“Your Pharmacy Experts” e

SAV-MOR

DRUG STORES
FRD PHARMACY

9811 Conant ¢ Hamtramck
(313) 871-1115

Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm
www.sav-mor.com

\ﬂﬂﬂ

W“ I Y= %

HELLO

SHAWARMA

v s\ OPEN 7 DAYS
- /' 9am-9pm Sun-Thurs

Jam- Mldmght Fri & Sat

Quick Hits

Meet the
candidates
this Sunday

By Charles Sercombe

Hamtramck’s next city
election is just a few
weeks away.

The ballot features a
race for three city council
seats, three city charter
changes, and another at-
tempt by the Hamtramck
Public School District to
have a millage renewed
for another 10 years.

In the council race,

three incumbents, Mo-
hammed Alsomiri, Nay-
eem Choudhury and

Mohammed Hassan, are
facing three challengers.

The challengers are:
Lynn Blasey, Muhtasin
Sadman and Nasr Hus-
sain.

In the August Primary
Election, Hassan came
in fourth behind Blasey,
which might mean he
faces a tough battle in
the Nov. 7 General Elec-
tion.

If Blasey is elected,
she would be the only
woman on the council.

The top three vote-get-
ters in the November
election will serve on
council, starting in Jan-
uary, for the next four
years.

A candidate forum will
be held this Sunday, Oct.
8, at 5 p.m. at the Ham-
tramck Public Library.

It will feature a ques-
tion-and-answer period.
The forum runs until 6
p.m.

The public is invited to
arrive early, from 4:30
p.m. on, for refresh-
ments.

The forum is organized
by a non-partisan com-
mittee. The library is lo-
cated at 2360 Caniff.

Can’t make it to the
forum? You can see it
broadcast later on Ham-
tramck Public TV, Chan-
nel 19.
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HPS boardmember to employees:
‘Nobody’s forcing you to stay here

By Charles Sercombe

At the beginning of the
year, Hamtramck School
Board Vice President
Salah Hadwan told teach-
ers and staff that, if they
don’t like it here, they
could leave.

Apparently, a number of
Hamtramck Public School
teachers and staffmem-
bers took him up on that
offer, and resigned at the
next meeting.

And, since January,
there has been a steady
exodus of teachers, de-
partment heads and
staffmembers.

The latest high-profile
resignation, according to
sources, is Angela Park-
man, the Director of Spe-
cial Education. Parkman
was just hired in August.

Many have said, either
in resignation letters or
privately, they resigned
because of what they call
a “toxic” work environ-
ment created by Superin-
tendent Jaleelah Ahmed,
some of her appointees,
and some of the board
members.

(You can read some of
those letters on the web-
site: firejaleelah.com.)

Speaking last February
about board decisions,
Hamtramck president of
the teachers’ union, Toni
Coral, said:

“When people leave be-
cause of hostile attitudes
from elected officials, we
will struggle to fill those
vacancies. ... Why would

The Hamtramck Public School Board has come under criticism this year by some
teachers and staffmembers over the work environment in the district. School
Board Vice President Salah Hadwan has invited those employees to leave if they
don’t like working here.

the school board pres-
ident and board allies
essentially tell district
employees that they, you,
don’t care about us?”
The resignations have
left the district in a jam in
filling vacant teaching po-
sitions. Earlier this year,
staffmembers at Ham-
tramck High School said
that there were over 12
teaching positions to be
filled, and in the mean-
time, some students had
four classes being taught
by substitute teachers.
Also compounding the
situation is that a number
of paraprofessionals, who
assist teachers in the
classrooms, have com-
plained about not being
paid enough. Para-pros,
as they are commonly
called, are paid about

$15 an hour.

Boardmembers
seemed to nod in agree-
ment that their pay has to
be increased.

At an April 26 meeting,
Hadwan responded to re-
cent threats of another
wave of resignations.

“Nobody’s forcing you
to stay here if you do
not want to be here for
this district and for the
students,” Hadwan said.
“The door is wide open.
We are not going to stand
here and continue to tol-
erate threats of mass ex-
odus.”

That comment is in
stark contrast to what
Hadwan said at a Feb-
ruary meeting, when he
welcomed input from
teachers and staff about
district operations.

“We want you guys’ in-
put,” he said. “We want
you to reach out if you
feel like you want to reach
out. Follow the chain of
command, of course, but
we’re always open to hear
your concerns, or ques-
tions, or comments. We
want to make sure our
students are getting what
they need and what they
deserve.”

At September’s board
meeting, Hadwan re-
sponded to the growing
number of complaints by
resigning staffmembers,
saying that the reason for
their leaving is not what it
appears.

“People who are leav-
ing are not leaving for the
reasons we're being told,
that they're leaving be-

Continued on page 2

Art and music will be on full display

1n nelghborhood arts festival

This Saturday, Oct. 7, is the 13th Annual Hamtramck
Neighborhood Arts Festival, which takes place all
over town.

By Charles Sercombe

Hamtramck’s neighbor-
hoods will be alive with
art and music this Satur-
day.

That's when the 13th
Annual Hamtramck Neigh-
borhood Arts Festival
(HNAF) takes place.

The festival features
about 100 artists, musi-
cians, galleries, houses,
front porch exhibits and
performances, and all
sorts of art happenings
throughout the city, going
on all day.

It's a free festival, and
people are encouraged to
walk or bike through the

city.

Here’s what organizers
have to say about this
special day:

“This isn't your typical
festival; participating cre-
ators in the community
host the audience in or
on their home studios,
front porches, parks, cof-
fee shops, or galleries
around the city. Traveling
between these venues
throughout Hamtramck,
the audience curates
their own experience.

“It's a community-orga-
nized festival that allows
anyone in the city and
Continued on page 2

Mayor on
Russian TV
network

By Charles Sercombe

Another week, another
mayoral controversy.

Once again, Mayor
Amer Ghalib found him-
self on the receiving end
of criticism, this time for
appearing on Russian RT
television, a media source
that the U.S. government
considers to be a Kremlin
propaganda outlet existing
to create divisions among
Americans.

Canada, Britain and the
EU have all banned RT
from being broadcast in
their countries. RT is fund-
ed by the Russian govern-
ment.

Ghalib posted a
three-minute excerpt of his
interview with the Russian
network on his Facebook
page.

Ghalib trod familiar terri-
tory: the issue of display-
ing pride flags on public
property.

Ghalib and the city coun-
cil recently banned the dis-
play of those flags on pub-
lic property, which caused
a hailstorm of backlash
from the LGBTQ communi-
ty and their supporters.

In the interview, Ghalib
was seen in half-screen in
his city hall office,while the
other half showed scenes
of the city and of LGBTQ
events that have hap-
pened in other cities.

Ghalib described Ham-
tramck as a place where
“people are very peaceful.”

As for the decision to
ban the display of pride
flags, Ghalib said:

“The city decided to stay
neutral because we have
different groups in the city;
we have conservatives, we
have liberals.”

