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HOUSE OF 
WINGS 
& PIZZA

Formerly 
Wing Fellas
H Same Owner H
Same Tasty Food

From Our House to Yours

11401 JOS CAMPAU AVE. • HAMTRAMCK • 313-469-9464

2 SLICES 
PIZZA 

and a can drink

$399
+ tax
11am-2pm

11401 JOS CAMPAU
313-499-8811

See 
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UNIQUE POLISH BEERS

Beer, 
Wine and 

Spirits

NEW TO THE MENU:
• Jalapeno Pierogi

• Cheeseburger Pierogi

• Zapiekanki 
(Polish Pizza)

• Czarnina
Authentic Duck Soup

Authentic Polish Food
2934 Yemans • Hamtramck • 313-873-8432

www.polonia-restaurant.net Find Us on Facebook!

OFFICIAL PIEROGI 
HEADQUARTERS

BANQUET HALL 
and CATERING

Enjoy Our Polish Classics: 
Stuffed Cabbage, Pierogies, 

Crepes, Potato Pancakes, 
City Chicken, Pork Chops, 

Vegetarian Plates and 
Homemade Soups: 

Dill Pickle & Cabbage. 
Don’t forget to try our 
homemade sausage.Crepe (Nalesniki)

FRD PHARMACY
9811 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 871-1115
Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

www.sav-mor.com

DRUG STORES

“Your Pharmacy Experts”
Additional Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and Generic

Medications

$400
GENERICS
30-DAY SUPPLY*

$999
GENERICS
90-DAY SUPPLY*

Over 500 drugs available. 
See www.sav-mor.com for details.

Manage Your Meds Anywhere with
the FRD Pharmacy MOBILE APP

TALK TO A DOCTOR
anytime, anywhere.

Introducing

My T Health Plus
Unlimited calls to a doctor,

for you and your family.
$1499

/mo.
www.MTHealthplus.com

By Charles Sercombe
Today, Friday, Nov. 10, 

is Veterans Day.
It’s actually the day 

that it is “observed,” 
which means govern-
ment and post offices 
are closed.

The actual Veterans 
Day is Saturday, Nov. 
11, the official date.

That’s neither here 
nor there, because the 
main thing to focus on 
is Veterans Day is when 
we remember and hon-
or those have served 
our throughout the last 
200-plus years of this 
country’s existence.

Hamtramck has had a 
long history since it be-
came a city over a 100 
years ago of sending 
our men and women to 
serve our nation to pro-
tect us.

Sadly, many of our 
veterans are now long 
gone, and the yearly 
Veterans Day obser-
vance at PLAV Post 10 
has stopped, first be-
cause of the covid pan-
demic for three years 
and now, our aged vets 
have passed on.

This brings a lump 
to our throat, but it 
doesn’t let that stop 
us from honoring and 
thanking our family 
members, friends, and 
neighbors who served 
in our armed services.

We salute all who 
served and those who 
continue to serve our 
nation.

FRJ PHARMACY
9801 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 800-5122
Mon-Fri. 10am-8pm, Sat. 10am-6pm, Sun. 12pm-4pm

www.save-mor.com

313.707.0988313.707.0988
3124 Caniff • Hamtramck

OPEN 7 DAYS
9am-9pm Sun-Thurs

9am-Midnight Fri & Sat

By Charles Sercombe
On Saturday, Hamtramck 

joined a number of other 
cities across the U.S. in 
rallying in support of Pal-
estinians and demanding 
a ceasefire in Israel’s mil-
itary war in Gaza.

About 200 people, a 
number of them from out-
side the city, gathered at 
Veterans Park and then 
marched through town, 
ending up in front of city 
hall, where Mayor Amer 
Ghalib spoke.

Punctuated through-
out the rally were various 
chants and slogans, in-
cluding the familiar, and 
controversial, “From the 
river to the sea, Palestine 
will be free.”

The rallies being held 
nationwide were also in 
protest of Israel and its 
ground war grinding along 
in Gaza.

Israel invaded Gaza in 
retaliation for a Hamas 
attack in Israel on Oct. 7, 
where about 1,400 people 
were killed, and over 200 
people were taken hos-

tage, including Americans.
It’s been reported that 

over 10,000 Palestinians 
have since died, including 
some 4.000 children, al-
though that number has 
been disputed by some.

President Biden has 
come under attack for his 
administration’s support of 
Israel, although Biden has 
implored Israel Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu 
to suspend hostilities in 

order to provide humanitar-
ian aid to civilian Palestin-
ians who are trapped in the 
Israeli military operation.

Netanyahu has rejected 
that plea until Hamas re-
leases the hostages, and 
has also said that a cease-
fire would allow Hamas to 
regroup and re-attack Isra-
el.

It appears that Biden 
may pay a political price 
for his support of Israel, 

although Republicans are 
just as supportive.

Occasionally, some 
yelled out “Genocide Joe 
has got to go,” in reference 
to Biden.

One speaker, Khaled 
Turanni, an American-Pal-
estinian activist, said that, 
unless Biden reverses 
course, Arab voters and 
others opposed to Israel’s 
occupation of Palestine 

By Charles Sercombe
Talk about a topsy-turvy 

election. Hamtramck’s 
city council election was a 
shocker. 

Only two out of three in-
cumbents won re-election, 
as a newcomer edged out 
Councilmember Nayeem 
Choudhury.

Both councilmembers 
Mohammed Hassan and 
Mohammed Alsomiri won 
re-election. Muhtasin 
Sadman, 24, a political 
newcomer who has never 
served on any city board or 
commission, is the city’s 
newest councilmember.

Hassan managed to 
overcome a slight setback 
from the August Primary 
election, where he came in 
fourth place out of six final 
finishers, to climb to top 
vote-getter.

In second place was 
fellow incumbent Moham-
med Alsomiri. In third was 
Sadman, followed by Lynn 
Blasey, then Choudhury 
and then in last place, 
Nasr Hussain.

Choudhury’s defeat is 
surprising, considering 
that he finished as the top 
vote-getter in the August 
Primary Election.

The election of the top-
three winners will keep the 
city council all-male and 
all-Muslim.

To likely no one’s sur-
prise, voters said a big N-O, 
by 70 percent, to the Ham-
tramck Public School Dis-
trict’s second attempt to 
get a minor tax millage re-
newed. That proposal also 
was turned down in the Au-
gust Primary Election.

Voters were in a rejecting 
mood at Tuesday’s Gener-
al Election as they also 
defeated three proposed 
city charter revisions, one 
of which would have giv-
en the mayor and coun-
cilmembers a pay raise to-
taling over $60,000 a year.

Voter turnout was low, at-
tracting only about 3,500 
voters out of almost 
15,000 registered in thec-
ity – or, in other words, just 

By Charles Sercombe
Two former mayoral ap-

pointees have filed a feder-
al lawsuit against the city, 
the mayor and city council 
after being fired for raising 
a pride flag on a city flag-
pole.

Russ Gordon, former 
chairman of the Ham-
tramck Human Relations 

Commission, and Com-
mission member Catrina 
Stackpoole say their First 
Amendment and civil rights 
were violated, and also 
allege the mayor and city 
council’s ban on displaying 
pride flags on city property 
was driven by religious be-
lief.

Marching through the streets, 
protestors called for a ceasefire

City’s pride flag ban 
being challenged on 
constitutional grounds

An election
for the 
history books

VETERANS DAY • NOVEMBER 11

About 200 people gathered Saturday in Veterans Park and then marched through the 
city streets in support of Palestine and demanding a ceasefire to Israel’s ongoing attack 
in Gaza. On Oct. 7 Hamas militants invaded Israel and killed 1,400 people. That attack 
sparked Israel to attack Gaza in retaliation.

Russ Gordon, former Chairman of the city’s Human Relations 
Commission, raised a pride flag on a Jos. Campau flagpole 
in protest of the city’s ban on displaying that flag on city 
property.
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nology department or
principal if parents or stu-
dents need any kind of
assistance.  

We know there is a lot
for parents to do and we
want them to know that
we are available to assist
and support the learning
any way we can.  We also
have the parent engage-
ment team that offer ad-
ditional supports to our
families.  

We are working to
make things easier for
our families; we have
partnerships to support
our families with food, di-
apers, eviction assis-
tance and so many more
things.  

We are truly grateful for
our parents and
guardians. They are true
partners and we want

them to know we are
here for them. 

Review: What is the
latest information on
state and federal finan-
cial aid?

Ahmed: The state has
yet to approve a budget
for schools.   The latest
information on state
funding is the Return to
Learn Plan.  

Under this plan House
Bills 5911, 5912, and
5913 would amend the
State School Aid Act to
direct per pupil funding
for the 2020-2021
school year based on
four main parameters
and considerations:
days, hours, enrollment,
and attendance.  

Per-pupil funding will be
based on a new “Super

Blend” formula whereby
the 2019-2020 count
(obtained by weighting
the February 2019 count
at 10% and the October
2019 count at 90%)
would make up 75% of
the super blend, and the
2020-2021 count (ob-
tained by weighting the
number of full-time pupils
engaged in pandemic
learning for fall 2020 at
90% and the February
2020 count at 10%)
would make up 25%.

There are two new
sources of federal fund-
ing are available for
school districts:

• Elementary & Sec-
ondary School Emer-
gency Relief (ESSER)
which are available to all
Michigan school districts,
however, priority was

given to the 332 districts
identified above and as
defined in MDE’s Ap-
proved Federal CARES
Act Grant Proposal as
serving the most disad-
vantaged student popula-
tions.

• Michigan was
awarded a Governor’s
Emergency Education Re-
lief (GEER) Fund grant for
the purpose of providing
local educational agen-
cies (LEAs), institutions
of higher education
(IHEs), and other educa-
tion related entities with
emergency assistance as
a result of the Novel
Coronavirus Disease
2019 (COVID-19).
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For more information about events at the 
library call (313) 733-6822, or visit its website 

at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you 
can also access the online catalog. 

