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New parks
director
is named

By Charles Sercombe

The Hamtramck Parks
Conservancy (HPC) has
a new executive director,
and he’s no stranger to
the city.

Thomas Habitz, Jr., of
Hamtramck, became ex-
ecutive director in Sep-
tember, after a sever-
al-month search. He has
also served on the Zoning
Board of Appeals.

“Our parks are the life-
blood of our community in
many ways,” Habitz said
in a press release. “They
are places that bring us
together, honor our her-
itage, and create new
memories. It is a privilege
to steward these indis-
pensable assets, and it is
an exciting time in Ham-
tramck as we chart our
future course together.”

Habitz has played roles
in planning and economic
development in the De-
troit area, and spent a
lengthy career with Henry
Ford Health, developing
and executing strategy.

The HPC is responsible
for the implementation
of the Hamtramck Recre-
ation District plan, which
proposes to transform
the 26 acres of recreation
and open space on the
city’s southend.

Goals of the plan in-
clude new and improved
recreation fields and
equipment, enhance-
ments to accessibility,
and raising the profile of
the site’s historic venues.

Habitz holds an under-
graduate degree from the
University of Michigan,
and a master’s degree in

Continued on page 5
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City council candidates talk
about their goals and objectlves

By Charles Sercombe

Hamtramck voters had
a rare chance to meet the
candidates vying for three
city council seats.

On Sunday, Hamtramck
Public TV and the public
liborary hosted a candi-
date forum.

All six candidates were
invited to attend, and all
six submitted written con-
firmation that they would
be there.

Well, almost.

Incumbents Moham-
med Hassan and Mo-
hammed Alsomiri were
no-shows, and candi-
date Muhtasin Sadman
missed the first hour of
the forum arriving for the
last 30 minutes.

In the past, candidate
forums were popular in
the city, and attracted
huge numbers of resi-
dents. That tradition has
faded away over the last
10-15 years.

About 50 people at-
tended this event.

Hassan, Alsomiri and
Councilmember Nayeem
Choudhury are seeking
re-election, and are be-
ing challenged by Nasr
Hussain, Lynn Blasey and
Sadman.

A candidate forum was held last Sunday where city council candidates had an
opportunity to talk about their priorities for the city. From left to right: Nasr
Hussain, Nayeem Choudhury and Lynn Blasey. They were introduced by Kamal

Rahman (at the lectern).

The top three vote-get-
ters in the Nov. 7 General
Election will take office
in January for a four-year
term.

Each candidate was
invited to start off with
introductions to them-
selves and talk about
their goals for office.

Blasey, who is a teach-
er, said her priorities are:
public safety and dealing
with the number of hit-
and-run accidents the city
experiences, and the con-
tinued problem with base-
ment flooding during hard

rains.
Choudhury owns an
independent  insurance

company in Hamtramck
and also deals with ship-
ping and accounting. His
priorities also include
public safety issues, im-
proving city infrastructure
and addressing the new
parking meters that have
stirred up angry opposi-
tion.

Hussain owns a print
and graphics shop in the
city, and said he’s running
for office as a way to give
voters an option.”

The current coun-
cilmembers, Hussain
said, “are just a rubber
stamp and do whatever
the city tells them what to
do. You need somebody
in the council who's crit-
ical and who gives them
the opposite viewpoint.”

Hussain views his role
on council as someone
“who enlightens” his fel-
low members.

Sadman is a real estate
agent, and going to law
school. He, and the oth-
er candidates, frequently

Continued on page 2

The city council continues to tweak its policy on how
long the public can comment at council meetings.

Beer,
Wine and

City council once
again changes course
on public comment

By Charles Sercombe

The city council has
once again tinkered with
its rules for public com-
ment.

A few weeks ago
the council reversed a
long-standing policy al-
lowing public comment to
have no time limit.

The council changed it
up recently, and restrict-
ed the public comment
portion of the meeting to
30 minutes at the begin-
ning of the meetings, and
15 minutes at the end of

the meetings — no matter
if there are people who
did not get a chance to
speak.

There was immediate
blowback from residents,
prompting one, Justin
Jessop, to stage a silent
protest when his turn to
speak came up.

Instead of saying any-
thing, he remained silent
while holding up a sign
that read: “Hamtramck
doesn’t want to hear my
voice.”

Continued on page 5

Enjoy Our Polish Classics:
Stuffed Cabbage, Pierogies,

State considers
cannabis use
for students

By Charles Sercombe

If some state legisla-
tors have it their way, stu-
dents will be able to legal-
ly use cannabis products
at school.

The state legislature
is considering a bill that
will allow eligible kinder-
garteners and students
through 12th grade to
use low-THC medical mar-
ijjuana products, including
edibles and beverages,
on school premises.

Democrats in the House
of Representatives are
backing the bill, which
was introduced last Sep-
tember. State Sen. Jeff
Irwin (D-Ann Arbor) told
People magazine:

“Most of those stu-
dents who have autism or
have chronic pain or epi-
lepsy have to take time
out of the school day,
miss instructional hours,
and go off campus to
take medicine, and then
come back.”

The marijuana products
would be administered by
school personnel.

Irwin’s  name might
be familiar to those in
Hamtramck: he recently
backed a $500,000 state
grant to the organization
NAYA (the National Asso-
ciation of Yemeni Ameri-
cans).

NAYA has an office on
Jos. Campau, and it of-
fers a variety of social
services including “so-
cial, educational, and
cultural services and ac-
tivities, all focused on
empowering and support-
ing women, children, and
families,” according to its
website.

The NAYA space is
also where State Rep.
Abraham Aiyash (D-Ham-
tramck) and State Sen.
Stephanie Chang (D-De-
troit) have a shared of-
fice.

