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FRD PHARMACY
9811 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 871-1115
Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

www.sav-mor.com

DRUG STORES

“Your Pharmacy Experts”
Additional Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and Generic

Medications

$400
GENERICS
30-DAY SUPPLY*

$999
GENERICS
90-DAY SUPPLY*

Over 500 drugs available. 
See www.sav-mor.com for details.

Manage Your Meds Anywhere with
the FRD Pharmacy MOBILE APP

TALK TO A DOCTOR
anytime, anywhere.

Introducing

My T Health Plus
Unlimited calls to a doctor,

for you and your family.
$1499

/mo.
www.MTHealthplus.com

11401 JOS CAMPAU AVE. • HAMTRAMCK • 313-469-9464

2 SLICES 
PIZZA 

and a can drink

$399
+ tax
11am-2pm

11401 JOS CAMPAU
313-4MY-WING

See 
ad, 

page 8
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Quote of the
week …
Quote of the
week …

Visit 
Us On:

Who said this, and what is it
about? You can find the quote
and the story it belongs to
somewhere in the pages of this
issue.

“I want to ride off to the
sunset. I want people to
just forget about me.”
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Additional 
Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and
Generic 

Medications

Sign Up & Start Saving Today!
$10 GIFT CARD JUST FOR

SIGNING UP!
Act Now! Limited time offer. Card can be 

redeemed at any participating Sav-Mor Store.
Ask store for details.

One-time
$10 Enrollment Fee Covers

Your Entire Family!
DISCOUNT ONLY - NOT INSURANCE. This program is not an 
insurance policy and does not provide insurance coverage. 

Persons receiving prescription benefits from a publicly funded
health care program are ineligible. Discounts are available 

exclusively through participating Sav-Mor Pharmacies.

FRD PHARMACY
9811 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 871-1115
Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

www.sav-mor.com

FRD Sav-Mor Pharmacy
is Proud to Serve

Members

Rite-Aid 
Customers
Welcome!

DRUG STORES

“Your Pharmacy Experts”

$400
GENERICS
30-DAY SUPPLY*

$999
GENERICS
90-DAY SUPPLY*

Over 500 drugs available. 
See www.sav-mor.com for details.

Merry Christmas and
Happy Hanukkah everyone!

This is our Christmas
issue, and we hope this hol-
iday season brings joy to
everyone.

The town has been
bustling the past week as
holiday shoppers round up
their gifts and food special-
ties at our Polish markets.

This week also brings
about a historical occasion
with Gov. Snyder declaring
Hamtramck has emerged
from its financial crisis, and
the emergency manager is
now leaving her post.

That news is a great gift to
the city. We wish outgoing
Emergency Manager Cathy
Square much success in her
next endeavour, and of
course, thank her for a job
well done.

Inside this issue you will
see that we named her
“Newsmaker of the Year” – a
title she richly deserves.

We also wish our brand
new City Manager, Katrina
Powell, much success. She
is just now settling into the
job, trying to get to know
everyone.

We have much to be thank-
ful for this holiday, and a lot
to look forward to in the com-
ing year.

May be peace be with all
of you.

By Greg Kowalski
These are troubled

times.
The whole world seems

to be in endless turmoil,
the United States is under
the threat of foreign at-
tackers and the future is
uncertain.

Yet there is hope, al-
though tempered with un-
ease.

That was the prevailing
attitude of Hamtramck in
December 1943, in the
depths of World War II. It
was a joyous season, but
it was a muted joy. We
were winning the war, sort
of. But Germany and
Japan still had a lot of
fight left. Europe was thor-
oughly under the control
of the Nazis and those
dreaded telegrams were
still arriving at a regular
rate informing that a loved
one had been lost.

For some the Star of
Bethlehem was replaced
by the Gold Star hung in
the window, signifying that
someone would never be
coming home for Christ-
mas again.

“Some of the more real-
istic effects of the gigan-
tic war will be felt when

Hamtramck celebrates
its 1943 Christmas,”
The Citizen newspa-
per noted on its

front page on Dec. 23,
1943.

“Some, of course, have
already been noted. The
shortage of consumer
goods, usually plentiful,
the rationing of food and
other items, makes for a
less demonstrative Yule
spirit. And, too, the curtail-
ment of liquor supplies
doesn’t add to a noisier
celebration.

“However, balancing the
ledger is the knowledge
that Hamtramck, as well
as the rest of the nation,
has gone through another
year free of the sounds of
battle.”

The Citizen tellingly
noted that there would be
many empty chairs at the
Christmas dinner table
that year. Some 5,486
Hamtramckans were in
the service then, and
most would not be coming
home on furlough.

All these factors over-
shadowed the spirit of the
season.

Nevertheless, life went
on. City Hall closed at
noon on Christmas Eve,
churches braced to wel-
come crowds at Midnight
Mass and harried wives,
moms and grandmothers
scrambled to prepare
Christmas Eve and Christ-
mas Day dinners in the

constraints of rationing. 
But there didn’t seem to

be any rationing on
pierogi, dried mushrooms
and fried fish, all which
were available at Dad’s
Delicatessen at Jos. Cam-
pau and Caniff.  And the
meat markets, including
Kowalski’s, were produc-
ing kielbasa at a steady
pace.

At Tau Beta on Hanley
Street, an amateur acting
troupe put on a free per-
formance of Charles Dick-
ens’ “A Christmas Carol.”
Over at Kosciuszko
School, Santa made a
special appearance. And
40 kids over at the re-
cently built Col. Ham-
tramck Homes put on a
holiday play and set up a
Nativity scene.

Still, the presence of
the war was felt every-
where. Detroit Edison
urged people to curtail
their holiday cooking as
much as possible to con-
serve fuel that was
needed for the war effort.
And if you were lucky
enough to have a tele-
phone, Michigan Bell Tele-
phone asked you to “Help
keep war-crowded circuits
clear on Dec. 24, 25 and
26. Please use long dis-
tance only if it is vital. War
needs the wires – even on

holidays.”
Images of soldiers dec-

orated store ads in the
paper, and Fromm’s store
listed its own Honor Roll
of overseas soldiers: Lt.
Edward J. Malinowski,
Sgt. Julius Kucab, Pvt.
Stanley T. Czarnik and A-S
George Kucab.

Of all places, White
House Cleaners may have
captured the spirit better
than anyone else.

“The Best to You!” It
stated in its small ad.

“The 1943 Christmas
Season cannot be quite
as gay as those in previ-
ous years -- for there will
be empty chairs at the
Yule Dinner Table.

“The True Christmas
Spirit will never be miss-
ing, though. For we Ameri-
cans know how to Live
and how to Fight.

“It is the sincere wish of
the White House Cleaners
and Dryers that Yanks --
those on the home front
and those on the battle
front -- put aside their
cares and enjoy a real
Merry Christmas.”

And it was a merry
Christmas, despite being
troubled times.

Remember that 
spirit this year.

The enduring spirit of 
Christmas, even in troubled times

A Joyful Holiday Season to All

9833 Jos. Campau
Downtown 
Hamtramck

www.NewPalaceBakery.com

Specializing in Polish and European Style
Baking Bread, Cakes, Cookies, 

Pies & Pastries, Wedding &
Birthday Cakes

Silent night, holy night!

All is calm, all is bright.

By John Ulaj
Publisher of The Review

The word “Essence” means
“something that exists, espe-
cially a spiritual or immaterial
entity.” 

These days, in business as
well as in plain everyday life, I
encounter many people who
demonstrate ingratitude, espe-
cially considering the wonder-
ful things a lot of them
possess. What is it that we
human beings are seeking;
what is it that we want, or de-
sire to achieve?

Is the answer, “Amassing
wealth”?  The ability to buy so-
called “big ticket” items, such
as boats, fancy cars, etc.?

When we think about how
many of us strive to attain an
inner peace, is it materialism
that we feel will eventually
bring that to us? We employ a
variety of means, such as en-
tertainment, the use of psy-
chologists or therapists,
and/or motivational books to
fill our emptiness, but still we
feel that we are tending to
miss the TRUE MEANING of
life.

If accumulating wealth or
possessions, or soothing our-
selves with entertainment or
therapy, made people truly
happy, then shouldn’t we feel
it more certainly? Instead,
these things seem like so
many mere panaceas. In-
stead, we continue to witness
drug overdoses, violence of all
types, and suicides at alarm-
ing, and seemingly ever-in-
creasing, rates.

I truly believe that God is the
only one who can fill that void
in one's life. We need to see
life as children do: with antici-
pation and excitement.

Let us not, then, forget the
true Essence of Christmas,
which is the ultimate centering
presence of Christ Himself.
And neither let us forget the
wonder of God's greatest act
of sacrifice and grace. “And
there is no other name under
Heaven given among men by
which we must be saved."
(Acts 4:12).

The uniqueness of every
Christmas snowflake hints at
the uniqueness of God, as well

The Essence 
of Christmas

UNIQUE POLISH BEERS

Beer, 
Wine and 

Spirits

NEW TO THE MENU:
• Jalapeno Pierogi

• Cheeseburger Pierogi

• Zapiekanki 
(Polish Pizza)

• Czarnina
Authentic Duck Soup

Authentic Polish Food
2934 Yemans • Hamtramck • 313-873-8432

www.polonia-restaurant.net Find Us on Facebook!

OFFICIAL PIEROGI 
HEADQUARTERS

BANQUET HALL 
and CATERING

Enjoy Our Polish Classics: 
Stuffed Cabbage, Pierogies, 

Crepes, Potato Pancakes, 
City Chicken, Pork Chops, 

Vegetarian Plates and 
Homemade Soups: 

Dill Pickle & Cabbage. 
Don’t forget to try our 
homemade sausage.

By Charles Sercombe
Here it is, the end of 

2022.
It was a year in which we 

were still going through 
the covid pandemic, al-
though that seems to 
be at, or nearing, its end 
phase (or is it?).

As usual, it was a whirl-
wind, action-packed year 
– just like every other 
year in this little city.

So, find a comfortable 
seat, grab a warm drink, 
and get ready to take a 
trip back through the first 
six months of the year 
2022 in our “Part One of 
the Year in Review.”

JANUARY
The new year started 

with a new political era in 
Hamtramck.

And that new era was 
ushered in with some 
showbiz pizzazz.

About 200 people 
came to the Hamtramck 
High School Commu-
nity Center to witness 
the inauguration of new-
ly-elected Mayor Amer 
Ghalib and newly-elect-
ed City Councilmembers 
Adam Albarmaki, Aman-
da Jaczkowski and Khalil 
Refai.

But, before they were 
sworn into office, the 
audience was treated to 
musical performances 
by Anamika Roy, a radio 
and recording artist from 
Bangladesh, and Maria 
Saad, a 14-year-old 9th 
grade student in Dear-
born.

Saad belted out the 
national anthem with a 
voice beyond her years.

The new crop of elect-
ed officials was of histor-
ical importance. The city 
council and mayor were 
now all Muslim – a first 
for Hamtramck -- and the 
entire nation.

Ghalib also became 
the first Yemeni-American 
mayor of Hamtramck.

His election put an end 
to Polish-Americans hold-
ing that position for the 

past 100 years – since 
back when Hamtramck 
first became a city.

Outgoing Mayor Karen 
Majewski lost her re-elec-
tion bid in a landslide de-
feat. Majewski had been 
mayor for 16 years, and 
a member of city council 
for two years before that. 

Ghalib, who had never 
held elective office, came 

to this country when he 
was 18. He graduated 
from Hamtramck High 
School 21 years ago. 
He is a licensed nurse 
in Michigan, and is work-
ing to become a medical 
doctor.

When he stepped up to 
the lectern to speak, he 
was greeted with a rock 
star’s standing ovation, 
and whistles from the 
largely Yemeni-American 
audience.

He reminisced about 
advice he had received 
from a school counselor, 
while in his graduate year 
at the high school, who 
had convinced him to go 
into the medical field.

Ghalib said he actually 
had wanted to pursue a 
life in politics. As such, 
he said that running for 
mayor was a return to his 
“first love.”

Ghalib also said that 
his victory represented 
“An opportunity that was 
once a dream becoming 
reality … This is a victory 
for all.”

He said his adminis-

tration would be a “new 
chapter,” and that it 
wouldn’t be one of “divi-
sion, favoritism and ex-
clusivity.”

He also promised to 
“not make decisions be-
hind closed doors.”

The inauguration of 
Ghalib became one op-
tion for out “Newsmaker 
of the Year” choice.

He had plenty of com-
petition for that distinc-
tion, however. 

Among the other top 
stories of the year were: 
the covid pandemic, and 
an amazing new Census 
count for the city that 
said our population had 

jumped up by 28 percent.
Also, much talked 

about was the influx of 
recreational marijuana 
dispensaries. The city is 
now capped at four out-
lets.

n

Covid still had its grip 
on the city, forcing Ham-
tramck Public District 
students to wait for a few 
more weeks before com-
ing back from their holi-
day break.

n
The school year began 

in a cloud of mystery in 
the Hamtramck Public 
School District.

Superintendent Ja-
leelah Ahmed did not re-
turn to her job, after tak-
ing a medical leave for 
several weeks, and Inter-
im Superintendent Nabil 
Nagi therefore continued 
in that role.

