“Your Pharmacy Experts”

TALKTO A DOCTOR

Additional Savings on

SavMOR

DRUG STORES
FRD PHARMACY
9811 Conant ¢« Hamtramck

(313) 871-1115

Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm
www.sav-mor.com

OVER 5000

Brand and Generic
Medications

$

Manage Your Meds Anywhere with

the FRD Pharmacy MOBILE APP

Over 500 drugs available.
\ See www.sav-mor.com for details. J

GENERICS
30 DAY SUPPLY*

GENERICS
90-DAY SUPPLY*

anytime, anywhere.

My T Health Plus

Unlimited calls to a doctor,
for you and your family.

5149,

www.MTHealthplus.com

Introducing

Heating & Cooling Systems

We Repair & Install
e Furnaces * Boilers
e Air Conditioners

HEATING &
COOLING

A&

Family owned & Operated Since 1964
11653 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

WHATEVER
IT TAKES.

Licensed &
Insured
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Quick Hits

Free Covid
testing kits
available

If you haven’t heard
by now, the federal gov-
ernment has stepped
up and made available
Covid testing kits for ev-
ery household, including
those in Michigan.

And it couldn’t be sim-
pler — and we know, be-
cause we did it already,
and if we can do it that
quickly (Luddites such
as we are), then so can
you.

You simply go to the
website COVIDtests.gov
and follow the prompts.
Enter your name and ad-
dress, verify where you
want the kits shipped,
and add an email ad-
dress if you want to track
your shipment.

They'll all be coming
through the U.S. Post
Office, right to your door.

Every household is eli-
gible for four kits.

Gov. Gretchen Whit-
mer’s office put out a
press release, which
urges all Michiganders
to take full advantage of
the offer.

The press release also
reminds us of when,
exactly, it's most appro-
priate to use a test Kit:
If you're experiencing
symptoms  consistent
with Covid, or if you've
been exposed to some-
one else who's tested
positive (ideally, five
days after exposure to
them), or prior to or after
traveling or attending a
large gathering.

Don’t delay — do it to-
day! The guess here is,
they're going to go fast.

O oma

Authentic Polish Food

3020 Caniff, Hamtramck MI 48212 - (313) 874-2100
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— HAMTRAMCK’S NEWSPAPER OF RECORD —
Taking a look into the year

ahead: the city’ S ﬁnanc1al plcture

By Charles Sercombe

Now that the year 2021
is behind us, it's time once
again at The Review to
dust off our crystal ball
and gaze into the coming
year.

You can bet Covid isn’t
going away any time soon,
and it will continue to
dominate our lives. During
the past two years of the
pandemic, over 4,000 res-
idents caught the disease,
and 64 people here have
died.

But so far this year, it
doesn’t look like we’ll be
going through quarantines,
and our usual city events
are still scheduled to take
place at this point, such as
the music festival and the
Labor Day Festival.

There are so many devel-
opments that were under-
way in 2021 that will con-
tinue to expand this year.
The historic Hamtramck
Baseball Stadium is set
for further renovations af-
ter receiving an infusion
of grant monies, and there
are likely to be millions of
dollars coming the city's
way for infrastructure re-
pairs.

g
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This year will likely be a financial challenge for city officials as the city’s budget
surplus becomes burned up. There are also plenty of major development projects

for the year ahead.

The school district also
has an ambitious school
construction project in the
works.

We have new leadership
in both the city council and
the mayor’s office. We can
expect the city to head
toward new goals and
achievements, but for now
it's “wait and see.”

The leadership in the
public school district ap-
pears to be in flux, with
both the superintendent

and director of human re-
sources mysteriously out
on leave since October. So
far, school officials are not
talking.

The city’s election dis-
tricts were also re-drawn,
and that might lead to
new representatives in the
state legjslature, and for
sure in Congress. Brenda
Lawrence - whose con-
gressional district included
Hamtramck - has retired.

But the biggest area of

impact, from the looks of
it, will be the city’s financial
one. That’s because the
city is going broke.

For the past two years
the city has been burning
through its budget surplus
to make ends meet. At
some point this year, those
cash reserves will be ex-
hausted.

So, what does that
mean?

So far, it doesn’t appear

Continued on page 2

School board offers no explanation
over supenntendent’s absence

HPS Superintendent Jaleelah Ahmed, whose med-

ical leave of absence expired last week, has still
not returned to her job, and school officials are not

saying why.

Beer,
Wine and

Spirits

By Charles Sercombe

One of the first things
the Hamtramck School
Board did to start the new
year was to choose who
will run the board’s meet-
ings.

Ilt's a tradition that’s
performed every year.

This year, there was
a change of leadership,
which is not typical.

The new president of
the board is Sal Hadwan.
Former president Jihan
Aiyash was nominated
to continue in that role
by Daz’Shavon Hall, but

OFFICIAL PIEROGI

HEADQUARTERS « Jalapeno Pierogi

Aiyash declined without
explanation.

Aiyash cast the sole
vote against nominating
Hadwan.

Continuing as vice pres-
ident is Showkat Chowd-
hury, although both Aiyash
and Hall voted against his
nomination.

The appointment of the
remaining officers went
without any objections,
and they are: Moortadha
Obaid as treasurer and
Hall as secretary.

The trustees include

Continued on page 2

Schools
closed for
fourth week

By Charles Sercombe

Hamtramck Public
School students will re-
main at home and contin-
ue learning virtually next
week.

Once again, the contin-
ued outbreak of COVID-19
cases is the reason.

“We sincerely apologize
for the inconvenience this
may cause. Our goal is to
return to in-person learn-
ing as soon as it is safe,
but due to the continued
increase in COVID-19 cas-
es, we cannot take any
risks,” said Interim Super-
intendent Nabil Nagi in a
letter he issued on Thurs-
day, Jan. 20, to students
and families. “We know
in-person learning is the
best way for our children
to learn and connect with
one another.”

This will be the fourth
week students have re-
mained at home. Ham-
tramck is not alone. Many
metro area schools are
also closed because of
the Covid surge.

There is some good
news, however. Health
officials say the latest
variant of Covid, delta, ap-
pears to be tapering off.