The Review asked Ai-
yash if he supports the
bill. Aiyash, who is the ma-
jority floor leader, asked
which bill specifically was

Continued on page 2

Spirits

O Oﬂl&

Authentic Polish Food

Crepes, Potato Pancakes,
City Chicken, Pork Chops,
Vegetarian Plates and

Homemade Soups:
Dill Pickle & Cabbage.
Don’t forget to try our

homemade sausage.

BANQUET HALL 2934 Yemans * Hamtramck ¢ 313-873-8432F

and CATERING  www.polonia-restaurant.net Find Us on Facebook! :--.r'-:_.




2

Hamtramck Review

Phone (313) 874-2100

Friday, October 13, 2023

City council candidates talk about their goals and objectives con. rom ront page

referred to the city’s eth-
nic “diversity” and how it
presents unique challeng-
es.

He said his job would
be to help bring together
the many communities
within the community.

Blasey went on to say
that, if elected, she would
go through all city ordi-
nances to clean up con-
fusing language, and de-
termine which ordinances

are no longer relevant
“(or) easily understood by
all residents.”

Choudhury and Hussain
both focused on taxes.
For Choudhury, his con-
cern is over the high prop-
erty taxes that some are
paying, and for Hussain,
he wants voters to decide
whether to abolish, or
keep, the city income tax.

That tax generates
about $2 million a year,

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972 ‘=
Best quality for the
best prices.

Walk-Ins Welcome!

Call for Hours

9517 Jos. Campau * Hamtramck
586-879-8058 Call for Appt.

It’s Time to Pray,

Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Sunday School 10 a.m.

We are an Active
Parish Serving the
Community
Celebrating 101 Years of

Traditional, Catholic, and
Democratic Church

Sunday, October 15,
Holy Mass 9:00 am

Oct 20 — Holy Mass 7 pm

2 4 pm. Everyone Welcome!

Oct 21 - Drive-thru Polish Dinner
4-6 pm Menu: Stuffed Cabbage, Kiel-
basa, Pierogi, Green Beans, Mashed

$13 Adult - $6 Child 12 & under

Potatoes, Dessert

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck ¢ Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
313-365-0218 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

and it’s unclear what Hus-
sain would suggest to re-
place that revenue.

The new bike lane on
Jos. Campau, specifical-
ly south of Holbrook, has
generated debate. Some
say the lane has taken up
needed parking for some
businesses, and that
hardly anyone uses it.

Hussain said he would
propose to re-route the
lane off Campau to Lump-
kin. There is one catch to
that. Wayne County owns
the road, and it would be
up to the county to make
that decision.

While the city is enjoy-
ing a balanced budget
for now, Wayne County
plans to close down its
jail on Conant and trans-
fer inmates to the coun-
ty’s soon-to-be open new
facility, located just south
of Hamtramck.

That closure will result
in a $1 million blow to the
city’s budget.

Speaking of finances,
Choudhury took credit
for the city’s budget sta-
tus and boldly claimed: “I
turned a deficit into a sur-
plus and secured state
grants.”

During the past few
years, Hamtramck, and
many other cities and
states, received a mas-
sive infusion of funding
from the federal govern-
ment to counteract the
economic blow that the
covid pandemic caused.

That funding has shored
up Hamtramck’s budget.

Blasey said the city
has to diversify its eco-

nomic financial base so
that, when one revenue
source dries up, such as
the county jail, it won’t be
such a huge financial hit.

One way to do that, she
said, would be to entice
local business expansion
by offering tax abate-
ments, as long as the
reduction in revenue is
offset by income tax col-
lection from employees.

There has also been
talk of establishing an
oversight commission for
the police department.

The candidates said
they are in favor of es-
tablishing one to make
sure the department is
accountable to the com-
plaints of residents.

Another hot-button is-
sue in the city is wheth-
er to allow the display of
pride flags on city prop-
erty. The city council re-
cently decided to ban the
flags from city property,
although displaying the
flags at residences is al-
lowed.

Hussain said the coun-
cil made the correct deci-
sion by banning the flags,
in order to remain “neu-
tral” on the subject.

He said that action was
needed in order to not fa-
vor “any certain groups.

. Be fair to everybody
and treat them equally.”

Choudhury gave a con-
fused explanation about
why he voted in favor of
displaying pride flags in
2021, and then reversed
his position this year.

He seemed to explain
that his vote in 2021 had
something to do about
that council meeting be-
ing conducted via Zoom.
This year, he said, he
changed his vote based
on his faith.

Choudhury, a Muslim,
said that “faith is what
drives me,” and based
his vote to ban the flag
on his faith.

Blasey said that the dis-
play of the flags was done
to make the LGTBQ com-
munity feel welcomed.

She said it’s been the
city's policy to fly flags
to represent the back-
grounds of residents. The
LGTBQ community, she

said, has had a history
of facing attacks and has
“undergone a lot of hard-
ships.”

That community has
been part of Hamtramck
“since its inception,” Bla-
sey said.

“The pride flag stands
for people who are very
diverse,” she said.

Banning the flag, she
noted, “opened up the
door to personal property
being attacked.”

Since the ban, there
has been an ongoing
rash of pride flags being
vandalized at homes and
businesses.

Absentee ballots are
now available at the city
clerk’s office. Included on
the ballot are three city
charter revision propos-
als and a school district
millage renewal.

State considers Cannabis use
for students cont. from front page

being considered, and
The Review supplied him
with that information.

Aiyash did not follow up
with a response to the
proposal.

The Review also
reached out to Ham-
tramck Public  School
Superintendent Jaleelah
Ahmed for comment, but
she also did not respond.
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Photographer Bruce Harkness:

This week at the Library . ..

On visiting

October 13, 2023

www.michigan.gov/

* Pre-Kindergarten - 8th grade
* English Language Learner Program

* Boys and Girls athletics including
soccer, basketball, cheerleading,
volleyball and flag football

* Opportunities for parent involvement

including ESL classes

Educating your child
like our own!

