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Quick Hits

There’s

more to do at
city hall

By Charles Sercombe

City Hall has a new
service it's offering: It’s
become an art gallery, of
sorts.

In a project that start- [
ed out as an idea by City
Manager Max Garbarino, |
city hall is now display- | #=4
ing, on its first floor, art [MAEE
created by local artists. [

By John Ulaj
Review Publisher

It's no secret that the world is in turmoil in
many places — The Ukraine, the Gaza Strip
and West Bank, South Sudan, the Venezue-
la-Guyana border, and many other areas are

“We're interested in [= experiencing war, strife, famine, misery, or,
helping our local artists : : . ., as with China and Taiwan, building
succeed,” Garbarino 3 S APy, i i == up toward what may seem as inevi-
said, in a press release. oy - (t table and imminent conflict.

“As an added bonus to | In our cherished homeland, Amer-
that, we believe display- [ ica, is caught up in fierce political divi- CHRISTMAS IS A TIME
ing the art in the city hall [ sion, to the point that some are OF REST AND CALM, NOT
will give our residents losing faith in government. ONE OF A FRENZIED STATE OF MIND.
something to look at and Christmas time, at its Christmas is a reminder that God understands
appreciate while they are [ heart, is a time for peace, the pain and sufferings of us all, and He became
visiting us. We hope that family, warmth and reflection. It Man to demonstrate his power and uncondition-
it would actually become is a time to celebrate the Savior, al love - his ultimate gift to humanity, giving us
an attraction for the city § even as we mingle with our fa- all another chance to come to Him. That whoso-
as well. It’'s a win-win on vorite people - family, friends, ever believeth in him shall not perish but have
all levels.” _ and all of our loved ones. everlasting life.

So far, three local art- It is not supposed to be We live in a world where living in the present is
ists are displaying their ; about frenzied and frazzled often overshadowed by concern about our future
works: Emily Wood, Kate 8 5 mental states, urgent and stress- years ahead.

Murphy and Dennis Or- | ful shopping mall excursions, or Stay in the precious present moment. We tend
lowski, with more artists [} the like. Jesus cherished peace, to think that man is in control of the world, and
coming soon. : = = _ o ] i and He carried it with  that he has the final say. But then, we're remind-

Omar Thabet, the city’s iy . 3 e Him like ed of God's loving dominion by the book of Dan-

goes into an unsalvag
able tailspin.

Governments through-
out the world can only
dream of one day bring-
ing balance and civility to
the world order. As Chris-
tians, we need a pause
| from life’s distresses, and
to keep our eyes focused
on our true calling.

Administrative General- [z Cat gy e SRt 3 it lamp iel, 4:17, where it is stated “that the most High
ist, said the goal of the : s T & wherever ruleth in the kingdom of men. And giveth it to
program is “to make the he went. whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the

If there was basest of men.”
ever a time It was once famously said by Benja-
right for su- min Franklin that God must be applying
pernatural in- His will in the unfolding of American
tervention, it is history: “The longer | live,” he said to
now - before the world his fellow delegates during a debate
in Philadelphia, “the more convinc-
ing Proofs | see this Truth, that

city hall a more vibrant § 517
place for residents, all (==
while supporting local
artists.” i

City Clerk Rana Faraj (&&=
agreed, saying:

“Art has the incredi-
ble power to weave the [
vibrant tapestry of our
community, and the lo-
cal artists of Hamtramck (@
have beautifully enriched (¥
City Hall with their cre- . 3
ative expressions. L, £

“Their work not only |
adds visual splendor f
but also reflects the di- [Lss
Continued on page 2

Continued on page 4

Beer,

Wine and
Spirits Stuffed Cabbage, Pierogies,

o Crepes, Potato Pancakes, /& :
. City Chicken, Pork Chops, &
- Vegetarian Plates and

Homemade Soups:

Authentic Polish Food Dill Pickle & Cabbage.

Enjoy Our Polish Classics:

, Closed Christmas Eve \ Ly ; :
BANQUET HALL 2934 Yemans * Hamtramck * 313-873-8432 Don’t forget to try our Dec. 24-26 Reopens FREE PARKING
and CATERING www.polonia-restaurant.net Find Us on Facebook! homemade sausage. Wednesday, Dec. 27 Dec. 18 - Jan. 1
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Take a look back on the first six months of the year

JANUARY

In an expected move, a
majority of city councilmem-
bers, along with the mayor,
voted in favor of allowing
ritual animal slaughtering to
be conducted at homes.

The council had been

By Charles Sercombe

Well, here we are at the
end of 2023.

With the year largely in
our review mirror, we once
again follow our tradition of
presenting a two-part “Year
in Review.”

This week, we’ll take a
look back at the first six
months of 2023.

What a year is was.

wrestling with this issue for
several months.

The practice of animal
slaughtering is allowed in
the context of a religious ob-

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972 '

Best quality for the
best prices.

Walk-Ins Welcome!