While  schools are
closed for the week of
Jan. 24-28, Nagi said the
following safety steps will
be taken:

+ Ramping up the abil-
ity of the district to test
students and staff

Increase mask sup-
plies for staff and stu-
dents

+ Continue to improve
air filtration throughout
the schools

Monitor COVID-19
cases and transmission
rates in our community

Continue to keep
up to date on COVID-19
guidelines  with  local
health officials

Regardless when stu-
dents return, Nagi urg-
es students and their
families to continue tak-
ing precautions against

Continued on page 4

et ‘Q" « Cheeseburger Pierogi

BANQUET HALL 2934 Yemans * Hamtramck ¢ 313-873-8432

and CATERING

www.polonia-restaurant.net Find Us on Facebook!

o Zapiekanki
(Polish Pizza)

e Czarnina
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anyone is hitting the panic
button. But obviously some
hard financial decisions
will have to be confronted
and solved, or maybe not.

Hamtramck Review

It's not out of the realm
of possibilities for the
state to once again have
to step in and appoint an
emergency manager. The

Salah

Hadwan
New

Congratulations!

President
Hamtramck
School
Board

from
Showkat
Chowdhury

- Vice President

THE
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Taking a look into the year ahead: the
City’S ﬁnanCial piCture Cont. from front page

only problem with that is,
when the state did that two
previous times, the city’s
longterm financial issues
were never dealt with.

Instead, the state just
gave the city loans — it
literally just threw mon-
ey at the problem, and
then walked away saying,
“problem solved.” Except
it wasn't - and everyone
is still kicking the financial
can down the road.

We are not hoping for
state intervention, but
clearly some serious deci-
sions are going to have to
be made.

As for last year’s hot
topic, marijuana dispensa-
ries, that has pretty much
cooled down and disap-
peared. The outlets did not
prove to be the magnet for
criminals some had feared
and, in fact, will be paying
some pretty hefty taxes
and fees into the city’s cof-
fers.

As for the city’s financial
future, it’s too bad that our
metaphorical crystal ball
can’t show us what exactly
will happen.

Or at least reveal win-
ning lottery numbers.

535 Monroe St.
—Detroit—
Greektown
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School board offers no explanation
over superintendent’s absence

Continued from front page

Evan Major and Regan
Watson.

What wasn’t discussed
at the meeting was the
status of both Superin-
tendent Jaleelah Ahmed
and Michelle Imbrunone,
the district’'s head of Hu-
man Resources.

Both of them took a
leave of absence, citing
the Family Medical Leave
Act, last October. Ahmed
was scheduled to return
to her position last Mon-
day, Jan. 10.

The Review reached out
to Interim Superintendent
Nabil Nagi for comment
on whether they are re-
turning, or if they are still
on paid leave.

He declined to com-
ment, saying he does not
discuss personnel mat-
ters.

Ahmed did not answer
a text message from The
Review.

It's not clear whether if
Ahmed and Imbrunone re-
main on the district’s pay-
roll, or why they have not
returned.

The board moved last
week to appoint Muja-

Call John 248

Now Hiring Experienced Cooks
$20+/hour based on experience.

Wark in a great environment, flexible hours, complimentary meal per shift.

-255-5212 or
Mike 248-219-7724 to set up an interview

heed Elhady as Interim
Executive Director of Hu-
man Resources, taking
over Imbrunone’s role.

The silence on the part
of the administration
and board came under
question by local activist
Bill Meyer. During public
comment at the board
meeting last Wednesday,
he introduced the topic
as “the elephant in the
room.”

“Why is there no dis-
cussion? Where is our
superintendent. ... Is it a
secret?” he asked.

His questions were met
with silence.

Meyer said it appears
that Ahmed “is being
punished by being crimi-

Southwestern Church of God
3032 Forl Straet
Detroit, M1 48217

Wayne County Community

nalized.”

He further criticized the
board of “doing a sneaky
job” by not discussing the
matter.

Again, there was no
comment by the board or
administration.

Ahmed, the district’s
first Yemeni-American to
be appointed to that po-
sition almost two years
ago, and Imbrunone
came under heavy criti-
cism from both teachers
and administrators over
their management style.

A wave of experienced
teachers and staff have
resigned during their ten-
ure, which has created a
critical shortage of staff
members.

Callege District Northwest Campus

8200 Duter Dr. W.
Detrait, MI 48219

This week at the Library ...
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Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

New Challenge: Hey teens, ready for an
exciting challenge? The world famous
thief Lupin has struck again. This time he
pilfered the laptop of a bestselling Michi-
gan author. The only extant copy of their
new novel was the hard drive. Lupin has
left a number of taunts with clues to the
machine’s whereabouts.  Starting this
February, take on the case as part of the
new MiLibraryQuest for your chance to
win an awesome prizes.
Visit ~ www.milibraryquest.wixsite.com/
quest] to scoop the finer details.

Zora Neale Hurston: On your next visit
to the library, why not consider picking up
some books by and/or about the author
Zora Neale Hurston. As part of the Har-
lem Renaissance, Hurston socialized and
collaborated with other influential creative
minds such as Langston Hughes and Wal-
lace Thurman. In addition to her own
original writings, Hurston also document-
ed the lives and cultures of Black Ameri-
cans and others of African descent in her
work as an anthropologist.

Checkers Library TV: Enjoy new epi-
sodes of Snoozer’s Storytime Adventures

each week. Available on demand, just

like the previous series Reading Road
Trip and Full STEAM Ahead. Watch
them anytime by visiting our website
(www.hamtramck.lib.mi.us) and click on
Checkers Library TV under the Programs.

Game Night: If you are tired of screens
and virtual meetings, we would like to
welcome you to a different kind of social
scene. Drop in on a Friday Game Night,
starting at 4 pm (open to all ages).

Hawaii: On January 24, 1895 the monar-
chy of Queen Liliuokalani ended with
abdication. Hawaii was then annexed by
the U.S. and remained a territory until
statehood was granted in 1950.

ESL Classes: The classes are held four
days a week, from Monday to Thursday,
from 9 am to 2:30 pm, The program is
free to all Hamtramck residents.