The library is located at 2360 Caniff.

This week at the library...

GBP BD wW-i GKwU D”Pgv‡bi cÖKí

• wnU I cvwb
• Avjv`v ivbœvNi
• Av‡qi Abymv‡i fvov
• fe‡bi †fZ‡i WvK&
• e¨vqvgvMvi

• 24 N›Uv wbivcËv cvnvov
• we‡bv`b †K›`ª
• kxZZvc wbqwš¿Z
• cvVvMvi

n¨vgUªvwgK wmwbqi cøvRv 
2620 njeªæK ÷ªxU, n¨vgUªvwgK  •  313 873 7787

n¨vgUªvwgK nvDwms Kwgkb (GBP& GBP& Gm&) eY©, †MvÎ, ag© , RvZxq Drm, wj½,  weKjv½ ev cvwievwiK Ae¯’v‡bi wfwË‡Z
Kv‡iI AeÁv K‡ibv|  ‡mKkvb 3 Gi †hvM¨Zvm¤úbœ AvMÖnx‡`i www.hud.gov G wbeÜb Ki&‡Z Aby‡iva Kiv hv‡”Q|

Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

The Hamtramck Public Library is open!
The following limited services are now available:

Limited Walk-ins: (Ten persons at a time)
Book drop-off and pick-up

Copying, Printing, and Faxing

Computers are available by appointment only. Please
call (313)733-6822 Send attachments for printing to:

hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com

Wear a mask and practice social distancing to keep us all safe.
To increase internet access through Hamtramck, the library is

now offering a limited number of WI-FI HOTSPOTS for checkout to
take home. These small and easy to use devices are portable
and create a private Wi-Fi access point for up to 16 devices,

such as laptops, tablets, and smartphones. 

9517 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck
586-879-8058 Call for Appt.

Schools Supt. talks about school year 
Continued from front page  

By Charles Sercombe
A 19-year-old Ham-

tramck man is charged
with attempting to stran-
gle his sister to death.

Darnell Hill is also sus-
pected of being involved
in several shootings and
police chases in recent
weeks.

He was arrested last
week after a police
chase.

According to sources,
he may be suspected in
a number of break-ins in
D e a r b o r n - D e a r b o r n
Heights.

Hill was arraigned on
several felony charges

last Friday (Sept. 11),
which include: assault
with intent to murder, in-
terfering with a crime re-
port, carrying a
concealed weapon, as-

sault with a dangerous
weapon and fleeing offi-
cers.

His bond was set at
$525,000.

The assault with intent
to murder charge by itself
carries a maximum
penalty of life in prison.

Details of the case
were not made available.
It was not revealed why
he attempted to allegedly
strangle his sister, or
what condition she is in.

Man charged in strangulation 
of sister

SUPPORT LOCAL 
BUSINESSES

New books available!  Call us to hold a book for you.

(3663)
• Mail a check or money

order to: Gleaners Com-
munity Food Bank, P.O. Box
44050, Detroit, MI
48244-0050. Checks
should be made payable
to Gleaners Community
Food Bank and include
Mow Down Hunger on
memo line to ensure the
contribution is matched.

Monetary donations will
also be accepted at Wein-
gartz stores. Visit www.wein-
gartz.com/locations to view
hours and locations.

Continued front page

Quick Hits

Darnell Hill

thony Majewski – no rela-
tion to our mayor – in
March of 1922.

This first building was
consecrated on Sept. 27
of that year. The current
building, in its location at
Caniff and Brombach,

was actually completed
in 1930.

And here they are
today, 100 years of his-
tory behind them, peer-
ing into the future to see
what lies ahead.

St. Ladislaus Parish is
about to celebrate its
centennial Cont. from front page
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It’s Time to Pray, 
Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Celebrating 101 Years of 
Traditional, Catholic, and 

Democratic Church

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-0218   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

 We are an Active 
Parish Serving the 

Community 

Sunday, November 12, 
Holy Mass 9:00 am

Nov 13 – Holy Mass 9 am

Nov 14 – Holy Mass 9 am

Nov 11 – Take-out only 
Soup Kitchen 2-4 pm
Everyone Welcome!
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Walk-Ins Welcome!
Call for Hours

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Best quality for the 

best prices.

Enroll today for 2020!!
• Pre-Kindergarten - 8th grade

• English Language Learner program

• Boys and Girls athletics including
soccer, basketball, cheerleading,
volleyball and flag football

• Opportunities for parent 
involvement including ESL classes

• Before/after school program

• Technology rich instruction including
iPads, chrome books, computer lab,
smart boards

• GSRP Preschool Program for 
4 year olds

• High performing academic 
achievement 

Educating your
child like our own!
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Enroll today!!
• Pre-Kindergarten - 8th grade

• English Language Learner program

• Boys and Girls athletics including
soccer, basketball, cheerleading,
volleyball and flag football

• Opportunities for parent
involvement including ESL classes

• Before/after school program

• Technology rich instruction including
iPads, chrome books, computer lab,
smart boards

• GSRP Preschool Program for
4 year olds

• High performing academic
achievement

Educating your
child like our own!

2400 Denton Street in Hamtramck

Call 313-875-8888
Visit us online at hanleyacademy.com

• Pre-Kindergarten - 8th grade

• English Language Learner Program

• Boys and Girls athletics including
   soccer, basketball, cheerleading,
   volleyball and flag football
• Opportunities for parent involvement 
    including ESL classes

• Before/after school program

• Technology rich instruction including
   iPads, chrome books, computer lab, 
   smart boards

• GSRP Preschool Program for 4 year olds

• High performing academic 
   achievement

Educating your child 
like our own!

 
 

 

This week at the Library . . . 
Veteran’s Day:  November 11th was 
formerly knows as the Armistice Day 
and was celebrated with parades and 
military memorial ceremonies. 

Big Library Read:  This year’s fea-
ture is Olivia Stephens’ graphic novel 
for middle graders, “Artie and the 
Wolf Moon.”  When your parents tell 
you to stay in at night, could it be be-
cause they do not want you to discov-
er their secret werewolf identities? Get 
access to a digital version of this title 
at www.biglibraryread.com and join 
the online book discussion when it 
goes live on November 2 to 16th. 

Chess Club:  Something new just for 
you.  Games held on this Thursdays at 
3:30 pm right here in the library.  
Open to newbies, experienced pros, 
and all those in between. 

Story Time:  Get you kids together 
and drop in on our Wednesday after-
noon Story Time at 12 noon.  Present-
ed by guest readers from Hamtramck 
Federation of Teachers. 

Game Night:  Join us for Game Night 
at the library.   We are serving up 
something fun each Friday at 4 pm.  
Stop by and let us know that you have 
come to play.  Everyone is invited. 

Exercise Classes:  The Tai Chi clas-
ses are held on Fridays at 10 am and 
adoptive yoga classes are held on 
Tuesdays at 2:30 pm.  As always, 
these group workout sessions are pre-
sented by the RIM Foundation and are 
open to the public.  Comfortable 
clothes recommended,  Space is lim-

ited. 

Margaret Mitchell:  This author was 
born on November 8, 1900 in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Her romantic novel “Gone 
with the Wind”, about the American 
Civil War sold over 10 million copies 
and was translated into 30 languages.  
It was also made into one of the most 
popular movies of all time.  She won a 
Pulitzer Prize in 1937 for that novel, 
her only book.  She died after bring 
struck by an automobile in Atlanta. 

The Great Blackout:  On November 
9, 1965 all lights in the Northeast 
went out as a tripped circuit  breaker 
at the power plant on the Niagara Riv-
er caused a chain reaction sending 
power surges knocking out intercon-
nected power companies down the 
East Coast.  The blackout affected 
over 30 million persons, one-sixth of 
the entire U.S. population.  Electricity 
also failed in Ontario and Quebec. 

Nellie Bly:  This newspaper reporter 
set out from New York to beat the 
record of Jules Verne’s imaginary he-
ro Phileas Fogg, who traveled around 
the world in 80 days.. Bly (pen name 
for Elizabeth Cochrane) returned 72 
days later to a tumultuous welcome in 
New York. 

John Peter Zenger:  This New York 
Weekly Journal Publisher was arrest-
ed on November 17, 1734 and charged 
with libeling the colonial governor of 
New York.  In his trial truth was suc-
cessfully used as a defense, a first step 
toward freedom of the press. 

Library is located at 2360 Caniff Avenue, Phone (313) 733-6822 
Or visit its website at http://hamtramck. Lib.mi.us for on line catalog 

Attachments for printing, faxing or scanning send to 
hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com 

November 10, 2023 

Hamtramck Moose 1670 
would like to invite you to a 

Turkey Dinner on 

November 10 
from 4 pm to  8 pm 

Mashed potatoes and gravy, corn, 
and soup $12

9421 Conant • Hamtramck

will “swing Michigan,” and 
that “We have options.”

It isn't clear what exactly 
those options are, political-
ly.

Turanni also said that the 
federal aid package that 
Congress approved, $14 
billion to Israel, is coming 
out of taxpayers’ wallets.

“They’re stealing your tax 
dollars,” Turanni said.

At city hall, co-organiz-
er of the rally, City Coun-
cilmember Khalil Refai, 
said that those who 
showed up are a “bless-
ing,” and that Hamtramck 
being a majority-Muslim 
city with an all-Muslim city 
council and mayor is also a 
“blessing.”

Mayor Ghalib echoed 
what others were calling 
out for: “We want an im-
mediate ceasefire.”

Ghalib went on to say 
how he would react if his 
family came under attack.

“I was raised as a quiet 
kid who doesn’t like to yell 
and scream,” Ghalib said. 
“But if someone came to 
my house and tried to evac-
uate my family from the 
house, and take my land, 
I would respond screaming 
and yelling.”