Call for Hours

9517 Jos. Campau * Hamtramck
586-879-8058 Call for Appt.

It’s Time to Pray,

Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Sunday, December 24th, Holy Mass 9:00
4th Sunday in Advent - Christmas Eve

Dec 25 — Christmas Day Solemnity of the
Nativity of our Lord
Shepherds Mass (Pasterka) 12 Midnight
Holy Mass 9 am
Dec 26 — Feast of St. Stephen, Proto-Martyr
(Msza Sw. w j. polskim)

Holy Mass 10 am
We are an Active Dec 27 — Feast of Saint John, Apostle &
5 q Evangelist
Parish SerV".lg the Blessing of Wine Holy Mass 7 pm
Community Dec 28 — Observance of the Holy Innocents,
Celebrating 101 Years of Martyrs ¢ Holy Mass 7pm
Traditional Catholic. and Dec 30 — Solemnity of the Holy Trinity
’ ’ Holy Mass 10 am

Democratic Church

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck ¢ Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
313-365-0218 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

servance.

At a council meeting,
which ran for over three
hours, a number of resi-
dents spoke out both for,
and against, the practice.

Those who are for it ar-
gue that it’s their First
Amendment right to prac-
tice their religion. For those
of the Muslim faith, animal
slaughtering happens at
Eid, the festival held at the
end of the Ramadan fasting
month, and the sacrificed
animal’s meat is consumed.

The general practice
among Muslims is to
slaughter lambs or goats,
but there is nothing in the
city ordinance that bars the
slaughter of cows or pigs.

The new city ordinance
thus opens it to those of
other faiths to likewise be
allowed to slaughter ani-
mals, which could conceiv-
ably happen at any time of
the year.

The issue also helped to
usher in a heightened era of
ongoing national — and inter-
national - media attention
for Hamtramck.

Hamtramck’s search for a
new city manager resulted
in a roster of many candi-
dates, albeit with few com-
ing anywhere near being
qualified for the job.

In fact, only one person
came close, and that was
the city’s current interim city
manager, Max Garbarino.

Over 130 applications
were submitted.

Garbarino said that most
of the applicants were
weeded out by the city’s Hu-
man Resource Department
because they had even few-
er qualifications than those
being considered.

As it turned out, to no
one’s surprise, Garbarino
was selected for the job.

FEBRUARY

Not everyone welcomed
the city’'s new bike lane on
Jos. Campau.

First, some background:

Hamtramck’s portion of
the Joe Louis Greenway bike
path had been continuing to
take shape more or less on
schedule.

Street markings for the

bike path were laid down
on Jos. Campau, starting at
Holbrook and running south
to Hamtramck Dr.

The path is intended to be
only for bikes, and there is
no parking in that lane.

It's all part of the ongoing
installation of the 30-mile
path that will ultimately con-
nect Hamtramck to High-
land Park, Detroit, and Dear-
born.

Eventually Hamtramck
Dr., starting at Jos. Campau

and proceeding west, will
get repaved and have its
own pathway.

Part of the path runs
through the Jos. Campau
alley on the west side, from
Caniff to Holbrook.

Funding for the project is
coming from several sourc-
es, but the main source is
the federal government. It is
expected to be completed
within several years.

Reaction to the project

Continued on page 3

PNC Bank robbed by lone suspect

By Charles Sercombe

Hamtramck police
are seeking information
about a bank robbery that
happened on Tuesday
(Dec. 19) at PNC Bank.

The robbery was report-
ed at about 4 p.m., and
so far the police depart-
ment is being tight-lipped
about the details of what
happened.

According to a press re-
lease issued on Wednes-
day, the suspect, who had
fled from the scene be-
fore officers arrived, is de-
scribed as a light-skinned
black male, approximate-
ly 5-foot, 10-inches tall, to
6-foot, 3-inches tall.

The suspect was wear-
ing black clothing, a surgi-

cal mask and gloves.

No photo of the suspect
was released.

Police did not say wheth-
er a gun was involved, but
did say that no one was
injured.

The bank, located at
Jos. Campau and Caniff,
was last robbed in 2013
by a lone suspect.

Also, in 2013, four
black males approached
two people at the ATM
machine at PNC. One of
the suspects had a shot-
gun. They robbed the pair
of $500.

Anyone with information
about Tuesday’s robbery
is asked to call (313)
800-5281.

Quick Hits

Cont. from front page

verse and dynamic spirit
of our city. We are proud
to showcase the talent
of our local artists, turn-
ing City Hall into a canvas
that echoes the unique

WESOLYCH SWIAT! MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Holy Cross Parish
Polish National Catholic Church

OUR 101st ANNIVERSARY
2311 Pulaski Street,
Hamtramck, MI 48212-2940
Rectory Phone: 313-365-0218
No sing-a-along before midnight mass

www.HolyCrossPNCC.com
Very Rev. Jaroslaw A. Nowak, Pastor

n Dec. 24th

Mon Dec. 25th

Dec. 26th

Wednesday, Dec. 27th

Thur: Dec. 28th

voices of Hamtramck's

creative community.”
Artists who are interest-

ed in participating may

inquire about doing so by
emailing Thabet at otha-
bet@hamtramckcity.com,
or by calling (313) 800-
5223 (extension 361).

