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The COVID-19 pan-
demic has caused hard-
ships for many metro
area households – in-
cluding Hamtramck.

A number of folks here
have been relying on
food giveaways. The
good folks at Gleaners
was one of the first out-
side agencies to step up
and address that need.

Gleaners Community
Food Bank and  Wein-
gartz  have now part-
nered for the
11th annual Mow Down
Hunger campaign, which
runs to Oct. 6. 

Weingartz, a Michigan-
based and family-owned
retailer of outdoor power
equipment, will match
donations dollar-for-dol-
lar up to one million
meals. With the  Wein-
gartz match, each dollar
donated to Gleaners pro-
vides six nutritious
meals to hungry children
in Southeast Michigan.

Funds raised through
the Mow Down Hunger
campaign will benefit
Gleaners’ programs that
fight child hunger. Glean-
ers is working with
school districts to em-
ploy a variety of distribu-
tion models to meet
their unique needs to
provide the nutritious
food kids and their fami-
lies deserve.

Those interested in do-
nating to the Mow Down
Hunger campaign can:

•Go online to: www.Mow-
DownHunger.org

• Call: 855-315-FOOD
Continued on page 2

By Alan Madlane
St. Lad’s is a young lad

no more.
The iconic Hamtramck

Catholic church is about
to celebrate its 100th an-
niversary this month, on
Saturday, Sept. 26, at 4
p.m.

Leading the mass will
be the Reverend Donald
F. Hanchon, Bishop of De-
troit.

On September 25,
1920, Detroit Bishop
Michael Gallagher as-

signed another reverend,
Boleslaus Gdaniec, with
the creation of a new
parish to take some of
the burden off of St. Flo-
rian.

That new parish was
designated as “St. Ladis-
laus” the following June
1, and its first mass was
held at the old Eckerts
Hall on Jos. Campau.

Over 100 years ago,
the Township of Ham-
tramck was huge, bigger
than Detroit at that time

in fact, with borders that
encompassed the areas
now known as the
(Grosse) Pointes; it was
basically most of the
east side.

So it made sense to
have a second parish to
handle the population.

Enter Fr. Gdaniec, and
St. Ladislaus.

The church held its first
baptism, oversaw its first
marriage ceremony, and
presided over its first
tragic funeral, for an in-

fant who had died, all in
1921. It also opened its
own elementary school in
the Eckerts Hall building
that fall, with some 300
students overseen by
three nuns who’d come
in from Sylvania, Ohio,
and one layperson
teacher.

A building for St. Lad’s
was begun the following
year, but Fr. Gdaniec left
his post and was re-
placed by the Rev. An-

St. Ladislaus Parish is about to celebrate its centennial

By Charles Sercombe
This week is part 2 of

our email conversation
with Hamtramck Public
School District Superin-
tendent Jaleelah Ahmed
concerning the new
school year during these
trying coronavirus pan-
demic times.

Review: What can the
district offer parents
who find their students
are having a hard time
focusing on their les-
sons at home? What if
parents can’t balance
their work and student
staying home to learn
remote? What assis-
tance is available to
them?

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
Ahmed:  I understand
the struggles of a work-
ing parent with three of
my own children learning
virtually.   They are in
three different schools
which makes things even
more complicated.  

It is important to un-
derstand the expecta-
tions from the schools,
discuss a plan with the
children, designate
space for learning, cre-
ate norms, and most im-
portantly reach out to the
classroom teacher, tech-

Schools Supt.
talks about
school year        

Jaleelah Ahmed
Continued on page 2
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By Charles Sercombe
For a moment this past 

week, some on social 
media were freaking out 
about the Hamtramck 
Post Office branch.

It started when mail-
boxes were removed, an 
act which some thought 
was done under mysteri-
ous circumstances.

Turns out it wasn’t 
much of a mystery.

A driver crashed into 
them. One box was re-
placed on Tuesday and 
another, a drive-up box 
(called a “snorkel”), will 
soon be installed.

But concern didn’t stop 
there.

The sudden removal 
of the boxes prompted 
some folks to spread un-
founded rumors that it 
meant the branch office 
was being closed.

Not true at all.
The Review contacted 

the Detroit Postmaster 
General’s Office, and we 
received this email:

“There is no truth to the 
rumor the Hamtramck 
Post Office is closing,” 
said Elizabeth Najduch, a 
spokesperson for the of-
fice.

But there is still a prob-
lem, Mayor Karen Ma-
jewski said in her weekly 
Facebook address to the 

No, the Post
Office is 
not closing

Pick-ups  & Delivery 
Available

Curbside Service

By Charles Sercombe
The city’s next five-year 

parks and recreation 
plan is in the hands of 
the public.

The city is seeking pub-
lic input on a proposed 
five-year Master Plan for 
parks and recreation.

An 18-page outline 
of the proposed plan is 
available to review online 
at the city’s website.

It’s a comprehensive 
wish list that requires 
hundreds of thousands 
of dollars to make hap-
pen.

The sources of that 
money is not guaranteed, 
but the city is always 
seeking government and 
private grants.

The city has six parks, 
all in various stages of 
development. The largest 
park is Veterans Memo-
rial Park, located off of 
Jos. Campau Ave. in the 
southend. 

It encompasses 26 
acres and includes the 
city’s historic baseball 
stadium.

There is one more 
park, Pulaski Park, which 
is owned by the public 
school district. That park 
is not included in this 
proposed plan.

Some of the proposed 
plans include:

Sarah Garrett Park
• Installation of s mon-

ument commemorating 
the Sarah Sims Garrett 
Discrimination Case

• Planting of wildflow-
ers 

Salaam Peace Park
• Install permeable 

pavers
• Plant trees
• Install benches
• Install playscapes
• Install fencing
Holbrook Gardens Park

By Walter Wasacz
Health, both personal 

and community, was the 
dominant theme of City 
Life in 2020.

First, the personal: a 
year ago January I was in 
recovery from unexpected 
eye surgery. I’d somehow 
detached my retina while 
traveling in Europe in No-
vember and December. I 
experienced some fuzzy 
vision, felt as if some for-
eign body, a strand of hair 
perhaps, was laying atop 
the surface of my left eye. 

There was no pain, but 
limited vision made it dif-
ficult to dodge intense bi-
cycle traffic while walking 
in Berlin and Amsterdam. 

It’s hard to imagine this if 
you’d never been to dense-
ly-populated cities where 
pedestrians and bicycles 
are as commonplace as 
motor vehicles, often com-
peting for the same urban 
spaces.

On the plane ride back 
to Detroit, the cabin was 
filled with people clearing 
their throats and coughing. 
My thoughts then were not 
on my vision: rather my 
concerns were more about 
being exposed to the flu or 
some other bug.

Little did I know then that 
a novel coronavirus was on 
the move from China to Eu-
rope and eventually to the 
U.S. 

My full recovery from 
reattachment surgery 
took months, until March, 

around the time that Cov-
id-19 had officially become 
a global pandemic and 
was beginning to infect 
people closer to home.

I had a sense that pub-
lic health and the social 
and economic impact of 
virulent infectious disease 
were to be the stories of 
2020, that “normal” life in 
even small cities like Ham-
tramck was to be chal-
lenged by a virus. Nothing 
else was more important. 

Nothing even close.
So I dedicated my col-

umn to this evolving story, 
choosing to insert myself 
(more than I usually do) 
into the narrative as a way 
to model what I believed 
(and still do) was sound 
personal and community 
health practice.             

In March, I wrote that I 
had begun self-quarantin-
ing at my house, only going 
out for essentials (food, 
medicine) and keeping 
physically active with solo 
walks around my increas-
ingly depopulated neigh-
borhood.

I was asymptomatic but 
have had some recent his-
tory of respiratory illness, 
requiring a trip to the ER 
in 2018 for an acute asth-
ma episode and bronchial 
infection. After returning 
from Europe, I also had a 
flu earlier that produced 
fever and chills over a two-
week period. 

As of March, I was feel-

City Life: 2020 was 
a year of big ideas, 
new challenges

City seeks
public input
on parks 

Inspirational murals in Cleveland’s revitalized Detroit Shore-
way district offer a message of unity and hope. The neigh-
borhood has an early-20th century history similar to Ham-
tramck’s

Activists from the Bangladeshi community and others 
marched in protest of the killing of George Floyd at the 
hands of police officers in Minneapolis 

Sign on the fence at Oloman Cafe anticipates a proposed 
path for a stretch of the Joe Louis Greenway from Holbrook 
to Caniff

Springtime blooms brought color to solo safe distancing 
walks

We would like to thank 
our customers for their 

loyalty and support.
—Management

The Review’s 2021 Official City 
Business Directory is about to hit the streets. 
It includes the phone numbers of local area 
businesses from A to Z.
Advertisers, get on board for a unique opportunity to have your 
message delivered to 10,000 households and businesses in 
Hamtramck and the nearby areas of Detroit in February 2021.

Call Dave at (313) 874-2100
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nology department or
principal if parents or stu-
dents need any kind of
assistance.  

We know there is a lot
for parents to do and we
want them to know that
we are available to assist
and support the learning
any way we can.  We also
have the parent engage-
ment team that offer ad-
ditional supports to our
families.  

We are working to
make things easier for
our families; we have
partnerships to support
our families with food, di-
apers, eviction assis-
tance and so many more
things.  

We are truly grateful for
our parents and
guardians. They are true
partners and we want

them to know we are
here for them. 

Review: What is the
latest information on
state and federal finan-
cial aid?

Ahmed: The state has
yet to approve a budget
for schools.   The latest
information on state
funding is the Return to
Learn Plan.  

Under this plan House
Bills 5911, 5912, and
5913 would amend the
State School Aid Act to
direct per pupil funding
for the 2020-2021
school year based on
four main parameters
and considerations:
days, hours, enrollment,
and attendance.  

Per-pupil funding will be
based on a new “Super

Blend” formula whereby
the 2019-2020 count
(obtained by weighting
the February 2019 count
at 10% and the October
2019 count at 90%)
would make up 75% of
the super blend, and the
2020-2021 count (ob-
tained by weighting the
number of full-time pupils
engaged in pandemic
learning for fall 2020 at
90% and the February
2020 count at 10%)
would make up 25%.

There are two new
sources of federal fund-
ing are available for
school districts:

• Elementary & Sec-
ondary School Emer-
gency Relief (ESSER)
which are available to all
Michigan school districts,
however, priority was

given to the 332 districts
identified above and as
defined in MDE’s Ap-
proved Federal CARES
Act Grant Proposal as
serving the most disad-
vantaged student popula-
tions.

• Michigan was
awarded a Governor’s
Emergency Education Re-
lief (GEER) Fund grant for
the purpose of providing
local educational agen-
cies (LEAs), institutions
of higher education
(IHEs), and other educa-
tion related entities with
emergency assistance as
a result of the Novel
Coronavirus Disease
2019 (COVID-19).
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For more information about events at the 
library call (313) 733-6822, or visit its website 

at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you 
can also access the online catalog. 

The library is located at 2360 Caniff.

This week at the library...

GBP BD wW-i GKwU D”Pgv‡bi cÖKí

• wnU I cvwb
• Avjv`v ivbœvNi
• Av‡qi Abymv‡i fvov
• fe‡bi †fZ‡i WvK&
• e¨vqvgvMvi

• 24 N›Uv wbivcËv cvnvov
• we‡bv`b †K›`ª
• kxZZvc wbqwš¿Z
• cvVvMvi

n¨vgUªvwgK wmwbqi cøvRv 
2620 njeªæK ÷ªxU, n¨vgUªvwgK  •  313 873 7787

n¨vgUªvwgK nvDwms Kwgkb (GBP& GBP& Gm&) eY©, †MvÎ, ag© , RvZxq Drm, wj½,  weKjv½ ev cvwievwiK Ae¯’v‡bi wfwË‡Z
Kv‡iI AeÁv K‡ibv|  ‡mKkvb 3 Gi †hvM¨Zvm¤úbœ AvMÖnx‡`i www.hud.gov G wbeÜb Ki&‡Z Aby‡iva Kiv hv‡”Q|

Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

The Hamtramck Public Library is open!
The following limited services are now available:

Limited Walk-ins: (Ten persons at a time)
Book drop-off and pick-up

Copying, Printing, and Faxing

Computers are available by appointment only. Please
call (313)733-6822 Send attachments for printing to:

hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com

Wear a mask and practice social distancing to keep us all safe.
To increase internet access through Hamtramck, the library is

now offering a limited number of WI-FI HOTSPOTS for checkout to
take home. These small and easy to use devices are portable
and create a private Wi-Fi access point for up to 16 devices,

such as laptops, tablets, and smartphones. 

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Best quality for the best prices.

9517 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck
586-879-8058 Call for Appt.

Call for Hours

She’s Back!
Call for Appointment

Thank you for your patience

Schools Supt. talks about school year 
Continued from front page  

By Charles Sercombe
A 19-year-old Ham-

tramck man is charged
with attempting to stran-
gle his sister to death.

Darnell Hill is also sus-
pected of being involved
in several shootings and
police chases in recent
weeks.

He was arrested last
week after a police
chase.

According to sources,
he may be suspected in
a number of break-ins in
D e a r b o r n - D e a r b o r n
Heights.

Hill was arraigned on
several felony charges

last Friday (Sept. 11),
which include: assault
with intent to murder, in-
terfering with a crime re-
port, carrying a
concealed weapon, as-

sault with a dangerous
weapon and fleeing offi-
cers.

His bond was set at
$525,000.

The assault with intent
to murder charge by itself
carries a maximum
penalty of life in prison.

Details of the case
were not made available.
It was not revealed why
he attempted to allegedly
strangle his sister, or
what condition she is in.

Man charged in strangulation 
of sister

SUPPORT LOCAL 
BUSINESSES

New books available!  Call us to hold a book for you.

(3663)
• Mail a check or money

order to: Gleaners Com-
munity Food Bank, P.O. Box
44050, Detroit, MI
48244-0050. Checks
should be made payable
to Gleaners Community
Food Bank and include
Mow Down Hunger on
memo line to ensure the
contribution is matched.

Monetary donations will
also be accepted at Wein-
gartz stores. Visit www.wein-
gartz.com/locations to view
hours and locations.

Continued front page
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Darnell Hill

thony Majewski – no rela-
tion to our mayor – in
March of 1922.

This first building was
consecrated on Sept. 27
of that year. The current
building, in its location at
Caniff and Brombach,

was actually completed
in 1930.

And here they are
today, 100 years of his-
tory behind them, peer-
ing into the future to see
what lies ahead.

St. Ladislaus Parish is
about to celebrate its
centennial Cont. from front page
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








• 
• 








Continued on page 4

nology department or
principal if parents or stu-
dents need any kind of
assistance.  

We know there is a lot
for parents to do and we
want them to know that
we are available to assist
and support the learning
any way we can.  We also
have the parent engage-
ment team that offer ad-
ditional supports to our
families.  