He went on to say that
“we have groups on the
opposite side of the spec-
trum,” although it wasn’t
clear what he meant by
that.

“We support everyone
equally. We cannot side
with anyone against anoth-
er,” he added

On the decision to ban
pride flags, Ghalib said
“nobody protested against,
except the LGBTQ group
because they thought it
was tied to them.”

The ban was also taken,
he said, “so other groups,
extremist groups, racist
groups would not come
and ask us to fly flags be-

Continued on page 7
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cause of admin (adminis-
tration) blah, blah, blah,”
Hadwan said.

“We got people who are
leaving for better oppor-
tunities that they found.
Let’s not take this narra-
tive that they're leaving
because of admin.”

The departures come
at a time when the state
is experiencing a critical

Hamtramck Review

shortage of teachers.

The HPS district has
been struggling for over
a year to fill special edu-
cation positions, and it's
reached a point where
some parents are com-
plaining that their chil-
dren are not getting the
needed help they require
(and as is required by fed-
eral guidelines).

PAIR

Phone (313) 874-2100
HPS boardmember to employees: ‘Nobody’s
for(:ing you tO Stay hel‘e’ Continued from front page

There are also other is-
sues facing the district.

The board’s first meet-
ing of the year, in January,
underscored a growing di-
vision among boardmem-
bers.

What is usually a rou-
tine vote, taken in the
beginning of each year,
suddenly became a stum-
bling block. In January,
Boardmember Regan
Watson was once again
voted as board treasurer.

But when it came to a
vote on allowing the dis-
trict's finance director,
Sherry Lynem, (who re-
tired in the summer) to
make investments on her
own, that then blew up
Watson’s nomination.

In past years, the board
has unanimously voted to
allow the finance director,
Lynem, to make invest-
ments on her own.

This year, however, that
became an issue for
some board members, in-
cluding new member Ab-
dulmalik Algahaim.

Algahaim

MEN’S HAIRCUTS S

313-875-8972 ‘=
Best quality for the
best prices.

Walk-Ins Welcome!

Call for Hours

9517 Jos. Campau * Hamtramck
586-879-8058 Call for Appt.

It’s Time to Pray,

Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.

Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us -
initially

Sunday, October 8, brought forth a resolution,
Holy Mass 9:00 am in the same language
Solemnity of the Christian | that has been approved
Family for a number of years, to

allow the director to make
investments.

However, he then had a
change of mind and voted

Oct 7 — Solemnity of Holy Mother of
the Rosary 9 am

Oct 11 — Holy Mass 9 am

We are an Active

Parish Serving the against his own resolu-
Community Oct 14 — Take-out Only Soup Kitchen | tion.
Celebrating 101 Years of 2-4 pm The matter didn’t stop
Traditional, Catholic, and Everyone Welcome! there
Democratic Church )

Algahaim, whose term
started in January, then
proposed to remove Wat-

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck ¢ Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
313-365-0218 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com
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son as treasurer and have
himself take over the role,
apparently because Wat-
son voted, as she has in
previous years, to support
the investment resolution.

A majority agreed with
him, but it turned out that
vote didn’t count because
the board failed to follow
their own policy on remov-
ing members from board
officer positions.

The policy requires the
removal to be based on
“cause” — in other words,
for a reason.

In an April 26 meeting,
the board did a do-over
on removing Watson,
and appointing Algahaim
as treasurer. The matter
passed by a 4-3 majority.

Algahaim said that the
reason he called for Wat-
son to be replaced as
treasurer was because of
her support of the invest-
ment resolution.

He said it “wasn’t sup-
posed to be a one-time
vote.”

It was not clear what he
meant by that.

The Review reached out
a few months ago to Wat-
son (via email) for com-
ment, but she did not re-
spond. Watson has also
not been attending the
last few board meetings.
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Art and music will be on full display in
neighborhood arts festival

Continued from front page

the surrounding neighbor-
hood to contribute to or
host an event. The HNAF
embraces the idea that
art is for everyone - all
are welcome to partici-
pate, and all are welcome
to tour the artists’ work-
spaces and attend the
day-long events.”

You can find a list of
events and who is partici-
pating by going online to:
hnaf.org.

Also happening on Sat-

urday is a special side-
walk sale, on Jos. Cam-
pau, that is sponsored by
the city’s Downtown De-
velopment Authority.

For those coming in
from out of town, plan
on Saturday being on the
cold side, with a chance
of rain. If you need to rest
your feet or take a break,
the city has a number of
restaurants, bars and cof-
fee houses to recharge.
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e Heat & Water
Included

¢ 24 Hour Security

e Individual Kitchens
* Income Based Rent

2620 Holbrook St

Hamtramek
SeniorPlaza

A HUD High
Performer

e Recreation Area
e On Site Mai
e Exercise Ro
e Air Conditioned
e Library

Hamtramck Housing Com-
mission (HHC) does not
discriminate on the basis

of race, color, religion, na-
Hamtramek « (313) 873-1678 &z
or familial status

City Council

This week at the Library . ..

Candidate Forum:

October 06, 2023

Check in the next weeks library col-

* Pre-Kindergarten - 8th grade
* English Language Learner Program

* Boys and Girls athletics including
soccer, basketball, cheerleading,
volleyball and flag football

* Opportunities for parent involvement

including ESL classes

Educating your child
like our own!

* Before/after school program

* Technology rich instruction including
iPads, chrome books, computer lab,
smart boards

* GSRP Preschool Program for 4 year olds

* High performing academic
achievement

2400 Denton Street in Hamtramck

Call 313-875-8888

Visit us online at hanleyacademy.com

Everyone is invited to the library on
Sunday, October 8th at 4:30 pm to a
candidate forum. Residents will have
a chance to meet the candidates and
ask them questions regarding their
stand on issues of interest to our com-
munity. Debate starts at 5:00 pm.
Refreshments will be served prior to
program. All candidates confirmed
their participation.

Photographer Bruce Harkness: On
October 20th the library will host
Bruce Harkness who will present an
evening program on Metro Detroit
memories in pictures. Coupling imag-
es from his decades of local documen-
tary work and a smattering of personal
stories, it is sure to stoke our collec-
tive passion for our little corner of the
Big Mitten.

Story Time: Get you kids together
and drop in on our Wednesday after-
noon Story Time at 12 noon. Present-
ed by guest readers from Hamtramck
Federation of Teachers.

Game Night: Join us for Game Night
at the library. We are serving up
something fun each Friday at 4 pm.
Stop by and let us know that you have
come to play. Everyone is invited.

Exercise Classes: You don’t have to
wait much longer to get your Adaptive
Yoga and Tai Chi fix. The Tai Chi
classes at 10 am and adoptive yoga
classes are held on Tuesdays at 2:30
pm. As always, these group workout
sessions are presented by the RIM
Foundation and are open to the public.

umn for starting time.

