“Your Pharmacy Experts” ~

TALKTO A DOCTOR

Additional Savings on

SavMOR

DRUG STORES
FRD PHARMACY

9811 Conant ¢ Hamtramck
(313) 871-1115

Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm
www.sav-mor.com

OVER 5000

Brand and Generic
Medications

$
$

Manage Your Meds Anywhere with

the FRD Pharmacy MOBILE APP

Over 500 drugs available.
\ See www.sav-mor.com for details. J

GENERICS
30 DAY SUPPLY*

GENERICS
90-DAY SUPPLY*

anytime, anywhere.
Introducing

My T Health Plus

Unlimited calls to a doctor,
for you and your family.

5149,

www.MTHealthplus.com

9833 Jos. Campau ""'
Downtown
Hamtramck

Birthday Cakes

Specializing in Polish and European Style
Baking Bread, Cakes, Cookies,
Pies & Pastries, Wedding &

www.NewPalaceBakery.com ™"

By Charles Sercombe
This week we highlight

the news happenings from

July through December.

JULY

A familiar face was ap-
pointed as interim city
manager.

In a special city council
meeting, Max Garbarino
was tapped to fill that po-
sition.

Garbarino had been
serving as the city’s direc-
tor of community safety
and services.

Former City Manager
Kathy Angerer had an-
nounced her resignation,
effective July 15.

Garbarino is the city’s
former police chief.

Garbarino’s salary was
set at $10,000 a month,
and he would continue to
receive his current benefit
package.

In the meantime, the
council also set into mo-
tion a request for propos-
als from search compa-

cided to skip hiring an
outside search company,
and instead conduct the
search themselves. The
position is still posted on
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sion.

About 50 people came
out on a blistering hot
day, but they were able to
sit under a tent and in a

Max Garbarlno was tapped as interim clty manager while
the city council and mayor search for a new city manag-
er. So far, no appointment has been made.

the city’s website. There is
Jan. 10 deadline for candi-
dates to apply for the job.

Poetry was in the air on
a July Saturday afternoon.
The first cultural event
in what was called “Our
City Series” kicked off in
the Rose Garden area of

The city’s cultural series kicked off with a poetry reading

at Immaculate Conception’s Rose Garden.

nies to find “qualified and

experienced city manag-

ers” to apply for the job.
The council later de-

Immaculate  Conception
Church, and was spon-
sored by the Hamtramck
Arts and Cultural Commis-

largely shaded yard.
Several readers pre-
sented poetry and other
writings. They represented
the ethnic make-up of the
city: Yemeni, Bangladeshi,

Polish, Ukrainian and
more.
The first reader was

Hamtramck’'s own Mayor
Ameer Ghalib. The may-
or, a practicing nurse by
trade, is a writer of poet-
ry himself, but he chose
instead to read a poem
by fellow Yemeni, Dr. Ab-
dulaziz Alimakaleh.

Matt Wyszczelski be-
came Hamtramck’s new
fire chief. He had risen up
through the ranks, over
the past two dozen years,
to the position he now
holds.

He told The Review that
“The one big thing | bring
to the job as fire chief is
that | came directly from
the floor to the chief’s of-
fice.

“What this means is

Like
Us On:

that, up until | became
chief, | was a captain, rid-
ing the rig and responding
to fires with the crews.
This allows me to see
things now from both per-
spectives: what is hap-
pening in the field, and
with the administrative
side of things.”

Hamtramck recorded its
first two homicides for the
year.

A  25vyearold Ham-
tramck man and a
24-year-old Detroit woman
were found shot dead in-
side an apartment at the
Hamtramck Housing Com-
mission.

Multiple shell casings
were found at the site,
suggesting that the weap-
on used was an automatic
gun.

The housing apartment
complex is located off the
southbound service drive

Hamtramck firefighter Matt
Wyszczelski got a promotion
to chief of the department.

of I-75. The shooting oc-
curred in among the back
units of the complex, near
to Oklahoma St.

Police were seeking two
black male suspects, who
fled in a silver or gray new-
er-model Dodge Durango.

Police declined to com-
ment on a possible mo-
tive for the shootings.

“At this time, police be-
lieve this was not a ran-
dom incident,” said Police
Chief Anne Moise, in a
press release.

The case is still under
investigation, and anyone
with information about
the matter is asked to call
(313) 800-5280.

Hamtramck’s communi-
ty television channel got
up and running.

Well... sort of.

Greg Kirchner, who was
put in charge of organizing
the channel, said at the
time that there would be
limited programming on
WHPL (Comcast) Channel
19 during this introductory
period.

But, here’s what Kirch-
ner had to say about the
ultimate plans for the
channel:

“Some of the content
we would like to broadcast
includes: council meeting
highlights;  commission
meeting highlights; library
programs for adults and
for children; story times
for young Kkids; events
sponsored by local organi-
zations.

“Also, school events;
sports events; social gath-
erings; informational vid-
eos prepared by govern-
mental entities; opinions
expressed by residents
and business owners; de-
bates and discussions on
local issues; performanc-
es by local musicians and
artists.

“Additionally, one or
more game show(s); lo-
cal news; a calendar of
events; speeches by po-
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litical leaders; lectures by
intellectual personalities;
interviews with both locals
and visitors; and more.”

Kirchner further ex-
plained that the focus-
es will be to “serve as a
communication hub for
our community; promote
Hamtramck; bridge the di-
vide between different eth-
nic groups; and start a di-
alogue between residents
with a wide spectrum of
opinions and habits.”

Funding for the ongoing
broadcast comes from a
grant.

Hamtramck’s financial
woes received a major fix.

But it was only tempo-
rary.

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer
announced that the state
was allocating $750 mil-
lion to “underfunded mu-
nicipal pension systems.”

Hamtramck was includ-
ed in that list of commu-
nities.

At a city council meet-
ing, Sue Feinberg, of the
Municipal Employees Re-
tirement System (MERS),
said the city could receive
about $17.6 million.

The city still had to ap-
ply for the financial aid,
Feinberg said, and it won’t
come until next summer
or so.

“There are a lot of bugs
to work out,” Feinberg said
about the funding source.

City Manager Kathy An-
gerer said that what mon-
ies are coming will boost
the city’s pension funding,
from being at 45 percent
to being at 60 percent of
what'’s fully needed.

The city’s financial com-
mitment to the pension

Continued on page 2

Beer,
Wine and
Spirits

O oma

Authentic Polish Food

BANQUET HALL 2934 Yemans * Hamtramck ¢ 313-873-8432
and CATERING www.polonia-restaurant.net Find Us on Facebook!

OFFICIAL PIEROGI
HEADQUARTERS

Enjoy Our Polish Classics:

Stuffed Cabbage, Pierogies,
Crepes, Potato Pancakes,
City Chicken, Pork Chops,

New Years
Eve
Dec. 31 -
Jan 2.
Reopens
Tuesday,
NET

Vegetarian Plates and

Homemade Soups:
Dill Pickle & Cabbage.
Don’t forget to try our

homemade sausage.
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Hambramck Mutual Aid

Phone (313) 874-2100

Snow Shoveling Assistance

Program 2022-23

Are you a Hamtramck-based organization that
utilizes volunteers? If 3+ volunteers sign up

from your organization, we’ll add you as a co-
sponsor of this year's snow-shoveling efforts!

Contact mutualaidhamtramck@gmail.com for

more information!

To get help or veolunteer, fill out this form:

_ Qu._lllty' Palish Food __

| EST 1881 |

586-250-9090

9601 Jos Ca
Hamtramck,

Roku!

Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-5

NEW LOCATION!
40211 Mound Rd.
Sterling Heights, MI 48310

www.Srodek.com

(3 13) 871-8080 Call for extended hours

Hamtramck Hours: Mon-Thur: 8am-6pm,

Call for Hours

mpau St.
MI 48212

pm, Sun 10am-4pm

OVER 40 TYPES OF PIEROGI, SMOKED AND FRESH KIELBASA, USZKA,
DRIED POLISH MUSHROOMS, PLUS MUCH MORE! FAMILY OWNED AND
OPERATED FOR OVER 36 YEARS!

“THE BEST POLISH DELI... THE BEST PIEROGI EVER.”
ANDREW ZIMMERN FROM TRAVEL CHANNEL'S BIZARRE FOODS

A wide variety of meats and imported groceries!
Stop in and see for yourself! Made fresh daily on our premises.
Our own Homemade Polish Kielbasa, 5 different types of Smoked Kielbasa

We have homemade Farmers Cheese, Sauerkraut, Pickles, Fresh Ground
Horseradish, Mushroom Uszka, and Pure Honey!

WE SHIP

OUR HOMEMADE

Krakowska
Canadian Bacon/Poledwica

Cottage Ham/Baleron Head Cheese/Salceson many more...
Smoked Spare Ribs/Zeberka (4 Types) Potato Dumplings/Kopytka
Blood Sausage/Kiszka Smoked Kielbasa (5 Types) Fresh Polish Kielbasa/

%% Smoked Bacon/Boczek Crepes/Nalesniki Biala Kielbasa

Jellied Pigs Feet/Zimne Nogi
Baked Liver Sausage/Pasztet

Pickle Soup, Czarnina and

NATIONWIDE!

POLISH
RIGKY RAT PAGK

l
MUSLIMS
k

DAVID BIERMAN OVERDRIVE

fund ate up $5.7 million
out of its total $18 million
budget, or nearly a third.

Angerer, who left the city
on July 15 for a new job,
welcomed the news.

“We have worked hard
to communicate to leaders
in Lansing about the chal-
lenge of the pension obli-
gation. | am so pleased
that the State of Michigan
finally recognized (the is-
sue), and the legislature
came to agreement to re-
lieve the burden the under-
funded pension obligation
is for our city and others,
and using the onetime
available funds to do so,”
Angerer told The Review.

“This is so good for Ham-
tramck. | will leave my ten-
ure as city manager know-
ing that this problem is on
its way to being solved.”

While this was a one-
time allocation, according
to a state press release,
there was still leftover fed-
eral funding that could be
tapped into again in the
future.

Former Mayor Karen Ma-
jewski was added to the
growing list of local nota-
bles having a street re-
named in their honor.

Majewski was mayor of
Hamtramck for 18 years —
tying former Mayor Robert
Kozaren for having served
in that position for that
length of time.

Majewski lost her bid for
re-election last November.

City officials and res-
idents gathered across
from city hall to unveil an
honorary street sign that
now sits atop the Winfrey
St. sign. The honorary sign
reads: and Mayor Karen
Majewski Ph.D St.

(Majewski has an aca-
demic doctorate degree
from the University of
Michigan.)

“This is a great honor,
and I'm very moved by it,”
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Majewski said. “When |
was persuaded to run for

The display of a pride flag
on a city flagpole once
again spurred a debate
over the flag.

city council back in 2003,
| was full of apprehension

Former Mayor Karen Majew-
ski had a street across from
city hall renamed in her hon-
or. Majewski was mayor for
18 years.

not just about the difficul-
ties of elected office in a
city like Hamtramck, but
about the ways my life
plans, my career, my direc-

tion, would change.

“I was right - my life did
profoundly change, and my
career did shift direction.
But the journey was also a
great and challenging gift,
and this final gift from the
city is a most touching cul-
mination.”

The display of the pride
flag was once again an is-
sue in Hamtramck.

It came to light that a
pride flag - a symbol for
gay rights - was being
flown on a city-owned flag-
pole on Jos. Campau, near
Carpenter.

Russ Gordon, chairman
of the city's Human Rela-
tions Commission, said he
was asked to fly the flag by
Timothy Price, who is chair-
man of the city’s Arts &
Cultural Commission.

Gordon has been volun-
teering to raise money for
the 18 flagpoles on Jos.
Campau for a number of
years, and has also been
the one who raises and
lowers the flags each year.

Price said, to those op-
posed to the display: “We
have to separate church
and state. Hamtramck is a
place for all.”

He also reminded elect-
ed officials: “(You) repre-
sent all the people.”

The display took some
city officials by surprise.

On the city’s Facebook
page, this notice was post-
ed:

“The City of Hamtramck
is aware that there has
been much concern over
the status of the Pride Flag
flown on Jos. Campau in
our City. These flag poles
and flags are maintained
exclusively by the Ham-
tramck Human Relations
Commission whom is a
commission of the city, but
has authorization to act on
this matter independently.

“The City of Ham-

Continued on page 3

This week at the Library ...

December 30, 2022

SEE DIGK RUN

EMCEE KELLY BROWN | {AUREN UCHALIK

FEBRUARY 4TH 6PM| PONATION $20

NEW DODGE LOUNGE

A BEMEFIT/CELEBRATION TO AID MIKE KARWOWSKI IN HIS FIGHT
AGCAINST ESOPHACGAEL CANCER. IF YOU CANNOT ATTEND, PLEASE
CONSIDER A DONATION TO OUR COFUND ME SITE.

ALL PROFITS GO DIRECTLY TO MIKE

Hamtramck
Senior Plaza

A HUD High
Performer

1 = H .

‘The Nicest Place in Town”

e Heat & Water
Included

¢ Individual Kitchens

¢ Income Based Rent

¢ 24 Hour Security

e Recreation Area
e On Site Mail-.

e Exercise Room
e Air Conditioned
e Library

Hamtramck Housing Com-
mission (HHC) does not
discriminate on the basis

of race, color, religion, na-
2620 Holbrook St « Hamtramek  (313) 873-1818 - i
or familial status

Check out the elec-
tronic resources you library card
grants access to: Transparent Lan-
guage Online with over 100 languages
and deep multi-level coursework to
help you attain fluence; Improve you
English courses; and LOTE for kids,
collection of new and classic chil-
dren’s tales in over 40 languages.
Visit www.hamtramck.lib.mi.us and
check out Kanopy, Hoopla and Over-
Drive under the eResources tab and
start exploring.

Adoptive Yoga and Thai Chi: The
group exercise sessions at the library
will start up again in the second half
of January 2023. Check the library
column for exercise schedule for the
coming year.

Digital Services:

Book Suggestion: Romance? Check,
Drama? Check, Happy ending? You
will have to read it to find out for
yourself. Grab a copy of Oliver Hig-
gins Prouty’s novel. “Now, Voyag-
er”’, enjoy the emotional crescendos
that run throughout and join us on Fri-
day, February 24th at 11:30 am for
our Read Up and Meet Up book chat.
Sure, that is months away, however, it
is a great title for some late night win-
ter reading.

MiLibrary Quest: For parents and

teachers of restless teens, we want to
let you know that the MiLibraryQuest
will be returning this winter with a
new theme, a new interactive puzzle
to solve , and (of course) some new
prizes to win. Sponsored by the Li-
brary of Michigan.

Big Library Read: Looking for a
story with a bit more action? Give the
writings of Elmore Leonard a shot.
Although not a Michigan native him-
self, his family relocated to the Detroit
area during his youth and it would be
a shame for locals with a taste of
crime, thriller, and western fiction to
not be familiar with this prolific writ-
er. A number of his stories have been
adapted to the big screen or been de-
veloped into a series. From “3:10 to
Yuma”, and ‘Justified to Out of
Sight” and “Get Shorty”. Nothing
says the holidays like a book with bit
of grit.