Both Nagi and the 
school board were tight-
lipped about Ahmed’s fu-
ture with the district.

Ahmed, the district’s 
first Yemeni-American to 
be appointed to that po-
sition almost two years 
ago, had come under 
heavy criticism from both 
teachers and adminis-
trators over her manage-
ment style.

A wave of experienced 
teachers and staff had 
resigned during her ten-
ure, which then created a 
critical shortage of staff 
members.

Since that time, Ahmed 
has filed a lawsuit 
against the district, but 
has still not returned to 
her job. The board later 
extended Ahmed’s leave 
of absence, and so Nagi 
remains on as interim 

superintendent.
Later in the year, the 

board announced that 
Ahmed was under inves-
tigation, but no details 
were ever provided about 
the nature of that inves-
tigation.

The matter is still pend-
ing.

	

FEBRUARY
“Dignity” was the word 

of the day for Hamtramck 
Public School District 
teachers, who held a ral-
ly outside the district’s 
administration building 
to kick off new contract 
negotiations that took 
place afterward.

While no one said that 
this year’s negotiations 
were going to be hostile, 
there had been plenty of 
complaints heard about 
the administration over 
the past two years.

Interim Superintendent 
Nagi told The Review 
that he looked forward to 
working with the teach-
ers, and settling on a 
contract that is fair.

“We will be working 
with our partners to find 
common ground that 
gets all stakeholders 
to a better place,” Nagi 
said. “Our table is not 
going to leave anyone 
behind. We have amaz-
ing partners, and look 
forward to cooperation, 
collaboration, and com-
mitment throughout our 
conversations.”

n

Hamtramck was about 
to get a financial windfall 
from its marijuana dis-
pensaries.

Cities that allow dis-
pensaries to operate 
within their city limits 
get tax monies from the 
state each year, based 
on how much the state 
took in in taxes and fees 
from the dispensaries 
operating in each city.

The issue of dispen-
saries has been – and 
still is -- a hot-button one 
here, and some city offi-
cials have wrestled back 
and forth, pro and con, 
with the very concept of 
allowing them to operate.

This year’s estimat-
ed revenue is at least 
$100,000 from the city’s 
four dispensaries.

That money came at a 
time of need for the city.

n
The title for the year’s 

budget review painted a 
fairly grim financial pic-
ture of the city.

It was called: 
“A Tale of One City: The 

Worst of Times, and the 
Worst of Times.”

The overview basically 
laid out a pattern of de-
clining revenue streams, 
dating back to 2003. 

For instance, income 
tax collection had gone 
down -- despite the city 
experiencing a surge in 
population, from about 
22,000 to over 28,000, 
in the last 10 years.

Time to take a break and look back: Year in Review – Part One

Closed 
Christmas 

Eve
Dec. 24-26
Reopens 
Tuesday, 
Dec. 27

HPS Superintendent Jaleelah Ahmed did not return to 
her job as expected in January after taking a medical 
leave, and eventually she was placed on indefinite leave. 
She remains on leave. 

The inauguration of Mayor Amer Ghalib and an all-Muslim 
city council ushered in a new political era in Hamtramck.

The city’s marijuana dispensaries proved to be a financial 
windfall for the city from taxes and fees.
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nology department or
principal if parents or stu-
dents need any kind of
assistance.  

We know there is a lot
for parents to do and we
want them to know that
we are available to assist
and support the learning
any way we can.  We also
have the parent engage-
ment team that offer ad-
ditional supports to our
families.  

We are working to
make things easier for
our families; we have
partnerships to support
our families with food, di-
apers, eviction assis-
tance and so many more
things.  

We are truly grateful for
our parents and
guardians. They are true
partners and we want

them to know we are
here for them. 

Review: What is the
latest information on
state and federal finan-
cial aid?

Ahmed: The state has
yet to approve a budget
for schools.   The latest
information on state
funding is the Return to
Learn Plan.  

Under this plan House
Bills 5911, 5912, and
5913 would amend the
State School Aid Act to
direct per pupil funding
for the 2020-2021
school year based on
four main parameters
and considerations:
days, hours, enrollment,
and attendance.  

Per-pupil funding will be
based on a new “Super

Blend” formula whereby
the 2019-2020 count
(obtained by weighting
the February 2019 count
at 10% and the October
2019 count at 90%)
would make up 75% of
the super blend, and the
2020-2021 count (ob-
tained by weighting the
number of full-time pupils
engaged in pandemic
learning for fall 2020 at
90% and the February
2020 count at 10%)
would make up 25%.

There are two new
sources of federal fund-
ing are available for
school districts:

• Elementary & Sec-
ondary School Emer-
gency Relief (ESSER)
which are available to all
Michigan school districts,
however, priority was

given to the 332 districts
identified above and as
defined in MDE’s Ap-
proved Federal CARES
Act Grant Proposal as
serving the most disad-
vantaged student popula-
tions.

• Michigan was
awarded a Governor’s
Emergency Education Re-
lief (GEER) Fund grant for
the purpose of providing
local educational agen-
cies (LEAs), institutions
of higher education
(IHEs), and other educa-
tion related entities with
emergency assistance as
a result of the Novel
Coronavirus Disease
2019 (COVID-19).
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For more information about events at the 
library call (313) 733-6822, or visit its website 

at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you 
can also access the online catalog. 

The library is located at 2360 Caniff.

This week at the library...

GBP BD wW-i GKwU D”Pgv‡bi cÖKí

• wnU I cvwb
• Avjv`v ivbœvNi
• Av‡qi Abymv‡i fvov
• fe‡bi †fZ‡i WvK&
• e¨vqvgvMvi

• 24 N›Uv wbivcËv cvnvov
• we‡bv`b †K›`ª
• kxZZvc wbqwš¿Z
• cvVvMvi

n¨vgUªvwgK wmwbqi cøvRv 
2620 njeªæK ÷ªxU, n¨vgUªvwgK  •  313 873 7787

n¨vgUªvwgK nvDwms Kwgkb (GBP& GBP& Gm&) eY©, †MvÎ, ag© , RvZxq Drm, wj½,  weKjv½ ev cvwievwiK Ae¯’v‡bi wfwË‡Z
Kv‡iI AeÁv K‡ibv|  ‡mKkvb 3 Gi †hvM¨Zvm¤úbœ AvMÖnx‡`i www.hud.gov G wbeÜb Ki&‡Z Aby‡iva Kiv hv‡”Q|

Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

The Hamtramck Public Library is open!
The following limited services are now available:

Limited Walk-ins: (Ten persons at a time)
Book drop-off and pick-up

Copying, Printing, and Faxing

Computers are available by appointment only. Please
call (313)733-6822 Send attachments for printing to:

hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com

Wear a mask and practice social distancing to keep us all safe.
To increase internet access through Hamtramck, the library is

now offering a limited number of WI-FI HOTSPOTS for checkout to
take home. These small and easy to use devices are portable
and create a private Wi-Fi access point for up to 16 devices,

such as laptops, tablets, and smartphones. 

9517 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck
586-879-8058 Call for Appt.

Schools Supt. talks about school year 
Continued from front page  

By Charles Sercombe
A 19-year-old Ham-

tramck man is charged
with attempting to stran-
gle his sister to death.

Darnell Hill is also sus-
pected of being involved
in several shootings and
police chases in recent
weeks.

He was arrested last
week after a police
chase.

According to sources,
he may be suspected in
a number of break-ins in
D e a r b o r n - D e a r b o r n
Heights.

Hill was arraigned on
several felony charges

last Friday (Sept. 11),
which include: assault
with intent to murder, in-
terfering with a crime re-
port, carrying a
concealed weapon, as-

sault with a dangerous
weapon and fleeing offi-
cers.

His bond was set at
$525,000.

The assault with intent
to murder charge by itself
carries a maximum
penalty of life in prison.

Details of the case
were not made available.
It was not revealed why
he attempted to allegedly
strangle his sister, or
what condition she is in.

Man charged in strangulation 
of sister

SUPPORT LOCAL 
BUSINESSES

New books available!  Call us to hold a book for you.

(3663)
• Mail a check or money

order to: Gleaners Com-
munity Food Bank, P.O. Box
44050, Detroit, MI
48244-0050. Checks
should be made payable
to Gleaners Community
Food Bank and include
Mow Down Hunger on
memo line to ensure the
contribution is matched.

Monetary donations will
also be accepted at Wein-
gartz stores. Visit www.wein-
gartz.com/locations to view
hours and locations.

Continued front page

Quick Hits

Darnell Hill

thony Majewski – no rela-
tion to our mayor – in
March of 1922.

This first building was
consecrated on Sept. 27
of that year. The current
building, in its location at
Caniff and Brombach,

was actually completed
in 1930.

And here they are
today, 100 years of his-
tory behind them, peer-
ing into the future to see
what lies ahead.

St. Ladislaus Parish is
about to celebrate its
centennial Cont. from front page
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








• 
• 








By Greg Kowalski
Author and historian

Leonard Kniffel will hold a
reception and signing for
his new book “Busia:
School Days on the Farm
with My Polish Grand-
mother” 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Saturday, Dec. 21, at the
Hamtramck Historical Mu-
seum.

It is the follow up to his

earlier book “Busia: Sea-
sons on the Farm with My
Polish Grandmother,” and
relates the story of his
childhood growing up on a
farm under the watchful
care of Busia – his grand-
mother. 

His stories are touching
and inspirational, and his
books would make excel-
lent holiday gifts. 

Copies of both “Busia”
books will be available for
purchase, and Kniffel will
sign books. Light refresh-
ments will be served free.

The Hamtramck Histori-
cal Museum is at 9525

Jos. Campau. Visit the mu-
seum website, www.ham-
tramckhistory.org. Email
hamtramckhistory@gmail.
com. Or call (313) 893-
5027.  
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Samaritans Community Food
Assistance Program

for Hamtramck Residents
and Surrounding Areas

Bring proof of income, and picture ID

8625 Jos. Campau
11am-12pm

Every 2nd Monday 
of the Month

It’s Time to Pray, 
Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-5191   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

We are an Active
Parish Serving the

Community 

Celebrating 97 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church

December 23 – Mass for People on our Prayer List 7 pm
December 24 – Vigil of the Nativity of our Lord Mass 9 am 

Christmas Sing-a-long 11:30 pm
Shepherd’s Mass (Pasterka) 12:00 Midnight

December 25 – Solemnity of Nativity of our Lord 9 am
December 26 – Feast of St. Stephen, Proto-Martyr 

(Msza Sw. w j. polskim) 10 am
December 27 – Feast of St. John, Apostle & Evangelist –

Blessing of Wine 10 am
January 1 – Solemnity of Circumcision of our Lord 10 am   

January 2 – Solemnity of Holy Name of Jesus 7 pm

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

Leaders
in Short-Term

Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery 
and quality care through 
our comprehensive 
rehabilitation program.

OVER 40 TYPES OF PIEROGI, SMOKED AND FRESH KIELBASA, USZKA, 
DRIED POLISH MUSHROOMS, PLUS MUCH MORE! FAMILY OWNED AND 

OPERATED FOR OVER 36 YEARS!
“THE BEST POLISH DELI...THE BEST PIEROGI EVER.”

ANDREW ZIMMERN FROM TRAVEL CHANNEL’S BIZARRE FOODS

A wide variety of meats and imported groceries! 
Stop in and see for yourself! Made fresh daily on our premises.

Our own Homemade Polish Kielbasa, 5 different types of Smoked Kielbasa

We have homemade Farmers Cheese, Sauerkraut, Pickles, Fresh Ground Horse-
radish, Mushroom Uszka, and Pure Honey!

Krakowska
Canadian Bacon/Poledwica
Cottage Ham/Baleron
Smoked Spare Ribs/Zeberka
Blood Sausage/Kiszka
Smoked Bacon/Boczek

Jellied Pigs Feet/Zimne Nogi
Baked Liver Sausage/Pasztet
Head Cheese/Salceson 

(4 Types)
Smoked Kielbasa (5 Types)
Crepes/Nalesniki

Pickle Soup, Czarnina and
many more...

Potato Dumplings/Kopytka
Fresh Polish Kielbasa/
Biala Kielbasa    

OUR HOMEMADE
WE SHIP

NATIONWIDE!

Merry 
Christmas
Wesolych
Swiat

Hamtramck Academy 
11420 Conant St., Hamtramck, MI  48212-3134 

313-368-7312 PHONE  313-477-2869 FAX

OPEN ENROLLMENT NOTICE
Open enrollment for the 2020-2021 academic school year ends 

on 2/28/2020 at 5 p.m. Applications are available for grades K - 8 
and can be obtained at the school, at www.NHAschools.com or 

by calling 866-NHA-ENROLL. Should the number of applications 
received during open enrollment exceed available seats, a 

random-selection drawing will be necessary. The drawing, if 
needed, will be held on 3/12/2020 at 1:30 p.m. in the Multipurpose 
Area. Applications received after open enrollment will be accepted 

on a first-come, first-served basis for remaining open seats. 
Waiting lists will be formed accordingly. 