Spotlight on Fold 2: The Library of
Michigan will be putting the spotlight
on Fold 3 in its next ZOOM presenta-
tion. Learn how to navigate this re-
source which offers users access to
military records, documented personal
stories, photos and more. Premiering
on Thursday, November 2nd, at 6:30
pm, please register for this event by
visiting www.michigan.gov/
lmpublicprograms and take a peek at
the upcoming presentations.

Bugs Bunny’s Howl-oween: Bring
your young students, after the half a
day of school on October 20th, to the
library for a hauntingly hilarious clas-
sic cartoon that will be screened at 3
pm.

Harold Pinter: This author was born
on October 10, 1930. Sure, he might
not have been able to write a happy
play, but that is what makes it drama.
With well known titles such as “The
French Lieutenant’s Woman” and
“Betrayal”, you will have your choice
of how best to savor all the scandal:
On the page or on the screen.

LOTE4Kids: This collection of over
2000 digital books in 50+ languages
can be accessed by you anytime from
your computer or other smart devices.
All this is free with the use of your
library card. They even have stories
in ASL. Find a link to this awesome
resource for kids on our website
www.hamtramck.lib.mi.us under the
eResources tab.

Library is located at 2360 Caniff Avenue, Phone (313) 733-6822
Or visit its website at http://hamtramck. Lib.mi.us for on line catalog

Attachments for printing, faxing or scanning send to
hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com
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In Our Opinion

Mayor Ghalib and the
company he keeps

When Mayor Amer
Ghalib ran for office, he
promised he would be all
about unity.

Well, it's been over a
year now since he won
the election, and there’s
been anything but unity
here.

We won’t go over the
issues he’s been tangled
up in, other than to say
that it’s a little part of the
bigger nationwide culture
war raging across the
land.

What we find curious is
the company he’s been
keeping lately: farright
extremists who are also
definitely not about bring-
ing people together.

By Charles Sercombe

The city council met on
Sept. 12, and all coun-
cilmembers were in atten-
dance. The meeting ran for
almost four hours.

A certificate of recog-
nition in honor of Glafira
Gordon was read into the

record.

It said:

“Glafira has displayed an
unwavering commitment

to beautification, particu-
larly in the transformation
of Pope Park. Her tireless
efforts and creative vision
have breathed new life into
this part of our city, making
it @ more vibrant and invit-
ing place for all residents
and visitors to enjoy.”

During public comment,
a woman objected to a
proposal to hire a compa-
ny to install surveillance
cameras to take photos of
license plates.

The proposal calls for
installing 15 cameras and
the supporting technology
for over $53,000, with a
yearly subscription cost of
$45,000.

In a note to council from
the city administration, it
was said:

“This  technology in-
cludes license plate rec-
ognition, gathers objective
evidence and facts about
vehicles, not people, alerts
police of wanted vehicles,
is used to solve crimes
and adheres to all state
laws. This will not be used
for traffic enforcement and
does not involve facial rec-
ognition.”

The woman said this
technology will affect pri-
vacy issues. She added
that systems like this have

And now, as if he’s dou-
bling down, Ghalib did an
interview on Russian RT
television — a media out-
let that our government
deems as a propaganda
tool for Putin with the
goal of stirring up division
among Americans.

His association with
these folks now has
some people seriously
pondering whether Ghalib
is a Russian asset, or an
unwitting one, or is being
groomed to become one.

Why Ghalib is alighing
with these characters is
unsettling, and perhaps
speaks volumes about
him. There’s a saying,
coined by author Maya

been known to “misread”
plates, which has lead to
false accusations.

Former councilmember
Carrie Beth Lasley said the
use of surveillance camer-
as has a “history” of “be-
ing racist.”

Later, an attorney for
the ACLU (American Civil
Liberties Union), Ramis
Wadood, cautioned the
city against installing the
system.

He said the cameras are
known to “not operate per-
fectly.”

“It will certainly lead to
wrongful arrests,” Wadood
said.

He said the money it
will cost to install the sys-
tem would be better spent
elsewhere.

Gracie Cadieux-Fae also
opposed the surveillance
cameras.

She said the council
should be “engaging with
citizens ... not sitting there
spying.”

Later in the meeting, the
council decided against in-
stalling the cameras.

Continuing in public com-
ment, Josh Hansknecht of
the Hamtramck Queer Alli-
ance spoke against a pro-
posed ethnic intimidation
ordinance being consid-
ered later in the meeting.

Hansknecht said the
council should not “tailor”
ordinances based on the
“convenience of council.”

On other issues, Hansk-
necht said public com-
ment should not be limited
at the council meetings.
He said it's the council and
mayor’s job to listen to the
public.

Justin Jessop spent his

Angelou about what peo-
ple say and the actions
they take, and it’s fitting;:

“When someone
shows you who they are,
believe them the first
time.”

Ghalib’s position is that
he’s the one being at-
tacked and criticized, nev-
er mind the words he has
spoken or the actions he
has taken. Often, we find
his explanations ending
up in a confusing mass
of verbal knots.

We sincerely want the
mayor to succeed, but so
far, he has a funny way
of showing how to be a
bridge-builder.

Jl!j-" }“ i'iy,,,
What is our City Council up to these days?
We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.

allotted three minutes to
address the council by re-
maining silent and holding
up a sign that said:

“Hamtramck doesn’t
want to hear my voice.”

It was apparently in pro-
test to the council’s new
rule to limit public com-
ment to 30 minutes at the
beginning of the meetings
and 15 minutes at the end,
regardless whether citi-
zens didn’t get a chance to

speak.
State Sen. Stephanie
Chang (D-Detroit) and

State Rep. Abraham Ai-
yash (D-Hamtramck), both
of whose districts include
Hamtramck, gave an up-
date on what’s been hap-
pening in Lansing.

Aiyash spoke first, say-
ing that the legislature and
governor passed “one of
the most progressive bud-
gets in history.”

He said that Hamtramck
was one of the big winners
in the new state budget,
and is in line to receive
$15 million for water infra-
structure improvements.

Also coming down the
pike, Aiyash said, is a one-
time-only 2-percent finan-
cial hike for public safety,
and an increase over the
next 10 years in state rev-
enue sharing that will total
$10 million.

He credited this achieve-
ment to the all-Democratic
Party control of the legis-
lature and the governor’s
office — the first time Dem-
ocrats have been in charge
of all three branches of the
state government since
Ronald Reagan was presi-
dent.

Continued on page 8
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Odds & Ends

Warning... Mayor Amer
Ghalib has a message to
parents about the behav-
ior of some youngsters in
town, especially when it
comes to vandalizing res-
idents’ pride flags being
flown on their property.

That crime trend has
been ongoing in recent
weeks and seems to ve
ramping up.

On his Facebook page,
here’s what Ghalib had to
say, and we quote:

Dear Hamtramck par-
ents:

Please teach your kids
the following:

- Do not vandalize any
private properties, such
as removing flags from
residents’ houses. Free-
dom of speech can be
expressed in many ways
and it’s protected by the
American constitution.
Vandalism is wrong and
can have severe conse-
quences.