Story Time: Where can you find
live, in-person, story time entertain-
ment for your kids? The library, of
course! Beginning on January 9th at 4
pm on Mondays, we will be offering
up a selection of silly tales that will
make your little one’s day.

Game Night: What is better than sit-
ting alone, being bord? Joining us for
Game Night at the library, of course.
We are serving up something fun each
Friday starting January 6th at 4 pm.
Stop by and let us know that you have
come to play.

ESL. Classes in the Library: They
will start up again on January 9th for
the rest of the 2022-23 school year
The ESL classes organized by Hori-
zon School and are held in the library
four days a week (Monday to Thurs-
day). There are two sessions with the
first staring at 9 am and the second at
11:30 am

Library is located at 2360 Caniff Avenue, Phone (313) 733-6822
Or visit its website at http://hamtramck. Lib.mi.us for on line catalog

Attachments for printing, faxing or scanning send to
hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com
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tramck's elected officials
and administration were
not made aware prior of
this specific installation.
With that said, we under-
stand that there are very
strong views both for and
against this flag from our
residents.

from the 1960s of target-
ing primarily African-Amer-
ican neighborhoods for
housing demolition.

That demolition was part
of a national urban renew-
al effort to clear out dilap-
idated housing for redevel-
opment.

The annual Dlver5|ty Festival celebrated the Bangladeshi

community.

“We strive to maintain a
peaceful welcoming com-
munity for all of our resi-
dents and visitors here in
Hamtramck. The flag will
remain in place until fur-
ther notice. City officials
intend to meet at a later
time to discuss the ongo-
ing plan for display of this
flag.”

According to sources,
Mayor Ameer Ghalib, the
city’s first Yemeni-Amer-
ican to hold this office,
had ordered the flag to
be removed. The Review
reached out to the mayor
for comment, and he gave
this response:

“The mayor didn’t and
will not do anything about
it. It's not my issue, it's a
divisive community issue
made by the person who
solely decided to rise it in
Jos. Campau for the first
time from a commission
that its main mission is
supposed to be bringing
people together.”

The pride flag issue had
first come up the year be-
fore, when a divided city
council debated whether
to allow it to be flown on
the city-owned flag pole in
Zussman Park.

The outcry against the
flag has come mostly from
Muslim community lead-
ers.

By December of next
year (2023), the city will
have an important mile-
stone to celebrate.

All it will take is the fi-
nal construction of three
more houses to finally put
an end to a housing dis-
crimination lawsuit, filed
against the city back in the
1970s.

Recently, the city coun-
cil accepted a $950,000
grant from Wayne County
that will pay for the con-
struction of the houses.

Work is expected to be-
gin next year.

When the houses are
completed, the city will
have finally met all the
terms in the settlement of
a lawsuit filed against the
city back in the 1970s. The
lawsuit, named after one
of the plaintiffs, Sarah Gar-
rett, accused city officials

It took decades before a
settlement was reached,
and it wouldn’'t be until
some more years later
that various funding sourc-
es would step in to actually
help get the housing units
built.

Several years ago, it was
thought that the city had
successfully finished the
last of 200 housing units
the settlement called for,
and there were even cele-
brations.

But guess what?

The attorney for the
plaintiffs counted up the
total number of housing
units built, and the city was

mysteriously disappeared
from the ballot.

Sam Alasri and Ham-
tramck City Councilmem-
ber Mohammed Alsomiri
were eliminated from the
ballot as candidates for
Wayne County Commis-
sioner in the 3rd district.

That’s the seat that Mar-
tha Scott has long held,
and she was seeking
re-election.

Alsomiri told The Review
that he believed “some-
one was behind this.” He
added that he suspects it
was a politician.

He was correct.

The matter was cleared
up by the Wayne County
Election Clerk’s Office.

A staff member for Mar-
tha Scott, Robert Davis,
challenged Alasri's and
Alsomiri’s qualifications to
be on the ballot, because
they had both failed to ful-
ly fill out their affidavits of
identity to qualify for office.

They were eventually
removed from the ballot
by Wayne County Circuit
Court Chief Judge Timothy
Kenny.

Armani Asad was also
a Scott challenger, but he
lost his bid to unseat her
— as expected, consider-
ing that Scott has been
long-entrenched in her po-
sition.

In the past few years,
Scott has actually brought
in hundreds of thousands
of dollars to Hamtramck,
from the county, to improve

State Rep. Abraham Aiyash (D-Hamtramck) was re-elect-
ed, and was appointed by his colleagues as the House
Majority Floor Leader.

still three short of the 200
required units.

Unfortunately for the
dozens of plaintiffs, most
— if not all — had died by
the time any of the hous-
ing units were built. Among
those deaths was Sarah
Garrett herself, the law-
suit’'s namesake.

AUGUST

State Rep. Abraham Ai-
yash of Hamtramck was
virtually guaranteed a sec-
ond term.

In the August primary
election, he won his new-
ly-drawn  district, which
now includes the Grosse
Pointes, with 4,348 votes.

Aiyash could pretty much
count on being re-elected
in November, since his dis-
trict always votes heavily
Democratic.

Spoiler alert: He was in-
deed re-elected.

Two other Hamtramck
candidates weren’t so for-
tunate. In fact, they both

Veterans Park and the his-
toric baseball stadium.

One of Hamtramck’s

more  colorful festivals
once again took over a por-
tion of Conant Ave.

The Hamtramck Diversi-
ty Festival is a yearly cele-
bration of the area’s Ban-
gladeshi community, which
numbers around 20,000
in an area that includes
mostly the eastern edge of
Hamtramck, along with the
Detroit neighborhood just
north and east of the city.

The festival was an ex-
plosion of colorful food,
native Bengali clothing and
jewelry.

Besides offering tastes
of Bangladesh, there were
a number of performers
and bands, some of whom
traveled all the way here
from Bangladesh.

Bangladesh is a smaller
country that sits along the
eastern border of India. It
is home to the eighth larg-
est population in the world,
cramming 166 million peo-
ple into an area about the
size of lowa.

It is also the unfortunate
target of frequent devastat-
ing floods, being so low-ly-
ing; these disasters have
been known to Kill tens to
hundreds of thousands at
a time when they occur.

Updating the city’s ani-
Continued on page 4

We are an Active
Parish Serving the
Community
Celebrating 100 Years of

Traditional, Catholic, and
Democratic Church

It’s Time to Pray,

Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

January 1st, 9:00 am
Solemnity of Circumcision
of our Lord

Dec. 31 — Solemnity of Holy Family
Holy Mass 10 am

Jan 2 — Solemnity of Holy Name of
Jesus Holy Mass 9 am

Jan 6 — Solemnity of Epiphany of our
Lord 7 pm

Jan 14 — Take-out only Soup Kitchen
2-4 pm
Everyone Welcome!

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck ¢ Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
313-365-0218 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

THE BENGAL"S,
AUTO SALES LLC

11469 Jos Campau * Hamtramck

NEW

646-683-4427

www.TheBengaIAuto com

Solemn Midnight Mass

Blessed chalk and ince

As the church bells ring proclaiming the birth of Christ we at

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Parish

wish you a Merry Christmas and for the coming New Year -
health, happiness and prosperity.

Pastor Fr. Janusz Ilwan and Parish Staff
Christmas Season 2023
3851 Prescott, Hamtramck, Mi 48212

313-891-1520
Saturday, December 24.............. Christmas Eve Vigil
Family Mass.........ccccovmevenrnnnescnsess e 4pm (English)

................ 12:00 am (Polish & English)
(Preceded by the singing of Christmas Carols (koledy) at 11:30pm)

Sunday, December 25 ..........ccccciiiennnns Christmas Day | A century of Faith
Mass in Polish & ENGISH ........cceveueereerssnnessesessssesnsns 9:30am and Community
- 184 pages of
Sunday, January 1, 2023.................. New Year’s Day Parish history
. . - Photographs and
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God................. 8:00am (English) memories

............................................................................. 9:30am (Polish)

Sunday, January 8, 2023........... Epiphany of the Lord
MaSS ....covrererererneneraeens 8:00am (English) and 9:30am (Polish)

nse available

Our Lady Queen
of Apostles,

- $35 (plus $5 S&H)
Email or call the
Parish at
313-891-1520 for
more info on how to
purchase the book.