We are working to
make things easier for
our families; we have
partnerships to support
our families with food, di-
apers, eviction assis-
tance and so many more
things.  

We are truly grateful for
our parents and
guardians. They are true
partners and we want

them to know we are
here for them. 

Review: What is the
latest information on
state and federal finan-
cial aid?

Ahmed: The state has
yet to approve a budget
for schools.   The latest
information on state
funding is the Return to
Learn Plan.  

Under this plan House
Bills 5911, 5912, and
5913 would amend the
State School Aid Act to
direct per pupil funding
for the 2020-2021
school year based on
four main parameters
and considerations:
days, hours, enrollment,
and attendance.  

Per-pupil funding will be
based on a new “Super

Blend” formula whereby
the 2019-2020 count
(obtained by weighting
the February 2019 count
at 10% and the October
2019 count at 90%)
would make up 75% of
the super blend, and the
2020-2021 count (ob-
tained by weighting the
number of full-time pupils
engaged in pandemic
learning for fall 2020 at
90% and the February
2020 count at 10%)
would make up 25%.

There are two new
sources of federal fund-
ing are available for
school districts:

• Elementary & Sec-
ondary School Emer-
gency Relief (ESSER)
which are available to all
Michigan school districts,
however, priority was

given to the 332 districts
identified above and as
defined in MDE’s Ap-
proved Federal CARES
Act Grant Proposal as
serving the most disad-
vantaged student popula-
tions.

• Michigan was
awarded a Governor’s
Emergency Education Re-
lief (GEER) Fund grant for
the purpose of providing
local educational agen-
cies (LEAs), institutions
of higher education
(IHEs), and other educa-
tion related entities with
emergency assistance as
a result of the Novel
Coronavirus Disease
2019 (COVID-19).
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For more information about events at the 
library call (313) 733-6822, or visit its website 

at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you 
can also access the online catalog. 

The library is located at 2360 Caniff.

This week at the library...

GBP BD wW-i GKwU D”Pgv‡bi cÖKí

• wnU I cvwb
• Avjv`v ivbœvNi
• Av‡qi Abymv‡i fvov
• fe‡bi †fZ‡i WvK&
• e¨vqvgvMvi

• 24 N›Uv wbivcËv cvnvov
• we‡bv`b †K›`ª
• kxZZvc wbqwš¿Z
• cvVvMvi

n¨vgUªvwgK wmwbqi cøvRv 
2620 njeªæK ÷ªxU, n¨vgUªvwgK  •  313 873 7787

n¨vgUªvwgK nvDwms Kwgkb (GBP& GBP& Gm&) eY©, †MvÎ, ag© , RvZxq Drm, wj½,  weKjv½ ev cvwievwiK Ae¯’v‡bi wfwË‡Z
Kv‡iI AeÁv K‡ibv|  ‡mKkvb 3 Gi †hvM¨Zvm¤úbœ AvMÖnx‡`i www.hud.gov G wbeÜb Ki&‡Z Aby‡iva Kiv hv‡”Q|

Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

The Hamtramck Public Library is open!
The following limited services are now available:

Limited Walk-ins: (Ten persons at a time)
Book drop-off and pick-up

Copying, Printing, and Faxing

Computers are available by appointment only. Please
call (313)733-6822 Send attachments for printing to:

hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com

Wear a mask and practice social distancing to keep us all safe.
To increase internet access through Hamtramck, the library is

now offering a limited number of WI-FI HOTSPOTS for checkout to
take home. These small and easy to use devices are portable
and create a private Wi-Fi access point for up to 16 devices,

such as laptops, tablets, and smartphones. 

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Best quality for the best prices.

9517 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck
586-879-8058 Call for Appt.

Call for Hours

She’s Back!
Call for Appointment

Thank you for your patience

Schools Supt. talks about school year 
Continued from front page  

By Charles Sercombe
A 19-year-old Ham-

tramck man is charged
with attempting to stran-
gle his sister to death.

Darnell Hill is also sus-
pected of being involved
in several shootings and
police chases in recent
weeks.

He was arrested last
week after a police
chase.

According to sources,
he may be suspected in
a number of break-ins in
D e a r b o r n - D e a r b o r n
Heights.

Hill was arraigned on
several felony charges

last Friday (Sept. 11),
which include: assault
with intent to murder, in-
terfering with a crime re-
port, carrying a
concealed weapon, as-

sault with a dangerous
weapon and fleeing offi-
cers.

His bond was set at
$525,000.

The assault with intent
to murder charge by itself
carries a maximum
penalty of life in prison.

Details of the case
were not made available.
It was not revealed why
he attempted to allegedly
strangle his sister, or
what condition she is in.

Man charged in strangulation 
of sister

SUPPORT LOCAL 
BUSINESSES

New books available!  Call us to hold a book for you.

(3663)
• Mail a check or money

order to: Gleaners Com-
munity Food Bank, P.O. Box
44050, Detroit, MI
48244-0050. Checks
should be made payable
to Gleaners Community
Food Bank and include
Mow Down Hunger on
memo line to ensure the
contribution is matched.

Monetary donations will
also be accepted at Wein-
gartz stores. Visit www.wein-
gartz.com/locations to view
hours and locations.

Continued front page

Quick Hits

Darnell Hill

thony Majewski – no rela-
tion to our mayor – in
March of 1922.

This first building was
consecrated on Sept. 27
of that year. The current
building, in its location at
Caniff and Brombach,

was actually completed
in 1930.

And here they are
today, 100 years of his-
tory behind them, peer-
ing into the future to see
what lies ahead.

St. Ladislaus Parish is
about to celebrate its
centennial Cont. from front page















• 
• 








OVER 40 TYPES OF PIEROGI, SMOKED AND FRESH KIELBASA, USZKA, 
DRIED POLISH MUSHROOMS, PLUS MUCH MORE! FAMILY OWNED AND 

OPERATED FOR OVER 36 YEARS!
“THE BEST POLISH DELI...THE BEST PIEROGI EVER.”

ANDREW ZIMMERN FROM TRAVEL CHANNEL’S BIZARRE FOODS

A wide variety of meats and imported groceries! 
Stop in and see for yourself! Made fresh daily on our premises.

Our own Homemade Polish Kielbasa, 5 different types of Smoked Kielbasa

We have homemade Farmers Cheese, Sauerkraut, Pickles, Fresh Ground
Horseradish, Mushroom Uszka, and Pure Honey!

Krakowska
Canadian Bacon/Poledwica
Cottage Ham/Baleron
Smoked Spare Ribs/Zeberka
Blood Sausage/Kiszka
Smoked Bacon/Boczek

Jellied Pigs Feet/Zimne Nogi
Baked Liver Sausage/Pasztet
Head Cheese/Salceson 

(4 Types)
Smoked Kielbasa (5 Types)
Crepes/Nalesniki

Pickle Soup, Czarnina and
many more...

Potato Dumplings/Kopytka
Fresh Polish Kielbasa/
Biala Kielbasa    

OUR HOMEMADE

Monday - Thursday: 8am-6pm
Friday: 8am-7pm
Saturday: 8am-5pm  
Sunday: 10am-4pm
Call for Extended Holidays Hours

9601 Joseph Campau St
Hamtramck, MI 48212
(313) 871-8080
www.srodek.com

WE SHIP
NATIONWIDE!

Happy 
New Year

Szczęśliwego
Nowego 
Roku!

NEW LOCATION! 
40211 Mound Rd.

Sterling Heights, MI 48310
586-250-9090 Call for Hours

www.Srodek.com

9601 Jos Campau St.
Hamtramck, MI 48212

(313) 871-8080 Call for extended hours
Hamtramck Hours: Mon-Thur: 8am-6pm, 

Fri 8am-7pm, Sat 8am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm

 
 This week at the Library . . . 

New Member of the  Library 
Board of Directors:  We would 
like to introduce the newest mem-
ber of the Library Board, Layla 
Alsharif.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

She has been recently appointed to 
that position of the Mayor, Honor-
able Karen Majewski, Ph.D.  She 
is an immigrant from Yemen.  Her 
family arrived to Hamtramck few 
years ago.  She has been a long 
standing patron of our library and 
has library work experience.  We 
would like to congratulate her on 
the appointment and thank her for 
the service to the community. 

Monthly Meeting of Library 
Board:  The next meeting of the 
Library Board will be held on 
Thursday, January 14, 2021 at 6:00 

pm. in the library’s main hall.  
Meeting is open to the public, 
masks required and distancing 
strictly enforced. 

Hamtramck Library is operating 
as “Grab and Go” until further 
notice:  -  This service includes  
book pick-ups, remote printing, 
faxing and scanning.  Computers 
will not be available for use until 
further notice.  Please send attach-
ments you want printed to 
hamtramcklibrary at gmail.com. 

Browse our catalog at home,  If we 
have the title, please call 313-733-
6822, and we will set it aside for 
you to pick up.  If the title you 
want is at another library, you can 
place a hold on it.  It will be sent 
here for you to pick up. 

Don’t forget Hoopla (on our web-
site under “eResources”) to find 
and download e-books and to 
stream movies and music.  Don’t 
forget all the great resources avail-
able on Michigan eLibrary (MEL) 
for students: Britannica Kids, Peb-
bleGo, and World Book Kids.  For 
adults: books, audio and video for 
learning and entertainment. 

For more information about events at the library call (313) 733-6822 
Or visit its website at http://hamtramck. Lib.mi.us 

When you can also access the online catalog. 
The library is located at 2360 Caniff Avenue. 

Library Column 

For 

Friday, January 8, 2021 

ing good and presumed 
healthy, but acting under 
an abundance of caution.

I wrote then that Ham-
tramck relies heavily on 
keeping community life 
active, its bars and res-
taurants open and flowing 
with customers. But that 
our already fragile, grass-
roots economy was in for 
some real pain in the com-
ing months. 

Public health experts I 
trusted were saying the du-
ration of the health crisis 
might last 18 months or 
longer. 

This dire prediction was 
sadly accurate.

--------
The following month I be-

gan my column by noting 
that I’d spent the previous 
40 days in self-quarantine. 

I had not been close to 
another human -- but for 
a few careful trips to mar-
kets and the pharmacy, 
curbside pickups at res-
taurants, and the occa-
sional nods from masked 
strangers from a distance 
the width of a street -- 
since early March.

This kind of quarantine 
does not mean complete 
isolation, I wrote, mean-
ing being trapped within 
four walls, never leaving 
the house. It meant keep-
ing safe distance from 
possible transmission of 
a virus so contagious and 
potentially deadly it can be 
spread invisibly through a 
cough, a sneeze, even by 
breathing the same air as 
those infected, whether 
they were showing symp-

City Life: 2020 was a year of big ideas, 
new challenges  Continued from front page

toms or not. 
It meant, in this time of 

worldwide medical crisis, 
avoidance of other people, 
the cessation of normal 
person to person contact. 
Yes, it was a sacrifice, but 
one that was doable and 
necessary. 

I wrote that this virus 
was a uniquely mobile 
and efficient transmitter. 
It was essential that we 
respected the range of its 
attack capabilities. To say 
we must approach this 
pandemic as if we are on 
war footing was chillingly 
accurate.

The best way of attack-
ing the threat was to not 
become exposed, period. 
And to remain physically 
and mentally healthy. De-
ceptively simplistic advice, 
sure, but that is the only 
defense we currently have 
until a vaccine was to be 
produced and distributed 
(note: vaccines have been 
produced and plans are for 
them to be distributed in 
phases throughout 2021). 

My way has been through 
mobile meditation, walking 
twice daily - usually one 
long, two-hour walk in the 
morning and another 45 
minutes to an hour around 
sunset. 

In April, I logged 4.6 
miles each day, exactly 
double what I did in March 
(2.3 miles). I circumnavi-
gated Hamtramck many 
times, traversing its net-
work of alleys, exploring 
the industrial edges of the 
city on its southern and 
western borders, jumping 
railroad tracks into Detroit 
and Highland Park.

I usually saw no one on 
my treks to the deserted 

outer bands of the city and 
across the borders. 

One morning I walked 
east on Caniff to Mt. El-
liott, about an hour later 
finding myself alongside 
the old Chrysler-Plymouth 
Lynch Road plant, where 

my mother worked from 
1948 to 1960, and for 
which I have sentimental 
attachments. 

I saw no one except for a 
cyclist approaching me on 
the bridge that spanned 
over the tracks to Mound 
Road. The passage is so 
narrow that I walked back 
to where I came to avoid 
sharing air space with this 
person.

Normally, I would have 
walked on through. But on 
this walk I practiced strict 
avoidance.

Another day I circled 
Hamtramck Drive and 
crossed the bridge on 
Grand Blvd, looking down 
at Milwaukee Junction, be-
fore heading north on Rus-
sell St. to Holbrook. On an-
other, I walked across I-75 

to Oakland, then west on 
Arden Park to Woodward, 
before circling back on 
Boston Blvd to Caniff and 
home.

I saw up close the mod-
est but historically signifi-
cant community assets 
our immediate region 
possesses -- both in Ham-
tramck and Detroit. 

Buildings and houses 
dating from the 1920s and 
1930s (some with engrav-
ings citing the exact year 
built), garages painted in 

A walk to Detroit’s rapidly redeveloping North End neigh-
borhood just west of I-75 featured this construction in-
spired by Islamic art and design

A new mural was unveiled in the west Jos. Campau alley 
at Edwin St.
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StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

Leaders
in Short-Term

Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery 
and quality care through 
our comprehensive 
rehabilitation program.

It’s Time to Pray, 
Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Celebrating 98 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-0218   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

 We are an Active 
Parish Serving the 

Community 

Sunday Service is now being held
MASKS are mandatory – HAND 

SANITIZER on site. Six foot separation 
seating & social distancing. A complete 

list of safety guidelines is provided

January 10 - Mass at 9:00 am

January 9 - Soup Kitchen Take-out Only 
2-4 pm

 Everyone Welcome! 

 
   

FMIC
Food Ministries in 

Collaboration

� �

SINCE WE ALL FALL SHORT OF THE
GLORY OF THE LORD AND WE ARE ALL
OUR OWN WORST ENEMY HERE IS A
PRAYER YOU CAN SAY BEFORE YOU
START OUT EACH DAY HEAVENLY 

FATHER PLEASE SAVE ME FROM ME

To make a tax deductible 
donation send to:

Harp of God Ministry
FMIC

P.O. Box 2542
Detroit, MI 48202

P.S. Send copy to friends

Integrated Health Services
DWIHN Helps Nearly 75,000 People

• Behavioral Health
• Children’s Services
• Developmental Disabilities
• Intellectual Disabilities
• Substance Use

Here to Talk. Here to Help. |  800-241-4949
@DetroitWayneIHNwww.dwihn.org

Cosmos winter sports schedule 
WEEK 1
January 25 --Varsity Girls’ Basketball vs. Taylor Prep. 	 Home.	6 p.m.
January 25 -- Varsity Boys’ Basketball vs. Taylor Prep. 	 Home. 7:30 p.m.
January 27 -- Varsity Girls’ Basketball vs. Ecorse. 	 Away. 5:30 p.m.
January 27 -- Varsity Boys’ Basketball vs. Ecorse. 	 Away. 7 p.m.
January 29 -- Varsity Boys’ Basketball vs. Catholic Central.	 Home. 7 p.m.