+ Do not throw trash in
streets or public parks
and maintain your prop-
erties as clean and beau-
tiful as it can be. Place
trash in designated trash
cans, this is common
sense!

+ Avoid speeding and
reckless driving to protect
yourself and the lives of
others.

The city will not tolerate
any violations or violence
against our residents, so
please educate your chil-
dren on what’s right and
what’s wrong, so we all
can all live in peace and
harmony with each other.

New Ilaw... Michigan
now no longer allows fe-
males under the age of
18 to be married.

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer
recently signed the final
bill in a package of legis-
lation to protect minors
in Michigan by raising the
minimum age of consent
for marriage to 18 years
old.

In a press release, Whit-
mer said:

“I''am committed to
keeping Michiganders—
especially young wom-
en—safe and healthy, and
today’s bipartisan bill ful-
ly implements Michigan’s
ban on child marriage.”

“As a county prosecu-
tor, | went after those who
used their power to prey
on young people, and as
governor, | have proud-
ly signed legislation to
keep young people safe
and protect sexual as-
sault survivors. Together,
we can make Michigan
a safe, welcoming place
where everyone can en-

vision a bright future for
themselves.”

Polish month... Octo-
ber is Polish Heritage
Month, and Hamtramck’s
Piast Institute has this to
say:

“Several landmarks de-
pict the major influence
of Poles in Hamtramck:
St. Florian Roman Cath-
olic Church with Masses
said in Polish, St. Ladis-
laus Chapel, the statue of
St. John Paul Il to the city,
and the Kosciuszko Mid-
dle School perpetuate the
legacy.

“The Hamtramck His-
torical Museum pays trib-
ute to Polish heritage and
culture with eye-catching
exhibits of bygone eras,
including a Polish Ham-
tramck-themed mural,
created by muralist Den-
nis Orlowski, alongside
those of other nationali-
ties.

“To reflect the change
in the city’'s demograph-
ics over the years, the
city's motto has been
transformed. From ‘Ham-
tramck, A Touch of Europe
in America, the transition
has been made to ‘Ham-
tramck, The World in Two
Square Miles. Let’s all
celebrate.”

Neon-Partisan Committee te Introduce Candidates
For Hamtramek City Counecll

Presenits

Gandidates Forun'

2023

Sunday, October 8, 2023
At Hamtramck Public Library

2360 Caniff, Hamtramck, Michigan

Doors open at 4:00 pm

Refreshments Served at 4:30 pm
Forum starts at 5:00 pm

Conclusion at 6:30 pm

Questions from the public accepted from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm

Nayeem
Choudhury

Mohammed
Alsomiri

Incumbent Candidates

The Organizing Committee formed from the Yemeni, Bengali and other Ethnic groups, invites all Hamtramck resi-

Nasr
Hussein

Mohammed
Hassan

dents to meet the candidates and ask questions before deciding who will represent you for the next four years.

New Candidates

Muhtasin
Sadman

. Lynn :
Blasey

FUNERAL DIRECTORY

When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home

MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR
2396 Caniff at Brombach | 313-365-9600
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APARTMENTS & FLATS
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR RENT

Single family, 1 bed-
room, dining, kitchen, 1
full bath, forced air heat,
$750/month, security de-
posit 1.5x rent, 313-415-
0108. 10/13

6 Mile and Mound, 2 br.,
remodeled, $700 mo., no
pets, preferred working
person or student, call
Mike, 313-516-5178. 10/6

Advertisers should check their ad fol-
lowing first publication. The newspaper
shall not be liable for failure to publish
an ad, for a typographic error or errors
in publication except to the extent of the
cost of the ad for the first day’s insertion.
Adjustments for errors is limited to the
cost of that portion of the ad wherein
the error occurred. We reserve the right
to classify, revise or reject any classified
advertisement.

ERTIES -« |

®

HELP WANTED

Now hiring at a great
Childcare program in De-
troit/Southfield. Must
love children, will train the
right person, 248-557-
2629. 9/23

In Hamtramck, cleaning
person, handyman, call
Julie, 313-570-4242. 9/22

Cook Needed, Tuesday-Fri-
day, 9:30am-3:30pm,
Ivanhoe Cafe, Call Patti
313-433-7929. 9/22

HOUSE
FOR SALE

11396 Nagel, Ham-
tramck, almost new, com-
pletely remodeled, 3 br.
bungalow, with entrance
through spacious covered
front porch, large spa-
cious living rm. with hard-
wood flr. for formal dining,
master br. on main floor
with laminate flr., 2 large
brs. on second flr., kitch-
en with ceramic flr., newer
cabinetry, lots of storage,
range, refrigerator, wash-
er/dryer included, newer
hearing unit w/central air,
freshly painted, fenced
back yard, maint. free
exterior, 1 yr. home war-
ranty included, priced be-
low market value, asking
$149,900, terms cash,
new mortgage or land
contract, call Sam, 586-
216-0602. 10/13

e Directory

HEATING & COOLING

e Boilers

Ask for Details

AsE

We Repair & Install s
* Furnaces |

e Air Conditioners
¢ Licensed & Insured
E] Financing Available

HEATING &
GOOLING

——
I

b oo ook |

Heating & coollng Syslems

WHATEVER
IT TAKES.
Family Owned & Operated

Since 1964
11653 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

PAINTING

INVINCE'ABLE PAINTING
Interior / Exterior & Power Washing

Painting and Drywall Repair

Vince

Hamtramck Review

October 6, 2023

Hamtramck Public TV-19

Broadcasting on Comcast Channel 19
In the Hamtramck area

What’s on this coming week?

City Council Candidate Forum 2023,
Exclusive Conversation with Mayor Amer Ghalib,
ESL Classes for the 2023-24 school year
Local events, Library programs,
Interviews, Council meeting highlights,
Event announcements,

Evenings with authors, and more.....

BECOME A LOCAL REPORTER: If you know how to
take photos or make film clips on your phone, you
can download them to Hamtramck TV along with a
news story, to be aired the same day. Send in event
announcements, comments to city officials, facts you
want to share with the community, etc.

Hamtramck Public TV is broadcasting from
Hamtramck Public Library
On Comcast Channel 19 and streaming on
YouTube Live (24/7) Google “Hamtramck Public
TV”, and click on link “Hamtramck Public TV”
Or go to YouTube; Hamtramck Public TV;
Hamtramck Public Library; videos

To place community announcement
call the Library at 313-733-6822
Or email: HamtramckTV@gmail.com
Announcements submitted by 10 am
Will go on air the same day (evening)

PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

e,

Serving our community for over
100 years since 1904.
* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA

PLUMBING & HEATING

12/31/23

(313) 365-8630

586-838-7598

Free Estimates

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BROTHERS
HANDYMAN
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS
Interior * Exterior
TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

* Handyman Services * Roof Repairs
» Sidings & Gutters « Chimney Work +« Porches
Ask for Frank

Located in Hamtramck

313-365-491
FREE
ESTIMATES

Celebrating
54 Years of
Service!