* Before/after school program

* Technology rich instruction including
iPads, chrome books, computer lab,
smart boards

* GSRP Preschool Program for 4 year olds

* High performing academic
achievement

2400 Denton Street in Hamtramck

Call 313-875-8888

Visit us online at hanleyacademy.com

October 20th the library will host
Bruce Harkness who will present an
evening program on Metro Detroit
memories in pictures. Coupling imag-
es from his decades of local documen-
tary work and a smattering of personal
stories, it is sure to stoke our collec-
tive passion for our little corner of the
Big Mitten.

Story Time: Get you kids together
and drop in on our Wednesday after-
noon Story Time at 12 noon. Present-
ed by guest readers from Hamtramck
Federation of Teachers.

Game Night: Join us for Game Night
at the library. We are serving up
something fun each Friday at 4 pm.
Stop by and let us know that you have
come to play. Everyone is invited.

Exercise Classes: You don’t have to
wait much longer to get your Adaptive
Yoga and Tai Chi fix. The Tai Chi
classes at 10 am and adoptive yoga
classes are held on Tuesdays at 2:30
pm. As always, these group workout
sessions are presented by the RIM
Foundation and are open to the public.
Check in the next weeks library col-
umn for starting time.

Spotlight on Fold 2: The Library of
Michigan will be putting the spotlight

on Fold 3 in its next ZOOM presenta-
tion. Learn how to navigate this re-
source which offers users access to
military records, documented personal
stories, photos and more. Premiering
on Thursday, November 2nd, at 6:30
pm, please register for this event by

lmpublicprograms and take a peek at
the upcoming presentations.

Bugs Bunny’s Howl-oween: Bring
your young students, after the half a
day of school on October 20th, to the
library for a hauntingly hilarious clas-
sic cartoon screened at 3 pm.

LOTE4Kids: This collection of over
2000 digital books in 50+ languages
can be accessed by you anytime from
your computer or other smart devices.
All this is free with the use of your
library card. They even have stories
in ASL. Find a link to this awesome
resource for kids on our website
www.hamtramck.lib.mi.us under the
eResources tab.

Westinghouse: On October 6, 1846
inventor George Westinghouse was
born at Central Bridge, New York.
He was responsible for adoption of
alternating current power lines.

Big Library Read: This year’s fea-
ture is Olivia Stephens’ graphic novel
for middle graders, ‘““Artie and the
Wolf Moon.” When your parents tell
you to stay in at night, could it be be-
cause they do not want you to discov-
er their secret werewolf identities? Get
access to a digital version of this title
at www.biglibraryread.com and join
the online book discussion when it
goes live on November 2 to 16th.

Sound Barrier: U.S. Air Force Cap-
tain Chuck Yeager became the first
man to break the sound barrier on Oc-
tober 14, 1947,

Library is located at 2360 Caniff Avenue, Phone (313) 733-6822
Or visit its website at http://hamtramck. Lib.mi.us for on line catalog

Attachments for printing, faxing or scanning send to
hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com
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In Our Opinion

HPS shows no effort to
support its millage

The Nov. 7 General
Election is just a few
weeks away, and so
far, we are seeing little
school district support
for the district’'s own mill-
age renewal.

The renewal is modest,
seeking just 3 mills for
the next 10 years -which
will  produce almost
$800,000 a year.

That money is strictly
earmarked for the up-
keep of the district's
buildings. This is the
second attempt to sway
voters to continue the
millage. It was soundly
defeated in the August
primary.

The district failed to
attract — or even encour-
age - grassroots support,
and has once again been
oddly hands-off in this
election. While the dis-
trict can’t legally spend
money asking voters to
vote yes, it can encour-
age parents and staff to
g0 out and drum up pub-

Letters

e Letters

lic support.

The district’s leader-
ship has so far failed
spectacularly in whipping
up public interest.

In fact, the district ap-
pears to be in deep dys-
function, with a school
board flailing around with-
out direction.

We don’t even know
where to start, but con-
sider there are over a
dozen lawsuits facing
the district, including one
filed by their own current
superintendent, Jaleelah
Ahmed.

That is simply unbeliev-
able.

However, beyond that,
not only does Ahmed
have a lawsuit against
the district, earlier in the
year she was given a
huge raise and a contract
extension without being
required to drop her law-
suit.

Unbelievable.

And she was given
that raise despite be-

e Letters

ing on paid suspension
for 2022. Moreover, the
school board, which had
a few different board-
members at the time,
never explained why she
was suspended.

Ahmed isn’'t the only
one to enjoy a year off
with pay. There are cur-
rently three staff mem-
bers also on paid sus-
pension who also have
filed lawsuits against the
district.

As if this isn’t bizarre
enough, you have a cur-
rent school board that
gave itself a raise at the
beginning of the year,
from about $700 each a
year to $6,000.

We can understand
why the public may have
little confidence in this
school board and super-
intendent to spend their
tax money wisely.

And what a shame be-
cause, in the end, it's
the kids who are hurt the
most.

City code enforcement is too heavy-handed

I am writing in regards
to the drastically in-
creased amount of tick-
ets for trash in the alley
over the last two years.

It feels like it is being
used as an additional
revenue stream and ad-
versely affects your con-
stituents in favor of the
city budget or possibly
the Safebuilt profit line
as | am unclear on who
receives the proceeds of
the tickets.

As a landlord, we do our

By Charles Sercombe
The city council met on
Sept. 26, and all coun-
cilmembers, except Mo-
hammed Hassan, were in

attendance.

The city's Downtown
Development Authority
submitted its annual re-

port that highlighted the
group’s accomplishments
for the past year.