WEEK 2
February 1 -- Varsity Girls’ Basketball vs. Harper Woods.	 Home. 5:30 p.m.
February 1 -- Varsity Boys’ Basketball vs. Harper Woods.	 Home. 7 p.m.
February 3 -- Varsity Boys’ Basketball vs. UPAD.	 Home. 7 p.m.
February 5 -- Varsity Boys’ Basketball vs. Trillium.	 Home. 7 p.m.

WEEK 3
February 8 -- Varsity Girls’ Basketball vs. River Rouge. 	 Away. 5:30 p.m.
February 8 -- Varsity Boys’ Basketball vs. River Rouge. 	 Away. 7 p.m.
February 10 -- Varsity Girls’ Basketball vs. UPSM. 	 Home. 5:30 p.m. 
February 10 -- Varsity Boys’ Basketball vs. UPSM. 	 Home. 7 p.m.
February 12 -- Varsity Girls’ Basketball vs. UPA. 	 Away. 5:30 p.m.
February 12 -- Varsity Boys’ Basketball vs. UPA. 	 Away. 7 p.m.

WEEK 4
February 15 -- Varsity Girls’ Basketball vs. Taylor Prep. 	 Away. 6 p.m.
February 15 -- Varsity Boys’ Basketball vs. Taylor Prep. 	 Away. 7:30 p.m.
February 17 -- Varsity Girls’ Basketball vs. Ecorse. 	 Home. 5:30 p.m.
February 17 -- Varsity Boys’ Basketball vs. Ecorse. 	 Home. 7 p.m.
February 19 -- Varsity Girls’ Basketball vs. Dearborn HFA. 	 Home. 6 p.m.

WEEK 5
February 22 -- Varsity Girls’ Basketball vs. Harper Woods. 	 Away. 5:30 p.m.
February 22 -- Varsity Boys’ Basketball vs. Harper Woods. 	 Away. 7 p.m.
February 24 -- Varsity Boys’ Basketball vs. UPAD. 	 Home. 7 p.m.
February 26 -- Varsity Boys’ Basketball vs. Trillium. 	 Away. 7 p.m.
February 26 -- Varsity Girls’ Basketball vs. Fitzgerald. 	 Home. 6 p.m.

WEEK 6
March 1 -- Varsity Girls’ Basketball vs. River Rouge. 	 Home. 5:30 p.m.
March 1 -- Varsity Boys’ Basketball vs. River Rouge. 	 Home. 7 p.m.
March 3 -- Varsity Girls’ Basketball vs. UPSM. 	 Away. 5:30 p.m. 
March 3 -- Varsity Boys’ Basketball vs. UPSM. 	 Away. 7 p.m.
March 5 -- Varsity Girls’ Basketball vs. UPA. 	 Home. 5:30 p.m.
March 5 -- Varsity Boys’ Basketball vs. UPA. 	 Home. 7 p.m.

• Create development 
plan 

Beautification of public 
space

• Residential street 
tree plantings

• Priorities based on 
Davey Resource Group 
Hamtramck Tree Survey

• Joseph Campau flow-
er beds

• In coordination with 
the Downtown Develop-
ment Authority, plant and 

maintain the flower beds 
in our downtown district

• Improve connectivity 
of non-motorized trans-
portation

• Hamtramck will com-
plete its part of the Joe 
Louis Greenway

• Construction of bike 
lanes on Joseph Campau

• Enhance alleyway on 
west side of Joseph Cam-
pau to become a pedes-
trian walk and bikeway

• Install bike racks at 
various parks around the 
city

• Join a regional ride-
sharing program

• MoGo Bikes
The public comment pe-

riod started on Dec. 24, 
and runs for 30 days.

Comments can be sent, 
via email, to:

 ccopp@hamtramckcity.
com

City seeks public input on parks 
Continued from front page

By Charles Sercombe
It maybe a new year, but 

it’s the same old news 
when it comes to Mayor 
Karen Majewski’s weekly 
Facebook address to the 
community.

COVID-19 continues to 
infect residents -- and kill 
them.

The Review dedicated 
the last two weeks to our 
annual Year in Review, so 
there has been no update 
in the paper about the 
mayor’s weekly reports.

While the paper was on 
break, the mayor contin-
ued her weekly talks.

When we last left off, 
there were just over 
1,500 cases and 32 
deaths reported for the 
year thus far.

Flash forward to this 
past Monday, and the 
number of cases jumped 
up to 1,691.

And in the last week, 
there were three new 
deaths reported in Ham-
tramck for a new total of 
36.

Last week’s victims 
included a 71-year-old 
woman, and two men, 65 
and 59.

The pandemic also 
continues to rage in the 
metro area, as well as na-
tionally.

One of the COVID vic-
tims in the metro area 
was Dearborn Heights 
Mayor Dan Paletko, Ma-
jewski noted. She said 
that Paletko was no 
stranger to Hamtramck, 
having been a past Grand 
Marshal of the Polish Day 
Parade, which is held an-
nually in Hamtramck on 
Labor Day.

Well, the parade is nor-
mally held here annually -- 
except for this past year, 
when it was canceled due 
to COVID.

The pandemic is also 
forcing many government 
offices to be closed off to 
the public, and that still 
includes Hamtramck City 
Hall.

Although the public 
can’t come into the build-

ing, a skeleton staff is 
still reporting to work, the 
mayor said, and you can 
take care of a lot busi-
ness either online, or 
through a DivDat machine 
the lobby of city hall.

In other words, you still 
have to pay your bills 
owed to the city.

Majewski noted that a 
second federal stimulus 
check for $600 per per-
son is being issued, and 
that federal unemploy-
ment has been extended.

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer 
also announced a new 
round of grants aimed 
at small businesses and 
entertainment venues, 
of which Hamtramck has 
several.

Another hot topic in the 
city has been the fate of 
the Caniff Ave. post office 
branch.

Last week, the mailbox-
es in front of the build-
ing were removed, which 
prompted rumors that the 
branch was closing.

Not so, said Majewski. 

Instead, the mailboxes 
were removed because a 
driver crashed into them. 
One of the boxes was re-
placed on Tuesday.

The branch has closed 
its doors during normal 
business hours because 
there has been a problem 
with staffing, Majewski 
said. You can blame that 
on COVID, which has tak-
en its toll on a number of 
postal employees.

Majewski urged pa-
tience.

“Their employees are 
sick,” she said.

Majewski ended on 
notes of both bewilder-
ment and hope.

“It’s 2021 -- who in the 
world could imagine this 
is where we would be?” 
she said.

Majewski added that 
the past year “has been 
teaching us a lot about 
ourselves. 

She said we should all 
use these lessons “to 
set our house right,” and 
to “be more loving … and 
make the community saf-
er.”

Mayor: COVID continues to 
spread in the new year
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Continued on page 6
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Communities Coming Together

Download the Blood Donor App | redcrossblood.org | 1-800-RED CROSS | 1-800-733-2767
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Blood Drive  
Hamtramck Human Relations 

Commission  
Hamtramck High Schoool 

Community Center  
11410 Charest 

Thursday, February 18, 2021 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

For an appointment, log onto RedCrossBlood.org (sponsor code: HamtramckHRC) or call 1-800-RED
CROSS (1-800-733-2767). If questions, call Russ at (313) 365-8070. 

Streamline your donation experience and save up to 15 minutes by visiting
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-donation reading and health history questions on

the day of your appointment.  

Special offer from our partners at Amazon: To thank you for coming to give Feb.
1-28, we’ll send you a $5 Amazon.com Gift Card by email. Restrictions apply,

see amazon.com/gc-legal. Terms and conditions apply; visit rcblood.org/together  

Scan to be directed to 
RapidPass® 

Scan to schedule 
an appointment. 

11350 Charest St
Hamtramck, MI 48212

vivid colors (pink, blue, pur-
ple, yellow, orange, green), 
neighborhoods that -- if I 
blinked once or twice -- look 
exactly, with the exception 
of some paint peeling or 
cakes of rust showing, like 
they did when I first began 
exploring them at age 11. 

I returned to Veterans 
Park countless times, 
imagining how it will 
look when the old Negro 
Leagues stadium is fully 
restored, a significant proj-
ect that matters not only 
on a local level, but has 
garnered attention from 
the Detroit Tigers and oth-
er national interests. 

At the front of the park 
is a plaque memorializing 
Horace and John Dodge. 
In 1910, the brothers es-
tablished the factory on 
the city’s south end that 
attracted jobseekers from 
Eastern Europe and the 
American south, produc-
ing a high-quality fleet of 
military vehicles used ex-
tensively during World War 
I, spurring rapid growth 
in the economy of Ham-
tramck (then still a village) 
and causing a huge spike 
in population. 

Sadly, as if speaking 
through a portal connect-
ing time and space, the 

plaque reads that the 
Dodge Brothers were ex-
posed during the last 
great viral epidemic of the 
past century, which began 
in 1918 and lasted two 
years. John died of compli-
cations of influenza in Jan-
uary 1920; Horace initially 
recovered but died later 
the same year.

Their lives and deaths 
bring a stark perspective 
to our current medical 
crisis. None of us, rich or 
poor, are immune. 

--------
In May I wrote that my 

time in self-quarantine had 
edged towards 60 days, 

and that my circumnaviga-
tion of the city on foot had 
accelerated. I was doing 
two solo, masked walks 
each day, one in the morn-
ing, the other in the eve-
ning.

I was barely recogniz-
able, I wrote, a mere shad-
ow passing in the bright 
light and muted twilight. I 
talked to no one, only wav-
ing in solidarity should I 
chance upon others in the 
streets or in their yards as 
I glided through the alleys 
(my preferred routes).

There was no better way 
to outpace the Covid-19 
pandemic than to stay out 

of range of exposure. That 
meant no contact with peo-
ple - a luxury many were 
not able to enjoy. 

I lived alone, and could 
go indefinitely without 
getting close to other hu-
mans. I checked that privi-
lege each time I would go 
out, and when I came back 
and sat down at my com-
puter to write or work on 
the pictures I shot by the 
hundreds each day.

My commitment was to 
serious independent docu-
mentary work, not a trifle, 
while placing high value on 
my health and the health 
of the community in which 
we live.

When I was out I did 
not stop. I did not shop. I 
carried no money. I wore 
gloves, touching nothing 
except my camera. 

My mind flexed, open-
ing wider on these walks. 
Thoughts slowed down 
and became more clear: 
focus sharpened, memo-
ries, images and stories 
began developing. 

I welcomed them all.
I usually began to notice 

a change in mental activ-
ity at about two miles, or 
roughly 30 minutes after I 
started out.

To friends, I described 
my walks as silent mobile 
meditation sessions, un-
scripted and without pre-
destination. I didn’t know 
where I was going but I 
knew how to get there was 
my odd way of putting it, 
but accurate.

I’ve written numerous 
times about my hyper-fa-
miliarity with Hamtramck 
and Detroit neighborhoods 
which border it. 

I used that embedded 
knowledge to guide me 
more than conventional 
mapping strategies that 
suggested “left” at the 
next stop sign, “right” at 
the traffic light beyond 
that, and so on.

I walked to the Fisher 
Building, a one-way hike of 
about three miles. On the 
way back I cut through Pal-
lister St., which was closed 
to motor traffic a few de-
cades back. That was un-
planned. This lovely street 
simply availed itself as an 
opportunity for access and 
I took it, knowing the other 
side would bring me to De-
troit’s main artery, Wood-
ward Avenue.

I cut through empty 
streets in the North End, a 

neighborhood directly adja-
cent to Hamtramck on its 
western border (take Hol-
brook west of I-75 and you 
are there), to Euclid St. 

It is here, just east of 
Oakland Avenue, that an 
Islamic art-inspired com-
munity project is rising, 
and several urban farming 
initiatives have replaced 
disused, vacant spaces.

On my walks I was fully 
engaged in the present, 
although the past - Ham-
tramck’s and in Detroit 
neighborhoods on its pe-
riphery - was never far 
away. Experiencing all of 
it closeup on foot, with 
intimacy and respect, re-
vealed this in ways that 
other modes of transporta-
tion simply cannot.

--------
A significant change 

came later that same 
month. In April, I met a 
woman who lives in Cleve-
land and began what was 
initially a virtual, long-dis-
tance relationship. 

For weeks we chatted on 
text, voice and video. Con-
vinced we were each suc-
cessful in keeping social 
distance independently we 
thought it safe to create a 
new bubble together. 

In late May, Robin drove 
to Hamtramck, where we 
got to know each other 
in person for a few days. 
She invited me to join her 
on a cross-country trek to 
Southern California where 
she has a home.

I mulled it over and de-
cided that I was up for the 
adventure, confident that 
our individual experiences 
in keeping safe distance 
could be combined into a 
two-person pod (later, this 
was to include members of 
her family).  

We took Robin’s van, 
which had a cabin large 
enough to hold a full-size 
mattress, and began driv-
ing south from Hamtramck, 
through Ohio, Indiana and 
Illinois, before we stopped 
several miles east of the 
Missouri border to rest for 
the night.

A few hours later we 
were back on the road, 
passing through St. Louis 
(in the rain, unfortunately, 
I could only make out the 
famed Gateway Arch in the 
falling mist), before con-
tinuing on through Tulsa 
and Oklahoma City, finally 
landing a hotel room in 

City Life: 2020 was a year of big ideas, new challenges  Continued from page 2
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Review: Opinion Page
In Our Opinion

If you are a regular
reader of this paper, you
will know that Ham-
tramck has rediscovered
an old jewel.

For years, Ham-
tramck’s baseball sta-
dium had fallen into
disrepair. There was
even some occasional
talk about having it torn
down.

But several years ago,
city officials and volun-
teers discovered its his-
torical significance: It
was once home to the
Detroit Stars, a team in
the Negro Baseball
League, back in a time
when African-Americans
could not play in the all-
white Major Leagues.

Fortunately, that racial
barrier was eventually
erased.

The stadium is only
one of five that remain
standing as a testament
to that time. Despite the

racial restrictions, the
Negro League produced
legendary players, like
Detroit’s own Norman
“Turkey” Stearnes.

The stadium’s field
was recently named in
honor of Stearnes.

The stadium is now
being renovated, thanks
to various funding mech-
anisms.