Current Library Operating Services: -
Present level of services provides for book
pick-ups, copying, printing, faxing, scan-
ning, limited use of computers (with prop-
er distancing) and limited stay in the li-
brary. To print files ahead of time please
send attachments for printing to
hamtramcklibra mail.com.

Library is located at 2360 Caniff Avenue, Phone (313) 733-6822
Or visit its website at http://hamtramck. Lib.mi.us for on line catalog

Attachments for printing, faxing or scanning send to
hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com
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Mayor: Spread of Covid in the
city is now ‘rapid’

By Charles Sercombe

The latest Covid surge
continues to spread in
Hamtramck.

In his weekly Monday
morning talk with the
community via Facebook,
Mayor Amer Ghalib says
there were 229 confirmed
cases this last week.

By Tuesday, there were
an additional 43 cases,
bringing the total number
for the past two years
to 4,250, according to
Wayne County health of-
ficials. Last Sunday was
one of the worst days for
Hamtramck, Covid-wise,
when 78 cases were re-
ported for that day.

There have been 64
deaths due to the dis-
ease during this same
period.

Ghalib has been cau-
tioning residents that the
Covid numbers are inac-
curate, mostly because
a number of people don’t

By Charles Sercombe
The city council met
on Nov. 23, and all coun-

cilmembers, except for
Saad Almasmari, were
present.

A proclamation was
read regarding Vincent
Szyborski, who had been
serving on the city’'s
Downtown Development
Authority as chairman for
the past 10 years.

The proclamation read,
in part:

. He has been a fix-
ture at countless commu-
nity events such as: flow-
er box plantings, Labor
Day Festivals, Countdown
to Paczki Day events, 5K
races, Merchant Meet-
ings, decorating the
downtown district, visit-
ing businesses, hosting
meet and greet events,
attending and chairing
board meetings, to list a
few of the many events
he contributed to; and
he always brought a pro-
fessional and calm, yet
strong leadership to the
board; and he was wel-
coming, inclusive, forward
thinking, and organized.

During public comment,
Michelle Oberholtzer said
the city’s new parking me-
ters are too complicated
for many people.

Lynn Blasely also talked
about the meters, saying
the public needs longer
than five minutes before
paying the meters. She
also thought the parking
meter fine was too much.

(The fines at the time
was $45. The city council
later lowered the fines to
$25, and extended the
grace period to pay for a
meter to 15 minutes.)

The council took the
first step in renewing a

ever get tested or diag-
nosed.

In other words, the true
number of cases is cer-
tainly worse than what
has been confirmed.

Still, Ghalib points out
that the numbers that are
available do tell us how
fast this is spreading.

In Hamtramck’s case,
he said, it's been “rapid.”

The mayor, who is a
nurse in a local clinic,
stressed that the best

e “City HallNnsider

What is our City Council up to these days?
We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.

yearly flood insurance
program for residents
who can get discounts on
policies through the Fed-
eral Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA).

The council also ap-
proved an agreement
with the Friends of His-
toric Hamtramck Stadium
(FHHS) to use the stadi-
um, and also to program
events there in 2022.

This arrangement is
temporary, until the city’s
Hamtramck Parks Con-
servancy is able to take
over programming.

In a note to the city
council by City Manager
Kathy Angerer, she said,
in part:

“The FHHS has been a
strong partner with the
City of Hamtramck in nu-
merous ways, including
raising awareness about
the historic Hamtramck
Stadium and through the
fundraising that resulted
in improvements made
that have developed it
into a playable field.

“The ongoing mainte-
nance is being overseen
by Mike Wilson and Gary
Gillette along with volun-
teer board members of
the FHHS.

“Both entities recog-
nize that this will be tem-
porary, and going forward
these tasks will be the re-
sponsibility of the newly
formed Hamtramck Parks
Conservancy.

“The FHHS group has
volunteered to take on
this responsibility until
that time. Additionally,
due to the good working
relationship between the
city and the FHHS, any
bookings will be coordi-
nated together as neces-
sary.

“This agreement will

way to prevent Covid is to
get vaccinated.

“They are the best pub-
lic health measures. ...
You have to trust science
and scientists,” he said.

Included in his Covid up-
date, Ghalib touched on
the controversy involving
Hamtramck 31st District
Court Judge Alexis Krot,
and how she handled a
recent blight case.

Krot has come under
fire on social media for
scolding a 72-year-old
man who has cancer who
said he was too weak
to clear out overgrown
weeds near his garage.

In a recording that has
been shared worldwide,
Krot can be heard saying:
“The neighbors shouldn’t
have to look at that. You
should be ashamed of
yourself.”

Krot ended up fining the
man $100.

A number of critics are

continue the process
of ‘marketing’ the field,
and continue to heighten
awareness about not only
the stadium area, but
Veteran’s Park and the
surrounding Hamtramck
Parks Conservancy area
including Keyworth Sta-
dium. As we continue to
phase in the improve-
ments to the parks area,
this will bring additional
visitors to the Hamtramck
area which will impact
economic development.”

In another action, the
council approved a new
contract with its ambu-
lance service, Rapid Re-
sponse EMS.

The cost of the service
increased to $144,000.

In a note to council
from the city manager, it
was said:

“The agreement with
Rapid Response provides
for one ambulance for the
city.

“In addition, a second
ambulance is stationed
nearby the city in the
event a second incident
occurs at the same time

as another ambulance
run. Rapid Response
also has mutual aid

agreements with other
entities who are contact-
ed when both the first
and second ambulance
are unavailable.

“Even with this cover-
age, there are times when
a situation arises and de-
lays occur in ambulance
response time.

“In addition to the ba-
sic contract, Rapid Re-
sponse agrees to provide
peak hours service on an
hourly basis at the rate
of $70.00 per hour. This
would allow a second am-
bulance to be stationed

Continued on page 4

criticizing city officials for
not taking action against
Krot. But Ghalib point-
ed out that the city has
no control of the district
court, and that it is a sep-
arate branch of govern-
ment.

The state, Ghalib said,
handles disciplinary is-
sues with courts.