He continued: “If you 
start killing my children 
in front of my eyes, then 
I will use every means 
available for me to resist. I 
don’t care what names you 
would call me. 

“If you classify a person 
as a terrorist, other peo-
ple in different parts of 
the world consider him as 

a freedom fighter. So not 
everyone agrees with our 
government. …”

The U.S. government 
classifies Hamas as a ter-
rorist organization.

People identifying them-
selves as Hamas leaders 
have recently said on Ara-
bic media outlets that they 
will not cease hostilities 
until Israel is annihilated.

Ghalib said that Biden 
and Netanyahu “are lead-
ing a campaign of lies 
and deception” – espe-
cially in their remarks that 
Hamas beheaded babies 
and raped women “but… 
couldn’t show any evi-
dence.”

Those initial reports 
have come under question 
as to their reliability.

Asked earlier on the day 
of the rally about his com-
ment on Hamas’s role in 
the war with Israel, Ghalib 
told The Review:

“The root cause of all 
the problems there is the 
occupation. This conflict 
will continue for genera-
tions to come and this war 
is only making it more diffi-
cult to solve. 

“A terrorist for someone 
here is called a freedom 
fighter for someone else in 
different part of the world. 
Not everyone shares the 

same view that our govern-
ment believes in. 

“I do believe, like mil-
lions of people around the 
world, that as long as there 
is no justice, there would 
be no peace in that part 
of the world. The power of 
the truth would outlive the 
military power.”

The Jewish organization 
Anti-Defamation League 
(ADL) took exception to 
Ghalib’s response to the 
actions of Hamas.

(According to its web-
site, the ADL mission is 
“to stop the defamation 
of the Jewish people and 
to secure justice and fair 
treatment to all.”)

“The fact that when 
asked about Hamas, Mayor 
Ghalib did not distinguish 
the difference between 
Hamas – a terrorist organi-

zation -- and innocent Pales-
tinians, who are suffering at 
the hands of Hamas, tells 
the real story,” said Carolyn 
Normandin, Regional Direc-
tor of ADL.

“On Oct. 7, Hamas ter-
rorists breached the Gaza 
security fence, entered Is-
rael, and massacred more 
than 1,400 people -- rap-
ing, burning, mutilating, 
and torturing their victims, 
including infants, children, 
pregnant women, the el-
derly, and disabled people. 

“They also took  more 
than 220  hostages back 
to Gaza. Anything that glo-
rifies or justifies the bar-
barism of Oct. 7 cannot 
be seen as a righteous or 
thoughtful way of advanc-
ing a solution for the Pal-
estinians or for Jews in the 
State of Israel.” 

Marching through the streets, protestors 
called for a ceasefire Continued from front page
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In Our Opinion

If you are a regular
reader of this paper, you
will know that Ham-
tramck has rediscovered
an old jewel.

For years, Ham-
tramck’s baseball sta-
dium had fallen into
disrepair. There was
even some occasional
talk about having it torn
down.

But several years ago,
city officials and volun-
teers discovered its his-
torical significance: It
was once home to the
Detroit Stars, a team in
the Negro Baseball
League, back in a time
when African-Americans
could not play in the all-
white Major Leagues.

Fortunately, that racial
barrier was eventually
erased.

The stadium is only
one of five that remain
standing as a testament
to that time. Despite the

racial restrictions, the
Negro League produced
legendary players, like
Detroit’s own Norman
“Turkey” Stearnes.

The stadium’s field
was recently named in
honor of Stearnes.

The stadium is now
being renovated, thanks
to various funding mech-
anisms.

At the urging of City
Councilmember Ian Per-
rotta, who was at the
forefront with others in
researching the sta-
dium’s historical impor-
tance, the council has
tasked the city adminis-
tration with making sure
the stadium and its
grounds are not de-
stroyed.

In the past, the sta-
dium attracted vandal-
ism – including people
driving their cars on the
field, or setting fires in
the grandstands.

The resolution that Per-
rotta introduced requires
the city to assign daily
patrols to the stadium
site. Those patrols, it is
hoped, will deter any fu-
ture destruction, and
safeguard the hundreds
of thousands of dollars
being invested in the fa-
cility.

Hopefully, the stadium
will one day play host to
sporting and entertain-
ment events – and draw
visitors from all over.

The stadium is a
sound investment, and
one that generation of
Hamtramckans will
enjoy.

We also send out a
huge thanks to the good
folks with the Friends of
Historic Hamtramck Sta-
dium and the Ham-
tramck Stadium Grounds
Crew for their tireless
work in preserving this
treasure.

Protecting our stadium
is a sound investment

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR
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In God We Trust
Declaration of Nationality

Notice of Special Appearance : I am that I am: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, in full life, in propria persona,
sui juris, in solo proprio, Haqdar by natural issue, the beneficiary and heir of: ‘‘ COOK, RYAN© ’’,
corp.sole Dba.: ‘‘  RYAN COOK© ’’. Notice of Special Appearance :  I am that I am: ‘‘ Shavonne
Lanise Turner© ”, in full life, in propria persona, sui juris, in solo proprio, Haqdar by natural
issue, the beneficiary and heir of: ‘‘ TURNER, SHAVONNE LANISE© ”, corp.sole Dba.: ‘‘
SHAVONNE LANISE TURNER© ”. Collectively having reached the age of majority, being aborigi-
nal to the northwestern and southwestern shores of Africa, the Atlantic Islands, the continental
Americas, being duly certified, hereby affirms to declare our tribal intention to be as our pedi-
gree subscribes, as: Moorish American(s), but not citizen(s) of the United States. We declare
permanent, and unalienable, allegiance to The Moorish Empire, Societas Republicae Ea Al
Maurikanuus Estados, The Constitution for the united States of America, Article III Section 2,
The Lieber Code, Hague Conventions of 1899 & 1907, The Geneva Conventions, [ United Na-
tions Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples ], and all natural laws governing moors,
and hereby declare and proclaim our nationality in good faith as: Moorish American(s). Any and
all facts contained in this publication, are fully applicable to any and all private tribal issue off-
spring of: Affiants, Nunc pro tunc, not limited to but including : 1. ‘‘ Zallah Swan Indigo Cook©
’’. I am: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, from this day forward, in harmony with my Nationality /Status / Juris-
diction, shall be known as: “ bhagwan ra el© ”. I am: ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise Turner© ’’, from this
day forward, in harmony with my Nationality / Status / Jurisdiction, shall be known as: “
shavonne asherah el© ”. I am: ‘‘ Zallah Swan Indigo Cook© ’’, from this day forward, in har-
mony with my Nationality /Status / Jurisdiction, shall be known as: “ zallah swan indigo el© ”.
Notice of White Flag Surrender: as “hors de combat”, pursuant to The Geneva Conventions, Ar-
ticle III, as a minister of The Moorish Empire, and Internationally Protected Person. Notice of
LAWS AND CUSTOMS OF WAR ON LAND ( HAGUE, IV), ARTICLE: 45, 46, & 47. Notice of Claim
pursuant to Public Law 87-846, TITLE II, SEC. 203. Notice of Bailment Merging of Legal Title
with Equitable Title : This order is to preserve legal and equitable title , and to reserve all
rights, title, and interest, in the property, Re: 1. Michigan Department of Health & Human Serv-
ices, STATE OF MICHIGAN: STATE FILE NUMBER : 0075015, ‘‘ RYAN COOK© ’’, to the depositor:
“ bhagwan ra el© ”, nom deguerre: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’; 2.  Michigan Department of Health &
Human Services, STATE OF MICHIGAN: STATE FILE NUMBER : 0119784. “ SHAVONNE LANISE
TURNER© ”, to the depositor:  “ shavonne asherah el© ”, nom deguerre:  ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise
Turner© ’’. All property of the same issue and amount, in like kind and specie, is to be returned
fully intact , as a Special Deposit order of the Depositor / Beneficiary / Bailor / Donor / Princi-
pal / Creditor: “ bhagwan ra el© ”, nom deguerre: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, for: “ Melanite Star Nation
Trust ”, and or:  “ shavonne asherah el© ”, nom deguerre:  ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise Turner© ’’, for: “
Royal Tribe of Melanite Trust ”, as a special deposit order in lawful money. This special deposit
is to be used exclusively for the benefit of : each respective Trust, an Inter Vivos Unincorpo-
rated Divine Grantor Trust. This deposit is not to be commingled with general assets of any
bank , nor depositary / trustee / agent / bailee / donee / debtor. This deposit is not limited
to, but including: discharge and set off, of any and all outstanding liabilities as accord and sat-
isfaction. Inter alia enact fuit. All Rights Reserved.

ness owners, but Majew-
ski noted that filling out
the required paperwork
can be a challenge.

In order to help out,
Wayne State University
has been hosting webi-
nars to help folks navi-
gate the application. The
next 90-minute seminar is
Sept. 22.

For more information,
go to:
www.eventbrite.com.

Still haven’t filled out
the Census form? Need
some help?

You can stop by city hall
today (Friday, Sept. 18)
anytime from 9 a.m.-3
p.m. for assistance.

The mayor stressed the
importance of house-
holds filling out the forms.

“It affects our funding
and congressional repre-
sentation,” she said.

It’s been reported that
only 56 percent of Ham-
tramck’s households have
submitted their forms –
which is below the state
average.

You know what else
counts?

Your vote, said Majew-
ski, referring to the up-
coming presidential
election on Nov. 3.

Majewski, a Democrat,
said it should be no sur-
prise where her political
support goes.

“Most people know
where I stand on this,”
she said.

There is also still time
to apply for an absentee

ballot, and voters no
longer need to state a
reason for asking for one.

Winding up, Majewski
once again urged resi-
dents to “wear your
mask” when going out in
public.