At the urging of City
Councilmember Ian Per-
rotta, who was at the
forefront with others in
researching the sta-
dium’s historical impor-
tance, the council has
tasked the city adminis-
tration with making sure
the stadium and its
grounds are not de-
stroyed.

In the past, the sta-
dium attracted vandal-
ism – including people
driving their cars on the
field, or setting fires in
the grandstands.

The resolution that Per-
rotta introduced requires
the city to assign daily
patrols to the stadium
site. Those patrols, it is
hoped, will deter any fu-
ture destruction, and
safeguard the hundreds
of thousands of dollars
being invested in the fa-
cility.

Hopefully, the stadium
will one day play host to
sporting and entertain-
ment events – and draw
visitors from all over.

The stadium is a
sound investment, and
one that generation of
Hamtramckans will
enjoy.

We also send out a
huge thanks to the good
folks with the Friends of
Historic Hamtramck Sta-
dium and the Ham-
tramck Stadium Grounds
Crew for their tireless
work in preserving this
treasure.

Protecting our stadium
is a sound investment

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR
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In God We Trust
Declaration of Nationality

Notice of Special Appearance : I am that I am: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, in full life, in propria persona,
sui juris, in solo proprio, Haqdar by natural issue, the beneficiary and heir of: ‘‘ COOK, RYAN© ’’,
corp.sole Dba.: ‘‘  RYAN COOK© ’’. Notice of Special Appearance :  I am that I am: ‘‘ Shavonne
Lanise Turner© ”, in full life, in propria persona, sui juris, in solo proprio, Haqdar by natural
issue, the beneficiary and heir of: ‘‘ TURNER, SHAVONNE LANISE© ”, corp.sole Dba.: ‘‘
SHAVONNE LANISE TURNER© ”. Collectively having reached the age of majority, being aborigi-
nal to the northwestern and southwestern shores of Africa, the Atlantic Islands, the continental
Americas, being duly certified, hereby affirms to declare our tribal intention to be as our pedi-
gree subscribes, as: Moorish American(s), but not citizen(s) of the United States. We declare
permanent, and unalienable, allegiance to The Moorish Empire, Societas Republicae Ea Al
Maurikanuus Estados, The Constitution for the united States of America, Article III Section 2,
The Lieber Code, Hague Conventions of 1899 & 1907, The Geneva Conventions, [ United Na-
tions Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples ], and all natural laws governing moors,
and hereby declare and proclaim our nationality in good faith as: Moorish American(s). Any and
all facts contained in this publication, are fully applicable to any and all private tribal issue off-
spring of: Affiants, Nunc pro tunc, not limited to but including : 1. ‘‘ Zallah Swan Indigo Cook©
’’. I am: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, from this day forward, in harmony with my Nationality /Status / Juris-
diction, shall be known as: “ bhagwan ra el© ”. I am: ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise Turner© ’’, from this
day forward, in harmony with my Nationality / Status / Jurisdiction, shall be known as: “
shavonne asherah el© ”. I am: ‘‘ Zallah Swan Indigo Cook© ’’, from this day forward, in har-
mony with my Nationality /Status / Jurisdiction, shall be known as: “ zallah swan indigo el© ”.
Notice of White Flag Surrender: as “hors de combat”, pursuant to The Geneva Conventions, Ar-
ticle III, as a minister of The Moorish Empire, and Internationally Protected Person. Notice of
LAWS AND CUSTOMS OF WAR ON LAND ( HAGUE, IV), ARTICLE: 45, 46, & 47. Notice of Claim
pursuant to Public Law 87-846, TITLE II, SEC. 203. Notice of Bailment Merging of Legal Title
with Equitable Title : This order is to preserve legal and equitable title , and to reserve all
rights, title, and interest, in the property, Re: 1. Michigan Department of Health & Human Serv-
ices, STATE OF MICHIGAN: STATE FILE NUMBER : 0075015, ‘‘ RYAN COOK© ’’, to the depositor:
“ bhagwan ra el© ”, nom deguerre: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’; 2.  Michigan Department of Health &
Human Services, STATE OF MICHIGAN: STATE FILE NUMBER : 0119784. “ SHAVONNE LANISE
TURNER© ”, to the depositor:  “ shavonne asherah el© ”, nom deguerre:  ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise
Turner© ’’. All property of the same issue and amount, in like kind and specie, is to be returned
fully intact , as a Special Deposit order of the Depositor / Beneficiary / Bailor / Donor / Princi-
pal / Creditor: “ bhagwan ra el© ”, nom deguerre: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, for: “ Melanite Star Nation
Trust ”, and or:  “ shavonne asherah el© ”, nom deguerre:  ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise Turner© ’’, for: “
Royal Tribe of Melanite Trust ”, as a special deposit order in lawful money. This special deposit
is to be used exclusively for the benefit of : each respective Trust, an Inter Vivos Unincorpo-
rated Divine Grantor Trust. This deposit is not to be commingled with general assets of any
bank , nor depositary / trustee / agent / bailee / donee / debtor. This deposit is not limited
to, but including: discharge and set off, of any and all outstanding liabilities as accord and sat-
isfaction. Inter alia enact fuit. All Rights Reserved.

ness owners, but Majew-
ski noted that filling out
the required paperwork
can be a challenge.

In order to help out,
Wayne State University
has been hosting webi-
nars to help folks navi-
gate the application. The
next 90-minute seminar is
Sept. 22.

For more information,
go to:
www.eventbrite.com.

Still haven’t filled out
the Census form? Need
some help?

You can stop by city hall
today (Friday, Sept. 18)
anytime from 9 a.m.-3
p.m. for assistance.

The mayor stressed the
importance of house-
holds filling out the forms.

“It affects our funding
and congressional repre-
sentation,” she said.

It’s been reported that
only 56 percent of Ham-
tramck’s households have
submitted their forms –
which is below the state
average.

You know what else
counts?

Your vote, said Majew-
ski, referring to the up-
coming presidential
election on Nov. 3.

Majewski, a Democrat,
said it should be no sur-
prise where her political
support goes.

“Most people know
where I stand on this,”
she said.

There is also still time
to apply for an absentee

ballot, and voters no
longer need to state a
reason for asking for one.

Winding up, Majewski
once again urged resi-
dents to “wear your
mask” when going out in
public.

She also stressed that
businesses need to “do
the right thing,” and obey
mask wearing and keep
enforcing social distanc-
ing.

The country is now six
months into this new pan-
demic lifestyle, and for
many folks, it’s become a
burden in many ways – es-
pecially emotionally.

“Keep our spirits up,”
she said. “Our presence
matters, our voice mat-
ters.”

Mayor stresses the need 
for emotional support 
in these trying times
Continued from page 3

Coming up… At press
time we received this press
release from The Friends of
Historic Hamtramck Sta-
dium.

Here is what they had to
say about the latest devel-
opment at Hamtramck’s
historic baseball stadium:

The Friends of Historic
Hamtramck Stadium is
pleased to announce that
the outfield at Turkey
Stearnes Field at Ham-
tramck Stadium will soon be
open for community play.

The Hamtramck Recre-
ation Department will mark
out a soccer pitch at Ham-
tramck Stadium next week. 

However, the baseball
field is not quite ready for
play yet, as the infield sod
and grass still need two
more weeks to properly
take root.

Therefore, the baseball
diamond will be roped off
until Sept. 29, and we ask
that everyone stay off the
infield grass until then.
There will be an on the field
celebration on Tuesday
Sept. 29 at 4:30 p.m. for
City of Hamtramck officials,
Hamtramck Public Schools
Board of Education mem-
bers, Hamtramck resi-
dents, the Hamtramck
Stadium Grounds Crew,
and the local media. 

The partnership of the
City of Hamtramck, the
Hamtramck Board of Edu-
cation, Wayne County, the
Friends of Historic Ham-
tramck Stadium, DCFC, and
volunteers like the Grounds
Crew is a model that im-
proves the quality of life in
our city. 

FHHS is proud to be a
part of this important work.
We value our partners and

are very excited for Ham-
tramck as we strive to
make this historic site a
must-see destination in
Southeast Michigan.

Moving on… There have
been some personnel
changes lately within the
police department.

It seems like only re-
cently that Sgt. Richard
Seely joined the force, but
now -- after 21 years -- he is
retiring. We wish him well in
the next chapter of his life.

Taking his place as Ser-
geant is Michael Fedenis,
who was sworn in to that
position this week.

Also new to the depart-
ment is Michael Gregg.
Congratulations and good
luck to you.

Heating help… Time is
running out to apply for
Michigan’s Home Heating
Credit, which is offered to
qualified homeowners and

renters.
According to the state

Treasury Department:
“The Home Heating

Credit helps cover utility ex-
penses, leaving more
money available for other
critical needs. It is de-
signed to aid senior citi-
zens; low income, deaf,
disabled or blind persons;
and disabled veterans.”

Home Heating Credit ap-
plications must be received
by Sept. 30.

Typically, people sign up
by filing a Home Heating
Credit application when
completing their individual
income tax return. However,
applicants do not need to
file a state income tax re-
turn to receive this assis-
tance, and may submit the
application only.

The Home Heating Credit
application form can be ob-
tained at  www.michigan.
gov/taxes.  

Continued on page 6

Above: New to the Hamtramck Police Department is officer
Michael Gregg. Below left: Michael Fedenis was recently sworn
in to his new rank of Sergeant. Below right: Sgt. Richard Seely
retired after serving 21 years in the department.
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Review: Opinion Page
In Our Opinion

If you are a regular
reader of this paper, you
will know that Ham-
tramck has rediscovered
an old jewel.

For years, Ham-
tramck’s baseball sta-
dium had fallen into
disrepair. There was
even some occasional
talk about having it torn
down.

But several years ago,
city officials and volun-
teers discovered its his-
torical significance: It
was once home to the
Detroit Stars, a team in
the Negro Baseball
League, back in a time
when African-Americans
could not play in the all-
white Major Leagues.

Fortunately, that racial
barrier was eventually
erased.

The stadium is only
one of five that remain
standing as a testament
to that time. Despite the

racial restrictions, the
Negro League produced
legendary players, like
Detroit’s own Norman
“Turkey” Stearnes.

The stadium’s field
was recently named in
honor of Stearnes.

The stadium is now
being renovated, thanks
to various funding mech-
anisms.

At the urging of City
Councilmember Ian Per-
rotta, who was at the
forefront with others in
researching the sta-
dium’s historical impor-
tance, the council has
tasked the city adminis-
tration with making sure
the stadium and its
grounds are not de-
stroyed.

In the past, the sta-
dium attracted vandal-
ism – including people
driving their cars on the
field, or setting fires in
the grandstands.

The resolution that Per-
rotta introduced requires
the city to assign daily
patrols to the stadium
site. Those patrols, it is
hoped, will deter any fu-
ture destruction, and
safeguard the hundreds
of thousands of dollars
being invested in the fa-
cility.

Hopefully, the stadium
will one day play host to
sporting and entertain-
ment events – and draw
visitors from all over.

The stadium is a
sound investment, and
one that generation of
Hamtramckans will
enjoy.

We also send out a
huge thanks to the good
folks with the Friends of
Historic Hamtramck Sta-
dium and the Ham-
tramck Stadium Grounds
Crew for their tireless
work in preserving this
treasure.

Protecting our stadium
is a sound investment

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR
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In God We Trust
Declaration of Nationality

Notice of Special Appearance : I am that I am: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, in full life, in propria persona,
sui juris, in solo proprio, Haqdar by natural issue, the beneficiary and heir of: ‘‘ COOK, RYAN© ’’,
corp.sole Dba.: ‘‘  RYAN COOK© ’’. Notice of Special Appearance :  I am that I am: ‘‘ Shavonne
Lanise Turner© ”, in full life, in propria persona, sui juris, in solo proprio, Haqdar by natural
issue, the beneficiary and heir of: ‘‘ TURNER, SHAVONNE LANISE© ”, corp.sole Dba.: ‘‘
SHAVONNE LANISE TURNER© ”. Collectively having reached the age of majority, being aborigi-
nal to the northwestern and southwestern shores of Africa, the Atlantic Islands, the continental
Americas, being duly certified, hereby affirms to declare our tribal intention to be as our pedi-
gree subscribes, as: Moorish American(s), but not citizen(s) of the United States. We declare
permanent, and unalienable, allegiance to The Moorish Empire, Societas Republicae Ea Al
Maurikanuus Estados, The Constitution for the united States of America, Article III Section 2,
The Lieber Code, Hague Conventions of 1899 & 1907, The Geneva Conventions, [ United Na-
tions Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples ], and all natural laws governing moors,
and hereby declare and proclaim our nationality in good faith as: Moorish American(s). Any and
all facts contained in this publication, are fully applicable to any and all private tribal issue off-
spring of: Affiants, Nunc pro tunc, not limited to but including : 1. ‘‘ Zallah Swan Indigo Cook©
’’. I am: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, from this day forward, in harmony with my Nationality /Status / Juris-
diction, shall be known as: “ bhagwan ra el© ”. I am: ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise Turner© ’’, from this
day forward, in harmony with my Nationality / Status / Jurisdiction, shall be known as: “
shavonne asherah el© ”. I am: ‘‘ Zallah Swan Indigo Cook© ’’, from this day forward, in har-
mony with my Nationality /Status / Jurisdiction, shall be known as: “ zallah swan indigo el© ”.
Notice of White Flag Surrender: as “hors de combat”, pursuant to The Geneva Conventions, Ar-
ticle III, as a minister of The Moorish Empire, and Internationally Protected Person. Notice of
LAWS AND CUSTOMS OF WAR ON LAND ( HAGUE, IV), ARTICLE: 45, 46, & 47. Notice of Claim
pursuant to Public Law 87-846, TITLE II, SEC. 203. Notice of Bailment Merging of Legal Title
with Equitable Title : This order is to preserve legal and equitable title , and to reserve all
rights, title, and interest, in the property, Re: 1. Michigan Department of Health & Human Serv-
ices, STATE OF MICHIGAN: STATE FILE NUMBER : 0075015, ‘‘ RYAN COOK© ’’, to the depositor:
“ bhagwan ra el© ”, nom deguerre: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’; 2.  Michigan Department of Health &
Human Services, STATE OF MICHIGAN: STATE FILE NUMBER : 0119784. “ SHAVONNE LANISE
TURNER© ”, to the depositor:  “ shavonne asherah el© ”, nom deguerre:  ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise
Turner© ’’. All property of the same issue and amount, in like kind and specie, is to be returned
fully intact , as a Special Deposit order of the Depositor / Beneficiary / Bailor / Donor / Princi-
pal / Creditor: “ bhagwan ra el© ”, nom deguerre: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, for: “ Melanite Star Nation
Trust ”, and or:  “ shavonne asherah el© ”, nom deguerre:  ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise Turner© ’’, for: “
Royal Tribe of Melanite Trust ”, as a special deposit order in lawful money. This special deposit
is to be used exclusively for the benefit of : each respective Trust, an Inter Vivos Unincorpo-
rated Divine Grantor Trust. This deposit is not to be commingled with general assets of any
bank , nor depositary / trustee / agent / bailee / donee / debtor. This deposit is not limited
to, but including: discharge and set off, of any and all outstanding liabilities as accord and sat-
isfaction. Inter alia enact fuit. All Rights Reserved.

ness owners, but Majew-
ski noted that filling out
the required paperwork
can be a challenge.