One of the highlights is
a study on trash and litter.
It was found out that most
of the litter is cigarette
butts. Some of the litter
that spills out of dump-
sters gets carried by the
wind, the study found.

Other highlights:

The DDA secured a
$5,000 grant from the
Michigan Municipal
League to hire local art-
ists to beautify 28 bike
racks in our downtown.

The DDA also oversaw
the planting, watering, and
maintaining of 43 planter
boxes on Jos. Campau.

Some goals for the year

best to keep our commu-
nity clean. We regularly
remind our tenants of the
trash regulations even as
they have quickly evolved.

| love Hamtramck and
am always happy to step
up when a tenant mistak-
enly places an item out
too early, or too large, but
instead of giving us the
opportunity to fix things
via a quick text or email,
the enforcement depart-
ment has chosen to reach
into our pockets over and

include improved public
safety and more street
lighting, and expanding
pedestrian and bike safe-
ty.

The following new busi-
nesses opened during the
year:

Alamasmari  Law
Group

+ Elite Creations

+ Juice Box Blend

« Joy Thrift

+ Metro Jobs

+ Platinum Plus Cutz

+ Public Thrift

+ Soccer Futbol

+ Sutton Drug

Ukrainian Self Reli-
ance

Festive
Jewelry

+ Trust Family Care Cen-
ter

- Bengal Auto

A proclamation was
read in recognition of the
1962 Yemeni revolution.
It read, in part:

“The revolution in which
the Yemeni people over-
threw the Monarchy re-

Essentials

over again.

| own multiple rentals in
the community and have
encouraged over $3 mil-
lion in investment over
the last 20 years from
outside our community.

My partners and | are
considering removing our
investment from the com-
munity over what we see
as consistent predatory
practices.

Erik Taylor
Hamtramck

GILYySAlINSTACTrEes

What is our City Council up to these days?
We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.

gime that kept the country
in dark ages for centuries;
and the 26th of Septem-
ber marked the birth of
the Arab Republic of Ye-
men in the Northern part
of the country; and this
paved the way for the
revolution of the 14th of
October, one year later, in
the Southern part of Ye-
men against the British
occupation, which led to
its liberation and indepen-
dence; and the outcome
of both revolutions was
the reunion of the country
on May 22nd, 1990;

“... And people of Ye-
men continue to face
recurrent waves of count-
er-revolutions that threat-
en their republic, unity
and sovereignty; and they
continue to fight for liber-
ty, unity, democracy, social
and economic equity and-
justice. ...”

During public comment
a person who identified
himself as a teacher said

Continued on page 6

Odds & Ends

Get’'em while they
last... We've all heard
of Smokey the Bear, and
now there’s Hamtramck
Hero Bears — we kid you
not.

The Hamtramck Po-
lice Department is now
selling, at $20 each, a
stuffed bear with an HPD
vest on it.

If you'd like one, and
show a sign of support,
you can buy it at city hall.
They come in brown and
light pink. Hurry, though,
because there are only
SO many.

To purchase one, go to
city hall, go up to the sec-
ond floor, and lay out 20
bucks (cash only) to the
police department’s clerk
office.

Attention camera
bugs... Wayne County is
holding a photo contest
called: “Fall in Love with
Wayne County.”

According to the county,
the contest is “designed
to highlight the beauty of
Wayne County as the sea-
sons change.”

Wayne County Executive
Warren C. Evans explains
in a press release:

“One thing | truly love
about Wayne County is
the remarkable colors our
fall season brings. From
the trees in Hines Park in
Westland and Elizabeth
Park in Trenton to the
beautiful Belle Isle State
Park, Wayne County’s
beauty is all around us.”

He added: “I'm chal-
lenging you all to enter
our photo contest and
share your best photos
with us. | can’t wait to see
how residents explore
their community and all
the photos highlighting
the beauty of the autumn
season in Wayne County.”

Here’s the rest of what
the county says, in a
press release, and we
quote:

The “Fall in Love with
Wayne County” photo con-
test is open to residents
across the county, includ-
ing employees of Wayne
County. All ages are wel-
come to participate! A
parent or legal guardian

You can now purchase
your very own Ham-
tramck Hero Bears at
city hall.

must sign a release form
if the winner selected is
17 years of age or young-
er. Those under 13 years
of age can participate un-
der a parent or guardian's
social media account.

For entry, participants
must:

- Be a primary resident
of one of the 43 commu-
nities (winner must sub-
mit proof of residency)

- Follow Wayne County
on Instagram and Face-
book.

- Submit photos to so-
cial media, either Face-
book (@waynecountyMl)
or Instagram (@wayne-
countymichigan), or by
sending photos to com-
munications@waynecoun-
ty.com

Use the hashtag
#FalllnLoveWC.

The contest will run
until Tuesday, Oct. 31,
at 11:59 p.m. The first-
place winner will have the
option to choose their
prize. Prizes available in-
clude:

- Suite tickets for a De-
troit Lions game

Two tickets to see
“Wicked” at the Fisher
Theatre

Two tickets to see
“Mrs. Doubtfire” at the
Fisher Theatre

The second-place win-
ner will choose from the
two remaining prizes and
the third-place winner will

receive the remaining
prize!

Winners will be an-
nounced in November

and notified via social
media. Winners will have

48 hours to claim their
prize. If the winner does
not respond in the allot-
ted time, another winner
will be selected.

Let there be music...
For those of us who re-
member the Michigan
State Fairgrounds and
the fantastic live music
groups that played there
— and it's legendary -
there is good news: The
old band shell still lives
on.

That old stomping
grounds, the State Fair-
grounds, for so many of
us, is located at 7 Mile
and Woodward, and it is
now home for an Amazon
warehouse exists.

Ugh.
What a waste of a de-
velopment  opportunity,

but we know, it’s about
jobs, jobs, jobs.