She also stressed that
businesses need to “do
the right thing,” and obey
mask wearing and keep
enforcing social distanc-
ing.

The country is now six
months into this new pan-
demic lifestyle, and for
many folks, it’s become a
burden in many ways – es-
pecially emotionally.

“Keep our spirits up,”
she said. “Our presence
matters, our voice mat-
ters.”

Mayor stresses the need 
for emotional support 
in these trying times
Continued from page 3

Coming up… At press
time we received this press
release from The Friends of
Historic Hamtramck Sta-
dium.

Here is what they had to
say about the latest devel-
opment at Hamtramck’s
historic baseball stadium:

The Friends of Historic
Hamtramck Stadium is
pleased to announce that
the outfield at Turkey
Stearnes Field at Ham-
tramck Stadium will soon be
open for community play.

The Hamtramck Recre-
ation Department will mark
out a soccer pitch at Ham-
tramck Stadium next week. 

However, the baseball
field is not quite ready for
play yet, as the infield sod
and grass still need two
more weeks to properly
take root.

Therefore, the baseball
diamond will be roped off
until Sept. 29, and we ask
that everyone stay off the
infield grass until then.
There will be an on the field
celebration on Tuesday
Sept. 29 at 4:30 p.m. for
City of Hamtramck officials,
Hamtramck Public Schools
Board of Education mem-
bers, Hamtramck resi-
dents, the Hamtramck
Stadium Grounds Crew,
and the local media. 

The partnership of the
City of Hamtramck, the
Hamtramck Board of Edu-
cation, Wayne County, the
Friends of Historic Ham-
tramck Stadium, DCFC, and
volunteers like the Grounds
Crew is a model that im-
proves the quality of life in
our city. 

FHHS is proud to be a
part of this important work.
We value our partners and

are very excited for Ham-
tramck as we strive to
make this historic site a
must-see destination in
Southeast Michigan.

Moving on… There have
been some personnel
changes lately within the
police department.

It seems like only re-
cently that Sgt. Richard
Seely joined the force, but
now -- after 21 years -- he is
retiring. We wish him well in
the next chapter of his life.

Taking his place as Ser-
geant is Michael Fedenis,
who was sworn in to that
position this week.

Also new to the depart-
ment is Michael Gregg.
Congratulations and good
luck to you.

Heating help… Time is
running out to apply for
Michigan’s Home Heating
Credit, which is offered to
qualified homeowners and

renters.
According to the state

Treasury Department:
“The Home Heating

Credit helps cover utility ex-
penses, leaving more
money available for other
critical needs. It is de-
signed to aid senior citi-
zens; low income, deaf,
disabled or blind persons;
and disabled veterans.”

Home Heating Credit ap-
plications must be received
by Sept. 30.

Typically, people sign up
by filing a Home Heating
Credit application when
completing their individual
income tax return. However,
applicants do not need to
file a state income tax re-
turn to receive this assis-
tance, and may submit the
application only.

The Home Heating Credit
application form can be ob-
tained at  www.michigan.
gov/taxes.  

Continued on page 6

Above: New to the Hamtramck Police Department is officer
Michael Gregg. Below left: Michael Fedenis was recently sworn
in to his new rank of Sergeant. Below right: Sgt. Richard Seely
retired after serving 21 years in the department.
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In Our Opinion

If you are a regular
reader of this paper, you
will know that Ham-
tramck has rediscovered
an old jewel.

For years, Ham-
tramck’s baseball sta-
dium had fallen into
disrepair. There was
even some occasional
talk about having it torn
down.

But several years ago,
city officials and volun-
teers discovered its his-
torical significance: It
was once home to the
Detroit Stars, a team in
the Negro Baseball
League, back in a time
when African-Americans
could not play in the all-
white Major Leagues.

Fortunately, that racial
barrier was eventually
erased.

The stadium is only
one of five that remain
standing as a testament
to that time. Despite the

racial restrictions, the
Negro League produced
legendary players, like
Detroit’s own Norman
“Turkey” Stearnes.

The stadium’s field
was recently named in
honor of Stearnes.

The stadium is now
being renovated, thanks
to various funding mech-
anisms.

At the urging of City
Councilmember Ian Per-
rotta, who was at the
forefront with others in
researching the sta-
dium’s historical impor-
tance, the council has
tasked the city adminis-
tration with making sure
the stadium and its
grounds are not de-
stroyed.

In the past, the sta-
dium attracted vandal-
ism – including people
driving their cars on the
field, or setting fires in
the grandstands.

The resolution that Per-
rotta introduced requires
the city to assign daily
patrols to the stadium
site. Those patrols, it is
hoped, will deter any fu-
ture destruction, and
safeguard the hundreds
of thousands of dollars
being invested in the fa-
cility.

Hopefully, the stadium
will one day play host to
sporting and entertain-
ment events – and draw
visitors from all over.

The stadium is a
sound investment, and
one that generation of
Hamtramckans will
enjoy.

We also send out a
huge thanks to the good
folks with the Friends of
Historic Hamtramck Sta-
dium and the Ham-
tramck Stadium Grounds
Crew for their tireless
work in preserving this
treasure.

Protecting our stadium
is a sound investment
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In God We Trust
Declaration of Nationality

Notice of Special Appearance : I am that I am: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, in full life, in propria persona,
sui juris, in solo proprio, Haqdar by natural issue, the beneficiary and heir of: ‘‘ COOK, RYAN© ’’,
corp.sole Dba.: ‘‘  RYAN COOK© ’’. Notice of Special Appearance :  I am that I am: ‘‘ Shavonne
Lanise Turner© ”, in full life, in propria persona, sui juris, in solo proprio, Haqdar by natural
issue, the beneficiary and heir of: ‘‘ TURNER, SHAVONNE LANISE© ”, corp.sole Dba.: ‘‘
SHAVONNE LANISE TURNER© ”. Collectively having reached the age of majority, being aborigi-
nal to the northwestern and southwestern shores of Africa, the Atlantic Islands, the continental
Americas, being duly certified, hereby affirms to declare our tribal intention to be as our pedi-
gree subscribes, as: Moorish American(s), but not citizen(s) of the United States. We declare
permanent, and unalienable, allegiance to The Moorish Empire, Societas Republicae Ea Al
Maurikanuus Estados, The Constitution for the united States of America, Article III Section 2,
The Lieber Code, Hague Conventions of 1899 & 1907, The Geneva Conventions, [ United Na-
tions Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples ], and all natural laws governing moors,
and hereby declare and proclaim our nationality in good faith as: Moorish American(s). Any and
all facts contained in this publication, are fully applicable to any and all private tribal issue off-
spring of: Affiants, Nunc pro tunc, not limited to but including : 1. ‘‘ Zallah Swan Indigo Cook©
’’. I am: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, from this day forward, in harmony with my Nationality /Status / Juris-
diction, shall be known as: “ bhagwan ra el© ”. I am: ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise Turner© ’’, from this
day forward, in harmony with my Nationality / Status / Jurisdiction, shall be known as: “
shavonne asherah el© ”. I am: ‘‘ Zallah Swan Indigo Cook© ’’, from this day forward, in har-
mony with my Nationality /Status / Jurisdiction, shall be known as: “ zallah swan indigo el© ”.
Notice of White Flag Surrender: as “hors de combat”, pursuant to The Geneva Conventions, Ar-
ticle III, as a minister of The Moorish Empire, and Internationally Protected Person. Notice of
LAWS AND CUSTOMS OF WAR ON LAND ( HAGUE, IV), ARTICLE: 45, 46, & 47. Notice of Claim
pursuant to Public Law 87-846, TITLE II, SEC. 203. Notice of Bailment Merging of Legal Title
with Equitable Title : This order is to preserve legal and equitable title , and to reserve all
rights, title, and interest, in the property, Re: 1. Michigan Department of Health & Human Serv-
ices, STATE OF MICHIGAN: STATE FILE NUMBER : 0075015, ‘‘ RYAN COOK© ’’, to the depositor:
“ bhagwan ra el© ”, nom deguerre: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’; 2.  Michigan Department of Health &
Human Services, STATE OF MICHIGAN: STATE FILE NUMBER : 0119784. “ SHAVONNE LANISE
TURNER© ”, to the depositor:  “ shavonne asherah el© ”, nom deguerre:  ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise
Turner© ’’. All property of the same issue and amount, in like kind and specie, is to be returned
fully intact , as a Special Deposit order of the Depositor / Beneficiary / Bailor / Donor / Princi-
pal / Creditor: “ bhagwan ra el© ”, nom deguerre: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, for: “ Melanite Star Nation
Trust ”, and or:  “ shavonne asherah el© ”, nom deguerre:  ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise Turner© ’’, for: “
Royal Tribe of Melanite Trust ”, as a special deposit order in lawful money. This special deposit
is to be used exclusively for the benefit of : each respective Trust, an Inter Vivos Unincorpo-
rated Divine Grantor Trust. This deposit is not to be commingled with general assets of any
bank , nor depositary / trustee / agent / bailee / donee / debtor. This deposit is not limited
to, but including: discharge and set off, of any and all outstanding liabilities as accord and sat-
isfaction. Inter alia enact fuit. All Rights Reserved.

ness owners, but Majew-
ski noted that filling out
the required paperwork
can be a challenge.

In order to help out,
Wayne State University
has been hosting webi-
nars to help folks navi-
gate the application. The
next 90-minute seminar is
Sept. 22.

For more information,
go to:
www.eventbrite.com.

Still haven’t filled out
the Census form? Need
some help?

You can stop by city hall
today (Friday, Sept. 18)
anytime from 9 a.m.-3
p.m. for assistance.

The mayor stressed the
importance of house-
holds filling out the forms.

“It affects our funding
and congressional repre-
sentation,” she said.

It’s been reported that
only 56 percent of Ham-
tramck’s households have
submitted their forms –
which is below the state
average.