In order to help out,
Wayne State University
has been hosting webi-
nars to help folks navi-
gate the application. The
next 90-minute seminar is
Sept. 22.

For more information,
go to:
www.eventbrite.com.

Still haven’t filled out
the Census form? Need
some help?

You can stop by city hall
today (Friday, Sept. 18)
anytime from 9 a.m.-3
p.m. for assistance.

The mayor stressed the
importance of house-
holds filling out the forms.

“It affects our funding
and congressional repre-
sentation,” she said.

It’s been reported that
only 56 percent of Ham-
tramck’s households have
submitted their forms –
which is below the state
average.

You know what else
counts?

Your vote, said Majew-
ski, referring to the up-
coming presidential
election on Nov. 3.

Majewski, a Democrat,
said it should be no sur-
prise where her political
support goes.

“Most people know
where I stand on this,”
she said.

There is also still time
to apply for an absentee

ballot, and voters no
longer need to state a
reason for asking for one.

Winding up, Majewski
once again urged resi-
dents to “wear your
mask” when going out in
public.

She also stressed that
businesses need to “do
the right thing,” and obey
mask wearing and keep
enforcing social distanc-
ing.

The country is now six
months into this new pan-
demic lifestyle, and for
many folks, it’s become a
burden in many ways – es-
pecially emotionally.

“Keep our spirits up,”
she said. “Our presence
matters, our voice mat-
ters.”

Mayor stresses the need 
for emotional support 
in these trying times
Continued from page 3

Coming up… At press
time we received this press
release from The Friends of
Historic Hamtramck Sta-
dium.

Here is what they had to
say about the latest devel-
opment at Hamtramck’s
historic baseball stadium:

The Friends of Historic
Hamtramck Stadium is
pleased to announce that
the outfield at Turkey
Stearnes Field at Ham-
tramck Stadium will soon be
open for community play.

The Hamtramck Recre-
ation Department will mark
out a soccer pitch at Ham-
tramck Stadium next week. 

However, the baseball
field is not quite ready for
play yet, as the infield sod
and grass still need two
more weeks to properly
take root.

Therefore, the baseball
diamond will be roped off
until Sept. 29, and we ask
that everyone stay off the
infield grass until then.
There will be an on the field
celebration on Tuesday
Sept. 29 at 4:30 p.m. for
City of Hamtramck officials,
Hamtramck Public Schools
Board of Education mem-
bers, Hamtramck resi-
dents, the Hamtramck
Stadium Grounds Crew,
and the local media. 

The partnership of the
City of Hamtramck, the
Hamtramck Board of Edu-
cation, Wayne County, the
Friends of Historic Ham-
tramck Stadium, DCFC, and
volunteers like the Grounds
Crew is a model that im-
proves the quality of life in
our city. 

FHHS is proud to be a
part of this important work.
We value our partners and

are very excited for Ham-
tramck as we strive to
make this historic site a
must-see destination in
Southeast Michigan.

Moving on… There have
been some personnel
changes lately within the
police department.

It seems like only re-
cently that Sgt. Richard
Seely joined the force, but
now -- after 21 years -- he is
retiring. We wish him well in
the next chapter of his life.

Taking his place as Ser-
geant is Michael Fedenis,
who was sworn in to that
position this week.

Also new to the depart-
ment is Michael Gregg.
Congratulations and good
luck to you.

Heating help… Time is
running out to apply for
Michigan’s Home Heating
Credit, which is offered to
qualified homeowners and

renters.
According to the state

Treasury Department:
“The Home Heating

Credit helps cover utility ex-
penses, leaving more
money available for other
critical needs. It is de-
signed to aid senior citi-
zens; low income, deaf,
disabled or blind persons;
and disabled veterans.”

Home Heating Credit ap-
plications must be received
by Sept. 30.

Typically, people sign up
by filing a Home Heating
Credit application when
completing their individual
income tax return. However,
applicants do not need to
file a state income tax re-
turn to receive this assis-
tance, and may submit the
application only.

The Home Heating Credit
application form can be ob-
tained at  www.michigan.
gov/taxes.  

Continued on page 6

Above: New to the Hamtramck Police Department is officer
Michael Gregg. Below left: Michael Fedenis was recently sworn
in to his new rank of Sergeant. Below right: Sgt. Richard Seely
retired after serving 21 years in the department.

Other Voices:  Guest EditorialIn Our Opinion

With 2020 behind us,
now is the time to unite 

We can all agree that 
we’re glad to see the 
year 2020 end.

Obviously COVID 
played a huge part in 
our lives. Unfortunately, 
it doesn’t look like it will 
go away any time soon.

The past year also 
saw some disturbing di-
visions among elected 
officials here. There 
appears to be an ever-
widening cultural divide 
in the city between pro-
gressives and social 
conservatives.

This division could 

be seen in the debate 
about allowing recre-
ational marijuana sales 
outlets. 

Hamtramck politics 
has always been brutal, 
but it appears this is go-
ing to be a bitter elec-
tion year.

On top of that, the 
city’s finances continue 
to tank, as more money 
is being spent than is 
being collected. We ex-
pect this will play a huge 
role in what direction 
the city takes in the next 
several months.

But for now, we always 
start the new year with 
optimism. The com-
munity does tradition-
ally unite when there is 
great need for solidarity.

The Review, of course, 
could not exist without 
the community’s ongo-
ing support. For that, we 
are thankful.

We look forward to an-
other year of serving you 
all. Hamtramck may be 
a small city, but it always 
produces tons of fasci-
nating news stories.

Stay optimistic, folks.

By Jaleelah Ahmed
Superintendent
Hamtramck Public 
Schools

With 2020 now behind 
us, I want to take a mo-
ment to reflect. The past 
year was a challenging 
chapter of life for every-
one, but as I look back, I 
am proud of all the Ham-
tramck Public Schools 
community has accom-
plished together despite 
the circumstances.

Each and every indi-
vidual in the HPS family 
contributes to our suc-
cess and the success of 
the students we are so 
privileged to serve. Team 
members have worked 
tirelessly since March to 
develop, implement and 
maintain an entirely new 
system of education – a 
remarkable task that re-
quired the skills and dedi-
cation of thousands of 
people. 

It is hard for those not 
in the educational field to 
understand all that was 
required this year, so I 
would like to recognize 
some of the amazing that 
was done this year by our 
HPS team. 

• Our teachers and 
p a r a p r o f e s s i o n a l s 
learned new technologies 
and instructional meth-
ods and adapted their 
curriculums to a virtual 
environment. They did 
so quickly and creatively, 
resulting in high levels of 

student engagement and 
learning. 

• Our administra-
tive team established 
a framework for virtual 
learning, and provided 
critical support and guid-
ance to their students, 
teachers and families 
throughout the year. 

• Our food services 
team prepared and 
distributed more than 
360,000 meals for our 
HPS families this year. 
They were supported by 
our transportation staff, 
who adapted quickly to 
their new roles in the dis-
trict. 

• Our maintenance, 
custodial, food services 
and security staff contin-
ued to report to the build-
ings throughout the year 
to keep onsite staff safe 
and healthy and ensure 
that our schools were 
ready to welcome our stu-
dents back.

• Our Parent and Fam-
ily liaisons regularly con-
nected with our families 
at all hours of the day and 
night to provide the sup-
port and resources need-
ed to keep them safe, 
healthy and engaged in 
learning. 

• Our IT department 
supported our teachers, 
students and families 
as they entered the vir-
tual environment, provid-
ing support and trouble-
shooting to the devices 
that were now so critical 

to learning.
• Our office staff at 

both building and district 
levels worked closely 
across departments to 
make sure HPS students 
and families had all they 
needed to navigate their 
“new normal.”

These are just some 
of the departments and 
teams that have make an 
impact on our success in 
2020, and I apologize for 
any that I have missed. 
By uniting in our mission 
to provide continuity of 
learning in a challenging 
time, we have been more 
successful than we had 
hoped. 

As we enter the new 
year, I feel a sense of 
optimism. While we all 
must remain diligent in 
our efforts to mitigate 
the spread of COVID-19 
in our communities, new 
updates surrounding vac-
cine distribution provide 
great reason for hope.

Regardless of whether 
or not we are in-person 
or virtual, I am confident 
that our path forward will 
be smooth because of 
the strength of our com-
munity. 

Thank you all for your 
continued patience and 
ability to adapt quickly 
during these difficult 
times, and I look forward 
to reconnecting with all of 
you in this new year. 

Cleaning up… The city 
means business when it 
comes to litter and gar-
bage control.

Households will be 
receiving a sticker this 
week that explains and 
illustrates how to handle 
your city-issued garbage 
cans and what not to do.

One of the more com-
mon issues is that house-
holds pile on loose trash 
on top of their cans or 
next to them.

Don’t do that.
That is how we get rats.
Also, your garbage can 

is not meant to stay out 
in the alley permanently. 
You can place it in the al-
ley the night before your 
pickup date, but then af-
ter your garbage is col-

lected, you are required 
to take the can back into 
your yard.

It’s as simple as that.
The stickers come with 

garbage do’s and don’ts 
in three languages: Eng-
lish, Arabic and Bengali.

If these instructions are 
not followed, the city will 
begin to issue tickets to 
households.

Reminder… The gover-
nor’s office has partnered 
with the Michigan Dept. 
of Health and Human Ser-
vices (MDHHS) to allow 
people on food stamps to 
use their Bridge Cards at 
restaurants.

But, caution, not every-
one will be eligible for this 
program. So, who will?

Adults over 60 years 
old; person with a disabil-
ity, including those who 
get Supplemental Secu-
rity Income (SSI) or other 
disability program ben-
efits; and people who are 
experiencing homeless-
ness, are among those 
who will be eligible.

Nor will every restaurant 
be participating. More on 
that in a moment.

The program is dubbed 
the Restaurant Meal Pro-
gram, or RMP.

Restaurants have been 
able to enroll since Dec. 
22 at the MDHHS web-
site.

MDHHS will announce, 
at a later date, when re-
cipients can begin using 
their benefits at restau-
rants.

MDHHS also will pub-
lish a list of participating 
restaurants on their web-
site. 

That list is likely to 
grow, shrink or other-
wise change over time, 
so keep checking in with 
the website periodically. 
Restaurants must offer 
meals at “concessional 
prices”; this is presum-
ably to prevent the es-
tablishments from price 
gouging the state.

A message from the school 
district Superintendent

ObituariesObituaries
WAGENAAR

V a l e r i e 
Jean (Taylor) 
Wa g e n a a r, 
65, died De-
cember 20, 
2020.

Valerie J. Wagenaar, the 
daughter of RC Taylor and 
Francis (Hoxie) Taylor, was 
born on March 22, 1955 
and unexpectedly passed 
away on December 20, 
2020.	 She was a lifelong 
resident of Hamtramck, 
Michigan.

In addition to her par-
ents, she was prede-
ceased by her brother 
William Taylor, and her 

Quick Hits
Cont. from front page

community on Monday.
The spread of COVID 

has hit postal employees, 
as well as over 20 millions 
of other Americans, mak-
ing staffing at the Caniff 
Ave. branch iffy.

The office has closed 
suddenly on multiple oc-
casions during normal 
business hours, simply 

because the postal ser-
vice can’t get employees 
to staff the office.

This has actually af-
fected postal operations 
across the nation, and 
has also caused delays in 
delivering the mail.

The issue also reminded 
some of a threat to close 
the branch office back in 
2005.

A resident-led group lob-
bied the postal service 
then, and the office was 
spared.

Coming Events
FRIDAY, Jan. 8, 3-8 p.m. -- City chicken dinner at the 

Hamtramck Moose (9421 Conant). Dinner includes: 2 
well-portioned city chicken, mashed potatoes, veggie, 
soup, bread and butter, $12. Call 313-871-9115 or 313-
753-2026. Carry out, curb side pickup and free delivery 
in Hamtramck for seniors and handicapped only. Call 
early, limited amount dinners.

SATURDAY, Jan. 9, 2-4 p.m. -- Take-out Soup Kitchen 
at Holy Cross P.N .C. Church, 2311 Pulaski, at Fleming. 
Everyone is welcome! 

husband William Wage-
naar.  Valerie was a lov-
ing mother to her oldest 
daughter Michelle (Wage-
naar) Mohamed, and her 
husband Abdulaziz Mo-
hamed, and her youngest 
daughter Cheryl (Wage-
naar) Al-Sahme.  Valerie 
was also a very proud 
grandmother to her sev-
en grandchildren, Crys-
tal Jackson, Joseph Al-
Shame, Jacob Al-Shame, 
Marissa Vukaj, Nicholas 
Gregory, Laith Mohamed, 
and Haythem Mohamed.  
Valerie was also a very 
loving great-grandmother 
to her two great-grand-

daughters, Serenity Rodri-
guez and Jade McColloch.  
Valerie is also survived by 
five of her siblings, Debra 
(Taylor) Gubin, Peggy (Tay-
lor) Zdonkiewicz, Cathy 
(Taylor) Haynes, Robert 
Taylor, RC Taylor Jr. and 
many beautiful nieces 
and nephews.

There will be no memo-
rial services held per the 
request of Valerie prior to 
her passing.

Place 
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By Charles Sercombe
The city council met on

Sept. 8, and all coun-
cilmembers were present.

City Manager Kathy An-
gerer gave her bi-monthly
update on the Census.
She stressed that the in-
formation residents pro-
vide will remain private
and will not be shared
with any government
agency.

“It is locked down and
protected,” Angerer said.
“Everyone needs to re-
spond.”

According to the Census
Bureau: “The law requires
the Census Bureau to
keep your information con-
fidential whether it comes
from your response or
from existing records. 

“While the Census Bu-
reau may receive informa-
tion from other agencies,
the law prohibits us from
sharing individual data
back. This is a one-way
data exchange.”

Only 56 percent of the
city’s residents have par-
ticipated in the Census.

A “congratulations” was
sent to the city from the
University of Michigan, for
its improvement in sup-
porting economic develop-
ment.

In the council’s agenda
package, it was said that:
“In the last year, our sta-
tus changed from 3 stars
to 4 stars due to the fine

work of our Community
and Economic Develop-
ment team of Alex Iseri,
Grace Stamper and Casey
Copp.”

Councilmember Andrea
Karpinski noted that St.
Ladislaus Parish is cele-
brating its 100th anniver-
sary.

