“Your Pharmacy Experts”

SavMOR

DRUG STORES

FRD PHARMACY
9811 Conant ¢ Hamtramck

(313) 871-1115

Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm
www.sav-mor.com

Additional Savings on

OVER 5000

Brand and Generic
Medications

~

5
$

A

Manage Your Meds Anywhere with

the FRD Pharmacy MOBILE APP

Over 500 drugs available.
\ See www.sav-mor.com for details. )

GENERICS
30 DAY SUPPLY*

GENERICS
90-DAY SUPPLY*

TALK TO A DOCTOR

anytime, anywhere.

Introducing

My T Health Plus

Unlimited calls to a doctor,
for you and your family.

5149,

www.MTHealthplus.com

L

Heating & Cooling Systems

We Repair & Install
e Furnaces * Boilers
e Air Conditioners

HEATING &
COOLING

Family owned & Operated Since 1964

A:E

11653 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122 E1f =™

WHATEVER
IT TAKES.

Licensed &
Insured

CAN IS ONLY TO BE IN ALLEY ON PICK UP DAY
AT gt amalliar gall § MY ) g B e

ST e T s e s s

DO NOT LEAVE CAN IN ALLEY

LT ok gk | s WG el AL S

P YT T HHESH W I

Quick Hits

Cracking
down on
litter

The city means busi-
ness when it comes to
litter and garbage con-
trol.

Households will be
receiving a sticker that
explains and illustrates
how to handle your city-
issued garbage cans
and what not to do.

One of the more com-
mon issues is that
households pile on
loose trash on top of
their cans or next to
them.

Don’t do that.

That is how we get
rats.

Also, your garbage can
is not meant to stay out
in the alley permanently.
You can place it in the al-
ley the night before your
pickup date, but then
after your garbage is col-
lected, you are required
to take the can back into
your yard.

It's as simple as that.

The stickers come with
garbage do’s and don’ts
in three languages: Eng-
lish, Arabic and Bengali.

If these instructions
are not followed, the city
will begin to issue tick-
ets to households.

Let's ring in the New
Year right with a cleaner
City.

3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, Ml 48212 - (313) 874-2100
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— HAMTRAMCK’S NEWSPAPER OF RECORD —

Take a look back at the year 2020

By Charles Sercombe

Most of us can’t wait
to kick the year 2020 in
the rear, and welcome in
a new year.

But while 2020 pre-
sented a number of chal-
lenges for all Americans,
it was another busy news
year for Hamtramck.

Once again, we pres-
ent our Year in Review.
This week, we look back
on the first six months of
2020. Next week, come
back for Part Two.

JANUARY

The year started out as
it usually does: with The
Review’s Newsmaker of
the Year.

It was a familiar one,
and one that continues
this year: the city’s financ-
es were tanking. What
specifically delivered a
knockout punch was the
closing, or we should say,
the retooling, of the GM
Poletown plant.

That shutdown was
going to cost about
$700,000 in lost reve-
nue for the city.

The good news is that
plant has since been
retooled - and even re-
named, as Factory Zero -
where all-electric vehicles
will be built. The models
made there will be the
Bolt EV, GMC Hummer EV,
and one other yet to be
named.

Even better news, there
will soon be three shifts
at the plant, which will
translate to that much
more revenue for Ham-
tramck.

and the news we experienced

|
Now the bad news: the

Former Hamtramck Mayor,
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and longtime Wayne

County Treasurer, Raymond Wojtowicz died earlier in

the year.

city is still in massive
deficit spending. That will
likely be an ongoing story
in 2021.

City Manager Kathy
Angerer remained opti-
mistic. She outlined her
goals for the year for The
Review.

They included:

+ Bringing jobs back to
the  Detroit-Hamtramck
GM Assembly Plant

- Adopting a balanced

budget for 2020-21
Solving the MERS
pension obligation in-
crease
Infrastructure im-

provements: Road, water
and sewer lines on Hol-
brook, from Jos. Campau
to Lumpkin, and on Caniff
from I-75 to Jos. Campau
+ Settlement of a con-
tract with Firefighters -
IAFF 750
Finalization of the
Hamtramck Recreation
Plan, and Rehabilitation
efforts for the historic
Hamtramck Stadium

Continuously  im-
proved services  for
residents, including the

launch of an app for the
reporting of city issues
and concerns to city ad-

ministration
- Updating of the city
website
Appointment of a
Community and Eco-
nomic Development/DDA
Manager
[ |
At the start of the year,
Hamtramck lost a for-
mer mayor and longtime
Wayne County Treasurer,

Lowe, who went missing.
After several weeks, the
woman was found - be-
ing treated in a hospital
in Canada.
[ |

Hamtramck had a busy
but productive January.
Officers and detectives
busted a second armed
gang that had robbed
several victims. Another
crew, which had no rela-
tion to the second, had
been busted at the end
of December.

[ |

Federal investigators
forced Hamtramck’s
Homestyle Foods to shut
down, after inspectors
found listeria bacteria in
a food preparation area.
The plant, located on Ed-
win St., is owned by the
Kowalski Sausage Co.

Some 60 people work at
the plant. Homestyle spe-

Residents protested against allowing a nearby waste
recycling company, US Ecology, to handle highly tox-
ic material.

Raymond Wojtowicz. He
was 90 years old, and
served as county treasur-
er for 39 years.
[ |

Police agencies were
on the lookout for a Ham-
tramck woman, Camay

We Cater!
Hours:
Open Monday-Saturday
6am-4pm
Closed Sunday

05 CAM PAL T

cializes in salads, pierogi
and dips. The plant soon
after re-opened.
|
The year 2020 marked
100 year anniversary of
the birth of Steve Gromek
in Hamtramck.

Gromek, a graduate
of St. Ladislaus High
School, was one of the
greatest baseball players
to ever come out of Ham-
tramck. He even played a
role in the integration of
Major League Baseball.

Gromek, who started
out as an infielder in the
Cleveland Indians orga-
nization, eventually be-
came a pitcher in 1941.
The dependable right-
hander pitched in the ma-
jors for 17 years, winning
123 games, tossing 17
shutouts, and completing
92 games.

In 1945, Gromek won
19 games for Cleve-
land, despite missing
two weeks after injuring
his knee while scoring
the winning run in a game
against Detroit. Gromek
was named to the Ameri-
can League All-Star team
that year, but the game
was canceled due to
travel restrictions during
World War II.