You know what else
counts?

Your vote, said Majew-
ski, referring to the up-
coming presidential
election on Nov. 3.

Majewski, a Democrat,
said it should be no sur-
prise where her political
support goes.

“Most people know
where I stand on this,”
she said.

There is also still time
to apply for an absentee

ballot, and voters no
longer need to state a
reason for asking for one.

Winding up, Majewski
once again urged resi-
dents to “wear your
mask” when going out in
public.

She also stressed that
businesses need to “do
the right thing,” and obey
mask wearing and keep
enforcing social distanc-
ing.

The country is now six
months into this new pan-
demic lifestyle, and for
many folks, it’s become a
burden in many ways – es-
pecially emotionally.

“Keep our spirits up,”
she said. “Our presence
matters, our voice mat-
ters.”

Mayor stresses the need 
for emotional support 
in these trying times
Continued from page 3

Coming up… At press
time we received this press
release from The Friends of
Historic Hamtramck Sta-
dium.

Here is what they had to
say about the latest devel-
opment at Hamtramck’s
historic baseball stadium:

The Friends of Historic
Hamtramck Stadium is
pleased to announce that
the outfield at Turkey
Stearnes Field at Ham-
tramck Stadium will soon be
open for community play.

The Hamtramck Recre-
ation Department will mark
out a soccer pitch at Ham-
tramck Stadium next week. 

However, the baseball
field is not quite ready for
play yet, as the infield sod
and grass still need two
more weeks to properly
take root.

Therefore, the baseball
diamond will be roped off
until Sept. 29, and we ask
that everyone stay off the
infield grass until then.
There will be an on the field
celebration on Tuesday
Sept. 29 at 4:30 p.m. for
City of Hamtramck officials,
Hamtramck Public Schools
Board of Education mem-
bers, Hamtramck resi-
dents, the Hamtramck
Stadium Grounds Crew,
and the local media. 

The partnership of the
City of Hamtramck, the
Hamtramck Board of Edu-
cation, Wayne County, the
Friends of Historic Ham-
tramck Stadium, DCFC, and
volunteers like the Grounds
Crew is a model that im-
proves the quality of life in
our city. 

FHHS is proud to be a
part of this important work.
We value our partners and

are very excited for Ham-
tramck as we strive to
make this historic site a
must-see destination in
Southeast Michigan.

Moving on… There have
been some personnel
changes lately within the
police department.

It seems like only re-
cently that Sgt. Richard
Seely joined the force, but
now -- after 21 years -- he is
retiring. We wish him well in
the next chapter of his life.

Taking his place as Ser-
geant is Michael Fedenis,
who was sworn in to that
position this week.

Also new to the depart-
ment is Michael Gregg.
Congratulations and good
luck to you.

Heating help… Time is
running out to apply for
Michigan’s Home Heating
Credit, which is offered to
qualified homeowners and

renters.
According to the state

Treasury Department:
“The Home Heating

Credit helps cover utility ex-
penses, leaving more
money available for other
critical needs. It is de-
signed to aid senior citi-
zens; low income, deaf,
disabled or blind persons;
and disabled veterans.”

Home Heating Credit ap-
plications must be received
by Sept. 30.

Typically, people sign up
by filing a Home Heating
Credit application when
completing their individual
income tax return. However,
applicants do not need to
file a state income tax re-
turn to receive this assis-
tance, and may submit the
application only.

The Home Heating Credit
application form can be ob-
tained at  www.michigan.
gov/taxes.  

Continued on page 6

Above: New to the Hamtramck Police Department is officer
Michael Gregg. Below left: Michael Fedenis was recently sworn
in to his new rank of Sergeant. Below right: Sgt. Richard Seely
retired after serving 21 years in the department.

Other Voices:  Guest Editorial

Continued on page 4

Continued on page 6

The two are seeking to 
get their appointments 
re-instated as well as fi-
nancial re-imbursement for 
their legal fees, and other 
compensatory costs.

The lawsuit is 22 pages 
long, and includes about 
200 pages of supporting 
documents, including pub-
lic comments made at the 
city council meeting where 
the ban was voted on and 
passed.

Gordon told The Review 
that he has a couple of rea-
sons for filing the lawsuit.

“I’m pissed,” he said 
succinctly.

For the past several 
years Gordon has spear-
headed donation drives to 
pay for the international 
flags that used to be flown 
on the 18 flagpoles on Jos. 
Campau.

That policy changed in 
July when pride flags were 
banned by the mayor and 
city council a few months 
ago amid an outcry from 
some in the community, 
mostly from those of the 
Muslim faith, who objected 
to the pride flag because it 
represented, to them, im-
moral sexual conduct.

The city now only allows 
the American, state, city 
and POW flags to be dis-
played on city property.

At the time, the council 
said it took that action to 
remain “neutral” about the 
pride flag, and other flags 
some consider controver-
sial. Council’s ban is only 
a resolution, not an ordi-
nance or law.

State Attorney General 
Dana Nessel criticized the 
mayor and council for con-
tending their ban is an act 
of neutrality.

At a rally, held several 
months ago in front of city 
hall in protest to the ban, 
Nessel said:

“Banning the Pride flag 
is meant to send the very 
opposite message: a mes-
sage of intolerance, hatred, 

and bigotry. … As it’s said, 
‘In situations of injustice, 
neutrality always favors 
the oppressor, never the 
oppressed.’ And as Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. so apt-
ly observed: ‘The hottest 
place in hell is reserved for 
those who remain neutral 
in times of great moral con-
flict. Anyone who accepts 
evil, without protesting 
against it, is one who coop-
erates with it.’

Nessel added: “And 
make no mistake: ho-
mophobia, transphobia, 
are indeed forms of evil 
just as much as Islam-
ophobia is.”

After the ban was 
passed, Gordon and Stack-
poole raised a pride flag on 
Jos. Campau as an act of 
protest against the ban.

Asked to elaborate on 
his lawsuit, Gordon said “I 
just want the flags back up. 
It’s the right thing to do.”

He conceded it’s possi-
ble the lawsuit “will go no-
where, but we have a pretty 
strong case.”

Stackpoole, who iden-
tifies as being a member 
of the LGBTQ community, 
said “I am a strong believ-
er in separation of church 
and state. The resolu-
tion banning the pride flag 
was passed based on their 
religious views. 

“I did not break the law 
-- they did, by passing an 
unconstitutional resolu-
tion. All residents of Ham-
tramck  should feel rep-
resented and welcome. 
Raise ALL the flags! 

“I hope to get the pride 
flag back up on Jos. Cam-
pau. I want back on the 
Human Relations Commu-
nications, with an apology.”

City Manager Max Garba-
rino declined to comment.

Mayor Ghalib said he is 
not surprised a lawsuit was 
filed.

“This was expected. An-
other unnecessary distrac-
tion by the former power 

structure that doesn't like 
to see the city moving for-
ward. Good things are hap-
pening for the first time in 
decades, such as budget 
surplus and infrastructure 
repair,” Ghalib said.

“This exposes the for-
mer egregious leadership 
failure, therefore they want 
to constantly create obsta-
cles on our way.”

He also added: 
“As commissioners, they 

broke their oath and they 
were in defiance of the 
city's rules and regulations, 
therefore they should be 
held accountable for two 
things: first, taking deci-
sions without having meet-
ings or quorum for the hu-
man relations commission. 

“Second, for putting the 
flag up on city flag pole 
after disallowing that by 
passing resolution 2023-
82 by the city council.”

(You can read Ghalib’s 
entire response to the law-
suit on page 6.)

Digging into the lawsuit, 
here are some highlights:

It was pointed out that, 
at one time, the city gave 
its permission to allow a 
pride flag be flown on a city-
owned flagpole.

Gordon, as chairman of 
the Human Relations Com-
mission, contends that he 
was given sole discretion 
in choosing what flags to 
fly.

According to the law-
suit: “In the course of the 
meeting, several individ-
uals who supported the 
Resolution indicated that 
they supported it based on 
religious grounds, two of 
whom spoke in Arabic, and 
were translated by Mayor 
Ghalib.

“Several commenters in-
dicated that they opposed 
the resolution based on its 
stemming from religious 
convictions.”

“After the public opinion 
segment of the meeting 

City’s pride flag ban being challenged 
on constitutional grounds Cont. from front page

Condolences… A num-
ber of people here in town 
are still reeling from the 
news that Richard “Rocky” 
Radtke died on Tuesday.

He was 62 years old, and 
was long a fixture in Ham-
tramck’s social scene.

He owned Baker’s Street 
Car Bar on Jos. Campau 
for many years.

Radtke had been serving 
in the city code enforce-
ment department, and was 
the department’s Code Su-
pervisor.

On social media, there 
was an outpouring of kind 
comments about his pass-
ing.

The city’s Assistant As-
sessor, Konrad Maziarz, 
had this to say:

“I will miss our conver-
sations at City Hall, and 
your infectious warm per-
sonality that lit up a room. 
You were always someone 
willing to listen to any of 
my (our) issues here and 
someone I loved talking to.

“Your laugh will be 
missed in this build-
ing, zoom meetings and 
throughout the city. …

“RIP Rocky, you will be 
severely missed by all 
those that knew you.”

You can read about his 
funeral service information 
and obituary on page 5.

Celebrity spotting… 
Polonia restaurant, which 
is owned by the publish-
er of this paper, hosted a 
visit by famed chef Keith 
Famie, who has added an 
additional career, that of a 
documentary filmmaker – 
and an award-winning one 
at that.

Keith was in town last 
Friday to interview folks 
about St. Florian Church 
-- and maybe even expand 
what he was experienc-
ing into something more. 
Hamtramck does have 
that spell on people.

We reminded Keith of his 
last filming visit to Ham-
tramck, oh, about 18-or-so 
years ago, when he was 
doing a documentary on 
the Polish community in 
the metro area.

