.

• A resident was ar-
rested for an assault that
occurred in the 2700 block
of Danforth St.

• A resident was ar-
rested for an assault that
happened in the 3300
block of Norwalk St.

• A resident reported a
suspicious situation on
Poland St.
Thursday, Sept. 10

• Detroit police reported
that they recovered a car
stolen out of Hamtramck.
Friday, Sept. 11

• No incident report was
available for this date.
Saturday, Sept. 12

• At about 12:30 a.m., a
resident of Hazel Park was
arrested in the 5000 block
of Trowbridge St. for ob-
structing officers.

• At about 5 a.m., a De-
troit resident was arrested
for carrying a concealed
gun without a permit.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested in the 12000
block of Conant Ave. for
being disorderly.

• A resident reported
that there was a suspi-
cious incident in the 2200
block of Evaline St.

• A resident was ar-
rested in the 2300 block
of Andrus St. for domestic
assault.

Continued on page 8

RETAIL/OFFICE
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Deadline for classifieds
for next week is 
Thursday at Noon

Call (313) 874-2100 

ROOM
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR SALE

HELP
WANTED

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log 

covers Oct. 13-19.
Tuesday, Oct. 13

• At 2 a.m., a resident 
was arrested for an as-
sault that occurred in the 
12000 block of Dyar St.

• At 9:30 a.m., a resi-
dent was arrested for a 
domestic assault that hap-
pened in the 11300 block 
of St. Aubin St.

• Officers took a report 
of a missing person who 
lives in the 2200 block of 
Danforth St.

• Officers took a report 
of a missing person who 
lives in the 2400 block of 
Florian St.

• A juvenile possessing 
a taser gun was caught by 
officers and turned over to 
his parents, who were sub-
sequently issued a paren-
tal responsibility ticket.

• A driver was ticketed 
for leaving the scene of an 
accident that happened in 
the area of Yemans and 
Brombach, where a per-
son had been injured.
Wednesday, Oct. 14

• At 1:30 a.m., a resi-
dent was arrested for 
driving with a suspended 

license.
Thursday, Oct. 15

• A hit-and-run accident 
occurred at Jos. Campau 
and Caniff.

• Two suspects fled af-
ter shoplifting at a store 
in the 9300 block of Jos. 
Campau Ave.

• A resident was ar-
rested for driving on a sus-
pended license.
Friday, Oct. 16

• A Detroit resident was 
arrested for driving without 
a license, and for being 
wanted on a Hamtramck 
warrant.

• A resident reported 
that a person she knows 
was sending her harass-
ing messages.

 • A person was arrest-
ed for being wanted on a 
felony warrant out of Ma-
comb County.

• An agent for a busi-
ness in the 11300 block 
of Conant Ave. reported a 
theft.
Saturday, Oct. 17

• At about 2 a.m., a 
Southfield resident was ar-
rested for drunk driving.

• At about 5 a.m., offi-
cers responded to a suspi-

Continued on page 8

HOUSE
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11413 Joseph Campau,
no pets, 1 BR., living rm.,
kitchen, new washer +
dryer, stove + fridge, free
heat + water, one or two
people only, 313-402-
4488. 8/14 

Hamtramck, 1 br., all utili-
ties included, plus inter-
net. Also, share an
apartment, furnished, all
utilities included, internet
and cable, 313-434-
9759. 9/11

Room for rent, utilities in-
cluded, no pets, 313-290-
1095. 9/25

1 furnished room for rent,
all utilities included,
$300/mo. + $450 secu-
rity deposit, call 313-368-
2164. 9/25

3869 Fredro, single fam-
ily, 1 bedroom, call Palo or
Dianne, 248-818-6542,
248-818-8378.

13446 Dwyer, single fam-
ily, 3 bedrooms, call Palo
or Dianne, 248-818-
6542, 248-818-8378.

12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 5
BR, upper and lower each
have kitchen, bath, dining
and living rm, Palo and
Diane 248-659-2325.

Hamtramck, 3279 Hanley,
$600/mo. + dep., new
floors, new windows, 313-
312-6576. 9/18

Hamtramck, 3781 Hanley
$600/mo. + dep., new
floors, new windows, 313-
312-6576. 9/18

Detroit, 3904 Eldridge, 2
family, garage, lower level,
2 br., living, dining,
kitchen. Upstairs 1 br., liv-
ing rm., kitchen, 586-634-
2502.

-

Newly remodeled ready to
move in, new floors, new
lighting, walls and bath-
room, great for retail or of-
fice, for rent, 1,000 sq. ft.
11808 North Jos. Cam-
pau, Hamtramck, 586-
222-7304. 9/25

Tire Tech/Tire Repair, ex-
perienced preferred, up to
$15/hr. with experience,
40 hrs. plus O/T, health
insurance available, paid
holidays, if interested,
apply in person: (located
at corner Conant/Davi-
son) Sucher Tire Service
Inc., 3641 E. Davison St.,
Detroit, MI 48212. 9/11 

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING  
(313) 365-8630

1
2

/3
1

/2
0

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HOME IMPROVEMENTPLUMBINGHEATING & COOLING

Service Directory

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

POWDER COATING

PAINTING

BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

ESTIMATES

Celebrating
52 Years of

Service!

