“Your Pharmacy Experts”

TALKTO A DOCTOR

Additional Savings on

(313) 871

SavMOR

DRUG STORES
FRD PHARMACY
9811 Conant ¢« Hamtramck

1115

Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm
www.sav-mor.com

OVER 5000

Brand and Generic
Medications

$

Manage Your Meds Anywhere with
the FRD Pharmacy MOBILE APP

Over 500 drugs available.
\ See www.sav-mor.com for details. J

GENERICS
30 DAY SUPPLY*

GENERICS
90-DAY SUPPLY*

anytime, anywhere.
Introducing

My T Health Plus

Unlimited calls to a doctor,
for you and your family.

5149,

www.MTHealthplus.com

Quick Hits

It’s the season
to give

By Alan Madlane

It feels good to give,
doesn't it?

And who couldn’t
stand to feel a little bet-
ter right about now?

Here in the very midst
of this Season of Giving,
with good food and good
cheer flowing in mostly
equal measure, there
are those who need.

And there are those
who help with trying to
address those needs.

Two shining examples
of such Samaritanism
are right here among us
in Hamtramck.

And they could sure
use your help.

Detroit Friendship
House is one of those
organizations. They are a
Baptist-ministered char-
ity that focuses primar-
ily on food distribution
to the needy, especially
through their pantry.

They currently distrib-
ute these edible goods
from their location at
9540 Conant Ave., Tues-
days and Thursdays from
2 to 4 p.m., and Satur-
days from 9 to 11 a.m.

They also  supply
clothes, Christmastime
toys, and more, to the

needy. Take them (or
mail them) a check,
made out to Detroit
Friendship House (9540
Conant Ave., Hamtramck
M| 48212).

Then, there are those
who have advocated for
years for the city’s home-
less cats: HCAT, or Ham-
tramck Cat Assistance
Team. Led by the dynam-
ic duo of Chris Wilinski
and Heide Zdral, they are
unable to do their terrific
fundraising  Christmas

Continued on page 7
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Authentic Polish Food

By Charles Sercombe

You could safely say
that the past year has
been like no other one.

But then again, living in
Hamtramck has always
been a rollercoaster ride.
As we do every year at
this time, we will spend
two weeks looking back
over the highlights of the
year.

This week, we start with
the first six months, Janu-
ary through June.

So grab a cup of coffee
or tea, or whatever your
favorite beverage is, and
buckle your seatbelt.

Let’s take a look:

JANUARY

We started the new year
with the ongoing threat of
Covid hanging over all of
us. In Mayor Karen Ma-
jewski’'s weekly update
on the number of Covid

3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, Ml 48212 - (313) 874-2100
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For example, the post
office on Caniff Ave. had
to close for several days
because their staff was

becoming infected as
well.
What really freaked

people out was the sud-
den removal of a number
of mailboxes, including
two in front of the post of-
fice. That prompted spec-
ulation - proof, some
thought — that the office
was closing.

Not so, said postal au-
thorities. It turned out
that in two separate in-
cidents, reckless drivers
crashed into the boxes. A
shortage of boxes led to
a delay in replacing them,
but new ones were even-
tually installed.

City parks were on the
mind of city officials, who
were seeking public input
into a five-year plan on

The Coronavirus pandemic continued to infect resi-
dents all last year, and it is still with us.

cases in Hamtramck,
there were almost 1,700
known at this time for the
past year-in-a-half.

To illustrate just how
rapid-moving this disease
was and still is, over a
two-week period, the
number of cases rose by
200.

Flash forward to now
December 2021), and we
are almost at 4,000 cas-
es, and there is no sign of
a let-up.

Covid was affecting our
lives in many ways. Be-
sides keeping many of us
in a lockdown, Covid hit
us in all aspects of things
we take for granted.

Beer,
Wine and

both upgrading existing
parks, and creating new
ones.

As it turned out, two
new parks were creat-
ed: Sarah Garrett Park,
on the I-75 service drive
near Caniff, and a pocket
park on Trowbridge.

Although the coronavi-
rus pandemic was still
spreading, Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer allowed schools
to re-open in March for
in-person teaching.

The governor's direc-

tive, however, was not
mandatory.
Hamtramck Public

Schools Superintendent
Jaleelah Ahmed opted to

Spirits

wait.

In a statement on the
district’'s Facebook page,
Ahmed said:

“At Hamtramck Public
Schools, the safety and
well-being of our school
community has been -
and will remain - our top
priority. While we are ea-
ger for students to return
to our buildings, we will
be continuing with virtu-
al learning for all HPS
students out of an abun-
dance of precaution for
our school community.”

District students have
not been in their schools
since the prior March,
when the governor or-
dered all schools to close
because the pandemic
was beginning to spread
aggressively.

Hamtramck said good-
bye to one of the city’s
iconic landmarks: Ham-
tramck Coney.

George Gjokaj had been
manning the grill at Ham-
tramck Coney for the last
46 years.

At the time of his re-
tirement, he was close
to 70 years old although,
to look at him, you would
never have guessed. He
looked at least 20 years
younger. Must have been
something special in
those coney dogs!

The space is still va-
cant, and there was re-
modeling done, but we
still don’'t know what'’s go-
ing to happen there.

In the meantime, we
are getting our coney fix

ban.

The state’s Covid ban
on allowing restaurants
to open was modified to
allow them at no more
than 25 percent capacity,
and to be open only to 10

Pleasantrees maruuana dispensary was the first out-
let to open in Hamtramck. Eventually there would be
a total of four sales outlets here in town.

at Maine Street restau-
rant.

The issue of allowing
recreational marijuana
sales outlets to operate
continued with its up and
down saga.

City  councilmembers
did a reset on banning
marijuana sales outlets,
after receiving a vot-
er-driven petition that

demanded a reconsider-
ation on the matter.

In a complicated move,
the ban was modified to
allow the existing dis-
pensaries to continue to
operate, while preventing

Hamtramck Coney owner George Gjokaj retired af-
ter serving some of the best coneys in the Detroit
area for 46 years at the corner of Jos. Campau and

Evaline.