He hosted a press get-to-
gether at a Thai restaurant 
on Jos. Campau that is 
now, unfortunately, long 
gone. That’s when he of-
fered a drink from a gallon 

jug of Vietnamese home-
made liquor -- he had just 
come back from doing a 
documentary there -- made 
with (brace yourself) ven-
omous snakes (dead obvi-
ously) coiled up in the bot-
tom of the jug.

This brave and intrepid 
reporter (ahem) was of-
fered a sip, and in doing his 
journalistic duty, obliged.

Long story made short, I 
(Charles Sercombe) didn’t 
die. Upshot: it tasted like 
Jack Daniels whiskey.

When reminded of that, 
Famie volunteered that he 
still has that jug, still filled 
with the snake liquor and 
dead snakes (from which, 
by the way, the snake ven-
om has been removed be-
fore the making of it. Or, so 
we think).

Asked if he still samples 
some, he said: “No way, 
it’s gross.”

Oh, really?

What does it mean?… 
You have probably heard 
the chant that appears at 
many pro-Palestine rallies 
that goes like this:

“From the river to the 
sea, Palestine will be free.”

So what does this mean 
exactly?

There is no clear con-
sensus, and it appears to 
have a double meaning -- 
depending, of course, on 
who you ask.

The American Jewish 
Committee, a global advo-
cacy organization for the 

Jewish people, says it’s 
a call “for the establish-
ment of a State of Pales-
tine from the Jordan River 
to the Mediterranean Sea, 
erasing the State of Israel 
and its people.”

According to the 2017 
constitution of Hamas, it 
means: “Hamas rejects 
any alternative to the full 
and complete liberation of 
Palestine, from the river to 
the sea.”

On Oct. 7, Hamas fight-
ers killed about 1,400 Is-
raelis in a brutal raid that 
has now sparked a ground 
invasion into Gaza by the 
Israeli military. Now, over 
the past few weeks, it’s 
been reported that 10,000 
Palestinians have been 
killed.

Others say the slogan 
has nothing to do with 
annihilating Israel, and 
that those insisting on 
that meaning are “Islamo-
phobes.”

The Palestinian-Amer-
ican writer Yousef Mu-
nayyer said, in 2021, that 
the saying simply means: 
“Palestinians can live in 
their homeland as free 
and equal citizens, neither 
dominated by others, nor 
dominating them.”

 
Photo exhibit… One of 

our favorite photographers, 
Suraj Bhamra, who had a 
column in our pages, has a 
new exhibit of his photos.

There’s an opening re-
ception on Nov. 17, from 
5 - 8 p.m., at the A. Alfred 
Taubman Center for De-
sign Education, 460 West 
Baltimore in Detroit).

The exhibit is called “A 
Figure Creeping up the Em-
bankment Exhibition.”

Here’s what the gallery 
has to say about his latest 
work:

“Photographer Suraj 
Bhamra reflects on a de-
cade of photographs made 
in Hamtramck, Michigan. 

These photographs serve 
not only as a document 
tied to an epoch in time, 
colorized by a national 
miasma that leaves us 
wondering who we are and 
what will become of us, 
but also as a diary that al-
lows Bhamra to narrate his 
personal life in the form of 
vignettes existing in a larg-
er body of work.”

Can’t wait to see the 
works on the wall!

By Greg Kowalski
  Going through a box 

of material donated to 
the museum recently, I 
came upon a diary of high 
school girl from the mid-
1930s. It wasn't intensely 
personal; it was more like 
a calendar of daily activi-
ties she was involved in.

But it was pretty impres-
sive. 

Her days were filled 
with school events and af-
ter-school things that oc-
cupied her time. She was 
one busy girl.

I can justify this belated 
eavesdropping by noting 
that this was an informa-
tive and valuable portal to 
the past. It gives us, to-
day, a detailed view of an 
aspect of both her life and 
the community in which 
she lived. 

Aside from a refresh-
ing lack of any mention of 
Facebook or social media 

of any sort (or even TV), 
it painted a picture of her 
daily life nearly a century 
ago. At the time she wrote 
it, she probably never 
imagined that this would 
become an important his-
torical document, but it 
did.

That is why the Ham-
tramck Historical Muse-
um keeps urging people 
of any age to write down 
the stories of their lives. It 
may not seem meaningful 
at the time to do so, but it 
is important. In fact, it is 
more important than ever. 

As you can read in the 
article above, The Ham-
tramck Explorer website 
has been launched. This 
cooperative project -- be-
ing done by Wayne State 
University, Michigan Tech-
nological University and 
the Hamtramck Historical 
Museum -- has seen cre-
ated an interactive map of 

this city.
The goal is to gather, 

and then present,  every 
bit of information there 
is to know about sites in 
Hamtramck. In the pro-
cess, we will build an in-
credible historical picture 
of the city.

You can help. 
We want to include per-

sonal stories linked to the 
map. This is vital, because 
a city really isn't made of 
buildings - it is made up 
of people. The structures 
are essential, but at the 
same time incidental. It's 
the people who are the 
soul of a city. 

Write down your memo-
ries of Hamtramck, even 
if they stretch no farther 
back in time than yester-
day. Send them to the 
museum, either by email - 
hamtramckhistory@gmail.
com -- or by regular mail to 

Your history is Hamtramck's history 

Documentary filmmaker Keith Famie (left) recently visited Polo-
nia Restaurant while in the process of making a new documen-
tary on St. Florian Church. That’s Polonia owner John Ulaj posing 
with Famie.
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YOUR AD HERE
(313) 874-2100

Furnished apartment, 1 
BR, for rent, plus two sin-
gle furnished rooms to 
rent, call 313-434-9759. 
11/10

Single family, 2-bed-
room, 1 full bath, forced 
air heat, $750/month, no 
pets. Preferred working 
person or student, 313-
415-0108. 11/10

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

Deadline for 
classifieds for 
next week is 
Thursday at 

Noon
Call 

(313) 874-2100 
to place your ad 

Place an 
Ad in 

The Review 
Today

Call 
(313) 874-2100

Advertisers should check their 
ad following first publication. 
The newspaper shall not be 
liable for failure to publish an 
ad, for a typographic error or 
errors in publication except to 
the extent of the cost of the ad 
for the first day’s insertion. Ad-
justments for errors is limited 
to the cost of that portion of the 
ad wherein the error occurred. 
We reserve the right to classify, 
revise or reject any classified 
advertisement.
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11413 Joseph Campau,
no pets, 1 BR., living rm.,
kitchen, new washer +
dryer, stove + fridge, free
heat + water, one or two
people only, 313-402-
4488. 8/14 

Hamtramck, 1 br., all utili-
ties included, plus inter-
net. Also, share an
apartment, furnished, all
utilities included, internet
and cable, 313-434-
9759. 9/11

Room for rent, utilities in-
cluded, no pets, 313-290-
1095. 9/25

1 furnished room for rent,
all utilities included,
$300/mo. + $450 secu-
rity deposit, call 313-368-
2164. 9/25

3869 Fredro, single fam-
ily, 1 bedroom, call Palo or
Dianne, 248-818-6542,
248-818-8378.

13446 Dwyer, single fam-
ily, 3 bedrooms, call Palo
or Dianne, 248-818-
6542, 248-818-8378.

12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 5
BR, upper and lower each
have kitchen, bath, dining
and living rm, Palo and
Diane 248-659-2325.

Hamtramck, 3279 Hanley,
$600/mo. + dep., new
floors, new windows, 313-
312-6576. 9/18

Hamtramck, 3781 Hanley
$600/mo. + dep., new
floors, new windows, 313-
312-6576. 9/18

Detroit, 3904 Eldridge, 2
family, garage, lower level,
2 br., living, dining,
kitchen. Upstairs 1 br., liv-
ing rm., kitchen, 586-634-
2502.

-

Newly remodeled ready to
move in, new floors, new
lighting, walls and bath-
room, great for retail or of-
fice, for rent, 1,000 sq. ft.
11808 North Jos. Cam-
pau, Hamtramck, 586-
222-7304. 9/25

Tire Tech/Tire Repair, ex-
perienced preferred, up to
$15/hr. with experience,
40 hrs. plus O/T, health
insurance available, paid
holidays, if interested,
apply in person: (located
at corner Conant/Davi-
son) Sucher Tire Service
Inc., 3641 E. Davison St.,
Detroit, MI 48212. 9/11 

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING  
(313) 365-8630

12
/3

1/
20

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HOME IMPROVEMENTPLUMBINGHEATING & COOLING

Service Directory

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

POWDER COATING

PAINTING

BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

ESTIMATES

Celebrating
52 Years of

Service!

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

� Fast Same Day Service �
10% Discount

Off Labor on Any Plumbing, 
Heating, Air Conditioning or Sewer
Cleaning Job, Installation or Repair.

Not valid with any other offer.

— COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS —
Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving 

Hamtramck Since 1969
Licensed & Insured 

Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation • Repairs

Furnace
Start-Up
Must present coupon at the time of estimate. With coupon. Exp. 12-31-20

Must present coupon at the time of 
estimate. With coupon. Expires 12-31-20.

Must present coupon at the time of 
estimate. With coupon. Expires 12-31-20.

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

$175

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

$1075
Upgrades extra

Furnace & 
Boilers, Heating

Air 
Conditioning

Freon Recharge
Sewer & Drain

Cleaning

$89
Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

HOUSE
FOR RENT

Advertisers should check their ad
following first publication. The
newspaper shall not be liable for
failure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publica-
tion except to the extent of the cost
of the ad for the first day’s inser-
tion. Adjustments for errors is lim-
ited to the cost of that portion of
the ad wherein the error occurred.
We reserve the right to classify,
revise or reject any classified ad-
vertisement.