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

� Fast Same Day Service �
10% Discount

Off Labor on Any Plumbing, 
Heating, Air Conditioning or Sewer
Cleaning Job, Installation or Repair.

Not valid with any other offer.

— COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS —
Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving 

Hamtramck Since 1969
Licensed & Insured 

Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation • Repairs

Furnace
Start-Up
Must present coupon at the time of estimate. With coupon. Exp. 12-31-20

Must present coupon at the time of 
estimate. With coupon. Expires 12-31-20.

Must present coupon at the time of 
estimate. With coupon. Expires 12-31-20.

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

$175

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

$1075
Upgrades extra

Furnace & 
Boilers, Heating

Air 
Conditioning

Freon Recharge
Sewer & Drain

Cleaning

$89
Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

HOUSE
FOR RENT

Advertisers should check their ad
following first publication. The
newspaper shall not be liable for
failure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publica-
tion except to the extent of the cost
of the ad for the first day’s inser-
tion. Adjustments for errors is lim-
ited to the cost of that portion of
the ad wherein the error occurred.
We reserve the right to classify,
revise or reject any classified ad-
vertisement.

Let Our 
Service 

Directory 
Do the Work 

For You! 
Call Dave 

(313) 
874-2100

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log

covers Sept. 8-14.
Tuesday, Sept. 8

• A resident reported
being assaulted by two
suspects at Dan and Jos.
Campau.

• A suspicious situation
was reported at Veterans
Park.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested by Highland Park
police for being wanted on
a Hamtramck warrant.
Wednesday Sept. 9

• A resident of Warren
reported that his vehicle
was stolen while it was
parked on Edwin St.

• A resident of Norwalk
St. reported a theft.

• An agent for a busi-
ness in the 9000 block of
Jos. Campau reported that
a customer purchased an
item using counterfeit
money.

• A resident was ar-
rested for assault with in-
tent to murder after a foot
chase in the area of De-
quindre and 7 Mile.

• A resident was ar-
rested for an assault that
occurred in the 2700 block
of Danforth St.

• A resident was ar-
rested for an assault that
happened in the 3300
block of Norwalk St.

• A resident reported a
suspicious situation on
Poland St.
Thursday, Sept. 10

• Detroit police reported
that they recovered a car
stolen out of Hamtramck.
Friday, Sept. 11

• No incident report was
available for this date.
Saturday, Sept. 12

• At about 12:30 a.m., a
resident of Hazel Park was
arrested in the 5000 block
of Trowbridge St. for ob-
structing officers.

• At about 5 a.m., a De-
troit resident was arrested
for carrying a concealed
gun without a permit.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested in the 12000
block of Conant Ave. for
being disorderly.

• A resident reported
that there was a suspi-
cious incident in the 2200
block of Evaline St.

• A resident was ar-
rested in the 2300 block
of Andrus St. for domestic
assault.

Continued on page 8

RETAIL/OFFICE
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Deadline for classifieds
for next week is 
Thursday at Noon

Call (313) 874-2100 

ROOM
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR SALE

HELP
WANTED

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HEATING & COOLING PLUMBING HOME IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

POWDER COATING

Celebrating
52 Years of

Service!

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

H Fast Same Day Service H
10% Discount

Off Labor on Any Plumbing, 
Heating, Air Conditioning or Sewer
Cleaning Job, Installation or Repair.

Not valid with any other offer.

— COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS —
Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving 

Hamtramck Since 1969
Licensed & Insured 

Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation • Repairs

Furnace
Start-Up
Must present coupon at the time of estimate. With coupon. Exp. 12-31-20

Must present coupon at the time of 
estimate. With coupon. Expires 12-31-20.

Must present coupon at the time of 
estimate. With coupon. Expires 12-31-20.

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

$175

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

$1075
Upgrades extra

Furnace & 
Boilers, Heating

Air 
Conditioning

Freon Recharge
Sewer & Drain

Cleaning

$89

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING  
(313) 365-8630

1
2
/3

1
/2

0

BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

ESTIMATES
Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

PEST CONTROL

Is something 
bugging you?

$25 OFF
10% OFF

PEST CONTROL

OR

1-800-BUG-GUYS
1-800-284-4897
statefairexterminator.com

ANTS  |  SPIDERS  |  BEES |  FLEAS 
EAR WIGS  |  BED BUGS  |  ROACHES

MICE AND MUCH MORETO ADVERTISE CALL DAVE (313) 874-2100

Promotion expires 1/10/21

1
/1

0
/2

1

HELP
WANTED

YOUR AD HERE
(313) 874-2100

HOUSE
FOR RENT

AUTO AUCTION
Car Rescue LLC is holding public car auction on 

October 27 at 12pm at 10230 Livernois Ave De-
troit, MI 48234. The following cars will be auctioned

2013 Buick ECR Vin: KL4CJDSB7DB188021
2008 Lexus E35 Vin: JTHBJ46GX82256503
2006 Cadillac DTS VIN: 1G6KD57Y26U127651
2006 Buick LCR Vin: 2G4WC582X611771402
2004 Chevrolet TBZ Vin: 1GNDT13SX42293628
2016 Ford Escape Vin: 1FMCU9G92GUA95718

YOUR AD HERE
(313) 874-2100
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cious situation at Dequin-
dre and Circle Dr.