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY 
AS TO STUDENTS 

Hamtramck Academy admits students of any race, color, and 
nationality or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, 

and activities generally accorded or made available to students at 
the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of intellectual or 
athletic abilities, measures of achievement or aptitude, disability, 

status as a handicapped person, homeless status, English 
proficiency, religion, creed, race, sex, color, or national origin in 

administration of its educational policies, admissions policies and 
athletic or other school-administered programs.

Support Your Local
Businesses - Get Out
on the Hamtown!

• Assorted Coffee Cakes
• Old Fashioned Holiday Fruit Cake

• Pierniki
• Holiday Santa Cookies

• Tortes
• Honey or Rum Babka

• Assorted Cookies
• Chrusciki
• Kolackzi

• Halka
• Almond, Poppy Seed & Walnut Rolls

• Cheesecakes`

313-872-1988
10335 Jos Campau • Hamtramck

HOLIDAY
HOURS:

Sunday, 
Dec. 15 & 22
10am-4pm

Monday, Dec. 23
6am-6pm

Christmas Eve
6am-4pm

‘Busia’ author is back for a book 
signing at Hamtramck’s museum

By Charles Sercombe
The holiday spirit could

be felt on Monday at Dick-
inson East Elementary
School.

That was the day the
folks at Mittens for De-
troit once again donated
hundreds of brand-new
mittens and gloves for the
students to pick out and
keep.

The mittens and gloves
came in a wide assort-
ment of sizes, styles and
colors. 

If a student wanted
them in shocking blue or
pink, no problem.

The students were ush-
ered in class-by-class,
and they hunched over

several tables with the
goods neatly arranged.
For some, choosing took
only minutes, while others
pondered a while over the
varieties of styles.

The need for cold-
weather clothing is great
in Hamtramck. Many of
the kids come from immi-
grant families who do not
have a lot of money to
spend on clothing.

At the very least, many
of them will now have
warm hands and fingers.

Mitten give-away returns to 
Dickinson East Elementary School

NEW LOCATION! 
40211 Mound Rd.

Sterling Heights, MI 48310
586-250-9090 Call for Hours

www.Srodek.com

9601 Jos Campau St.
Hamtramck, MI 48212

(313) 871-8080 Call for extended hours
Hamtramck Hours: Mon-Thur: 8am-6pm, 

Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm

 
 

 

This week at the Library . . . 
Adoptive Yoga and Thai Chi:  The 
group exercise sessions at the library 
are finished for this year, but they will 
start up again in the second half of 
January 2023.  Check the library col-
umn for exercise schedule for the 
coming year. 

Book Suggestion:  Romance? Check, 
Drama? Check, Happy ending? You 
will have to read it to find out for 
yourself.  Grab a copy of Oliver Hig-
gins Prouty’s novel.  “Now, Voyag-
er”, enjoy the emotional crescendos 
that run throughout and join us on Fri-
day, February 24th at 11:30 am for 
our Read Up and Meet Up book chat.  
Sure, that is months away, however, it 
is a great title for some late night win-
ter reading. 

MiLibrary Quest:  For parents and 
teachers of restless teens, we want to 
let you know that the MiLibraryQuest 
will be returning this winter with a 
new theme, a new interactive puzzle 
to solve , and (of course) some new 
prizes to win.  Sponsored by the Li-
brary of Michigan.  

Big Library Read:  Looking for a 
tory with a bit more action?  Give the 
writings of Elmore Leonard a shot.  
Although not a Michigan native him-
self, his family relocated to the Detroit 
area during his youth and it would be 
a shame for locals with a taste of 
crime, thriller, and western fiction to 
not be familiar with this prolific writ-
er.  A number of his stories have been 
adapted to the big screen or been de-
veloped into a series.  From “3:10 to 
Yuma”, and “Justified to Out of 

Sight” and “Get Shorty”.  Nothing 
says the holidays like a book with bit 
of grit. 

Story Time:  Where can you find 
live, in-person, story time entertain-
ment for your kids?  The library, of 
course!  Beginning on January 9th at 4 
pm on Mondays, we will be offering 
up a selection of silly tales that will 
make your little one’s day. 

Game Night:  What is better than sit-
ting alone, being bord?  Joining us for 
Game Night at the library, of course.   
We are serving up something fun each 
Friday starting January 6th at 4 pm.  
Stop by and let us know that you have 
come to play. 

Jerry Pinkney:  Perhaps you are 
looking for books suitable for younger 
readers?  Seeing as we have come up-
on his birthday (December 22nd) why 
not check out the works of this author 
and illustrator.  His detailed watercol-
ors have not only graced the USPS 
Black Heritage Stamp Series and they 
adorn the covers and pages of a few 
items in our collection.  Pick one up 
for your children to enjoy this winter 
break. 

ESL Classes in the Library:  There 
be no ESL classes from December 
26th to January 5th.  They will start up 
again on January 9th for the rest of the 
2022-23 school year  The ESL classes 
organized by Horizon School and are 
held in the library four days a week 
(Monday to Thursday). There are two 
sessions with the first staring at 9 am 
and the second at 11:30 am 

Library is located at 2360 Caniff Avenue, Phone (313) 733-6822 
Or visit its website at http://hamtramck. Lib.mi.us for on line catalog 

Attachments for printing, faxing or scanning send to 
hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com 

December 23, 2022 

The report said that, in 
2003, the city collected 
over $2.7 million, while 
in the year 2020, it was 
a little over $2.6 million.

While the city’s budget 
has remained at about 
$16 million since 2003, 

state revenue sharing 
shrunk from $4.5 million 
to $3.2 million. 

It was the same story 
with property tax collec-
tion, which is the where 
the city gets the bulk of 
its money to operate. In 
2003, the city collected 
$7.1 million, but by 2020, 
that figure was down to 
$6.8 million.

The bad news was not 
unexpected. The city has 
been in deficit spending 
for the past two years, 
and at the rate it’s going, 
the budget surplus will 
run out sometime in the 
next few years.

n
A decades-long tradi-

tion came to an end.
The Polish Day Parade 

Committee announced 
that, going forward, the 
parade will be held in the 
City of Warren.

The parade has been 
tied, traditionally, to the 
Hamtramck Labor Day 
Festival.

Festival organizers said 
that they will organize a 
city parade to take the 

place of the Polish Pa-
rade.

n
Paczki Day was back in 

full swing this year.
Hamtramck’s very own 

holiday returned, in con-
junction with the covid 

pandemic having reced-
ed.

Also coming back was: 
the paczki eating contest.

	

MARCH
The ongoing Russian 

war on Ukraine had many 
connections to the metro 
area’s Ukrainian commu-
nity.

Former Hamtramckan 
Ksenia Rychtycka, who is 
an award-winning poetry 
author, wrote an article 
about how that war had 

hit home.
She wrote:
“My family in Kyiv hud-

dles in their apartment, 
and we can hear a loud 
boom in the distance as 
we talk to them in a video 
call. Their faces are ash-
en, and they have aged in 
the space of a few days.

“My 79-year-old moth-
er-in-law tells us that 
she never imagined liv-
ing through something 
like this. When we end 
the call, she speaks as 
though it may be for the 
last time. Another friend 
and her family flee the 
capital and sit in their car 
for hours, trying to get to 
safety. …

“Ukrainians are resil-
ient and courageous. 
They will continue to fight. 
It is heartbreaking to see 
the horrors currently be-
ing inflicted on Ukraine 
while battling Putin’s in-
vaders on their own.”

n

Sometimes, the bad 
guys wear blue.

A former Hamtramck 
police officer faced brib-
ery charges in federal 
court over his dealings 
with a tow company.

Mike Stout, 60, was 
charged in federal district 
court with receiving over 
$9,000 in bribes, which 

Time to take a break and look back: 
Year in Review – Part One Cont. from front page

WESOLYCH SWIAT! MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Holy Cross Parish
Polish National Catholic Church

OUR 100th ANNIVERSARY
2311 Pulaski Street,

Hamtramck, MI 48212-2940
Rectory Phone: 313-365-0218
www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Very Rev. Jaroslaw A. Nowak, Pastor
Saturday, Dec. 24th	 Vigil of the Nativity of our Lord 
	 9:00 am Holy Mass
	 12-Midnight Shepherd Mass (Pasterka) 
Sunday, Dec. 25th	 Christmas Day Solemnity of the Nativity of our Lord
	 9:00 am Holy Mass
Monday, Dec. 26th	 Feast of St. Stephen, Proto-Martyr (Msza Św. w j. polskim)
	 10:00 am Holy Mass
Tuesday, Dec. 27th 	 Solemnity of Saint John, Apostle & Evangelist
	 7:00 pm Holy Mass (Blessing of Wine)
Wednesday, Dec. 28th 	 Observance of Holy Innocents, Martyrs
	 7:00 pm Holy Mass

~ Serving the Hamtramck Community ~

Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas

Kaplani Tax Service & Kaplani Family
The organizers of the Polish Day Parade pulled the plug 
on their event during the Hamtramck Labor Day Festival. 
They now hold the parade in Warren.

Paczki Day came back with a roar after two years of covid.
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Continued on page 5

Second Front Page
It’s Time to Pray, 
Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Celebrating 100 Years of 
Traditional, Catholic, and 

Democratic Church

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-0218   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

 We are an Active 
Parish Serving the 

Community 

11469 Jos Campau • Hamtramck

             646-683-4427
             www.TheBengalAuto.com

NEW
LOCATION!

PLACE YOUR
CHRISTMAS ORDER!

Angel Wings (Chrušciki), Kolaczki, Assorted Coffee Cakes, 
Rolls (Poppy, Almond, Walnut), Assorted Babkas and Honey Babkas, 
Kremówka (Pope’s favorite), Assorted Christmas Cookies, Jajecznica 
(Holiday Egg Bread with Raisins), Chalkas (Egg Bread with Raisins), 

Mazurka (Rasperry & Pineapple)

HOLIDAY HOURS: Open starting Sunday, Dec. 18 11am-4pm, 
Monday, Dec. 19 - Friday Dec. 23 8am-5pm, Christmas Eve 8am-2pm, 

Closed Christmas Day, Closed Monday, Dec. 26, OPEN Tuesday, Dec. 27

9833 Jos. Campau
Downtown Hamtramck

www.NewPalaceBakery.com
Specializing in Polish and European Style Baking Bread, Cakes, 

Cookies, Pies & Pastries, Wedding & Birthday Cakes

Don’t Forget Your Favorite Kowalski Meats for the 
Holidays!

As the church bells ring proclaiming the birth of Christ we at

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Parish
wish you a Merry Christmas and for the coming New Year - 

health, happiness and prosperity.
Pastor Fr. Janusz Iwan and Parish Staff

Christmas Season 2023
3851 Prescott, Hamtramck, MI 48212

313-891-1520

Our Lady Queen 
of Apostles, 

A Century of Faith 
and Community
• 184 pages of 
Parish history

• Photographs and 
memories

• $35 (plus $5 S&H)
Email or call the 

Parish at 
313-891-1520 for 

more info on how to 
purchase the book.

Saturday, December 24............... Christmas Eve Vigil
	 Family Mass............................................................4pm (English)
	 Solemn Midnight Mass.................12:00 am (Polish & English)
	 (Preceded by the singing of Christmas Carols (koledy) at 11:30pm)

Sunday, December 25.........................Christmas Day
	 Mass in Polish & English.................................................9:30am

Sunday, January 1,  2023...................New Year’s Day
	 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God..................8:00am (English)
	 ..............................................................................9:30am (Polish)

Sunday, January 8, 2023............ Epiphany of the Lord
	 Mass..............................8:00am (English) and 9:30am (Polish)
	 Blessed chalk and incense available

included cash and a car.
Stout, of St Clair 

Shores, faced up to 10 
years in prison and up to 
$250,000 in fines if con-
victed. He was released 
on a $10,000 unsecured 
bond.

This wasn’t the first 

time Stout has come un-
der scrutiny. He and other 
law enforcement officers 
were named in prior law-
suits for their handling of 
past investigations that 
ended up costing Ham-
tramck over $1 million in 
damages, some of which 
was covered by insur-
ance.

Stout was part of a con-
troversial joint task force 
with Highland Park to in-
vestigate auto thefts.

That unit has been dis-
solved.

Stout left the depart-
ment in 2019, and was 
stripped of his police 
powers and also decerti-
fied as a police officer.

n
The recreational mar-

ijuana business turned 
out to be a major mon-
ey-maker in the state.

And Hamtramck was 
in line to receive a mi-
nor windfall in taxes and 
fees from the city’s three 
operating dispensaries. 
That will be to the tune of 
$28,000 per outlet – or, 
in other words, $84,000.

At this time, there were 
three marijuana outlets in 
the city with a fourth on 
the way.

In total, all four will 
bring in a total of at least 
$112,000.

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Treasury issued 
a report on how much 
money was distributed to 
the 38 communities and 
counties that host mari-
juana dispensaries.

According to the press 
release: 

“For the state of Mich-
igan’s 2020 fiscal year, 
more than $31 million 
was collected from the 
10% adult-use marijua-
na excise tax. Combined 
with fees, there was a to-
tal of $45.7 million avail-
able for distribution from 
the fund.”