Gromek would later be
traded to his hometown
Detroit Tigers, where he
would win 18 games in
1954.

Gromek died in 2002,
at the age of 82.

FEBRUARY

State officials came
under fire for a decision
on allowing a nearby re-
cycling plant to process
more toxic materials.

The recycling plant,
ironically named US
Ecology, is located off of
Mound Rd., about a mile
east of Hamtramck.

For four years, resi-

Continued on page 2

Open Thursday,

Closed Christmas Day,

Gift Certificates Make Great Gifts!

Christmas Eve until 4pm

Closed Saturday, Dec. 26

We would like to D)
: thank our customers

Pick-ups & Delivery
Available
Curbside Service




We experl enced Continued from front page

dents opposed allowing
the plant to accept toxic
materials, for fear that
it could endanger the
health and well-being of
the community.

But in February, the

equally ironically named
state Department of En-
vironmental Quality gave
the company the OK to
handle 4,500 tons of tox-
ic material each day.

Hamtramck Review

Former State Rep. Isaac
Robinson (D-Detroit,
whose district includes
Hamtramck), had been in
the lead against allowing
the material to be stored
at the site.

(Robinson died later in
the year of COVID.)

He, as well as other lo-
cal activists and environ-
mentalists, warned that
some of the material is

Gavernes Whitmes Executive Order 2020-50
Any individual able to medically tolerate a face covering

must wear a covering over
his or her nose and mouth

lmhulhmﬂinuhﬁ.ﬂbuﬁnﬂ.wm

when in any enclosed public space.

Phone (313) 874-2100

Take a look back at the year 2020 and the news

Big plans about improving Veterans Park were intro-

duced to the community.

fracking waste, which
contains radioactive ma-
terial.

In an email to The Re-
view, Robinson said he
found the decision:

“Shocking, alarming
and disturbing. In light
of the Flint Water Trag-
edy and the discovery of
thousands of contami-
nated sites across Michi-
gan, it is disheartening to
watch corporate special
interests muscle state
and city government in
Detroit to get their way,
to make Wayne County a
one-stop shop for all the
dangerous waste this
side of the Mississippi.”

[ |

City and school officials
had big plans for Veter-
ans Park where, if the
stars align right, the park
could undergo a major
renovation.

Make that millions of
dollars’ worth of a reno-
vation.

Plans for the park were

introduced to both the
city council and the com-
munity last Friday, during
a dinner presentation
sponsored by the Michi-
gan Municipal League.
The plan was created by

Hamtramck Stadium
was built in the 1930s.

The renovation plan
also includes the stadi-
um, and further on over to
Keyworth Stadium, which
is owned by the public
school district.

In all, the renovation
plan covers a total of 26
acres.

The plan includes:

Creating a “green alley”
near Keyworth Stadium.

Creating trail loops that
“stitch”  neighborhoods
together.

Planting “living rooms”
in the park. These are so-
cial gathering areas that
are secluded by plant-
ings.

Creating a “wet prairie

Former State Rep. Isaac Robinson (right) was one
of the first high-profile Hamtramck people to die of

COVID-19.

a Minnesota-based urban
planning company, and
coordinated by Global
Detroit. It was funded by
a $800,000 grant from
the Ralph C. Wilson Foun-
dation, which has been
funding programs to en-

meadow.”
Creating a botanical
garden.
[ |
You could say The Re-
view was prescient — at
least when it came to the

Friday, December 25, 2020

fate of US postal mail-
boxes — which later in the
year became a big issue
during the Presidential
Election.

During the election, a
Trump appointee to the
postal service started
removing mailboxes
throughout the country.
Critics said it was a de-
liberate attempt to thwart
mail-in voting.

But back in February,
we noted that mailboxes
had long been disappear-
ing in the city.

According to an online
blog by the postal ser-
vice, some 12,000 boxes
across the country had
been removed because
fewer people were actu-
ally mailing things out.

In other words, email
has become the go-to way
of communicating.

The general idea was to
eliminate any collection
boxes that weren’t aver-
aging 25 pieces of mail
per day.

|

Foreclosure loomed for
about 100 Hamtramck
property owners.

The Wayne County Trea-
surer’'s Office said those
property owners failed to
pay their 2017 property
taxes, and would soon
enter into the final phase
before the county holds
its annual tax auction.

|

The Hamtramck Public

School District had noth-

Continued on page 3

NEW LOCATION!
40211 Mound Rd.
Sterling Heights, MI 48310
586-250-9090 Call for Hours

www.Srodek.com

9601 Jos Campau St.
Hamtramck, MI 48212

g (313) 871-8080 Call for extended hours

— Hamtramck Hours: Mon-Thur: 8am-6pm,
Fri 8am-7pm, Sat 8am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm

OVER 40 TYPES OF PIEROGI, SMOKED AND FRESH KIELBASA, USZKA,
DRIED POLISH MUSHROOMS, PLUS MUCH MORE! FAMILY OWNED AND
OPERATED FOR OVER 36 YEARS!

“THE BEST POLISH DELI... THE BEST PIEROGI EVER.”
ANDREW ZIMMERN FROM TRAVEL CHANNEL’S BIZARRE FOODS

‘ Quallt\r Polish Feod ‘

WoEsTmal )

A wide variety of meats and imported groceries!
Stop in and see for yourselt! Made fresh daily on our premises.
Our own Homemade Polish Kielbasa, 5 different types of Smoked Kielbasa

We have homemade Farmers Cheese, Sauerkraut, Pickles, Fresh Ground Horse-

radish, Mushroom Uszka, and Pure Honey!
WE SHIP “=3
NATIONWIDE! 23

T

OUR HOMEMADE
Krakowska Jellied Pigs Feet/Zimne Nogi
| Canadian Bacon/Poledwica Baked Liver Sausage/Pasztet Pickle Soup, Czarnina and

Cottage Ham/Baleron Head Cheese/Salceson many more...

Smoked Spare Ribs/Zeberka (4 Types) Potato Dumplings/Kopytka
Blood Sausage/Kiszka Smoked Kielbasa (5 Types) Fresh Polish Kielbasa/
Smoked Bacon/Boczek Crepes/Nalesniki Biala Kielbasa

B = = =y
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Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

courage younger people
to get more physically ac-
tive.