Christmas Eve — Fourth Sunday in Advent

9:00 am Holy Mass

Christmas Day - Solemnity of the Nativity of our Lord
12 Midnight Shepherds’ Mass (Pasterka)

9:00 am Holy Mass

Feast of St. Stephen, Proto-Martyr (Msza Sw. w j. polskim)

10:00 am Holy Mass

Solemnity of Saint John, Apostle & Evangelist
7:00 pm Holy Mass (Blessing of Wine)
Observance of Holy Innocents, Martyrs

7:00 pm Holy Mass
Solemnity of the Holy Family
10:00 am Holy Mass

Inaugural Ceremony:

Office for the city government will

This week at the Library.

The Oath of
cursory

born on December 22, 1869. After a
look

December 22, 2023

at his biography

Educating your child
like our own!

* Pre-Kindergarten - 8th grade
* English Language Learner Program

* Boys and Girls athletics including
soccer, basketball, cheerleading,

volleyball and flag football

* Opportunities for parent involvement

including ESL classes

L cr.' W]

* Before/after school program

* Technology rich instruction including
iPads, chrome books, computer lab,
smart boards

* GSRP Preschool Program for 4 year olds

* High performing academic
achievement

2400 Denton Street in Hamtramck

Call 313-875-8888

Visit us online at hanleyacademy.com

take place on January 7, 2024 at the
Hamtramck Public Library. Registra-
tion and social hour will start at 1 pm,
ceremonies will start at 2 pm. Light
snacks and refreshments will be
served from 1 pm to 4 pm. Everyone
is invited to witness oath of office and
meet with the new city officials.

Hoopla: Enjoy the winter season
with a little help from Hoopla. There
is a curated collection of holiday
themed books, music, movies and
more waiting to be unwrapped by you.
Find a link to this awesome resource
on website www.hamtramck.lib.mi.us
by checking under the eResources tab.

Chess Club: Something new just for
you. Games held on this Thursdays at
3:30 pm right here in the library.
Open to newbies, experienced pros,
and all those in between.

Story Time: Get you kids together
and drop in on our Wednesday after-
noon Story Time at 12 noon and on
Mondays at 3:45 pm. Presented by
guest readers from Hamtramck Feder-
ation of Teachers.

Game Night: We are moving to
Wednesdays. Join us for Game Night
at the library. We are serving up
something fun each Wednesday at 4
pm. Stop by and let us know that you
have come to play. Everyone is invit-
ed.

Edwin Arlington Robinson: This
week the spotlight in on this author

(especially that part about him being
spurned by the woman he loved, beat
out for her affection by his older
brother), it is no surprise that he had
end up as a poet. If your teenager
notebooks were full of angsty poetry,
see how hey did it in the 19th century.
Check out www.poetryfoundaion.org/
poctrs/edwin-arlington-robinson for a
quick bio and a few selected poems.
Then, visit us to pick up a book by or
about Robinson.

American Red Cross: Clara Barton,
American nurse and philanthropist
was born on December 25, 1821 in
Oxford Massachusetts. She served as
a nurse during the Civil War and
founded the American Red Cross.

Kwanza: This African American
family observance was established in
1966 celebrating traditional African
harvest festivals, focusing on family
unity, with a community harvest feast
on the seventh day. Kwanza means
“first fruit” in Swahili,

IMEF': The international Monetary
Fund was established on December
27, 1945 in Washington D.C.

Louisiana Territory: The Stars and
Stripes flag was raised over New Or-
leans as the United States took formal
possession of that area of 885,000
square miles, nearly doubling the size
of the United States. The territory had
been purchased from France for ap-
proximately $1.5 million on Decem-
ber 30, 1803.

Library is located at 2360 Caniff Avenue, Phone (313) 733-6822
OFr visit its website at http://hamtramck. Lib.mi.us for on line catalog

Attachments for printing, faxing or scanning send to
hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com
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was mixed on social media.

Former City Councilmem-
ber Phill Kwik praised the
project.

“This is wonderful news.
Congratulations. It is the
culmination of decades of
hard work by a lot of peo-
ple,” Kwik said on the city’s
Facebook page.

For some Yemeni-owned
businesses on the south-
end, the bike lane threat-
ened a loss of customers,
because parking has been
lost in front of their markets.

Nasr Hussain says it's
“racism” at work.

The city council started
the wheels in motion to tri-
ple their own annual sala-
ries, as well as double that
of the mayor.

The council approved a
resolution to have voters
change the city charter to
allow the increase.

City council members are
currently paid $3,249 each
year, but the proposed in-
crease would have raised
their pay to $9,749.

That would come out to a
total of $32,500 more for
five of the councilmembers.

For the sixth councilmem-
ber, who is the mayor pro
tem, the increase would
have gone from $4,874 to
$11,374 a year. That’s an
increase of $6,500.

And for the mayor, the
current yearly salary of
$6,499 would have gone
up to $12,998, which would
have also been a $6,500 in-
crease for the year.

The total increase for the
council and mayor would
have totaled $45,500 for
the year.

However, later in
the year, voters would reject
the proposal, along with two
other city charter revision
proposals.

This year’s Paczki Day fes-
tivities had one uninvited
guest: a bitter cold, gusty
wind that could, for exam-
ple, freeze your forehead
while walking northward on
Jos. Campau.

After a couple weeks
of unseasonably warmish
weather, it was a rude re-
minder that winter was not
done with us yet.

But for those ... ah ...
fortified with spirits, it prob-
ably didn’t faze them all that

much.