As a nurse, he said, he
can sympathize with what
cancer patients and the
terminally ill experience.

“Sometimes that don’t
even care about their
lives anymore,” he said.

These folks, Ghalib
said, “deserve compas-
sion, not punishment.”

Ghalib said that it is his
duty to weigh in on the
matter.

“It is inhumane to re-
main silent in this case,”
he said.

Krot's treatment of the
man, Ghalib said, is “un-
acceptable, and unbe-
coming of the court.”

Ultimately, he noted, it's
up to the public to provide
a “check and balance” on
the judge, who is elected
to her position.

Krot is up for re-election
in 2026.

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972 '=
Best quality for the -
best prices.

Walk-Ins Welcome!

Call for Hours

9517 Jos. Campau * Hamtramck
586-879-8058 Call for Appt.

It’s Time to Pray,

Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Sunday, January 23 -
Mass at 9:00 am

Jan. 25 — Feast of Conversion of St. Paul,
Apostle 7am

our Lord 7 pm
-Blessing of Candles
Feb. 3 — Observance of St. Blaise of
Sebastea, Bishop & Martr 7 pm
-Blessing of Throats

We are an Active
Parish Serving the
Community
Celebrating 99 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck e Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
313-365-0218 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com
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Ask the Treasurer

January 19, 2022
6:00 PM

January 26, 2022
6:00 PM

Eric R. Sabree
Wayne County Treasurer

Join the conversation:

Call in:
1(215) 446-3657
1(888) 363-4735

Agencies providing resources for delinquent
taxes, payment plans, and utility assistance.

Zoom information:
Meeting ID: 871 3819 6745
Password: 090344

fluve

In Partnership with:

% Wayne Metropolitan

Eric R. Sabree

B Award Winning Lego
Program

B Award Winning
Robotics Program

B District & State DECA
Competitions

B National Honor Society
B Full Sports Program
B Full Day Kindergarten

B Summer Recreation
Programs

B Technology & Career
Prep Courses

Dickinson East Elementary
3385 Norwalk
(313) 873-9437
K — 6th Grades

Dickinson West Elementary

2333 Burger
(313) 365-5861
K - 6th Grades

Early Childhood Elementary

B Honors & Advance
Placement Classes

M Dual Enrollment

B AP Honor Roll Recipient
B Art, Music, Band

M Restorative Practices

M Positive Behavior

Intervention System (PBIS)

B Parent Engagement
Programs

B Adult Education Program

B Career and Technology

Education (CTE Programs)

Holbrook Elementary

2361 Alice

(313) 872-3203
K — 8th Grades

Tau Beta School

3056 Hanley

(313) 892-3811
K - 8th Grades

Wayne County Treasurer’s Office-

WCTOCommunity@waynecounty.com

Wayne County Treasurer's Office-
Eric R. Sabree
Treasurer.waynecounty.com

(313) 224-5990
400 Monroe Street 5" Floor
Detroit, M| 48226

Start Here, Stay Here, Succeed Here!
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Tutaj zacznij, tutaj zostad, tutaj osiggnij ukces!

Enroll at
Hamtramck

Public Schools
3201 Roosevelt

(313) 892-2036

Kosciuszko Middle School
2333 Burger
(313) 365-4625
7th — 8th Grades

Hamtramck High School
11410 Charest
(313) 892-7505
9th — 12th Grades

Horizon School
3225 Caniff
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HPS District News

Last summer, Ham-
tramck Public Schools
participated in The Mich-
igan Department of Edu-
cation’s Meet Up and Eat
Up Summer Food Service
Program (SFSP) to pro-
vide healthy meals and
programming to our chil-
dren.

With the support and

in the City of Hamtramck
during peak hours.”

A representative of the
ambulance company said
that sometimes their am-
bulances are held up at
hospitals because they
are swamped with Covid
patients.

“Ambulances are lined
up,” the representative
said.

Two  proposals  pro-
posed by Councilmember
Carrie Beth Lasley that
called for the censure of
Mayor Karen Majewski
and City Manager Angerer
were not supported by her

'a  “CityZHalldnsiderss:

Continued from page 3

participation of many
community members,
we were able to provide
570,688 meals to fam-
ilies in the Hamtramck
area.

We're grateful to have
made a positive impact
in our community and for
the support received by
the many participants in-
volved.

colleagues on council.

The censures involved
the handling of past fed-
eral funds. Majewski did
not comment on the pro-
posals, but Angerer de-
nied any wrongdoing and
said the accusation was
libelous.

She also pointed out
that Lasley did not con-
tact her first to discuss
the matter.

After not receiving sup-
port, Lasley lashed out
at the other councilmem-
bers, saying: “Other com-
munities laugh at us over
what is happening here.”

Schools closed for
fOllI'th Week Cont. from front page

Covid, such as wearing
masks in public, practic-
ing social distancing and
get tested for Covid if you
feel ill.

“Everyone plays a part
in the health of our com-
munity, and ultimately, the
function of our schools,”
Nagi said.

The Hamtramck Review is O
Never miss an issue!

. 4ol ™

nline

www.TheHamtramckReview.com

City of Hamtramck Notice of Public Hearing

Zoning Board of Appeals

NOTICE is hereby given that the city of Hamtramck
Zoning Board of Appeals will conduct a public
hearing in the 2™ Floor Council Chambers of
Hamtramck City Hall (3401 Evaline Street,
Hamtramck, MI) on February 9™, 2022 at 6 p.m. The
public is invited to attend. Public comments will be
limited to three minutes. Comments may also be
heard by submitting a written public comment to
Assistant CED Manager, Karolynn Faulkner at
kfaulkner@hamtramckcity.com.

requirements.

Dagenah Investment LLC is seeking variances to the
Zoning Ordinance 497 Section(s) VI-2.06 (155.066)
and VIII-Section 2 (155.091) for the addresses
12033, 12037, and 12045 Joseph Campau. Variance
requests include expanding a non-conforming use:
automobile self service station. Applicant is also
requesting variances to the structure and site

The City of Hamtramck will provide necessary and
reasonable auxiliary aids, and services for
individuals with disabilities at the public hearing

11680 McDougall
(313) 891-3200
Pre K - 2nd Grades

(313) 893-2214

9th - 12th Grades

upon advance notice by writing or by calling the
Clerk’s Office at 313-800-5233 x343. Please contact
the Clerk’s office at least 10 days in advance.
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In Our Opinion

City’s first female mayor
gets a well-deserved honor

Former Mayor Karen
Majewski is being paid
a fitting tribute for her
18 years of service to
the city.