George said of his deci-
sion to retire:

“It’'s just that time. For-
ty-six years — it’s not a lit-
tle time, it's a lot of time.
| don’t want to be behind
a grill for all my life.”

OFFICIAL PIEROGI

HEADQUARTERS « Jalapeno Pierogi

any new licenses from be-
ing issued.

Hamtramck eventual-
ly had four dispensaries
open, with some of them
already in the works at
the time of the modified

p.m.

Slowly, things came
back to “normal” during
the year, despite the in-
creasing number of cas-
es.

FEBRUARY

In a messy move, the
city council, at first voted
to allow voters to decide
on whether to approve a
special tax to pay for po-
lice and fire pensions.

But there was a mis-
read of how the vote when
down — never mind the
sloppy details. The up-
shot was that the council
rejected allowing the bal-
lot proposal to go forward
and to this day, the city
continues to burn through
its budget surplus to pay
for those pensions and
other expenses.

The city administration
warned that without the
tax, it is likely the city will
default on its pension
payments, which means
it will end up in court.

And if the past is any
guide, a judge will order a
special tax to be put on
property taxes to pay for
the pensions.

So, brace yourself
homeowners: one way or
another, you will be pay-

Continued on page 2

et ‘Q" « Cheeseburger Pierogi

BANQUET HALL 2934 Yemans * Hamtramck ¢ 313-873-8432

and CATERING

www.polonia-restaurant.net Find Us on Facebook!

o Zapiekanki
(Polish Pizza)

e Czarnina




ing.

Road repairs in Ham-
tramck got a major shot
in the arm.

The roads north and
south of GM’s renamed
Factory Zero (informally
known as the Poletown
Plant) will be repaved,
thanks to a Michigan De-
partment of Transporta-

Hamtramck Review

tion grant for $6 million,
plus the City of Detroit
kicking in $5.7 million.

The total for the project
comes to over $11 mil-
lion.

GM recently renamed
the plant Factory Zero, to
both reflect the new tech-
nology being installed
there, and the new line of

Phone (313) 874-2100

The year 2021 Was a year Of Changeo e o Continued from front page

electric-fueled cars to be
produced.

GM plans, in the next
several years, to manu-
facture 40 percent of its
cars to be battery-pow-
ered.

For the second year in
a row, Paczki Day wasn’t
what it usually is.

The blame? COVID, of

Srﬂdﬁk.s'

‘ Quallty Polish Feod ‘

1 If
W EsT e |

Chustmas
Wesclych
Swiat

OVER 40 TYPES OF PIEROGI, SMOKED AND FRESH KIELBASA, USZKA,
DRIED POLISH MUSHROOMS, PLUS MUCH MORE! FAMILY OWNED AND
OPERATED FOR OVER 36 YEARS!

“THE BEST POLISH DELI.. THE BEST PIEROGI EVER.”
ANDREW ZIMMERN FROM TRAVEL CHANNEL'S BIZARRE FOODS

Sterling Heights, MI 48310

(3 13) 871-8080 Call for extended hours
Hamtramck Hours: Mon-Thur: 8am-6pm,
Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm

NEW LOCATION!
40211 Mound Rd.

586-250-9090 Call for Hours
www.Srodek.com
9601 Jos Campau St.
Hamtramck, MI 48212

A wide variety of meats and imported groceries!
Stop in and see for yourself! Made fresh daily on our premises.
Our own Homemade Polish Kielbasa, 5 different types of Smoked Kielbasa

We have homemade Farmers Cheese, Sauerkraut, Pickles, Fresh Ground Horse-
radish, Mushroom Uszka, and Pure Honey!

WE SHIP

OUR HOMEMADE

Krakowska
Canadian Bacon/Poledwica
Cottage Ham/Baleron
Smoked Spare Ribs/Zeberka
Blood Sausage/Kiszka
Smoked Bacon/Boczek

Jellied Pigs Feet/Zimne Nogi
Baked Liver Sausage/Pasztet
Head Cheese/Salceson

(4 Types)
Smoked Kielbasa (5 Types)
Crepes/Nalesniki

NATIONWIDE! 3

0

Pickle Soup, Czarnina and
many more...

Potato Dumplings/Kopytka

Fresh Polish Kielbasa/

Biala Kielbasa

Thurs., Dec. 23 8am-5pm e Christmas Eve Dec. 24, 8am-3pm
Closed Christmas Day e Closed Sunday, Dec. 26 & Mon., Dec. 27.

course.

This year’'s party was
scaled back because the
state has imposed strict
guidelines on how bars
and restaurants could
operate, in an effort to
reduce the spread of the
disease. Bars and restau-
rants could still only oper-
ate at a maximum of no
more than 25 percent oc-
cupancy.

Paczki Day was also
hit with another setback:
a massive dumping of
snow the day before, and
then bitter cold settling
in. No matter, the holiday
went on — sort of.

It looks like that this
year, the party will be in
full swing. We'll pay for
the first round of Jezy.

Hamtramck public
schools were getting
ready to welcome back
students.

But it would be done
only a few students at a
time, starting March 2.

The  School Board
agreed to what was called
a “Reconfirmation Plan.”

That plan allowed for
opening classrooms first
to students who were
just learning the English
language, then expanding

Closed
Sunday

PLACE YOUR

9833 Jos. Campau

Downtown Hamtramck

ww.NewPaIaceBakery com
ng in Polish and European Style Baking Bread, Cakes,
s, Pies & Pastries, Wedding & Birthday Cakes

CHRISTMAS ORDER!

Angel Wings (Chrusciki), Kolaczki, Assorted Coffee Cakes,
Rolls (Poppy, Almond, Walnut), Assorted Babkas and Honey Babkas,
Kremowka (Pope’s favorite), Assorted Christmas Cookies, Jajecznica
(Holiday Egg Bread with Raisins), Chalkas (Egg Bread with Raisins), ‘
Mazurka (Rasperry & Pineapple)

Don't Forgey
K OUr Fayorig
Owalskj Meats
for the
Olidays)

1 3-875-1334

current on any changes.