City and school officials
were — and still are - also
hoping to receive a multi-
million-dollar grant from
the foundation, to reno-
vate Hamtramck Stadium,
one of only five remaining
baseball stadiums built
for the Negro baseball
leagues that existed back
in the early 1900s.

MEN'’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972

|| Best quality for the best prices.

She’s Back!
Call for Appointment
Thank you for your patience

Call for Hours

9517 Jos. Campau * Hamtramck
586-879-8058 Call for Appt.

This week at the library...

The Hamtramck Public Library is
operating as “Grab and Go” until

further notice.

Grab and Go includes book pick-ups, remote printing,
faxing, and scanning. Computers will not be available for
use until further notice. Please send attachments you
want printed to hamtramcklibrary at gmail.com.

Browse our catalog at home. If we have the title, please
call us at 313-733-6822, and we will set it aside for you
to pick up. If the title you want is at another library, you
can place a hold on it. It will be sent here for you to pick
up.

Don’t forget Hoopla (on our website under “eResourc-
es”) to find and download e-books and to stream movies
and music! And don’t forget all the great resources avail-
able on Michigan eLibrary (Mel) for students: Britannica
Kids, PebbleGo, and World Book Kids, and for adults:
books, audio and video for learning and entertainment.

A thank you to the family of the late Wallace “Wally”
Witkowski for the collection of beautiful Polish-language
books and beautiful bookstand that they donated to the
library.

For more information about events at the library call (313) 733-6822, or
visit its website at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you
can also access the online catalog. The library is located at 2360 Caniff.
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ing but good news to re-
port at its annual State of
the District address.

This was the first such
presentation made by
Superintendent Jaleelah
Ahmed, who was ap-
pointed to her position in
2019.

She enjoyed a success-
ful year, to say the least.

The district was still
boasting of a budget sur-
plus of $12.2 million. The
district’'s Chief Financial
Officer, Sherry Lynem,
pointed out that the finan-
cial picture was in sharp
contrast to 10 years ago,
when the district was in a
financial crisis and had a
$5 million budget deficit.
The district managed to
climb out of that financial
hole by slashing the bud-
get, and also by way of
teachers and staff mem-
bers taking deep salary
cuts.

In 2020, the financial
picture was better. Gov.
Gretchen Witmer had in-
creased per-pupil fund-
ing by the state by $240.
However, Hamtramck
still received the lowest
amount of state aid, at
$8,111 per pupil.

The district has about
3,500 students — a num-

- s
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Hamtramck Public Schools Superintendent Jaleelah
Ahmed and her staff presented the district’s annual
financial report.

renovations to the dis-
trict’s existing buildings,
and to actually construct
a new school building on
the grounds of Kosciusz-
ko Middle School.

Alas, that was rejected
by voters later in the year.
[ |

Once again, Paczki day
was a resounding suc-
cess. What can we say? It
was the usual boozy fun,
celebrated by thousands
of revelers.

And it was a huge boost
in business for our local
bars, veterans posts and
restaurants.

Who knew that it would
be one of the last big pub-
lic gatherings allowed be-
fore COVID came along a

i ﬁ- -

It looks like Paczki Day won’t be happening this
year. The coronavirus pandemic continues to spread
in the state and nation, which has prevented public

gatherings.

ber that has continued to
increase in recent years.

There was one more
huge financial goal the
district was about to em-
bark on trying to realize:
Asking Hamtramck vot-
ers to approve a 30-mill
bond, to pay for extensive

month later?

Will there be a Paczki
Day celebration this year?
We're kind of doubting it,
as the disease just keeps
spreading, and the na-
tional death toll now num-
bers around 300,000.

[ |

How low can some folks
in this city go? Pretty low.

The recently closed
Wheelhouse bike shop
was offering a reward for
the return of its custom-
painted sign, which some-
one had stolen.

To this day, the sign has
not been returned.

MARCH

City officials received
the data from a finan-
cial audit, which laid out
where Hamtramck’s gov-
ernment gets its money.

According to a recent
audit of the city’'s 2019
finances, on the rev-
enue side of the ledger,
the city’s prime revenue
stream is from property
taxes - which should
come as no surprise, at
least to property owners
who are painfully aware of
how much they pay each
year.

Last year, the city col-
lected over $6.5 million
in property taxes — down
by almost $50,000 from
2018.

The next highest reve-
nue stream is from state
revenue sharing, which
netted the city over $3.4
million last year, which
is about $83,000 more
than in 2018.

Next up was revenue
from the city income tax,
which brought in a little
over $3 million last year
- up by over $300,000
from 2018.

On the expense side,
60 percent of the city’s

Saturday, December 12

Thursday, December 24

Friday, December 25

Saturday, January 2, 2021

Sunday, January 3, 2021
Epiphany of the Lord Mass

As the church bells ring proclaiming the birth of Christ we at

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Parish

wish you a Merry Christmas and for the coming New Year -
health, happiness and prosperity.

Pastor Fr. Janusz Ilwan and Parish Staff
Christmas Season 2020
3851 Prescott, Hamtramck, Ml 48212

313-891-1520

Sacrament of Reconciliation.........c.ccccveevrrienniennnsennsesennnns 11:00 am
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick (during Mass)....(English) 5:30 pm

Christmas Eve Vigil - Family Mass (English)........c.cccocvevivunnene 4:00 pm
Solemn Midnight Mass - (English & Polish) .........c.eeee. 12 midnight Our Lady Queen
(preceded by singing of Christmas carols at 11:30 pm) of Apostles,

A Century of Faith

Christmas Day, Mass in Polish & English.............cccccceeeerrrnnne 9:30 am
Friday, January 1, 2021 New Year’s Day
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (English & Polish).......... 9:30 am

Mass (ENEIISh) ......cccoverireresisceesesiss e 5:30 pm

............................ Polish/English 9:30 am
Blessed chalk and Incense available

Email address: qofaparish1917@gmail.com

and Community
- 184 pages of
Parish history
+ Photographs and
memories
- $35 (plus $5 S&H)
Email or call the
Parish at
313-891-1520 for
more info on how to
purchase the book.

budget, some $10.7 mil-
lion, goes toward police
and fire services.

The next highest ex-
pense is for general
government services, at
$3.4 million, and then for
public works at $2.6 mil-
lion.

[ |

This year’s financial
outlook appears to be
grim, not only for Ham-
tramck but for many com-
munities that have expe-
rienced a great loss of
revenue due to the COVID
crisis.