Last week, the city
council agreed to place
an honorary street sign
named after her on Win-
field St. — which is just
across from city hall.

Majewski, who was
the city’s first wom-
an to become mayor,
was recently defeated
in seeking re-election
back in November, thus
ending 100 years of Pol-
ish-Americans  holding

the office.

She served two years
on city council, and then
16 more years as may-
or.

Majewski’s defeat
also marks a historic
turn for Hamtramck.

The new mayor is
Amer Ghalib, the city’s
first  Yemeni-American
to become mayor. The
Yemeni community now
represents the new po-
litical majority in the city.

When Majewski be-
came mayor, she repre-
sented a calming influ-
ence on what had long

G Htlotzerides

STEPIEN

Zenon Igna-

: .| cy Stepien, 96,

~ , | died January
16, 2022.

Zenon Stepien was a

solemn patriarch and

patriot. He was born to
proud parents, Pawet and
Klementyna Stepien, on
January 14, 1926, in War-
saw, Poland. He immigrat-
ed to the United States in
September 1968 aboard
the Stefan Batory. After
the loss of his loving wife
Barbara, in 1969, Zenon
raised their two daughters
while working at Chrys-
ler as an electrician. He
retired in 1989 after 20
years of labor. He spent
the following decades en-
joying quality time with his
family, reading, reciting
poems (he was quite the
zealous bard!), and stay-
ing active in the Polish
community and church.
He was a devout Catholic;
his favorite Saints were
St. John Paul I, St. Maxi-
milian Kolbe, St. Faustina,
Blessed lJerzy Popietusz-
ko, and Blessed Solanus
Casey. Zenon now joins
his late wife Barbara in
eternal rest.

He is survived by his
daughters, Anna (Bruce)

Wojciechowski and Te-
resa Stepien; cherished
grandchildren, Marla Wo-
jciechowski (religious
name: Sr. Maryja Czarna
Madonna, SSVM), Lea
(Joshua) Wojciechowski
Ross, Eliza Stepien, and
Zenon Stepien; adored
great-grandchildren, Xavi-
er and Simon. Zenon is
preceded in death by his
brother, Jerzy (Elzbieta)
Stepien and sister Zofia
(Edward) Karpinska. He is
also survived by his neph-
ews, Jerzy (Matgorzata)
Karpinski and Krzysztof
Karpinski.

Zenon was a proud
World War Il Veteran and
the President of The Pol-
ish Home Army of Metro-
politan Detroit. He was
the former Vice Presi-
dent of The Polish Peo-
ple’s Home Association
in Windsor, as well as a
supporter of the Polish
scouting organization at
Biatowierza. Zenon was
an avid gardener and
enjoyed being physically
active. He published and
curated the “Biuletyn In-
formacyjny AK” for over
30 years. Zenon’s kind
and loving spirit will be
forever missed. He had a
steady presence and con-

been combative city
council meetings. How-
ever, it's pretty impos-
sible to entirely tame
Hamtramck politics, and
certainly there were a
number of disruptive
meetings under her
guidance.

Hamtramck  politics
has always been brutal
and self-defeating, but
despite this, Majewski
remained a steady and
guiding influence.

Thank you, Madam
Mayor, for your dedicat-
ed service.

stantly looked for oppor-
tunities to be generous
and helpful to all.

Join us to celebrate the
life of 96-year-old Zenon
Stepien, a Hamtramck
resident for 53 years, and
pray for his eternal rest.
Visitation is Friday, Jan-
uary 21, from 3-8 p.m.,
with Rosary and program
at 6 p.m. at Mandziuk
and Son Funeral Home,
3801 18 Mile Rd., Ster-
ling Hts., MI, 48314.
The Funeral Mass will
be Saturday, January 22,
12 noon (in state at 11
a.m.). The Mass will be
primarily in English with
some Polish included, at
Our Lady of Czestochowa
Catholic Church, 3100 18
Mile Rd., Sterling Hts.,
MI 48314. There will be
a procession from the
church to Resurrection
Cemetery for burial at
18201 Clinton River Rd.,
Clinton Township 48038.
There will be a luncheon
following the burial with
details to be announced
after Mass. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be
made in Zenon’s memo-
ry to Queen of Apostles
SOUP KITCHEN, 3851
Prescott St., Hamtramck,
M| 48212.
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Odds & Ends

Update... Covid contin-
ues to play havoc with lo-
cal events.

The latest scheduled
event to have to pull off a
major last-minute switch-
eroo was the Concerned
Women of Hamtramck’s
annual MLK Day Break-
fast, originally planned for
Monday, Jan. 17.

But they were “Con-
cerned” about Covid too,
as infection rates local-
ly — and just about every-
where else too — have
again skyrocketed in the
face of a more catchable
variant (omicron) muscling
in while there was still a
significant presence of the
last variant (delta) making
trouble.

In any case, the planned
breakfast itself  was
scratched, and the event
went virtual.

For the Concerned Wom-
en, the worst part is, tick-
ets couldn’t continue to be
sold after the decision was
made, and, presumably,
pre-sold tickets will have
to be returned, unless the
purchasing parties might
agree to let a refund slide.

In any case, the group
set up a GoFundMe ac-
count to raise this year’s
monies for their ongoing
Student Scholarship and
Family Emergency Fund.

Simply go to GoFundMe.

com, click on the Search
tab, and enter the search
term “Concerned Women
of Hamtramck” and you’ll
get to the right link (“It
Takes a Village...”).

As of 4:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, Jan. 19, they
had received five dona-
tions totaling $240, to-
ward a hoped-for final goal
of $2,500 (or more).