A familiar group of gawk-
ers crushed into PLAV Post
10 for the annual paczki
eating contest, held on the
second floor of this classic
old hall.

There, at high noon, sev-
eral contestants arranged

Hamtramck Review

standard and maintain my
physical health, and there-
fore | have made the ex-
tremely difficult decision to
resign as councilwoman.
Jaczkowski followed for-
mer Councilmember Adam
Albarmaki to the exit door.
Albarmaki, who was also in

At the beginning of the year the city council was looking for a
new city manager. After considering some candidates, the coun-
cil decided to go with Max Garbarino who had been interim city
manager.

themselves at a long table
and punished their bodies
by stuffing down as many
of those lard-infused pastry
bombs as a human stom-
ach can hold — well, if a hu-
man had the multiple stom-
achs of a cow.

As it would happen, the
winner turned out to be that

guy-abouttown, the one-
and-only STEVE-O (Steve
Paljusevic).

Yes, Steve-0, Ham-

tramck’s top pop culture
observer, scarfed down 12-
1/2 paczki. It was, truly,
a baffling sight, since last
year he could only manage
to get a few of them down.

Even more amaz-
ing, he scarcely seemed
punished by the pastry on-
slaught.

MARCH
Another freshman city
councilmember  resigned

from the council.

This time, it was Amanda
Jaczkowski, the only woman
on the city council.

She left because of health
issues.

“As many people know
in 2017, | was seriously in-
jured in a bicycle crash. Part
of my healing process has
been recognizing my new
limitations in life,” Jaczkow-
ski said, on a Hamtramck-fo-
cused Facebook page.

“It has become apparent
over the past year as your
councilwoman that | am
not able to balance the pro-
fessional obligations to my

his first term, quit because
of his work obligations.

Hamtramck’s marijuana
dispensaries continued to
be a money pot for the city.

According to the Michigan
Department of Treasury,
the city's four recreation-
al retail shops contributed
$207,364 to the city’'s cof-
fers from taxes and fees in
2022.

In all, over $59 million
was distributed by the state
to 224 cities and counties.
That breaks down to about
$51,800, on average, that
each retail outlet paid, ac-
cording to the state.

Hamtramck’s revenue is
not earmarked for anything
specific, but rather is put
into the general budget.

Despite the revenue pro-
duced by the dispensaries,
there are some in town who
would like to close them
down, or not allow the i
censes to be transferred to
new owners if any plan to
sell their businesses.

They claim the dispensa-
ries lead to more crime, al-
though daily police incident
reports do not bear this out.

Hamtramck property still
attracted top dollar.

In an auction of eight city
properties, which included
both empty lots and houses,
the city netted $442,601.

Two of the winning bids
went to local elected offi-
cials: a Hamtramck coun-
cilmember and state repre-
sentative.

Councilmember Moham-
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med Alsomiri purchased two
industrial lots for $81,000
combined, which are next
to the Hamtramck Recycling
facility; one at 2930 Denton
and one at 7901 Jos. Cam-
pau. That business submit-
ted the lowest bid for the
lots, at $62,699.

State Rep. Abraham Ai-
yash purchased a two-family
house at 5008 Yemans for
$65,601.The house will re-
quire extensive repairs.

Michigan Democratic leg-
islators promised voters
that, if they became the ma-
jority in the state legislature,
they would take swift action
to make changes.

One of those changes
included amending the EI-
liott-Larsen Civil Rights Act
to include protections for
the LGBTQ community.

In other words, gay and
transgender citizens will be
legally protected from dis-
crimination.

Predictably, this led to
pushback from conserva-
tives, including from some
in Hamtramck’s religious
community.

And, taking some of that
heat was Hamtramck native
State Rep. Abraham Aiyash
(D), who was a co-sponsor

from teachers.

The initial proposal was
to increase boardmem-
bers’ salaries to $5,000,
and $6,000 for the board
president. But the board
later agreed with new mem-
ber Victor Farris, who sug-
gested upping it to $6,000
per board members and
$7,000 for the president.

His reason?

He said that, after doing
some research, he conclud-
ed that the current pay rate
is “probably why the board
might not be so good,” and
added that better pay would
attract more  “serious”
members.

Boardmembers Moortad-
ha Obaid and Regan Watson
voted against the increase,
saying that the positions are
largely voluntary.

“We all came to this po-
sition as a volunteer job,”
said Obaid.

Earlier in the year, city of-
ficials received some sober-
ing financial news.

At that time, the financial
projections for the city were
that there will be less mon-
ey coming into the city, and
more money going out.

The city received millions
more in revenue than pro-

There was talk of American Axle redeveloping its site which
could have meant more tax revenue coming to the city. Those

plans never came to fruition.

for the amendment.

Aiyash is the first Ye-
meni-American from Ham-
tramck to be elected to the
state house, and he is the
first Arab-American to be the
floor leader.

Hamtramck Public School
Boardmembers gave them-
selves a salary boost.

But the pay raise caused
division among some board
members, and pushback

jected earlier, and the city
now should be able to break
even on the budget.

“It's not a surplus or a
windfall,” cautioned City
Manager Max Garbarino.
“We're in a solid place right
now.”