Rana Faraj
Hamtramck City Clerk

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
CITY OF HAMTRAMCK

The City of Hamtramck is holding a Public Hearing on Tuesday, January 11, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom to
receive comments from the public on the following topics:

The City Council will hold a public hearing for the purpose of an Honorary Naming of Winfield
Street between Evaline and Yemans Street as Mayor Karen Majewski, PhD. Street

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83006326532

Meeting ID: 830 0632 6532

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcBgODX2u

Please note: In person City Council meetings are to be announced. Please check BoardDocs to stay

Full and complete text of the changes is available on the City of Hamtramck’s website through Boarddocs.
The public is invited to view and comment on the amendment during the Public Hearing or to make
written comments before 4pm January 11, 2022 to the City Clerk at Rfaraj@hamtramckcity.com.

to special education stu-
dents. About 85 percent
of Hamtramck students
live in households where
English is not first lan-
guage spoken.

Friday, December 24, 2021

ter Commission. That
commission successfully
produced the city’s cur-
rent charter, which updat-
ed the city’s original char-
ter that was, at that point,

Paczkl Day was subdued this year, mainly because of
the ongoing spread of Covid.

Hamtramck’'s plan to
begin replacing uneven
and cracked sidewalks hit
a snag.

A majority of the city
council rejected a pro-
posal by the city admin-
istration to hire the city’s
engineering firm, Hen-
nessey, to identify which
sidewalks need to be re-
placed.

Hamtramck has not had
a citywide program for 10
or more years, back to
when officials targeted
sidewalk slabs that had
become upended by tree
roots.

That council majority
which rejected the pro-
posal did so because
of one thing: the cost to
property owners.

It was estimated that it
would cost $175 per side-
walk slab, which home-
owners would then have
been responsible for.

Later in the year, the
council agreed to start
a modified program that
would be funded by the
city.

MARCH

Longtime city  offi-
cial Robert Zwolak suc-
cumbed to pancreatic
cancer, dying at age 79.

Mr. Zwolak was a for-
mer city clerk, city coun-
cilmember, and he also
served on the City Char-

decades old.

He was an outspoken
critic of government offi-
cials, and a fierce watch-
dog on how taxpayers’
money was spent.

Mr. Zwolak was a regu-
lar attendee at city coun-
cil meetings, often having
a better attendance re-

Robert Zwolak

cord than some elected
officials.

Covid struck again. This
time it was the cancel-
ation of the annual Ham-
tramck Music Fest.

In an announcement
about the cancelation of
this year’'s festival, orga-
nizers said, on their Face-
book page:

“Once it is safe and
healthy to be with one
another again in large
gatherings, we will restart
plans for the next amazing
music festival, all while
keeping in line with our

Continued on page 3

This week at the Library ...

December 24, 2021

Merry Making Idea Kit: You are invit-
ed to take advantage of hoopla’s curated
Merry Making idea kit. Enjoy cooking
and crafting recipes, holiday music and
movies and more. Check it all out by vis-
iting  https://gomidwesttape.com/merry-
making and have yourselves a very merry
time.

Checkers Library TV: The latest epi-
sode of Checkers TV is devoted to New
Year celebrations. Visit our website
(www.hamtrmck.lib.mi.us) and click on
Checkers Library TV under the Programs
tab.

Pick up a copy of the book: How have
we evolved as a species and what do these
changes mean for us today? Authors and
evolutionary biologists, Heather Heying &
Bret Weinstein, explore the layers of our
humanity in their new book “A Hunter
Gatherer’s Guide to the 21st Century”.
Join us on Friday January 21st to share
your thoughts about what these authors
propose.

Maintenance Break: The Library will be
performing equipment maintenance and
collection updates from December 27 to
December 30, 2021. During those days,

we will be closed to the public. We apol-
ogize for the inconvenience.

Richard Kipling: This British poet,
novelist, short story writer, best known for
his children’s stories such as the “Jungle
Book” was born on December 30, 1865 in
Bombay, India.

First Light Bulb: On December 31,
1879, Thomas Edison provided the first
public demonstration of his electric incan-
descent lamp at his laboratory in Menlo
Park, New Jersey.

First U.S. Bank of North America:
Confederate Congress granted a charter to
the first bank in December 31, 1879.

ESL Classes: There is a winter break for
the ESL classes from December 20, 2021
to January 3, 2022.

Current Library Operating Services: -
Present level of services provides for book

pick-ups, copying, printing, faxing, scan-
ning, limited use of computers (with prop-
er distancing) and limited stay in the li-
brary (with proper distancing). To print
files ahead of time please send attach-

ments for printing to hamtramcklibrary@

gmail.com. Face masks are recommended.

Library is located at 2360 Caniff Avenue, Phone (313) 733-6822
Or visit its website at http://hamtramck. Lib.mi.us for on line catalog

Attachments for printing, faxing or scanning send to
hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com
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mission to raise funds to
purchase equipment and
supplies for Hamtramck
Public School’'s Music
and Arts Programs.”

The festival typically
attracts thousands of
music lovers, and takes
place in over a dozen
bars, halls, restaurants,
and even in the public li-
brary.

For many bars, this fes-
tival represents a huge
money-maker that can
tide them over for the
whole year.

As mentioned, the fes-
tival also benefits the
public school district.

In previous years, the
festival has donated
roughly $10,000 worth
of supplies each year to
the public school district.

There’'s been no word
yet on plans for this year.

The recreational mari-
juana business proved to
be a major money-maker
in the state.

And Hamtramck was
in line to receive a mi-
nor windfall in taxes and
fees from the city’s three
operating dispensaries.
That would be to the
tune of $28,000 per out-
let — or, in other words,
$84,000.

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Treasury issued
a report on how much
money was distributed to
the 38 communities and
counties that host mari-
juana dispensaries.

According to the press
release:

“For the state of Mich-
igan’s 2020 fiscal year,
more than $31 million
was collected from the
10% adult-use marijua-
na excise tax. Combined
with fees, there was a to-
tal of $45.7 million avail-
able for distribution from
the fund.”

Michigan schools are
also getting a piece of
the financial pie - make
that a piece of a gummy.