Michigan schools also 
got a piece of the pie -- 
or make that a piece of a 
gummy.

“Aside from the nearly 
$10 million in disburse-
ments to municipalities 
and counties, around 
$11.6 million will be sent 
to the School Aid Fund 

for K-12 education, and 
another $11.6 million to 
the Michigan Transporta-
tion Fund, upon appropri-

ation,” the press release 
said.

“In total, more than 
$341 million in adult-
use marijuana sales was 
reported for fiscal year 
2020.”

A federal lawsuit filed 
against Hamtramck City 
Attorney James Allen and 
the City of Hamtramck 
was thrown out.

The lawsuit was filed 
by Charles Blackwell, a 
self-described “activist” 
and government watch-
dog.

Blackwell, who was 
paralyzed from the waist 
down in a drive-by shoot-
ing, had been filing vari-
ous Freedom of Informa-
tion Act requests with 
the City of Inkster, which 
Allen’s law firm also rep-
resents, and in Ham-
tramck.

Some of the FOIA’s had 
been denied and others 
were complied with.

The lawsuit claimed 
that Allen violated the 
Americans with Disabil-
ities Act, and that he 
attempted to suppress 
Blackwell’s First Amend-
ment right.

Bad blood eventually 
developed between Al-
len and Blackwell, and 
that led to Allen send-
ing Blackwell a series of 
what the court described 
as “vulgar” messages.

Blackwell alleged that 
those demeaning emails 
curtailed his First Amend-

ment right.
But none of that was a 

factor in federal district 

court Judge Mark Gold-
smith’s dismissal of the 
lawsuit.

The judge noted that 
the federal laws that 
Blackwell cited did not 
apply.

Blackwell’s lawsuit at-
tracted media attention, 
mostly because of the 
comments Allen made.

Allen later apologized 
for his language. 

n
For the first time since 

the mid-1980s, the Ham-
tramck Cosmos boys bas-
ketball team won a Dis-
trict Championship.

The team was on its 
way to taking it all in 
state competition. They 
got close.

The Cosmos magical 
season ended with a loss 
to number-one ranked 
Orchard Lake St. Mary's, 
83-72, in a regional final 
played at Detroit Renais-
sance. 

While the season was 
brought to an abrupt end, 
it was certainly a suc-
cessful one. The team 
won its 2nd league cham-
pionship in a row, won 
its first district title in 37 
years, and finished with 
20 wins overall, leading 
to a Top-10 ranking in the 

Time to take a break and look back: Year in 
Review – Part One Continued from page 2

December 25th  9:00 am
CHRISTMAS DAY - Solemnity of the 

Nativity of our Lord
MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
WESOŁYCH ŚWIĄT!

Dec. 24 –  CHRISTMAS EVE 
Holy Mass 9 am

Shepherd’s Mass (Pasterka) 12 Midnight
Dec. 26 – Feast of St. Stephen, Proto-Martyr 

(Msza Św. w j. Polskim) 10 am
Dec. 27 -  Solemnity of Saint John, Apostle & 

Evangelist – Blessing of Wine 7 pm
Holy Mass for those on our Prayer List

Dec. 28 - Observance of Holy Innocents, 
Martyrs 7 pm

Dec. 31 – Solemnity of the Holy Family 10 am

 

City Attorney James Allen was dismissed for a lawsuit 
filed against him. Later in the year, he resigned as city 
attorney and went into private practice.

The Cosmos boy basketball team had their championship 
dreams nipped. Could 2023 be their year?

Merry 
Christmas 
& Happy 
New Year 
from Everyone at 

The Review
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n Award Winning Lego
    Program
n Award Winning 
    Robotics Program
n District & State DECA
    Competitions
n National Honor Society
n Full Sports Program
n Full Day Kindergarten
n Summer Recreation
    Programs
n Technology & Career
    Prep Courses

n Honors & Advance
    Placement Classes
n Dual Enrollment
n AP Honor Roll Recipient
n Art, Music, Band
n Restorative Practices
n Positive Behavior 
    Intervention System (PBIS)
n Parent Engagement
    Programs
n Adult Education Program
n Career and Technology
    Education (CTE Programs)

Dickinson East Elementary 
3385 Norwalk
(313) 591-7406
K – 6th Grades

Dickinson West Elementary 
2333 Burger

(313) 591-7407
K – 6th Grades

Early Childhood Elementary 
11680 McDougall

(313) 591-7410
Pre K – 2nd Grades

Holbrook Elementary 
2361 Alice

(313) 591-7408
K – 8th Grades

Tau Beta School 
3056 Hanley

(313) 591-7409
K – 8th Grades

 

Kosciuszko Middle School 
2333 Burger

(313) 591-7405
7th – 8th Grades

Hamtramck High School 
11410 Charest
(313) 591-7401

9th – 12th Grades

Horizon School 
3225 Caniff

(313) 591-7404
9th - 12th Grades

Enroll at 
Hamtramck 

Public Schools 
3201 Roosevelt

(313) 591-7423

Dickinson East 
Elementary
3385 Norwalk

(313) 873-9437
K – 6th Grades

Dickinson West 
Elementary
2333 Burger

(313) 365-5861
K – 6th Grades

Early Childhood 
Elementary

11680 McDougall
(313) 891-3200

Pre K – 2nd Grades

Holbrook 
Elementary

2361 Alice
(313) 872-3203
K – 8th Grades

Tau Beta School
3056 Hanley

(313) 892-3811
K – 8th Grades

Kosciuszko 
Middle School

2333 Burger
(313) 365-4625
7th – 8th Grades

Hamtramck 
High School
11410 Charest

(313) 892-7505
9th – 12th Grades

Horizon School
3225 Caniff

(313) 893-2214
9th - 12th Grades

n Award Winning Lego Program

n Award Winning Robotics Program
n District & State DECA Competitions

n National Honor Society

n Full Sports Program

n Full Day Kindergarten

n Honors & Advance Placement Classes

n Technology & Career Prep Courses

n Summer Recreation Programs

n Dual Enrollment

n AP Honor Roll Recipient

n Art, Music, Band

n Restorative Practices
n Positive Behavior Intervention System (PBIS)

Summer School Programs 
n Parent Engagement Programs 
n CTE Program
n Virtual Learning Programs

Enroll at Hamtramck Public Schools
3201 Roosevelt • (313) 892-2036

 
 

 

Hamtramck Public TV-19 
& streaming on YouTube Live Worldwide 

On Hamtramck Public Library YouTube Channel 

What’s on this coming week? 
Historical Museum,  

Board of Education meetings, 
New Kamal Rahman Show “In My Opinion”, 

Daily ESL classes at 4 pm, Local events,  
Library programs, Interviews, Council meeting 

highlights,  Event announcements, Evenings with 
authors, Citizen’s Comments,  

Children’s programs, Motivate Me 313 programs, 
Foreign Language Programs, 

 
and more….. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

BECOME A LOCAL REPORTER:  If you know how to take photos 
or make film clips on your phone, you can download them to 
Hamtramck TV along with a news story, to be aired the same 
day.  Just make sure that you hold your phone horizontally. 

 
Hamtramck Public TV is broadcasted from 

Hamtramck Public Library 
On Comcast Channel 19 and streaming on 

YouTube Live (24/7) 
To place community announcement call the 

Library at 313-733-6822 
Or email: HamtramckTV@gmail.com 
Announcements submitted by 10 am  
Will go on air the same day (evening)  

December 23, 2022 

nology department or
principal if parents or stu-
dents need any kind of
assistance.  

We know there is a lot
for parents to do and we
want them to know that
we are available to assist
and support the learning
any way we can.  We also
have the parent engage-
ment team that offer ad-
ditional supports to our
families.  

We are working to
make things easier for
our families; we have
partnerships to support
our families with food, di-
apers, eviction assis-
tance and so many more
things.  

We are truly grateful for
our parents and
guardians. They are true
partners and we want

them to know we are
here for them. 

Review: What is the
latest information on
state and federal finan-
cial aid?

Ahmed: The state has
yet to approve a budget
for schools.   The latest
information on state
funding is the Return to
Learn Plan.  

Under this plan House
Bills 5911, 5912, and
5913 would amend the
State School Aid Act to
direct per pupil funding
for the 2020-2021
school year based on
four main parameters
and considerations:
days, hours, enrollment,
and attendance.  

Per-pupil funding will be
based on a new “Super

Blend” formula whereby
the 2019-2020 count
(obtained by weighting
the February 2019 count
at 10% and the October
2019 count at 90%)
would make up 75% of
the super blend, and the
2020-2021 count (ob-
tained by weighting the
number of full-time pupils
engaged in pandemic
learning for fall 2020 at
90% and the February
2020 count at 10%)
would make up 25%.

There are two new
sources of federal fund-
ing are available for
school districts:

• Elementary & Sec-
ondary School Emer-
gency Relief (ESSER)
which are available to all
Michigan school districts,
however, priority was

given to the 332 districts
identified above and as
defined in MDE’s Ap-
proved Federal CARES
Act Grant Proposal as
serving the most disad-
vantaged student popula-
tions.

• Michigan was
awarded a Governor’s
Emergency Education Re-
lief (GEER) Fund grant for
the purpose of providing
local educational agen-
cies (LEAs), institutions
of higher education
(IHEs), and other educa-
tion related entities with
emergency assistance as
a result of the Novel
Coronavirus Disease
2019 (COVID-19).
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For more information about events at the 
library call (313) 733-6822, or visit its website 

at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you 
can also access the online catalog. 

The library is located at 2360 Caniff.

This week at the library...

GBP BD wW-i GKwU D”Pgv‡bi cÖKí

• wnU I cvwb
• Avjv`v ivbœvNi
• Av‡qi Abymv‡i fvov
• fe‡bi †fZ‡i WvK&
• e¨vqvgvMvi

• 24 N›Uv wbivcËv cvnvov
• we‡bv`b †K›`ª
• kxZZvc wbqwš¿Z
• cvVvMvi

n¨vgUªvwgK wmwbqi cøvRv 
2620 njeªæK ÷ªxU, n¨vgUªvwgK  •  313 873 7787

n¨vgUªvwgK nvDwms Kwgkb (GBP& GBP& Gm&) eY©, †MvÎ, ag© , RvZxq Drm, wj½,  weKjv½ ev cvwievwiK Ae¯’v‡bi wfwË‡Z
Kv‡iI AeÁv K‡ibv|  ‡mKkvb 3 Gi †hvM¨Zvm¤úbœ AvMÖnx‡`i www.hud.gov G wbeÜb Ki&‡Z Aby‡iva Kiv hv‡”Q|

Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

The Hamtramck Public Library is open!
The following limited services are now available:

Limited Walk-ins: (Ten persons at a time)
Book drop-off and pick-up

Copying, Printing, and Faxing

Computers are available by appointment only. Please
call (313)733-6822 Send attachments for printing to:

hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com

Wear a mask and practice social distancing to keep us all safe.
To increase internet access through Hamtramck, the library is

now offering a limited number of WI-FI HOTSPOTS for checkout to
take home. These small and easy to use devices are portable
and create a private Wi-Fi access point for up to 16 devices,

such as laptops, tablets, and smartphones. 

9517 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck
586-879-8058 Call for Appt.

Schools Supt. talks about school year 
Continued from front page  

By Charles Sercombe
A 19-year-old Ham-

tramck man is charged
with attempting to stran-
gle his sister to death.

Darnell Hill is also sus-
pected of being involved
in several shootings and
police chases in recent
weeks.

He was arrested last
week after a police
chase.

According to sources,
he may be suspected in
a number of break-ins in
D e a r b o r n - D e a r b o r n
Heights.

Hill was arraigned on
several felony charges

last Friday (Sept. 11),
which include: assault
with intent to murder, in-
terfering with a crime re-
port, carrying a
concealed weapon, as-

sault with a dangerous
weapon and fleeing offi-
cers.

His bond was set at
$525,000.

The assault with intent
to murder charge by itself
carries a maximum
penalty of life in prison.

Details of the case
were not made available.
It was not revealed why
he attempted to allegedly
strangle his sister, or
what condition she is in.

Man charged in strangulation 
of sister

SUPPORT LOCAL 
BUSINESSES

New books available!  Call us to hold a book for you.

(3663)
• Mail a check or money

order to: Gleaners Com-
munity Food Bank, P.O. Box
44050, Detroit, MI
48244-0050. Checks
should be made payable
to Gleaners Community
Food Bank and include
Mow Down Hunger on
memo line to ensure the
contribution is matched.

Monetary donations will
also be accepted at Wein-
gartz stores. Visit www.wein-
gartz.com/locations to view
hours and locations.

Continued front page

Quick Hits

Darnell Hill

thony Majewski – no rela-
tion to our mayor – in
March of 1922.

This first building was
consecrated on Sept. 27
of that year. The current
building, in its location at
Caniff and Brombach,

was actually completed
in 1930.

And here they are
today, 100 years of his-
tory behind them, peer-
ing into the future to see
what lies ahead.