The additional revenue
came from several sourc-
es: state revenue sharing
increased, thanks to an up-
tick in the city’s population;

3

an increase in income tax
collection (also thanks to
an increase in population);
marijuana dispensary reve-
nue; parking meter revenue;
and more property taxes be-
ing collected.

APRIL

There was potential big
development news.

American Axle & Manu-
facturing was considering
a plan that would have re-
turned a portion of their
business back onto Ham-
tramck soil.

According to a Crain’s
Detroit Business report,
American Axle was looking
at a plan to create a $460
million electric vehicle re-
search and supply park next
to its headquarters.

To date, it appears to be a
pipe dream. But, if that plan
had gone forward, Ham-
tramck would have once
again benefitted from col-
lecting property and income
taxes from the company.

Quite a while ago, Amer-
ican Axle moved its plant,
from here in Hamtramck to
Mexico, and then leveled
the site, which meant a
huge loss in taxes for the
city.

It's Showtime!

As in, the return of a fa-
vorite metro area retailer,
Showtime Clothing, which
was a preferred shop for
rock-n-rollers and club kids.

Owner Dan Tatarian re-
opened his store here on
Jos. Campau, much to the
delight of his many fans.

Asked why he chose Ham-
tramck to make his return,
he said:

“I like the different eth-
nic groups, Blacks, Arabs,
Asian, Polish — | love them
all.”

Hamtramck’s fourth can-
nabis retail outlet was back
in business.

3Fifteen, on Jos. Campau
near Zinow, was temporarily
closed for a few weeks while
a court case was settled
over who currently controls
ownership of the company.

As it turned out, Skymint

Continued on page 4

FUNERAL DIRECTORY

When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home

MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR
2396 Caniff at Brombach | 313-363-9600
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lace Bakery k-

HOLIDAY HOURS: Open starting Sunday, Dec. 10 10am-4pm, Monday, Dec. 11 8am-4pm,
Dec. 17 10am-4pm, Sunday, Dec. 18 to Friday Dec. 22 8am-5pm, Saturday, Dec. 23 8am-4pm,
ay Christmas Eve 8am-2pm, Closed Christmas Day, Closed Tuesday, Dec. 26, OPEN Wed, Dec 27

PLACE YOUR

CHRISTMAS ORDER!

Angel Wings (Chrusciki), Kolaczki, Assorted Coffee Cakes,
Rolls (Poppy, Almond, Walnut), Assorted Babkas and Honey Babkas,
Kremowka (Pope’s favorite), Assorted Christmas Cookies, Jajecznica

(Holiday Egg Bread with Raisins), Chalkas (Egg Bread with Raisins),

Mazurka (Rasperry & Pineapple)

DETROIT
FRIENDSHIP
HOUSE

For Up-to-Date Happenings at
Detroit Friendship House, Like us on Facebook

and follow us on Instagram!

Hunger Doesn't Take a Break for the Holidays!
This Holiday Season with all the good cheer and tidings of
comfort and joy, let's not forget the families who are suffering the
prolonged effects of inflation. Every month, they tell me they
have to rotate bills, leaving some unpaid, just to ensure there's
enough food for everyone in their family.”

Marsha told me, "My comfort and joy these days is when | come
to Friendship House and they have both milk and eggs! Have
you seen the price of milk and eggs these days!"

Don’t Forgey
our Faypri i [ " i
9833 Jos. campau KO é!vor,te During this holiday season, }four compassionate surj\port :_:an_
Walsk, MEats ensure that young mothers like Marsha can tuck their babies into
Downtown Hamtramck for the bed with full bellies each night.
www.NewPalaceBakery.com Hﬂlidays .

Newpalacebakery@gmail.com
izing in Polish and European Style Baking Bread, Cakes,
ies, Pies & Pastries, Wedding & Birthday Cakes

Can you Help Them During this Season of
Giving?

Thank you for your support and may you be blessed with
comfort and joy this Holiday Season!

Give Comfort & Joy!
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Apartment to rent, flat to
rent, furnished room to
rent, storefront to rent, of-
fice for rent, 3618 Caniff,
Hamtramck 48212, 586-
422-7155, ask for Inas,
313-788-2493, Fred. 12/29

HOUSE
HELP WANTED FOR SALE

2 Family in great location!
3007 Trowbridge now be-
ing offered to purchase!
Call Dan Mcllhiny @ 313-
463-1710 for private
showing and additional
information. Offered by!
Home Pride Realty, 11445
Conant, Hamtramck, Ml
48212.

Positions available at Pi-
ast Institute. Call 248-
763-1609 to inquire. 1/5

Advertisers should check their
ad following first publication.
The newspaper shall not be
liable for failure to publish an
ad, for a typographic error or
errors in publication except to
the extent of the cost of the ad
for the first day’s insertion. Ad-
justments for errors is limited
to the cost of that portion of the
ad wherein the error occurred.
We reserve the right to classify,
revise or reject any classified
advertisement.

Coming Events

SATURDAY, Jan. 13, 2-4 p.m. - Take-out
only Soup Kitchen at Holy Cross P.N.C.
Church, 2311 Pulaski at Fleming. Everyone
is welcome!

e Directory

e

Phone (313) 874-2100

# r'.,-
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Hamtramck Public TV-19

Broadcasting on Comcast Channel 19 in Hamtramck area

and YouTube Live world wide (Hamtramck Public Library)

What’s on this coming week?
Special on former Mayor, Robert Kozaren,

Coming soon, History Pod-casts from Museum
Motivate Me Interviews, Music programs
ESL Classes for the 2023-24 school year
Local events, Library programs,
Interviews, Council meeting highlights,
Evenings with authors, and more.....