“Aside from the nearly
$10 million in disburse-
ments to municipalities
and counties, around
$11.6 million will be sent
to the School Aid Fund
for K-12 education, and
another $11.6 million to
the Michigan Transporta-
tion Fund, upon appropri-
ation,” the press release
said.

Hamtramck Mayor Kar-
en Majewski welcomed
the additional revenue,
especially since the city
administration  recently
presented a devastating
financial picture for the
city over the next several
years.

“I'm taking this as an
indication of what we can
expect next year, and it's
very encouraging,” the
mayor told The Review.

Hamtramck, like doz-
ens of communities in
Michigan, was in line to
receive a financial shot
in the arm.

The federal government
had announced a special
stimulus package for cer-

The Hamtramck Music Fest had to bow out in March
because of — you guessed it — Covid.

tain communities, and
Hamtramck was set to
receive $2.1 million.

But that amount won’t
go far.

City Manager Kathy An-
gerer said it will be spent
on shoring up budget
shortfalls that are due
to COVID’s impact on the
economy.

“This is going to be

ganized, illustrated with
photos, and just plain
fascinating.

This is his 10th book
about Hamtramck.

The city council hit a re-
set on sidewalk repaving,
and came up with a new
plan.

The council initially
rejected a comprehen-
sive citywide sidewalk

The Hamtramck

High School boys basketball team

racked up a winning season but fell short of a cham-

pionship.

backfill,” she said.

And by that, she meant
that the city saw a dras-
tic downturn in revenue
from property and in-
come taxes, as well as
what comes yearly from
the GM Poletown plant —
amounting to a projected
loss of almost $2 million
to the city’s budget.

“This  barely helps
make up what we lost,”

Greg Kowalski

Angerer said.

Greg Kowalski, Ex-
ecutive Director of the
Hamtramck Historical
Museum and a prolific
author sometimes fondly
referred to as “The Hem-
ingway of Hamtramck,”
had yet another city-
themed book out, and
this one was a dilly.

“Murder in Hamtramck:
Historic Crimes of Pas-
sion & Coldblooded Kill-
ings” was released in
mid-February. It covers
some of the more sen-
sational such crimes
from between 1884 and
1978 (Kowalski cuts the
book off there, out of def-
erence to any potential
relatives, friends or sur-
vivors of any more-recent
violence), and is well-or-

repair proposal because
the cost of the repaving
would have been passed
on to property owners.

It was rejected on the
grounds that COVID had
already caused much
economic stress on many
households. In other
words, many homeown-
ers were already broke.

So, instead of begin-
ning a citywide plan, the
council opted for a much
smaller plan that will be
funded by a state road
repair grant that the
city receives each year.
Homeowners will not
be charged for sidewalk
slabs that are replaced.

The new plan will
spend $100,000 from
this grant, and will cover
only a small portion of
the city.

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972 ‘=
Best quality for the
best prices.

Walk-Ins Welcome!

Call for Hours

9517 Jos. Campau * Hamtramck
586-879-8058 Call for Appt.

APRIL

Hamtramck took its first
step in meeting a housing
shortage.

For the first time in de-
cades, the city began sell-
ing off its empty lots.

A first batch of 80 lots
were put up for auction,
with the understanding

that the purchaser must
build either a single-fam-
ily housing unit, or else
multiple-family  housing
units.

The minimum bids for
each of the lots started
at $10,000.

There were some
strings attached to the
offer: You had to be able
to provide financial proof
that you could afford to
develop the lot(s), and
also then get the city’s
approval for your housing
design.

Developers had a year
to show that a develop-

It’s Time to Pray,

Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Sunday, December 26 - Mass at 9:00 am
Solemnity of Humble Shepherds

Dec. 24 - Vigil of Nativity of our Lord Holy Mass 9 am
Shepherds Mass (Pasterka) Midnight
Dec. 25 — Christmas Day - Solemnity of Nativity
of our Lord Holy Mass 9am
Dec. 27 - Solemnity of Saint John, Apostle &
Evangelist-Blessing of Wine 7 pm
Dec. 28 — Observance of Holy Innocents, Martyrs
Holy Mass 7 pm
Dec. 31 — Solemnity of Holy Family Holy Mass 10 am
Jan. 1 - Solemnity of Circumcision of our Lord
Holy Mass 10 am

We are an Active
Parish Serving the
Community

Celebrating 99 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
ment is indeed underway, 2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck e Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
or else the city would re- 313-365-0218 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

claim the lot. W oL

After March Mad-
ness gripped the nation,
the Hamtramck Public
Schools community had
its own taste of hoops
mania with the success
of the Hamtramck High
School boys and girls
basketball teams.

Both squads had ex-

Continued on page 5

CITY OF HAMTRAMCK, MICHIGAN
ORDINANCE 164

The city council of the City of Hamtramck on December 14, 2021
adopted Ordinance 2021-07 addressing floodplain management
provisions of the state construction code.

An ordinance to designate an enforcing agency to discharge the
responsibility of the City of Hamtramck located in Wayne County,
and to designate regulated flood hazard areas under the
provisions of the State Construction Code Act, Act No, 230 of the
Public Acts of 1972, as amended.

This ordinance shall take effect after its passage, approval, and
publication in accordance to law.

Enacted: December 14, 2021
Published: December 24, 2021
Rana Faraj, City Clerk

¢ Tortes
* Honey or Rum Babka
¢ Assorted Cookies

e Chrusciki

e Kolackzi

¢ Halka

¢ Almond, Poppy Seed & Walnut Rolls
* Cheesecakes

HOLIDAY HOURS
Closed Sunday,
Dec. 12
Sun., Dec. 19
9am-3pm
Wed., Dec. 22
8am-5pm
Thurs., Dec. 23
8am-5pm
Christmas Eve
8am-3pm

! ! Closed Dec. 25 & 26
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The year 2021 was a year of change...

tremely successful
seasons, despite fac-
ing restrictions and ev-
erchanging circumstanc-
es due to the pandemic.
The boys’ team finished

paved.

Along the way, houses
and buildings got new wa-
ter lines to replace the old
lead lines.