Anyway, the classic
shell-shaped band shell
is now being restored and
will live on in Palmer Park
— just down the block
from the Fairgrounds.

So word is, the band
shell is being restored,
and will eventually be
re-located in the park and
accessible off of 7 Mile,
west of Woodward.

And once again, music
will be played there.

We can’t wait.

Let it serve as an inspi-
ration for Hamtramck’s
own Veterans Park where
there are also plans to
offer entertainment at
the historic Hamtramck
Stadium. The imagination
runs wild with the possi-
bilities here.

But back to the band
shell: Funding for the res-
toration comes from the
American Rescue Plan
Act.

- Place an
Ad in
The Review
' - Today
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APARTMENTS & FLATS
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR RENT

Single family, 1 bed-
room, dining, kitchen, 1
full bath, forced air heat,
$750/month, security de-
posit 1.5x rent, 313-415-
0108. 10/13

6 Mile and Mound, 2 br.,
remodeled, $700 mo., no
pets, preferred working
person or student, call

ERTIES « REAL

HELP WANTED

Now hiring at a great
Childcare program in De-
troit/Southfield. Must
love children, will train the
right person, 248-557-
2629. 9/23

In Hamtramck, cleaning
person, handyman, call
Julie, 313-570-4242. 9/22

Cook Needed, Tuesday-Fri-
day, 9:30am-3:30pm,
Ivanhoe Cafe, Call Patti
313-433-7929. 9/22

HOUSE
FOR SALE

11396 Nagel, Ham-
tramck, almost new, com-
pletely remodeled, 3 br.
bungalow, with entrance
through spacious covered
front porch,

large spa-
Mike, 313-516-5178. 10/6  (jous living rm. with hard-
wood flr. for formal dining,
master br. on main floor
with laminate flr., 2 large
brs. on second flr., kitch-
en with ceramic flr., newer
cabinetry, lots of storage,
range, refrigerator, wash-
er/dryer included, newer
hearing unit w/central air,
freshly painted, fenced
back yard, maint. free
exterior, 1 yr. home war-
ranty included, priced be-
low market value, asking
$149,900, terms cash,
new mortgage or land
contract, call Sam, 586-
216-0602. 10/13

Advertisers should check their ad fol-
lowing first publication. The newspaper
shall not be liable for failure to publish
an ad, for a typographic error or errors
in publication except to the extent of the
cost of the ad for the first day’s insertion.
Adjustments for errors is limited to the
cost of that portion of the ad wherein
the error occurred. We reserve the right
to classify, revise or reject any classified
advertisement.

e Directory

HEATING & COOLING

——
I

b oo ook |

We Repair & Install s
e Furnaces |
e Boilers
e Air Conditioners

¢ Licensed & Insured
E] Financing Available

Ask for Details
11653 Jos. Campau

HEATING &
A&E COOLING  313-892-2122

Heating & coollng Syslems

WHATEVER
IT TAKES.

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

IN'VINCE'ABLE PAINTING
Interior / Exterior & Power Washing
Painting and Drywall Repair

Vince
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Hamtramck Public TV-19

Broadcasting on Comcast Channel 19
In the Hamtramck area

What’s on this coming week?

City Council Candidate Forum 2023,
Exclusive Conversation with Mayor Amer Ghalib,
ESL Classes for the 2023-24 school year
Local events, Library programs,
Interviews, Council meeting highlights,
Event announcements,

Evenings with authors, and more.....

BECOME A LOCAL REPORTER: If you know how to
take photos or make film clips on your phone, you
can download them to Hamtramck TV along with a
news story, to be aired the same day. Send in event
announcements, comments to city officials, facts you
want to share with the community, etc.

Hamtramck Public TV is broadcasting from
Hamtramck Public Library
On Comcast Channel 19 and streaming on
YouTube Live (24/7) Google “Hamtramck Public
TV”, and click on link “Hamtramck Public TV”
Or go to YouTube; Hamtramck Public TV;
Hamtramck Public Library; videos

To place community announcement
call the Library at 313-733-6822
Or email: HamtramckTV@gmail.com
Announcements submitted by 10 am
Will go on air the same day (evening)

e,

PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

Serving our community for over
100 years since 1904.
* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA

PLUMBING & HEATING
(313) 365-8630

12/31/23

Celebrating
54 Years of
Service!

PLUMBING & HEATING

(313) 371-3766

(586) 649-6300
% Fast Same Day Service x

Phone (313) 874-2100

By Charles Sercombe

This week’s Crime Log
covers Oct. 3-9.

Tuesday, Oct. 3

- At about midnight, of-
ficers responded to a call
in the 12000 block of Sel-
fridge, where a male sus-
pect had smashed out
the windows of a vehicle
belonging to the mother
his child.

A neighbor dispute
was reported in the 3300
block of Caniff.

A complaint was
made about a disorderly
juvenile who was bother-
ing customers at a busi-
ness in the 8700 block of
Jos. Campau.

- At about 3:30 a.m.,
officers investigated a
report of three male sus-
pects attempting to jump
a fence where Ford trucks
were being stored at Hol-
brook and Lumpkin.

- A missing person was
reported in the 11400
block of Jos. Campau.

An assault was re-
ported in the 2300 block
of Zinow.

An illegal dumping
was reported on Jos.
Campau.

Following a traffic
stop, a male who was
driving recklessly was ar-
rested for driving with a
suspended license, and
another male was arrest-
ed for obstruction.

A trespassing com-
plaint was made in the
2700 block of Holbrook.
Wednesday, Oct. 4

At 5 a.m., officers
were flagged down in
the area of Lumpkin and
Carpenter about a suspi-
cious situation.

Officers  assisted
a construction crew on
Evaline concerning multi-
ple parking complaints.

+ Family trouble was re-
ported on Faber.