The council thanked this
summer’s city interns for
the work they performed.
The following students
were part of the annual
summer intern program:
Mohsen Hussain, Jackee’
Jackson, Nadia Fahria,
Sumaiya Kalam, Sadia
Rahman and James
Zotkaj.

They performed various
tasks, included cleaning
up Veterans Park and
painting no parking zones
on curbs along Conant
Ave.

One major task they un-
dertook was organizing
police records, some of
which went back to the
1900s.

“You guys did a wonder-
ful job,” said Councilmem-
ber Nayeem Choudhury.

During public comment,
Robert Zwolak urged the
council to hire an in-house
attorney as a way to re-
duce legal costs.

The council took the
first step in officially nam-
ing the Hamtramck Sta-
dium field in honor of
legendary player Norman

“Turkey” Stearnes.
In an information pack-

age about the renaming, it
said: “Norman ‘Turkey’
Stearnes was the greatest
player of the Detroit Stars.
He played for the team
from 1923 to 1931, and
then in 1937; the 1930-
31 and 1937 seasons
were played with Ham-
tramck Stadium as the
home field.

“Stearnes won seven
home run titles in his ca-
reer, and hit more home
runs in official Negro
League games than any
other player. He was in-
ducted into the National
Baseball Hall of Fame in
2000.”

Also adding support was
Gary Gillette of the
Friends of Historic Ham-
tramck Stadium.

“This naming would pro-
vide a distinct, memorable
identity for the field within
a name that continues to
recognize the history of
the City of Hamtramck. 

“Naming the field in

honor of Stearnes would
also draw more tourists to
Hamtramck to visit the
field, because anything as-
sociated with a baseball
Hall of Famer gets a lot
more attention in the
media,” Gillette said.

Mayor Karen Majewski
responded, saying “This is
a really cool thing and a
gift to the city.’

In another first step, the
council pushed forward on
an update of the city’s
business licensing ordi-
nance.

Also being updated was
the city’s graffiti ordi-
nance. The update in-
cludes holding property
owners more accountable
in removing graffiti from
their property in a timely
fashion, or having them
face being penalized for
every day the graffiti re-
mains.

A lengthy discussion
was held on allowing a
Livonia-based company,
NYX, which manufactures
automotive interior parts,
to reserve up to 16 park-
ing spaces at Zussman
Park, specifically on Win-
field St.

The company employs
over 4,000 employees, of

which a few hundred live
in Hamtramck.

It was noted that many
of the residents have no
reliable regular transporta-
tion, and that the com-
pany is offering to shuttle
them from Hamtramck
and back. The parking
spaces would be reserved
for company vans.

Daniel Laible, the Chief
Financial Officer of the
company, said this parking
location is ideally situated
for his employees to get
to.

In a letter to the city,
Laible said that the lack of
reliable transportation is
the “number one reason
our employees have is-
sues with attendance, and
the number one reason
our employees are forced
to leave their jobs.”

Councilmember Choud-
hury had reservations
about giving over the park-
ing spaces, but would sup-
port it. He said that the
city will have to monitor
how nearby residents
react.

“I just don’t like to inter-
fere with the residents,”
he said.

Councilmember Ian Per-
rotta said he researched

the company, and found
that it recently recorded
over $600 million in earn-
ings.

Liable confirmed that fig-
ure, and said this year’s
earnings are expected to
go “north” of that amount.

The deal for reserving
the parking spaces would
come with a $1,000 pay-
ment to the city each year,
as well as $5,000 each
year toward city events.

Perrotta said that, con-
sidering the company’s
profits, the city should de-
mand more in compensa-
tion.

“It’s such an unfair
deal,” Perrotta said.
“There’s nothing com-
pelling for Hamtramck to
do this deal.”

Councilmember Karpin-
ski, in noting the limited
number of parking spaces
on the street, suggested
reserving spaces at an-
other city parking lot.

City Manager Angerer
said that offering rides to
work keeps Hamtramck
employees employed, and
that they, in turn, are able
to pay city income taxes.

She promised to watch
what develops with the
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Get It Sold in the
Real Estate Corner

Call Dave at 
(313) 874-2100 to

Place Your Ad!

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110
HUD Certified

Looking to buy single & 
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Certified 
Residential 
Specialist

John Ulaj 
Commercial Broker/Owner

A HUD 
Certified Agent

Drowning in Mortgage Debt?
I Can Help...

I buy properties in 
as-is condition for CASH!

GNIEWEK
Beverly Ann

Gniewek, 69,
died Septem-
ber 5, 2020.

B e v e r l y
Gniewek was an adoring
sister, aunt, and matriarch
of the Gniewek family.
She passed away peace-
fully Sept. 5, 2020, sur-
rounded by her loving
family.  She is survived by
brothers, Jeff (CoreyAnn)
and Brian; nephews,
Kevin (Kelly), Ryan, and
Payne (Susie); nieces,
Amy (Tommy) and Brit-
tany; great nephews,
Charlie and Landen; great
niece, Kendall.  She was
preceded in death by her
parents, Hank and Lor-
raine; brothers, Kenny
and Greg; sister, Susan. 

Beverly was a 1969
graduate of St. Hedwig
High School and an honor
graduate of Marygrove
College.   She dedicated
her life to the love of

teaching for 47 years.
Her students were her
children.   She may have
been a “not so good”
bowler but she loved the
camaraderie and joy of
being with friends and
family.  She was a loving,
kind and faithful friend,
and loved her family
above all others.

A funeral Mass in cele-
bration of her life will be
held at 12:00 noon, on
Tuesday, Sept. 22, 2020
at St. Florian Roman
Catholic Church,  2626
Poland St., Hamtramck,
MI 48212.  In lieu of flow-
ers, please send dona-
tions to the American
Cancer Society or the
charity of your choice in
Beverly’s memory.

City Hall Insider …City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days? 
We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.

Continued from page 8

Additional information
can be found on the Home
Heating Credit website.

Greening… If you have
some spare time and a pair
of work gloves, the city
could use some volunteers
tomorrow (Saturday,
Sept.9) starting at 9 a.m.

That’s when folks from
the Greening of Detroit or-
ganization will be meeting
up at Mitchell and Evaline
streets to plant trees.

The trees are funded by a
grant, which the city re-
ceived from America in
Bloom and CN Railroad.

In a press release issued
by the city, Mayor Karen
Majewski said:

“Beautification is a high
priority for our city. These
25 trees are a great addi-
tion to the many plantings
we’ve done in the past few
years, and we’ll see the
benefits for many more
years to come.”

Continued from page 5

leanneconger@gmail.comOffice (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

DiamondRealty and Associates

www.DiamondRealtyAssociates.com

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer

3775 Newark • Attica Twp. • $229,900
Cozy Ranch on 1 acre with 3/ bedrooms, 1.1 baths

and finished basement.

2922 Carpenter
Commercial

Property
$274,900
Commercial 
building with 

endless 
business 

opportunities.

3433 Yemans
$199,900

Incredible Brick 
home located directly
across from Zussman
Park and City Hall!

Leanne 
Zaliwski-
Conger

2143 Trowbridge
$137,900

Two-family home 
features  a full basement,

separate front 
entrances, separate 

furnaces, HWH, gas meters
& electrical panels! 

New Vinyl windows and a
new tear-off roof!

3885 
Evaline

$119,899 
4 Beds, 2 Baths. Great

floor plan features Living
room, Dining room, two
bedrooms, kitchen and

bath on main floor. 

63698 Georgetown
E. Washington Twp

$424,900 
Highly sought after

Stratford subdivision!
brick ranch blt in

2004, 3 bedrooms 
2 1/2 baths with a 
finished basement 

3777 Lake George - Dryden Twp $439,900
Gorgeous 2300 sq ft Ranch on 10 Rolling Acres.

2938 Shady Lane - Ann Arbor $224,900
Charming two bedroom Ranch with great curb appeal. Hard-

wood floors, attached garage and large private back yard. 

Real Estate

Corner

Get It Sold in the 
Real Estate Corner 

Call Dave at 
(313) 874-2100 to 

Place Your Ad!

Notice of Public Comment 

City of Hamtramck – Department of Community and Economic Development 

Notice is given to any and all interested parties that the draft 2021 Parks and Recreation Master Plan for 
the City of Hamtramck, Wayne County, Michigan will be available for review and comment for 30 days 
beginning Thursday, December 24th. The City of Hamtramck Department of Community and Economic 

Development is preparing this five-year Parks and Recreation Master Plan in accordance with the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources requirements.  When completed, the plan will serve as a 
guide for the acquisition and development of community recreation facilities and programs over the 

next five (5) years.  The plan is available for viewing on our website at www.hamtramck.us/. All 
interested parties may submit comments via email to ccopp@hamtramckcity.com or by filling out the 

form at https://forms.gle/QG71VmM8v1HSvLaS8. Hard copies of the plan are available at City Hall. Any 
input is greatly appreciated. 

 

Amarillo, Texas.
The hotel had published 

information on how it was 
keeping high social dis-
tancing standards, which 
made us feel comfortable 
staying there for the night. 

It was my first time 
in Texas, and I was im-
pressed immediately by 
its bigness in every way I 
could imagine: the vast-
ness of seemingly endless 
horizons in each direction, 
the deep blue sky pasted 
with clouds that looked 
like large islands floating 
on great seas (one looked 
the size and shape of 
Greenland, I thought).

The direction of sunlight 
seemed to change and 
come from different an-
gles soon after we entered 
New Mexico, allowing the 
tones and undertones 
of earthy colors on the 
ground to take on different 
shapes and sizes, smaller 
and more distinct, than 
seemed visible in Texas.

Arizona was different 
still, more rock, higher el-
evation, more desert sur-
rounding mountains in the 
distance.

We stopped in Flagstaff 
to rest for the night, then 
set off for the Grand Can-
yon, my first time there. 
Robin had been there five 
times before and was gra-
cious in sharing with me 
memories and stories of 
those previous visits.

The jagged rock and high 
plateaus stretched farther 
than the eye could see, 
disappearing from view 
over more layers of rock. 
The colors changed with 
the light thrown by the 
bright sun overhead, from 
light brown to dark, from 
stubbles of green patch (li-
chen? moss?) on the flat-
ter surfaces to deep red in 
higher elevations.

In spots I could see the 
Colorado River, but only 
a sliver of it, as it wound 
through the canyon below.

Back in the van, we be-
gan heading first down-
state to Phoenix, then 
veering west on the road 
to California.

Our destination was San 
Bernardino and a house in 
need of some yard work 
and other maintenance.

In heat reaching the mid-
90s each day, we hacked 
and pulled weeds, mowed 
lawns and stuffed waste 
containers full of clippings 
and other outdoor refuse.

One night we were invit-
ed to do a safe beach walk 
in Venice Beach, a popular 
Los Angeles neighborhood 
known for its over three-
mile long boardwalk along 
the oceanfront and quirky, 
colorful characters that 
flock there.

My cousin Aleksandra, 
who invited us, lives a 
block from this normally 
hyperactive district. But 
on this night it was quiet 
and calm, a 180-degree 
turn away from the packed 
crowds I’d seen in Venice 
on previous visits.

On the ride back to Mich-
igan and Ohio, we stopped 
in Wyoming for a night 
then at Mt. Rushmore for 
two more, then at a park 
at the Iowa-Illinois border, 
before getting back on the 
road home.

--------
In July, my attention 

turned to local City Life 
from a newfound perspec-
tive: seeing planned com-

munity development proj-
ects realized in Cleveland, 
where I was spending an 
increasing amount of time.

I recalled that some 
years ago for another pub-
lication I had the pleasure 
of interviewing Tony Gold-
man, a New York develop-
er who had some interest 
in applying his proven to 
work strategies to Detroit 
redevelopment projects.

What were those strate-
gies that worked? Namely, 
incentives for creatives to 
move to Detroit - “100,000 
artists” was the direct 
quote - remaking the city 
with “art and food.” That 
was also a direct quote. 
A grand, at once simple, 
idea.

What are some of Gold-
man’s credits using similar 
strategies?

In the 1960s and 1970s, 
his art and food concepts 
helped revitalize Manhat-
tan’s then deteriorating 
Upper West Side; in the 
1980s, his development 
aesthetic helped reshape 
and rebrand the downtown 
NYC neighborhood south 
of Houston Street (SoHo); 
and in the 1990s Gold-
man’s gaze turned to Flor-
ida, where his company 
began buying and rehab-
bing buildings in Miami’s 
South Beach, bringing a 
once showy turned shabby 
1930s’ Art Deco district 
back to life.

Sadly, Goldman died be-
fore he could implement 
his vision in Detroit.

So what does this sto-
ry have to do with Ham-
tramck?

Goldman’s overall plan 
was to reinvent Detroit as 
“the capital of the avant-
garde, the experimental,” 
not by throwing money at 
it, not with stadiums, but 
with art, food, urban farms, 
and green spaces for walk-
ing, cycling or simply idling 
the day away. 

Also: with thoughtful in-
tention giving away proper-
ties to creative doers and 
makers (the idea is a not 
a new one: the proper-
ties must be brought up 
to code and on the tax 
rolls within a reasonable 
amount of time, say, 5-10 
years).

Why not take a page from 
this never written Detroit 
book and do something 
similar in Hamtramck? 
This community is already 
stuffed with the kind of ex-
isting assets and potential 
for growth that would likely 
make most forward-think-
ing urban planners and de-
velopers want to leap into 
action.  

I was in Cleveland that 
month on a short tour with 
Don Lenz, a prominent 
Ohio planning and devel-
opment consultant who 
has written neighborhood 
revitalization grants that 
total in the millions of dol-
lars. 

We spent a few hours 
walking in Gordon Square 
in the city’s Detroit Shore-
way neighborhood. That 
neighborhood was in dire 
straits when a plan to re-
brand it as an arts district 
was drawn up in the late-
1990s. 

The neighborhood his-
tory is uncannily like Ham-
tramck’s: humble begin-
nings about 100 years 
ago as a landing spot for 
immigrants, mostly from 
Eastern Europe. Outbound 

migration to suburban 
communities, much like 
patterns seen in Detroit 
and Hamtramck, marked 
the second half of the 
20th century.

But its long-established 
material assets like movie 
theaters and social halls 
were seen as anchors for 
smart urban redevelop-
ment projects. A renovated 
arcade built in 1921 is a 
centerpiece.

The Cleveland Public The-
atre is in the district, as is 
the Capitol Theatre screen-
ing indie and classic films, 
the Near West Theatre for 
live musical performances 
and Maelstrom Collabora-

tive Arts for more experi-
mental fare.

Gordon Square is pep-
pered with restaurants, 
bars and cafes, salons 
and boutiques selling ev-
erything from books and 
records to trendy interior 
design knickknacks to 
kinky leather gear and oth-
er unique wearables. 