For the second time
in a week, a Hamtramck
landmark business an-
nounced a huge change.

First, there was Ham-
tramck Drugs announcing
its abrupt closing.

And then, the owner
of Polonia restaurant,
John Zurowski, put his
business up for sale for
$450,000.

As we went to press
this week, Zurowski still
owns his restaurant, and
it's unknown if he is still
seeking a buyer

Continued on page 4
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LEADERS

ST. JOSEPH'S

in Short-Term
Rehabilitation

e,
naissance

Providing quick recovery
and quality care through
our comprehensive
rehabilitation program.

StlosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck - 313-874-4500

() otvmria

We are an Active

Parish Serving the
Community

It’s Time to Pray,

Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family

Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.

Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Sunday Service is now being held
MASKS are mandatory — HAND SANITIZER on site
Six foot separation seating & social distancing
A complete list of safety guidelines is provided

Dec. 25 - Christmas Day Solemnity

of Nativity of our Lord 9 am

Dec. 26 - Feast of St. Stephen,
Proto-Martyr
(Msza Sw. wj. polskim) 10 am

Celebrating 98 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church

2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck ® Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
313-365-0218 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

"PROUD rose LOCAL

BUY LOCAL - SUPPORT LOCAL

Integrated Health Services
DWIHN Helps Nearly 75,000 People

 Behavioral Health

Children’s Services

Developmental Disabilities
Intellectual Disabilities
Substance Use

www.dwihn.org

f9voin @DetroitWaynelHN

Here to Talk. Here to

.| 800-241-4949
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Polonia is one of only
two Polish restaurants
left in the city — the other,
Polish Village Café, is lo-
cated just on the other
side of the city parking lot
that both share.

[ |

The year 2020 will cer-
tainly be remembered for
the historic presidential
election. Democratic Par-
ty voters started the year
off with a presidential pri-
mary election.

Hamtramck voters
overwhelmingly support-
ed Bernie Sanders. But
statewide, voters went for
Joe Biden, who went on to
win the Hamtramck presi-
dency later in the year.

Hamtramck had just
one millage proposal -
which was whether to
continue the Detroit In-
stitute of Arts millage for
another 10 years.

On this issue, Ham-
tramck voters were in
step with the tri-county
voters, who decided in fa-
vor of the issue.

Voters here supporting
the DIA millage renewal
numbered 2,368, and
those opposed came in
at 549.

In all, 3,548 Hamtramck
voters participated in the
election.

[ |

Hamtramck’s first ho-

WESOLYCH SWIAT! MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Holy Cross Parish
Polish National Catholic Church
OUR 98th ANNIVERSARY

2311 Pulaski Street,
Hamtramck, MI 48212-2940
Rectory Phone: 313-365-0218
No sing-a-along before midnight mass
www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Very Rev. Jaroslaw A. Nowak, Pastor

Thursday, Dec. 24th

Fri Dec. 25th

Saturday, Dec. 26th

Friday, Dec. 27th

micide of the year took
place at the Col. Ham-
tramck housing project.
Lateshia Young, 26,
of Hamtramck, was ar-
raigned on charges of
homicide-open murder,

“Le Rouge”) scored a
huge victory — financially
speaking.

The club paid off its fi-
nal payments for renova-
tions made at Keyworth
Stadium.

Voters came out in huge numbers to be a part of
the Democratic Party Primary Election. Most voters
here supported Bernie Sanders, but nationally Joe
Biden won the primary.

assault with intent to
murder, and assault with
intent to do great bodily
harm less than murder.

Young and two men
were outside of her apart-
ment when an argument
broke out at about 6 p.m.

Sources said Young be-
gan swinging a Kkitchen
knife, and may have ac-
cidentally stabbed her
brother in the neck, re-
sulting in him bleeding to
death.

[ |

The Detroit City Foot-

ball Club (also known as

Vigil of the Nativity of Our Lord

9:00 a.m. Holy Mass

The stadium is where
the club plays its home
games.

But the most impres-
sive thing? The payments
finished off the club’s ob-
ligation — two years early.

Later in the year, the
club had another big
announcement: It got
moved to a higher level
league, all the way up at
the pro level.

The club also an-
nounced the formation of
a new women’s team.

|
The coronavirus pan-

12 Mid - Shepherds Mass (Pasterka)
Solemnity of Nativity of Our Lord

9:00 a.m. - Holy Mass

Feast of of St. Stephen, Proto Martyr
10:00 a.m. Polish Holy Mass (Msza Sw. w jezyku polskim)

Solemnity of the Humble Shepherds

9:00 a.m. - Holy Mass

~ Serving the Hamtramck Community ~

Wayne County Community

College District Northwest C

demic finally hit home.
City Hall closed its offic-
es, and the public school
district stopped in-person
teaching.

The rest of the year
never looked the same.

[ |

For homeowners who
found themselves out of
a job, there was some
good news: Wayne Coun-
ty put a halt on property
tax foreclosures.

[ |

A Wayne County Circuit
Court judge dismissed
an appeal by the county
prosecutor’s office to
have a Hamtramck man
face charges of sexually
assaulting a high school
student.

Hamtramck 31st Dis-
trict Court Judge Alexis
Krot originally tossed out
the charges for lack of
credible evidence.

Isaac Robinson, a cham-
pion of environmental
rights, died in April.

He was only 44 years
old, and was in his first
term.

According to media re-
ports at the time, Rob-
inson, a Democrat, had
been ill for several days,
but despite the urging of
this mother Rose Mary
Robinson, he refused to
go to the hospital.

He finally went to De-
troit Receiving Hospital,
but died just a few hours
after being admitted.

Robinson had recently
led the charge against US
Ecology, located about a
mile east of Hamtramck’s
border, being permitted

to handle fracking waste,
some of which environ-
mentalists had claimed
was radioactive.

Sharon Buttry, a resi-

The COVID crisis forced city hall to close its doors to
the public for several weeks.

The county did not then
pursue further legal ac-
tion.

[ |

As the coronavirus con-
tinued to spread, Gov.
Gretchen  Whitmer or-
dered the public to quar-
antine at home. Only
those deemed to be es-
sential workers were al-
lowed to report to work.

The public was allowed
to do essential chores
only, such as shop for
groceries.

The shutdown also
caused the school dis-
trict to postpone a spe-
cial election for a millage
proposal.