PLUMBING & HEATING

(313) 371-3766

(586) 649-6300
% Fast Same Day Service x

Heating 10% DISCOUNT
Service $ 99 1 Off Labor on Any Plumbing, Heating,
Call 1 Air Conditioning or Sewer Cleaning Job,

Cleaning & Repairs Extra H . _
Must present coupon at ime 01 est\mate Withcoupon. 1 Installation or Repair.
Not valid with any other offer.

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

*1495

Upgrades & Permits Extra

Must present coupon at time of estimate.
With coupon. Expires 10-31-23.

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

*225

Must present coupon at time of estimate.
With coupon. Expires 10-31-23.

Furnaces,
Boilers,
Heating,
Sewer & Drain
Cleaning

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —
"8 Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units
8 www.HeaneyPlumbing.com ===

=== Excavating - Sinks - Faucets |
+ Air Conditioners f%gﬁ;g

. Hydro -Jetters + Laundry Tubs }Fﬂ}ﬁﬁ‘}ﬁ
- Sump Pumps |

Servn:e Installation « Repairs

Proudly Serving Hamtramck Since 1969 - Licensed & Insured

Phone ( 313) 874-2100

By Charles Sercombe

This week’s Crime Log
covers Sept. 26-Oct. 2.
Tuesday, Sept. 26

A suspect was ar-
rested on Norwalk for ob-
structing officers.

A complaint was
made about a juvenile on
Jos. Campau.

+ A disorderly person
was reported on Yemans.
Wednesday, Sept. 27

- At about 1 a.m., a
complaint was made
about a disorderly group
of people in the 9300
block of Jos. Campau.

+ A hit-and-run accident
occurred on Caniff.

An attempted theft
from a vehicle was report-
ed on Edwin.

- A hit-and-run accident
happened on Holbrook.

- Retail fraud was re-
ported at a business on
Jos. Campau.

Thursday, Sept. 28

+ At almost midnight,
an assault was reported
in the 3500 block of Can-
iff.

An auto theft was
reported in the 12000
block of Dyar.

- At about 1 a.m., a
complaint was made
about an intoxicated
male, in the 2000 block
of Caniff, who was being
disorderly.

- A resident on McDou-
gall reported that their
property had been dam-
aged.

Friday, Sept. 29

- At about 11 p.m., of-
ficers responded to a call
about two females who
were fighting in the 3500
block of Caniff.

- Two Ford F-150s were
stolen from a lot in the
9600 block of Dequindre.

- A woman was arrest-
ed for domestic assault
in the 3500 block of Can-
iff.

A complaint was
made about disorder-
ly people in the 10300
block of Conant.

- Customer trouble was
reported at a business in
the 8700 block of Jos.
Campau.

+ At attempted robbery
was reported at a busi-
ness in the 12000 block
of Conant.

Saturday, Sept. 30

- At almost midnight, a
business on Conant was
warned about loud music
coming from their estab-
lishment.

A complaint was
made about an animal on
Jos. Campau. Another an-

imal complaint was made
on Danforth.

+ An assault was report-
ed in the 11600 block of
Fleming.

- An incident of harass-
ment was reported in the
2600 block of Commor.

- A reckless driver was
reported in the area of
Brombach and Holbrook.

- A theft was reported
in the 2100 block of Trow-
bridge.

A neighbor dispute
was reported in the
12100 block of Moran.
Sunday, Oct. 1

An attempted auto
theft was reported in the
3000 block of Goodson.

+ A carjacking was re-
ported in the 3900 block
of Belmont.

- A male was arrested
for assault after striking a
pedestrian with his vehi-
cle. The assault occurred
in the 2000 block of Ed-
win.

- At about 1:30 a.m.,
officers investigated a
complaint about loud mu-
sic in the 2300 block of
Andrus.

- A male was arrested
for a domestic assault
that happened in the
11600 block of Klinger.

- At 3:30 a.m., a com-
plaint was made about
reckless drivers in the
area of Conant and Hol-
brook.

A complaint was
made, in the 2200 block
of Danforth, about a per-
son receiving harassing
communications.

+ A hit-and-run accident
was reported on Yemans.

+ A disorderly customer
was reported at a busi-
ness on Conant.

Monday, Oct. 2

- Officers responded to
a break-in alarm at a busi-
ness in the 9300 block of
Jos. Campau. A person
who was locked inside
set off the alarm.

- At 3:40 a.m., officers
attempted to pull over the
driver of a black Dodge
Challenger, but the driver
sped off.

- Officers investigating
a report of an auto theft,
in the 2000 block of Nor-
walk, determined that the
owner had parked the
vehicle down the street
from their residence.

+ A hit-and-run accident
happened on Jos. Cam-
pau, near Holbrook. An-
other hit-and-run accident
occurred on Casmere,
near McDougall.

Coming Events

SATURDAY, Oct. 14, noon-3 p.m. — The Hamtramck Fire
Department will hold an Open House where the public
is invited to visit the fire station, 2625 Caniff, and tour
the station, learn about fire prevention, view firefighting
equipment and more. Refreshments will be available.

SATURDAY, Oct. 14, 24 p.m. - Take-out only Soup
Kitchen at Holy Cross PN.C. Church, 2311 Pulaski at
Fleming. Everyone is welcome!

SATURDAY, Oct. 21, 4-6 p.m. - Drive-thru Take-out Pol-
ish Dinner at Holy Cross P.N.C. Church, 2311 Pulaski at
Fleming. $13 Adult/$6 Child 12 & under. Menu: Stuffed
Cabbage, Kielbasa, Pierogi/sour cream, Green Beans,
Mashed Potatoes, Dessert. Cars will be staged in park-
ing lot for delivery in front of church.

WEDNESDAY, Oct. 25, 5-6:30 p.m. — Stop by Zussman
Park, 3401 Evaline, for the annual Hamtramck Public
Safety Trunk or Treat, featuring activities and treats and
view police and fire vehicles. Costumes are encouraged.
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Other Voices: cuest Editorial

Fire Prevention Month focuses
on safe cooking

By Matthew Wyszczelski
Hamtramck Fire Chief

October is Fire Preven-
tion Month, and, to kick
things off, the National
Fire Protection Agency
and the Hamtramck Fire
Department will be team-
ing up to celebrate Fire
Prevention Week from Oc-
tober 8 to October 14.

This year's theme is
“Cooking Safety Starts
with You!”

Modern homes burn
faster than ever; accord-
ing to the NFPA, you may
have as little as two min-
utes from the time the
smoke alarm sounds to

"

" Place an
Ad in
The Review

escape from a house fire.
Therefore, it is important
to have working smoke
alarms and have an es-
cape plan.

It's important for every-
one to plan and practice a
home fire escape. Every-
one needs to be prepared
in advance, so that they
know what to do when
the smoke alarm sounds.
Given that every home is
different, every home fire
escape plan will also be
different.