Palace Bakery

— —

HOLIDAY HOURS:

Specializing in Polish and
European Style Baking Bread,
Cakes, Cookies, Pies & Pastries,

Wedding & Birthday Cakes

9833 Jos. Campau

Downtown Hamtramck

OPEN New Years Eve, Dec. 31 - 8am-2pm,
Closed New Years Day, Jan. 1,Closed Monday, Jan. 2
Re-Opens Tuesday, Jan. 3

Don’ t For, e
Your Favoﬂ;;
Kowalsk: Meats
for the

Holldays!

.NewPalaceBakery.com
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9517 Jos. Campau * Hamtramck
586-879-8058 Call for Appt.

Hamtramck Public TV-19

& streaming on YouTube Live Worldwide
On Hamtramck Public Library YouTube Channel

What’s on this coming week?
Historical Museum,

Board of Education meetings,

New Kamal Rahman Show “In My Opinion”,
Daily ESL classes at 4 pm, Local events,
Library programs, Interviews, Council meeting
highlights, Event announcements, Evenings with
authors, Citizen’s Comments,
Children’s programs, Motivate Me 313 programs,
Foreign Language Programs,

and more.....

BECOME A LOCAL REPORTER: If you know how to take photos
or make film clips on your phone, you can download them to
Hamtramck TV along with a news story, to be aired the same

day. Just make sure that you hold your phone horizontally.

Hamtramck Public TV is broadcasted from
Hamtramck Public Library
On Comcast Channel 19 and streaming on
YouTube Live (24/7)
To place community announcement call the
Library at 313-733-6822

Or email: HamtramckTV@gmail.com
Announcements submitted by 10 am
Will go on air the same day (evening)

PROUD T0 BE LOCAL

B Award Winning Lego
Program

B Award Winning
Robotics Program

B District & State DECA
Competitions

B National Honor Society
B Full Sports Program
B Full Day Kindergarten

B Summer Recreation
Programs

B Technology & Career
Prep Courses

Dickinson East Elementary

3385 Norwalk
(313) 591-7406
K — 6th Grades

Dickinson West Elementary

2333 Burger
(313) 591-7407
K - 6th Grades

Early Childhood Elementary
11680 McDougall

(313) 591-7410

Pre K — 2nd Grades

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972 ' »

Best quality for the a ] An

best prices.
Walk-Ins Welcome!

Call for Hours

mal ordinance turned out
to be no ordinary task.
issue arose when
some in the city’s Muslim
community noticed that, in
a proposed update of the
ordinance, the sacrificing
of animals is prohibited.

Some in the Muslim
community demanded that
the city allow such ritual
sacrificing because it is a
practice that is part of their
faith, especially during the
Eid holiday.

“We want to practice
our religion,” said one res-
ident, at a recent city coun-
cil meeting.

But another resident, a
non-Muslim, objected to
the practice.

“This practice, while sa-
cred to some, would be
extremely offensive and
traumatizing to others,”
she said.

Others also objected,
saying that slaughtering
goats and other animals
in backyards could cause
health and vermin hazards
from spilled blood, animal
feces, or from entrails and
carcasses sitting out in
garbage cans.

City Attorney James Allen
said there was precedent
for the council to legally
allow the sacrificing of ani-
mals for religious reasons,
if it chose.

In 1993, the US Su-
preme Court ruled that reli-
gious animal sacrifices are
allowed and protected un-
der the First Amendment
that, in part, provides that

December 30

B Honors & Advance
Placement Classes

B Dual Enrollment

B AP Honor Roll Recipient
W Art, Music, Band

M Restorative Practices

B Positive Behavior
Intervention System (PBIS)

B Parent Engagement
Programs

B Adult Education Program

3201
(313)

B Career and Technology
Education (CTE Programs)

Holbrook Elementary
2361 Alice
(313) 591-7408
K - 8th Grades

Tau Beta School
3056 Hanley
(313) 591-7409
K — 8th Grades

Start Here, Stay Here, Succeed Here!
Pocni tu, ostani tu,ostvari uspjeh tu!
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lia gl L gl

Phone (313) 874-2100

Time to take a break and look back: Year in
REVieW - Pal’ t TWO Continued from page 3

“Congress shall make no
law respecting an estab-
lishment of religion or pro-
hibiting its free exercise.”
Councilmember Moham-

The issue of whether to
allow the slaughtering of
animals for a religious ob-
servance was debated
throughout the year and re-
mains unresolved.

med Hassan, who is a
Muslim - as are the entire
rest of the council, and the
mayor - suggested a com-
promise, by allowing the
slaughtering of animals in
a designated location in
the city.

Councilmember Nayeem
Choudhury, who was on
the sub-committee revising
the ordinance, argued that
the city should allow ani-
mal sacrificing in order to
make “accommodations”
for those of the Muslim
faith.

Goats, lambs or chick-
ens are the most frequent-

Enroll at

Hamtramck
Public Schools

Roosevelt

591-7423

Kosciuszko Middle School

2333 Burger
(313) 591-7405

7th — 8th Grades
Hamtramck High School

11410 Charest
(313) 591-7401

9th — 12th Grades

Horizon School

3225 Caniff
(313) 591-7404

9th - 12th Grades
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ly sacrificed animals.

The resignations of City
Manager Kathy Angerer
and City Attorney James
Allen left the mayor and

some councilmembers
confused.
At a council meeting,

Mayor Ameer Ghalib won-
dered out loud whether
they were resigning be-
cause of him being elected
as mayor - as well as there
being some new coun-
cilmembers - or if there
was something he or the
council did.

“It was surprising to
us that you are leaving,”
Ghalib said. “Nothing hap-
pened from us. We had no
intention of firing anyone.”

Angerer said that the
mayor and council had

nothing to do with her de-
cision to take another job.
Angerer is now working
for the state Department
of Agriculture as a deputy
director.
“Its been a good 10

The party was held at a
sort of homemade park
area at St. Aubin and Car-
penter. It was geared to-
ward both kids and adults,
and featured plenty of
grilled food, along with pot-
luck dishes brought by at-
tendees.

Kids had plenty of games
to play, and, of course, took
part in face painting be-
cause, well, that’s a huge
kid thing.

Hamtramck firefight-
ers stopped by with their
trucks, and kids and adults
got to gawk at the trucks
and ask all sorts of ques-
tions.

The get-together made
one wonder: why can’t the
city have more of these
homegrown events?

SEPTEMBER

After several weeks of
putting off a vote on wheth-
er to grant a tax break for
the development of the for-
mer Missant property, the

Another city cultural event was held at a homemade park

on Carpenter and St. Aubin.

years.... Hamtramck is in
a good spot,” she said. “I
don’t think | would have re-
signed two years ago, be-
cause | don’t think we were
in that spot.”

She added: “I'm not
leaving because of any
one of you. Some opportu-
nities come to you that put
a smile on your face.”

Allen also stressed that
city officials had nothing to
do with his decision.

“I've had zero friction,”
he said.

But Allen said he has
been faced with an on-

city council agreed to the
deal.

At a city council meeting,
the council voted 4-2 in
favor of granting a 10-year
tax abatement to 8801
Conant Holdings, LLC.

The company plans to
demolish any decrepit
buildings on the 25-acre
site, and then lease it
to Zbox Global, LCC, an
e-commerce company that
specializes in selling truck
equipment.