Out of hand... There
has been plenty of fallout
over how Hamtramck 31st
District Court Judge Alex-
is Krot treated an elderly
man suffering from cancer,
which led to his inability
to clear out weeds from
around his garage.

Krot has been chastised
for shaming the man and
wishing she could put him
in jail. Ultimately, she fined
him $100. The man said
he had been too weak
from cancer to take care of
the weeds — although they
were eventually removed.

We won’t rehash the
whole thing here, but there
is grave concern in city hall
about the outpouring of re-
sponses and phone calls
from people far and wide.

We'll put it this way: there
have been threats, and it
continues to get uglier.

There are some folks
who believe all of city hall
is somehow complicit in

the matter.

Whatever you think of
Judge Krot is one thing,
but making death threats
or threats of violence have
no place in this discus-
sion.

Everyone: your voices
have been heard. Now it's
time we all ratchet down
our emotions a notch or
two.

The Review reached out
to Judge Krot for comment
but as of press time she
had not responded. It has
been reported that the
judge cannot comment be-
cause of court rules.

Breaking news... As we
prepared to go to press
Thursday, a high-speed po-
lice chase during the night
resulted in a car and two
houses on Norwalk St.,
near Conant, greatly dam-
aged.

It appears a driver was
attempting to flee officers,
and ended up slamming
into a car and crashing into
the houses.

It was reported that po-
lice officers arrested the
driver. There were no inju-
ries reported, but damag-
es to the car and houses
are severe.

To help the families, who
do not have insurance to
repair the damages, a Go-

Continued on page 8

Other Voices: cuest Editorial

Historical museum has
set its sight on the future

By Greg Kowalski

It’s ironic that as a his-
torical museum while we
are dedicated to explor-
ing the past - we must
also focus on the future.

It has to be that way.

If we don’t make plans
for the future — and carry
them out - there will be
no future, at least for us.

We have to continue to
grow, evolve and improve.
That is not an easy task,
especially now. The year
2022 has just begun, and
it is already a year filled
with unease, and uncer-
tainty about our future as
a nation and even as a
society.

As the Hamtramck His-
torical Museum moves
through this troubled
time, we are charting a
steady course. We plan to
make some major renova-
tions to the building this
year including installing
new carpeting in the main

gallery.

Anyone who has been
to the museum and seen
the current floor knows
that this is way overdue.
The carpeting has been
ordered and will be in-
stalled as soon as pos-
sible. It will make a huge
difference in the appear-
ance in the building.

We also hope to expand
the main floor area and
upgrade the front of the
building this year. This
isn't just for cosmetic
purposes.

As a professional or-
ganization we must have
a professional appear-
ance. How we present
ourselves to the public
is important. We plan to
continue making struc-
tural improvements to
the building, though they
won’t be visible to the
public they are necessary.

Beyond the look of the
museum, we are going to

restructure our fund-rais-
ing process and encour-
age more community
involvement in the muse-
um. That will include ex-
panding our base of vol-
unteers.

This is not going to be
easy, but it is vital to our
continued existence. The
museum is now over 8
years old. We are no lon-
ger a start-up organiza-
tion.

Our roots are solidly in
place, and now we have
to grow.

Let us know if you want
to be more involved in
the museum. Email us
at  hamtramckhistory@
gmail.com. Hop on board
this historic train’s jour-
ney into tomorrow.

(Mr. Kowalski is the Ex-
ecutive Director of the
Hamtramck Historical Mu-
seum.)

FUNERAL DIRECTORY

When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home

MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

Editor: Charles Sercombe
Sales Manager: Dave Sweet

Office Manager: Jean Ingenthron
Copy Editor: Alan Madlane

2396 Caniff at Brombach | 313-363-9600

This newspaper is not responsible for mistakes in advertising beyond the cost of the space involved.
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The Look...
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By Suraj Bhamra

The promise of a new
year rings hollow as we
hear the increasingly
deafening sound of bells
tolling for the lives we
yearn to return to.

As our trust in institu-

tions continues to tear
at the seams, we under-
stand the mouse in the
maze perpetually forced
to seek reward.

The  soundtrack  of

these desperate realiza-
tions can be heard in rain

humming in tires on a
freeway during rush hour
or in the footsteps of pas-
sengers hurrying down
the bus steps before the
door snaps shut. The new
year chips against reali-
ty like two pieces of flint

striking sparks.

(Suraj Bhamra is a De-
troit-area  photographer
who specializes in street
photography.)

1800 Northwestern Hwy, Suite 20‘()_.5_'5
 Farmington Hills, MI 48334

248-866-1110

Drowning in
Mortgage Debt?
I Can Help... I buy
- properties in as-is
- condition for CASH!

John Ulaj

Commercial Broker/Owner

A HUD Certified Agent

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

=+ [ = -
9560 Charest, Hamtramck, 4 unit
city certified, oak hardwood floor-
ing all units, 4,000 sq ft, each unit
1,000 sq ft, brick, full basement,
laundry, $579,000.

Looking to buy single &
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

Tm

hﬂ -

Celebrating 50 Years of Authentic Polish Cuisine

Visit the oldest, nicest and most
unique Polish restaurant in Michigan.

Enjoy Our Polish Classics:

Stuffed Cabbage, Pierogies, Crepes,
Potato Pancakes, City Chicken,

Pork Chops, Vegetarian Plates and
Homemade Soups: Dill Pickle & Cabbage.
Don’t forget to try our
homemade sausage.

Check Out Our DAILY SPECIALS ’
NEW TO THE MENU:

» Jalapeno Pierogi *« Cheeseburger Pierogi
» Zapiekanki (Polish Pizza)
e Czarnina - Authentic Duck Soup

Smoked Salmon and Potato &
Pancakes Exclusively at Polonia

= R

‘9{’&

tm& |

Senior Citizen Dinner Specials
Served Daily $12.95

Meal includes soup or salad, bread basket,
dinner, dessert & coffee or pop

www.polonia-restaurant.net
Ei poloniapolishrest

CARRY OUT OR DINE-IN
2 OPEN: Tue-Thur Tlam-7pm ¢ Fri-Sat 1lam-9pm
Sun 11:30am-6pm ¢ Mon Closed

2934 Yemans St - Hamtramck « 313.873.8432
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PROPERTIES «

ROOM
FOR RENT

Advertisers should check their ad following first publication. The
newspaper shall not be liable for failure to publish an ad, for a
typographic error or errors in publication except to the extent of
the cost of the ad for the first day’s insertion. Adjustments for
errors is limited to the cost of that portion of the ad wherein the
error occurred. We reserve the right to classify, revise or reject any
classified advertisement.