+ A reckless driver was
reported in the area of
Burger and Mackay.

A male was ticket-
ed, in the 3400 block of
Evaline, for being disor-
derly.

- Acomplaintwas made
about a disorderly group
of people in the area of
Caniff and McDougall.
Thursday, Oct. 5

Following a traffic
stop, a male was arrest-
ed for carrying a con-
cealed weapon, and for
being wanted on a felony
warrant for assault with a
deadly weapon.

- A woman was arrest-
ed for fleeing and eluding,

and also for driving with-
out a license.

- A male, in the 12000
block of Selfridge, was ar-
rested for misuse of 911
services.

+ A hit-and-run accident
was reported in the 2200
block of Wyandotte.

- A theft was reported
in the 9300 block of Jos.
Campau.

+ An assault was re-
ported in the 2300 block
of Holmes.

Friday, Oct. 6

+ A loose dog was re-
ported on Poland.

+ A break-in was report-
ed in the 9700 block of
Dequindre.

+ A hit-and-run accident
occurred in the 8500
block of Jos. Campau.

+ A missing person was
reported in the 12000
block of Grand Haven.
Saturday, Oct. 7

+ A hit-and-run accident
happened at Jos. Cam-
pau and Danforth.

- At attempted break-in
was reported in the 2300
block of Holmes.

- A theft was reported
on Lumpkin.

+ A reckless driver was
reported in the area of
Jos. Campau and Hol-
brook.

A hit-and-run acci-
dent was reported in the
12000 block of Moran.
Another hit-and-run acci-
dent happened at Conant
and Casmere.

A complaint was
made about loud music
at Conant and Caniff.
Sunday, Oct. 8

- Customer trouble was
reported at a business in
the 12100 block of Car-

penter.
- A domestic fight was
reported in the 2000

block of Belmont.

+ A hit-and-run accident
happened on Belmont.

+ A loose dog was re-
ported on Yemans.
Monday, Oct. 9

+ At almost midnight, a
report was made about a
road rage incident, involv-
ing two drivers, at Jos.
Campau and Holbrook.

- Officers responded to
a residence in the 9300
block of McDougall where
there were several 911
hang-up calls.

Officers, responding
to a report of suspicious
people looking into vehi-
cles in the 3000 block of
Evaline,observed the sus-
pects. The suspects then
fled.

Free Estimates

586-838-7598

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BROTHERS
HANDYMAN
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS
Interior * Exterior
TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

* Handyman Services * Roof Repairs
» Sidings & Gutters « Chimney Work +« Porches
Ask for Frank

Located in Hamtramck

313-365-491
FREE
ESTIMATES

Cleaning & Repairs Extra H
Must present coupon at time 01 est\mate With coupon. ~ #

Installation or Repair.
Not valid with any other offer.

1% Heating T 10% DISCOUNT
: Service $ 99 1 Off Labor on Any Plumbing, Heating,
. Call 1 Air Conditioning or Sewer Cleaning Job,

1

1

1

Furnaces, Drain 40 Gallon Hot
Boilers, [ Cleaning Wa}:ﬂ’n]j‘“"
Heating, $ Starting at $
Sewer & Drain 2 2 5 1 495
Cleaning Mstprstongon et B ot ot e

With coupon. Expires 10-31-23. With coupon. Expires 10-31-23.

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —
"8 Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units
8 www.HeaneyPlumbing.com ===

=== Excavating - Sinks + Faucets Emﬁgﬁ'ﬁgi
- Air Conditioners I Hin et 1A R

. Hydro -Jetters + Laundry Tubs }-fﬁ.‘}nl-y
+ Sump Pumps L

Servn:e Installation « Repairs

Proudly Serving Hamtramck Since 1969 - Licensed & Insured

Coming Events

SATURDAY, Oct. 14, noon-3 p.m. — The Hamtramck Fire
Department will hold an Open House where the public
is invited to visit the fire station, 2625 Caniff, and tour
the station, learn about fire prevention, view firefighting
equipment and more. Refreshments will be available.

SATURDAY, Oct. 14, 24 p.m. - Take-out only Soup
Kitchen at Holy Cross PN.C. Church, 2311 Pulaski at
Fleming. Everyone is welcome!

SATURDAY, Oct. 21, 4-6 p.m. - Drive-thru Take-out Pol-
ish Dinner at Holy Cross P.N.C. Church, 2311 Pulaski at
Fleming. $13 Adult/$6 Child 12 & under. Menu: Stuffed
Cabbage, Kielbasa, Pierogi/sour cream, Green Beans,
Mashed Potatoes, Dessert. Cars will be staged in park-
ing lot for delivery in front of church.

WEDNESDAY, Oct. 25, 5-6:30 p.m. — Stop by Zussman
Park, 3401 Evaline, for the annual Hamtramck Public
Safety Trunk or Treat, featuring activities and treats and
view police and fire vehicles. Costumes are encouraged.




Beyond that protest, an
attorney with the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) Ramos Wadood
said the new policy violat-
ed the state’s Open Meet-
ings Act.

He cited a 1978 opin-
ion by former state Attor-
ney General Frank Kelly
that said the restriction
of public comment to 30
minutes had the potential
to deny someone from
addressing the council,
which would then be a vi-
olation of the OMA.

Wadood told the council
that listening to the public

Hamtramck Review

“is the most fundamental
requirement” of their job.

While there was out-
rage over the new policy
in Hamtramck, the City
of Ferndale also has a
30-minute restriction at
the beginning of their city
council meetings.

There have been no
objections raised in Fern-
dale.

Mayor Amer Ghalib was
against the new restric-
tion from the get-go, and
when there were people
who had been initially
shut out from speaking,
he suspended the new

Phone (313) 874-2100

Clty council once again changes course on public comment coxt. rom front page

rule.