Flags of social unity 
and positive-change ac-
tivism (i.e. rainbow flags 
and Black Lives Matter 
banners and murals) are 
strewn about the district, 
making it welcoming to a 
wide range of people who 
live or visit there.        

The neighborhood also 

participates in the Safe 
Routes to School move-
ment, which focuses on 
creating, encouraging 
and sustaining safe walk-
ing and biking by kids to 
school.

Cleveland, it turns out, 
has it together, turning col-
laborative relationships 
into grassroots entrepre-
neurship success stories. 

Behind the effort: the 
Detroit Shoreway Com-
munity Development Or-
ganization (DSCDO) and 
the Gordon Square Arts 
District-Cleveland Improve-
ment Corporation (GSAD-
CIC), a 501c3 nonprofit.

There are maps of the 

district published online 
and at a glass-encased 
sign on Detroit Avenue, 
where most of the com-
mercial activity is concen-
trated.

We can make an effec-
tive argument for Ham-
tramck, in its 2-square 
mile entirety, being rein-
vented as an arts district, 
or a creative industries dis-
trict, where welcoming and 
hospitality, diversity and in-
clusivity could be the back-
bone of the local economy.

All the ingredients are 
here, disparate may they 
be.

There is affordable, and 

City Life: 2020 was a year of big ideas, new challenges  Continued from page 4

DiamondRealty and Associates

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger
Hamtramck 

Native/Specialist

Associate Broker 
 Multi-Million Dollar 

Producer

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663   leanneconger@gmail.com

2265 Poland - $130,000 
Multi-Family home in great location with two bedroom in 

each unit and basement

Livernois - Vacant Land - Rochester Hills $199,900
Build your dream home on this amazing piece of property! Enjoy 
it’s natural country setting, and the convenience of being in close 
proximity to downtown Rochester! Backs up to Paint Creek Trail

19415 Highlite - Clinton Twp $39,900
 Full Brick Co-Op. This home comes with a stove, washer, and dryer. 

Hardwood floors, 1 assigned parking spots with Visitor parking. 
Monthly Fee includes Heat, Water, Taxes, Insurance, Interior and 

Exterior Maintenance. 

2922 Carpenter Commercial 
Property $274,900

Commercial building with endless business opportunities.

SOLD

168 W. Jarvis - Hazel Park $124,900
Multi-Family home with hardwood floors, and a full base-

ment. 

HAPPY
NEW 

YEAR!

PENDING

PENDING

www.DiamondRealtyAssociates.com
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1 bedroom lower, Evaline 
near Mitchell, $400/mo., 
plus utilities, $500 de-
posit, 734-771-2023. 1/15 

Beautifully remodeled 
3 bedroom lower, Ham-
tramck, $800/mo + se-
curity deposit, 313-590-
1000. 1/22

Room for rent, utilities in-
cluded, no pets, 313-290-
1095. 1/15

3869 Fredro, single fami-
ly, 1 bedroom, call Palo or 
Dianne, 248-818-6542, 
248-818-8378.

13446 Dwyer, single 
family, 3 bedrooms, call 
Palo or Dianne, 248-818-
6542, 248-818-8378.

12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 
5 BR, upper and lower 
each have kitchen, bath, 
dining and living rm, Palo 
and Diane 248-659-
2325.

12409 Klinger, Detroit, 1 
block from Hamtramck, 2 
br., living rm., dining rm., 
kitchen, 1 bath, forced 
air heat, basement, quiet 
family oriented neighbor-
hood, available January 
1st, $725/mo. + 1 ½ 
mo. security dep., 313-
622-7520. 1/15

Detroit, 3904 Eldridge, 
2 family, garage, lower 
level, 2 br., living, dining, 
kitchen. Upstairs 1 br., 
living rm., kitchen, 586-
634-2502.

APARMENTS &
FLATS FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR RENT

ROOM
FOR RENT

Advertisers should check their 
ad following first publication. The 
newspaper shall not be liable for 
failure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publication 
except to the extent of the cost of 
the ad for the first day’s insertion. 
Adjustments for errors is limited to 
the cost of that portion of the ad 
wherein the error occurred. We re-
serve the right to classify, revise or 
reject any classified advertisement.
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11413 Joseph Campau,
no pets, 1 BR., living rm.,
kitchen, new washer +
dryer, stove + fridge, free
heat + water, one or two
people only, 313-402-
4488. 8/14 

Hamtramck, 1 br., all utili-
ties included, plus inter-
net. Also, share an
apartment, furnished, all
utilities included, internet
and cable, 313-434-
9759. 9/11

Room for rent, utilities in-
cluded, no pets, 313-290-
1095. 9/25

1 furnished room for rent,
all utilities included,
$300/mo. + $450 secu-
rity deposit, call 313-368-
2164. 9/25

3869 Fredro, single fam-
ily, 1 bedroom, call Palo or
Dianne, 248-818-6542,
248-818-8378.

13446 Dwyer, single fam-
ily, 3 bedrooms, call Palo
or Dianne, 248-818-
6542, 248-818-8378.

12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 5
BR, upper and lower each
have kitchen, bath, dining
and living rm, Palo and
Diane 248-659-2325.

Hamtramck, 3279 Hanley,
$600/mo. + dep., new
floors, new windows, 313-
312-6576. 9/18

Hamtramck, 3781 Hanley
$600/mo. + dep., new
floors, new windows, 313-
312-6576. 9/18

Detroit, 3904 Eldridge, 2
family, garage, lower level,
2 br., living, dining,
kitchen. Upstairs 1 br., liv-
ing rm., kitchen, 586-634-
2502.

-

Newly remodeled ready to
move in, new floors, new
lighting, walls and bath-
room, great for retail or of-
fice, for rent, 1,000 sq. ft.
11808 North Jos. Cam-
pau, Hamtramck, 586-
222-7304. 9/25

Tire Tech/Tire Repair, ex-
perienced preferred, up to
$15/hr. with experience,
40 hrs. plus O/T, health
insurance available, paid
holidays, if interested,
apply in person: (located
at corner Conant/Davi-
son) Sucher Tire Service
Inc., 3641 E. Davison St.,
Detroit, MI 48212. 9/11 

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING  
(313) 365-8630

1
2

/3
1

/2
0

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HOME IMPROVEMENTPLUMBINGHEATING & COOLING

Service Directory

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

POWDER COATING

PAINTING

BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

ESTIMATES

Celebrating
52 Years of

Service!

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

� Fast Same Day Service �
10% Discount

Off Labor on Any Plumbing, 
Heating, Air Conditioning or Sewer
Cleaning Job, Installation or Repair.

Not valid with any other offer.

— COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS —
Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving 

Hamtramck Since 1969
Licensed & Insured 

Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation • Repairs

Furnace
Start-Up
Must present coupon at the time of estimate. With coupon. Exp. 12-31-20

Must present coupon at the time of 
estimate. With coupon. Expires 12-31-20.

Must present coupon at the time of 
estimate. With coupon. Expires 12-31-20.

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

$175

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

$1075
Upgrades extra

Furnace & 
Boilers, Heating

Air 
Conditioning

Freon Recharge
Sewer & Drain

Cleaning

$89
Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

HOUSE
FOR RENT

Advertisers should check their ad
following first publication. The
newspaper shall not be liable for
failure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publica-
tion except to the extent of the cost
of the ad for the first day’s inser-
tion. Adjustments for errors is lim-
ited to the cost of that portion of
the ad wherein the error occurred.
We reserve the right to classify,
revise or reject any classified ad-
vertisement.

Let Our 
Service 

Directory 
Do the Work 

For You! 
Call Dave 

(313) 
874-2100

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log

covers Sept. 8-14.
Tuesday, Sept. 8

• A resident reported
being assaulted by two
suspects at Dan and Jos.
Campau.

• A suspicious situation
was reported at Veterans
Park.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested by Highland Park
police for being wanted on
a Hamtramck warrant.
Wednesday Sept. 9

• A resident of Warren
reported that his vehicle
was stolen while it was
parked on Edwin St.

• A resident of Norwalk
St. reported a theft.

• An agent for a busi-
ness in the 9000 block of
Jos. Campau reported that
a customer purchased an
item using counterfeit
money.

• A resident was ar-
rested for assault with in-
tent to murder after a foot
chase in the area of De-
quindre and 7 Mile.

• A resident was ar-
rested for an assault that
occurred in the 2700 block
of Danforth St.

• A resident was ar-
rested for an assault that
happened in the 3300
block of Norwalk St.

• A resident reported a
suspicious situation on
Poland St.
Thursday, Sept. 10

• Detroit police reported
that they recovered a car
stolen out of Hamtramck.
Friday, Sept. 11

• No incident report was
available for this date.
Saturday, Sept. 12

• At about 12:30 a.m., a
resident of Hazel Park was
arrested in the 5000 block
of Trowbridge St. for ob-
structing officers.

• At about 5 a.m., a De-
troit resident was arrested
for carrying a concealed
gun without a permit.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested in the 12000
block of Conant Ave. for
being disorderly.

• A resident reported
that there was a suspi-
cious incident in the 2200
block of Evaline St.

• A resident was ar-
rested in the 2300 block
of Andrus St. for domestic
assault.

Continued on page 8

RETAIL/OFFICE
SPACE FOR RENT

Deadline for classifieds
for next week is 
Thursday at Noon

Call (313) 874-2100 

ROOM
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR SALE

HELP
WANTED

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log 

covers Dec. 29-Jan. 4.
Tuesday, Dec. 29

• Children’s Protective 
Services alerted the police 
department about a com-
plaint the agency received.

• A red Ford Fusion was 
found on Trowbridge St. 
with damage to the driver’s 
side and a broken side mir-
ror.
Wednesday, Dec. 30

• A resident in the 3800 
block of Belmont St. was 
ticketed for violating the 
city’s noise ordinance. Also 
issued at the location was 
a ticket for being disorderly.

• Gun shots were heard 
coming from an upper flat 
at a residence in the area 
of Caniff and Lumpkin.

• At 6 p.m., a man was 
robbed at gunpoint while 
in the area of Caniff and 
Conant. The suspect fled 
the scene.
Thursday, Dec. 31

• A resident reported 
that his white 2016 Dodge 
Charger was stolen while 
in the 12000 block of Jos. 
Campau.

• A man who had previ-
ously reported that his gun 
was missing reported that 
he found it.

• A Post Office employ-
ee reported that she was 
physically threatened by a 
suspect while in the 12000 

block of Klinger St.
Friday, Jan. 1

• At about 1:30 a.m., offi-
cers broke up a large party 
of about 200-300 people 
who gathered in the 3900 
block of Christopher St.

• A resident in the 3300 
block of Doremus St. re-
ported that his window was 
shot out sometime during 
the night.
Saturday, Jan. 2

• A resident in the 2000 
block of Trowbridge St. was 
arrested after assaulting 
his girlfriend.

• A vehicle stolen out of 
Hamtramck was recovered 
in Detroit, in the area of 
Fenkell and Prevost.

• A resident was ticketed 
at Commor and Sobieski 
for being disorderly.
Sunday, Jan. 3

• At 4 a.m., a resident 
reported being assaulted 
while in the 12000 block of 
Dyar St.

• An agent for a busi-
ness in the 8700 block of 
Jos. Campau Ave. reported 
a break-in.
Monday, Jan. 4

• A resident of Gibraltar 
reported an illegal dump-
ing at his property at Caniff 
and Dyar.

• A Lehman St. resident 
reported an incident of ma-
licious destruction of prop-
erty.

HOUSE
FOR SALE
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11413 Joseph Campau,
no pets, 1 BR., living rm.,
kitchen, new washer +
dryer, stove + fridge, free
heat + water, one or two
people only, 313-402-
4488. 8/14 

Hamtramck, 1 br., all utili-
ties included, plus inter-
net. Also, share an
apartment, furnished, all
utilities included, internet
and cable, 313-434-
9759. 9/11

Room for rent, utilities in-
cluded, no pets, 313-290-
1095. 9/25

1 furnished room for rent,
all utilities included,
$300/mo. + $450 secu-
rity deposit, call 313-368-
2164. 9/25

3869 Fredro, single fam-
ily, 1 bedroom, call Palo or
Dianne, 248-818-6542,
248-818-8378.

13446 Dwyer, single fam-
ily, 3 bedrooms, call Palo
or Dianne, 248-818-
6542, 248-818-8378.

12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 5
BR, upper and lower each
have kitchen, bath, dining
and living rm, Palo and
Diane 248-659-2325.

Hamtramck, 3279 Hanley,
$600/mo. + dep., new
floors, new windows, 313-
312-6576. 9/18

Hamtramck, 3781 Hanley
$600/mo. + dep., new
floors, new windows, 313-
312-6576. 9/18

Detroit, 3904 Eldridge, 2
family, garage, lower level,
2 br., living, dining,
kitchen. Upstairs 1 br., liv-
ing rm., kitchen, 586-634-
2502.

-

Newly remodeled ready to
move in, new floors, new
lighting, walls and bath-
room, great for retail or of-
fice, for rent, 1,000 sq. ft.
11808 North Jos. Cam-
pau, Hamtramck, 586-
222-7304. 9/25

Tire Tech/Tire Repair, ex-
perienced preferred, up to
$15/hr. with experience,
40 hrs. plus O/T, health
insurance available, paid
holidays, if interested,
apply in person: (located
at corner Conant/Davi-
son) Sucher Tire Service
Inc., 3641 E. Davison St.,
Detroit, MI 48212. 9/11 
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Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING  
(313) 365-8630

1
2

/3
1

/2
0

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HOME IMPROVEMENTPLUMBINGHEATING & COOLING

Service Directory

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

POWDER COATING

PAINTING

BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

ESTIMATES

Celebrating
52 Years of

Service!

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

� Fast Same Day Service �
10% Discount

Off Labor on Any Plumbing, 
Heating, Air Conditioning or Sewer
Cleaning Job, Installation or Repair.

Not valid with any other offer.

— COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS —
Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving 

Hamtramck Since 1969
Licensed & Insured 

Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation • Repairs

Furnace
Start-Up
Must present coupon at the time of estimate. With coupon. Exp. 12-31-20

Must present coupon at the time of 
estimate. With coupon. Expires 12-31-20.

Must present coupon at the time of 
estimate. With coupon. Expires 12-31-20.

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

$175

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

$1075
Upgrades extra

Furnace & 
Boilers, Heating

Air 
Conditioning

Freon Recharge
Sewer & Drain

Cleaning

$89
Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

HOUSE
FOR RENT

Advertisers should check their ad
following first publication. The
newspaper shall not be liable for
failure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publica-
tion except to the extent of the cost
of the ad for the first day’s inser-
tion. Adjustments for errors is lim-
ited to the cost of that portion of
the ad wherein the error occurred.
We reserve the right to classify,
revise or reject any classified ad-
vertisement.