The rebuilding went

The repaving of Caniff Ave., from the I-75 service
drive to Jos. Campau, began.

the regular season with a
nine-game winning streak,
and locked up the Mich-
igan Metro Athletic Con-
ference (MMAQC) title — its
first title in 15 years.

The HPS girls’ team also
had an impressive sea-
son, finishing the year 9-5,
with major wins against
River Rouge, Ecorse, and
Harper Woods.

First came the rebuild-
ing of Holbrook.

In April, it was Caniff’'s
turn.

Work crews began re-
placing sewer lines at
Caniff and Lumpkin.

After the sewer lines
were replaced, the street
was torn up and then re-

from the I-75 service drive
up to Jos. Campau.

It was funded mostly
through a federal grant.
The city had to also kick in
$300,000 from its annual
state road repair grant.

The total cost was $1.5
million.

Hamtramck Public
School students returned
to in-person classroom
learning, although the ini-
tial date to return had to
be pushed back a couple
of weeks because of an-
other spike in Covid cas-
€es.

Students and teachers
were required to wear
masks while in school.
School desks were also

spaced apart, to keep
students from being too
close to each other.

Students had been
learning virtually at home
for several months. A

number of parents com-
plained that learning at
home was not working out
as intended.

An opinion article on
modeldmedia.com stirred
up a heated discussion
on Hamtramck’s social
media.

against the department
for racial matters and
assaults, the city would
be better off with “a civil-
ian-led organization with
unarmed first responders
trained in de-escalation
(community solutions
workers).”

Garrett, who lives in
Hamtramck, also pointed
out that the police depart-
ment is the largest ex-
pense in the city’s budget,
about $4 million, and that

City Clerk August Gitschlag announced he was tak-

ing a new job.

The article was titled
“Hamtramck does not
need a police depart-
ment. Replacing the ma-
jority-white police force
with unarmed resident re-
sponders would be a step
into the future.”

The author, Elizabeth
Garrett, went on to say
that, because of the lack
of racial and ethnic diver-
sity, and past lawsuits

the city is facing a finan-
cial crisis.

On the Facebook page
called “I love Hamtramck,”
reaction to the article was
immediate.

Karen Plochinski, the
moderator of the site, said
not only was she opposed
to the idea, but the article
had several factual errors.

“I believe this to be the
worst article ever posted
by modelD,” she said, in
part.

In election news, Mayor
Karen Majewski decided

!

Mayor-elect Amer Ghallb

to seek another term. She
would go on to survive the
primary election, but in the
end would be defeated by
newcomer Amer Ghalib in
the November election.

Ghalib is now the first Ye-
meni-American to become
mayor in Hamtramck, and
may possibly be the first
in the nation.

The Hamtramck Public
School District announced
big plans on how it would
spend its portion of Pres-
ident Biden’s COVID-19
relief bill.

About $35 million worth

of plans.
It would all come from
President Biden’s first

$1.9 trillion financial aid
package, some of which
was carved out for schools
across the nation.

The school district ap-
proved plans on to how
spend the financial aid
coming to HPS.

High on the to-do list in-
cluded: installing air con-
ditioning and heating sys-
tems, and new windows,

for the district's mostly
very old school buildings.

The city recorded its first
homicide of the year.

On Saturday (April 24),
around 4 p.m., gunshots
were heard in the area of
Conant and Commor.

When officers arrived,
they found a man who had
already died from gunshot
wounds.

According to one wit-
ness who contacted The
Review, the body was
found on the sidewalk.

According to Police Chief
Anne Moise, witnhesses
saw a suspect flee from
the area in a light-colored
vehicle.

There was speculation
in the community, via so-
cial media, on whether
the shooting was related
to the shootings of two
men the day before, on
Friday, on Hasse St. in the
Detroit neighborhood just
east of Jayne Park, which
neighbors Hamtramck.

One of the two men in
that shooting also died.

City Clerk August
Gitschlag announced he
was leaving his job here
and taking on the role of
city clerk for the City of
Clawson.

Gitschlag is well-known
in town and, for many res-
idents, had been the face
of the city — at least when
they come to city hall.

“There is not a single
City Clerk in the State of
Michigan who has the ex-

Continued on page 6

Solemn Midnight Mass

Friday, December 24 ....
Family Mass.........c.ccovuene.

As the church bells ring proclaiming the birth of Christ we at

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Parish

wish you a Merry Christmas and for the coming New Year -
health, happiness and prosperity.

Pastor Fr. Janusz Ilwan and Parish Staff
Christmas Season 2021
3851 Prescott, Hamtramck, Mi 48212

313-891-1520

. of Apostles,
Saturday, December 25...................... Christmas Day | A century of Faith
Mass in Polish/ENglish............cccveerrreinesesesesenessesesnennses 9:30am and Community
- 184 pages of
Saturday, January 1, 2022................ New Year’s Day Parish history
. \ + Photographs and
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God................. 5:30pm (English) memories

(Not a Holy Day of Obligation this year)

Sunday, January 2, 2022........... Epiphany of the Lord
MaSS ....cccvrrererernererannens 8:00am (English) and 9:30am (Polish)
Blessed chalk and incense available

Christmas Eve Vigil
4pm (English)
12:00 am (English/Polish)
(Preceded by the singing of Christmas Carols at 11:30pm)

Our Lady Queen

- $35 (plus $5 S&H)
Email or call the
Parish at
313-891-1520 for
more info on how to
purchase the book.

The Hamtramck Review Published every Friday
3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, Ml 48212 Phone: 313-874-2100 Fax: 313-874-2101

www.hamtramckreview.com -
(248) 866-1110 -
Editor: Charles Sercombe

Sales Manager: Dave Sweet

Publisher: John Ulaj -

email news@thehamtramckreview.com
julaj@thehamtramckreview.com

Office Manager: Jean Ingenthron

Copy Editor: Alan Madlane

This newspaper is not responsible for mistakes in advertising beyond the cost of the space involved.

FUNERAL DIRECTORY

When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home

MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR
2396 Caniff at Brombach | 313-363-9600
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The year 2021 was a year of change... cumemonme:

periences that | have had
here, and | am a better
public servant as a re-
sult,” he said in his resig-
nation letter, submitted to
City Manager Kathy Anger-
er.