Have a plan for every-
one in the home. Chil-
dren, older adults, and
people with disabilities
may need assistance
to wake up and get out.
Make sure that someone
will help them!

The Hamtramck Fire De-
partment wants to share
these key home fire es-
cape planning tips:

Make sure your plan
meets the needs of all
your family members, in-
cluding those with senso-
ry or physical disabilities.

Smoke alarms should
be installed inside every
sleeping room, outside
each separate sleeping
area, and on every level
of your home.

Know at least two ways
out of every room, if pos-
sible. Make sure all doors
and windows open easily.

Have an outside meet-
ing place a safe distance
from your home where ev-
eryone should meet.

Practice your home
fire drill at least twice
a year with everyone in
the household, including
guests. Practice at least
once during the day and
at night.

To celebrate Fire Pre-
vention Week, the Ham-
tramck Fire Department
is hosting an Open House
on Saturday, October 14,
from noon until 3 p.m., at
the fire station, located at

2625 Caniff.
There will be activi-
ties, refreshments, and

demonstrations of fire-

fighting equipment.
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FREE

SMOKE
DETECTORSG&
CO ALARMS

There are smoke alarms and carbon monoxide alarms available, at
no cost to Hamtramck residents. Simply contact the Hamtramck
Fire Marshal at 313-305-4503 ext. 225 to schedule an installation
today.

You should have a

smoke alarm in
every bedroom
and a least one on
every floor

Larger homes may
require more
smoke alarms

You should test
smoke alarms
monthly

Smoke alarms
should be
replaced when
they are ten years
old

\—\P\MTRAMCI(

v\RE DEP HAMTRAMCK FIRE

DEPARTMENT

313-305-4503

Ext. 225

firemarshal@hamtramckeity.com
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NOTICE OF
REGISTRATION FOR THE CITY GENERAL ELECTION
CITY OF HAMTRAMCK - WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN
Tuesday, November 7, 2023

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that a City General Election will be held in the City of Hamtramck on Tuesday,
November 7, 2023, from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that any qualified elector of the City of Hamtramck who is not already registered,
may register to vote at the Hamtramck City Clerk’s Office; the office of the County Clerk; a Secretary of
State branch office, or other designated state agency. Registration forms can be obtained at
www.mi.gov/vote and mailed to the Hamtramck City Clerk. Voters who are already registered may
update their registration at www.expressSOS.com.

The last day to register in any manner other than in-person with the Hamtramck City Clerk is Monday,
October 23, 2023.

After this date, anyone who qualifies as an elector may register to vote in person with proof of residency
(MCL 168.492) at the Hamtramck City Clerk’s Office, located at 3401 Evaline, Hamtramck, MI 48212 at
the following times:

Regular business hours: Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Saturday, November 4, 2023, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Election Day, Tuesday, November 7, 2023, from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

The election will be conducted in all voting precincts 1-7 in all regular locations or by mail at
https://mvic.sos.state.mi.us/avapplication

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the City of Hamtramck electors will be voting on the following:
Candidates for the Hamtramck City Council

¢ Lynn Blasey

¢ Nayeem Choudhury

¢ Mahammed Hassan

o Nasr Saleh Hussain

¢ Muhtasin Rahman Sadman
¢  Mohammed Alsomiri

ADDITIONALLY, City of Hamtramck electors will vote on the following proposals:
HAMTRAMCK CHARTER AMENDMENT PROPOSAL No. 1

Sections 4-04 and 4-05 currently require that unless their current term is expiring: 1) a member of the
council seeking election as the mayor, and 2) a mayor seeking election as a council member must resign
from their current position at least 60 days before the candidacy filing deadline, with any vacancy being
filled by election. It is proposed that these sections be deleted from the charter.

HAMTRAMCK CHARTER AMENDMENT PROPOSAL No. 2

Under Sections 7-01(a) and 9.03, the annual salary of the mayor, mayor pro tem, and council members
are set as a percentage of the Governor’s salary. It is proposed that the salary of the mayor be increased
from 4% to 7% of the Governor’s salary, the salary of the mayor pro tem be increased from 3% to 6% of
the Governor’s salary, and the salary of each council member be increased from 2% to 5% of the
Governor’s salary.

Shall the amendment as proposed be adopted?
Yes__No

HAMTRAMCK CHARTER AMENDMENT PROPOSAL No. 3

Section 9-18(c) provides that no person who has been elected or appointed a member of the council or
the mayor, or who was a member of the council or mayor at the effective date of this charter, shall be
eligible for appointment as city manager or as acting city manager until two years have elapsed
following the expiration of the term for which he was elected or appointed. It is proposed that this
section shall be deleted from the charter.

Shall the amendment as proposed be adopted?
Yes___No

HAMTRAMCK PUBLIC SCHOOLS SINKING FUND BALLOT PROPOSITION

Shall the School District of the City of Hamtramck, Wayne County, Michigan, levy 3 mills (which is equal
to $3.00 per $1,000 of taxable valuation) against all property in the school district for a period of ten
(10) years, 2024 to 2033, inclusive, to continue to provide for a sinking fund to be used for the
construction or repair of school buildings, as well as other purposes authorized by law? The estimated
amount of revenue that the school district will collect in the year 2024 if the millage is authorized and
levied will be $760,000. The proposed millage is a renewal of millage, previously authorized in 2014 at
the rate of 4 mills, that will expire with the 2023 tax levy.

Full text of the ballot and proposals may be obtained at the City Clerk’s office, 3401 Evaline, Hamtramck,
MI 48212. A sample ballot may be viewed at https://mvic.sos.state.mi.us/PublicBallot/Index

Persons with disabilities needing accommodations should contact the Hamtramck City Clerk’s Office at
313-800-5233 Ext 821

Rana Faraj
Hamtramck City Clerk
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HOUSE OF
WINGS & PIZZA

Formerly Wing Fellas
Same Owner Same Tasty Food

v

2 Slices
Halal Pepperoni .
PIZZA &12 Oz Drink

" CHEESE PIZZA
& 12 0z. Dr|nk

— 5 Piece —

with Fries &
12 oz. Drink

— 5 Piece —

BONELESS

|

|

|

|
with Fries & |
12 oz. Drink :
|

|

|

|

1/2 SUB

with Fries &
12 oz. Drink

— 10 Piece —

with Fries & :
12 oz Drink 12 0z. Drink 12 oz. Drink

$149:516% >10%

11401 Joseph Campau ¢ Hamtramck

— 10 Piece —-i
BONELESS

with Fries & with Fries &

= DOORDASH

Uber Eats
b= Gall to Order 313-499-8811
ouse o OPEN: Monday-Friday 10:00am-11
Wrilngs Pizia ONLINE ORDERING Saturday:ioc;%—ai)’za; ?gunday?;niam‘-)irgam

EMERGENCY

RENTAL ASSISTANCE

Wayne County’s Emergency Rental Assistance
Program (ERAP) makes funding available to assist
households that are unable to pay rent or utility bills.