Deadline for
classifieds for
next week is
Thursday at Noon

Call (313) 874-2100
to place your ad

HEATING & COOLING
We Repair & Install

e Furnaces
e Boilers

Heating & Syslems
e Air Conditioners ——
e Li d & d
3 Fininag Avaebl B

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

Ask for Details
HEATING &
11653 Jos. Campau

A&E COOLING  313-892-2122 |
L PANTNG

IN“VINCE'ABLE PAINTING
Interior / Exterior & Power Washing

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BROTHERS
HANDYMAN
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS
Interior * Exterior
TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

* Handyman Services * Roof Repairs
* Sidings & Gutters *+ Chimney Work ¢ Porches
Ask for Frank

Located in Hamtramck

313-365-491
FREE
ESTIMATES

Senior Discount 10%

NN AR
I I I i _"_J:j .
APARMENTS & HOUSE HOUSE HELP
FLATS FOR RENT FOR RENT FOR SALE WANTED

Hamtramck Review
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Polonia Restaurant now
hiring kitchen & wait staff,
Great, fun environment.
Experience preferred,
2935 Yemans, Ham-
tramck, contact Andrew
313-873-8432. 1/14

Secretary needed, 313-

9560 Charest, Ham-
ares aM 434-9750. 1,7

tramck, 4 unit city certi-
fied, oak hardwood floor-
ing all units, 4,000 sq ft,
each unit 1,000 sq ft,
brick, full basement, laun-
dry, $579,000, 248-866-
1110. 2/11

HTC/

TooL

~-CUTTER HANUFACTURING

NOW HIRING

RECEPTIONIST
SHIPPING AND RECEIVING
SHOP/GENERAL LABOR
JANITORIAL
DRIVER

FULL TIME , HEALTH INSURANCE,
DENTAL INSURANCE, LIFE INSURANCE

CALL 586-996-1744
or send resume to:

sales@htcmfg.com

PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

Serving our community for over
100 years since 1904.
* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA

PLUMBING & HEATING
(313) 365-8630

12-31-21

Celebrating
52 Years of
Service!

(313)371-3766

(586) 649-6300
% Fast Same Day Service %

"""""""""" i 10% DISCOUNT
! Off Labor on Any Plumbing,
: Heating, Air Conditioning or Sewer

. 1 Cleaning Job, Installation or Repair.
Not valid with any other offer.

Must present coupon at time of estimate.
With coupon. Expires 2-28-22.

Furnace & Drain 40 Gallon Hot
Boilers, Heating . Water Tank
ar <2k Cleaning

Starting at

*225

Must present coupon at time of estimate.
With coupon. Expires 2-28-22.

Conditioning -
Freon Recharge
Sewer & Drain
Cleaning

*1475

Must present coupon at time of estimate.
With coupon. Expires 2-28-22.

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —
Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units
www.HeaneyPlumbing.com §

Proudly Serving
Hamtramck Since 1969
Licensed & Insured

Advertise Your Business in the
Service Directory Call (313) 874-2100

Phone (313) 874-2100

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log
covers Jan. 11-17.

Tuesday, Jan. 11

+ Family trouble was re-
ported in the 2300 block
of Caniff Ave.

-+ A man in the 2700
block of Evaline St. was
arrested for domestic as-
sault.

Officers responded
to neighbors on Danforth
St. having a dispute.

An incident of ma-
licious destruction of
property was reported on
Belmont St.

- A disorderly person
was reported on Jos.
Campau Ave.

Wednesday, Jan. 12

+ An assault was re-
ported in the area of St.
Aubin and Casmere.

+ A suspicious situa-
tion was reported in the
9100 block of Jos. Cam-
pau Ave.

-+ A car was stolen in
the 2200 block of An-
drus St. The vehicle was
later recovered.

+ A suspicious vehicle
was reported on Dan-
forth St. The car turned
out to belong to a con-
tractor doing work at a
residence.

A hit-and-run acci-
dent occurred at Jacob
and Conant.

- An agent for a busi-
ness on Conant Ave.
reported having trouble
with a customer.

A Detroit resident
was arrested for a rob-
bery that occurred at a
Jos. Campau Ave. busi-
ness.

- A disorderly person
was reported on Klinger
St.

Thursday, Jan. 13

+ A hit-and-run accident
occurred in the 2300
block of Faber St.

+ Ajuvenile was arrest-
ed in the 2700 block of
Yemans St. for domestic
assault.

- A disorderly person
was reported on Jos.
Campau Ave.

+ A person was arrest-
ed on Danforth St. for do-
mestic assault.

- An agent for a busi-
ness on Jos. Campau

Ave. reported being the
victim of fraud.

Friday, Jan. 14

A suspicious man
standing next to a car in
the 2300 block of Neibel
St. was reported.

- Officers attempted to
pull over the driver of a
stolen Chrysler 200 but
the driver sped off. The
driver fled on foot after
crashing into a General
Motors lot on Jos. Cam-
pau and Hamtramck
Drive. Officers found a
handgun and other items
in the car.

A person found
passed out in the 9600
block of Conant Ave. was
arrested for being drunk.

A dispute between
neighbors was report-
ed in the 2300 block of
Botsford St.

Saturday, Jan. 15

+ A suspicious vehicle
left running and unoccu-
pied was reported in the
2300 block of Holmes
St.

- A person in the 2600
block of Holbrook Ave. re-
ported receiving harass-
ing phone calls.

- An incident of fraud
was reported in the 3300
block of Holbrook Ave.

- An agent for a busi-
ness in the 2100 block
of Caniff Ave. reported
being the victim of fraud.

- Officers went to St.
John hospital to take a
report of two sexual as-
saults.