Gitschlag was clerk for
seven years, and during
those years there had
been a number of stormy
council meetings, with
some members yelling
at each other, and others
walking out of meetings.

Two Detroit teens were
arrested in connection
with a bomb threat at
Hamtramck High School.

Hamtramck Police Chief
Anne Moise released this

WESOLYCH SWIAT! MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Holy Cross Parish
Polish National Catholic Church

OUR 99th ANNIVERSARY
2311 Pulaski Street,
Hamtramck, MI 48212-2940
Rectory Phone: 313-365-0218
No sing-a-along before midnight mass
www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Very Rev. Jaroslaw A. Nowak, Pastor

Friday, Dec. 24th

Saturday, Dec. 25th

nday, Dec. 26th

Monday, Dec. 27th

announcement:

“Thanks to the hard
work of Hamtramck Police
Detectives and the great
work and partnership
with  Hamtramck Public
Schools, | am relieved to
report that two male ju-
veniles from Detroit were
identified and arrested
today as being involved in
the bomb threat that was
called in to Hamtramck
High School yesterday.”

The Michigan State
Police bomb squad was
called in to help investi-
gate. A police dog trained
in detecting bombs
walked through the school
and around the outside of

building, as well as around
the community center next
door to the school.

Police Chief Anne Moise
said that nothing was ulti-
mately found.

MAY

A city parking lot on Can-
iff Ave. finally got some at-
tention.

The lot, at McDougall,
had long been filled with
potholes, and probably
had not been repaved
since it was constructed
who-knows-how-many de-
cades ago.

The repaving was part of
an ongoing alley repaving

Vigil of the Nativity of Our Lord

9:00 a.m. Holy Mass

12 Mid - Shepherds Mass (Pasterka)
Christmas Day Solemnity of Nativity of Our Lord

9:00 a.m. - Holy Mass

Solemnity of Humble Shepherds

9:00 a.m. - Holy Mass

Solemnity of Saint John, Apostle & Evangelist
7:00 pm Holy Mass (Blessing of Wine)

~ Serving the Hamtramck Community ~

project that the city has
been undertaking for the
past few years.

Alleys that were
paved:

re-

police officers involved for
fear that some officers
would use that as an ex-
cuse to harass minorities.

Perrotta resigned after

t-.lai‘l.‘ T
'-}
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The display of a pride flag in front of city hall drew

criticism.

- West of Jos Campau
between Belmont St. and
Yemans St.

+ West of Conant be-
tween Trowbridge St. and
Belmont St.

+ West of Conant be-
tween Belmont St. and
Yemans St.

+ West of Conant be-

tween Yemans St. and
Evaline St.
The repaving project

cost $440,000.

In a second attempt to
address the street ha-
rassment of women, the
city council agreed to a
resolution that took the
police department out of
the equation.

Former Councilmember
lan Perrotta initially of-
fered a resolution to ad-
dress.

Several women object-
ed to Perrotta’s resolution
because they did not want

WAYNE COUNTY TREASURER'S OFFICE

L

Ry E(H!r;-,_

Interest Reduction Stipulated
Payment Agreement (IRSPA)

This payment plan reduces the interest rate

frorn 18% to &% for eligible taxpayers. To sign

up, you must own and live in your home, and

have a Principal Residence Exemption (PRE)
and ID that proves residency.

Stipulated Payment
Agreement (SPA)

Available to everybody, this plan allows a
taxpayer to pay taxes pursuant to a payment
schedule. The plan will avoid foreclosure
provided that payments are submitted per

Property tax péyment plans
are available now!

Distressed Owner Occupant
Extension (DOOE)

This program is not available to everyone. |If you

own and live in the property, and are suffering

financial hardship you may qualify for this

program. Proof of ownership, occupancy, and
hardship are required.

Pay As You Stay Payment
Agreement (PAYSPA)

Only for those who have first applied for their local
municipality's Poverty Tax Exemption (PTE) and
received an approval. Once notified by your local
Assessor's office and deemed eligible, our office
will mail you a notification letter with your
Reduced Amount Due. You will have the option of

his resolution was post-
poned — accusing his fel-
low councilmembers of
being “all dicks and no
balls.”

This time around, Coun-
cilmember Fadel Al-Mar-
soumi offered a version
that would offer training
for city officials, employ-

ment said proper proce-
dure was followed, there
were some in the com-
munity who called for the
hiring of social workers to
deal with such matters.

About 50 people gath-
ered in Zussman Park to
protest the ongoing clash
between lIsraelis and Pal-
estinians.

There had been world-
wide protest over Israel’s
bombing of buildings in
the Gaza Strip in the name
of eradicating Hamas.

The lIsraeli government
says that the targeted
bombings began after
Hammas first started
bombing Israeli cities.

JUNE

For the first time ever,
city officials recognized
June as “Pride Month.”

But later in the month,
there were protests over
a proposal to fly the gay
pride flag on the city’s flag-
pole in Zussman Park. The

ees, and residents of flag was displayed, but the
Hamtramck. issue evolved into a cam-
That amended reso-

paign issue in the council

Re5|dents gathered in Zussman Park to protest the
treatment of Palestinians.

lution was unanimously
passed.

Some of the women
who initially rejected the
wording of Perrotta’s reso-
lution praised the council.

“It's really awesome to
see this body taking seri-
ously community voices,”
said Kit Parks.

Speaking of police offi-
cers, Hamtramck’s police
department came under
criticism over three offi-
cers’ handling of a men-
tally disturbed man in Vet-
erans Park.

Although the depart-

John Ulaj

and mayoral elections.

A Hamtramck woman
and a Detroit-based voting
rights organization filed a
lawsuit in federal court,
saying that the city failed
to provide accurate Ben-
gali-language translations
in the 2020 elections.

The matter was eventu-
ally resolved, and a new
translation was agreed
on.

Well, that does it for the
first six months of 2021.
Come back next week for
Part Two.

HUD Certified |

Commercial

Broker/Owner

the agreed upon schedule.

Many of these plans are
available online at
treasurer.waynecounty.com!