A new building will be
constructed at the site as
well.

A tax abatement was granted to allow the redevelopment
of the former Missant plant site on Conant.

J slaught of criticism from

some community mem-
bers, and has felt like
“you’re walking with a tar-
get on your back.”

Ghalib said he is confi-
dent that the city “will keep
running.”

Once again, the Arts and
Culture Commission came
up with another winner for
Hamtramck.

The commission’s block
party was a great success,
despite a later threat of
rain.

The abatement  will
freeze the property taxes
at their current rate, which
is about $60,000 a year.

The council had been
split 3-3 over this issue for
several weeks, until Coun-
cilmember Adam Albarma-
ki changed his position
and voted for the abate-
ment.

Albarmaki said that, after
talking with various people,
he decided that “we want
to send a clear message
to investors to come to

Continued on page 5
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Hamtramck.”

He added: “This (tax
abatements) is something
common in the state of
Michigan.”

Councilmembers Mo-
hammed Alsomiri and
Khalil Refai were opposed
to the deal, and had count-
er-offered a tax break for
six years instead of 10.
That proposal was rejected
by fellow councilmembers.

The site, located on
Conant near the county
jail on Hamtramck Dr., has
been vacant for years and
had turned into an eye-
sore. The current owner of
the site promises to not
only raze the old buildings,
but also to install land-
scaping.

Turns out Hamtramck
doesn’'t need no stinkin’
Polish Day Parade.

The Labor Day Festival
committee decided to
throw their own parade,
after being told by the or-
ganizers of the Polish Day
Parade that they were no
longer going to participate
in the yearly tradition.

This year, the festival
and parade were going to
be extra-special. Parade
co-organizer Jessica Urban
explained:

“Being that it is Ham-
tramck’s 100th Birthday,
we decided to organize
a special parade to com-
memorate the city's cen-
tennial history.

“We have reached out
to many current organiza-
tions, as well as organiza-
tions that have been active
in Hamtramck's history.”

The parade’s Grand Mar-
shal was Hamtramck’s
own Vera Burk, who was
94 vyears old. Burk has
been part of numerous city
commissions and organi-
zations for many years.

Many residents knew her
as having been president
of the Hamtramck Block
Club Association, as well
as for her role as a city
code enforcer.

Burk was also a member
of the city’s Human Rela-
tions Commission.

Burk, an African-Ameri-
can, has also long fought
for civil rights, and was
part of the fight against
housing discrimination
here in Hamtramck.

She has also been ac-
tive in the Hamtramck
Community Initiative, and
is President of the Sarah
Garrett Park.

As it turned out, the pa-
rade was a huge, and fun,
success.

As for the Hamtramck
Labor Day Festival: It was

Hamtramck Review

tion.

To beef up election secu-
rity in the state, Secretary
of State Jocelyn Benson
created an $8 million fund
for local and county com-

oy /5L

Councilmember Adam Albarmaki resighed from council

because of work obligations. He was one-year into his

four-year term.

awesome.

That was despite Mother
Nature throwing a curve
ball on Sunday, with unsea-
sonably cold and cloudy
weather that reminded ev-
eryone that the Michigan
gray period of the year was
coming up way too soon.

A few highlights of the
weekend:

The music line-up was
both varied and simply in-
credible.

The food offerings were
also top-notch, and folks
seemed not to be able to
get enough. Many folks
were seen leaving the fes-
tival grounds with plates of
food in hand.

Big Time wrestling was
once again a crowd favor-
ite, and provided plenty of
laughs.

The canoe race. It was
rowdy and wet - very, very
wet. It's the one time the
public is encouraged to
have a giant water bal-
loon fight without being
accused of assault — even
as the Hamtramck police
force is right there watch-
ing.

Monday evening, the
last day of the festival,
brought it all back home.
The weekend’'s marquee
bands, ESG and ADULT,
were knockouts.

All across the country,
there was growing concern
about the safety of elec-
tion workers for the up-
coming November General
Election.

There was particular wor-
ry over some poll watchers
attempting to disrupt vot-
ers or the counting of bal-
lots.

Michigan was no excep-

munities to tap into to pre-
pare for the election.

“My administration has
worked with election clerks
and law enforcement
across the state to ensure
they have the information

BT
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city listed 229 buildings,
municipal-owned parking
lots, places of worship,
schools, veteran posts,
a county jail, vacant lots,
and more, that Hamtramck
does not collect property
taxes from.

In total, there are about
7,000 properties in Ham-
tramck, most of which do
produce property taxes.

Property taxes are no
small matter. The city was
projecting to collect $6.6
million in such tax monies
during the year.

That chunk of change is
the largest revenue source
for the city. The next high-
est amount of revenue
comes from state revenue
sharing, at $4.5 million,
followed by income taxes
at $2.3 million.

The City of Hamtramck
itself is the biggest single
owner of properties that
do not pay taxes, which
includes buildings such as
city hall, the fire station,

The annual “canoe race” during the Hamtramck Labor Day
Festival was once again wild and wet.

and resources they need
to protect voters and their
rights, and voters can cast
their ballot tomorrow confi-
dent they will be safe and
their vote will be counted,”
Benson said in a press re-
lease.

“We will not tolerate any
voter suppression or elec-
tion interference attempts
in Michigan.”

In Hamtramck, City Clerk
Rana Faraj said that secu-
rity had not been much of
an issue.

“Other than some cam-
paigners harassing my
door people, | can’t think of
anything at the moment,”
Faraj told The Review.

For a city that’s only two-
square miles, Hamtramck
has a lot of tax-exempt
properties.

In response to a Review
Freedom of Information
Act (FOIA) request, the

afarrell @hamtramekcity.com.

stall length requirements.

City of Hamtramck Notice of Public Hearing

Zoning Board of Appeals

NOTICE is hereby given that the city of Hamtramck Zoning Board of Appeals will conduct a public hearing
in the 2" Floor Council Chambers of Hamtramck City Hall (3401 Evaline Street, Hamtramck, M 48212)
on January 17™, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. Public comments will be limited to three minutes. Public comments
may also be heard by submitting a written comment to CED Coordinator at

The subject of the hearing is: Applicant Architectural Planners Inc. is requesting a variance to the zoning
ordinance section 155.080(D)(4) and 155.114(C)(2) for address 9531 Buffalo Street, Hamtramck. Parcel #
41-008-02-0025-301. Proposed new construction building does not meet side yard sethack and parking

The City of Hamtramck will provide necessary and reasonable auxiliary aids, and services for individuals
with disabilities at the public hearing upon advance notice by writing or by calling the Clerk's Office at
313-800-5233 x343. Please contact the Clerk's office at least 10 days in advance.

the parks, and, mostly, city-
owned vacant lots.

The Wayne County Land
Bank also owns over 30
properties that it received
from tax forfeitures.

Fortunately for the city, it
is still selling off its vacant
lots. At one time, those
lots, which are mostly lo-
cated in the city's south
end, had homes on them.

If you are a special ed-
ucation teacher - or even
on your way to earning a
degree in that field - the
Hamtramck Public School
District had —and still has
- an offer for you.

The district needed to fill
several positions, and was
willing give successful can-
didates a signing bonus
of up to $15,000. Then, it
got even better: the bonus
was offered annually, for
up to five years.

The district issued a

press release, saying that
the HPS teachers’ union
(the Hamtramck Feder-
ation of Teachers) had
agreed to the deal.

“We hope passionate
and compassionate edu-
cators apply for the open
positions, and take advan-
tage of the opportunity to
advance their own educa-
tion,” said Interim Super-
intendent Nabil Nagi in the
press release.

The positions the dis-
trict sought to fill includ-
ed school psychologist,
school social worker and
speech pathologist.