BECOME A LOCAL REPORTER: If you know how to
take photos or make film clips on your phone, you
can download them to Hamtramck TV along with a
news story, to be aired the same day. Send in event
announcements, comments to city officials, facts you
want to share with the community, etc.

Hamtramck Public TV is broadcasting from
Hamtramck Public Library
On Comcast Channel 19 and streaming on
YouTube Live (24/7) Google “Hamtramck Public
TV”, and click on link “Hamtramck Public TV”
Or go to YouTube; Hamtramck Public TV;
Hamtramck Public Library; videos

To place community announcement
call the Library at 313-733-6822
Or email: HamtramckTV@gmail.com
Announcements submitted by 10 am
Will go on air the same day (evening)
To send large video files (TINYurl.com/hpl-tv)

e,

HEATING & COOLING PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

We Repair & Install T
e Furnaces
e Boilers

- -y = Heating & coollng Systems
e Air Conditioners

¢ Licensed & Insured
5] Fmane‘:?grDAezzilable wl##:&gg.n
A& o &
COOLING  313-892-2122

PAINTING

IN'VINCE'ABLE PAINTING
Interior / Exterior & Power Washing
Painting and Drywall Repair

Vince

Free Estimates 586-838-7598

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BROTHERS
HANDYMAN
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS
Interior * Exterior
TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

* Handyman Services * Roof Repairs
+ Sidings & Gutters « Chimney Work + Porches
Ask for Frank

Located in Hamtramck

313-365-491
FREE
ESTIMATES

—=

Serving our community for over
100 years since 1904.
* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA

PLUMBING & HEATING
(313) 365-8630

12/31/23

Celebrating
54 Years of
Service!

PLUMBING & HEATING

(313) 371-3766

(586) 649-6300
% Fast Same Day Service x

'""I-I'e'a't-'nb""'s' """""" 10% DISCOUNT
1 Off Labor on Any Plumbing, Heating,
99 1 Air Conditioning or Sewer Cleaning Job,

Service
Call
Installation or Repair.
Not valid with any other offer.

Cleaning & Repairs Extra H
Must present coupon at time 01 est\mate With coupon. 1
40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

*1495

Upgrades & Permits Extra

Must present coupon at time of estimate.
With coupon. Expires 12-31-23.

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

*225

Must present coupon at time of estimate.
With coupon. Expires 12-31-23.

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —
78w Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units
- | www. HeaneyPlumbing.com ===
=y Excavating - Sinks - Faucets | o
- Air Conditioners I EEH}E

. Hydro -Jetters - Laundry Tubs | “...l’."-'y
+ Sump Pumps e

Serwce Installation « Repa

Proudly Serving Hamtramck Since 1969 - Licensed & Insured

Furnaces,
Boilers,
Heating,
Sewer & Drain
Cleaning

B
.
irs
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' | Take a look back on the first
six months of the year

Cont. from page 3

became the sole owner of
the store, although 3Fifteen
still holds the business li-
cense in Hamtramck.

A spokesman for the com-
pany, Jeff Gaunt, told The
Review that Skymint holds
all of the assets, and is in
the process of taking over
the business license.

However, the return
wouldn’t last long — a few
months later, it closed its
doors for good.

MAY

Hamtramck’s budget pro-
jection continued to look
rosy.

Even if just for the next
few years.

At a city council meeting,
Brian Camiller, from the
city’s financial auditing firm,
Plante Moran, said the fore-
cast for the next five years
predicts that the city will
collect more money than it
spends, through 2025.

After that, costs go up,
and the city will have to go
back to dipping into its bud-
get surplus.

The biggest boost in rev-
enue came from an unex-
pected source: city income
tax collection.

Specifically, income tax
collection rose by $1.4 mil-
lion in 2022, and another
$1 million extra is expected
to be collected this tax sea-
son.

In total, the city will real-
ize $5 million this year from
taxes, which will continue to
increase to over $6 million a
year by 2028.

Although they didn’t get to
meet one-on-one with Pres-
ident Biden, the mayor and
city council did enjoy a once-
in-a-lifetime experience visit-
ing the White House as spe-
cial guests.

Mayor Amer Ghalib and
city councilmembers joined
other Muslim community
leaders across the nation
in an Eid celebration at the
White House.

“It was a good experi-
ence, we walked around
and inside the White House,
attended the president’s
speech, and ate after that,”
Ghalib said.

“He (Biden) just spoke
and walked out; on his way
out of the room he shook
hands with people standing
in the front, and walked out.
He had no bilateral meet-
ings with anyone due to too
many people in the room.”

As for those attending, it
was a rare opportunity for
city officials to meet oth-
er officials from different

states and “network,” Gha-
lib added.

There are amazing come-
backs in sports.

And there are also some
pretty amazing ones for
sports stadiums.

Case in point: Ham-
tramck’s historical baseball
stadium, which went from
being a dilapidated eyesore
to the city’s sparkling new
jewel.