St. Ladislaus Parish is
about to celebrate its
centennial Cont. from front page















• 
• 








Walk-Ins Welcome!
Call for Hours

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Best quality for the 

best prices.

state of Michigan.
n

The Covid pandemic 
and quarantine had one 
unexpected effect.

Both the number of 
crimes and the number 
of fires in the city were 
reduced this past year, 
which may have coincided 
with many people staying 
home to quarantine them-
selves from the pandemic.

During the past two 
years of the pandemic, 
there were over 4,600 
cases reported here and, 
so far, 73 deaths.

Did Covid really effect 
crime and fire incidents? 
It could be speculative 
at this point, but Police 
Chief Anne Moise thinks 
it had some influence.

“I believe we saw some 
fluctuations in the num-
bers as a result of Covid,” 
Moise said.

APRIL
Hamtramck’s own Ike 

Blessitt, a former Detroit 
Tiger, needed a helping 
hand.

Ike had hit hard times, 
and needed financial help 
to cover a number of med-
ical bills and other things.

A Go Fund Me account 
was set up for the 72-year-
old diabetic who also has 
a prosthetic leg, and had 
endured a triple bypass 
followed by a stroke.

The goal was to raise at 
least $50,000.

n

Mayor Ameer Ghalib 
began living up to a cam-
paign promise to make 
the city’s various boards 
and commissions more 

ethnically and racially di-
verse.

He notified three Ham-
tramck Public Housing 
Commissioners, Tom 
Stackpoole, Richard Hys-
ka and Isaac Reeves, that 
they are being replaced.

Stackpoole and Hyska 
are white, and Reeves is 
an African-American.

Ghalib also noted in his 
campaign that he would 
be replacing various 
board and commission 
members who have spot-
ty attendance records, 
which Reeves apparently 
had.

The new appointees 
were: Kamal Rahman, 
Motahar Fadhel and Fran-
ces Ann-Tyler Sims.

Ghalib said that some 
people had questioned 

his authority to make the 
changes without cause, 
but in his weekly address 
to the community, on 
Facebook, he cited the 

city charter, chapter 5, 
section H, where it gives 
him that authority.

The mayor makes all ap-
pointments to the hous-
ing commission while, on 
some other commissions 
and boards, he shares 
appointment duties with 

the city council.
Housing Commission 

Executive Director Kevin 
Kondrat said he accepts 
the mayor’s decision.

“We’ve worked with new 
commissioners before, 
and we will work to be our 
best,” he said.

n
The sound of music will 

be heard once again this 
summer. That was the 
announcement from the 
organizers of the Ham-
tramck Music Fest.

Covid had forced the 

cancellation of the March 
festival, but it was now 
scheduled to return in Au-
gust.

n
Hamtramck lost a pio-

neer for women and mi-
norities.

Yvonne Myrick, the 
founder of The Concerned 
Women of

Hamtramck, former 
Hamtramck Water Depart-
ment Director and Pres-
ident of the Hamtramck 
Public School Board, died 
April 9.

Myrick was the first Afri-

can-American to serve on 
the school board.

Retired HPS Superinten-
dent Tom Niczay praised 
Myrick’s legacy.

“Yvonne Myrick was a 
smart, strong, generous, 
God-fearing woman. A 
lady who fought injustice 
on the local level with 
conviction.,” Niczay said.

n
The city lost one of its 

iconic bakeries, New Mar-
tha Washington on Jos. 
Campau near Caniff.

The family-run business 
stretched back for de-
cades, and across gener-
ations.

Sunca Bakic, known to 
most as Sandy, put the 
blame right where you 
might expect it: age.

Her father Petar, 87, 
and mother Ivanka, 84, 
were still the owners – 
and still worked there too, 
on occasion. They would 
have owned the place by 
themselves for 50 years, 
come fall.

Sandy had these part-
ing words:

“Farewell, and thanks 
for years of support. We 
will cherish the memo-
ries, and miss you all to 
heck.”

n
Hamtramck joined Dear-

born in seeking to have 
all future election ballots 
be printed in Arabic, as 
well as in their standard 
English.

But there was a bit of a 
roadblock.

Dearborn’s plan to have 

ballots translated into Ar-
abic faced hurdles from 
Wayne County Clerk Cathy 
M. Garrett, who ques-
tioned whether the bal-
lots would be read accu-
rately by voting machines, 
and who cited the need 
for a “procedure and pro-
cess” to be followed.

Just what specific “pro-
cedure and process” Gar-
rett was looking for was 
not explained.

Garrett also said that 
the county election com-
mission must approve the 

Time to take a break and look back: Year in 
Review – Part One Continued from page 3

Former Detroit Tiger Ike Blessitt, who grew up in Ham-
tramck, had some serious financial and health setbacks. 
A number of people helped him out in an online fundraiser.

Paczki Day marked the end of New Martha Washington 
bakery. The owners decided it was time to retire. The 
store has since been turned into a taco diner.

Hamtramck lost one of its African-American pioneers, 
Yvonne Myrick.
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Review: Opinion Page
In Our Opinion

If you are a regular
reader of this paper, you
will know that Ham-
tramck has rediscovered
an old jewel.

For years, Ham-
tramck’s baseball sta-
dium had fallen into
disrepair. There was
even some occasional
talk about having it torn
down.

But several years ago,
city officials and volun-
teers discovered its his-
torical significance: It
was once home to the
Detroit Stars, a team in
the Negro Baseball
League, back in a time
when African-Americans
could not play in the all-
white Major Leagues.

Fortunately, that racial
barrier was eventually
erased.

The stadium is only
one of five that remain
standing as a testament
to that time. Despite the

racial restrictions, the
Negro League produced
legendary players, like
Detroit’s own Norman
“Turkey” Stearnes.

The stadium’s field
was recently named in
honor of Stearnes.

The stadium is now
being renovated, thanks
to various funding mech-
anisms.

At the urging of City
Councilmember Ian Per-
rotta, who was at the
forefront with others in
researching the sta-
dium’s historical impor-
tance, the council has
tasked the city adminis-
tration with making sure
the stadium and its
grounds are not de-
stroyed.

In the past, the sta-
dium attracted vandal-
ism – including people
driving their cars on the
field, or setting fires in
the grandstands.

The resolution that Per-
rotta introduced requires
the city to assign daily
patrols to the stadium
site. Those patrols, it is
hoped, will deter any fu-
ture destruction, and
safeguard the hundreds
of thousands of dollars
being invested in the fa-
cility.

Hopefully, the stadium
will one day play host to
sporting and entertain-
ment events – and draw
visitors from all over.

The stadium is a
sound investment, and
one that generation of
Hamtramckans will
enjoy.

We also send out a
huge thanks to the good
folks with the Friends of
Historic Hamtramck Sta-
dium and the Ham-
tramck Stadium Grounds
Crew for their tireless
work in preserving this
treasure.

Protecting our stadium
is a sound investment

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR
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In God We Trust
Declaration of Nationality

Notice of Special Appearance : I am that I am: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, in full life, in propria persona,
sui juris, in solo proprio, Haqdar by natural issue, the beneficiary and heir of: ‘‘ COOK, RYAN© ’’,
corp.sole Dba.: ‘‘  RYAN COOK© ’’. Notice of Special Appearance :  I am that I am: ‘‘ Shavonne
Lanise Turner© ”, in full life, in propria persona, sui juris, in solo proprio, Haqdar by natural
issue, the beneficiary and heir of: ‘‘ TURNER, SHAVONNE LANISE© ”, corp.sole Dba.: ‘‘
SHAVONNE LANISE TURNER© ”. Collectively having reached the age of majority, being aborigi-
nal to the northwestern and southwestern shores of Africa, the Atlantic Islands, the continental
Americas, being duly certified, hereby affirms to declare our tribal intention to be as our pedi-
gree subscribes, as: Moorish American(s), but not citizen(s) of the United States. We declare
permanent, and unalienable, allegiance to The Moorish Empire, Societas Republicae Ea Al
Maurikanuus Estados, The Constitution for the united States of America, Article III Section 2,
The Lieber Code, Hague Conventions of 1899 & 1907, The Geneva Conventions, [ United Na-
tions Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples ], and all natural laws governing moors,
and hereby declare and proclaim our nationality in good faith as: Moorish American(s). Any and
all facts contained in this publication, are fully applicable to any and all private tribal issue off-
spring of: Affiants, Nunc pro tunc, not limited to but including : 1. ‘‘ Zallah Swan Indigo Cook©
’’. I am: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, from this day forward, in harmony with my Nationality /Status / Juris-
diction, shall be known as: “ bhagwan ra el© ”. I am: ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise Turner© ’’, from this
day forward, in harmony with my Nationality / Status / Jurisdiction, shall be known as: “
shavonne asherah el© ”. I am: ‘‘ Zallah Swan Indigo Cook© ’’, from this day forward, in har-
mony with my Nationality /Status / Jurisdiction, shall be known as: “ zallah swan indigo el© ”.
Notice of White Flag Surrender: as “hors de combat”, pursuant to The Geneva Conventions, Ar-
ticle III, as a minister of The Moorish Empire, and Internationally Protected Person. Notice of
LAWS AND CUSTOMS OF WAR ON LAND ( HAGUE, IV), ARTICLE: 45, 46, & 47. Notice of Claim
pursuant to Public Law 87-846, TITLE II, SEC. 203. Notice of Bailment Merging of Legal Title
with Equitable Title : This order is to preserve legal and equitable title , and to reserve all
rights, title, and interest, in the property, Re: 1. Michigan Department of Health & Human Serv-
ices, STATE OF MICHIGAN: STATE FILE NUMBER : 0075015, ‘‘ RYAN COOK© ’’, to the depositor:
“ bhagwan ra el© ”, nom deguerre: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’; 2.  Michigan Department of Health &
Human Services, STATE OF MICHIGAN: STATE FILE NUMBER : 0119784. “ SHAVONNE LANISE
TURNER© ”, to the depositor:  “ shavonne asherah el© ”, nom deguerre:  ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise
Turner© ’’. All property of the same issue and amount, in like kind and specie, is to be returned
fully intact , as a Special Deposit order of the Depositor / Beneficiary / Bailor / Donor / Princi-
pal / Creditor: “ bhagwan ra el© ”, nom deguerre: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, for: “ Melanite Star Nation
Trust ”, and or:  “ shavonne asherah el© ”, nom deguerre:  ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise Turner© ’’, for: “
Royal Tribe of Melanite Trust ”, as a special deposit order in lawful money. This special deposit
is to be used exclusively for the benefit of : each respective Trust, an Inter Vivos Unincorpo-
rated Divine Grantor Trust. This deposit is not to be commingled with general assets of any
bank , nor depositary / trustee / agent / bailee / donee / debtor. This deposit is not limited
to, but including: discharge and set off, of any and all outstanding liabilities as accord and sat-
isfaction. Inter alia enact fuit. All Rights Reserved.

ness owners, but Majew-
ski noted that filling out
the required paperwork
can be a challenge.

In order to help out,
Wayne State University
has been hosting webi-
nars to help folks navi-
gate the application. The
next 90-minute seminar is
Sept. 22.

For more information,
go to:
www.eventbrite.com.

Still haven’t filled out
the Census form? Need
some help?

You can stop by city hall
today (Friday, Sept. 18)
anytime from 9 a.m.-3
p.m. for assistance.

The mayor stressed the
importance of house-
holds filling out the forms.

“It affects our funding
and congressional repre-
sentation,” she said.

It’s been reported that
only 56 percent of Ham-
tramck’s households have
submitted their forms –
which is below the state
average.

You know what else
counts?

Your vote, said Majew-
ski, referring to the up-
coming presidential
election on Nov. 3.

Majewski, a Democrat,
said it should be no sur-
prise where her political
support goes.

“Most people know
where I stand on this,”
she said.

There is also still time
to apply for an absentee

ballot, and voters no
longer need to state a
reason for asking for one.

Winding up, Majewski
once again urged resi-
dents to “wear your
mask” when going out in
public.

She also stressed that
businesses need to “do
the right thing,” and obey
mask wearing and keep
enforcing social distanc-
ing.

The country is now six
months into this new pan-
demic lifestyle, and for
many folks, it’s become a
burden in many ways – es-
pecially emotionally.

“Keep our spirits up,”
she said. “Our presence
matters, our voice mat-
ters.”

Mayor stresses the need 
for emotional support 
in these trying times
Continued from page 3

Coming up… At press
time we received this press
release from The Friends of
Historic Hamtramck Sta-
dium.

Here is what they had to
say about the latest devel-
opment at Hamtramck’s
historic baseball stadium:

The Friends of Historic
Hamtramck Stadium is
pleased to announce that
the outfield at Turkey
Stearnes Field at Ham-
tramck Stadium will soon be
open for community play.

The Hamtramck Recre-
ation Department will mark
out a soccer pitch at Ham-
tramck Stadium next week. 

However, the baseball
field is not quite ready for
play yet, as the infield sod
and grass still need two
more weeks to properly
take root.

Therefore, the baseball
diamond will be roped off
until Sept. 29, and we ask
that everyone stay off the
infield grass until then.
There will be an on the field
celebration on Tuesday
Sept. 29 at 4:30 p.m. for
City of Hamtramck officials,
Hamtramck Public Schools
Board of Education mem-
bers, Hamtramck resi-
dents, the Hamtramck
Stadium Grounds Crew,
and the local media. 