Let Our 
Service 

Directory 
Do the Work 

For You! 
Call Dave 

(313) 
874-2100

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log

covers Sept. 8-14.
Tuesday, Sept. 8

• A resident reported
being assaulted by two
suspects at Dan and Jos.
Campau.

• A suspicious situation
was reported at Veterans
Park.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested by Highland Park
police for being wanted on
a Hamtramck warrant.
Wednesday Sept. 9

• A resident of Warren
reported that his vehicle
was stolen while it was
parked on Edwin St.

• A resident of Norwalk
St. reported a theft.

• An agent for a busi-
ness in the 9000 block of
Jos. Campau reported that
a customer purchased an
item using counterfeit
money.

• A resident was ar-
rested for assault with in-
tent to murder after a foot
chase in the area of De-
quindre and 7 Mile.

• A resident was ar-
rested for an assault that
occurred in the 2700 block
of Danforth St.

• A resident was ar-
rested for an assault that
happened in the 3300
block of Norwalk St.

• A resident reported a
suspicious situation on
Poland St.
Thursday, Sept. 10

• Detroit police reported
that they recovered a car
stolen out of Hamtramck.
Friday, Sept. 11

• No incident report was
available for this date.
Saturday, Sept. 12

• At about 12:30 a.m., a
resident of Hazel Park was
arrested in the 5000 block
of Trowbridge St. for ob-
structing officers.

• At about 5 a.m., a De-
troit resident was arrested
for carrying a concealed
gun without a permit.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested in the 12000
block of Conant Ave. for
being disorderly.

• A resident reported
that there was a suspi-
cious incident in the 2200
block of Evaline St.

• A resident was ar-
rested in the 2300 block
of Andrus St. for domestic
assault.

Continued on page 8
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We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1964

11653 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HEATING & COOLING PLUMBING HOME IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING

Celebrating
52 Years of

Service!

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

H Fast Same Day Service H
10% Discount

Off Labor on Any Plumbing, 
Heating, Air Conditioning or Sewer
Cleaning Job, Installation or Repair.

Not valid with any other offer.

— COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS —
Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving 

Hamtramck Since 1969
Licensed & Insured 

Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation • Repairs

Furnace
Start-Up
Must present coupon at the time of estimate. With coupon. Exp. 12-31-20

Must present coupon at the time of 
estimate. With coupon. Expires 12-31-20.

Must present coupon at the time of 
estimate. With coupon. Expires 12-31-20.

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

$175

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

$1075
Upgrades extra

Furnace & 
Boilers, Heating

Air 
Conditioning

Freon Recharge
Sewer & Drain

Cleaning

$89

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING  
(313) 365-8630

1
2
/3

1
/2

0

BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

ESTIMATES
Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

PEST CONTROL

Is something 
bugging you?

$25 OFF
10% OFF

PEST CONTROL

OR

1-800-BUG-GUYS
1-800-284-4897
statefairexterminator.com

ANTS  |  SPIDERS  |  BEES |  FLEAS 
EAR WIGS  |  BED BUGS  |  ROACHES

MICE AND MUCH MORE

TO ADVERTISE 
CALL DAVE 

(313) 874-2100

Promotion expires 1/10/21

1
/1

0
/2

1

Call MikeCall Mike  586-209-6445586-209-6445
Servicing Metro Detroit and Surrounding SuburbsServicing Metro Detroit and Surrounding Suburbs

Licensed & InsuredLicensed & Insured

Residential & 
Industrial Duct 
Cleaning and 

Sanitizing

DUCT CLEANING / SANITIZING

Deadline for 
classifieds for next 

week is 
Thursday at Noon

Call (313) 874-2100 
to Place Your Ad 

Senior Discount 10%

YOUR AD HERE
(313) 874-2100

DUCT DUCT 
CLEANINGCLEANINGDETROITDETROIT

X-PERTX-PERT

HOUSE
FOR RENT

Place an 
Ad in 

The Review 
Today

Call (313) 874-2100

First floor apartment for 
rent, 2 bedroom, living, 
dining, kitchen, 1 full 
bath, forced air heat, Gal-
lagher and Conant, $800 
mo., + 1 ½ mo. security 
dep., 313-415-0108. 1/29
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Enroll in a payment 
plan online!

Eric R. Sabree
Wayne County Treasurer

Make a appointment to visit the 
Wayne County Treasurer’s Office. 

Call us at (313) 224-5990
Email taxinfo@waynecounty.com

Make a property tax payment:
- Online 
- At a DivDat kiosk
- Using the Wayne County
  Mobile App
- By mail
- By p- By phone

Treasurer.waynecounty.com
Visit our website to do any of the above:

Visit our website at 
treasurer.waynecounty.com 

in order to:

Wayne County Treasurer’s Office

good, food, led largely by a 
host of cooks and servers 
from Europe, the Middle 
East, South and East Asia.

Markets with fresh pro-
duce, meats and fish, 
grains and spices, abound; 
as do espresso and other 
coffee drinks, at Oloman 
Cafe (also an art gallery, 
curated by owner Zlatan 
Sadikovic, a photographer 
trained in Bosnia), Cafe 
1923 and Delite Cafe.

Hamtramck still rocks, 
by all accounts (before 
Covid-19, and hopefully, 
after), with cool music pro-
gramming (for which it has 
been widely known since 
the 1970s). 

Planet Ant Theatre has 
carved out institution-like 
status while remaining 
relevant since the early-
1990s. It is one of the 
city’s clear cultural assets, 
an anchor and a connec-
tor.

The Film Lab is a model 
of hybrid expression: a 
screening room -- a mi-
crocinema, to be precise 
-- with live introductions 
by co-founder Josh Gard-
ner, and a swank bar with 
cocktails named for great 
directors in film history. It 
is another anchor.

The long-delayed Joe 
Louis Greenway, a bicycle 
trail earmarked for con-
struction next spring on 
Jos. Campau is yet anoth-
er. 

There is talk of murals to 
line the alley section of the 
trail (there is one already 
created on the back of a 
building between Evaline 
and Edwin streets).

The entire city is walk-
able, a living example of 
the “15-minute” neighbor-

hood theory, the subject of 
a 2020 Bloomberg CityLab 
story, “whereby residents’ 
shopping, work, recreation-
al and cultural needs are 
no more than a short walk 
or bike ride from home.”

Put it into practice, the 
article suggests a faster 
way back to economic 
health once the pandemic 
eases its grip.  

What Hamtramck could 
use is a reality check. Look 
into the mirror and see it-
self for what it is: a small, 
vibrant city driven by mul-
tiple, mostly raw, discon-
nected energies.

That’s a good thing, 
make no mistake. But it 
needs a more focused vi-
sion, a reimagination of 
the near-future, a bold but 
coherent plan, badly.  

What will it be in less 
than two years, when it 
celebrates 100 years 
since the original charter 
was written in 1922 (Ham-
tramck was a village be-
fore that, and a township 
even before that, founded 
in 1798)? 

How about in five years? 
Or 10?

Dreaming of possible 
futures is part of plan-
ning and developing cities, 
small or large. Ideas are 
born of dreams, the best 
rewarded with smart mon-
ey and productive invest-
ments that serve commu-
nity life first and foremost.

Lenz told me “coopera-
tion and collaboration” 
were essential building 
blocks for many of the 
successful projects he’d 
worked on. Adding good or-
ganization, leadership and 
communication to the mix 
greatly improves chances 

of success. 
Can it happen here? 

Sure, why not? Put our 
heads together and dream 
big. The future is an open 
book. What stories will we 
write in it?

--------
During this strange year 

of avoidance and isolation 
I had had plenty of time to 
think about the life of this 
city: what it is now, what it 
can be in the future.

What are its strengths? 
Where is it lacking? What 
can we learn from suc-
cessful other places, es-
pecially those that have 
used simple, progressive, 
cost-effective strategies to 
move themselves forward?

I came up with a list of 
assets and related com-
ments (mine alone) about 
how to best leverage them 
for economic growth, ethi-
cal reparations and im-
proving the overall quality 
of our city life.

For an old, small, dusty 
place, Hamtramck has 
more enviable assets than 
you may think.

Let’s just begin with “lo-
cation, location, location” 
and allow our thoughts to 
roll: 

To paraphrase a market-
ing strategy used by the 
former Motor nightclub 
-- which in the late-1990s 
attracted a high volume of 
dance music patrons from 
across southeastern Mich-
igan to the former Polish 
Falcons of America Nest 
86 hall on Caniff -- “all 
roads lead to Hamtramck.” 

Two major highways, in-
terstates 75 and 94, ei-
ther cut through or are just 
off the city’s perimeter, po-
tentially delivering visitors 

here from all directions. 
The city would be wise to 

take a page from another 
1990s project, an exhibi-
tion by Hamtramck-based 
artists called “Exit 55,” a 
reference to the ramps off 
I-75 that bring motorists 
from the south (leading to 
Holbrook) and the north 
(Caniff).

Location branding and 
more specific signage on 
heavily trafficked roads are 
simple ways to keep Ham-
tramck alive and kicking in 
the public imagination.

Why not, for example, 
partner with state and 
federal authorities on in-
terstate signage alerting 
people to Hamtramck’s 
“Stadium District at Exit 
55,” which includes De-
pression-era Keyworth 
Stadium and the newly-
renamed Norman “Turkey” 
Stearnes Field at Historic 
Hamtramck Stadium?

Another potential partner 
in this marketing scheme 
could be the Detroit City 
Football Club (DCFC), 
which plays championship 
caliber soccer at the reno-
vated Keyworth, packing 
the stands (pre-COVID-19, 
of course) with thousands 
of passionate fans - a vast 
majority of them visitors 
from outside the city - for 
each home game.

The forward-thinking 
DCFC organization is an 
asset unto itself, celebrat-
ing diversity and inclusion, 
standing in support of im-
migrant and LGBTQ rights, 
not to mention actively 
encouraging hungry and 
thirsty fans to participate 
in the local night economy 
after home contests.

Night economy trans-

lates into food and drink 
businesses, naturally, but 
also includes live theater 
(Planet Ant) and movies 
(The Film Lab), both done 
at a high level of innova-
tion and professionalism, 
and widely celebrated in-
dependent rock ‘n’ roll and 
electronic music options.

This aspect of city life 
has been name-checked 
through the preceding 
decades by artists, pro-
moters, journalists and 
discerning fans and audi-
ences. It would be wise for 
the City to use this alterna-
tive lifestyle history in fu-
ture marketing campaigns.

The good health of this 
after dark sector is essen-
tial to the future economy 
of the city. Communities 
across Michigan can now 
allow bar service until 4 
a.m., an extension Ham-
tramck should support 
with vigor. 

It has been said that 
many things of historical 
significance can only hap-
pen at night. Creativity 
finds its light there. People 
with deepened imagina-
tions are attracted to it, 
and thrive there.

Hamtramck has attract-
ed plenty of these distinc-
tive high-value individuals 
and businesses through 
the years. And it must con-
tinue to attract them. 

One sure way is to acti-
vate the night, making cer-
tain to retain Hamtramck’s 
current scruffy charms, 
only staying open later and 
producing the same quality 
of food, drink and variety 
of social experiences as it 
does now.

How to do it even post-
pandemic is still in ques-
tion, with some long stand-
ing night establishments 
likely not to survive the 
deleterious effects of Co-
vid-19, but it is not too 
soon to begin planting 
new seeds for economic 
growth. 

Better quality options, 
borne of healthy competi-
tion and ringing cash regis-
ters, are also welcome.

Doing it all at higher vol-
ume with increased capac-
ity attracting more custom-
ers from across the region 
is the aim.

Some people will not 
come by car but by bicycle 
via the Joe Louis Green-
way, which is literally at the 
city’s doorstep. 

On Jos. Campau, be-
tween Carpenter and just 
north of McNichols, Detroit 
has completed a stretch 
of the long-awaited non-
motorized trail that will 
connect Hamtramck with 
Eastern Market, Wayne 
State and the College for 
Creative Studies, the De-
troit Medical Center and 
downtown (and Corktown, 
Mexicantown and South-
west Detroit farther down 
the road).

It is an important, possi-
bly lucrative, link to these 
nearby Detroit neighbor-
hoods and institutions.

Hamtramck is walk-
able, remains affordable 
(though, yes, cost of living 
here is creeping up, though 
still much less expensive 
than Detroit’s Midtown, 
West Village and other 
desirable nearby neighbor-
hoods) and has opportu-
nities for additional resi-
dential development on 
city- and privately-owned 
lots.

There are still a number 
of “toothless” sections 
of long blocks (from Jos. 
Campau to Lumpkin) on 
the city’s south end. 

A few years ago I did a 
walk around Wyandotte 
for a story for another 
publication. The downriver 
community had planted 
“for sale” signs on vacant 
properties it owned in resi-
dential sections of the city.

To its credit Hamtramck 
has now adopted a simi-
lar policy, hoping to attract 
builders of townhouses 
and other multi-family resi-
dential dwellings.

The city must encour-
age housing that appeals 
to creatives, thinkers and 
doers if it is to survive the 
challenges of the near fu-
ture, attracting people who 
see commuting to DMC, 
WSU, CCS, Eastern Mar-
ket and downtown as a 
reasonable option.

Young professionals and 
empty nesters looking 
for amenities accessed 
by non-motorized means 
-- Hamtramck has always 
been the aforementioned 
“15-minute” community 
now a part of trendy urban 
planning initiatives across 
the country -- should also 
be targets of these mar-
keting strategies.

This City has the primary 
assets it takes to start the 
ball rolling. It needs to use 
them, aggressively, and do 
even more beyond strictly 
dollars and cents develop-
ment.

The City of Southfield, 
as just one example, has 
installed “Black Lives 
Matter” banners on utility 
poles near its Civic Center. 

That’s bold, assertive 
and decisive action letting 
the world know where a 
local government stands 
regarding the single most 
significant social justice 
question of these turbu-
lent times. 

Such actions are attrac-
tive to creative, forward-
thinking commercial and 
residential investors look-
ing for the right location on 
the ethical side of history.

Silence on whether the 
lives of people of color 
matter does little to in-
spire confidence in poten-
tial new residents and pro-
gressive-minded investors.

Hamtramck should be 
among the first communi-
ties in the region to make 
repairs for the racial insen-
sitivity that led to a 50-year 
discrimmination lawsuit 
for an ill-conceived urban 
renewal project hatched in 
the 1960s.   

To be clear, the city must 
be bold: marketing loca-
tion, mobility, diversity, 
inclusivity, reaching for 
ethical modern living stan-
dards; publicly owning and 
correcting past mistakes, 
building a better, more eq-
uitable community of the 
future.

That’s a way forward 
Hamtramck can take, if it 
so desires. Who will ac-
tivate and maintain this 
possible better tomorrow 
remains the question for 
the year ahead.

Walter Wasacz is a Ham-
tramck-based writer, con-
sultant and photographer. 
Follow him on Instagram @
nospectacle
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