“Candidates can hold
endorsements for cogni-
tive impairment, learning
disabilites and/or emo-
tional impairment, or be
teachers who are in a de-
gree program earning an
Autism endorsement,” the
press release said.

The Hamtramck Pub-
lic School District wasn’t
alone in offering hiring in-
centives.

The City of Hamtramck
offers a $1,000 bonus for
those who are hired into
the police department.

The money, however, is
restricted to the covering
the purchase of uniforms.

The department has a
long history of officers leav-
ing for greener pastures in
other communities. The
incentives are usually bet-
ter pay and better working
conditions.

At a city council meeting,
it was explained, in a note
to the council, that:

“The ability of police
agencies to recruit, hire
and retain qualified police
candidates has been a dif-

oy
f \s

other agencies for a variety
of reasons but often for
monetary reasons.”

OCTOBER

It didn’t look like much:
Just a sea of tall weeds lit-
tered with broken bottles,
pieces of smashed china
and a wide variety of things
that most of us would just
call trash.

But, to a group of Wayne
State University students,
those are keys to the past.
And they can open doors
that have been locked for
years - more than 100
years, in this case.

The 13 students (plus
a handful of volunteers),
armed  with  shovels,
spades, measuring tape,
markers and whatever
else they needed to care-
fully dig into and document
the past, explored what
may have been the richest
archeological site in Ham-
tramck.

“What we've learned,
through preliminary archi-
val research thus far, is
that this site was the lo-
cation of commercial and
residential buildings, from
at least 1881 onwards,”
said Krysta Ryzewski, WSU
chairperson and professor
of anthropology at Wayne
State, who was directing
the students.

“There is a record from
1881 of a barn, possi-
bly a railroad barn, where
33 Polish  immigrants
were living in squalor, in
cramped quarters, be-
cause they were poor, and
housing was unavailable.
So, there's the potential
to learn about the experi-
ences of the early wave of

Y

Wayne State University students displayed their finding
from this year’s archeological dig.

ficult task throughout the
country.

“Quite often, even if
candidates are hired, they
receive extensive training
and ultimately move on to

Polish immigrants to Ham-
tramck.”

The site spanned three
parcels of land on Denton
Street, just east of Jos.

Continued on page 6
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Campau. The property is
owned by Hamtramck Re-
cycling, which had agreed
to allow the students to do
the dig.

“The Denton Street site
is part of the Old Ham-
tramck Center,” Ryzewski
said. “The historic build-
ings had been lost to the
expansion of industrial fa-
cilities in the area.”

Blame it on a lack of con-
crete.

That was the reason
why Evaline, between Jos.
Campau and Gallagher,
had been blocked off for
over a month.

That portion of the street
had gotten its old lead
water lines leading to the
homes replaced, a job
that had been completed
weeks prior.

But, because of a con-
crete shortage, there was
a delay in the reopening of
the street.

“This is an ongoing thing
with supply and demand,”
said Bill Diamond, the Di-
rector of Public Services.

The 12th annual Ham-
tramck Neighborhood Arts
Festival and the ongoing
“Our City Series” took
place on a Saturday.

The Neighborhood
Arts Festival was spread
throughout various loca-
tions in town, which includ-
ed houses, porches, gal
leries, art studios and just
about anywhere else you
could imagine.

Some of the highlights
included:

A jug band perfor-

mance at Hamtramck Dis-
neyland (6-7 p.m.)

+ Hamtramck’s art col-
laborative, Hatch, which
hosted 16 Detroit area art-
ists and their works.

9398 Mitchell (just
past Bumbo’s), which fea-
tured sculpture and live
funk music

+ Henna body art — a
Southeast Asian folk art
— which was offered at
10225 Jos. Campau

+ Popps Packing on Car-
penter featured the works
of Faina Lerman

+ The Ukrainian Ameri-
can Archives & Museum
(9630 Jos. Campau) fea-
tured the artwork of R. Ba-
ranyk

The city council consid-
ered beefing up code en-
forcement.

Instead of the city’s code
inspectors  first issuing
a warning notice, Coun-
cilmember Mohammed Al-
somiri proposed skipping
the warning and instead
immediately issuing a vio-
lation.

Violations would come
with a financial penalty.
Misdemeanor tickets could
be as much as $500.

Councilmember  Khalil
Refai, who is a city code
enforcer, said that issuing
warnings can sometimes
create problems, or addi-
tional work for workers.

Councilmember Nay-
eem Choudhury said that
not giving a warning first
will  “backfire,” because
a number of people work
long hours and are not
home much.

“People should be al-
lowed to clean up,” he
said.

financially-stressed house-
holds.

The American culture

The city has over 200 properties, including empty lots,
that are not generating property taxes.

For about two vyears,
during the height of the
covid pandemic, the state
forbade communities from
shutting off water service
because of non-payment.

That ban came to an
end in October, and Ham-
tramck was poised to turn
off water to about 500
households.

But, since word got
around that shutoffs were
coming, Interim City Man-
ager Max Garbarino said
that most of those home-
owners have ponied up
what they owe.

He said there were just
over 100 households hold-
ing out.

There’'s still a helping
hand available for those
struggling to meet water
bills.

Wayne County offers
a program called WRAP
(Water Residential Assis-
tance Program) that helps

war came to Hamtramck.

Some Hamtramck Yeme-
ni-American residents were
urging voters to switch po-
litical parties over growing
cultural issues involving
LGBTQ and abortion rights.

Councilmember  Adam
Albarmaki recently told
Hamtramck voters to vote
straight Republican on
a Facebook page called
“Hamtramck Square.”

He also urged voters
to reject state Proposal
3, which would ensure
the right of women to get
an abortion, but he faced
criticism from some, who
accused him of spreading
misinformation about the
proposal.

He spoke of the Demo-
crats as having a “sinful
agenda.”

He joined a small - but
possibly growing number
- of Arab-Americans who
have recently been upset

4
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by LGBTQ books being in
school libraries, particular-
ly in the Dearborn Public
School District.

The backlash against
Albarmaki was immediate
— s0 much so, that he de-
leted his posts from Face-
book.

In an explanation to The
Review as to why he delet-
ed his posts, he said:

“I was expressing my
feelings toward a political
party. | am not against any
specific group. | learned a
great deal while research-
ing Proposal 2 and 3.
There is a lot of propagan-
da and misinformation go-
ing around in the commu-
nity. | am not here to tell
people how to cast their
votes.

“Everyone is entitled
to their own opinion and
should utilize their right
to vote. Our council is
non-partisan, so as long as
we are working as a team
for the city we can dis-
agree on state and federal
matters. | deleted my post
to avoid divisiveness.”

While there seemed to
be a growing call for Ar-
ab-Americans to vote Re-
publican, nationwide about
70 percent of Arab voters
vote Democratic.

There are about two mil-
lion Arab-Americans who
live in the U.S., accord-
ing to the Census. About
500,000 Arab-Americans

# B | . v
Parents and others attended a school board meeting to

She said one issue to be
considered is whether a
councilmember has to
provide proof that their ab-
sence is legitimate.

“We don’t have anything
to work with,” Jaczkowski
said.

Councilmember Nayeem
Choudhury took Hassan
and Albarmaki to task.

“We choose to be on
council,” he said. “If you
want to be a good coun-
cilmember, you want to be
here.”

In the end, the council
agreed with Jaczkowski,
and tabled the issue indef-
initely to work out a policy.

A month later, Albarmaki
resigned from the council
because of work obliga-
tions.

Hamtramck voters stuck
with Democrats, as well as
supporting women'’s right
to have an abortion in re-
sults from the November
election.

Democrats, in fact, also
received support across
the state from voters who
also supported abortion
rights in Michigan.