APRIL

The coronavirus
claimed its first victim in
Hamtramck. State Rep.

3032 Fort Street

NEIGHBORHOOD TESTING

Southwestern Church of God

dent, worked closely with
Robinson on his many en-
vironmental concerns.
“Representative Isaac
Robinson gave 100%
of his heart and talent
to the community. He
championed  unpopular
environmental and grass-
roots causes that no one

else would touch,” Buttry
said.

“His concern and lead-
ership on behalf of those
most vulnerable was al-
ways front and center. He
will be greatly missed,
and many like me lost a
great personal friend to-
day as well. | wish all pos-
sible comfort and peace
to his mother, our dear
former Representative,
and all the family.”

At this point there were
23 known COVID-19 cas-
es in Hamtramck. Before
the end of the year, that
number would climb to
over 1,000.

The crisis prompted
Mayor Karen Majewski to
address the community,
via Facebook, every week,
to give updates about the
virus.

|

The coronavirus may
have put a halt to a lot
of businesses, but the
Holbrook Ave. rebuilding
project continued.

Work resumed on the
second phase of repaving
the majority of Holbrook,
which began two years
ago and which went from
Jos. Campau to Conant.

This time around, the
work went from Jos. Cam-
pau west to Lumpkin.

The street was entirely
torn up. While the street
was being replaced, new
water lines connecting
to houses and buildings
were also be replaced.

|

While crime in general
had been in decline since
the coronavirus lock-
down, there was uptick in
one area.

Continued on page 5

Dsplte COVI closing down a number of busmesses,
the reconstruction of Holbrook continued this year.

8200 Outer Dr. W.
Detroit, MI 48219

Detroit, MI 48217




Hamtramck Review

Phone (313) 874-2100

Review: Opinion Page

Friday, December 25, 2020

Other Voices: cuest Editorial

Maintaining a positive outlook

By Madelyn Porter

The Concerned Women
of Hamtramck pray that
you are in good health
and spirits during these
turbulent/unpredictable
times of COVID-19.

It is important that we
maintain a positive out-
look for the future of the
world and continue to
survive.

The world, the country,
and yes Hamtramck has
lost so many beautiful
souls to the pandemic of
2020. Let us welcome
2021 with open arms and
embrace the well-being of
humanity.

This year marks the
Concerned Women of
Hamtramck’s 24th Annual
MLK DAY CELEBRATION.
Surviving the Pandemic
is the theme for 2021.
Unfortunately, we will not
have a formal breakfast
due to social distancing

Optimist news

On Saturday, The Opti-
mists of Downtown De-
troit held their annual
oratorical competition
via Zoom. The event was
originally scheduled for
March 2020.

At a later date, the first-
place winner will receive
$300, the second-place
winner will receive $150,
and the third-place winner
will receive $100.

The top three will re-
ceive a medal and all
eight contestants will re-
ceive a certificate of par-
ticipation and an Optimist
lapel pin.

There were six impartial
adults judging the compe-
tition. They deliberated at
length because each stu-
dent exhibited a myriad
of oratorical and writing

restrictions.

However, we will carry
on the tradition of honor-
ing Dr. Rev. Martin Luther
King, Jr. via ZOOM invite:

HAMTRAMCK’S GOT
TALENT will proceed as
follows:

Students from the
Hamtramck Public School
District are encouraged
to submit their talent to
their perspective school
administrator/faculty.

Administrators/fac-
ulty from each school will
screen contestants.

Contestants  will
perform on January 18,
2021 via ZOOM invite.

NOTE: Students write
essays or perform accord-
ing to the theme - “How
| Overcame (like Martin
Luther King) Despite the
Pandemic”

The Concerned Women
of Hamtramck needs your
support. We are request-

achool{Bell

strengths.

The topic was “Just
iMagine a World without
Boundaries.”

The following Ham-
tramck Public Schools
students took part by
presenting their original
speeches to Optimist
club members and other
interested spectators.
They participated in a
randomly selected order,
which was:

Nilla Ghose, 9th grader
at Hamtramck HS

Maha Uddin, 8th grader
at Kosciuszko MS

Shayera Chowdhury,
8th grader at KMS - SEC-
OND PLACE

Rawan Al-Jumae,
grader at KMS

Taufiq Islam, 7th grader
at KMS - THIRD PLACE

Nura Uddin, 7th grader

7th

ing donations from our
friends and constituents
for the following;:

- Scholarship program -
Hamtramck Public School
student(s)

Family Relief Fund

- Community Outreach

NOTE: Checks payable
to CONCERNED WOMEN
OF HAMTRAMCK - 11411
Lumpkin  Street, Ham-
tramck, Ml 48212

A Zoom invitation will
be emailed to all HPSD
administrators. friends,
and constituents. Moving
forward towards a bright-
er future is paramount in
2021.

We look forward to see-
ing you on January 18.
Thank you for your contin-
ued support.

(Madelyn Porter is Presi-
dent of Concerned Wom-
en of Hamtramck.)

at KMS - FIRST PLACE
Hamzah Chowd-

hury, 8th grader at KMS
Karima Ahmed, 6th

grader at Dickinson East

The students began
working on these speech-
es in October 2019.

They received writing and
speaking support from
HPS teachers Rahiel
Housey-Johnson, Karen
Swords, and Heather
Walsh.

They persevered
through uncertainty and
finally had their opportu-
nity to compete after nine
months of delays due to
the pandemic.

The new topic for 2021
was announced and dis-
cussed: “Healing the
World with Optimism”.
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When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home

MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

Take a look back at the
year 2020 and the news
we experienced come s

With many people ob-
serving the state’'s “stay
home, stay safe” policy,
there was a slight in-
crease here in Ham-
tramck in domestic vio-
lence.

And Hamtramck was
not alone.

into the grandstands. It
wasn’t until several years
ago that the stadium’s
historical significance
was discovered.

Up to that point, there
was talk of demolishing
the structure, but once
research revealed its

Grant money was awarded to help with the renova-
tion of Hamtramck’s historic baseball stadium.

Cities across the na-
tion were also reporting
more home assaults,
as nerves got frayed be-
tween couples and family
members from the con-
stant confinement.

The crime trend contin-
ued throughout the year.
Feeling like you can’t con-
trol your anger? The first
thing is to admit that. The
second thing is to seek
help. And sometimes it
can be as simple as talk-
ing to a friend or some-
one you trust.