The partnership of the
City of Hamtramck, the
Hamtramck Board of Edu-
cation, Wayne County, the
Friends of Historic Ham-
tramck Stadium, DCFC, and
volunteers like the Grounds
Crew is a model that im-
proves the quality of life in
our city. 

FHHS is proud to be a
part of this important work.
We value our partners and

are very excited for Ham-
tramck as we strive to
make this historic site a
must-see destination in
Southeast Michigan.

Moving on… There have
been some personnel
changes lately within the
police department.

It seems like only re-
cently that Sgt. Richard
Seely joined the force, but
now -- after 21 years -- he is
retiring. We wish him well in
the next chapter of his life.

Taking his place as Ser-
geant is Michael Fedenis,
who was sworn in to that
position this week.

Also new to the depart-
ment is Michael Gregg.
Congratulations and good
luck to you.

Heating help… Time is
running out to apply for
Michigan’s Home Heating
Credit, which is offered to
qualified homeowners and

renters.
According to the state

Treasury Department:
“The Home Heating

Credit helps cover utility ex-
penses, leaving more
money available for other
critical needs. It is de-
signed to aid senior citi-
zens; low income, deaf,
disabled or blind persons;
and disabled veterans.”

Home Heating Credit ap-
plications must be received
by Sept. 30.

Typically, people sign up
by filing a Home Heating
Credit application when
completing their individual
income tax return. However,
applicants do not need to
file a state income tax re-
turn to receive this assis-
tance, and may submit the
application only.

The Home Heating Credit
application form can be ob-
tained at  www.michigan.
gov/taxes.  

Continued on page 6

Above: New to the Hamtramck Police Department is officer
Michael Gregg. Below left: Michael Fedenis was recently sworn
in to his new rank of Sergeant. Below right: Sgt. Richard Seely
retired after serving 21 years in the department.

ballot translation plan.
The federal Voting 

Rights Act of 1965 does 
not list Arabic as one of 
a handful of recognized 
languages spoken by mi-
norities.

The matter was eventu-
ally cleared up, and Ara-
bic language ballots were 
indeed made available.

n
A top administrator in 

the Hamtramck Public 
School District, who had 
been put on administra-
tive leave, found out that 
she would not be return-
ing to her job.

The Hamtramck School 
Board voted not to renew 
the contract for former 
Human Resources Direc-
tor Michelle Imbrunone.

Both Imbrunone and 
Superintendent Jaleelah 
Ahmed have been on 
leave since October. 

Ahmed took a family 
medical leave, citing the 
stress caused by dealing 
with covid. Ahmed had 
planned to come back 
in January, but the board 
placed her on indefinite 
leave, pending an investi-
gation.

In the March board 
meeting, Imbrunone’s po-
sition was eliminated, and 
a new position was creat-
ed, called Executive Direc-
tor of Human Resources, 
which was combined with 
another new position, 
called Director of District 
Support Services.

She has since filed a 
lawsuit against the dis-
trict.

n
City officials hoped that 

new adjustments to the 
rules governing the city’s 

controversial parking me-
ters would win over crit-
ics.

But that proved to be a 
tough wish.

The backlash against 

the meters had been 
growing. The complaints 
included: confusion over 
which parking space to 
punch in at the pay sta-
tions; paying, but still 
getting a ticket; the down-
load app not working; and 
general confusion on just 
how to use the hi-tech 
digital meters.

The meters are located 

in the Jos. Campau Ave. 
business district and city-
owned parking lots ser-
vicing that district.

A number of Jos. Cam-
pau business owners 

complained about losing 
customers because of 
the meters.

Hussain Murray, the 
owner of a pawn shop on 
Jos. Campau, said he has 
lost many customers be-
cause of the meters.

“Jos. Campau is empty 
now,” Murray said.

His business has since 
closed down.

To this day, complaints 
about the meters contin-
ue.

MAY
After years of complain-

ing – even almost imme-
diately after the road was 
paved years ago – Ham-
tramck Dr. was being torn 
up and repaved, from 
Conant to Jos. Campau.

The road had long been 
plagued by potholes from 
heavy trucks serving the 
various industrial busi-
nesses on this outpost of 

the city.
Getting that road re-

paved was no easy task, 
as different sections of 
it are owned separately 
by Wayne County, Detroit 
and Hamtramck. 

How that arrangement 
came about was not im-
mediately known, but, as 
anyone who understands 
about getting different 
government agencies to 
coordinate projects can 
tell you, well, the less 
said, the better.

Detroit is planning to 
continue repaving the 
road from Jos. Campau 
all the way around to 
the other side of the GM 
plant.

The road is part of the 
ongoing Joe Louis Green-
way project, which aims 
to create a bike/walking 
path from Hamtramck to 
Dearborn and Detroit.

n
The return of spring and 

warm temperatures also 
heralded a spike in the 
number of local crimes – 
most of them of the mis-
demeanor variety.

We’re talking about 
upticks in reports of dis-
orderly people, porch pi-
rates stealing packages, 
unwanted house guests, 
reckless drivers, peo-
ple fighting, thefts from 
yards, break-ins, stolen 
cars, runaways, noisy 
house pets (such as dogs 
barking), noisy people 
(parties, people arguing), 
scam utility sales people, 
fraud cases, hit-and-runs, 
people causing proper-
ty damage, suspicious 
people; heck, even suspi-
cious cars… and the list 
went on.

So, what is it about 
the relationship between 
heat and crime?

Look no further than a 
2017 study by research-
ers from Drexel Univer-
sity, a private research 
university out of Philadel-
phia, which scientifically 
confirmed that crime in-
creases from May through 
September.

Those are the warmer 
months for most of the 
country, and the study 
also found that the hotter 
and more humid it gets, 
the more crime increas-
es. This is especially true 
for domestic assault and 
other violent crimes.

So, what to do?
Well, drink plenty of cold 

beverages, but lay off the 

booze. Can’t afford an 
AC unit? Buy some fans 
– any little breeze can 
do wonders (and cool off 
tempers).

In general, if you feel 
anger coming on, take 
some deep breaths and 
walk away from trouble. 
Try a cool bath or shower.

Also, keep on the look-
out for suspicious behav-
ior, and don’t hold back 
reporting something to 
the police department – 
no matter how trivial it 
may seem. 

n
The growing number of 

registered voters during 
the past few years result-
ed in a need to move 600 
voters who had been in 
precinct 4 over to precinct 
5 – which meant that they 
had a new building at 
which to go vote: the Se-
nior Plaza on Holbrook.

City Clerk Rana Faraj an-
nounced the change at a 
council meeting, and the 
council OK’d that move.

The city really didn’t 
have a choice. According 
to state election law, no 
single precinct can ex-
ceed 2,999 registered 
voters.

Faraj said it is likely the 
city will soon have to cre-
ate a new precinct to han-
dle the growing overflow.

Hamtramck has over 
13,000 registered voters 
– up from about 11,000 
in recent years. At best, 
though, there has been a 
60-percent turnout. 

The usual voter turnout 
is about 30 percent.

n
A citywide “Centenni-

al” cleanup didn’t have 
a large turnout, but it 
certainly made a start 
in tackling the endless 
amount of litter in Ham-
tramck.

About 30 volunteers 
turned out on a sunny 

and warm Saturday morn-
ing (including several 
firefighters) to begin the 
work.

It was promoted as a 
centennial cleanup be-
cause Hamtramck was 
observing a special anni-
versary in 2022, celebrat-
ing being incorporated as 
a city 100 years ago. 

No doubt, litter was not 
an issue 100 years ago. 
In fact, Hamtramck long 
enjoyed a reputation of 
being exceptionally clean 
for an urban area.

In the mid-1950s, one 
of the leading national 
magazines dubbed Ham-
tramck as the cleanest 
city in America.

Unfortunately, the city 
has a long way to go be-
fore reclaiming that dis-
tinction. As Hamtramck 
became more of a tran-
sient community, folks 
apparently started caring 
less about how it looked. 

On Saturday, volunteers 
were given specific loca-
tions on which to zero-in 
but, really, there was no 
shortage of trash to be 
found in the city.

From what we saw, the 
most common item was 

discarded face masks.
n

After a two-year hiatus 
from shutting off water 
service to households 
that fell far behind on 
their service bills, the city 
geared up for shutoffs.

Households had en-
joyed a two-year reprieve 
on shut-offs, due to the 
covid pandemic.

The city reminded res-
idents that there were 
– and still are -- ways to 
avoid those shut-offs.

The Wayne Metro agen-
cy offers two programs, 
the Water Residential As-
sistance Program (WRAP) 
and Low-Income House-

Time to take a break and look back: Year in Review – Part One Cont. from page 4

After years of complaining by drivers, the powers that be 
started the reconstruction of Hamtramck Dr. which had 
long been pockmarked by potholes.

The city’s new parking 
meter system got a huge 
thumbs down from the 
community. Hamtramck’s population grew so much that a number of 

voters had to be shifted to another voting precinct.
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hold Water Program (LI-
WHAP), that may be able 
to help. Learn more at

www.waynemetro.org/ 
programs.

n
Hamtramck’s crack-

down on speeding and 
reckless drivers stepped 
up a notch.

The city and public 
school district partnered 
on installing speed humps 
throughout the city, after a 
trial run in two locations 
proved successful.

The plan called for in-
stalling permanent as-
phalt speed humps at 18 
locations.

Each location would 
have three speed humps.

The cost of the project 
was $32,266, and the 

contract was awarded to 
Century Cement Co., Inc., 
of Riverview, Michigan. 
The humps are made of 

asphalt.
The public school dis-

trict pitched in 50 percent 
of the cost. In a note to 
the city council, the city 
administration said that it 

is reaching out to charter 
schools to also participate 

in installing speed humps 
near their buildings.

The locations of the in-
stalled speed humps in-
cluded:

• Pulaski Park (which is 
owned by the school dis-
trict)

• Holbrook Elementary 
School

• Dickinson East ele-
mentary School

• Kosciuszko Middle 
School

• Early Elementary 
School

JUNE
The roar of canon fire 

could be heard throughout 
Hamtramck on Memorial 
Day.

A special Memorial Day 
celebration was held in 
Veterans Park, but this 
was no ordinary Memori-
al Day event. This was a 
re-dedication ceremony 
for the gravesite of Col. 
Francis Hamtramck.

Guests from the Mich-
igan Society of Sons of 
the American Revolution, 
Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution Michigan, 
the Michigan Society of 
Children of the American 
Revolution, Sons of the 
Revolution and the Cali-
fornia Society Sons of the 
American Revolution were 
just some of the people 
that turned out for the 
dedication.

The hour-long event 
drew about 100 people to 
the park on a sunny and 
blazing-hot afternoon.

Adding color to the 
backdrop of the event 

were men dressed in Rev-
olutionary War-era military 
clothing.

A brass marker was 
installed in front of the 
grave. The marker is a 
replica of the original one 
that disappeared a num-
ber of years ago.

Hamtramck was a 
French-Canadian, who 
fought with valor during 
the war. 

While the name Ham-
tramck may not sound 
French, the city adopted 
that namesake over 100 
years ago when it was still 
a village.

Mayor Ameer Ghalib 
noted that Francis Ham-
tramck started a tradition 
of immigrants making a 
difference in this city, and 
country as a whole.

“Hamtramck has a tradi-
tion of being a welcoming 
community that focuses 
on our strengths, not our 
differences,” Ghalib said.

This year marked Ham-
tramck’s 100th anniversa-
ry of becoming incorporat-
ed as a city.

As a village and town-
ship, Hamtramck at one 
time extended all the way 
to the Detroit River, and 
all the way east to Lake 
St. Clair. Over the years, 
that territory got divided 
up into several other com-
munities – including the 
Grosse Pointes.

The Memorial Day ded-
ication was just one of 
several centennial cele-
brations planned for this 
year.

n

Hamtramck Public 
School District Superin-
tendent Jaleelah Ahmed 
was fighting back.

Ahmed, who has been 
placed on leave, filed a 
lawsuit in federal court 
accusing five board mem-
bers and the teachers’ 
union of conspiring to get 
her fired.

She also accusing them 
of discrimination and def-

amation.
Ahmed took a family 

medical leave of absence 
the previous year in Octo-
ber, citing stress from han-
dling school affairs during 
the Covid pandemic.

She had planned to re-
turn in January, but the 
school board placed her 
on extended leave. The 
board has not explained 
why they took that action, 
other than to say that 
Ahmed is under investiga-
tion, although the nature 
of that investigation has 
never been explained.

In her lawsuit, Ahmed is 
seeking back pay, but she 
has been on a paid leave. 
It was therefore not clear 
what back pay she was 
trying to claim.

Ahmed said in her law-
suit that trouble began 
with several job transfers 
of teachers, which result-
ed in backlash from some 
board members about for-
mer Human Resources Di-
rector Michelle Imbrunone.

Ahmed defended Imbru-
none and her decision to 
make the job transfers, 
because she agreed that 

By Charles Sercombe
The city council met on

Sept. 8, and all coun-
cilmembers were present.