The final date to enter into a payment plan wil be March 14, 2022,
and the last day to pay your forfeited taxes will be March 31, 2022.

For more information email WCTOPaymentPlans@waynecounty.com or call (313) 224-5990.

paying a lump sum (additional 10% off) or
enrolling into a PAYSPA.

A HUD Certified

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Drowning in Mortgage Debt?
I Can Help... I buy properties in
| as-is condition for CASH!

Agent

Looking to buy single &

multi-family dwellings - CASH!
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PROPERTIES « REAL
FLATS FOR RENT FOR RENT FOR SALE

11413 Joseph Campau,
1 BR, living room, kitch-
en, full bathroom, wash-
er/dryer, 1 or 2 adults, no
pets, free heat + water,
$750 mo., $1000 depos-
it, Nick, 313-402-4488.
12/17

ROOM
FOR RENT

Room for rent, utilities in-
cluded, no pets, 313-290-
1095. 12/24

12619 Charest, Detroit,
2 br., also 13141 Cha-
rest, 313-399-1579. 12/24

Advertisers should check their ad following first publication. The
newspaper shall not be liable for failure to publish an ad, for a

typographic error or errors in publication except to the extent of
the cost of the ad for the first day’s insertion. Adjustments for
errors is limited to the cost of that portion of the ad wherein the
error occurred. We reserve the right to classify, revise or reject any
classified advertisement.

Hamtramck Review
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. Place an
~Ad in
~ The Review

Polonia Restaurant now
hiring kitchen & wait staff,
Great, fun environment.
Experience preferred,
2935 Yemans, Ham-
tramck, contact Andrew
313-873-8432. 12/31

HELP
WANTED

Sales representative, Ex-
cel computer person, dry-
wall installer/handyman,
313-434-9759. 1/7

Deadline for classifieds

for next

week is

Thursday at Noon

Call (313)
to place your ad

HEATING & COOLING
We Repair & Install

e Furnaces
e Boilers

Heating & Syslems
e Air Conditioners ——
e Li d & d
E5 Financing Avalisbist Y HATEVER

Ask for Details

EA&E HEATING &

COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964
11653 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

PAINTING

IN“VINCE'ABLE PAINTING
Interior / Exterior & Power Washing

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BROTHERS
HANDYMAN
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS
Interior * Exterior
TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

* Handyman Services * Roof Repairs
* Sidings & Gutters *+ Chimney Work ¢ Porches
Ask for Frank

SR

FREE
ESTIMATES

Senior Discount 10%

874-2100

PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

Serving our community for over
100 years since 1904.
* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA

PLUMBING & HEATING
(313) 365-8630

12-31-21

Celebrating
52 Years of
Service!

(313)371-3766

(586) 649-6300
% Fast Same Day Service %

"""""""""" i 10% DISCOUNT
! Off Labor on Any Plumbing,
! Heating, Air Conditioning or Sewer

1 Cleaning Job, Installation or Repair.
! Not valid with any other offer.

Must present coupon at time of estimate.
With coupon. Expires 12-31-21.

Furnace & Drain 40 Gallon Hot
Boilers, Heating . Water Tank
ar <2k Cleaning

Starting at

*225

Must present coupon at time of estimate.
With coupon. Expires 12-31-21.

Conditioning -
Freon Recharge
Sewer & Drain
Cleaning

*1475

Must present coupon at time of estimate.
With coupon. Expires 12-31-21.

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —
Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units
www.HeaneyPlumbing.com §

Proudly Serving
Hamtramck Since 1969
Licensed & Insured

Advertise Your Business in the
Service Directory Call (313) 874-2100

Phone (313) 874-2100 7

com page and make a
donation if you can. Help
them by promoting them
as a tax-deductible option
to other cat lovers you
may know.

You'll feel as warm and
fuzzy as the Kitties they
help so very much.

Quick Hits

Cont. from front page

spaghetti dinner this year
(COVID, what else), so
their need is greater than
ever.

Go to their GoFundMe.

Coming Events

FISH FRY — The Moose Lodge, 9421 Conant Ave.,
is once again offering a fish fry dinner on the first
and third Fridays, 2-7 p.m. Call (313) 871-9115
or (313) 753-2026 to place your order. Free de-
livery for seniors living in Hamtramck.

SUNDAY, Jan. 2, 12:30 p.m. — The swearing into
office of the new Hamtramck mayor and three city
councilmembers, at the Hamtramck High School
Community Center, 11350 Charest. Masks are
strongly encouraged.

MONDAY, Jan. 17, 9-11:30 a.m. — MLK 24th
Annual Prayer Breakfast, sponsored by the Con-
cerned Women of Hamtramck, $20 for adults,

$15 seniors and students, Hamtramck Commu-
nity Center, 11350 Charest St.

G N ilotzerides

PELAK
=] Michael

| Pelak  “Tur-
tle,” 67, died
December
19, 2021.

Mr. Pelak passed away
at his home in Ham-
tramck, Michigan.

Michael was born on
March 31, 1954, in De-
troit, Michigan to John
and Angeline (Bierzynski).
He grew up in Detroit, at
Chene Street and Med-
bury, and was the 10th of
14 children.

Everyone who knows
Michael, knows him bet-
ter as Turtle, a nickname
given to him by his father
because he walked so
slow. Turtle met the love
of his life, Ingrid “Inky”
(Mokrzan) when he was
17 years old. They mar-
ried on June 26, 1981,
and raised their three chil-
dren Michael, Kimberly,
and Lisa in Hamtramck.

Turtle was a fixture in
Hamtramck, owning and
operating a successful
tire business “Turtle’s
Tires” and later a bar,
lovingly named “Inky and
Turtle’'s” for many years.
The bar became a gath-
ering place for family,
friends, and the neighbor-
hood. Turtle could usually
be seen ending the night
with a dance with his
best girl. Turtle will be re-
membered as a kind and
generous man who gave
to those in need, a man
of faith, a good friend to
so0 many and above all a
man who loved his wife
deeply and his children
and grandchildren uncon-
ditionally.