Talking about your emo-
tions will help you realize
that you are aware of a
problem.

[ |
The restoration effort
for the historic Ham-

tramck baseball stadium
just scored a huge home
run.

The National Park Ser-
vice, through its African
American Civil Rights His-
toric Preservation Fund,
awarded the city and
Wayne County $490,729
to make improvements to
the structure.

The baseball stadium,
built in 1930, served the
National Negro League.
At the time, Major League
Baseball forbade African-
Americans from playing in
the all-white leagues.

The stadium, one of
only five surviving sta-
diums nationally that
catered to the Negro
League, was home to the
Detroit Stars.

For years the stadium
sat idle, slowly deterio-
rating to the point where
it was not safe to go

unique role in American
history, it was a whole
new ball game.

Local officials and his-
tory buffs then moved
quickly to save the sta-
dium.

Through their efforts,
the state designated the
structure as a historical
site, which helped lead to
winning various grants to
restore it.

[ |

A Cosmos basketball
legend got a new home:
The Hall of Fame.

Rudy Tomjanovich,
an NBA star player and
coach, and pride of Ham-

,-—-Q.

reer for the Rockets, a ca-
reer cut short by a vicious
sucker punch by Los An-
geles Lakers player Ker-
mit Washington during a
game in late 1977.

But Tomjanovich would
not go quietly. He would,
instead, embark upon
a coaching career that
managed to eclipse his
playing one.

|

Although schools were
closed due to the ongoing
coronavirus pandemic,
class lessons continued
for the remainder of the
school year.

To help continue those
lessons, the Hamtramck
Public  School District
handed out Chrome-
book laptops at all of the
schools.

Each household re-
ceived one laptop — at no
cost to parents.

Face-to-face schooling
was canceled for the year
by Gov. Gretchen Whitmer
because of the pandemic.

In a notice that Public
Schools Superintendent
Jaleelah Ahmed distrib-
uted to parents, she said:

“HPS will loan Chrome-
books to the families
during the week of April
20th. We are looking for-
ward to a full implementa-
tion of the online learning
on April 27th.

“Each school will share
communication about
their specific plans on
their technology distribu-

-‘1-‘.,-“:‘
trmh“ g
|

-r;-

Basketball legend and hometown hero Rudy “T”

Tomjanovich paid a visit to the Hamtramck Housing
project, and he was also inducted into the NBA Hall

of Fame.

tramck — having been
born and raised here -
was voted into the NBA
Hall of Fame on his third
time as a finalist for the
nomination.

“Rudy T, as he is af-
fectionally known, starred
at Hamtramck High and
the University of Michi-
gan, before embarking on
an illustrious pro career
for the San Diego, later
Houston, Rockets.

He played his entire ca-

tion plans. At this time,
we are seeking to distrib-
ute one Chromebook to
each household. Once
we have ensured that
all households have one
Chromebook, we will work
with families that request
an additional Chrome-
book.”
[ |

Hamtramck lost anoth-
er community leader to
COVID.

Continued on page 6
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Take a look back at the year 2020 and the news we
experienced comeommes

The Rev. Darla Swint
died, leaving behind a
legacy of community ac-
tivism.

Swint was also a cham-
pion of those who felt
they had no voice in city
government or in the
community.

MAY

Hamtramckans have
long complained about
speeding, and reckless
drivers.

The Review took a dive
into traffic citations is-
sued by Hamtramck po-
lice officers, to get to the
bottom of this question:

Just who are these
folks behind the wheel?

As it turned out, it is
Hamtramckans.

According to traffic ci-
tations issued by Ham-
tramck police officers
from June 1 to Dec. 31,
2019 - a six-month pe-
riod — most of the tickets
went to residents.

There were 1,078 tick-

The Review took a deep dive into just who is getting
the most traffic tickets. Turns out it’s mostly resi-
dents who get caught for speeding and other traffic

offenses.

ets issued to residents.

The next highest viola-
tors came from Detroit —
985 of them.

The citations were for
various moving violations,
as well as for not having
insurance, having expired
license plates, and im-
paired driving.

The most common tick-
et issued was for speed-
ing, for which there were
923 issued during that
six month period.

The next highest was

The Hamtramck Review is Online
Never miss an issue!

for impeding traffic — 485
tickets — which is a catch-
all ticket that wusually
means a police officer
gave a driver a break for
something more serious,
such as running a red
light.

Other most-issued tick-
ets included: driving while
license suspended (465),
driving with no insurance
(418), disobeying a stop
sign (272), running a red
light (125), equipment
failures (48), failing to
signal (47), careless driv-

ing (27) and squealing of
tires (12).

In many instances, driv-
ers were issued a combi-
nation of tickets.

[

The coronavirus
wreaked more havoc.

This time, it was the
new season of the Detroit
City Football Club. As it
turned out, an abbreviat-
ed season was held later
in the year, but spectators
were not allowed to see
the games live in person.

[ |

The financial impact of
the coronavirus economic
shutdown hit Hamtramck
hard.

The city was forced to
furlough 27 city employ-
ees, which included 10
full-time and 17 part
time employees. This ac-
tion was taken primarily
because of a sharp de-
crease in property tax col-
lection.

City Manager
Angerer also

Kathy
reduced

The Detroit City Football team’s season was cut
short because of COVID safety concerns.

Real Estate

Comer

SOLD

Get It Sold in the
Real Estate Corner

- Farmington Hills, MI 48334
248-866-1110

John Ulaj

Commercial Broker/Owner

Certified Agent

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

salaries for department
heads by 5 percent, and
her own by 10 percent.

No cuts were made in
the fire or police depart-
ments. However, Fire
Chief Danny Hagen be-
came a part-time employ-
ee, and had his salary re-
duced by 50 percent.

The furloughs are differ-
ent from layoffs because
they were temporary,
and most workers will be
called back. However, An-
gerer said city finances
will ultimately determine
whether all of the employ-
ees would be returning.

|

While most folks were
adhering to the state’s
quarantine order, there
were some who were out
on the streets causing an
uptick in the number of
graffiti sprayings.

As usual, it’s rare that
anyone gets caught in the
act. The cleanup of the
sprayings was the respon-
sibility of building owners.

Continued on page 8

HUD Certified |

A HUD

Certified
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Specialist
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Place Your Ad!