Let Our 
Service 

Directory 
Do the Work 

For You! 
Call Dave 

(313) 
874-2100

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log

covers Sept. 8-14.
Tuesday, Sept. 8

• A resident reported
being assaulted by two
suspects at Dan and Jos.
Campau.

• A suspicious situation
was reported at Veterans
Park.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested by Highland Park
police for being wanted on
a Hamtramck warrant.
Wednesday Sept. 9

• A resident of Warren
reported that his vehicle
was stolen while it was
parked on Edwin St.

• A resident of Norwalk
St. reported a theft.

• An agent for a busi-
ness in the 9000 block of
Jos. Campau reported that
a customer purchased an
item using counterfeit
money.

• A resident was ar-
rested for assault with in-
tent to murder after a foot
chase in the area of De-
quindre and 7 Mile.

• A resident was ar-
rested for an assault that
occurred in the 2700 block
of Danforth St.

• A resident was ar-
rested for an assault that
happened in the 3300
block of Norwalk St.

• A resident reported a
suspicious situation on
Poland St.
Thursday, Sept. 10

• Detroit police reported
that they recovered a car
stolen out of Hamtramck.
Friday, Sept. 11

• No incident report was
available for this date.
Saturday, Sept. 12

• At about 12:30 a.m., a
resident of Hazel Park was
arrested in the 5000 block
of Trowbridge St. for ob-
structing officers.

• At about 5 a.m., a De-
troit resident was arrested
for carrying a concealed
gun without a permit.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested in the 12000
block of Conant Ave. for
being disorderly.

• A resident reported
that there was a suspi-
cious incident in the 2200
block of Evaline St.

• A resident was ar-
rested in the 2300 block
of Andrus St. for domestic
assault.

Continued on page 8

RETAIL/OFFICE
SPACE FOR RENT

Deadline for classifieds
for next week is 
Thursday at Noon

Call (313) 874-2100 

ROOM
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR SALE

HELP
WANTED

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1964

11653 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HEATING & COOLING PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

PAINTING
Celebrating
54 Years of

Service!

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

H Fast Same Day Service H

Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units
www.HeaneyPlumbing.com

Service • Installation • Repairs

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

$1495 

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING 
(313) 365-8630

1
2
/3

1
/2

3

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Senior Discount 10%

Must present coupon at time of estimate. 
With coupon. Expires 11-30-23.

Must present coupon at time of estimate. 
With coupon. Expires 11-30-23.

Vince 
586-838-7598

Painting and Drywall Repair

Free Estimates 10% DISCOUNT
Off Labor on Any Plumbing, Heating, 

Air Conditioning or Sewer Cleaning Job, 
Installation or Repair.

Not valid with any other offer.

$225
— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

Furnaces, 
Boilers, 

Heating, 
Sewer & Drain 

Cleaning

 Heating
 Service 

Call
Cleaning & Repairs Extra

$99
Must present coupon at time of estimate. With coupon. 

Expires 11-30-23.

f

f

Proudly Serving Hamtramck Since 1969  •  Licensed & Insured

Excavating • Sinks • Faucets 
• Air Conditioners 

• Hydro-Jetters • Laundry Tubs 
• Sump Pumps

PLUMBING & HEATING

Upgrades & Permits Extra

 
 

 

Hamtramck Public TV-19 
Broadcasting on Comcast Channel 19 

In the Hamtramck area 

What’s on this coming week? 
General Election results for November 2023, 
Bruce Harkness Photography Presentation, 

Exclusive Conversation with Mayor Amer Ghalib, 
ESL Classes for the 2023-24 school year 

Local events, Library programs,  
Interviews, Council meeting highlights,   

Evenings with authors, and more….. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

BECOME A LOCAL REPORTER:  If you know how to 
take photos or make film clips on your phone, you 
can download them to Hamtramck TV along with a 

news story, to be aired the same day.  Send in event 
announcements, comments to city officials, facts you 

want to share with the community, etc. 
 

Hamtramck Public TV is broadcasting from 
Hamtramck Public Library 

On Comcast Channel 19 and streaming on 
YouTube Live (24/7) Google “Hamtramck Public 

TV”, and click on link “Hamtramck Public TV” 
Or go to YouTube; Hamtramck Public TV; 

Hamtramck Public Library; videos 
 

To place community announcement 
call the Library at 313-733-6822 

Or email: HamtramckTV@gmail.com 
Announcements submitted by 10 am  
Will go on air the same day (evening)  

November 10, 2023 

YOUR AD HERE
(313) 874-210

HOUSE
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR SALE

YOUR AD HERE
(313) 874-210

School BellSchool Bell

about 23-percent of the 
voters turned out.

There was only one fe-
male candidate, Lynn Bla-
sey (who was also the only 
LGBTQ candidate), and 
she came in fourth place.

A number of her support-
ers urged others to plunk 
for Blasey, which means 
to vote for just one per-
son, but that strategy still 
failed.

Blasey previously ran 
for council unsuccessful-
ly. She took her defeat in 
stride.

“I ran as an exploration 
of a different way that I 
could serve the commu-
nity, and I will continue to 
serve Hamtramckans in 
meaningful ways.,” Blasey 
told The Review.

Here is the breakdown of 
how the votes went:

Mohammed Hassan – 
1,618 (21.91%)

Mohammed Alsomiri – 
1,309 (17.73%)

Muhtasin Sadman – 
1,238 (16.76%)

Lynn Blasey – 1,156 
(15.655)

Nayeem Choudhury – 
1,118 (15.14 %)

Nasr Hussain – 887 
(12.01%)

Hussain was one of the 
most outspoken candi-
dates in this election.

He waged an aggressive 
social media campaign, 
promising to seek an end 
to the city income tax, stop 
what he called “selective” 
code enforcement, end the 
use of the new parking me-
ters in the business dis-
trict, and change the route 
of the bike lane on Jos. 
Campau in the southend, 
among other issues.

He further urged voters 
to reject the school mill-
age renewal, and said that 
he would work against 
any other proposed tax in-
creases.

Hussain also drew fire 

for making comments 
about Jews being perse-
cuted back during the Ho-
locaust for the actions be-
ing taken today by modern 
Israelis in Gaza. He is an 
appointee of Mayor Amer 
Ghalib, who said he would 
not remove Hussain from 
the Plan Commission, de-
spite having removed oth-
er appointees with whom 
he disagreed.

At this point, it is un-
known what the school 
district will do now that 
voters have twice rejected 
its millage renewal, which 
would have raised about 
$750,000 a year for the 
next 10 years.

That money was strictly 
earmarked for the upkeep 
and maintenance of school 
buildings. The district did 
not organize a campaign 
committee to push for the 
millage.

The district distributed a 
brochure pointing out what 
the tax money had been 
used for in the last 10 
years and what it would be 
used in the future, but that 
brochure was only distrib-
uted among students in-
stead of being mailed out 
to each house in the city, 
according to sources.

Hamtramck Public 
School District Superinten-
dent Jaleelah Ahmed did 
not respond to The Review 
for comment on the mill-
age defeat, nor has she 
responded to other prior 
requests for comment.

As for the three charter 
revision proposals, it’s un-
known if the city council 
will try again in a future 
election.

Tuesday’s weather initial-
ly made for a pleasant day 
for voters, with some sun 
and warmish temperatures 
in the 50s in the morning, 
but then things grew nota-
bly colder by the day’s end.

An election for the history 
books Continued from front page

Hamtramck High 
School

Last Friday, students in 
the school’s Social Justice 
Club sponsored a rally in 
support of Palestine.

About 50 students par-
ticipated in the rally, and 
marched through part of 
the city. As they marched, 
they chanted a pro-Pales-
tine slogan:

“From the river to the 
sea, Palestine will be 
free.”

Students on high 
schools and college cam-
puses have been holding 
similar rallies, in light of 

Israel’s retaliatory mili-
tary action in Gaza. The 
Israeli military action was 
prompted by the Oct. 7 
attack on the Israelis by 
Hamas.

On that date, Hamas, 
which is considered a ter-
rorist organization by the 
U.S. government, invaded 
Israel and killed 1,400 
people, additionally taking 
over 200 hostages, some 
of which are Americans.

According to some 
sources, it is estimated 
upward of 10,000 Pales-
tinians have since been 
killed in the Israeli military 
response.

9525 Jos. Campau, Ham-
tramck, MI 48212.

We did this to  a degree 
last year, as the city cele-
brated its 100th anniver-
sary. But now this project 
takes on greater signifi-
cance with The Hamtramck 
Explorer. With it, your mem-
ories will become part of 
the preserved history of 
Hamtramck.

By doing that, you will 

leave a legacy for future 
generations of Hamtramck-
ans. The young lady who 
wrote that diary surely nev-
er imagined she was doing 
that. But you can take pride 
in knowing that you are pre-
serving Hamtramck's histo-
ry -- as well as our own.

(Mr. Kowalski is the Exec-
utive Director of the Ham-
tramck Historical Museum.)

Your history is Hamtramck's 
history  Continued from page 3
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WELCOME ON BOARD
 FLIGHTS STARTING FROM NOV 15TH

CIUBA 
Thomas Ci-

uba, 73, died 
October 31, 
2023.

Thomas was 
the husband of the dear 
Patricia (nee Czarnik); 
brother of Sylvia (Larry) 
Nowakowski and Cynthia 
(Roman) Welyczkowsky 
and the late Arlene Wolf 
and John Jr.  Tom is also 
survived by his niece Lori 
(Cass), Donna (Donald), 
and Robbie.

Tom served in the Unit-
ed States Navy during the 
Vietnam War and then 
worked and retired from 
the City of Hamtramck, 
working various posi-
tions.   A Memorial Mass 
was held November 9, 
2023, at St. Ladislaus 
Catholic Church, Ham-
tramck MI. Inurnment 
followed Mass at Great 
Lakes National Cemetery, 
Holly MI. 