At recent council meet-
ing, the 30-minute limit
was kept at the beginning
of the meeting, but the
15-minute limit at the end
was scrubbed.

As of now, the public
can speak on any topic
for up to three minutes
at the beginning of the
meeting, and up to two
minutes at the end of
council business.

Speakers can ask for
an additional minute to
talk at the beginning and
end of the meetings.

But there is one new

rule for the public com-
ment portion at the end
of meetings, and it reads:

‘... If a significant por-
tion of the public com-
ments are related to a
specific topic, one mem-
ber representing each
view point must be nom-
inated by each side, and
each such person will be
allotted five minutes each
to express their respec-
tive viewpoint. ...”

The council can also
elect to terminate public
comment at the end of
meetings at any time.

Councilmember  Nay-

oalae dcld 8 LSV (5

CITY OF HAMTRAMCK
NOTICE OF PUBLIC ACCURACY TEST

Please take notice that the public testing of the equipment and the program to be used for tallying
the results of the General Election of Tuesday, November 7, 2023, will be held on October 17,
2023, at 1 p.m. The test will take place in the Council Chambers on the second floor of City Hall
located at 3401 Evaline, Hamtramck, M1 48212. All interested parties are invited to observe.
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eem Choudhury, who is
seeking re-election, said
that, while he respects
and encourages public
comment, there has to be
a limit.

“We have to go home,”
he said.

Hamtramck council
meetings can be noto-
riously long. During one
meeting, public comment,
including the reading of
letters and emails, went
on for three hours.

That was concerning
a proposal by the mayor
and council to ban the
display of pride flags on
public property. The pro-
posal, which also caused
strong backlash, was
unanimously supported

Friday, October 13, 2023

by the all-male, all-Muslim
council.

Although the city, in the
past, had allowed the
display of pride flags on
city flagpoles, the coun-
cil then banned them,
with the intent to remain
“neutral” when it comes
to flags that some deem
controversial.

Members of the Mus-
lim community here have
called pride flags “sin
flags.

The issue is still roiling
members of the public on
both sides of the issue.

In a related issue re-
garding pride flags, there
is an ongoing rash of
pride flags being stolen
from residences.

”

Quick Hits

Cont. from front page

urban planning from Wayne
State University. His hon-
ors include the Detroit Re-
vitalization Fellowship and
the Marshall Memorial
Fellowship (of the German
Marshall Fund of the U.S.).

The Hamtramck Parks
Conservancy (HPC) is a
collaborative organiza-

tion of the City of Ham-
tramck, Hamtramck Public

Schools, Hamtramck Rec-
reation Department, and
community partners, all
seeking to improve green
spaces and recreation ac-
tivities for city and area
residents.

The HPC supports the
Hamtramck Recreation
District, which includes
Veterans Park, Keyworth
Stadium, Historic Ham-
tramck Stadium, and Play-
fair Field, and the many
amenities and activities
within them.

HAMTRAMCK RECREATION DEPARTMENT

red

FREE

TO:SIGN:UP:

To sign-up as a host car: Email Full
Name and Phone Number to
ccdeskstaff @hamtramckschools.org.

Must provide your own goodies.

SIGN UP DEADLINE:

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2023

A

THURS
CTHG6

Takes place
behind
Hamtramck
High School on
Gallagher
Street,

11410 Charest

023
@\ 5P-'1'P

n

15\
I _'

' \\HHS COMMUNITY CENTER

11350 CHAREST ST, HAMTRAMCK
[313) 591-7402 OPTION 3 OR & A

October 14, 2023

HAMTRAMCK
FIRE DEPARTMENT
OPEN HOUSE

On Saturday, October 14, 2023, from Noon until 3 PM, the
Hamtramck Fire Department will host an open house at the fire
station to celebrate Fire Prevention Week. We invite you to attend
and learn about fire prevention and see what the Fire Department
is all about. There will be refreshments and activities for the kids.
We will also demonstrate using fire extinguishers, hose lines, and
extrication equipment. We hope to see you there!

Cooking SafetystartswithYOU. '

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK™

Pay attention to fire prevention.”

Learn about Fire
Prevention

See Firefighting
Equipment

Tour the Fire
Station

Extrication
Demonstration

Refreshments

HAMTRAMCK FIRE
DEPARTMENT

2625 Caniff
Hamtramck, Mi 48212

313-305-4503

firechief@hamtramckeity.com




he “condemns any act
that destroys any proper-
ty.”

But, he said he is
against the city’s new eth-
nic intimidation law, which
he said “criminalizes”
young people.

“l don’t see how jail time
and fines do anything oth-
er than furthering a cycle
of violence and, therefore,
needs to be eliminated,”
he said.

He suggested the city
try a restorative justice
approach to young people
vandalizing property.

City Attorney Odey Mer-
oueh said he is looking
into that approach.

A resident said the on-
going vandalism of pride

flags at residences is
“scary.”
The resident sarcasti-

cally “thanked” the city
council for “making me
feel unsafe in my commu-
nity.”

The reference was to
the council’s ban on dis-
playing pride flags on pub-
lic property, which some in
the community said has
led to youths in the city
vandalizing pride flags be-
ing flown at homes.

Mickey = Pokoj com-
plained about the con-
dition of an alley behind
PLAV Post 6 (located at
Evaline and McDougall).
He said it's “deteriorat-
ing,” and this has caused
vehicles to get stuck in a
giant sinkhole.

“Something needs to be
done,” Pokoj said.

Hamtramck Review

GitySlallinsidersss

Continued from page 3

City Manager Max Gar-
barino said he will have it
investigated.

A  man complained
about an increase in his
property taxes after he
added an addition to his
house.

A woman complained
about the city’s new limit
on public comment. She
said it makes the public
feel like it's a “one-way
conversation” between
the council and the public.