City Manager Kathy An-
gerer gave her bi-monthly
update on the Census.
She stressed that the in-
formation residents pro-
vide will remain private
and will not be shared
with any government
agency.

“It is locked down and
protected,” Angerer said.
“Everyone needs to re-
spond.”

According to the Census
Bureau: “The law requires
the Census Bureau to
keep your information con-
fidential whether it comes
from your response or
from existing records. 

“While the Census Bu-
reau may receive informa-
tion from other agencies,
the law prohibits us from
sharing individual data
back. This is a one-way
data exchange.”

Only 56 percent of the
city’s residents have par-
ticipated in the Census.

A “congratulations” was
sent to the city from the
University of Michigan, for
its improvement in sup-
porting economic develop-
ment.

In the council’s agenda
package, it was said that:
“In the last year, our sta-
tus changed from 3 stars
to 4 stars due to the fine

work of our Community
and Economic Develop-
ment team of Alex Iseri,
Grace Stamper and Casey
Copp.”

Councilmember Andrea
Karpinski noted that St.
Ladislaus Parish is cele-
brating its 100th anniver-
sary.

The council thanked this
summer’s city interns for
the work they performed.
The following students
were part of the annual
summer intern program:
Mohsen Hussain, Jackee’
Jackson, Nadia Fahria,
Sumaiya Kalam, Sadia
Rahman and James
Zotkaj.

They performed various
tasks, included cleaning
up Veterans Park and
painting no parking zones
on curbs along Conant
Ave.

One major task they un-
dertook was organizing
police records, some of
which went back to the
1900s.

“You guys did a wonder-
ful job,” said Councilmem-
ber Nayeem Choudhury.

During public comment,
Robert Zwolak urged the
council to hire an in-house
attorney as a way to re-
duce legal costs.

The council took the
first step in officially nam-
ing the Hamtramck Sta-
dium field in honor of
legendary player Norman

“Turkey” Stearnes.
In an information pack-

age about the renaming, it
said: “Norman ‘Turkey’
Stearnes was the greatest
player of the Detroit Stars.
He played for the team
from 1923 to 1931, and
then in 1937; the 1930-
31 and 1937 seasons
were played with Ham-
tramck Stadium as the
home field.

“Stearnes won seven
home run titles in his ca-
reer, and hit more home
runs in official Negro
League games than any
other player. He was in-
ducted into the National
Baseball Hall of Fame in
2000.”

Also adding support was
Gary Gillette of the
Friends of Historic Ham-
tramck Stadium.

“This naming would pro-
vide a distinct, memorable
identity for the field within
a name that continues to
recognize the history of
the City of Hamtramck. 

“Naming the field in

honor of Stearnes would
also draw more tourists to
Hamtramck to visit the
field, because anything as-
sociated with a baseball
Hall of Famer gets a lot
more attention in the
media,” Gillette said.

Mayor Karen Majewski
responded, saying “This is
a really cool thing and a
gift to the city.’

In another first step, the
council pushed forward on
an update of the city’s
business licensing ordi-
nance.

Also being updated was
the city’s graffiti ordi-
nance. The update in-
cludes holding property
owners more accountable
in removing graffiti from
their property in a timely
fashion, or having them
face being penalized for
every day the graffiti re-
mains.

A lengthy discussion
was held on allowing a
Livonia-based company,
NYX, which manufactures
automotive interior parts,
to reserve up to 16 park-
ing spaces at Zussman
Park, specifically on Win-
field St.

The company employs
over 4,000 employees, of

which a few hundred live
in Hamtramck.

It was noted that many
of the residents have no
reliable regular transporta-
tion, and that the com-
pany is offering to shuttle
them from Hamtramck
and back. The parking
spaces would be reserved
for company vans.

Daniel Laible, the Chief
Financial Officer of the
company, said this parking
location is ideally situated
for his employees to get
to.

In a letter to the city,
Laible said that the lack of
reliable transportation is
the “number one reason
our employees have is-
sues with attendance, and
the number one reason
our employees are forced
to leave their jobs.”

Councilmember Choud-
hury had reservations
about giving over the park-
ing spaces, but would sup-
port it. He said that the
city will have to monitor
how nearby residents
react.

“I just don’t like to inter-
fere with the residents,”
he said.

Councilmember Ian Per-
rotta said he researched

the company, and found
that it recently recorded
over $600 million in earn-
ings.

Liable confirmed that fig-
ure, and said this year’s
earnings are expected to
go “north” of that amount.

The deal for reserving
the parking spaces would
come with a $1,000 pay-
ment to the city each year,
as well as $5,000 each
year toward city events.

Perrotta said that, con-
sidering the company’s
profits, the city should de-
mand more in compensa-
tion.

“It’s such an unfair
deal,” Perrotta said.
“There’s nothing com-
pelling for Hamtramck to
do this deal.”

Councilmember Karpin-
ski, in noting the limited
number of parking spaces
on the street, suggested
reserving spaces at an-
other city parking lot.

City Manager Angerer
said that offering rides to
work keeps Hamtramck
employees employed, and
that they, in turn, are able
to pay city income taxes.

She promised to watch
what develops with the
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Get It Sold in the
Real Estate Corner

Call Dave at 
(313) 874-2100 to

Place Your Ad!

HUD Certified

Looking to buy single & 
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

GNIEWEK
Beverly Ann

Gniewek, 69,
died Septem-
ber 5, 2020.

B e v e r l y
Gniewek was an adoring
sister, aunt, and matriarch
of the Gniewek family.
She passed away peace-
fully Sept. 5, 2020, sur-
rounded by her loving
family.  She is survived by
brothers, Jeff (CoreyAnn)
and Brian; nephews,
Kevin (Kelly), Ryan, and
Payne (Susie); nieces,
Amy (Tommy) and Brit-
tany; great nephews,
Charlie and Landen; great
niece, Kendall.  She was
preceded in death by her
parents, Hank and Lor-
raine; brothers, Kenny
and Greg; sister, Susan. 

Beverly was a 1969
graduate of St. Hedwig
High School and an honor
graduate of Marygrove
College.   She dedicated
her life to the love of

teaching for 47 years.
Her students were her
children.   She may have
been a “not so good”
bowler but she loved the
camaraderie and joy of
being with friends and
family.  She was a loving,
kind and faithful friend,
and loved her family
above all others.

A funeral Mass in cele-
bration of her life will be
held at 12:00 noon, on
Tuesday, Sept. 22, 2020
at St. Florian Roman
Catholic Church,  2626
Poland St., Hamtramck,
MI 48212.  In lieu of flow-
ers, please send dona-
tions to the American
Cancer Society or the
charity of your choice in
Beverly’s memory.

City Hall Insider …City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days? 
We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.

Continued from page 8

Additional information
can be found on the Home
Heating Credit website.

Greening… If you have
some spare time and a pair
of work gloves, the city
could use some volunteers
tomorrow (Saturday,
Sept.9) starting at 9 a.m.

That’s when folks from
the Greening of Detroit or-
ganization will be meeting
up at Mitchell and Evaline
streets to plant trees.

The trees are funded by a
grant, which the city re-
ceived from America in
Bloom and CN Railroad.

In a press release issued
by the city, Mayor Karen
Majewski said:

“Beautification is a high
priority for our city. These
25 trees are a great addi-
tion to the many plantings
we’ve done in the past few
years, and we’ll see the
benefits for many more
years to come.”

Continued from page 5

leanneconger@gmail.comOffice (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

DiamondRealty and Associates

www.DiamondRealtyAssociates.com

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer

3775 Newark • Attica Twp. • $229,900
Cozy Ranch on 1 acre with 3/ bedrooms, 1.1 baths

and finished basement.

2922 Carpenter
Commercial

Property
$274,900
Commercial 
building with 

endless 
business 

opportunities.

3433 Yemans
$199,900

Incredible Brick 
home located directly
across from Zussman
Park and City Hall!

Leanne 
Zaliwski-
Conger

2143 Trowbridge
$137,900

Two-family home 
features  a full basement,

separate front 
entrances, separate 

furnaces, HWH, gas meters
& electrical panels! 

New Vinyl windows and a
new tear-off roof!

3885 
Evaline

$119,899 
4 Beds, 2 Baths. Great

floor plan features Living
room, Dining room, two
bedrooms, kitchen and

bath on main floor. 

63698 Georgetown
E. Washington Twp

$424,900
Highly sought after

Stratford subdivision!
brick ranch blt in

2004, 3 bedrooms 
2 1/2 baths with a 
finished basement 

3777 Lake George - Dryden Twp $439,900
Gorgeous 2300 sq ft Ranch on 10 Rolling Acres.

2938 Shady Lane - Ann Arbor $224,900
Charming two bedroom Ranch with great curb appeal. Hard-

wood floors, attached garage and large private back yard. 

248-866-1110

John Ulaj
Commercial 

Broker/Owner
A HUD Certified 

Agent

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Drowning in Mortgage Debt? 
I Can Help... I buy properties in 

as-is condition for CASH!

Time to take a break and look back: Year in Review – Part One Cont. from page 5

The city cracked down on speeders around the public 
school buildings by installing speed humps.

The sound of a canon could be heard throughout town in 
a rededication ceremony for the Col. Francis Hamtramck 
memorial. The ceremony coincided with the city’s centen-
nial celebration in 2022.
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YOUR AD HERE
(313) 874-2100

3 br., hardwood floors 
throughout, stove, fridge, 
water included, $1100/
mo. + security deposit, 
corner of Mitchell and 
Casmere, 313-549-2500. 
12/30

Antique lawn statue for 
sale, best offer, 586-209-
6445. 12/23

Hamtramck, small 2 br., 
newly remodeled. Read 
Carefully: short-term 
lease available, single 
working person or couple 
preferred, no pets, $900-
$1050/month, immediate 
occupancy, Mike, (313) 
516-5178. 12/16

Waitress wanted Mon. 
– Fri., 10 a.m. – 3 p.m., 
313-891-6170. 12/23

Polonia Restaurant now 
hiring kitchen & wait staff, 
Great, fun environment. Ex-
perience preferred, 2935 
Yemans, Hamtramck, 
contact Andrew 313-873-
8432. 
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11413 Joseph Campau,
no pets, 1 BR., living rm.,
kitchen, new washer +
dryer, stove + fridge, free
heat + water, one or two
people only, 313-402-
4488. 8/14 

Hamtramck, 1 br., all utili-
ties included, plus inter-
net. Also, share an
apartment, furnished, all
utilities included, internet
and cable, 313-434-
9759. 9/11

Room for rent, utilities in-
cluded, no pets, 313-290-
1095. 9/25

1 furnished room for rent,
all utilities included,
$300/mo. + $450 secu-
rity deposit, call 313-368-
2164. 9/25

3869 Fredro, single fam-
ily, 1 bedroom, call Palo or
Dianne, 248-818-6542,
248-818-8378.

13446 Dwyer, single fam-
ily, 3 bedrooms, call Palo
or Dianne, 248-818-
6542, 248-818-8378.

12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 5
BR, upper and lower each
have kitchen, bath, dining
and living rm, Palo and
Diane 248-659-2325.

Hamtramck, 3279 Hanley,
$600/mo. + dep., new
floors, new windows, 313-
312-6576. 9/18

Hamtramck, 3781 Hanley
$600/mo. + dep., new
floors, new windows, 313-
312-6576. 9/18

Detroit, 3904 Eldridge, 2
family, garage, lower level,
2 br., living, dining,
kitchen. Upstairs 1 br., liv-
ing rm., kitchen, 586-634-
2502.

-

Newly remodeled ready to
move in, new floors, new
lighting, walls and bath-
room, great for retail or of-
fice, for rent, 1,000 sq. ft.
11808 North Jos. Cam-
pau, Hamtramck, 586-
222-7304. 9/25

Tire Tech/Tire Repair, ex-
perienced preferred, up to
$15/hr. with experience,
40 hrs. plus O/T, health
insurance available, paid
holidays, if interested,
apply in person: (located
at corner Conant/Davi-
son) Sucher Tire Service
Inc., 3641 E. Davison St.,
Detroit, MI 48212. 9/11 

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING  
(313) 365-8630

12
/3

1/
20

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HOME IMPROVEMENTPLUMBINGHEATING & COOLING

Service Directory

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

POWDER COATING

PAINTING

BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

ESTIMATES

Celebrating
52 Years of

Service!

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

� Fast Same Day Service �
10% Discount

Off Labor on Any Plumbing, 
Heating, Air Conditioning or Sewer
Cleaning Job, Installation or Repair.

Not valid with any other offer.

— COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS —
Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving 

Hamtramck Since 1969
Licensed & Insured 

Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation • Repairs

Furnace
Start-Up
Must present coupon at the time of estimate. With coupon. Exp. 12-31-20

Must present coupon at the time of 
estimate. With coupon. Expires 12-31-20.

Must present coupon at the time of 
estimate. With coupon. Expires 12-31-20.