He is lovingly remem-
bered by his wife, Ingrid
Pelak (Hamtramck); his
son, Michael (Marie);
his daughters Kimberly
Pelak and Lisa (Martin)
Tokarski;  grandchildren,

Alyssa Pelak, Tyler Pelak,
Lilliana Pelak, Andrew To-

karski and Daniella Tokar-
ski; sisters, Joann, Kathy
(Philip) Reggio-Pelak;
brothers, John (Gilda),
Daniel, James (Michelle),
Philip (Pammie) and Jo-
seph.

Turtle is preceded in
death by his parents,
John and Angeline; broth-
ers, Thomas, Edward (Le-
ona); sisters, Carol (Jim)
Novak, Barbara Jean,
Lorraine, and Christine
(Pete) Silisavage.

Mr. Pelak’s funeral Mass
was Wednesday, Decem-
ber 22, 2021, at St Hy-
acinth Catholic Church,
3151 Farnsworth, Detroit
Ml 48211. Interment was
at Mount Olivet Cemetery,
17100 Van Dyke, Detroit
Ml 48234,

In lieu of flowers, please
make donations in Mi-
chael's name to St. Hya-
cinth Catholic Church in De-
troit. Arrangements were
entrusted to Jurkiewicz &
Wilk Funeral Home.

POPOVSKI

lice Billy
Popovski,
41, died De-
cember 17,
2021.

Mr. Popovski was the
son of Goce and Sana;
brother of Pece Popovski.
lice is also survived by
many aunts, uncles, cous-
ins, nieces and nephews
that live in Macedonia.
lice was born in Detroit
and raised in Hamtramck.
He enjoyed spending time
with family and friends
and loved listening to mu-
sic. He will now be reunit-
ed with his grandparents

in Heaven. llce will for-
ever be missed but never
forgotten.

Visitation Thursday, De-
cember 23, 2021 from 2
— 6 PM with services at 3
PM. At Jurkiewicz & Wilk
Funeral Home, 2396 Can-
iff, Hamtramck.
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& Lal' ¢ Cheese Pizza

To])pmé,s addltumal

*202?

+ tax
All Day

11401 JOSEPH CAMPAU AVE. - HAMTRAMCK

WINGS - FINGERS COMBOS
« PI7Z7A - BURGERS
SUBS - WRAPS e WINGS .} 3 FINGIRS
* SALAD S $1099 Bonseless 1FFrIiZ\;cg [)1rir?li<p
ADD5FOR$5 $
313 - 46 9 - 946 4 sﬂ?i!‘];g(;ist:oml 10 99
313-aMY-WING | surm Tiixas pov
FELLAS (2 FINGERS ANY
ONLINEORDERAVALABLE | o | AT
Www.the“ﬁngfellas.eom $10 99 $10 99

Wingfe]las_hamtramek (Ol f] > o

thewingfellas £

¥ DOORDASH UberEats GRUBHUB

Hours of operation: Monday-Friday 10:30am-11pm
Saturday: 12pm-11pm - Sunday: 12pm-10pm
Winter hours may vary

CHEESE
BURGER

Fries & Drink

HALF
BIG FELLA
SUB

1 Flavor, Fries & Drink

B Honors & Advance
Placement Classes

B Award Winning Lego
Program

B Award Winning
Robotics Program

B District & State DECA
Competitions

M Dual Enrollment

B AP Honor Roll Recipient
B Art, Music, Band

M Restorative Practices

Tutaj zaczni, tutaj

B National Honor Society B Positive Behavior
W Full Sports Program Intervention System (PBIS)

B Full Day Kindergarten B Parent Engagement

B Summer Recreation Programs

Programs B Adult Education Program

3201
(313)

B Technology & Career

B Career and Technology
Prep Courses

Education (CTE Programs)

Kosci

Dickinson East Elementary
3385 Norwalk
(313) 873-9437
K - 6th Grades

Holbrook Elementary
2361 Alice
(313) 872-3203
K — 8th Grades

Tau Beta School
3056 Hanley
(313) 892-3811
K — 8th Grades

Dickinson West Elementary Ham
2333 Burger
(313) 365-5861

K - 6th Grades

Early Childhood Elementary
11680 McDougall
(313) 891-3200
Pre K- 2nd Grades

Start Here, Stay Here, Succeed Here!
Pocni i, ostani fuostvari uspjeh tu!
T T g, AT U GATRE A (Z
Filloni ketygendroni ketukorrai sukses ketu!

Enroll at
Hamtramck
Public Schools

iuszko Middle School

7th — 8th Grades
9th — 12th Grades

9th - 12th Grades

Phone (313) 874-2100
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— Since 1930 —
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Keep CHRIST in Christmas!
%my gémmcsm “Wesalycti Sewiat”

sz %emsz

q A Catholic mens organization. We meet every
Kn lg htS Of COI u m bUS 2nd Wednesday of the month at PLAV Post 6 at 7
Cardinal Mercier Council 2723 ;. [f interested, email KOC2723@yahoo.com or
send to PO. Box 12459, Hamtramck, 48212.

UPTO$1,000
in gssistance pec housshold

zostan, futaj osiggmiy ukces!

o ol i Ll

PROVIDE * Pemdency b income

for weter on lease

Roosevelt

892-2036

COMMUMITY ACTION ALUAKCE

[TRAT

residents above 120%
of evarapa ags

! sl

% Facdes

Residants (n cLwA
WRAFP ii.’:"JEFJf ¥
avorape of §1,600 for {33508 50 SUppO?

WRAP - Asound Services

SUENTTBENERITS

Firs? arredeage piymisnt
miade st initial ervolment

WRAP QUALIFICATIONS

y Hene income:at Sty curmen
" or below 200% (:6 on manly
LLLY of povestylavel bl prenyrmessnd

oAty Chart

UPTO $350 $25 MONTHLY
bl crec & hoip with amoars

3032 Forl Street

2333 Burger Detroit, M| 48217

(313) 365-4625

tramck High School
11410 Charest
(313) 892-7505

Horizon School
3225 Caniff
(313) 893-2214

NEIGHBORHOOD TESTING

Southwestern Church lh!ld