“A lot of people feel un-
welcome,” she said.

Later in the meeting,
the council agreed to a
change the policy regard-
ing public comment.

The new policy keeps in
place a 30-minute limit for
members of the public to
address the council at the
beginning of meetings,
but will now no longer limit
public input to 15 minutes
at the end of meetings.
There is now no time limit.

However, the council
reserved the right to end
public comment at the
end of meetings at any
time.

Voting against the coun-
cil’'s new policy was Coun-
cilmember  Mohammed
Alsomiri, who is seeking
re-election in the Novem-
ber election.

Responding to the com-
plaint about property tax-
es, Mayor Amer Ghalib
said he formed a sub-com-
mittee to look into the
city’s property tax system.

Ghalib said he’s not
“happy” about the in-
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creases, and noted that
the city is “doing fine”
with its budget without
raising taxes.

Councilmember Muhith
Mahmood said real estate
agents need to be “truth-
ful” and inform home
buyers about how their
property taxes will likely
increase when they buy a
house.

A public hearing was
held on a proposal to ex-
pand development of the
Metropolitan Bakery site
on Lumpkin.

The company requested
to rezone five vacant lots
on Lumpkin from residen-
tial to industrial, in order
to allow an expansion
plan to go forward.

George Kordas, the own-
er of the company, said
he has family roots in
Hamtramck, going back to
1945.

“We're really proud of
where we are,” he told the
council.

Kordas said the expan-
sion will be funded by the
company, and that he is
not asking for a tax abate-
ment. The expansion, he
said, will allow truck de-
liveries to be shifted off
Lumpkin, a residential
area, and onto St. Aub-
in, the street behind the
plant where there are no
residential houses.

He also said that the
expansion will allow him
to hire more employees,
and “fend off” out-of-state
competition.

The rezoning
was approved.

In a request that has
come before the council
a few times without suc-

request

WE MAY HAVE MOVED ON
BUT COVID-19 HAS NOT.

GET VACCINATED.
GET BOOSTED.
STAY UP TO DATE.

1.866.610.3885

WAYNECOUNTY.COM/COVID19

EsLE
Wil

Public Health

cess, the council OK'd the
purchase of air condition-
ing units for city hall's IT
room.

The council had previ-
ously denied the request,
but Mayor Ghalib said he
requested for the matter
to be brought back up. The
reason, he said, jokingly,
was because “this group
(city council) didn’t pay for
my dinner, so | said OK.”

Moving on, the council
approved a request from
the police department to
purchase 15 defibulators
in order to perform CPR
when needed.

Police Chief Anne Moise
said the police depart-
ment is usually the first
on the scene of an emer-
gency, and that it makes
sense for officers to have
this life-saving tool on
hand.

The devices cost a to-
tal of $24,000, and that
funding will come out of
the department narcotics
forfeiture fund.

Councilmember Mo-
hammed Alsomiri, who is
seeking re-election in the
November election, was
the lone objection in the
vote, saying he did not un-
derstand what the request
was about.

Moving on once again,
the council approved an
agreement with the coun-
ty to extend the use of a
$50,000 grant to reno-
vate restrooms at Veter-
ans Park to next Sept. 30
of 2024.

The grant was set to ex-
pire on Sept. 30 of 2023.

During the councilmem-
bers’ turn to talk on any
subject, Nayeem Choud-

hury, who is seeking
re-election this November,
said there were 30 auto
accidents recorded for the
month in Hamtramck, and
that “we have to do some-
thing.”

He said that there are
less than 700 auto acci-
dents recorded statewide
for the year.

(According to the Mich-
igan State Police, there
were over 293,000 auto
accidents in 2022.)

Choudhury questioned
why there are so many
accidents, suggesting,

A HUD Certified

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Drowning in Mortgage Debt?
1 Can Help... I buy properties in
| as-is condition for CASH!
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as possible factors, traf-
fic signals, immigrant or
new drivers, or even the
streets not being wide
enough.

Choudhury said that a
solution might be to make
Conant as wide as Hol-
brook, “where they can
park on the sidewalks.”

(Editor’s note: Parking in
sidewalks is not allowed.)

He also said that Hol-
brook “is level, but it’s not
level.”

(It was not clear what he
meant by that statement.)

HUD Certified

John Ulaj

Commercial
Broker/Owner

Agent

Looking to buy single &

multi-family dwellings - CASH!

WAYNE COUNTY TREASURER'S OFFICE

Eric R. Sabree - Wayne County Treasurer

Property tax payment plans
are available now!

Interest Reduction
Stipulated Payment
Agreement (IRSPA)

This payment plan reduces the interest
rate from 18% to &% for eligible
taxpayers. To sign up, you must own
and live in your home, and have a
Principal Residence Exermnption [PRE)

-

program.

and |D that proves residency.

Stipulated Payment
Agreement (SPA)

Available to everybody, this plan allows
a taxpayer to pay taxes pursuant to a
payment schedule. The plan will avoid
foreclosure provided that payments
are submitted per the agreed upon

schedule.

Many of these plans are
available online at
treasurer.waynecounty.com!

For more information, email WCTOPaymentPlans@waynecounty.com or call (313) 224-5990.

Pay As You Stay Payment
Agreement (PAYSPA)

Only for those who have first applied
for their local municipality’'s Poverty Tax
Exernption (PTE] and received an
approval. Once notified by your local
Assessor's office and deemed eligible,
our office will mail you a notification
letter with your Reduced Amount Due.
You will have the option of paying a

lump sum

enrolling into a PAYSPA.

Distressed Owner Occupant
Extension (DOOE)

This program is not available to

everyone. If you own and live in the

property, and are suffering financial

hardship you may qualify for this

occupancy, and hardship are required.

Proof of ownership,

(additional 10% off] or