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

$175

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

$1075
Upgrades extra

Furnace & 
Boilers, Heating

Air 
Conditioning

Freon Recharge
Sewer & Drain

Cleaning

$89
Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

HOUSE
FOR RENT

Advertisers should check their ad
following first publication. The
newspaper shall not be liable for
failure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publica-
tion except to the extent of the cost
of the ad for the first day’s inser-
tion. Adjustments for errors is lim-
ited to the cost of that portion of
the ad wherein the error occurred.
We reserve the right to classify,
revise or reject any classified ad-
vertisement.

Let Our 
Service 

Directory 
Do the Work 

For You! 
Call Dave 

(313) 
874-2100

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log

covers Sept. 8-14.
Tuesday, Sept. 8

• A resident reported
being assaulted by two
suspects at Dan and Jos.
Campau.

• A suspicious situation
was reported at Veterans
Park.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested by Highland Park
police for being wanted on
a Hamtramck warrant.
Wednesday Sept. 9

• A resident of Warren
reported that his vehicle
was stolen while it was
parked on Edwin St.

• A resident of Norwalk
St. reported a theft.

• An agent for a busi-
ness in the 9000 block of
Jos. Campau reported that
a customer purchased an
item using counterfeit
money.

• A resident was ar-
rested for assault with in-
tent to murder after a foot
chase in the area of De-
quindre and 7 Mile.

• A resident was ar-
rested for an assault that
occurred in the 2700 block
of Danforth St.

• A resident was ar-
rested for an assault that
happened in the 3300
block of Norwalk St.

• A resident reported a
suspicious situation on
Poland St.
Thursday, Sept. 10

• Detroit police reported
that they recovered a car
stolen out of Hamtramck.
Friday, Sept. 11

• No incident report was
available for this date.
Saturday, Sept. 12

• At about 12:30 a.m., a
resident of Hazel Park was
arrested in the 5000 block
of Trowbridge St. for ob-
structing officers.

• At about 5 a.m., a De-
troit resident was arrested
for carrying a concealed
gun without a permit.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested in the 12000
block of Conant Ave. for
being disorderly.

• A resident reported
that there was a suspi-
cious incident in the 2200
block of Evaline St.

• A resident was ar-
rested in the 2300 block
of Andrus St. for domestic
assault.

Continued on page 8

RETAIL/OFFICE
SPACE FOR RENT

Deadline for classifieds
for next week is 
Thursday at Noon

Call (313) 874-2100 

ROOM
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR SALE

HELP
WANTED

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1964

11653 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HEATING & COOLING PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

PAINTING
Celebrating
53 Years of

Service!

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

H Fast Same Day Service H

Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units
www.HeaneyPlumbing.com

Proudly Serving 
Hamtramck Since 1969

Licensed & Insured 

Service • Installation • Repairs

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

$1475 

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING 
(313) 365-8630

1
2
/3

1
/2

3

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

ESTIMATES
Senior Discount Available! Call for DetailsSenior Discount 10%

Must present coupon at time of estimate. 
With coupon. Expires 12-31-22.

Must present coupon at time of estimate. 
With coupon. Expires 12-31-22.

Vince 
586-838-7598

Painting and Drywall Repair

Free Estimates 10% DISCOUNT
Off Labor on Any Plumbing, Heating, 

Air Conditioning or Sewer Cleaning Job, 
Installation or Repair.

Not valid with any other offer.

$225
— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

FOR
SALE

ObituariesObituaries

Deadline for 
classifieds for 
next week is 
Thursday at 

Noon
Call 

(313) 874-2100 
to place your ad 

Advertisers should check their 
ad following first publication. 
The newspaper shall not be lia-
ble for failure to publish an ad, 
for a typographic error or errors 
in publication except to the ex-
tent of the cost of the ad for 
the first day’s insertion. Adjust-
ments for errors is limited to 
the cost of that portion of the 
ad wherein the error occurred. 
We reserve the right to classify, 
revise or reject any classified 
advertisement.

HELP
WANTED

YOUR AD HERE
(313) 874-2100

YOUR AD HERE
(313) 874-2100

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

Did You Know?

The Hamtramck Review is Online
Never miss an issue!

www.TheHamtramckReview.com

HOUSE
FOR RENT

ZULKA
Marie Zul-

ka, 86, died 
D e c e m b e r 
18, 2022.

Marie was 
born on Au-

gust 2, 1936, in Minden 
City, Michigan to the late 
Peter and Lucy (Maikrzek) 
Stomack.   She married 
the love of her life, Her-
bert Zulka on June 23, 
1956.  They never spent a 
single day without seeing 
each other for a marriage 
that lasted 55 years until 
his passing.   Marie was 
a graduate of Ubly High 
School.   After marriage, 
she lived most of her life 
in Hamtramck, Michigan 
where she worked sev-
eral years as a secretary 
at Dodge Main and then 

as a homemaker.   Marie 
loved spending her time 
gardening, reading, and 
doing word search puz-
zles.

Marie is survived by her 
son, Kevin Zulka of War-
ren, two sisters, Theresa 
Bailey of St. Charles and 
Lucille “Lucy” Daykin of 
Midland, several nieces 
and nephews.   She was 
preceded in death by her 
husband, Herbert Zulka, 
two brothers, Clarence 
Stomack Sr. and Peter D. 
Stomack, two sisters, Al-
ice Stomack and Joanne 
Grates.

A private cremation 
and private services were 
held per her request.  Ar-
rangements by Jurkiewicz 
& Wilk Funeral Home.

RENTAL ASSISTANCE

Find more information and apply at: 
www.waynecounty.com/rentalassistance

To be eligible:
3

APPLY TODAY

Wayne County’s Emergency Rental Assistance 
Program (ERAP) makes funding available to assist 

households that are unable to pay rent or utility bills.

Household income 
at or below 80% of 

area median income

Experiencing financial 
hardship during the 

COVID-19 pandemic
Experiencing 

Housing instability

EMERGENCY

21

Rent Other

What can this program cover?

Up to 15 
months of 

rental assistance

Internet bills and 
relocation costs

*Open to all communities in Wayne County excluding the City of Detroit. 
*For Detroit's program, visit this link: https://bit.ly/3hHUT66

Utilities
Electricity, home 
heating, water, 
sewer, internet, 

and trash (if billed 
with other utility)

Furnaces, 
Boilers, 

Heating, 
Sewer &Drain 

Cleaning

Heating Service Call
$89

Must present coupon at time of estimate. With coupon. 
Expires 12-31-22.
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11401 JOSEPH CAMPAU AVE. • HAMTRAMCK

WINGS • FINGERS 
• PIZZA • BURGERS 

SUBS • WRAPS 
• SALADS

313-469-9464 
313-4MY-WING

ONLINE ORDER AVAILABLE

www.thewingfellas.com
    wingfellas_hamtramck
                   thewingfellas

Hours of operation: 
Monday-Friday 10:30am-11pm

Saturday: 12pm-11pm • Sunday: 12pm-10pm

3 LITTLE 
FELLAS

(Chicken Slider)
1 Flavor, Fries & Drink

$1099

3 FINGERS
1 Flavor • 1 Dip

Fries & Drink

$1099

TEXAS DON
(2 FINGERS ANY 

FLAVOR OR STEAK)
Fries & Drink

$1099

CHEESE
BURGER

Fries & Drink

$1099

HALF
BIG FELLA

SUB
1 Flavor, Fries & Drink

$1099

5 WINGS
1 Flavor • 1 Dip, Fries & Drink

 $1099 
Boneless

 $1199 
Traditional

ADD 5 FOR $5

ADD 5 FOR $6

COMBOS

15 pc 
Bone-In Wings 

& Large Cheese Pizza
Toppings additional

$2499
+ tax

15 pc 
Boneless Wings 

& Large Cheese Pizza
Toppings additional

$2299
+ tax

they were needed to fill 
positions required by fed-
eral guidelines.

The board had earlier 
voted to not renew Imbru-

none’s contract. Imbru-
none also took a family 
medical leave back in Oc-
tober.

After Ahmed took a 
leave of absence, several 
teachers came forward at 
board meetings to com-
plain about the manage-
ment style of Ahmed and 
Imbrunone.

One teacher said that, 
since Ahmed had be-
come superintendent, the 
district has been “going 
backwards from our best 
years.”

n
Hamtramck – and the 

nation – lost a sports leg-
end.

Art “Pinky” Deras died 
June 5, at the age of 75.

Deras not only excelled 
in sports at Hamtramck 
High School, he was 
known as the “Best Little 
League player ever.”

How’s that?
Back in 1959, he led his 

Hamtramck team to 13 
straight victories in the Lit-
tle League World Series.

Fellow team member 
Tom Paciorek remem-
bered Deras as being 
bigger and more mature 
than the other kids.

“At 12 years old, he was 
bigger, taller and stronger 

than the rest of us, and 
the greatest player ever 
at that age,” Paciorek told 
the National Polish Amer-
ican Sports Hall of Fame.

“He was just so much 
better than the rest of us.”

After Little League and 
graduating from HHS, he 
joined the St. Louis Car-
dinals baseball team, but 
his career then stalled 
in their Double A farm 
league.

He later joined the War-
ren Police Department, 
and eventually retired 
from there after 30 years 
of service.

n
In a re-dedication cer-

emony for Hamtramck’s 
historic baseball stadium, 
Hamtramck Historical 
Commission Chairman 
Greg Kowalski put the 
moment in perspective.

“We are making history 
today,” he said. “We are 
finally seeing this stadi-
um restored.”

On the re-dedication 
day, about 200 people, 
many of whom appeared 
to be from outside of 
Hamtramck, came to cel-
ebrate the rebirth of the 
stadium, and also to pay 
tribute to Negro League 
player Ron Teasley Sr., 
now 95 years old and still 
as sharp as they come.

Teasley was there with 
his family, and sat front-
row center by the lectern 

that faced the newly-in-
stalled bleachers.

He spoke briefly.
Teasley said that, in the 

stadium’s heyday, it was 
“jammed” with people, 
especially after church 
services on Sundays.

Organizers hope that 
the stadium’s new life will 
also attract thousands of 
visitors.

The stadium’s history 
was not fully realized until 
several years ago, when 
it was discovered that it 
was built in 1930 for the 
Negro baseball league – 
which was back in a time 
when African-Americans 
were barred from playing 
in the then-all-white Major 
Leagues.

The stadium is one of 
only five such stadiums 
still standing.

Greg Kowalski said that 
this part of history was 
not known when he was 
growing up and playing 
in the stadium himself in 

the 1950s.
“It was buried in Ham-

tramck’s history,” he said. 
“Hamtramck Black histo-
ry is simply amazing.”

Once the stadium’s his-
torical significance was 
discovered, the city was 
able to attract various 
government and private 
grants. Over $2 million 
has been spend on re-
building the stadium and 
grandstands, as well as 

on replacing the field.
It is hoped more grants 

will be awarded to turn 
the area into a full-blown 
entertainment site – one 
where various sports can 
be played, as well as con-
certs and other activities 
be scheduled.

n
There was a major 

shake-up in city hall.
City Manager Kathy An-

gerer announced that she 
was resigning, and would 
be moving on to a new job.

She did not say where 
she would be heading. 
Her last day was July 15.

(It was later revealed 
that she went to work for 
the state Department of 
Agriculture. She has since 
been named Acting Direc-
tor of the department.)

She told The Review:
“It's been a pleasure 

serving the City of Ham-
tramck, and I wish only the 
best for everyone in the 
community going forward.”

News of her resignation 
came as a surprise for 
some in city hall. May-
or Amer Ghalib praised 
the job she had done, 
but also welcomed the 
chance to head in a new 
direction.

“It’s unfortunate to see 
her leave,” Ghalib said. 
“We worked well with her 
over the past five months 
or so, but I guess she 
found a better opportu-

nity, as she said, and we 
thank her for her sincere 
work with us in serving our 
city, and we wish her luck 
in her future endeavor.

“However, we will make 
this loss an opportunity 
for a change to the better 
as well. There are differ-
ent opinions among city 
council members about 
the next step, but we all 

agree that the process 
should be based on fair 
and equal opportunity 
for all, and then go from 
there.”

During Angerer’s tenure, 
various improvements 
to the city were made, 
thanks, in many cases, 
to county, state and fed-
eral grants. Those im-
provements included: new 
sewer lines in some por-
tions of the city, increased 
street repaving, and major 
improvements to Veterans 
Park and to the historic 
baseball stadium.

Longtime City Attor-
ney James Allen also re-
signed, saying he was go-
ing into private practice.

Well, that’s it for Part 
One of our Year in Review. 
Like we said, it was one 
action-packed year.

There’s more ahead 
in next week’s Part Two, 
which will cover July 
through December.

Time to take a break and look back: Year in Review – Part One Cont. from page 6

OPEN 
Christmas Eve & 
Christmas Day 

Reg. Hours

Legendary Hamtramck little league player Art “Pinky” De-
ras (right) died at age 75. He has been cited as the best 
little league player in history. Kathy Angerer

A dedication ceremony was held for Hamtramck’s histor-
ic baseball stadium, which was once home for the Negro 
League back in the 1930s. Negro League player Ron Tea-
sley Sr. was a guest of honor. Merry 

Christmas & 
Happy 

New Year 
from Everyone at 

The Review