Not surprisingly, Ham-
tramck’s own State Rep.
Abraham Aiyash (D) won
his second term. His new-
ly-drawn district, which in-
cludes Hamtramck, was
expected to vote heavily
Democratic.

Aiyash was later chosen

discuss their concerns about what reading materials are

available to students.

live in Michigan, the high-
est number of any state.

NOVEMBER

Work and school duties
proved to be a problem
for city councilmembers
Mohammed Hassan and
Adam Albarmaki.

Both missed a num-
ber of meetings during
the year. For Hassan, it
was work obligations, and
for Albarmaki it was a tri-
ple-whammy of trying to
balance work, school and
city council duties.

Their absences raised
a question of what consti-
tutes an excused absence
from attending a meeting.

The city council strug-
gled with this issue after
Councilmembers Hassan
and Albarmaki asked for
their previous absences to
be officially excused.

The question raised was:
do councilmembers have
to tell someone on council,
before a meeting, that they
can’t make it, or can an ab-
sence be excused later?

The council spoke at
length on the subject, with
Councilmember Amanda
Jaczkowski saying “It’s silly
to look backwards.”

Instead, she said the
council needed to settle
the matter going forward.

by his colleagues to be the
House majority floor lead-
er.

It is his job to coordinate
and schedule legislative
plans, as well as to keep
taking the pulse on what
his party members think
about the issues being
considered.

Aiyash is the first Muslim
to hold this position.

For the first time in 40
years, voters supported
the Democratic governor
with a Democratic majority
in the state legislature.

The American culture war
on what kinds of reading
material should be avail-
able to school kids came
to Hamtramck.

The Hamtramck Public
School District posted a
letter to the community, on
its Facebook page, saying
that a separate posting on
a social media site errone-
ously claimed that the dis-
trict allows students to ac-
cess “certain materials for
our students that contain
inappropriate  language,
images, and concepts that
are inappropriate for our
students.”

The district did not pro-
vide further details on
the material in question,
nor the social media site

Continued on page 8
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PROPERTIES + I

FOR RENT
3 br.,, hardwood floors
throughout, stove, fridge,
water included, $1100/
mo. + security deposit,
corner of Mitchell and
Casmere, 313-549-2500.

12/30

FOR
SALE
Antique lawn statue for

sale, best offer, 586-209-
6445. 12/30

\ | (
| I I \ !
) U .- » |/

FOR RENT
Hamtramck, small 2 br.,
newly remodeled. Read
Carefully: short-term
lease available, single
working person or couple
preferred, no pets, $900-
$1050/month, immediate
occupancy, Mike, (313)
516-5178. 1/6

HOUSE
FOR SALE

17520 Joseph Campau,

Hamtramck Review
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single house, 3 bedrooms
nice basement, $65,000,
313-414-2634. 16

HELP

WANTED

Waitress wanted Mon.
— Fri., 10 a.m. — 3 p.m,,
313-891-6170. 12/23

Polonia Restaurant now
hiring kitchen & wait staff,
Great, fun environment. Ex-
perience preferred, 2935

Yemans, Hamtramck,
contact Andrew 313-873-
8432,

Advertisers should check their
ad following first publication.
The newspaper shall not be lia-
ble for failure to publish an ad,
for a typographic error or errors
in publication except to the ex-
tent of the cost of the ad for
the first day’s insertion. Adjust-
ments for errors is limited to
the cost of that portion of the
ad wherein the error occurred.
We reserve the right to classify,
revise or reject any classified
advertisement.
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The Hamtramck Review is Online
Never miss an issue!

www.TheHamtramckReview.com

e Directory

HEATING & COOLING PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

We Repair & Install
e Furnaces @
e Boilers s
e Air Conditioners o b,
¢ Licensed & Insured
- Flnanjz?fgrDAezzllable “Iq..l #:E:E‘n
ﬂ &E HEATING & " S
0s. Lampau
COOLING  313-892-2122

PAINTING

IN'VINCE'ABLE PAINTING
Interior / Exterior & Power Washing
Painting ‘and Drywall Repair

Vince

Free Estimates 586-838-7598

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BROTHERS
HANDYMAN
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS
Interior * Exterior
TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

* Handyman Services * Roof Repairs
» Sidings & Gutters « Chimney Work ¢« Porches
Ask for Frank

33365451

FREE
ESTIMATES

Senior Discount 10%

Serving our community for over
100 years since 1904.
* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA

PLUMBING & HEATING
(313) 365-8630

12/31/23

Celebrating
53 Years of
Service!

(313)371-3766

(586) 649-6300
% Fast Same Day Service x

----------------------- 10% DISCOUNT

Heating Service Call
Off Labor on Any Plumbing, Heating,

1

1

s

, 8 9 Air Conditioning or Sewer Cleaning Job,
1

1

1

Must present coupon attlme of es1|mate With coupon. Installation or Repair.
Not valid with any other offer.

Furnacesl 40 Gallon Hot
. . Water Tank
BOIIerS’ CIeanlng Starting at
Heating’ Starting at $
Sewer &Drain $225 1475
CIean i ng Must present coupon at time of estimate. Must present coupon at time of estimate.

With coupon. Expires 1-31-23. With coupon. Expires 1-31-23.

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

Heating & Cooling Rooftop Umts
www.HeaneyPlumbing.com §

Proudly Serving
Hamtramck Since 1969
Licensed & Insured

Service « Installation « Repairs

Phone (313) 874-2100 7

__H UD Certified

John Ulaj

Commercial
Broker/Owner
A HUD Certified

Agent

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Drowning in Mortgage Debt?
| Can Help... I buy properties in
as-is condition for CASH!

Looking to buy single &
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

NEIGHBORHDOD TESTING

Southwestern Church of God
3032 Fort Street
Detroit, M1 48217

Coming Events

SATURDAY, Jan. 14, 2-4 p.m. - Take-out
Soup Kitchen Holy Cross PN.C. Church,
2311 Pulaski at Fleming. Everyone is
welcome!

EMERGENCY
RENTAL ASSISTANCE

Wayne County’s Emergency Rental Assistance
Program (ERAP) makes funding available to assist
households that are unable to pay rent or utility bills.

To be eligible:

Expenencing
Housing instability

oul luding
yrafriens Iy/BHHUTéb

APPLY TODAY

What can this program cover?

Other

Internet bills and

Rent Utilities

Up to 15

Electricity, home

months of heating, water, relocation costs

rental assistance

sewer, internet,
and trash (if billed
with other utility)

Find more information and apply at

www.waynecounty.com/rentalassistance O

NEIGHBORHOOD TESTING

Wayne County Communily
College Disirict Northwest Cai
8200 Outer Dr. W.
Detroil, M1 48218
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where these posts were
made.

The district stressed that
it does not have any of the
material in question.

Residents complained about the city’s ambulance service.

Hamtramck Review

be inappropriate for mi-
nors in our schools,” Had-
wan said.

“l was able to make
some time to do what was

“We have investigated
these posts, and the mate-
rial they reference, in order
to respond to them with
actual fact,” said HPS In-
terim Superintendent Nabil
Nagi.

“That investigation has
revealed that none of the
material these posts have
complained about and al-
lege to have been made
available to our students
have in fact been reviewed
or approved.”

The Hamtramck Public
School Board was the lat-
est board of education to
come under scrutiny over
what some say are inap-
propriate books on sexual
and gender issues.

In total, there appeared
to be just two books in
question in the HPS Dis-
trict, and it was pointed
out that they were never re-
quired reading and that, in
fact, no student had even
cracked them open.

Board President Sal Had-
wan later announced that
he would be investigating
what books are available
in the district’s schools.