LETKOWSKI
R i c h a r d 

“Gus” Letkow-
ski, 82, died 
November 6, 
2023.

Richard was the brother 
of Judith (the late Tom) 
Nowakowski and Michael 
(Regina).  Gus is also sur-
vived by a niece and neph-
ew; by his dear friends 
Pat Frick, Mike Spavale, 
and Mike Myroniuk.

Visitation is Thursday, 
November 9, 2023, from 

2 – 8 p.m., with prayers 
at 7 p.m. at Jurkiewicz & 
Wilk Funeral Home, 2396 
Caniff, Hamtramck MI 
48212.

RADTKE
R i c h a r d 

“Rocky” Radt-
ke, 62, died 
November 7, 
2023.  Richard 

was the son of the late 
Maria and Bo; brother 
and best friend of Mark 
(Jean); uncle of Joshua.

Rocky was a dear friend 
to many.   He was the 
former owner of Baker’s 
Streetcar Bar which was 
renowned for the Alley 
Cow Grill. He was also a 
paramedic and most re-
cently worked for the City 
of Hamtramck.  He had a 
love of entertaining and 
cooking and would watch 
cooking shows for new 
ideas.   He also enjoyed 
singing a tune or three 
or four when drinks were 
rolling at the bar.

Rocky’s stature was big, 
and you could hear his 

laugh a mile away, but his 
huge heart dwarfed his 
appearance and made 
you love him even more.

Rocky’s Christmas Party 
at Bakers always raised 
money and donations for 
the Michigan Anti Cruelty 
Society.  In lieu of flowers, 
please make donations in 
Rocky’s name to them at 
https://macsshelter.org/
donate/

Visitation is Friday, No-
vember 17, 2023, from 1 
– 9 p.m.  Prayers TBD at 
Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral 
Home, 2396 Caniff, Ham-
tramck MI 48212.   He 
will lie in state Saturday, 
November 18, 2023, at 
9:30 a.m. until the time 
of the funeral Mass at 10 
a.m. at St. Florian Catho-
lic Church, 2626 Poland, 
Hamtramck MI 48212.  

Entombment will be at 
Mount Olivet Cemetery in 
Detroit MI. 

SATURDAY, Nov. 11, 2-4 p.m. -- Take-out only Soup 
Kitchen at Holy Cross P.N.C. Church, 2311 Pulaski 
at Fleming. Everyone is welcome!
SATURDAY, Nov. 18, 3:30-5:30 p.m. -- Drive-thru 
Take-out Polish Dinner at Holy Cross P.N.C. Church, 
2311 Pulaski at Fleming. $13 Adult/$6 Child 12 
& under. Menu: Pork Chop, Kielbasa, Pierogi/sour 
cream, Sauerkraut, Mashed Potatoes/Gravy, Des-
sert. Cars will be staged in parking lot for delivery 
in front of church.

Coming Events
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W e  m ay  h av e  m o v e d  o n  
b u t  C O V I D - 1 9  h a s  n o t.  

1.866.610.3885
WAYNECOUNTY.COM/COVID19

G E T  VA C C I N A T E D .

G E T  B O O S T E D .

S TA Y  U P  T O  D A T E .

Public Health  

Annual
Turkey Dinner 

Sunday, November 12
10:30am • Dinner Noon – 3pm 

~ Carry-Outs Available ~ 
Games of Chance, Raffle, Jewelry Booth

Transfiguration Social Hall
St. John Paul II Parish • 5830 Simon K, Detroit

Guarded Parking
Adults $18 • Children Ages 5-12 $10

Reserved Seating for 4 or More 
Advanced Ticket Purchase Encouraged

Call Parish Office 313-305-7394 or 
Irene 586-946-1934

was concluded, the Coun-
cilmembers offered their 
opinions. The Mayor Pro 
Temp, Councilman Mo-
hammed Hassan, gave a 
fervent and impassioned 
explanation of the meaning 
of democracy, invoking the 
famous words from Presi-
dent Lincoln’s Gettysburg 
Address, “Of the people, by 
the people, for the people.’

“He stated: ‘I am of the 
people. I am elected by the 
people, okay? And I am for 
the people. So, what I’m 
doing … what I’m doing be-
cause I’m elected, I am of 
the people and by the peo-
ple elected, I’m working for 
the people.’ 

“In that case, since 77% 

of the Hamtramck resi-
dents who offered their 
opinions during the public 
statement segment of the 
meeting opposed the Res-
olution, he should have vot-
ed to reject the Resolution. 
He did not.”

Councilmember Nayeem 
Choudhury dialed into the 
religious aspect, saying, at 
a council meeting, accord-
ing to the lawsuit:

“But here’s the thing, 
folks. You guys are wel-
come to the community. 
You guys welcome to walk 
to the restaurants, walk 
to the grocery store. Why 
do we have to have a flag 
flown in the city property 
to be represented? You’re 

City’s pride flag ban being challenged on 
constitutional grounds Cont. from front page

already represented. We 
already know who you are, 
and we don’t have any 
hate or any discrimination 
against that. We get along 
very well. 

“By making this bigotry, 
making this scene, it's mak-
ing like you wanted to hate 
us. It’s you versus others. 
It’s not that. It's everyone 
included. … But the com-
munity as a whole has this 
respect that we are raising 
family. We’re doing our best 
to support the community.

“Therefore, you are not 
unwelcome. You are wel-
come here. But we have to 
respect the religions. We 
have to respect the peo-
ple around here. Schools,-
mosques, churches. I won’t 
take any longer than this. 
It’s been a long night. But I 
welcome every one of you.”

Also according to the law-
suit: “Hamtramck’s Resolu-
tion 2023-82 is not content 
neutral, because it permits 
the display of the Prisoner 
Of War flag and nations’ 
flags which represent the 
international character of 
the City, but prohibits dis-
playing all other flags which 
convey a different mes-
sage. The Resolution there-
fore violates the Freedom 
of Speech provision of the 
First Amendment and is un-
constitutional.”

“The Establishment 
Clause of the First Amend-
ment prohibits any govern-
mental entity from enacting 
any statute, ordinance, res-
olution or policy in order to 
accommodate the religious 
beliefs of its citizenry.”

“The statement in Reso-
lution 2023-99 that by rais-
ing the Pride flag on the flag 
pole on Joseph Campau 
Ave. Stackpoole did not 
maintain the respect and 
dignity of the rule of law is 
false, defamatory, and con-
stitutes libel per se under 
Michigan law. 

“By opposing the un-
constitutional Resolution, 
Stackpoole was maintain-
ing the respect and dignity 
of the Michigan Constitu-
tion, and of the rule of law. 
It was the Councilmen who 
voted in favor of the un-
constitutional Resolution 
who failed to maintain the 
respect and dignity of the 
rule of law.”

On social media there 
was the usual back and 
forth between opposing 
sides.

Former City Councilmem-
ber Phillip Kwik said, on the 
Facebook Page Hamtramck 
Square, that he hopes 
“They (Gordon and Stack-
poole) sue Hamtramck out 
of existence. Long past 
time the city should be part 
of Detroit.

Nasr Hussain, who lost 
his bid on Tuesday to be 
elected to city council, said 
this lawsuit is basically 
sour grapes.

“Guess Cathy Stackpoole 
and Russ Gordon don't like 
… the fact that the city is 
thriving. They are an exam-
ple of the people who kept 
Hamtramck near bankrupt-
cy for decades,” he said.

The Review reached out 
to Mayor Amer Ghalib re-
garding a lawsuit filed in 
federal court challenging 
the city’s pride flag ban and 
the firing of two mayoral ap-
pointees.

Here’s his response:
“This was expected. An-

other unnecessary distrac-
tion by the former power 
structure that doesn't like 
to see the city moving for-
ward. Good things are hap-
pening for the first time in 
decades such as budget 
surplus and infrastructure 
repair. 

“This exposes the for-
mer egregious leadership 
failure, therefore they want 
to constantly create obsta-
cles on our way. The neu-
trality resolution is legal 
and constitutional. The city 
doesn't discriminate, or 
give any preferential treat-
ment to any group. 

“The taxpayer govern-
ment buildings or spaces 
belong to everyone and 
cannot be used by specific 
group to promote special 
interest group's agenda. 
The city isn't being selec-
tive on which flag it can fly, 
like it was the case with 
Shurtleff  v. Boston, in 
which the Supreme Court 
ruled against the city's se-
lective enforcement. 

“This is different, the 
city decided to keep gov-
ernment properties neu-
tral and no group would 
be allowed to fly any kind 
of flags other than what's 
specified in the resolution. 

“They mentioned on 
the lawsuit details, that in 

2021, the art and culture 
commission took permis-
sion from the city council 
to fly the flag in front of city 
hall, but in 2022, after the 
leadership was changed, 
one person decided to 
move on with the decision 
ignoring the city council 
and the new Mayor. 

“What was changed for 
them to change the whole 
process and not to get that 
same permission and let 
the council vote on it like 
they did in 2021! 

“The fact that the dys-
functional human rela-
tions commission used to 
do things the wrong way 
during the former leader-
ship, doesn't mean that 
they could continue to do it 
without having a quorum or 
even a meeting! Not under 
my leadership. 

“By just saying, that is 
the way they used to do it 
during the former adminis-
tration, isn't a valid argu-
ment. One person cannot 
undermine the power of 
the mayor and council. 

“As commissioners, 
they broke their oath and 
they were in defiance of 
the city's rules and reg-
ulations, therefore they 
should be held account-
able for two things: first, 
taking decisions without 
having meetings or quorum 
for the human relations 
commission. 

“Second, for putting the 
flag up on city flag pole 
after disallowing that by 
passing resolution 82 by 
the city council.”

Mayor Ghalib responds 
to pride flag lawsuit