The state recognized this
comeback, and presented
the Governor’s Award for
Historic Preservation to the
Friends of Historic Ham-
tramck Stadium in honor of
the renovations done there.

The stadium is only one
of a handful that still exist
that were part of the legend-
ary Negro Baseball League,
from a time back when Afri-
can-Americans were not al-
lowed to play in the all-white
Major Leagues.

The stadium was built in
1930. The color barrier in
Major League Baseball was
finally broken in 1947.

The stadium wasn’t the
only major improvement
happening in the city.

Improvements also con-
tinued to happen at Veter-
ans Park, the city’s largest
park and where the stadium
is located.

On the heels of the state
issuing the  Governor's
Award to the Friends of the
stadium, there was another
project about to get under-
way.

The city received a fed-
eral grant, worth almost
$654,000, to install re-
strooms at Veterans Park.

It got better.

State Rep Abraham Ai-
yash (D-Hamtramck) an-
nounced there is an addi-
tional $300,000 coming
from the state to add to the
restroom project.

The state grant will go
toward installing a drinking
fountain; making improve-
ments to the stadium’s
utility infrastructure; and
repaving a pathway from the
park’s restroom to the stadi-
um’s parking lot.

JUNE

Hamtramck’s city council
added two more holidays for
city employees.

The all-Muslim council
designated two Eid holidays
for city employees to have
as paid days off.

The two holidays added
are for Eid a-Fitr, which is
the celebration for the end
of Ramadan, and also for

Continued on page 6

A peaceful pause for Christmas ...

Continued from front page

God governs in the affairs
of men.”

One can see God’s hand
everywhere, if one slows
down and appreciates the
moment.

Don't carry life's bur-
dens on your own. You are
uniquely and wonderfully
made. God demonstrated
it on Christmas through
His gift, the birth of Jesus
the Son of God, the TRUE
GOD and savior who lived
a human life, and experi-
enced the pain and suf-

ferings, as well as the joys
and hopes, that we also all
experience.

Is this not the best
Christmas gift one could
have ever asked for?

So, remember ... During
times of conflict and cri-
sis, optimism can still
shine like the sun piercing
through the clouds.

| hope you all have a
wonderful Christmas, and
a peaceful and healthy
New Year!

Moy Clnishuas

from Everyone at The Re\rle
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Kn lg hts Of COIUI'I"I bus 2nd Wednesday of the month at PLAV Post 6 at 7

Cardinal Mercier Council 2723  j ;. If interested, email KOC2723@yahoo.com or
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Take a look back on the first six months of the year cont. from page 4

beled as “Pride Month.”

Some consider Pride
Month to be “Sin Month.”

The issue has pitted reli-
gious conservatives in town
against those who are pro-
gressive and liberal.

The issue only deepened
when the city council and
mayor supported a resolu-
tion to ban the display of
pride flags on city property
in the name of being “neu-
tral.”

In one

Eid al-Adha, which happens
in June and celebrates indi-
vidual sacrifice.

City officials passed the
Eid holidays about a week
after the City of Dearborn
made the holidays paid days
off for its city employees.

At the time, Dearborn was
the first community to take
this action in the U.S, and
their new policy attracted
national media attention.

The display of

once again stirred contro-
versy in Hamtramck.

This time, it was about
the vandalism of a pride flag
that was displayed outside
of the Piast Institute office
on Jos. Campau.

Someone tore down the
flag and placed it in a gar-
bage can outside the office.

The issue with the flag
underscored the heated
discussions, on some Ham-
tramck-centric Facebook
pages, about June being la-

For All Your
Roofing Needs

Ramazy Aiyash ¢ Head of Operations
Raiyash@aisroof.com

www.AISRoof.com

313.463.0653

Ruben Gonzales

586.804.4740

an

LGBTQIA+ pride flag has

intense council

meeting, public debate on
the matter extended for
three hours.

That ban led to a rally in
Zussman Park, in protest of
the ban. Among those at-
tending the rally was state
Attorney General Dana Nes-
sel, who is openly gay.

Nessel said:

“Take down the wall you
have now built that has
made this proud city into a
national embarrassment,
and raise the flag of equal-
ity.”

The rally attracted about
50-100 people in support
of the LGBTQ community.
Several people spoke after
Nessel, all of them aiming
criticism at city officials.

“When you say one group
of people are not welcomed,
to the community, it commu-
nicates that it's OK to beat

up on them,” said the Rev.
Roland Stringfellow, who
also said that he, too, is gay.

As for the city council say-
ing they passed the pride
flag ban in order to remain
neutral, Stringfellow said:

“That's not ‘neutral,
that's taking sides, and it
gives people a license to be
hateful towards other folks.”

Area refugees had a spe-
cial picnic. Right here in
Hamtramck.

In conjunction with “World
Refugee Day,” the non-prof-
it organization Samaritas,
which operates one of Mich-
igan’s largest refugee reset-
tlement programs, hosted a
picnic at Veterans Memorial
Park.

Hamtramck has, of
course, long been a welcom-
ing home to immigrants and
refugees.

A couple of years ago, the
city was chosen as a host
site for several refugee fam-
ilies, some from Yemen, in
a federally-funded program
that built three two-family
housing units.