Drowning in Mortgage Debt?
I Can Help...
I buy properties in
as-is condition for CASH!

Looking to buy single &

Place an
The Review

multi-family dwellings - CASH!
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Call (3 3)2
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and Associates fp E oy Y
Holidgys)

SINCE WE ALL FALL SHORT OF THE
GLORY OF THE LORD AND WE ARE ALL
OUR OWN WORST ENEMY HERE IS A
PRAYER YOU CAN SAY BEFORE YOU
START OUT EACH DAY HEAVENLY
FATHER PLEASE SAVE ME FROM ME

<~ FMIC =

Food Ministries in

19415 Highlite -
Clinton Twp

$39,900

Full Brick Co-Op. This home
comes with a stove, washer,
and dryer. Hardwood floors, g8
1 assigned parking spots
with Visitor parking. Monthly &=

Fee includes Heat, Water,
Taxes, Insurance, Interior and

Exterior Maintenance.

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker « Multi-Million Dollar Producer

ﬁ www.DiamondRealtyAssociates.com

Livernois - Vacant Land
Rochester Hills
$199,900
Build your dream home
on this amazing piece of
property! Enjoy it's natural
country setting, and the

2143 Trowbridge
$137,500

Two-family home features *
a full basement, separate
front entrances, separate
furnaces, HWH, gas me-

- 2922 Carpente} COmmel;:iaI

] 1 convenience of being in
‘ Ollaboratlon ters & electrical panelst close prodmity to downtown
New Vinyl windows and a Property $274,900 Rochester! Backs up to
LT . O new tear-off roof! Commercial building with endless business opportunities. Paint Creek Trail
2265 Poland 168 W.) 3
To make a tax deductible - -anvis
, $130,000 Hazel Park
donation send to: - _ $124.900
.. Multi-Family home in !
Harp of God Ministy kiRt 2
with hardwood . .
and basement floors, and a full 41542 Olivet Dr. Sterling Hgts - $179,900
P.O. BOX 2542 basement. - Brick front ranch with roomy floor plan, three bedrooms
. dal f d backyard t location!
Detroit, MI 48202 and a large fenced backyard in a great location!
P.S. Send copy to friends |

Office (810) 375-2500 « Cell (586) 214- 4663 leanneconger@gmail.com
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APARMENTS &
FLATS FOR RENT

Dequindre/Edwin, large,
3 bedroom lower unit,
clean and nice, $550/
mo. + security deposit,
no pets, 313-640-8243.
12/18

)

Hamtramck Review

FEUTEA T
L ESTATE
FOR RENT

3869 Fredro, single fami-
ly, 1 bedroom, call Palo or

Dianne, 248-818-6542,
248-818-8378.
13446 Dwyer, single

family, 3 bedrooms, call
Palo or Dianne, 248-818-

Phone (313) 874-2100

FOR RENT
Hamtramck area, 2 br.,
forced air heat, living rm.,
dining, basement, $800/
mo. + security deposit,

313-415-0108. /8

HOUSE
FOR SALE

Advertisers should check their

6542, 248-818-8378.

12829 St. Louis, 2 story,
5 BR, upper and lower
each have Kkitchen, bath,

Hamtramck 1 bedroom, dining and living rm, Palo

nice area, 1 person pre- and Diane 248-659-
ferred, freshly painted, 2325.

non-smoking, no pets,

$590/mo. +  security

dep., 313-516-9806. 12/25

ROOM
FOR RENT

Room for rent, furnished,
all utilities included, 313-
368-2164. 12/11

Room for rent, utilities in-
cluded, no pets, 313-290-
1095. 12/25

Room for rent, Warren,
Michigan 586-209-6445.

12/18

Detroit, 3904 Eldridge,
2 family, garage, lower
level, 2 br., living, dining,
kitchen. Upstairs 1 br.,
living rm., kitchen, 586-

ad following first publication. The
newspaper shall not be liable for
failure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publication
except to the extent of the cost of
the ad for the first day’s insertion.
Adjustments for errors is limited to

the cost of that portion of the ad
wherein the error occurred. We re-
serve the right to classify, revise or
reject any classified advertisement.

634-2502.

Friday, December 25, 2020

Place an Ad in
The Review Today

Call (313) 874-2100
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Bring pr~

Every 2nd Monday
of the Month

We Repair & Install
e Furnaces @
e Boilers :
« Air Conditioners "
¢ Licensed & Insured
EJ Flnanj:?grDAe:;ﬂasllable “:;ITA-'IEEER
ﬂ & HEATIG & B
0S. Lampau
COOLING  313-892-2122

PAINTING

I‘\:"\ l\( E' \I}I E PAINTING
Interior / Exterior & Power Washing

POWDER COATING

P4 PowderWorks

Automotive and Production Powder Coating

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks @ Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

) Q3§ Residential &

DUCT Industrial Duct
CLEANING

DETRO\‘ Cleaning and

Sanitizing

Call Mike 586-209-6445

Servicing Metro Detroit and Surrounding Suburbs
Licensed & Insured

Celebrating
52 Years of
Service!

PLUMBING & HEATING

(313)371-3766

(586) 649-6300
% Fast Same Day Service x

i 10% Discount
Off Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning or Sewer
Cleaning Job, Installation or Repaii

Not valid with any other offer.

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

*1075

Upgrades extra

Must present coupon at the time of
estimate. With coupon. Expires 12-31-20.

' Furnace
i Start- Up

: Must present coupon at the time of estimate. With coupon. Exp. 12-31- 20

Furnace &
Boilers, Heatlng

¥4
Air éxiss

Fl 3

Conditioning

Freon Recharge

Sewer & Drain
Cleaning

Cleaning

Startlng at

*175

Must present coupon at the time of
estimate. With coupon. Expires 12-31-20.

— COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS —

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com &=
Proudly Serving ;
Hamtramck Since 1969
Licensed & Insured
Residential & Commercial

Service - Installation - Repalrs

Serving our community for over
100 years since 1904.
* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA

PLUMBING & HEATING
(313) 365-8630

12/31/20

BROTHERS
HANDYMAN
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS
Interior * Exterior
TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

* Handyman Services * Roof Repairs
+ Sidings & Gutters + Chimney Work * Porches
Ask for Frank

Located in Hamtramck

313-365-491
FREE
ESTIMATES

PEST CONTROL
i, i ,-_,=_-‘ X T = ,' T = o T

Is something
\.. bugging you?

| $25 OFF @

10% OFF
PEST CONTROL

Promotion expires 1/10/21

STATE

A ¥ SO D

B
B
B

FAIR

EXTERMINATOR

1-800-BUG-GUYS
1-800-284-4897

statefairexterminator.com

ANTS | SPIDERS | BEES | FLEAS
EAR WIGS | BED BUGS | ROACHES
MICE AND MUCH MORE

A

TN LY

T¢/0T/T

TO ADVERTISE CALL DAVE (313) 874-2100



Most of the new graffiti
was concentrated in the
Jos. Campau business
district. About 20 busi-
nesses were hit.

[ |

For a few seconds,
cooped-up Hamtramcka-
ns got a break from the
monotony of quarantin-
ing.

The famed Blue Angels
did a flyover in downtown
Detroit one morning, and
they made a turn right
over Hamtramck.

The PNC Bank parking
lot on Caniff Ave. proved
to be a good viewing
station, as the planes
seemed to fly almost di-
rectly above it, before
heading back downtown.

The flyover, involving
seven U.S. Nawvy F/A-18
Hornet aircrafts, was in
honor of hospital front-
liners. The Blue Angels
had been performing fly-
overs of cities that had
been hardest hit with CO-
VID-19.

It was called “Ameri-
ca Strong” — a show of
thanks to those working
in hospitals.

|

Voting in the August
and November elections
got easier and safer.

Michigan Secretary of
State Jocelyn Benson an-
nounced that, due to the
coronavirus pandemic, all
registered voters would
automatically get absen-
tee ballot applications for
both elections.

“By mailing applica-

Eric R. Sabree
Waynhe County freasurer

Hamtramck Review

tions, we have ensured
that no Michigander has
to choose between their
health and their right to
vote,” Benson in a press
release. “Voting by mail
is easy, convenient, safe,

Phone (313) 874-2100

Take a look back at the year 2020 and the news we
experienced come onpmss

Hang on to those face
masks, folks.
[ |
Desperate financial
times for the city called
for desperate action.
And how the city sur-

The annual Hamtramck Labor Day Festival was can-
celed - again, thanks to COVID concerns.

and secure, and every
voter in Michigan has the
right to do it.”

Voting by absentee bal-
lot later became a hotly
debated national issue
over whether it had led to
fraud.

[ |

Yet another tradition
was nullified by COVID.
This time it was the annu-
al Hamtramck Labor Day
Festival.

Organizers said they
had to make the hard de-
cision, because the virus
kept spreading.

It was also feared that,
even if the event was
held, very few people
would have attended.

Next year, perhaps?

So far, there appears to
be no letup of the virus.

vives into the future, fi-
nancially, would depend
on voters.

Acting on a suggestion
by the city administration,
the city council agreed to
ask for voter-approval of a
millage to cover the cost
of the police and fire pen-
sions.

The city was collecting
a half mill for the cost,
but that raised only a lit-
tle over $103,000 a year.

The city’s actual cost is
over $2.2 million a year,
which comes out of the
city’s general budget.

To cover the actual cost,
the city sought to levy up
to 10.5 mills, which could
be adjusted down if pen-
sion costs decreased, or
if another revenue stream
was found.

Spoiler alert: The mill-
age failed miserably.

JUNE

Hamtramck was set to
go hi-tech. As in, its park-
ing meters.

The city agreed to hire
Municipal Parking Servic-
es to install new parking
meters up and down Jos.
Campau, as well in the
city’s two municipal park-
ing lots.

The new parking fees
will now be roughly dou-
ble the old ones, at $1
an hour, as opposed to
the old 25 cents per 30
minutes.

[ |
Leave it to Ham-
tramck to have a sense of
humor about the ongoing

she mysteriously disap-
peared from public view.

Considering the amount
of litter in town, the job
probably became too de-
pressing.

[ |

For a moment, it ap-
peared the COVID pan-
demic was receding. Gov.
Whitmer allowed bars and
restaurants to re-open,
which they remained for
the summer.

But the virus roared
back with a vengeance
in the fall, and the gov-
ernor was forced once
again to shut down those
businesses. The closures
presently will extend to
Jan. 15.
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Hamtramck joined the
growing list of communi-
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Hamtramck has always had a sense of humor, even if
it sometimes runs a little on the dark side. Someone
dressed up as a “Plague Doctor” and picked up trash
throughout the city. Their identity was never revealed.

COVID crisis.

Someone dressed as a
“plague doctor” from the
1600s was seen picking
up trash around town.

No one knew the identi-
ty of the person, and he/
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ties protesting police bru-
tality.

On a Sunday evening,
about 100 people gath-
ered in front of Alladin
restaurant on Conant
Ave., and then marched
several blocks to Zuss-
man Park, located in front
of city hall.

During the walk, the
crowd held signs, and
chanted what has be-
come a standard refrain:
“No justice, no peace.”

Joining the speakers
at city hall were local
elected officials and can-
didates seeking the state
representative seat that
includes Hamtramck in
its district.
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Abraham Aiyash, who
appeared to be the lead
candidate for the posi-
tion, said that African
Americans have long suf-
fered, ever since they
came over as slaves.

“For 400  hundred
years, black Americans
have had a knee on their
neck,” Aiyash said.

He also advocated for
the defunding of police
departments, which has
become a much-talked-
about proposal, and for
the diverting of those

financial sources into
schools and low-income
housing.

Aiyash eventually did

win the election.
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Although the city’s bud-
get was in deficit spend-
ing mode, alley repairs
continued.

In fact, a majority of
city councilmembers de-
cided to double down on
the repairs, and not only
restored the budget for
them, but increased the
expenditure.

Last year, the city ear-
marked $200,000 for
repairs, but this year City
Manager Kathy Angerer
canceled the program be-
cause the city was facing
a financial crisis.

The city council decided
to override that decision,
and agreed to expand the
program up to $500,000.

The proposal came
from Councilmember Mo-
hammed Hassan, who
said that the city could
dip further into its budget
surplus, which the city
was already doing to bal-
ance this year’s budget.

Councilmember
Nayeem Chowdhury also
supported Hassan’s
proposal, saying that,
although the city is in fi-
nancial trouble, residents
“deserve better.”

That’s it for this week.
Come back next week for
Part Two of our Year in Re-

view.
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