Sunday, Jan. 16

- A resident reported
that her car was stolen,
but declined to file a re-
port about it.

- A suspicious situa-
tion was reported in the
11300 block of McDou-
gall St.

+ A suspicious situa-
tion was reported in the
2200 block of Goodson
St.

- A disorderly person
was reported in the 3400
block of Evaline St.

Monday, Jan. 17

+ A suspicious situa-
tion was reported in the
2000 block of Caniff Ave.

Continued on page 8

HIGHLAND PARK

HAMTRAMCK

& DETROIT RESIDENTS

sources to help.

The COVID Emergency Rental Assistance (CERA) program
provides rental and utility assistance for residents who fell
behind due to COVID-19. If you or someone you know is be-
hind on rent or utilities, or in court for eviction, there are re-

Up to 12 months of back rent assistance

» Water, sewer, gas, electricity, and internet assistance

Apply online @ bit.ly/CERAHPHK
or call 866-313-2520
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Another suspicious situ-
ation was reported in the
area of Klinger and Car-
penter.

A complaint was
made about an animal
in the 3200 block of Bel-
mont St.

Hamtramck Review
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+ An assault was re-
ported in the 2600 block
of Edwin St.

- An agent for a Jos.
Campau Ave. business
reported having trouble
with a customer.

- A theft was reported

Boneless Wings
& Lar e Cheese Pizza

e .
Toppmﬁfs addltlonal i. y

2 2050

11401 JOSEPH CAMPAU AVE HAMTRAMCK

+ tax
All Day L

at a Jos. Campau Ave.
business.

- A loose dog was re-
ported on Carpenter Ave.

- A vehicle was stolen
on Trowbridge St.

- A vehicle was stolen
on Conant Ave.

- A resident of Dear-
born was arrested during
an investigation.
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WINGS

 FINGERS
« PIZZA - BURGERS

™S DOORDASH UberEats GRUBHUB

Hours of operation: Monday-Friday 10:30am-11pm
Saturday: 12pm-11pm - Sunday: 12pm-10pm
Winter hours may vary

COMBOS
3 FINGERS

1 Flavor « 1 Dip
Fries & Drink

$1099

TEXAS DON
(2 FINGERS ANY
FLAVOR OR STFAK)
Fries & Drink

$1099

SUBS « WRAPS .

» SALADS 107 oncless

313-469-9464 |} 112 macon
313-AMY-WING | surmi

ONLINE ORDER AVAILABLE | Chicken Slder)
“W.thewingfeﬂas.eom $1099
il BT

Fries & Drink

$1099

~ HALF
BIG FELLA
SUB
1 Flavor, Fries & Drink

$1099

Odds &

Ends

Continued from page 5
FundMe account has been
set up for those who wish
to contribute.

To find the site, go to
GoFundMe and search for
“Home and Vehicle Dam-
ages from Police Chase.”

As of Thursday morning,
over $2,600 has been
raised with a goal of reach-
ing at least $25,000.

Dardeni Chowdhury is
the organizer of the fund-
raiser and had this to say
about the incident:

“A police chase on Jan-
uary 19, 2022 led to the
suspect crashing into my
car and destroying the
front porch and foundation
of my home, as well as
destroying the neighbor’s
house.

“My young son saw the
whole thing happen from
his window and would’'ve
almost gotten injured had
the driver crashed closer
to our home. | am a single
mother with four children in
a low-income household.

“We don’'t have enough
money to cover any of the
repairs, and we do not
have insurance coverage
for both the car and the
house. The car was the
only vehicle we had, and
we were constantly putting
money into repairing it be-
fore this incident.

“My kids need a car to go
to school, to go shopping,
to go to the doctors, and
many other places, and |
need desperately need it
to go to work. | have many
health issues, and was at
the hospital two days be-
fore this incident.

“This incident was not

Our Banquet Hall at Polonia restaurant is the ideal place to host
a party or any function for up to 100 guests.

at all what | expected,
and has only added to the
many issues | have to take
care of. | would greatly ap-
preciate any donations.
My kids and | really need
help.”

Showtime... Broadway’s
22nd-longest running
show, “Hairspray,” trucks

into the Fisher Theatre
through Jan. 30.

In spite of some techni-
cal issues including props,
lights and sound (on night
two!), the show rides a win-
ning cast (albeit non-Equi-

Friday, January 21, 2022

ty, for shame) and a strong-
ly-written second act (with
killer versions of “lI Know
Where I've Been” and the
titular finale).

The cast is uniformly
good, with standout per-
formances by Toneisha
Harris as “Motormouth
Maybelle,” Addison Garner
as evil cheerleader mom
“Velma Von Tussle,” and
Emanuel Zeesman as sev-
eral cast members.

It's colorful, lively, time-
ly, and contains John Wa-
ters’ original sense of sly,
off-color fun. Go to Broad-
wayindetroit.com for all
you need to know.

EMERGENCY

To be eligible:

Experiencing financial
hardship during the
COVID-19 pandemic

Rent

Upto 15
months of
rental assistance

RENTAL ASSISTANCE

Wayne County’s Emergency Rental Assistance
Program (ERAP) makes funding available to assist
households that are unable to pay rent or utility bills.

Experiencing
Housing instability

*Open to all communities in Wayne County excluding the City of Detroit.
*For Detroit's program, visit this link: https://bit.ly/3hHUT66

APPLY TODAY

What can this program cover?

Utilities

Electricity, home
heating, water,
sewer, internet,

and trash (if billed

with other utility)

Find more information and apply at:
www.waynecounty.com/rentalassistance

Household income
at or below 80% of
area median income

Other

Internet bills and
relocation costs

e Birthday Parties » Weddings

e Showers ¢ Funeral Luncheons
e Retirement Parties « Communions
« Family Celebrations

 Graduations ¢ Corporate Meetings

- We will provide dessert table, linens, plates
and silverware, standard or premium Bar

WE CATER!

Enjoy our chef made Polish specialties

for as low as 1 2 per person

— Delivery available —
To place your special order
call (313) 873-8432

2934 Yemans St - Hamtramck « 313.873.8432