In all, six families relocat-
ed here.

The $1.2 million project
was dubbed “Freedom Vil
lage.”

The plan is that refugees
would only stay for several
months before resettling
somewhere else, which will
then make room for anoth-
er batch of new refugees to
begin to acclimate to their
adopted country.

And there we have it, the
first six months of 2023.
What a year, eh?

Be sure to come back next
week for the winder-upper of
July through December.

As the church bells ring proclaiming the birth of Christ we at

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Parish
wish you a Merry Christmas and for
the coming New Year -
health, happiness and prosperity.
Christmas Season 2023
3851 Prescott, Hamtramck, Ml 48212

‘ Sroddks
Quality Polish Food

\\ EST 1a81

Merry
Chustmas
Wesclych

Swiat

OVER 40 TYPES OF PIEROGI, SMOKED AND FRESH KIELBASA, USZKA,

Sterling Heights, MI 48310
586-250-9090 Call for Hours

(313) 871-8080 Call for extended hours
Hamtramck Hours: Mon-Thur: 8am-6pm,
Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm

NEW LOCATION!
40211 Mound Rd.

www.Srodek.com

9601 Jos Campau St.
Hamtramck, MI 48212

313-891-1520 DRIED POLISH MUSHROOMS, PLUS MUCH MORE! FAMILY OWNED AND
OPERATED FOR OVER 36 YEARS!
. . “THE BEST POLISH DELI...THE BEST PIEROGI EVER.”
Sunday, December 24 ................ Christmas Eve Vigil ANDREW ZIMMERN FROM TRAVEL CHANNEL'S BIZARRE FOODS
Family Mass.........ccccoovnernnensnesssesnssessssesessessssesnssens 4pm (English) - - - -
Solemn Midnight Mass ............... 12:00 am (Polish & English) A wide variety of meats and imported groceries!

Stop in and see for yourself! Made fresh daily on our premises.

Preceded by the singing of Christ Carols (koledy) at 11:30
(Preceded by the singing of Christmas Carols (koledy) a prm) Our own Homemade Polish Kielbasa, 5 different types of Smoked Kielbasa

Our Lady Queen

= of Apostles,

Monday, December 25 ..........cccorvennrnes Christmas Day | 5 Centl':ry of Faith

Mass in Polish & English 9:30am and Communit We have homemade Farmers Cheese, Sauerkraut, Pickles, Fresh Ground Horse-

................................................ : S e Ofy radish, Mushroom Uszka, and Pure Honey!
e WE SHIP
Monday, January 1, 2023................. New Year’s Day Parish history NATIONWIDE! =
: -+ Photographs and OUR HOMEMADE
No Masses, Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God x o ) )
memories Krakowska Jellied Pigs Feet/Zimne Nogi

(Not a Holy Day of obligation this year) Canadian Bacon/Poledwica Baked Liver Sausage/Pasztet Pickle Soup, Czarnina and

- $35 (plus $5 S&H) |

Email or call the Cottage Ham/Baleron Head Cheese/Salceson many more...
H s Smoked Spare Ribs/Zeberka (4 Types) Potato Dumplings/Kopytka
Sunday, January 6, 2023........... _Eplphany of the LOl’d el G Blood Sausage/Kiszka Smoked Kielbasa (5 Types) Fresh Polish Kielbasa/
MASS w.vvereeereeeseeeseeenseeens 8:00am (English) and 9:30am (Polish) | 313-891-1520 for S smoked Bacon/Boczek Crepes/Nalesniki Biala Kielbasa

more info on how to
purchase the book.

Blessed chalk and incense available

WAYNE COUNTY TREASURER'S OFFICE
Eric R. Sabree - Wayne County Treasurer

WE MAY HAVE MOVED ON
BUT COVID-19 HAS NOT.

Property tax payment plans
are available now!

Interest Reduction
Stipulated Payment
Agreement (IRSPA)

This payment plan reduces the interest

rate from 18% to 6% for eligible

taxpayers. To sign up, you must own

and live in your home, and have a

Principal Residence Exernption [PRE)
and 1D that proves residency.

GET VACCINATED.
GET BOOSTED.
STAY UP TO DATE.

Distressed Owner Occupant
Extension (DOOE)

This program s not available to
everyone, If you own and live in the
property, and are suffering financial
hardship you may qualify for this
program. Proof of ownership,
occupancy, and hardship are required.

Pay As You Stay Payment
Agreement (PAYSPA)

Only for those who have first applied
for their local municipality’s Poverty Tax
Exermption (PTE) and received an
approval. Once notified by your local
Assessor's office and deemed eligible,
our office will mail you a notification
letter with your Reduced Amount Due.
You will have the option of paying a
lump sum [(additional 10% off] or
enrolling into a PAYSPA.

Many of these plans are
available online at
treasurer.waynecounty.com!

Stipulated Payment
Agreement (SPA)

Available to everybody, this plan allows

a taxpayer to pay taxes pursuant to a

payment schedule, The plan will avoid

foreclosure provided that payrments

are submitted per the agreed upon
schedule.

1.866.610.3885

WAYNECOUNTY.COM/COVID19

Es%LE
Wi

‘Public Health

For more information, email WCTOPaymentPlans@waynecounty.com or call (313) 224-5990.