“Some of you asked me
to verify these concerns
by going to the libraries to
check for any other sexual-
ly explicit books that might

asked of me by communi-
ty members. | can tell you
that this will take a lot of
effort to check every book,
but | will do my best. | have
started this process of
verifying what we are told
by the superintendent and
teachers.”

Hadwan went on to say
he found one book that he
objected to, but he did not
identify it.

Some residents were
complaining that the city’s
contractor for ambulance
service, Rapid Response,
was neither rapid nor re-
sponsive.

In one of the more dra-
matic instances, a Ham-
tramck High School stu-
dent had a seizure in class,
but, after 25 minutes, an
ambulance still had not ar-
rived.

By that time, the stu-
dent’s parents arrived at
the school and drove their
child to a hospital.

At a city council meeting,
HHS teacher George Hlo-
ros and several students
spoke about the incident,
and voiced their concerns.

“While that is troubling
enough of an experience,”
Hloros said, of watching
what his student was going

Bone-In Wings
& Large Cheese Pizza

Toppings additional

& Lal'ge Cheese Pizza

Toppings additional

Phone (313) 874-2100

Time to take a break and look back: Year in Review — Part One cont. om page 6

through, “what was most
traumatizing for us all was
what happened next.”

Later, he found out that
the reason for the delay
was that the city has only
one ambulance on duty.

“This was such a shock-
ing and unacceptable fact
that it is beyond belief ...”
he said.

In the case of the school
incident, the city’'s sole am-
bulance was tied up on an-
other run.

As it turned out, the city’s
ambulance contractor
supplies only one on-duty
ambulance during what
are considered non-peak
hours.

The city has had a bit
of a tortured history with
ambulance service. At one
time, the Hamtramck Fire
Department operated that
service.

But, several years ago,
the department’s one-and-
only ambulance died on a
run, and police officers had
to transport a person wait-
ing for help to the hospital.

That incident prompted
city officials to look into a
less expensive ambulance
service — while possibly im-
proving upon it. The think-
ing was, by contracting out
the service, the city would
save money on both fire
department staffing and
the purchase and mainte-
nance of a city-owned am-
bulance.

Initially, the city’s contrac-
tors provided the service
at no cost to the city. The
companies thought they
could collect insurance
money from the people
they service.

Perhaps unsurprisingly, it
turned out that a number
of residents had no medi-
cal insurance that covered
ambulance service.

The result was, the am-
bulance contractors were
not earning money. Am-
bulance companies came
and went.

A few years ago, the

OPEN
New Years Eve &
New Years Day
Reg. Hours
T

WINGS . FINGERS
« PIZZA - BURGERS

Wingfeﬂ as_hamtramck & &3
thewingfellas {3
2 DoORDASH Llber Eats GRUBHUB

Hours of operation:
Monday-Friday 10:30am-11pm
Saturday: 12pm-11pm - Sunday: 12pm-10pm

COMBOS
3 FINGERS

1 Flavor « 1 Dip
Fries & Drink

$1099

SUBS - WRAPS o SOINGS

» SALADS 107 boncles

313-469-9464 | 11" 1niviona
313-AMY-WING | summ

ONLINE ORDER AVAILABLE | @iiken i)
wmv.thewﬁngfellas.eom $1099

T TEXAS DON

(2 FINGERS ANY
TLAVOR OR STEAK)
Fries & Drink

$1099

CHEESE
BURGER

Fries & Drink

$10 99

2 &

HALF
BIG FELLA
SUB
1 Flavor, Fries & Drink

$1099

city’s current ambulance
company demanded - and
got - $140,000 a year for
their service.

Former City Manager
Kathy Angerer was in talks
with the Hamtramck fire-
fighters’ union about pos-
sibly bringing back service
to the fire department.

But, even if the city were
to return local service to
the fire department, that
would come with a price
tag too; one that could
possibly be more expen-
sive than contracting it out.

After months of delays,
the job opening for city
manager was finally post-
ed.

The city council had
known that the position
would be open since last
June, when former City
Manager Kathy Angerer
announced that she was
leaving to take a new job.

During that time, the
council had hired former
police chief Max Garba-
rino to serve as interim
city manager, but delayed
posting the city manager
job until recently, when a
council subcommittee was
formed.

The qualifications sought
for the job, which will pay
$100,000 to $120,000,
are numerous.

The job was posted only
on the city’s website.

Applications for the job
must be submitted by Jan.
10, 2023.

DECEMBER

The issue of whether to
allow animal slaughtering
in private homes came
back up.

Nasr Hussain, a resi-
dent, suggested the coun-
cil allow animal sacrifices
to happen for one year as
a test run “and see how it
goes.”

He also said that those
who call the practice “bar-
baric” are racists.

Councilmember Amanda
Jaczkowski said she was
willing to compromise on
the subject, but first some-
one had to come up with
rules and regulations on
how animal sacrifices can
be done at home.

“There are no guard
rails,” she said.

She also said that allow-
ing this, under the shield
of religious practice, would
then also “allow anything,
as long as people can say
its religious.”

Councilmembers Mo-
hammed Hassan and Nay-
eem Choudhury disagreed,
and voted to allow the
practice.

Hassan said it's a mat-
ter of “protecting religious
freedom.”

Choudhury said the prac-
tice goes back to the time
of “Adam and Eve.”

Jaczkowski warned,
though, that bringing reli-
gion into the council’'s de-
cision making is a “prob-
lem, and that’s a line that
needs to not be crossed.”

“We cannot become a
theocracy,” she added.

The matter is still being
considered and is due for
a final vote on Jan. 10,
2023.

The resignation of Coun-
cilmember Adam Albarma-

Friday, December 30, 2022

ki became official.
According to the city
charter, his replacement
is the runner up from the
field of six candidates in
the last council election,

— and winning - season.

The team steamrolled
over Lake Shore right from
the tip-off. By halftime, the
Cosmos were far in the
lead, 54-12.

Former HHS Cosmos boys basketball coach Elijah Warren
was honored for his service.

which was in November of
2021.

That person is Muhith
Mahmood.

Interim City Manager
Max Garbarino told The
Review that he has been
in contact with Mahmood,
who has said he is still in-
terested in the job, and still
qualifies as a candidate.

In other words, Mah-
mood says that he is still
a resident of Hamtramck.

But there was a question
of whether he truly is a res-
ident.

According to Hamtramck
and Troy property tax re-
cords, he lists his address
as being in Troy. He also
owns a house in Ham-
tramck, but does not claim
a Homestead Exemption
for it, which would mean
he lived there.

Instead, he had a Home-
stead Exemption at his
Troy house.

Mahmood told The Re-
view that he did live in Troy
for a time, but moved to
his other house at 3119
Holbrook before the 2021
primary election for city
council. He said that he
has not yet updated his
property tax records.

If the Hamtramck High
School boys basketball
team’s first game of the
season was any indication,
it's going to be a rollicking

They played tough and
physical and did not let
up for a moment. In fact,
as the final minute wound
down in the first half, it
looked like Lake Shore had
simply given up and slop-
pily allowed the Cosmos
to score several times be-
fore the buzzer saved them
from further humiliation.

This team didn’t happen
by accident. Coach Dennis
Foster has long mentored
the players, teaching them
about the sport, as well as
how to become responsi-
ble young adults.

Foster has been deliv-
ering winning seasons for
the past several years.

The highlight of the game
was at half time.

Thats when  former
coach Elijah Warren, who
at one time mentored
coach Foster in turn, was
honored for his service.
His old jersey number, 34,
was retired that night.

Foster credited Warren
for his career in basket-
ball, which is impressive,
including playing profes-
sional ball in Ireland.

“I wouldn’t be here with-
out you,” Foster told War-
ren.

Well, so ends our look
back at the year 2022.
Here’s wishing all readers a
happy and prosperous new
year!
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& or scan this code to apply today!
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