To be eligible:

1

Household income
at or below 80% of
area median income

Experiencing financial
hardship during the
COVID-19 pandemic

*Open to all communities in Wayne County excluding the City of Detroit.
*For Detroit's program, visit this link: https://bit.ly/3hHUT66

APPLY TODAY

What can this program cover?

Experiencing
Housing instability

-
——
\’
A ——

Other

Internet bills and
relocation costs

Rent Utilities
Up to 15
months of
rental assistance

Electricity, home
heating, water,
sewer, internet,

and trash (if billed

with other utility)

Find more information and apply at:
www.waynecounty.com/rentalassistance

NEED ASSISTANCE WITH
YOUR WATER BILL?

WRAP CAN HELP!

The Water Residential Assistance Program
provides funding to eligible, low-income
households. Funding is provided by the
Great Lakes Water Authority and is
administered in partnership with local
community action agencies.

4

WRAP Eligibility:

- Reside within an eligible GLWA Member Community (see reverse side for list)
- Responsible for paying your water bill

- At or below 200% of the federal poverty level

- Own or rent your home

200% Federal Poverty Chart

Number of

Household 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 " 12 13 14

Members

Income

s 27180 36,620 46,060 55500 64,940
Limit ($)

% Wayne Metropolitan

74,380 83,820 93,260 97,980 102,700 107,420 12140 116,860 121,580




cause of the LGTBQ flag.
So, you have to either fly
all or none.”

When the city did permit
the display of pride flags
on its flagpoles, there was
never a request from the
groups that Ghalib men-

Hamtramck Review

tioned asking for their
flags to be flown.

On his relationship with
the LGBTQ community,
Ghalib insisted that “it's
not that we don’t get along
with them ... | don’t have
anything against them. We

Phone (313) 874-2100

7
Mayor Oll RllSSiaIl TV IletWOI’k Cont. from front page

may disagree on stuff, but
that doesn’t mean we hate
each other.”

However, Ghalib said, he
has come under attack for
his support of the flag ban,
saying: “If we disagree,
they call me homophobic,

bigot and, lately, terrorist.”

Ghalib was referring to
a flyer that was found in
a trash can that had a
picture of Ghalib, with the

word “terrorist” printed un-

derneath.
A photo of that flyer was

Hamtramck Academy (K-8)
11420 Conant St
Hamtramck, M| 48212-3134
HamtramckAcademy.org
313-368-7312

OPEN ENROLLMENT NOTICE

Open enroliment for the 2024-25 academic school year ends on
11/30/2023 at 5 pm. Applications can be obtained by contacting
the school. Should the number of applications received during
open enroliment exceed available seats, a random-selection
drawing will be held via live stream on 12/4/2023 at 11 am.

Applications received after open enroliment will be accepted on a
first-come, first-served basis for remaining open seats. Waiting
lists will be formed accordingly.

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY AS TO

STUDENTS

National Heritage Academies does not discriminate against or
limit the admission of any student on any unlawful basis, including
on the basis of ethnicity, national origin, color, need for special
education services, sex, gender, disability, intellectual ability,
measures of achievement or aptitude, athletic ability, race, creed,
gender, national origin, religion or ancestry. A school may not
require any action by a student or family (such as an admissions
test, interview, essay, attendance at an information session, etc.)
in order for an applicant to either receive or submit an application
for admission to that school.

October 14, 2023

HAMTRAMCK
FIRE DEPARTMENT
OPEN HOUSE

On Saturday, October 14, 2023, from Noon until 3 PM, the
Hamtramck Fire Department will host an open house at the fire
station to celebrate Fire Prevention Week. We invite you to attend
and learn about fire prevention and see what the Fire Department
is all about. There will be refreshments and activities for the kids.
We will also demonstrate using fire extinguishers, hose lines, and
extrication equipment. We hope to see you there!

Learn about Fire
Prevention

See Firefighting

Equipment

Tour the Fire
Station

Extrication
Demonstration

Refreshments

HAMTRAMCK FIRE
DEPARTMENT

2625 Caniff
Hamtramck, Mi 48212

313-305-4503

firechief@hamtramckeity.com

posted by former Mayor
Karen Majewski, who lost
her re-election to Ghalib.
Majewski said the flier was
found by a resident. Soon
after posting the photo on
her Facebook page she de-
leted it, and apologized.

Ghalib also said that
he’s “been getting so many
threatening messages, ei-
ther by email or, some of
them are even public com-
ments on my Facebook
page.”

“| take it seriously, but
it won't force me to back
off or change my stance
because | believe we're
doing the right thing. We
should treat people equal-
ly. We should not give pref-
erential treatment to any
group.”

The pushback to Ghalib
appearing on the Russian
propaganda network was
immediate.

Former Mayor Majewski,
who has clashed with Gha-
lib on a number of issues,
called his appearance on
RT “despicable.”

Former city councilmem-
ber, and a retiree from the
U.S. State Department,
Joe Strzalka, who had
been stationed in a num-
ber of countries, said on
a Hamtramck Facebook
page:

“It cannot be understat-
ed how serious this is. RT
is not a news organiza-
tion, but rather a Russian
state-funded media outlet
that uses the guise of con-
ventional international me-
dia outlets to provide disin-
formation and propaganda
support for the Kremlin's
foreign policy objectives.”

Strzalka went on to say:

“The United States has

Friday, October 6, 2023
determined RT must regis-
ter as a foreign agent due
to its ongoing disinforma-
tion campaign to under-
mine our core democratic
institutions.

“By willingly submitting
to an interview with a for-
eign agent whose goal is to
undermine our democracy,
Mayor Ghalib allowed him-
self to be used in Russia’s
disinformation campaign
with the objective of un-
dermining our constitution,
the very same document
all elected officials swore
to uphold.

“What started out as a
public debate on freedom
of expression has now tak-
en a sinister turn and is
now being exploited by our
foreign adversaries. The
question will become, will
our other elected officials
step up and censure the
mayor, or will they support
him being used as a propa-
ganda piece to undermine
our democracy?”

A former city official, who
requested not to be identi-
fied, said Ghalib’s appear-
ance on RT is “a win for
the Kremlin.”

In an exchange on his
Facebook page, Ghalib
defended his appearance,
saying:

“Hamtramck is now open
to the whole world and the
former power structure to-
talitarianism era is gone.
You now need to get used
to listening to the opposite
viewpoint and learn how to
respect it even if you don’t
like it. | know it's painful
but get used to it.”

Ghalib’s appearance on
RT comes on the heels of
a meeting he held recently

Continued on page 8
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Sen. Chang mentioned
that both she and Aiyash
have an office on Jos.
Campau that the public
can visit, where they can
talk with staff members
about their concerns.

Mayor Amer Ghalib said
he was hoping for more
money to repave alleys
“but you punished us for
no reason.”

Ghalib did not explain
that comment.

He added: “Thank you,
we still support you.”