• A resident of Farming-
ton was arrested for being 
wanted on a Hamtramck 
warrant.

• A resident reported 
being assaulted at a resi-
dence in the 12000 block 
of Oklahoma St.
Sunday, Oct. 18

• At almost 2 a.m., a wit-
ness saw a man fire three 
shots in the air from a gun. 

The suspect then fled the 
scene in a red Dodge Chal-
lenger.

• At almost 2:30 a.m., 
a resident in the 2000 
block of Yemans St. saw 
two males break out their 
car window. No items were 
taken.

• At about 2:30 p.m., a 
person was arrested for 
throwing objects off the 
overpass of I-75 onto the 
freeway.

Continued from page 7

City Hall Insider…City Hall Insider…
Continued from page 2

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM

Masks required while visiting the WCTO.
Please practice social distancing. 

For additional questions: 
Email taxinfo@waynecounty.com 

or Call (313) 224-5990

OPEN  BY

WAYNE COUNTY 
TREASURER’S OFFICE 

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT:
TREASURER.WAYNECOUNTY.COM

 APPOINTMENT 

Appointments can be made for the 
following transactions:

- Required in person cash transactions
- ”Pay as You Stay” transactions
- Payment Plans
- Deed Certifications
- FOIA requests and pick-ups
- Ban- Bankruptcy Case Inquires

Wayne County Treasurer
ERIC R. SABREE

 
 
. 
 

 

 

 

To	

 
To be clear, Hamtramck doesn’t have a 
spending problem.  It has a revenue 
problem, a revenue problem caused by 
county and state government along with 
big businesses not paying their fair 
share. 

If Wayne County continued to meet its 
obligation to the city until the jail 
property was fully repurposed, that would 
help. 

It would also help if free loading publicly 
held corporations carried their weight and 
paid their fair share instead of stacking 
up tax breaks that ordinary people can’t 
get.  

It would be nice if the state stopped 
handing out those tax breaks. 

It would be even better if the state started 
contributing its fair share to the health of 
every community in Michigan.  

The best thing to happen would be a 
complete reimagining of funding for 
local and county governments in the 
state. 

None of this is going to happen. 

It’s up to you to take charge. 

VOTE YES  
ON  

PROPOSAL 1 AND 2 
PAID FOR BY MIMAP, 2425 NEIBEL, 

HAMTRAMCK MI 48212 

 

 

William “Bill” Diamond said 
the department has about 
200 smoke detectors to 
give away, as well as about 
90 batteries for them.

He said that many Ham-
tramck fires are the result 
of cooking accidents – as 
in, people forgetting that 
they have something cook-
ing on a stove, and then 
walking away to do some-
thing else.

Such situations created 
85 runs last year, he said.

A lengthy presentation 
was made by the city’s en-
gineering company, Hen-
nessy, about the ongoing 
sewer repairs.

John Hennessy said that 

basement flooding, as a re-
sult of heavy rains, still hap-
pens, but mostly at house-
holds west of Jos. Campau 
to I-75.

After that presentation, 
the council OK’d allocating 
$4.9 million for the next 
phase in sewer improve-
ments. The funding will 
come from the city’s Water 
Department, which has a 
budget surplus.

During public comment, 
Bill Meyer first said that he 
is a “registered world citi-
zen.”

He then urged the city to 
research why Hamtramck 
did not hook up to a sewer 
line located under Conant 

• A resident was arrest-
ed on Danforth St. for be-
ing disorderly.

• A Selfridge St. resi-
dent reported that some-
one stole a handgun from 
their residence.
Monday, Oct. 19

At a little after 4 a.m., 
a Detroit resident was ar-
rested for driving drunk.

A resident of Rochester 
Hills reported that a hand-
gun was stolen from their 
car.

• An Edwin St. resident 
reported being the victim 
of fraud.

Ave. back in the 1950s, 
which was mentioned in 
Hennessy’s report.

He also questioned what 
happens to Hamtramck 
waste and sewage water 
that gets funneled into De-
troit’s system.

Hennessy said that it 
does indeed get treated 
by Detroit, and that Ham-
tramck didn’t connect with 
the Conant line because 
of a distrust of Detroit of-
ficials at the time.

“We really did miss an 
opportunity,” Hennessy 
said.

A resident questioned 
why the city allows “decrep-
it buildings” to exist.

In a unanimous vote, the 
council approved updating 
the city’s zoning ordinance 
with minor changes.

In her city manager’s re-
port, Angerer said she is 
working on getting funding 
for speed humps on some 
city streets.

“We’re very optimistic,” 
she said.

Paid for by MIMAP 2425 Neibel, Hamtramck, MI 48212