A public hearing was
held on a proposed ordi-
nance to combat ethnic
intimidation.

The proposal reads as
follows:

Section 130.010 - Mi-
nority or Ethnic Intimida-
tion.

(1) A person is guilty
of minority or ethnic in-
timidation if that person
maliciously, and with spe-
cific intent to intimidate
or harass another person
because of that person's
race, color, religion, gen-
der, sexual orientation, or
national origin, does any of
the following;:

(a) Causes physical con-
tact with another person.

(b) Damages, destroys,
or defaces any real or per-
sonal property of another
person.

(i) This can include the
placing of any objects
upon the vehicle of anoth-
er of any kind when done
as a means of intimidation
or with intent to harass.

(c) Threatens, by word or

act, to do an act described
in subdivision (a) or (b), if
there is reasonable cause
to believe that an act de-
scribed in subdivision (a)
or (b) will occur.

(2) Minority or Ethnic
intimidation is a misde-
meanor punishable by im-
prisonment for not more
than 90 days in jail, or by
a fine of not more than
$500.00, or both.

(3) This offense shall
be considered a separate
offense from other crimes
against persons or prop-
erty under the laws of the
City of Hamtramck and
may be charged as an ad-
ditional offense to such
offense.

Council candidate Lynn
Blasey spoke, questioning
whether those who com-
mit property damage on
purpose will now be dou-
ble-charged by both a local
and an existing state law
regarding malicious de-
struction of property.

Blasey said that, instead
of passing this ordinance,
money and time would be
better spent “on building
bridges and creating ac-
tivities across the city that
bring people together.”

The council and mayor,
she said, should be “role
models.”

ACLU attorney Wadood
said the ordinance is
unneeded because it is
“word-for-word, for the
most part” identical to a
state law.

As for the vandalism
of property, Wadood said

Phone (313) 874-2100

there are already existing
laws that address the is-
sue.

“This ordinance really
isn’t doing much at all,”
Wadood said. “All the ordi-
nance is accomplishing is
expanding the power of the
City of Hamtramck to crim-
inalize its residents and its
visitors for conduct that is
already criminalized on the
state level.”

Wadood went on to say
that the ordinance “poses
serious constitutional is-
sues” by criminalizing “any
threats by word or act.”
That, he said, violates the
First Amendment right of
the constitution.

Wadood said similar
laws are used against pro-
testors criticizing govern-
ment.

“But time and time again,
the courts have found the
protestors’ speech is pro-
tected.”

Wadood added that he
has “serious concerns
how this ordinance came
up in the first place.”

He was referencing “the
placing of any objects upon
the vehicle of another of
any kind when done as a
means of intimidation or
with intent to harass” part
of the ordinance.

This apparently came
about after Mayor Ghalib
complained about an un-
peeled sticker of a pride
flag that was placed on his
car.

“Turning a personal ven-
detta into a law that car-
ries jail time is extremely
inappropriate. ... This ordi-
nance only further divides
the city,” Wadood said.

Mayor Ghalib responded,

WAYNE COUNTY TREASURER'S OFFICE

Eric R. Sabree - Wayne County Treasurer

schedule.

Stipulated Payment
Agreement (SPA)

Awailable to everybody, this plan allows
a taxpayer to pay taxes pursuant to a
payment schedule. The plan will avoid
foreclosure provided that payments
are submitted per the agreed upon

17"

program.

Property tax payment plans
are available now!

Interest Reduction
Stipulated Payment
Agreement (IRSPA)

This payment plan reduces the interest

rate from 18% to &% for eligible

taxpayers. To sign up, you must own

and live in your home, and have a

Principal Residence Exemption [PRE)
and |0 that proves residency.

Distressed Owner Occupant
Extension (DOOE)

This program is not available to
everyone. If you own and live in the
property, and are suffering financial
hardship you may qualify for this

Proof of ownership,

occupancy, and hardship are required.

Pay As You Stay Payment

Agreement (PAYSPA)

Only for those who have first applied
for their local municipality’s Poverty Tax
Exernption (PTE) and received an
approval. Once notified by your local
Assessor's office and deemed eligible,
our office will mail you a notification

letter with your Reduced Amount Due.

You will have the option of paying a

lump sum [(additional 10% off) or
enrolling into a PAYSPA.

Many of these plans are
available online at
treasurer.waynecounty.com!

For more information, email WCTOPaymentPlans@waynecounty.com or call (313) 224-5990.

saying that city officials
had been accused of doing
nothing about minority and
ethnic intimidation.

“We just want to stop it
from both sides,” Ghalib
said, in reference to plac-
ing intimidating material
on vehicles.

Ghalib said that what the
ACLU is saying is it's OK to
punish acts against the
LGBTQ community “but
leave it open for them (the
LGTBQ community) to do
any kind of vandalism to
other people?”

Gracie Cadieux-Fae said
this ordinance came about
because of the council and
mayor supporting a ban on
displaying pride flags on
public property, and that
they were warned:

“If you choose to brand
your hate as civic govern-
ment, we would resist, we
would protest you.”

If the ordinance does
meet the approval of the
council and mayor (who
votes on ordinances),
Cadieux-Fae said she will
“call on the queers of
Hamtramck to paper the
f— out of this city with stick-
ers, with protests, with out-
right dissent to what you're
doing.”

Cadieux-Fae also warned
that this law has the poten-
tial to “harm” the Muslim
community.

“I'm here to say it: white
people are not your friends,
gentlemen. They're not
here to support you. They
don’t like what you’ve built

Friday, October 6, 2023

here.”

She warned that if the
political tables are ever
turned, this law will be
“weaponized against you.”

As for the Muslim and
“queer” communities,
Cadieux-Fae said, “We can
exist together but you have
to stop being dicks.”

Mayor Ghalib responded,
saying: “Thank you for that
threatening language.”

He added that the city is
not trying to prevent pro-
tests, but that “you have to
compromise. You are the
one causing all this ten-
sion, not us. ... You can’t
come and threaten us like
that.”

The council later ap-
proved the ordinance.

Mayor on Russian TV network cont. from page 7

at a hall in town featuring
Michael Flynn, Trump’s for-
mer National Security Advi-
sor.

Flynn has been talking
with  various rightwing
conservatives across the
country since Trump par-
doned him after being con-
victed of lying to the FBI
about his involvement with
Russians and their inter-
ference in the 2016 pres-
idential election.

Trump pardoned Flynn
before he left office.

Flynn, a follower of the
conspiracy group QAnon,
has described Islam as a
“cancer,” and has openly
been seeking to mandate
a single national religion in
the U.S. — that is, to make
it a Christian nation.

Ghalib is both a Muslim

and an immigrant from
Yemen - a country that

Trump once instituted a
travel ban on.

EQUALLY BANNED

AMER GHALIB

Mayor Amer Ghalib was recently interviewed on
Russian RT television, a media network that is con-
sidered a propaganda outlet for the Russian govern-

ment.
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